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Ait. I. Grafs Poem , nbitb Mempirs 6f l is Life tj Mafon, continued • 
See Review for May. 

I NDOLENCE is an almoft certain charaderiftic off. genius, 
and irrefoliition is a natural effeCi of indolence. We won* 
fler not, therefore, that Mr. Gray made many .poetical eflays 
ind beginnings on fubjeQs from which, either by accident or 
through a want of induftry, he was afterwards diverted. Among 
thefe was a tragedy : the ftory, the death of Agrippina. The 
following fcene, exprcffin^her indignation at being ordered td 
remove from Bdia^ and to have her, guards taken from her, 
Ihews us how capable filr. Gray was of fupporting the ftrongeft 
bhrpaders, aftd leaves uS to regret that he only atterhpted a tra- 
gedy. Aceronia, her 'confidant, thus addrefles her : 

Forgive your fervant’s fears, who fees the dangt# 

Which fierce refentment cannot fail to raife 
In ltfughty youth, and irritated power. , 
.AGRIPPINA, 

And doft thpu talk to me, to me, of danger. 

Of haughty youth, and irritated power. 

To her that gave it being, her that arm'd 
This painted Jove, and taught his novice hrfnd 
To aim the forked bolt y while he flood trembling j 
Scar'd at the found, and dazzled with its brighthcfs r 
. ’Tis like, thou haft forgot, when yet a ftranger . 

To adoration, to the grateful fleam 
Of flattery's incenfe, and obfequiou* vows 
from voluntary realms, a puny boy. 

Deck'd with no other luftre, than the blood 
Of Agrippina’s face, he liv’d unknown 
To fame, of fortune ; haply eyed at diftance 
Some edilelhip, ambitions of the power 
To judge of weights, and mdafurcs ; fcarcely dai’d 
On expectation’s ftrongeft wing to foar 
1 Tol. LIU. 9 HigS 
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High a* the confnlate, that empty fltade 

Of long-lorgotten liberty : When I 

Oped hia young eye to hear tjie blaze of greatnefs ; 

Shew’d him, where empire tower’d, and bad him ftnke 
The noble quarry. Gods ! then wa* the time 
To fhripk from dapger ; fear might then Jhaye worn 
Thematyc of prudence ; but a heart like mine, 

A heart that glows with the pure Julian fire, 

If bright Ambition from her craggy feat 
Difplay the radiant prize, will mount undaunted. 

G ain tffit roufch heights, »nd gyafp the dtpgeroos honour. 

• ' A C E R O N I A. 

Through various life 1 have purfued your fteps. 

Have feen your foul, and wonder’d at its daring: 

Hence rife my fears. Nor am I yet to learn 
How vaft the debt of gratitude, which Nero _ , 

To fuch a mother owes ; the world, yon gave him. 
Suffices not to pay the obligation. 

I well remember too (for I was prefent) 

When in a fecret and dead hour of night. 

Due facrifice perform’d with barb’rous rites 
Of mutter'd charms, and folemn invocation. 

You bad the Magi call the dreadful powers. 

That read futurity, to know the fate 
Impending o’er your fon : Their anfwer was. 

If rite fon reign, the mother perifhes. 

Perilh (you cry’d) the mother ! reign the fon f 
He reigns, the reft is heav’n’s; who oft has bad, 

Ev’n when its will feem’d wrote in lines of blood, 

Th’ unthought event difclofe a whiter meaning. 

Think too how oft in weak and fickly minds 

The fweets of kindnefs lavilhly indulg’d 

Rankle to gall ; and benefits too great 
To be repud, fit heavy on the foul. 

As, unrequited wrongs. The willing homage 
Of proftrate Rome, the fenate’s Joint applaufe, 
Tho-riches of the earth, the train of pleafures. 

That wait on youth, and arbitrary fway j 
Thefe were your gift, and with them yon beftow 4 
The very power he has to be ungrateful. 

• AGRIPPINA. 

Thus ever grave, and undifturb’d reflection 
Pours its cool dictates in the madding ear 
Of rage, and thinks to quench the fire it feels not. 
Say'll thou I mull be cautious, muft be filent. 

And tremble at the phantom I have rais’d ? 

Cariy to him thy timid counfels. He 
Perchance may heed ’em : Tell him too, that one. 

Who had fnch liberal power to give, may ftill 
With equal power refume that gift, and railfe 
A t?mpcft, that lhall fliake her own cteatibai 
To its original atoms*— teU-me ! fay 
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TTkis mighty Emperor, this dreaded Hero, 

Hta he beheld the glittering front of war ? 

Knows his fpft ear the trumpet’s thrilling voices 
And outcry of the battle ? Have his limbs 
Sweat under irota harnefs ? Is he not 
The filken fon of dalliance, nurs’d in Eafe 
And Pleafure’s flowery lap RubeUius lives. 

And Sylla has his friends, though fchool’d by fear 
To bow the fupple knee, and court the times 
With (bows of fair obeifcnce ; and a call, 

Like mine} might ferve belike to wake prttenflons 
Drowfier than theirs, who boafl the genuine blood 
Of our imperial hoofe. 

ACERONIA, 

Did I not Wife to check this dangerous pafiion, 

I might remind my miilrefs that her nod 
Can roule eight hardy legions, wont to item 
With flnbborn nerves the tide, and face the rigour 
Of bleak Germania’s fnows* Four, not lefs brave. 

That ill Armenia quell the Parthian force 
Under the warlike Corbulo, by you 
Mark’d for flrei r leader : Thefe, by ties coUfirm'd* 

Of old rcfpefl and gratitude, are yours. 

Surely the Mhfians too, and thofe of Egypt* 

Have not forgot your fire : The eye of Rome . 

And the Praetorian camp have long rever’d, 

With cuftom’d awe, the daughter, filler, wife# 

And mother of theif Caefars. 

AGRIPPINA, 

Ha! byjund. 

It bears a noble femblance. On this bafe 
My great revenge (hall rife ; or fay we foand 
The tramp of liberty ; there will not want. 

Even in the fervile fenate, ears tb own 
ffcr fpirit-ftirring voice ; Soranus there, 

And CaffiuS ; Vetus too, and Thrafea, 

Minds of the antique call, rough, Aubborn feels, 

That druggie with the yoke. How feall the fpark 
Unquenchable, that glotos within their breads. 

Blaze into freedom, when the idle herd 
(Slaves from the womb, created but to flare. 

And bellow in the Circus) yet will flatt. 

And feake ’em at the name of liberty, 

Stung by a fenfelefs word, a vain tradition. 

As there were tnagic in ic ? wrinkled beldams 
Teach it their grandchildren, as femewhat rare 
That anciently appear'd, but whey, extends 
Beyond their chronicle— oh ! ’tis a caufe 
To arm the hand of childhood, and rebrace 
The fleckcn’d finewt of time-wearied age. 

Yes, we may meet, ingrateful boy, we may ! 

Again the buried genius of old Rome 

B a Shall 
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Shall from the duft aprear his reverend head. 

Roused by the fhout of millions : There before 
His high tribunal thou and 1 appear. 

Let majefly fit on thy awful brow, 

And lighten froqi thy eye : Around thee call 
The gilded fwarm that wantons in the funfhine 
Of thy full favour ; Seneca be there 
. In gorgeous pbrafe of labour’d eloquence 
To drefs thy plea, and Burrhus ftrengthen it 
With his plain foldier’s oath, and honeft feeming. 

Againll thee, liberty and Agrippina : 

The world, the prize ; and fair befal the vidtors. 

We are fenfible that, for dramatic exhibition, tbcfe fpeeches 
are too long, and that the language may be fomewhat too 
poetical for the flage \ yet, had the play been finifhed, thofe 
eircumftances might poifibly have been accommodated : at all 
events, it mull, in fuch hands, have made a noble dramatic poem. 

Another initiatory fragment of a poem, we find, on, a very ui- 
, terefting and philosophical fubjedi, the Alliance of Education 
and Government *• In this the Author meant to (hew that 
they mjuft both concur to produce great and ufeful men. It 
was intended to be addreffed to the Prefident Montefquieu, and, 
poliibly the intervening death of that great man might be a 
means of the Author's relinquifhing his purpofe. 

The following furvey of national charadlers contains fome 
fine lines, and fublime descriptions. That of the Nile, in par- 
ticular, is admirable: 

* Say, then, through ages by what fate confin’d 
To different climes feem different fouls aflign’df 
Here meafur’d laws and philofophic eafe 
Fix, and improve the polifh’d arts of peace. 

There induflry and gain their vigils keep. 

Command the winds, and tame th’ unwilling deep. 

Here force and hardy deeds of blood prevail ; 

There languid pleafure fighs in every gale. 

Oft o’er the trembling nations from afar 
Has Scythia breath'd the living cloud of war ; 

* And, where the deluge burft, with fweepy fway 

Their arms, their kings, their gods were roll'd away. 

As oft have iffued, holt impelling hod. 

The blue- eyed myriads from the Baltic coaft. 

The proftrate South to the deftroyer yields 
Her boaited titles, and her golden fields : 

With grim delight the brood of winter view 
A brighter day, and heav’ns of azure hue. 

Scent the new fragrance of the breathing role. 

And quaff the pendent vintage as it grows. 


* This was not the title# 

Prood 
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Proud of the yoke, and pliant to the rod. 

Why yet does Afia dread a monarch's nod. 

While European freedom fiill withftands 
Th’ encroaching tide, that drowns her leflening lands ; 
And fees far off with an indignant groan 
Her native plains, and empires once her own. 

Can opener Ikies and Tons of fiercer flame 
O’erpower the fire, that animates our frarpe ; . 

As lamps, that filed at eve a chearful ray. 

Fade and expire beneath the eye of day ? 

Need we the influence of the Northern ftar 
- To firing our nerves and fteel our hearts to war ? 

And, y/here the face of Nature laughs around, 
Mofilick’ning virtue fly the tainted ground ? 

Unmanly thought ! what feafons can controul. 

What fancied zone can circumfcribe the foul. 

Who, confcious of the fource from whence five fprings. 

By Rcafoo’s light, on Refolution’s vyings. 

Spite of her frail companion, dauntlefs goes 
O’erLybia’s deferts and through Zembla's fngws ? 

She bids each Hum bring energy awake. 

Another touch, another temper take, 

Sufpends th’ inferior laws, that rule our day: 

> The ftobborn elements confefs her fway ; 

Their little wants, their low defires, refine. 

And raife the mortal to a height divine. 

* Not but* the human fabric from the birth 
Imbibes a flavour of its parent earth. 

As various trails enforce a various toil. 

The manners fpeak the idiom of their foil. 

Ah iron-race the mountain- cliffs maintain, 

Foes to the gentler genius of the plain : 

For where unwearied ft news molt be found 
With fide long plough to quell the flinty ground. 

To turn the torrent’s fwift-defcendihg flood, 

To brave the favage ru filing from the wood. 

What wonder, if to patient valour train’d 

They guard with fpirit, What by firength they gain’d ? 

Arid While their rocky ramparts round tl\ey lee,' 

The rough abode of want and liberty, 

(As lawlefs force from confidence will grow) 
kifult the plenty of the vales below ? 

^Yhat wonder, in the fultry climes, that fpr^d. 

Where Nile redundant o’er his fummCr-bed 
From bis broad bofotn life and verdure flings. 

And broods o’er JEgy pt with his wat’ry wings. 

If with ad.vent’rous oar and ready fail 
The dufky people drive before the gale ; 

Qr on frail floats to neighboring cities ride. 

That rife and glitter o’er the ambient tide.’ 

What opinion Mr. Gray entertained of the mode of univer- 
ty education which prevailed in his time, wtfl appear from 

fi 3 thp 
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the following addrefs to a very powerful and popular per- 
fonage : 

* Hail* Horrors, hail ! ye ever gloomy howers* 

Ye Gothic fanes* and antiquated towers* 

Where ruftiy Camus* flowly- winding flood 
Perpetual draws his humid train of mud : 

Glad I revifit thy negie&ed reign* 

Oh take me to thy peaceful (hade again* 

‘ But chiefly thee* whofe influence breath’d from higlv 
Augments the native darknefs of the iky ; 

Ah Ignorance I foft faiutary power ! 

Proftratc with filial reverence I adofe; 

Thrice hath Hyperion roll’d his annua! race, 
pince weeping I forfook thy fond embrace* 

Oh fay, fuctefsful do'ft thou Hill oppofe 
Thy leaden rijgia ’gainftour ancient foes / 

Still ftretch, tenacious of thy right divine* 

The mafly feeptr? o’er thy flumb’ring line l 
And dews Lethean through the land difpeUfb 
To fteep in flumbers each benighted fenfe i 
If any (park of Wit’s delufive ray 
Break out* and flaih a momentary day* 

With damp* cold touch forbid it to afpire* 

And hpddle up in fogs the dangerous fire. 

4 Oh fay— (he h ears me not, but carelefs growp t 
Lethargic nods upon her ebon throne. 

Goddefs ! awake* arife* alas my fears! 

Can powers immortal feel the force of years ! 

Not thns of old* with enfigns wide unfurl'd* 

She rode triumphant o’er the v§nqui(h’d world { 

Fierce nations own’d her unrefifted might* 

And all was Ignorance* and ail was Night* 

4 Oh facred age ! Oh times for ever loft ! 

(The School-man s glory* and the Church»mg&*s boaft.) 
For ever gone— yet ftill to fancy new. 

Her rapid wings the traniient feene pprfue* 

And bring the buried ages, back to view* 

4 High on her car* behold the Grandam ridf 
like old Sefqftris with barbaric pride ; 

• # • * a teaxp of harnefs’d monarchs bend 

f * * t * 

But what (ball wo fay on fame of the moft beautiful lines in 
fbefe pofthumpus fragments being, addreffed to Bentley* on his 
[ftrange] deiigns to thefe Poems* and conveying the higheft en- 
pofliums? This is moft unaccountably true: 

4 In filent gaze the tuneful choir among* 

Half pleas'd* half bla/hing let the raufe admires 
While Bentley leads her lifter- art alopg* ; 

Aud bids the pencil anfwcr to the lyre* 

Sec 
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See, !n their toirf?, eafcK tranfitoiy thotfghV 
Fix’d by his toach a lofting eftencc cake ; 

Eath dream, in fhncy’s airy colouring wrought. 

To local fymmetry and life awake! 

The tardy rhymes that us’d to linger on. 

To cenfure cold, and negligent 0/ fame. 

In fwifter meafures animated ran, 

And catch a luftre from his genuine flame. 

Ah i could they catch his ftrength, his eafy grace. 

His quick creation, bis unerring line ; 

The energy of Pope they might efface. 

And Dryden’s harmony fubmit to mine* 

Bur not to one in this benighted age 
Is that diviner infpinuion given. 

That burns in Shakefpeare’s or in Milton’s page. 

The pomp and prodigality of heav’n. 

As when confpiring in the diamond’s blaze. 

The meaner getns, that fingly charm the fight* 

Together dart their intermingled rays. 

And dazzle with aluxury of light. 

Enough for me, if to fome feeling breaft 
My lines a (ecret fympathy imtart ; 

And as their pleafing influence flows tonfift , 

A figh of iofc refle&ion heave tbt heart* 

Read die fccond ftanza, and turn to the defign for the Hymn 
toAdverfity. Behold the quarter-ftafF of Jupiter, the horfe- 
lock, the hunting-whip, and the talons, and bid defiance to 
rifibUity if you cart. 

The paper on which the laft ftanza was written being broken, 
the words in Italics were fupplied by Mr. Mafon, who very in- 
genuoufly and veryjuftly exprefles bis diflatisfaaion with thq 
termination of the third line ; the end of the fourth, however, 
is not more fatisfa&ory to us ; but it is not fo eafy to alter it 
as may be imagined ; for, would it be better if it ftood 
thus l 

Enough for me, if to fome feeling breaft 
My lines a fecrei fy mpachy convey. 

And as their pleafing influence there Jhall reft 9 
A figh of foft reflection flea! away. 

We cannot take leave of thefe precious fragments without 
prefoning our Readers with one more, of the Lyric kind : 

4 Now* the golden Mom aloft 
WsVes her dew-bcfpangled wing. 

With vermil cheek, and whifper foft 
She wooes the tardy Spring : 

Till April ftarts, and calls around 
The fleeping fragrance from the ground; 

And lightly o’er the living fcene 
Scatters his frefheft, tendered green.* 

B 4 New* 
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New-born flocks, in ruftic dative, 

J^rilkirig ply their feeble feet ; 

Forgetf ul of their winery tf anqe 
The birds his prefence greet : 

But chief, the (ky-lark warbles high 
His trembling thrilling extacy ; 

And, leflening from the dazzled fight. 

Melts into air and liquid light* 

Yefterday the fullen year 
Saw the (hovvy whirlwind fly \ 

Mute was the mufi'c of the air, 

U he herd flood drooping by : ‘ 

Their -raptures now that wildly flow. 

No yeflerday, nor morrow know ; r 
i *Tis man alone that joy deferies 
With forwardy and reverted eyes. 

Smiles on Daft Misfortune’s brOw, 

Soft Refledtion’s hand can trace ; 

And o*er the cheek of Sorrow throw; 

A melancholy grace : 

While hope prolongs our happier hour ; 

Or deepelt (hades that dimly lower 
And blacken round our weary way, 
pilds with a gleam of diflan t day. * 

Stilly where rofy Pleafure leads, 

, See a kindred Grief purfue ; 

Behind the fleps that Mifery treadf 
'Approaching Comfort view : 

The hues of blifs more brightly glow, 

ChaAis’d by fabler tints of woe ; ' h 
And blended form, with artful ftrife, 

The ilrength and harmony of life. K 

See the Wretch, that long has toft 
On the thofby bed of pain, < v 
At length repair his vigour loft. 

And breathe, and walk again 
, The mean eft floweret of the vale, 

The flmpleft note that fwells the gale. 

The Common fan, the air, the (kies, * 

- To Him are opening Paradife*’ 

Tfo* f««ond line in the fecond ftanza difpleafes tie, as being 
{oo obvioufly all iterated. It feems that the ear ihould be maite 
Jo feel the effe£t of this rhythmical part of harmony, by fucK 
a difpofition as hides every appearance of its being intended* 
The two firft words in the fourth line of the fame ftanza do 
potTatisfy us, either bccauftl they ftand unclaffically, or becaufe 
jhey bear to6'much of the dominantia nomina rtrum , The reft is 
jgor|h^ of Gray. ' ‘ ‘ ‘ : 
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From a letter of Mr. Gray to Mr. Mafon, dated July 25, 
1756, it (hould feem that the latter had expreffed feme clifta- 
fisfadion at the treatment he had met with from the Reviewers, 
and the former, to remove his chagrin, recommends it to him 
to defpife the criticifm of Prefbyterian parfons, #c. f . Now, 
Ht remember that Mr. Mafon’s Odes were, about that time, 
freely criticifed in our Review, but not by any Prefbyterian 
parfon. No perfon of that denomination ever prefumed* in 
our Society, to approach the regions of Pa^rnaflus : as to the 
yeft, we feel oqrfelves fuperior to anger on fuch occafions, and 
have no anfwer for the dead. One thing, however, we mutt 
not pafs unnoticed : ? I own, fays (he Letter-writer, it is an 
impertinence in thefe gentry to talk of ope at all either in good 
or bad $ but this we muft all fwaljow ; 1 mean not only we that 
a write, but all the we’s that ever did any thing to be talked of/ 
The vanity of this paffage may be indulged j the abfurdity of it in 
a writer of Mr. Gray’s character, is really wonderful, arid how it 
lhould efcape fuch an editor as Mr* Mafon is equally extraordi- 
nary. It is impertinent in us to talk either in good of bad of a 
yjritex tyko baf done Jqme thing to be TALKED OF ! Could we pof- 
fibly be ferious in the face of an Hybernicifm, we might en- 
large upon the right of public criticifm on whatever is ex- 
hibited to public fale— But neither can we treat the under- 
standing of our Readers fo much like that of children, as to 
think fuch an argypient by any means neceffary. Mr. Gray 
ought to have been To much of a Civilian as to have remem- 
bered, PuBLICI JURIS, ET PUBLICO SUB JUDICE. Let U9 
contemplate him in a more amiable light, and lee him equalling 
Sulpiciys in his confolatory letter to Cicero, while he writes to 
his friend Dr. Wharton on the death of his only fon ; 

r I am equally fenfible of your aiflidion, and of your kindnefs, 
that made you think of me at fuch a moment ; would to God 1 could 
leflen jhe one, or requite the other with that coniolation which I 
have often received from you when I moll wanted it! but your grief 
is too juft, and the caufe of it too frefh, to admit of any fuch en- 
deavour: What, indeed, is all human confolation? Can it efface 
every little amiable word or ad ion of an objed we loved, from our 
memory r Can it convince us, that all the hopes we had entertained, 
the plans of future fatisfadion we had formed, were ill grounded 
and vain, only becaufe we have loft them ? The only comfort (I am 
afraid) that belongs to our condition, is to refled (when time has 
given us lei fu re for refie lion) that others have fuffered worle ; or 
that we ou rfelves might have fnffered the fame misfortune times 
and in eircnmftances that would probably have aggravated our for- 
row. You might have feen this poor child arrive at an age to fulfil 


• Man-midwive* too are mentioned, poflibly, not with reference 
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all your hopes, to attach you more ftrongly to him by long habit, 
by efteetti', as well as natural affe&ion, and that towards the decline 
of you* life, whet) we mod ftand in need of AippOrt, and ^rhen he 
might chance to hare been your only fupport ; and then by fbme un- 
fore fenn and deplorable accident, or fome painful lingering diftem- 
per, you might have loft him. Such has been the fete of many an 
unhappy father ! I know there is a fort of tendernefs which infancy 
and innocence-alone produce ; but I think you muft own the other to 
be a fbonger and a more overwhelming, (orrow. Let me then be- 
feech you to try, by every method of avocation and amufement, 
whether you cannot, by degrees, get the better of thatdeje&ion of 
fpirits, whifch inclines you tb fee every thing in the worft light pof- 
Able, and throws a fort of voluntary gloom, not only over your pie* 
ftrrt, but future days ; as if even yourfituatiou now were not pro* 
ftrafele to that of thoufands round you ; and as if yonr profped here- 
after might not open as much of happinefs to yon as to any pcrfim 
you -know: the condition of our life perpetually inftru&s os to be 
rather flow to hope, as well as to despair ; and (I know you will 
forgive me, if 1 tell you) you are often a little too hafty m both, 
perhaps from conftitution ; it is fure we have great power over our 
own minds, when we chufe to exert it; and tnough it be difficult 1 
to relift the mechanic impulfe and bias of our own temper, it is yet 
poffible, and ftfll more fo, to delay thbfe refoludons it inclines us to 
take, which we alraoft always have caufe to repent. 

* You tell me nothing of Mrs. Wharton’s or your own ftate of 
health : I will not talk to you more upon this fubjeft till I hear you 
are both well ; for that is the grand point, and without it we may as 
well not think at all. You flatter me in thinking that any thing I 
can do*, could at all alleviate the juft concern your lofs has given 
you ; but I cannot flatter myfelf fo far, and know how little quali- 
fied I am at prefent to give any fatisfaftion to myfelf on this head, 
and in this way, much lefs to you. I by no means pretend to in* 
fpi ration ; but yet I affirm, that the faculty, in queftfon, is by no 
means voluntary ; it is the refult (I fuppofe) of a certain dhpofithm 
of mind, which does not depend of one’s felf, and which I have not 
felt thij long time. You that are a witnefs how feldom this fpirit has 
moved me in my life, may eafily give credit to what I fav.’ 

Towards the conclufion of the Memoirs, Mr. Mafon has 
placed a journal of a tour through part of the north of England 
and Scotland ; a journal which Mr. Gray Teems to have written, 
as Montaigne wrote his* merely for the afliftance of his own 
recolle&ion, and which the Editor has no doubt publifhed upon 
the fame principle that Montaigne did, that nothing which 
falls from the pen of a man of genius can be unworthy of pre* 
fervation. This, though nothing more than an itinerary, has it$ 
pleafing paffages, its lively marks of tafte and enthufiafm : 

* Next I paffed by the little chapel of Wiborh, out of which the 

Sunday congregation w e re - t h e n iflui tig ; foon after a beck near Dun* 
meilraife; when I entered WtaftUorelaad' a fecond time; and rto w 
- " " 7 — , ■ , — — — v— 

* * His friend had requefted him to write an epitaph on the child.* 

began 
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fcegan to fee Holm-crag, diftingmHhed from its ragged neighbours, 
not fomsch by ks height as by the ftsaAge broken outlines of ite 
top, like fome gigantic building demolished, and the Hones that 
compofed it flung crofs each other in wild confufion. Juft beyond it 
opens one of the fweeteft landfcapes that art ever attempted to imi- 
tate. The i>ofom of the mountains ipreading here into a broad ba- 
ion difcoreri in the midft Grafmere* water ; its margin is hollowed 
into fmali bays, with bold eminences ; fome of rock, fome of foft 
turf, tha£ half-conceal, and vary the figure of the little lake they 
Command : from the fliore, a low promontory pufhes itfelf far ipto 
the water, and on it Hands a white village with the parifh church 
riling in the midft of k : hanging inclofures, corn-fields, and mea- 
dows green as an emerald, with their trees and hedges, and cattle, 
fill up the whole fpaee from the edgeof the water : and juft oppofit# 
to you is a large fam-houfe at the bottom of a fteep fmooth lawn, 
embofomed in old woods, which climb half-way up the mountain’s 
fide, and difeover above them a broken line of crags that crown the 
feene. Not a fingle red tile, no flaring gentleman’s houfe, or garden- 
walls, break in npon the repofis of this little unfufpe&ed paradife; 
bat all is peace, rufticity, and happy poverty in its neateft moft be- 
coming attire. 9 

Some account which the Editor has given us of the Author’s 
ftudies and attainments, and fome observations we (hall offer 
on his genius and poetry, will conclude this Article in oqr 
next. 


A*t« II* Curfory Remarks made in a Tour through fome of the northern 
Parts of Europe, particularly Copenhagen , Stockholm, and Pcterjburgb m 
By N. Wraxall, Junior. 8vo. 5 s. fewed. Cadell. 1775. 

T HIS ingenious traveller juftly obferves, * that the furvey 
of nations and view of foreign and diffimilar modes of 
?&ing and thinking to our own, is not only formed to enlarge 
the human mind, and conrcd its early prejudices, but is cal- 
culated to charm, and delight in a fupremc degree, as it has 
for its bafis two paffions moft powerfully conducing to plea- 
fure, I mean, novelty and admiration.’ 

As hp travelled on a more laudable principle than the gene- 
rality of thofe who travel, becanfe it is expeded they Jheuld 
travel, fo his {ftps were judidoufly di reded to thofe pans 
where the greateft novelties were to be expeded, and where 
the objc&s of Ms attention were likely to be more curious and 
interesting to a philofophical mind, than the grand tour fo often 
made, and fo often deferibed. If he fhould be thought to 
have moved with great velocity in paffibg over neat 3000 miles 
round the Baltic, in little more than five months, it ought to 
be confidered that his gratifications, were oftener of a mental 
t)ian of a fenfual kind, and that the. body is more impatient 
under di (agreeable circumftances than even t lie mind : the 
Want> of accommQdatiop9.whi^h aa Engliflv traveller feels per- 
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baps more than any other, and the general poverty of the coun- 
tries he vifited, made him glad to hurry from the place of his 
departure to that of his deftination, as fpeedily as he could* 
meeting with few temptations on the road to protra& his 
journey. 

, The following particulars relating to the unfortunate count 
Struenfee, dated from Copenhagen, will not be unacceptable tp 
an Englifh reader. 

‘ I prom i fed in my lad letter to give you fome little account of 
the court. I mud, however, premife, that I have not had the hor 
nour 0 f being prefen ted to the fovereign here, as is cudomary with 
grangers from the other kingdoms of Europe. It is fufficient that I 
4m an EngliAunan, not to with it; and, indeed, with fo jealous an eye 
are we regarded, at prefent, in this capital, that 1 can affure you, 
becaufe I have it from the mod refpe&able and inconteftible au- 
thority, that fo little an individual as myfeif, fo humble and un- 
known a traveller as 1 am, is not only publickly talked of,, but 
even fufpe&ed as a fpy, becaufe I come from England, and have 
no avowed motive, except curiofity and knowledge. 1 have never, 
therefore, been at the levee, which is every Friday ; but I go to 
t}ie drayving-rooipj and mingle unnoticed among the crowd. 1 was 
there lad night, when his ma jedy, the queen dowager, and prince 
Frederic the king’s brhther,. were prefent. To give you a pi&ure, 
of the court, as it now exids, 1 mud carry you back to the time 
of the late celebrated, and unhappy favourite, count Struenfee. I 
have made it my endeavour, fince my arrival here, to gain the mod 
authentic and unprejudiced intelligence refpe&ing him, and the 
late extraordinary revolution which expelled a queen from her 
throne and kingdom, and brought the miniders to the fcaifold. . I 
fhall only inform you of fome few anecdotes, which elucidate his 
character, and with which you may be unacquainted ; though, as I 
never perufed the printed account of his life and trial, which ap- 
peared in England, you mud excufe me if I repeat what you have 
fjeen there. 

‘ Struenfee, as you knew, had not any noble blood in his veins, 
or confequently any hereditary and preferiptive title to the imme- 
diate guidance of affairs of date. Fortune, and a train of pecu- 
liar circumdanccs, coinciding with his own talents and addrefs, 
feem to have drawn him from his original mediocrity of condition, 
and placed him in an elevated rank. He originally pra&ifed phyfic 
at Ahona on the Elbe, and afterwards attended the prefent king of 
Denmark on his travels into England, in quality of phyfician. On 
his return, he advanced by rapid drides in the royal favour, and 
feems to have eminently poffeffed the powers of pleating, fince he 
was equally the favourite of both the king and queen. He was in- 
veded with the order of St. Matilda, indituted in honour of the 
queen, created a count, and poffeffed unlimited miniderial power : 
his cohdudt, in this fudden and uncommon eminence, marks a bold 
and daring mind ; perhaps I might add, an expanded and patriotic 
heart. Unawed by the precarious tenure of courtly greatnefs, and 
snore pecnliarlyof his own, he began a general reform. The date 
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felt him through all her members : the finances, chancery, army, 
nary, nobles, peafants~all were fenfible of his .influence. He not 
only dictated, but penned his replies to every important quefiioa 
or difpatch; and a petition, or fcheme of public import and uti- 
lity, rarely waited two hours for an anfwer. At prefent, I am 
told, you may be two months without receiving any. The 
civil judicature of this capital was then veiled in thirty magilirates. 
Struenfce fent a meflage to this tribunal, demanding to k^ow the 
annual ialary or penfion annexed to each member : rather alarmed 
at this enquiry, they fent an anfwer, in which they diminilhed their 
emoluments two thirds, and ellimated them at 1500, in Head of 
4CC0 rbt-dollars •. The count then informed them, that his raa- 
jefiy had no farther occafion for their fervices, but in his royal mu- 
nificence and liberality, was gracioufiy pleafed to continue to them 
the third part of their avowed incomes, as a proof of his fatisfac- 
tion with their conduit. He at the fame time conflicted another 
court, com poled only of fix perfons of approved integrity, to whom 
the fame power was delegated. He proceeded to purge the chan- 
cery, and other bodies of the law. Then entering on the military 
department, he, at one flrolce, broke all the horfe-guards, and af- 
terwards the regiment of Norwegian foot guards, the fine A corps 
in the fervice, and who were not dilbanded without a £hort, but 
very dangerous fedition. Still proceeding in this falutary, but molt 
critical and perilous atchievement, he ultimately began tQ attempt 
a diminution of the power of the nobles, and to fee the farmers 
and peafants at perfect liberty. You mull not, — you will not won- 
der that he fell a vidim to fuch meafures, and that all parties 
joined in his dellrudion. Thefe were his real crimes, and not that 
lie war too acceptable to the queen, which only formed a pretext. 
It was the minifier, and' not the man, who had become obnoxious^ 
I do not pretend, in the latter capacity, either to excufe or con- 
demn him ; but as a politician, I rank him with the Clarendons 
and the Mores, whom tyranny, or public bafenefs, and want of 
virtue, have brought, in almofl every age, to an untimely and ig : 
aominious exit ; but to whole memory impartial pollerity have done 
ample juflice.’ 

Such it feems are the reports on the fpot, which may be 
collated with • thofe of wider circulation, without the hope of 
our fpeedily knowing, with certainty , the fecret fprings of thofe 
political events which happen in our own days. The ways 
of ftarefmen are pad finding out; and they mud be young in 
hiftory and in politics, who give miniflers the credit of conduct- 
ing public meafures . upon the common principles of private 
morality : nor are inftances wanting, recent as well as ancient, 
to illuftrate the danger of attempting reformation in qourtS. 

Of count Brandt, we have the following account: 

4 This tfnfortunate man rofe chiefly under Struenfee’s aufpices, 
though he was originally of an honourable defeent. During a re* 
fidence which the couYt made at one of the royal palaces, that of 
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Herdhelxn, it happened that his mxjefty quarrelled with Brandfl 
and, which was fingular enough, challenged him. This the count* 
yon may imagine, declined; When they met foon after, the king 
repeated his defiance, called him coward ; and Brandt Bill behav- 
ing with temper, as became a fubjed, he thvuft his hand into hi i 
mouth, fehed hit tongue, and had very nearly choaked him. Ia 
this fituadon can it be wondered at, that he ftionld bite the king’s 
finger, or ftrike him, or botk? Self-prefervation muft neccflariiy 
fuperfede every other feeling at fuch a moment, and plead his 
paidon. By Struenfee’s mediation the quarrel was immediately 
^ made up, and the king promifed never more to remember or refent 
the circumfUnce of his ftriking him. Yet was this blow, gitreq to 
preferve himfelf from imminent deftrudlion, and' from the fory of 
an enraged man, made the pretence for his condemnation. They 
faid, he nad lifted his hand againft the king’s facred perfon, which 
was death by the laws of Denmark, — His lawyer, I am told, made 
an excellent defence for him, and very forcibly remarked the efien- 
ti&l difference between aflaulting his fovereign, and only defending 
himfclf from a private attack. 4 One of our former monarchs* 
faid he, (Chriftian the Vth) was nfed frequently to unbend himfelf 
among his nobles : on thefe occaiions, it was his cuftom to fay, 
44 The king is not at home.” All the courtiers then behaved with 
the utmoft freedom and familiarity, unreftrained by the royal pre* 
fence. When he chofe to refume his kingly dignity, he faid,— * 
• 4 The king is again at home.” But what, added he, muft we do 
now, when the king is never at home ?’ — This feetns more like the* 
fpeech of an Engfifhinfcn than a Dane, and breathes a manly 
and unfettered fpirit. 

4 The fkulls and bones of thefe unhappy men are yet expofed 
on wheels about a mile and a half out of town : I have viewed them 
with mingled commiferation and honor. They hold up an awful 
and affecting teflon for future ftatefmen.^ 

Adding fuch fa£h to thofe with which all htftory is crowded* 
what conclufions will free and liberal minds draw as to roy- 
alty ? comparing their /acred majefties of Pruffia and Denmark 
together, will they not think that kings are equally terrible, 
whether they are diftinguifhed by genius, or by a total 
want of it ? and that it is lead dangerous to have a king of 
plain common fenfe, who can difeover that two and two are 
four, without making a miftake, and without having any pre- 
tensions to depth of penetration ? After all, contingent cir- 
cumfiances may render a pofitive decifion on fuch a quef- 
tion extremely difficult. 

From Denmark Mr. W. proceeds to Sweden, he defaces 
Stockholm, Carlfcroon, and the iron mines of Danmora, in aft 
amufuig intelligent manner ; and treats of the late well known 
revolution that took place in that country. 

The reader will be well entertained by Mr, W.’s deferip- 
tion of Peterlburg, the emprefs, her court, and palaces * to- 
gether with his remarks on the character and conduit of the 
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pzar Peter I. Our fair country women may perhaps derive fgme 
fatisfadion beyond that of merely gratifying their curiofity, ia 
reading his account of the Ruffian ladies. 

• The genuine Ruffians who are unadulterated by a commerce 
With other nations, evidently partake much more of Afiatic than of 
European manners : the men among the lower clafs oniverfally wear 
the beard, in defiance of all the rigorous edi&s ilTued by Peter the 
1ft to aboliih this barbarous cuftom. The women in general only bind 
their heads with pieces of filk or linen, very nearly resembling in 
appearance the eaftern turband, and accommodate the other parts of 
their drefs pretty nearly to our’s. I have* however, feen many of 
them in the old Mufcovite habits of the different provinces, which 
are carious and grotefque in the higheft degree. In ibme the hcad- 
drefs proje&s fix or eight inches from the forehead, and is enriched 
with pearls: in others it is a fort of bonnet laced, and fitting clofc 
round the head ; nor is the reft of their habit lefs Singular. 

• I am only juft returned from being a fpe&ator of one of their 
cuftoms, at which I could not help being a little fiirprifed. It 
was a promifcuous bathing of not lefs than two hundred perfbns of 
both fexes. 1 know you wjll inrfnediately recolleft lady Montague’s 
defcription of the baths of Sophia, and expeft fomewhat of the fame 
nature ; but nothing can be more oppofite or unlike. The vivid 
colouring pf her pen has called up a fcene more voluptuous . and 
glowing, than any which Ovid imagined, or Titian drew; we fee 
the Houris of Mahommed realized, and beauty in all its naked mag- 
nificence : but this was a fight rather excitive of difguft than defire, 
and to which only curiofity could ever have led me. There are 
Several of thefe public bagnios in Peterfburgh, and evdry one pays 
a few copiques (value a halfpenny Engliih each) for admittance. 
There are, indeed, (eparate fpaces for the men and women ; but 
they feem quite regardlefs of this diftin&ion, and fit or bathe in 
a date of abfolute nudity among each other. What is equally 
extraordinary, they go firft into a room heated to fo intenfe a 
degree that k is fcar^e ppffible to breathe in it ; and after having 
remained there till their bodies are in the moft violent perfpira- 
tion, they inftantly either plunge into the cold water of the Neva, 
dr elfe throw a quantity of it over them from little buckets with 
which they are all provided for that purpofe. This may only harden 
a Ruffian conftitution, but, I believe, would be found to have very 
different effe&s on an ' Edglilh one. The greater part qf the wo- 
men were the mod hideous figures I ever beheld, and reminded 
me of Horace’s Canidia, for whom they were very proper compa- 
nions. I counted half a dozen young girls who appeared tolerably 
pretty, and they never could have been viewed to more advantage 
than near fucli foils. As a fludier of nature 1 confefs this is as 
proper a fchool as can be imagined, fincc fancy can hardly figure 
an attitude which may not be found here ; but as a voluptuary I 
would never vifit it more. 

• A gentleman with whom I happened to be in company fome 
days fince, communicated to me a remark on the Mulcovite wo- 
men, which I thought ingenious, and may very poffibly be true.* 
We wore talking of the Indian dancing girls, whom I have feen at 
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Goa, Mangalore, and other places on the cOaft of Malabar, who) 
it is known, are capable of cohabitation at eleven years of age) 
and frequently have children at thofe years : a ci ream ft a nee refult- 
ing in a great degree from their proximity to the fun, which ripens 
men as well as plants much earlier in thofe , tropical latitudes! 

•* You mu ft not, however,” faid he, “ apprehend that the fame 
rule reverfed holds good among us, and that betraufe an Indian is 
arrived to maturity at eleven, a Ruffian is^not fo till twenty-two. 
The females in this country are all forced, and brought. forward 
in defpite of nature : during the winter months they are Conftantly 
in apartments heated by ftoves to a vaft degree, from which they 
enter upon a hafty, but hot fummer of two or three months, 
The confequence of this, fuperadded to their warm baths, of which 
they are very fond, is, that they Want, like every other artificial 
production, the genuine flavour which only nature can give* That 
charmfog firmnefs and elafticity of flefh, fo indifpenfibly requifite 
to conftitute beauty, fo delicious to the touch, and fo provoking to 
the appetite, exifts not among the Ruffian females, or in very few 
of them.”— I mu ft own this obfervation not only appears founded 
in reafbn, but y/zs moll ftrikingly exemplified in the affembly where 
I was prefen t this afternoon. 

4 Apart from this concealed and uncertain defeO, I cannot fay 
much in praife of the charms which the ladies difeover ; indeed, I 
am told, the ftile of lovelinefs here is not a little different from 
ours, and that to poflefs any pre eminent degree of it a woman 
njuft weigh at leaft two hundred weight. Prior’s criterion won't 
do here, and they would laugh at his Fine ly degrees* and beeue* 
t [fully left," as a falfe and vitiated taftc. The late emprcfs Eliza- 
beth was one of thefe ponderous and mafly beauties, and fuch (he 
appears in the portraits 1 have feen of her.’ 

Mr. W. gives an affe&ing description of the perilous Rate of 
Dantzick, the fuburbs of which are now occupied by Pruffian 
troops, and yvhich waits in anxious fufpence for the good of- 
fices of other powers to relieve it from its impending fate: 
but it is to be feared that the fpirit of encroachment is too gei 
neral, for the inhabitants of an induRrious and therefore ricK 
city to hope that any one will interfere to obftruft what may 
be confidered as a common caufe. 

The Rate of the country thus open to ufurpation may be 
conceived, when at Treiduitz a village in Great Poland, our 
traveller could not procure even a difh of coffee for his break- 
faR : his hoR affured him he had feen none for fifteen yeari . 
paft, though he might get fome at Tempelbourg, twelve mile* 
diRant. 

* Here begin his Pruffian majefty's rightful and hereditary domx- .■ 
nions . — but what an immenfe addition has he made to thefe,* *r . : 
the feizure of all Polilh Pruffia, the bifhopric of Ermelahd, thfe , 
free cities of Culm, fcJbing, and Marienbourg, the province of Cu- 
javia in Poland, and other inferior acquifitions f Thorn, Dantzi^, 
and Pofna, muft inevitably fall into his hands, unlefs fome power 
imerpofc * ; and what limit fo able and ambitipus a monarch may ' 
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fef&r to his pretentions, i§ Very uncertain. I leave it to fu per ior 
heads to determine how far the general fyftem of power is affected 
by thefe alterations, of which, and the importance of them, you 
have very imperfect and erroneous ideas in England. The divifion 
of Poland, a kingdom little known t though larger than the nine 
circles of the German empire, Will cover pofterity with aftonifh- 
menc, though the prefent age regards it with indifference and tran- 
quillity. This juftififcs cardinal de Retz’s remark, that the events 
6f oor own times, hoWever extraordinary, affedl us faintly, and re- 
quire time to give them* their juft weight and magnitude, which are 
loft by too near a view.’ 

From the foregoing fextra&s which we cduld with eafe and 
pleafure have greatly augmented, the reader may conceive hovr 
different this tour is, from thofe Where the relaters, over- 
looking the (nod important • obje&s, hurry like brokers fronp. 
palace ta palace, as the only natural, ftages, merely to take invert- 
tories, and make out catalogues of furniture. 

Art* III. An Inquiry into the Policy of the Penal Laws , offering the 
Pepijb Inhabitants of Ireland . In which the Hillory and Conftitution 
, of that Country, and the Rights of Colonies and Planters are briefly 
.considered ; and a few Observations made on the Laws that re- 
ftrain the Trade of Ireland ; with fome Hints refpe&ing America. 
8vo. 3 s. fewed. Robinfon. 1 775. 

T HE caufe of the poor oppreiTed natives of Ireland, is 
berq pleaded not •nly on motives of humanity,* but on 
found political principles. The writer introduces his remarks 
on the prefent operation of the penal laws in Ireland, withk 
retrofpeflive account of the firft fettlement of the Englifh 
there, and ari htflorical detail of the government of the Englifli 
territory, until the whole iflarid became fubjedt to our laws 
and government. He then obferves, that the only principle on 
which the penal laws formerly eriaded 4 can, at this day, owe 
their con tin nance, is that which their title avows to have been the 
obje& chiefly aimed at in ena&iog them ; namely, to prevent the 
farther growth of popery ; which, upon a flight confideration of the 
matter, mult appear to be at beft a very ill-judged title. Indeed, 
a clearer proof how little the growth of popery has been thereby 
prevented, cannot be produced, than the inconflderable number qf 
papifts who have become converts fince thofe laws were made. 

‘ Poverty and ignorance are infeparable adjun&s. The power of 
Taperftition is always grpateft on the minds of the ignorant. By 
keeping the body of thofe people popr, we have, at the fame time, 
kept tnetn in profound ignorance. 

* By means of their poverty and ignorance, they are entirely in 
the power of their priefts, whofe fordid policy teaches them, that 
the beft means of preferring their own pitiful livelihood, is to in- 
fa fe fuperftitious ideas of religion into the minds and paflions of £ 
wretched vulgar. 

Rev. July, 1775. C ‘ Ignorant 
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* Ignorant and illiterate people feldom look forward to poflible 
benefits and revcrfionary advantages : none but the blind can over- 
look the bleifings and comforts that are offered to them, and laid 
in their way, While, therefore, the papiffs have no immediate in- 
ducements to acquire knowledge, they will remain what they are* 
Laud facile imer gunt quorum virtutibus oh flat ret augufla domi . 

* Let them but once be poiTeffed of fome (hare in that property 
which is a chief obje& of our juridical fyffem, and they will be- 
come ambitious to acquire a knowledge of thofe laws upon which 
its fecurity depends. They will have a thoufand new induce- 
ments to polifh themfelves in every refpeft. The clouds of igno- 
rance will be difpelled. They will qualify themfelves to fit on 
juries, and to decide upon questions in which they have a perma- 
nent intereft. They will aim at having a right to join in fending 
to parliament thofe who are to provide laws to regulate and bina 
their newly acquired poffeflions. Such whofe indultry (hall hap- 
pen to be crowned with any extraordinary (hare of wealth, will af» 
pire at being held in the rank of gentlemen. They will be ambi- 
tious of puining themfelves into confequence and credit, of exert- 
ing their talents and abilities for the public good, and of attai»- 
ing the honour and profit of public employments. They will be ' 
induced to obtain feats in the national fenate, and to aflift in mak- 
ing thofe laws in which they will have then fo great a concern : and 
to do all this they muff become proteftants.’ 

Such arguments it is apprehended cannot be controverted 
by a proteftant Britifh government ; and if they are valid, 
our meafures ought certainly to be guided by them : but our 
. very fenfible Hibernian requires no affiftance in giving thedi 
full force* 

4 It cannot, fays he, be maintained, with the lead femblance 
of reafon or plaufibility, that the poverty of a major part of our 
people is a better fecurity to the government than their intereff and 
affe&ion would be. Let qs open a door then for that afFe&ion, con- 
fidence, and duty, upon which the peace and profperity of the 
kingdom might be reafonably founded. They are ready and will- 
ing to enter in at it. They have long been ready to give the beft 
tell of their affection to the government that can be devifed, by* 
deriving their tides and properties from the legal fupport and fa- 
vour of that government. By thefe means they will be equally in- 
terefted in its prefervation ; for they will have as much to lofe by 
its deftru&ion as any others. Under their prefent circumftances, 
they have little or nothing to forfeit They may be benefited by 
public commotions and revolutions ; and the only lofj they can 
•fbffain, is the lofs of a wretched life of poverty and fervirode ; 
under which, notwithftanding a few tumultuary rifings (which it 
ihould be remembered were not confined to the papiffs alone), they 
have lived with wonderful patience. It is not a little affonifhing 
that the difeontent which want and wretchednefs naturally beget, 
have not oftener fiimulated them to more defperate courfes. Men 
muff be of a very temperate conffitotion not to be inflamed by fuch 
provocations. They could only have been reffrained by the hope of 
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ioon obtaining more encouragement ; or by the prudent confidera- 
tion, that any attempt they made would probably be unfuccefsful, 
and that unfuccefsful infurre&ions never fail to bring down evils 
on the infurgents. 

4 Yet thefe few tumultuary rifings of a wretched vulgar, occa- 
fioned principally, if not folely, by the bad influence and cfFefts of 
the very laws, the policy of which I arraign ; by that defpair and 
difcentent (the moll dangerous corrupters and bane of civil fociety) 
they produce ; and by that lazy idlenefs from which, by means of 
thofe laws, they have no fpur to roufe them : 1 fay, thefe no&urnal 
mobs, thus excited and drawn together, have been urged as a proof 
of difaffe&ion, and as a reafon for the continuance of laws, the 
dangerous tendency and palpable abfardity of which, are bell evinced 
by the infarre&ions and diforders that have been occafioned by 
them. 

4 The Irifh catholics neither are nor can be enemies to the (late, 
nor to the family now on the throne, otherwife, or longer, than 
we oblige then* to be fo, and tfeat them as if they really were* 
Confider them as friends and good fubje&s, and they will become 
foch. The affe&ions of the common fubje&s of a kingdom, to 
the prevailing government and the reigning prince, are always pro- 
portioned to the advantages they enjoy under them ; and, as Sir 
William Temple juftly obferves, “ they are not fo apt to trouble 
themfelves about the rights and pofleffions of a crown, as about their 
own ; and feidom engage in the quarrels of the firil, but upon fome 
general and ftrong apprehenfions that the laft are in danger." 

The happy alterations which a well judged lenity would 
produce, are ftrongly enforced by his view of the country 
under the prefent fevere eftablilhment. 

4 If, continues he, farther arguments were neceftary to expofe the 
folly and wickednefs of the mifehievous laws againft the Irifh Roman 
Catholics, fuch arguments fuggeil themfelves in abundance. A depopu- 
lated uncultivated country is a large volume of proofs and iliuftra- 
tions, which he that runs may read. A great and dangerous (land- 
ing army is the fruit of palt miftakes upon this fubject. The di£ 
alledion of our own people was a principal argument in favour of 
the late enormoufly expenfive augmentation ; and it received addi- 
tional weight from the confideration of our internally dcfencelefs 
Hate againtt foreign invafion, through the want of a (landing ar- 
my, or a national militia, to Compofe the lafl of which it was de- 
nied that we had a Efficient number of proteflants or good fubje&s 
in the kingdom. But, by making our own people good fubje&s, 
we (hall take from thele arguments all their force. We fhalj be 
able to reduce the army without affording the lefs aid to Great Bri-’ 
tain. Having little occafion for foldiers at home, we may fpare a 
greater number to garrifon the foreign and remote branches of the 
Sate than we now do ; and, at the fame time, conflderably lower 
the whole eflablifhment. By thefe means, we (hould do more ef- 
fential fervice to the crown and all its dominions, than we ever 
(hall, or indeed poflibly can, in the prefent Hate of things. We 
lhall, like wife, by the mcreafe of proteftams, foon be enabled to 
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cftablifli that bed defence of political power and civil liberty, a well 
regulated national militia. 

‘ Poverty, ignorance, and flavery, are the only fruits the abfurd 
laws againit the papiils hitherto have produced, or probably ever 
will produce. Is it then wife, I (hould rather afk, is it not the 
greatelt madnefs and folly, freely and of choice, to relinquilh the 
bleflings of equal and univerfal liberty and property, induftry, 
commerce, and politenefs, in an improved country ; and to harbour 
in our bofoms that frightful group — their oppofites — tyranny, fla- 
very, wretchcdnefs, rude barbarifm, and lazy idlenefs, in a diflo- 
lute, barren, and uncultivated territory? 

‘ What are the fentiments of Voltaire, in his commentary on 
tfce admired Italian treatife of the marquis Beccaria, difeufling a 
queftion fomewhat fimilar to the prefen t ? With an authoritative 
boldnefs, infpired by the fubjedt, he fays, “ do not deprive your- 
felves of ufeful fubje&s, ufeful in your manufa&ures, your ma- 
rine, and the cultivation of your lands. Of what importance is 
it that their creed be fomewhat different from yours? You want 
their labour, and not their catechifm.” Let us feel the force of 
thefe truly pious fentiments ; and not take from the hands of oar 
.own people the plough-lhare and fpade, with the vain dedgn of 
tearing from them their beads and crucifixes ; or of abolifhing their 
Ave Marias and their facraments. , 

‘ To whatever number we fuppofe the people of Ireland to 
amount, more than half of that number are peafants, who, by a 
long and continued defpair of ever being able to fhake off the 
crulhing weight of penal laws, or of ever meeting better times 
than the prelent, are fo reduced in mind and fpirit, and humbled 
to a condition fo fervile, mean, and abjedt, that they fcarcely in- 
dulge a wifh for more than to fuftain, as long as they may, their 
fordid, infipid, and unfeeling life. One frieze coat, and one coarfe 
canvas fhirt, for which they barter a few potatoes, are, throughout 
the year, their bell protection againll the inclemency of the fky. 
Their crazy huts neither fecure them from the winds nor the wea- 
ther. One man contrives to plant as much potatoes as will feed a 
fmall family ; and, if he has not paflure to keep a cow, or a few 
goats, he drives to have fuch* a quantity of potatoes to (pare, as 
will purchafe, once a weel^ a little milk or falt-hlh, which, alas! 
they elteem a luxury. They go not only barefoored, but otherwife 
almoft naked; and, befides the hearth money, an odious, and ill- 
paid revenue, which, when paid, falls only on one in a family, 
they contribute nothing to the public purfe ; becaufe they are not 
able to purchafe any thing that pays a duty. Some of them are 
called farmers: but they are nothing more than the fervants, I 
fhould fay the Haves of the land owners; who extort from them 
as well the price of the- poor men’s labour as of the produce of 
the foil ; and endeavour to fquecze, out of the fweat and fatigue 
of their fellow-creatures, what, with good hulbandry and good po- 
licy, might be cheerfully paid by a comfortable and happy te- 
nantry. Thofe who are thus denominated farmers, be Tides being 
thoroughly ignorant of farming, are too poor to attempt improving 
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their grounds, or increafing their knowledge. Of what value is a 
million of thefe wretches !’ 

If they are of no value, experience proves them to be oc- 
cafionally dangerous 5 and nothing fliort of infatuation can 
withhold us from converting worthlefs enemies into able and 
rational friends. 

The nature of his fubjed naturally leads the author to give 
a fide glance towards America 5 but a iveftern is apprehended 
to be a bad light for his Irifh landfcape : or, to adopt his 
own figure, on a different occafion, to harp upon America, is 
touching a firing notin unifon with the prefent pitch of a 
courtier's ear. 


AftT. IV. The Hiftory of France* from the Commencement if the reign 
cf Henry III. and the Rife of the Catholic League , to the Peace of 
Vervins* and the Eftablijhment of the famous Edift of Nantes , in the 
Reign of Henry IV. Together with the moft in te re fling Events iq 
the Hiitory of Europe during that Period. By Walter Anderfon, 
D. D. 4 to. 1 1. is. Boards. Dilly, &c. 

A S long as thofe excellent models of hiftorical writing 
which the ancients have left us, continue to be ftudied, 
that is, as long as true learning and tafte remain in the 
world ; fo long the character of an hiftorian will be under- 
ftood to include fomething more, than that of a mere narra- 
tor of fads. With a thorough knowledge of events, and ac- 
curacy and fidelity in relating them, he muft unite a deep phU 
loiophical inveftigation of their caufes and tendencies } a ca*- 
pacity of deducing from thence judicious and irrterefting re* 
fiedions, and a degree of talle and genius fufficient to preferve 
the compofition from all material faults, and to give it ai} 
uniform air of elegance and dignity. It is not at all furprifing 
that a charader which includes fuch a variety of qualifications 
fhould fofeldom appear in the literary world $ and that among 
the great multitude of writers who employ themfelves in re- 
lating hiftorical fads, there fhould be fo few hiftorians. 

The difficulty of the undertaking will, with the judicious 
and candid, be deemed an apology for thofe hiftorical writers, 
who, while they pofiefs many of the efTential qualities of a 
good hiftorian, are defedive in fome of the higher graces and 
embellrfhments of the charader. In this clafe we rank the 
author of the prefent work. Though he has made no mate- 
ria] 2 ddition to the ftock of hiftorical knowledge refpeding 
the period which is the fubjed of his hiftory, he has chofen 
his fads with judgment, arranged them in a natural order, and 
Rated them with fidelity and exadnefs. If in fome parts of 
his work he has dwelt too long upon incidents of inferior con- 
sequence he has compenfated for the tedioufnefs of thefe parts 
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of his narrative by giving a full and cirumftantial relation of 
thofe interefting events, with which the period which he has 
made choice of as the fubjeCk of his hiftory abounds. Thofe 
who read hiftory principally for information, will therefore 
probably, on the whole, be pleafed with this work. But readers, 
whofe principal object is entertainment, and whofe tafte is too 
refined to be entertained by hiftorical writing which wanfs the 
elegance and energy of a Hume or Robertfon, or the dignity 
and fimpliciy of a Lyttelton, will not perufe this biltojy, 
without finding frequent occafion for difapprobation and dif- 
guft. For we obfervc, through the whole, the fame general 
caft of expreflion, though perhaps with fewer inaccuracies, on 
which we particularly animadverted in our examination of the 
firfl part of this work *. 

The Author is ftill very far from fuppcrting that purity and 
elegance in the choice and arrangement of his words, and that 
ftrength of thought and expreflion, by which many ancient, 
and Tome modern hiftorians have been diftinguifhed. There is 
a ftifFnefs and awkwardnefs in his expreflion, which muft ne- 
ceftarily deprefs his reputation as an hiftorian, apd oblige him 
to content himfelf with an inferior place in this clafs of writ- 
ers.— The following extrafts will, we apprehend, at once jus- 
tify our opprpbation of the materials of which this work is 
compofed, and pur critique upon the manner in which it is 
Written. 

Our Author thus delineates the characters of the dukes of 
Guife and Mayenne : ’ " * 

4 In the duke of Guife a variety of endowments, both of 
perfon and mind, were united. His ftature and afpeCt were 
flatilyi and noble. His mien and air, expreffive both of dig- 
nity and fweetnefs, rendered his addrefs the moft courteous, 
and infmuating, that can be imagined. He appeared to be 
formed alike for the life of a cpurtier and a fofdier ; by hi? 
polifhed ' manners, by the vivacity of his temper, and the vi- 
gour of his copftitution. With every fymptom of a liberal 
and generous fpirit ; the indications of the powers of his mind, 
and the ftrength of his natural genius, were no lefs confpicu- 
ous f Elevated in bis aims, bold and fteady in the purfiui of 
them j he joined, to fignal penetration ana fortitude, a fur- 
prifing cooinefs and patience in expecting diftant events to fa- 
vour them. Ip another view of ’his character $ the merit of 
fucb remarkable ingredients of it was diminifhecf, and the luftre 
of fevcral of them effaced. With little variety in his words, 
find artificial in his courtefy, it required that confidence he 
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had in jjie powers of his addrefs to fupport his habitual diffi. 
jnulation. Boundlefs io his ambition, licentious, bjuc crafty 
in the means of promoting it ; he contrived to aggravate the 
misfortunes of his country, and of his fovereign ; without be- 
ing able to reach the obje& he had in view. As a great cap- 
tain and a politician, he might be ranked with the firft of his 
age : but the hiftory to be given of his enterprifes will mark 
his chara&er, more as an illuftrious than a laudable we. 

4 In the charader of the duke of Mayenne, fewer exterior 
attractions, lefs brilliancy of parts, but, perhaps, equal forti- 
tude and more moderation, and a greater (hare of virtue, were 
combined. The qualities in which his brother was deficient, 
were eminent in him. Prudent , careful and delicate of bis ho - 
nsur y referved in his promifes, jcligioufly (ttidt in the perform- 
ance of them ; he appeared to prefcribe the proper limits to his 
ambition. Slow in refolution, as his brother was prompt and 
decifive 5 he was no lefs firm, though not fo vigorous in his 
purpofes. Reckoning little on fortunate accidents, his Schemes 
were the refult of deliberate judgment and circumfpeClion. 
Carried by peculiar circumftances beyond his political fcope; 
be appeared capable of performing more than he inclined to 
undertake. As his*chara&er was different \ fo was his fortune, 
from that of his brother. While the temerity of the latter 
made his exit tragical, the duke, of Cayenne a&ed long in 
that field which the other had oply opened ; and brought it to 
a conclufion advantageous to his intereft, apd not difbonourable 
to his fame.’ 

To thefe characters we (hall add the Author’s account of the 
afiafiination of Henry III. 

c James Clement, a Dominican, or Jacobin friar, came from 
Paris to the king’s camp. Having a kind of paffport through 
the army, figned by the count de Bricnne, then a prifoner in 
the city \ and a letter that appeared to be written to the king, 
from the prefident Harlai ; he was allowed, after being fiopt 
at one of the out pods, to hold his courfe to St. Cloud. The 
king’s procurator genera], la Guefle, took the charge of him ; 
and finding it inconvenient to prefent him to the king that 
night, he lodged him in his own apartment. This opportu- 
nity of examining him more narrowly, and bringing his pre- 
tended melTage, to the king under fufpicion, was either not 
properly ufed, or did not avail to detcCl him. Clement’s ha- 
bit, his compofure, his look, and fpeerh, neither expreflive of 
wit, nor guile, feemed to excuje any jealous inquiry about his 
commiffion, and errand. Hs fupped at la Guefle’s houfe, pro- 
duced a long knife at table j and when gone to his repofe, 
was foon obferved, by the fervants, to be laid in a profound 
deep. Neat morning, as Henry himfplf had appointed, la 
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Guefle conduced Clement to the king’s lodgings „ After 
waiting a little, till Henry came, undreffed, and without his 
buff doublet, from his bed-chamber, into his clofet, he was 
introduced. Having received the letters from la Guefle’s hand, 
and beginning to perufe them, attentively; the king defired 
Clement to draw near his chair. The friar obferving Henry’s 
eye fixed on the papers, inftantly drew forth his knife, and 
plunged the whole blade into the left fide of his belly. Start- 
ing up. with pain, and crying, 44 The wretch has killed me!” 
The king pulled out the knife, that fttfck in his body, and 
daflud it againft the afTafiin’s forehead. La Guefle, almoft 
demented with what he faw, drew his fword, and run the de- 
tcftable parricide through tbc body ; and in a few moments, 
from the vehement rage of the officers who entered at the 
noife, many other (tabs being given to it, the carcafe was tofled 
from the window, into the court yard, where it was put on a 
hurdle, and torn afunder by horfes. 

4 The conje£iurcs about the inftigation of Clement, to this 
execrable aftion, were various. Some believed it to be, alto- 
gether, the effc£ of a frantic eruhufiafm, into which he had 
been gradually wrought, by the outrageous, harangues of the 
preachers, againft Henry. Others affirmed that one of his 
age, which was only twenty-two, could not have been im- 
pelled to the facrifice of his life, by undertaking fuch a deed, 
without his imagination being praftijed upon y by the artifices of his 
fraternity, in the cloifter ; and the concurrence of fome of the 
Parifian council of devotees, to mature the contrivance, and 
dirc& the execution of the horrid defign. But, whiift his hid- 
den (laughter prevented a ferutiny, that might have been made^ 
.and his too eafy admiffion, upon letters either forged, or frau- 
dulently obtained, appeared ftrange, and inexplicable ; the 
king’s dangerous fituation drew the dfmal attention of all his 
officers and attendants. A wide and deep wound, through 
which part of the guts appeared, and the dijlrcfsful pain he 
felt, ftruck all around him, with terror of the confequences, 
A formal report, but not a dire# judgment, of his cafe, be- 
ing delivered by his phyficians and furgeons $ it was agreed, 
that the apprehenfions entertained of his danger (bould be coni- 
ccaled ; and, lell the rumour of it flying abroad, might be im- 
proved to the prejudice of the royal intereft ; difpatches were 
tranfmitted to the provincial governors, certifying the hopes 
4 of his fpeedy recovery. Having patted the day, without un- 
favourable fymptoms ; and being vifited by the king of Na T 
varre, whofe unafiefled' condolance exprefled the cordial emo- 
tions felt by him; he was left to the repofe of night; when^ 
quickly, the moft ahrming alteration enfued. His chief no- 
bility and officers being now called in ; and told by him, that 
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|he hour .of his death was near ; he exerted all the voice and 
fpirit he had, in conjuring them to union among themfelvcs ; 
'and to the fupport of the declining monarchy. He declared 
Henry, king of Navarre, to be the only true and legitimate 
heir of the crown, and he required them, at his death, as they 
refpeded the royal dignity, to fwear fealty and allegiance to 
him, as the lawful fucceflor to it. They are faid to have bended 
their knees, in teftimony of their ajfent and compliance with 
this laft requeft. He then called for the adminiftration of the 
facred viaticum; and requefted abfolution to be given him, 
by his confeflbr; which, upon a declaration of his faith* 
and fubmiflion to the pope, he obtained. His lajl breath fol- 
lowed \ when the king of Navarre, early in the morning, pre- 
feoted himfelf again in the apartment where he lay/ 

^Vrt. V. R. Jchud* F, Salomonis , *z mlgo difii Cbarizi , Eloquent/ it 
Hebraic * , Principis , primus et trieejimus ConfeJJus , de Latrone trans- 
fgurato , nuper e Codice manufcripto latine comserfus . Accedunt 
Ferficuli ex quinquagejimo ejufdem conftffu excerpti, 4 to. is. 6 d. 
No Printer's or Publifher's Name. London. Sold by Wilkie. 

R ABBI Jehuda Ben. Soliman, commonly called Chariz, 
was a Spanifii Jew, who flourifhed in the twelfth cen- 
tury. Befides tranflating certain writings of Harir from the 
Arabic into the Hebrew language, he compofed a work of his 
own, which is divided into fifty chapters ; and which appears, 
both "from his account of it in his preface, and from the fpe- 
cimens here printed, to be of a very mifcellaneous nature! 
Part of the account given of it by himfelf is as follows : 
‘Complexus ego iis fum cundfas narrationes jutundas, even- 
taque, mirifica, et cundfas fabellas fuaves, fententiafque, illuf- 
tres, et cunfta monita fletum moventia, novitatefque animuin 
demulcentes, quin omnes epiftolas digniores, artefque prae- 
clariores, quibus triftis amator ad ahcritatem incitatur, ad 
quafque otiofus cupiditate trahitur. Infimul infignivi cos va- 
Tiis jococis didfis ac feriis, itemque venuftiflimiy laudis et vi- 
tuperii epithetis/ The Author had a high opinion of his mif- 
cellanies; for he tells us, that 4 Formis funt fplendentes, fra- 
grantes odoribus : Horti floriferi cx iis odorem expctunt, et 
loles lumen ex iis defiderant/ He adds, 4 that his book i$ 
the moft ufeful one of the kind, that had been written/ 
How far this charadfer might be juft, at the time in which 
Rabbi Jehuda lived, we pretend not to determine ; but at pre- 
fent his work would fcarcely be thought to merit fo high an 
encomium. Two fpccimens of it are here publifhed ; the ori- 
ginal Hebrew on one fide, and a Latin tranflation on the 
other. The firft article contains a ftory, or adventure, in the 
Eaftern tafte, which is told in a lively and entertaining man- 
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ner. The fecond confifts of feme (hort pieces of poetry, chiefly 
epigrammatical, and not very interefting. It doth not appear 
what is the editor's intention, in the publication before us. 
If he means it as preparatory to a complete edition of Cha- 
riz*s manuscripts, it is not probable that his dcfigfi will be fuc- 
cefsful. 

Art. VI. The Canterbury Tales of Chaucer ; To which is added an 
Eflav on his Language and Verification ; an Introductory Dif- 
courife ; and Notes. 4 Vols. 8vo. 13 s. Boards. T. Payne. 1 775. 

T H E Editor's account of this publication is as fol- 
lows : 

4 The firft objefit of this publication was to give the text of 
The Canterbury Tales as corre& as the MiT. within the 
reach of the editor would enable him to make it. • 

4 The account of former editions, in the Appendix to this . 
Preface, will (hew, that this objed had hitherto been either 
entirely ncglc&ed, or at leaft very impjerfe&ly purfued. 
The Editor therefore has proceeded as if his author had never 
been publifhed before, He has formed the text throughout 
from the M(T. and has paid little regard to the readings of 
jmy edition, except the tvyro by Caxton, each of which may 
now be considered as a manufeript. A lift of the MiT. collated, 
of confulted, upon this occafion is fubjoined. 

4 In order to make the proper ufe of thefe MAT, to upra- 
vel the confufions of their orthography, and to judge betweeqi 
a great number of various readings, it was neceffary to en- 
quire into thf (late pf our language and verfiiication at the 
time when Chapcer wrote, and alfo, as much as was poflible, 
into the peculiarities of his ftyle and manner of compofition. 
Nor was it lefs neceflary to examine with fome attention the 
work now intepded to be republilhed ; to draw a line between 
the imperfe£tiop$, which may be fuppofed to have been lefp 
in it J>y the author, and thofe which have ciept into it fince ; 
to difyinguifli the parts where the author appears as ap inven- 
tor, from thofe where he is merely a tranflator, or imitator: 
and throughout the whole to trace his allpfions to a variety of 
forgotten bpoks and obfolete cuftoms. As a certain degree of 
information upep all thefe points will be found to be necef- 
fgry even for thp rpadjng or the Canterbury Tajes with intel- 
ligence and fatisfy&ion, the Editor hopes he fh^U be excufed 
for fuppofing, that the majority of his readers will not be dif- 
pleafed with his attempt to (horten at leaft the labour of their 
enquiries, by laying before them fuch parts of the rcfult of hif 
own refearches, as he judges will be mod conducive to that 
purpofe. He lias thprefpre added to th? text, 1 . Aft Ess Ay 
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PN the Language and Versification of Chaucer ; 
a. An Introductory Discourse to the Canterbury 
Tales ; and 3. Notes, into which he has thrown an ac- 
count of the moft materia) various readings ; illuftrations of 
particular paflagcs ; and explanations of the moft uncommon 
words and phrafes, efpecially fuch as are omitted, or ill ex- 
plained, in the Gloflary to Urry’s edition' 

We are further informed that the Editor had an intention of 
adding a Glofiary apd a Life of Chaucer, but that in the former 
cafe he was apprehepfive of being too voluminous, and in the 
latter too barren of frefh fads or materials. In (lead, there- 
fore, of a formal life, he has added to his preface a £hort ab- 
ilrad of the hiftorical paflages of the Life of Chaucer with re- 
marks, which the reader Will find to be very pertinent apd in* 
felligent. 

T he laft complete aditiop of tfie Canterbury Tales was that 
pt Urry publifhed in the year 1721. But that did not by any 
pieaps render other editions fpperfluous. For the Editor had 
heen licentious in the greatett degree, frequently altering the 
words of his author, and even adding his owp. This edition 
is executed with greater fidelity. 

The effay op the language and verification of Chaucer falls 
in with the idea yrt ever entertained of their whole ceconomy, 
and particularly with the mode of pronunciation adapted to 
them. This pffay an,d the introductory difeourfe to the Can- 
terbury tales make the whole °f the fourth volume, in which 
jthofe who are fond of enquiries into this period of antiquity 
will meet with abundance of entertainment and information. 


A*t. YII. Tbt politician's Dictionary ; ef t a Summary of Politic ql 
Kno^vlesfgi. Containing Remarks on the Interefts, Connexions, 
Forces, Revenues, Wealth, Credit, Debts, Taxes, » Commerce, 
and Manufacture* of the different States of Europe. Alphabeti- 
cally digefted for the Cfe of thofe who would wilh to underiland 
whatever occurs' in the Science of Politics. 8 yo. 2 vols. 12 3. 
Allen. 1775. ' 

I N this land of liberty and property, the general colleges 
for the education of politicians, are coffee-houfes and ale- 
houfes ; where the Gazetteer, Public Advertifer, an<d St. 
James's Chronicle, are daily ftudied with more avidity ana 
regularity than Puffendorf and Blackftone are at either of our 
univerfities"; and where degrees are not fo properly conferred, 
as taken up literally, wheneyer the ftudent feels himfelf quali- 
fied to deliver ledures. For fuch profeffors, thefe volumes, 
under the refined title of The Politician's Dictionary , appear to 
be admirably well calculated, with one only exception ; which 
is 

t 


that * collection of abiuadt principles, without reference tp 

peffoos^ 


Digitized by GOOQle 


28 The Politician's Diftignary. 

perfons, at the heavy charge of twelve (hillings, will hardly 
rival the daily commentaries on the living times at two-penefc 
halfpenny ; or the whole round of morning papers at three- 
pence, with a di(h of hot coffee into the bargain. 

In fad truth, this work confidered as a dictionary, is a Very 
flovenly attempt at arrangement. Under America we are 
told, in about twenty lines, the vaft importance of the difeo- 
very of that part of the world ; with a hint of the great alte- 
rations produced in the fyftem of Europe by the new acquifi- 
tions there : and in the next article, where the compiler has 
thought proper to treat of Anchors, as much fpace is allowed 
to deferiptions of the feveral kinds of thofe inftruments ! But 
though very profound politicians may fometimes appear be- 
fore the maft, it does not follow that the do&rine of anchors 
is a ncceffary article of political knowledge; or that a man 
cannot be a politician, without knowing how to handle a bat 
at the capftan. However, as our Author has thought proper 
to carry us on board a man of war, before we land, it natui 
rally occurs to us, that there may be many an honeft inland 
politician, defirous of knowing what kind of vefTels privateers 
are, and under what powers they are authorifed to make cap- 
tures ; but for this knowledge he mull feek elfewhere, no fuch 
article being in this work ; though there is an awkward article 
tinder the head. Privateering in South-sea, containing 
only an abrupt remark on Shelvocke’s voyage. Not to pur- 
fue thefe obfervations any farther, it may only he added, that 
the reader who wifhes to fee any thing concerning Denmark, 
muft turn to the letter S, where he will find Denmark under 
State, though even that article is not in its proper place ! 

To confidcr this performance .ns a compendium of political 
principles, there is as little to be faid in its favour. The ar- 
ticles are moftly geographical, without givirig any regular 
geographical information; and without being anything like 
complete in the number of countries it ought to contain : add 
to this, that we are furnilhed with nine pages full of the cha- 
racter of Alexander thf. Great ; who appears alone in 
this work, with much the fame propriety as the anchor before 
mentioned : when if the Author wanted to produce the in- 
flancc of a great politician^ the czar Peter would have been 
much better adapted to his purpofe. In general the work con- 
ftftsof ciifmembered obfervations culled from Poftlethvvaytc’s Dic- 
tionary, Harris’s Voyages, and Young’s late Tradts ; abruptly 
introduced with very little judgment or njethod : fo that it is 
difficult to chara&erize the whole in any other terms than as a 
jumble of crudities. V/c could not with any propriety pro- 
duce extraCls from a work that has fo little pretentious to ori- 
ginality. 

Art; 
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A*t. VIH. Dijfcrtations on /moral Pa/ages of the /acred Scriptnrtti 
By John Ward, D. L. L. R. P. G. C. F. R. and A. S. S. and 
T. B. M. Vol. II •. 8vo. 3 ». Johnfon. 1774. 

T HIS volume contains fifty-four differtations, to which are 
added as an appendix, The Cafe of our Saviour's Cruci- 
fixion^ in which the learned profeflor’s defign was to prove 
that Chrid, after his condemnation, in the manner of his 
punifbment, did not only refemble a Have, but was really ef- 
teemed fo, in the fenfe of the Roman law. The little treatife 
on this fubje& was occafioned by fome paffages in a book 
publifhed many years ago by Dr. Thomas Sherlock, when 
dean of Chichefter, intitled, The Condition and Example of out 
BUJfed Saviour vindicated . % 

The Editor of this volume afTures us that it is genuine, 
and that it contains the lad that will be publilhed of pro* 
feflor Ward’s differtations on paflages of fcripture. They com- 
prehend a variety of curious topics, and are both entertaining 
and inftrqftive, though perhaps the reader will not always find 
the full fatisfa&ion which he might wifh or hope for. Some 
of the fubje£ts are. The Sabbath indituted at the Creation ; 
Chrift the Seed of the Woman, and Saviour of good Men in 
all Ages; Sacrifices mod probably of Divine Appointment; 
who are meant by the Sons of God, and Daughters of Men, 
Gen. vi. 2. The Origin of Servitude, and how long the ge- 
neral PraQice of it, continued. The Invention of Letters. How 
did Chrift fit on the Throne of David ? In what Senfe our 
Saviour came, not to defiroy, but to fulfil, the Law or the 
Prophets, Matth. v. 17. Why in the Commidion for Bap- 
tifm, Matth. xxviii. 19. the three divine Perfons are men- 
tioned, and afterwards where Baptifm is fpoken of? The Num- 
ber and Order of Chrid’s Appearances to his Difciples after 
bis Refurredion. The Nature of ChriftV mediatorial King- 
dom. Whether the extraordinary Gifts of the Spirit were at 
firft conferred on all Chriftiajis ? Could the firft Chridians ex- 
ercife their fpiritual Gifts at pleafure ? The Obligations to 
public Worfhip, &c, &c. Thefe and feveral other fubjeds 
are here confidered : The obfervations on them will, we douht 
not, be perufed by many readers with pleafure. 

With refpe<£t to the important quedion, t Whether the 
communion of the Holy Gbojl , 2 Cor. xiii. 14. denotes his extra- 
ordinary guts, or common operations ?’ the profeflor replies, 
‘ his common operations and he feems to have good reafon 
forfuppofing it: Again, when it is enquired, ‘In what fenfe 

— - — \ * 

• For a fhort account of the firft volume, fee Rev. voi. xxv. p. Sq. 
Juljr 1761. 
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the x*ot XjfJ/i; of Chrift is to be underftood» in Luke ix. 51/ 
He anfwers that he does not fee fufficicnt reafoh to depart 
from the commonly received fenfe of that pillage, that it fig- 
nifies bis afeenjion. But fince it has been queftioned how this 
paffage came to be placed here by Luke, as not agreeing with 
the feries of the hiltary,, nor of the other fa£ts mentioned in 
the context, heobferves with Grotius, that ‘ as biographers da 
not always ftridly keep to the order of time, in which ** 3 k>ns 
were performed, but fometimee reduce them under certain heads 1 
fo more inftances of this fort are found in Luke, than in any 
other evangelift. And particularly in the prefent cafe, having 
already mentioned two cautions given by Chrift to bis difei- 
ples, one againft ambition , and the other againft envy, he might 
think it propef to add this third againft intemperate zeal, which 
though it did not happen till fome time afterward, yet led 
him to fpeak of the afcenlion of our Saviour in order to 
introduce it. And it is fcarce to be fuppofed, that the fol- 
lowing accounts of the three perfons making each a different 
excufe for hot following Chrift, relate to fads done imme- 
diately one after another ; but Luke might choofe to place 
them together for the like reafon, as a common head of the 
various pretences made ufe of by perfons for not embracing the 
offers of the gofpel.' 



Art. IX. Agriculture confidcrei as a moral and political Duty. In a 
Series of Letters, inferibed to his Majefty. And recommended 
to the Perufal and Attention of every Gentleman of Landed Pro- 
perty in the three Kingdoms, as they are calculated for the Enter- 
tainment, Inflru&ion, and Benefit of Mankind. By William Do- 
naldfon, Efq; late Secretary to the Government of Jamaica. 8vo. 
38. 6d. fewed* Bccket. 1775. 

T HE rulers of the earth are generally fuppofed to be- 
hold the prefs with a jealous eye ; and they have, in 
truth, great reafon to be diffatisfied with its abufes. The pre- 
fent licenttoufnefs of this fpeaking engine, like the untamed fpi- 
rit of liberty, is confeffedly grown to an height fcarcely com- 
patible with the common principles of dvil focicty; yet, ftill, 
the freedom of the prefs, and the fpirit of liberty, are bleflings 
which no fodety that hath once known and enjoyed them* 
can ever bear the thought of relinquishing. 

To the rulers of the earth, indeed, the prefs will ever prove 
the trueft and moft ufeful friend, provided they are not deaf 
to the voice of the charmer: The private gentleman who vo- 
luntarily offers his mite to the public treafury of wifdom, and 
who has no views of advantage feparate from that of the com- 
muntty, may not unfrequently prove the beft privy counfellor. 
From fo di&nterefted an advifer, fincerity and truth may al- 
ways 
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Ways be expeSed ; and in the multiplicity of ufeful hint* and 
observations which, through this channel may be conveyed to 
the throne; fome will often be found, not unworthy the at- 
tention of even the wiftft kings, and the moft profound ft ate f- 
men. 

Mr. Donaldfon’s performance is of the nature of thefe free- 
will offerings, at the ferine of royalty ; or, in other terms, 
but meaning, in effed, the fame thing, — it is the patriot’s con- 
tribution toward relieving his country from the growing evils 
brought upon it by the increafe of luxury, the dearnefs or fcai- 
city of the neceffaries of life, and the confequent multiplicity 
of the national poor. 

To countered the mifehievous operation of thefe evils, our 
benevolent and public-fpirited Author humbly recommends to 
government, an efpccial attention to the following, and other, 
circumflances : — to the various improvements of which our foil 
and fituation are capable; to agriculture, mod efpecially; to 
the morals and manners of the lower ranks of the people 5 
to the importance of the poor, and the maintainance of 4 their 
natural dignity, in an eftimate of man to the luxury of the 
rich, and the voluptuoufnefs of tradefmen, particularly in the 
wade and profufion of their tables; to the reftoration of the 
fmaller farms ; to the advantages and difadvantages of inclo- 
fures; to the cultivation of lands in America; to the breed of 
feeep ; to the enormous increafe of horfes, and the ufe of 
fleers in waining and ploughing, &c. &c. To thefe, and a 
great variety of other public topics, (in many of which our 
Author appears to fall in with the fentiments of Dr. Harte *, 

. in his effays on agriculture) the writer has added, as a remedy ' 
for many of the political abufes and evils complained of, the 
outline of a plan for the eft ahlt fhment of a hoard , or great council 
of agriculture . By means of an inftitution of this kind, and 
only by fuch means, he apprehends government may obtain a 
true ftate of national opulence and national dtflrefs; — and as 
the king would prefid e at this great national board, he would 
neceflarily gain true information of the real ftate of his people, 
and 4 no longer be a Jlr anger in his own dominions .’ 

As this is an important part of what our Author has offered, 
in thefe letters, to his Majefly’s confidcr^tion, we feall give 
an abftract of it, by way of fpecimen : 

4 A council of agriculture, fays Mr. D. carries no novelty but in 
the name : all nations had their peculiar affemblies, to discipline, 
and keep within bounds, the paflions of mankind. The Athe- 
nians had their Prytaneum to collect the wifdom of the wifeft 
for the common benefit of the republic : from feeing the caufe 

• Though it does not appear , that he had fein Dr. Harte’i book. 
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of every diftrefs they provided againft them. They had their 
‘ZiraVai, to fumifli cotn for the ufe of the city, and their 
ZrropuAaxtc, to prevent impofitiori in over-rating the faJe of if. 

4 The Romans had their Scnaculum ; their Fora Venalia , 
where the markets were kept and regulated : the Protores ct- 
riales were magiftrates to infped the wants of the people, and 
to fee that the city of Rome was amply fupplied with corn '; 
and the office of PrafeSius frumenti was to infped the corn 
markets, and to report the true ftate of them to the Perfeftus 
urbis, or chief magiftrate, who, as guardian of the city, was 
to fee that no imposition, no fraudulent reports, might fet the 
agents of avarice at work to diftrefs the people. 

4 Charlemain, from his regard to juftice, eftablifhed the 
mijji dominici , through every province in his dominions, with 
inltrudions to hear complaints from the loweft, and full power 
to punifh the loftieft, fubjed, who (hould be convicted of opr- 
•preflion, or any other enormous crime againft his people, the 
ftate, or the church ; and from a refped to induftry, the caufe 
of the labourer was firft heard and determined; 

4 The grands jours was an early eftablilhment in France, and 
had for their objed an inquiry into the abufes which might 
efcape the notice of parliament. 

4 And when princes were more at liberty, and lefs incum- 
bered with the avarice of office, the kings of England ufed tb 
vifit the diftant parts of their kingdom : Juftice, unconfounded 
by the points of law, was then adminiftered faithfully 5 ma- 
giftrates were punifbed for negled, or partiality ; difhoneft 
men. found no protedion ; and the poor were affifted and re- 
lieved. — The Troylebafton was an inquifition upon all men • 
bearing offices, who had abufed their power, to the injury ’of 
the people.* 

In (hort, we are told, that in times of ancient fimplicity, 

* princes looked fo narrowly into the neceffities of their lowdr 
fubjeds, that their diftrefles were removed as foon as they 
were difcovered/ In enumerating the ufes of his propofed 
inftitution of a board of agriculture, which he alfo ftyles The 
Temple of Induftry , he hints an extenfion of the plan, from the 
metropolis, to every (hire, or fome fettled diftrid in the king- 
dom. * Vouchfafe, fays he, to fuffer the refpedive lords- 
lieutenant to reprefent your Majefty in every county aflbcia- 
tion, and let a correfpondence be kept up, that every neccf- 
fary information may be communicated to the great council in 
London. Inveft this noble confederacy with powers to call 
upon the redor, church-wardens, or any other perfon, of 
every parifh, to tranfmit to the board an account of what 
number of acres in tillage , grazings meadow , or wajle land % theffe 
may be in his or their particular parilh. The number of beafls 

kept. 


Digitized by LiOOQle 


Donaldfo tC s Agriculture cohftderei^ &?c. 33 

kept, generically dcfcribed, diftinguifhing fat from lean, and to 
icbrn they belong. The quantity of corn /own, and the quan- 
tity reaped by each fanner refpeCtively, fpecifying the pkrticuldr 
grain. The quantity of corn, and of what fort, fent to mar- 
ket from time to time, and the quantity kept in hand . The 
number of farmers in each parffh, the rents of each man’s pof- 
feifions, with the namei of the landlords and tenants . An ac- 
count of the advanced rents of each farm for the laft twenty- 
five )ears, and the different periods at which they were aug- 
mented. The number of families , how many fouls each con- 
tain, diftinguifhing their Jex and age 9 how they are maintained , • 
and what manufactories are carried on in each parifh. 

4 The Egyptians had a law, obliging every man to give art 
account once a >ear, to the magiftrate, where he lived ; how 
he was fuftained : and what he contributed to the public weal; 
If fuch an account was demanded, and faithfully returned, 
from the people in London, what frightful! what /ham ful ! 
and what piteous fccnes would be difclofed ! and no doubt many 
iniquities prevented, and miferies removed, from their being 
revealed — The poors rate , and the number of paupers in each 
parifh, diftinguifhing their age , fix, and condition of health . 
From fuch a return, your Majefty will be much alarmed ; you 
will there fee that your fubjeCis in England are taxed with 
three millions a year, to maintain a number of people, ren- 
dered ufelefs from the prefent mode of parochial manage- 
ment ! When the ftate of the kingdom is thus laid open, your 
Majefty will be able to reform the innumerable abufes, which* 
though known in part, are ftill encouraged, or at leaft fuffered 
from inattention 5 you will be a competent judge yourfelf hoW 
the poor may be employed, to eafe the load which their 
trufeenduft) or misfortunes , have heaped upon the induftriouS. 
Fads thus faithfully* and uniformly related, will furnifh youf 
Majefty with ideas, which may be digefted, and combined into 
forms* pleafing to your fubje&s, and beneficial tp the com- 
mon-wealth. Thefe* with many, many other accounts, the 
inquifitive mind will fugged as necefTary to the perfedlon of 
this national engagement. 

4 From fuch an open council* inviting the thoughts, and 
foliciting the affiftance, of every good citizen, your Majefty 
would be informed of the true ftate, of your nation, with re- 
gard to its natural revenue ; and your fubje&s inftruded to 
manage with integrity thofe loans which Nature has fo partially 
4 iftribu|ed in this country. Virtue finding eafier accefs, ' you 
will no longer be a ftranger in your dominions : you will have 
the groans of your people faithfully explained, when fpeedy 
and effectual meafurei may be adopted, and purfued, to ,fi- 
lence the affliction. By the light of fovereign truth you will 
Rtv. July, 1775. D pierct 
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pierce the deep recefles of the heart, and develope thofe folds 
which avarice has fo lkilfully entwifted ; then* when the mine 
is open, you can fee how the veins run, and direft your ope- 
rations as the objeds prefent themfelves. Thus, by feeing 
with your own eyes* and hearing with your own ears, truth 
will introduce you behind the fcenes, and reveal novelties that 
will aftonifti your Majefty $ you will there fee the machinery 
of the Bucolical Drama, and the various a&ors, who have ex- 
hibited the moft tragical parts in it. 

* In the reign of Charles the good, earl of Flanders, a 
great famine happened in his dominions ; upon which fome 
very rich men, among whom whom was BertoiF the chancel- 
lor, thinking to reap advantage from the mifery of the times, 
bought up all the corn they could find in the land, with a dc- 
fign to fell it out again at an extraordinary price. The earl, 
abhorring fo deteftable an avarice, by his authority, caufed 
the corn to be feized, and fold it to the people at a reason- 
able rate — Mark the fequel, men who are fteeled againft the 
lamentations of the poor, have hearts tempered for the moft 
atrocious undertakings : BertoiF and his aiTociates were fo in- 
cenfed at the injury which jujiia had done them, that they 
aflaffinated the earl, at his devotions, in the church, on Afh- 
wednefday, in the year 1127. But the horrid mifcreants fuf- 
fered in proportion to the heinoufnefs of their crime, for 
human invention was racked to torture them. The like gra- 
dation of wickednefs will be the fame, in men of the 
fame infernal complexion and we have BertofFs in this coun- 
try, who only want an opportunity to difplay their unnatural 
propenfities.’ 

From the foregoing extra&s, our readers will be enabled, ixt 
fome degree, to eftimate the merits of Mr. D.’s prod uft ion. 

• His great point is to engage the king’s attention to the im- 
portant bufinefs of agriculture and hulbandry, as objeds pe- 
culiarly wofthy the regard and encouragement of wife and 
good princes $ and to convince his majefty of this truth, be 
cites the examples of the greateft monarchs, legiflators, and 
ftatefmcn, in former ages, and in the moft flouriftiing coun- 
tries, of which he gives a very particular, and even an aqiu£- 
ing deduction, from the earlieft times. In a word, we may' 
recommend thefe letters as the produ&ion of learned and phi- 
Iofophic leifure, and as exhibiting proofs of the writer’s liberal 
turn of mind, his laudable afFe&ion for his native country, and 
hi s honeft concern for the honour and happinefs of a prince 
whom he tanks upon as a truly amiable and meritorious cha- 
racter. 
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A***- the Worts in Architecture of Robert and JaMes Ad ante 
£famfts % N J . II. Containing part of the Deigns of Lord Mans- 
field's Villa at Kenwood in the County of Middlefex. Folia. 
Imperial Paper, i 1 . is. Becket. 1774. 

I N the 49th vol. of our Review, p. 451, et feq. we gave fomd 
account of the firft number of this elegant ana fplendid 
publication ; and we then obferved, that there is an air of 
grandeur, as well as beauty, in many of the plans exhibited 
by thefe celebrated artifts ; joined to a freedom of invention* 
which is the great chara&eriftic of genius. 

In the abovementioned article, we alfo gave an abftraft of 
the preliminary difeourfe prefixed by Meflrs. Adam, to their 
firft number ; in which they have given the public a feries of 
juft and pertinent remarks on the prefent ftate of architec- 
ture in this country: and we concluded with a brief deferip- 
tion of the engravings contained in that publication, viz, part 
of the defigns of Sion-Houfe, a magnificent feat of the duke 
of Northumberland, near Ifle worth, in Middlefex. 

Encouraged, as our ingenious artifts gratefully acknowledge 
they have been, by ‘ the molt flattering approbation’ of their 
nrft number, * from men of tafte both at home and abroad/, 
—thev now 4 refume t their talk with greater confidence, by 
publii/ung the nlans, elevations, and fe&ions of the beautiful 
villa of lord Mansfield* the friend of every elegant aft* and 
tifeful fcience.* 

It might, perhaps, have been expected, by fome pur- 
<hafers, that; toe remaining defigns of Sion-Houfe (hould have 
appeared in the fecond number. The only apology offered for 
this deviation from what may feem to have been the natural 
order and arrangement in the mode of publication* is this : 

* We ^ave,* fay our artifts, 4 referved the remaining defigns of 
Sion for feme future number; as we are perfuaded, that by 
giying fpecimens of feme of our other works, wp (hould add t 
greater variety to quj undertaking, without ditpiniChing its 
Utility.* Poffibly there may be, alfo, a fmall degree of inno- 
cent policy in ima deviation 5 but whether we are right in our 
conje&iire, or not, we mean to convey no cenfure by the re- 
mark. 

As, in this work, the Authors 9 aim not only at affording . 
entertainment to the connoiffeur, but with alfo to convey in- 
ftru&ion to fhe\artift/ they propofe, from time to time, c to 
nuke fuch otferwAons at naturally arife from the fybje$s be- 
fore them / hut they, very jcdicioufly, premife, feat c (houhf 
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they differ in any of thefe obfervations from the opinion of 
either ancient or modern authors, they do not mean to en- 
gage in any controverfy, being only defirous of fubmitting 
their ideas to the confideration of the public.’At the fame time 
they fcruple not to 4 affirm, that whatever they venture either 
to publilh, or to recommend, it is the refult of much expe- 
rience, and of a careful fearch into the pureft fources of an- 
tiquity .* 

4 Architedure,’ theyobferve, c has not, like fome other arts, 
an immediate ftandard in Nature, to which the artift can al- 
ways refer* and which would enable the fkilful inftantly to de- 
cide, with refped to the degree of excellence attained in any 
work. In architedure, it muft be formed and improved by a 
corred tafle, and diligent ftudy of the beauties exhibited by 
great mailers in their productions ; and it is only by profound 
meditation upon thefe, that one becomes capable of diftin- 
guifbing between what is graceful and what is inelegant ; be- 
tween that which poffefles and that which i9 deftitute of har- 
mony/— To this may be added, thofe qualifications of a com- 
plete archited, whicn are alone to be fought for in Genius* 
and which are juftly enumerated by the great Vitruvius : t& 
whom we refer. 

With refped to the difputes among modern architects, our 
Authors have obfcrved that they are extremely frivolous \ and 
that, in particular, there is nothing in 1 which they have dif- 
fered more than in regard to their rules for the diminution of 
columns. This, however, it is here remarked, 4 is a fubjed 
of greater importance than thofe which frequently engage their 
attention. The column is not only one of the nobleft and 
moft graceful pieces of decoration, but in all round bodies* 
efpecially fuch as {land infulated, there is a delicacy of pro- 
portion to be obferved, that thofe of another form, and in other 
fituations, do not require. Without entering into any critical 
difquifitions concerning the opinions of either the ancients or 
rhoderns with refped to this point, we (hall only obfervc, that 
our conftant pradice has been, to diminilh our columns from 
the bafe to the capital, by means of the inftrument ufed by 
Nicomedes for- defcribing' the firft conchoid, which we think 
has exceeded in elegance any other method hitherto employed. 
But as this inftrument and the manner of ufing it, has already 
been explained by fome modern Author?, we fliould not here 
have ventured tp mention it, had it not been to recommend it 
as preferable., to all others.’ 

Having mentioned the diminution and proportion of columns, 
Meflrs. Atfadi are naturally led to make fome obfervatioqs with* 
regard to their capitals ; 4 an objed of great diftindion apd de- 
licacy in the detail of architedure/ 
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In the firft place, fay our Authors, 4 we acknowledge only 
three orders ; the Doric, the Ionic, and the Corinthian ; for 
as to the Tufcan, it is, in fa&, no more than a bad and im- 
perfect Doric ; and the Compofite, or Roman order, in our 
opinion, is a very difagrceable and awkward mixture of the 
Corinthian and the Ionic, without either grace or beauty. We 
do not, however, mean to condemn the compofing of capi- 
tals; a liberty which has often been taken by the ancients 
with great fuccefs ; and in a former part of this work, wt 
have exhibited an attempt of our own, in this way ; and (hall, 
during the courfe of it, have other opportunities of the fame 
kind/ 

As this is a very curious branch of the architectural art, and 
what mud have been, more or lefs, attended to, by every one 
who has ever beheld an ornamented building with the fmalleft 
degree of tafte or v diftin£tion, we (hall lay before our readers 
the farther observations that occur on the fubjeCt, in the per- 
formance before us. 

4 The Doric capita], when properly adorned, is capable of 
great elegance : but where rich decoration is required, in or- 
der to give it all its grace, the neck, or fpace between the af- 
tragal and the annulets fhould be made of much greater height 
than the common proportion defcribed by Palladio and many 
other moderns ; and that neck fhould be enriched in the va- 
rious ways which we fhall have occafion to reprefent in the 
courfe • of our work.— 

4 The Corinthian capital itfelf does not, in our opinion, ad- 
mit of more dignity and magnificence, than a rich Ionic with 
its volutes fquare in the front. — Angular volutes, as in the 
temples of concord and manly fortitude at Rome, and in the 
temple of Erefiheus at Athens, have always appeared to us lefs 
folid, lefs grave, and lefs graceful $ and, in our opinion, they 
have been injudicioufly adopted by Michael Angelo, Sca- 
mozzi, and many other archite&s. Their reafon for this was, 
iff order to avoid the irregularity of appearance in this capital, 
when viewed in profile, which differs fo very much from its 
afpe& in front. ^But notwitbftanding this difference, the pro- 
file itfelf, as well as the front, are fufceptible of fuch beauties, 
that we are inclinable to hazard fome defeats, rather than to 
facrifice the elegant refult of the whole compofition. — There 
may, indeed, be fome cafes whereTuch irregularity in the ca- 
pital might be attended with .great inconvenience, as in a 

• One example of this kind is to be feen in the capital of the 
pilafiers to the fonth* front of lord Mansfield’s houfe, given at large, 
in the fourth plate of the prefent number. 
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fquare or oblong building* furrounded by this order : but in 
this, or fimilar cafes, it would be much more eligible for thfe 
flcilful architect to fubftitute another order in its place. 

The great fize of Jhe volute of the Grecian Ionic has al- 
ways appeared to us by much too heavy, and thofe ufed by 
the Romans feem rather to border on the other extreme. Wo 
have therefore generally taken a mean between them, which 
we think has a happy effeCt ; making them in width about one 
half of the fuperior diameter of the column, and observing that 
the centre of the eye of the volute is nearly perpendicular to 
the extremity of the faid diameter. 

4 We have alfo adopted the Grecian manner of forming the 
volute with a double fillet, which, by producing more light 
and (hade, gives great relief, and far exceeds in grace and 
beauty that ufed by the Romans. In imitation of the Greeks, 
we likewife bend the channel, or hollow band, from whence 
the volutes fpring, in the middle of the capital ; which band, 
in cafe of rich decoration, fiiould be filled with a winding fo- 
liage, or fome fuch ornament, from the centre of the capi- 
tal to the eye of the volute. But the members of chief im- 
portance towards completing this capital, are the aftragal and 
neck ; which neck, as in the Doric, fhould be filled fome- 
times with various enrichments, more or lefs ornamented, and 
fometimes, perhaps, fiiould be left altogether plain, according 
to the ftyle of the building where it is employed 

* The foliage and fiones of the Corinthian capital make it 
not only magnificent but alfo extremely gay and graceful. It 
has, befide, fome advantages over the Ionic in point of form t 
all its fides are regular, and the concavity of its abacus con- 
trails, in a beautiful manner, with the convexity of the vafe. 
The form of the vafe is fometimes executed in a mod de- 
fective manner, by fwelling it towards the middle, and bend- 
ing inwards at the bottom, in a cimardCta (bape ; which is 
unpleafant, and refts ill upon the (haft of the column. 9 

Here our Authors have introduced acenfure of the cele- 
brated Defgodetz, of whofe defigns of the ancient buildings of 
Rome we gave an account f, in the 46th volume of our Re- 
view, at p. 140. To this gentleman, they feem to think, we 
may refer the introduction of the error noticed in the preceding 

r • In the example exhibite?in the prefent Number, this capital hah 
the addition of a plain neck and fillet, without which, it is ob- 
ferved, • they always appear flat and meagre. 9 In a future Nombfet 
our authors propofe to give an example of it, executed at $ion, with 
ell the embellifhment of which it is capable* 

t Marfhail’s Translation, 
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paragraph 1 and that it is derived from a defed in the drawing of 
his plates : adding, that * notwithstanding his great parade of 
precilion and accuracy, we have often found him guilty of con- 
siderable overfights and miftakes, not only in his menfuration, 
but alfo in the delineation of many of the ancient monuments/— » 

Our Authors do not, at prefent, enter into any particu- 
lar detail with refpeCt to the entablatures or the ' bafes of 
the different orders, but refer to the fpecimens of each now 
publilhed, and to what they are about to publifh* They ven- 
ture, however, to obferve, en pajfant , that they * can fee no rea- 
fon for aligning to each order its precife entablature, fixed down 
unalterably both in figure and dimenfion* Different circum- 
ftaitces,’ it is added, 4 of fituation and propriety, ought to vary 
the form, and alfo the proportion, of all entablatures. A la- 
titude, in this refpeCl, under the hand of an ingenious and 
able artift, is often productive of great novelty, variety, and 
beauty/ This is very juft, but if the adventurous artift (hould 
prove deficient in tafte, we might chance, fo me times, to fee 
Horace’s monfter * exhibited, inftead of a regular and harmo- 
nious building. 

The reader has before him, in this Number, two compo- 
fitions of the above-mentioned kind, the one Doric, the other 
Ionic ; neither of which are fubjc&ed to any precife rule : 
and we agree with our Artifts in the commendation bellowed 
on the tout enfetnb!e— the refult of the whole. 

We (hall clofe our extraCls from this Number, with our 
Author’s description of Plate 11. The view of the foutb front of 
Kenwood^ the terrace , &c. 

c A great body of water covers the bottom, and ferves to go 
round a large natural wood of tall trees rifing one above ano- 
ther on the Tides of a hill. Over the vale through which the 
water flows, there is a noble view let into the houfe and 
terrace, of the city of London, Greenwich Hofpital, the ri- 
ver Thames, the mips palling up and down, with an exten T 
five profped, but clear and diftinCl, on both Tides of the ri- 
ver. To the north-call and weft of the houfe and terrace, 
the [neighbouring] mountainous villages of Highgate and 
Hampftead form delightful obje&s. The whole feene is amaz- 
ingly gay, magnificent, beautiful, and pifturefque. The hill 
*nd dale are finely diverfified ; nor is it eafy to imagine a fitu- 
ation more ftriking without, or more agreeably retired and 
peaceful within/ 


# Vid. An Poetica j the beginning* 
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Art. XI. Adam's Architecture , No. III. Folio. Imperial Paper* 
1 1. 45. Beckec. 1775* 

W E have here the defigns of Luton Park- houfe, in Bed«y 
fordfhire ; one of the feats 'of the earl of Bute. 

Thefe plates are, indeed, truly elegant, and do honour to 
the tafte of the noble proprietor of Luton-houfe, who chofc 
th? defigns here given, from a variety of others, made by the 
fame ingenious architects. 

The fituation of this houfe, fay our Authors, in the pre- 
fatory difcourfe, 4 is peculiarly fortunate. It (lands on the de- 
clivity of a hill, or bank ; at the bottom of which, along the 
wall, runs the river Lee, a clear and beautiful dream, fpread- 
jng into an artificial lake, upwards of a mile and a half in 
length, and in fome places of great breadth, as it covers 4 
fpace of near fifty acres. 

4 The bank on which the houfe is built, as well as the rifing 
grounds on the oppofite fide of the lake, are beautifully diver- 
fified by gentle rifings and fallings ; and the whole park i$ 
adorned with lofty foreft-trees of different kinds, happily dif- 
pofed, fo as to create variety in the views, and produce a fink- 
ing effeCt in the la'ndfcape. 

4 The houfe itfelf, which is built of a bright coloured fione^ 
of a bluifli caft, and admirably wrought, adds greatly to the 
magnificence and fplendor of a feene univerfally admired.* 
With refpeC^ to the engravings, this Number contains, be- 
lide the plans and elevations of the houfe, as in the defigns of 
Sion and Kenwood, fome principal pieces of ornamental fur- 
niture; — a ftove grate, cornices for window*curtains, cande- 
labra, &c. — Of thefe, however, we think there are none to be 
compared for lightnefs, grace, and elegance, with fome of the 
articles at Sion- houfe. 

* . — • — - — — — ^ 

Art. XII. Cafes in Surgery, &c. By James Hill, Surgeon in Dum- 
fries. i2nrt>. 4 s. 6 d. bound. Edinburgh printed, and fold by 
Cadell in London, 

I N this pradical treatife, which ha$ through mere accident 
been long overlooked by us, the Author gives an account 
of a great variety of cafes, that have occurred in his pradice, 
in which the extirpation of cancerous tumours has been hap- 
pily performed by him, without being followed by relapfes* 
He relates likewife the few cafes in which extirpation was not 
attended with fuccefs. The general refult is, that in the courfe^ 
of thirty years pra&ice, he has extirpated no lefs than eighty- 
fight genuine cancers, being all ulcerated except four. All the 
patients except two recovered of the operation. In nine of thi^ 
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number only the difeafe reappeared, at different periods after the 
ppcration. 

Mr. Hill’s large experience in, cancerous diforders, gives a. 
weight to his opinion with refpe& to the ufe of hemlock , of 
which feveral of his patients had taken conftderable quanti- 
ties. He confidently declares that 4 he never Qbferved the 
fmalleft benefit from hemlock in the cure of cancers V but on 
tbe contrary has, in feveral inftances, feen much mifchief done 
by it. He laments particularly that fome patients loft fo much 
time in giving it a trial, 4 that the difeafe, which might have 
been cured by a timely excifion, proceeded fo far as to be ab- 
folutely incurable, either by the medicine or the knife.’ 

4 Others,’ he adds, c were tormented with ficknefs as long 
as they ufed hemlock. The limbs of thofe who had weak 
nerves were ftill more enfeebled ; their appetites were deftroyed 
by its narcotic quality ; and, of courfe, they were much ema- 
ciated for want of food ; their heads and nerves were fo difor- ' 
dered that a confiderable time was necefTary to recruit them 
after laying it afide.’ — He concludes what he has to fay on 
this fubjed by obferving, that 4 he is forry to learn that fome 
people are juft now lofing the only chance they have for life^ 
by milling to hemlock;’ adding, — 4 were it my misfortune to 
have a cancer, even of the flighteft kind, I would not delay a 
Jingle hour in expedation of a cure from the ufe of hemlock.’ 

In the fecond of the two chapters into which the Author di- 
vides this work, he treats of fradures of the'fkull, and other 
injuries, proceeding from external violence, afie&ing the v 
brain. Several extraordinary cafes are related, which are fol- 
lowed by fuch obfervations and directions as naturally arife 
from them. The Author’s fuccefs in fome of thefe cafes 
may, perhaps, appear extraordinary : but his relations carry 
every mark of authenticity that can be expelled,, and are de- 
livered with brevity and Simplicity. Dr. Gilchrift was a wit- 
nefs to the Author’s pr^dice in feveral of thefe, as well as the 
abovementioned cancerous cafes. 

In his Appendix Mr. Hill treats of the fthhens , which the 
Author of a certain medical thefts, publifhed at Edinburgh in 
1767, had affirmed to be a new difeafe, peculiar to Scotland, 
and as never appearing except where the itch rages. The lat- 
ter treats it accordingly as a mule, or mongrel breed, produced 
hy a concourfe between the animalcula that are fuppefed to caufe 
the itch, and thofe which he fuppofes to produce the venereal 
difeafe. In confequence of this theory, he propofes the inocu- 
lation of the itch, upon the pox, with a view to mitigate the 
virulence of the latter, and to render it more tradable. 

Mr. Hill, who has had very large experience in this difeafe, 
the origin and further propagation of which he aferibes to the 

foldiers 
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foldiers annually (hitting their quarters in the Highlands, pro* 
duces a variety of obfervations to prove, that the ftbbens and 
the has Venerea are preCifety the fame diftafe. 


Art. XIII. Plain and n/efnl DireBious for tbofe nubo are aJjtiBed with 
Cancers, He. With an Recount of the Vienna Hemlock ; with which 
* Dr. Stork did fit great good in Cancers, See. See, By Dr. Hill, Mem* 
her of the Imperial Academy, &c. 8vo. i s. Baldwin. 

H A D this Author contented himfelf with picking up an- 
other new and inoffenftve weed, to be the fubjiratum % of 
Come future wonder-working balfam or tin&ure, we (hould 
have been fatisfied with referring our readers to our former 
itrifiures on his ridiculous account of the unparalleled virtues of 
the herb petafite , alias fever- wort, alias peft>Ienc£*wort, butter* 
burj &c. — fix papers of which — and this is all we could colled 
from the faid publication — * gathered from the right foil/ 
would do the purchafer no immediate or pofttive mtfebief, but 
would put three (hillings into the pocket of the conscientious 
recommender and vender *. — But paulo majora canamus,— 

We now find the Author taking new and dangerous ground ; 
entering on the field of poifons, and recommending and dif- 
penfing one of the baneful tribe to the public at large, with 
the fame confidence with which be deals out {o them his bal- 
fam of hone) , his tinflure of fage , or his powder of pojl above- 
mentioned. Nor does he fail Tikewife to repeat his old m*. 
nceuvres ; firft, with great feeming benevolence and difintcreft- 
ednefs, minutely inltruQing the fimple reader how to gather, 
malb, digeft, drain, and take the propofed panacea ; — and then, 
knowing that there are gudgeons who will fnap at his bait, 
be the hook ever fo naked, advertifing the credulous public +, 
that the genuine medicine may be had truly prepared, at his 
empirical warehoufe, * affifted by balfamic and ftomachic in- 

S redients / and boldly aliening, what he has hot the confi- 
ence to affirm in the pamphlet, that * it has made perfe& 
cures in feveral very bad cafes’— 4 and is fare to give comfort 
and relief in all ' 

Inftcad of amufing our readers with fpecimens of the lan- 
guage of this pamphlet, which perfectly refembles the whining 
cant and gabble of an old nurfe $ we (hall only office two or 
three obfervations, whioh we mean as antidotes, or preferva- 
tives againft the poifon contained in it, and intended to be dif- 
fused by it. 

One of the principal lures thrown rat by the Author, to 
draw in purchafers, and to fuppert the decaying Credit of 

* See M. R. Vol. 46. March 1772, page 24 8. 

• f See Morning Chronicle 
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hemlock, which he wi(hes to revive in his new Extrait , is a 
notification that he has procured the genuine feeds of the 4 true 
Vienna plant/ — 4 with which Dr. Stork did fo great good — 
and which he is ready to deliver to all that a(k for them . 
as if nothing were wanting to furniih us with a palliative, or 
cure for the cancer, ‘but the pofleffion of the true Vienna plant ! 
He tnuft know that fome hundred weights of the true Vienna ex- 
trait have been difperfed throughout Europe, without any good 
effied ; and that De Haen, as we not long iince obferved f» 
has Solemnly declared that many or moft of the very patients, 
whom Dr. Stork affirms to have been perfe&ly cured by this 
very genuine extra#, died while they were taking it : — and yet 
of thefe particulars our confcientious Author does not take the 
leaft notice; nor is a Angle hint here given that the virtues of 
the Vienna hemlock have ever been queftioned. 

Conscious, however, that hemlock has been unfuccefsfully 
exhibited in this country, and with a view doubtlefs to anfwef 
the purposes of empiricifm, the Author pretends that we have 
hitherto erred in the preparation of the medicine, that is, in 
following the Juccefful Stork’s procefs ; — that the virtues of 
hemlock do not reside in its green juice, which (hould be 
thrown away, but in a certain refin, remaining in the fqueezed 
mafs, which is to be diffolved in fpirits of wine, &c. € without 
Which it it Nothing . 9 — It may be fo ; but a man of plain 
underftanding, k believer in the miracles of Stork , would ra- 
ther be induced, till he meets with better and lefs fufpicious 
authority than that of the Author, to conform Aridity to 
Stork’s procefs, which comes to him recommended by a mul- 
titude of alleged cures, circumftantially related ; than to fol- 
low his difciple, who deals only in generals, without pro- 
ducing a (ingle cure to authenticate his confident and ran- 
dom aflertions. Here is the fum of them : — 4 I have feen fuch 
good done by it in many cafes, as I never faw by any other 
medicine: 9 — and yet this is poor confolation to the miferable 
fufferer, when he confiders that it comes from a writer grown 
grey in the di&oneft practice of recommending trafli, and then 
vending it; and who even believes, or pretends to believe, in 
the febrifuge and antipeftilential powers of butter burr tea ! 

On a matter of fuch importance, we offer no apology for 
expofing at fome length the defign of this credulous and in- 
terefted writer; notwithfianding the palpable abfurdity and fu- 
.tility of his pamphlet, which does not contain a Angle fad 
or argument that can induce a well informed reader to think 
more favourably of hemlock than before. Granting even that 
It has been given, in a few cancerous cafes* with advan- 


t See M. R. Volume jtfc November 1774, page 398. 
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tage, we cannot too feverely reprehend this writer for the con* 
fidence with which he authoritatively and unconditionally en- 
joins all thofe who * may have a cancerous fwelling, not yet 
broken, to fuller no hand to touch it though he cannot be 
ignorant of the good effefls, (exemplified and confirmed in 
the preceding article) which frequently attend a timely extir- 
pation; and of the irreparable mifchief that may enfue from 
tbe negleft, or even the delay of it, by too long confiding ia 
the powers of this or any other medicine yet known to us. 

There are delinquences, highly injurious to the commu- 
nity, for which the law cannot provide either a remedy or a 
punifhment. This Author's c vegetable fyftem* of empiricifm, 
which he has been regujarly profecuting for fome years paft, 
is one of thefe delinquences, and the prefent fpecimen one of 
the greateft of them : — no lefs an enormity, in faft, than that 
of fcattering firebrand s and death among the ignorant and tbe 
credulous, the ready and willing dupes of every plaufible and 
confident impoftor. It naturally falls, however, under the 
cognizance of our court ; and we think ourfelves meritorioufly 
employed, In fupplying the defers of the law, by thus ftigma- 
tizing it, and by putting the weaker part of the public on 
their guard againft the mifehiefs that mull otherwife naturally 
enfue from its operation. 


Art. XIV. A Second Letter to Dr. William Hunter, Phyfi cian Ex- 
traordinary to the $>ueen f &c. Being an Anfiwer to the illiberal 
Criticifms in tbe Monthly Review, Sec . Containing a remarkable 
' Cure of a Schirrus , and Cancerous Ulcer , &c. &c. &c. By William 
Rowley, M. D. and Man midwife. 8vo. is: Newbery. 1775. 

T HOUGH Dr. Rowley’s vanity may be flattered, and 
he may conceive that his confequence with the public 
may be heightened, from having his high pretenfions exten- 
sively circulated, by the means of a cbnteft with the Monthly 
Reviewers; we do not fetl ourfelves difpofed to gratify him to 
the extent of his wifhes in this refpeft. Were we inclined to enter 
in earned into a literary Certamen , we fhould choofe, with Seneca, 
In Arenam cum Equalibus defeendere , and to have for our aqta- 
gonift a man who draws plaufible conclufions, at lead ; and who 
is inclined to (hew fome little refpeft to the tenfes of verbs , for 
our attention to which (though in a cafe wherein they were 
of peculiar importance to the merits of the quedion*), the Doc- 
tor 


• See Monthly Rev. November 1774, p. 395. The Reader will 
there perceive the peculiar propriety erf Dr. Rowley’s cavalier treat- 
ment of tenfes in his prefent performance ; where he abfolutely gives 
them no quarter. — * Whoever,* fays he, 4 criticifes on mere voordt, 
and fuch trifling words as have or had, mull be in a critical fltpation 

themfelves. 


Digitized by 


Google 




Rowley’r fecond Litter to Dr. Hunter . 4 j 

tor rates us mod foundly, as * puerile Critics, undeferving 
either of ridicule or contempt.* 

Dr. Rowley (hews the fame npble difregard to logic that he 
does to grammar.— Becaufe we happened to* hear and relate a 
particular circumftance or two, that came to our knowledge, 

refpe&ing the cafe of Mifs S — [for we fometimes, in the 

dufk, flip down from our garrets, and liften to what is pafling 
in the world] this excellent Reafoner confidently concludes that 
Dr. Hunter bimfelf muft neceflarily have been the Author of thd- 
Account of Dr. Rowley's former letter to him, given in our 
Review for November laft. Accordingly, throughout this whole 
pamphlet he addnefles Dr. Hunter and the Monthly Reviewer 
as one aftd the fame individual; and deals bis blows with double 
effed, on this dual perfenage, on whom he is pleafed to father 
the article in queftion. 

Though nothing can exceed the abfurdity of Do£or Rowley’s 
inference, we will, for a moment, put ourfelves on a level with 
this Logician. We will overlook both his major and his minor , 
if there be any fuch members in his fyllogifm ; and, in anfWer 
to his condufion^ will (loop to declare that Dr. Hunter was not 
either the advifer, fabricator, or writer of the Article in queftion ; 
or in any other manner, by himfelf or friends, concerned in 
the compofition of it. 

We have moil highly offended Dr. Rowley's delicacy, by re- 
prefenting him as 4 advertijing a great number of cures in can- 
cerous, venereal, and other cafes.' He here, With the confi- 
dence that accompanies innocence, denies 'that he has 4 adver- 
tised quack puffs in the news-papers^ and declares fuch a repre- 
fentation to be a 4 politive falfehood.' He then immediately, 
with equal confiftency and modefty, proceeds, through half a 
fcore pages, to advertife his various 4 new difeovered methods 
of curing fcbirri 9 cancers, ulcers of the uterus , the fcrophula y 
ulcers of the legs, and of TtHotmg fight to tfie blind, by internal 
medicines only .*— And yet malice itfelf cannot call this, adver- 
tizing quack puffs in newspapers. Befide other differences,— 
•in thofe vehicles of intelligence the Advertifer is put to a heavy 
expence in repeatedly difplaying his extraordinary medical 
powers to the public, who may be faid to receive their notifica- 
tion gratis : whereas in Dr. Rowley’s method,, the expence 
attending the perufal of his long-winded ad'dertifement of cures, 
&c. falls on the unwary purchafer of his pamphlet. 

themfelves, and become obje&s of pity from their ignorance.’— -The 
Do&or might have faid, mere Utters , for there is but the difference 
of a letter between them ; and who but a Reviewer would regard 
fech microfcopic fubtleties? 

We 
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We have been infenfibly drawn in to give this (ketch of the 
polemical pare of Dr. Rowley’s performance ; and (hall only 
further obferve, that one of the principal jmprc&ons m t eant to 
be made on the ipind of the Reader, is — that the Hunters,, 
Pringles, Fothergills, and other magnates of the faculty^ ought, 
whenever they find themfelves at a dead ft$u>d, pr even before, 
if they poffefs a Angle fpark of confcience or hone$y, to leave, 
off prescribing their hemlock and opium in cancerous cafes, and 
in (hort, to fend their patients to Dr. Rowley# ‘ Are Jives/ faya 
he, 4 to be fported with?’ — He feelingly laments, however, 
that 4 it if his misfortune, to feldom have patients till they are 
reduced to the greateft extremity and danger, and given up as 
loft by Dr. Hunter, and other eminent phyficians.’-jBut on 
this fubjeft we muft leave thefe naughty and hard-hearted 
Do&ors to anfwer for themfelves. 


Art. XV. An 4c count of the Proceedings of the ‘ Britijb and other Pro • 
tefiant Inhabitants of toe Province of Quebec in Norib America t im 
order to obtain an Houfe of AJfemblj in that Province. £vo. 3 s. 
Boards. White. 1775. 

T H 1 S volume i9 the work of Francis Maferes, Efq; lately' 
Attorney-General of Quebec, and now Curfitor Baron of 
the Court of Exchequer. — It contains, befidc the proceedings 
mentioned in the title-page, many very juft and pertinent re* 
marks on the late A St of Parliament for eftablifning a civil 

S government in that province; fomc of which we (hall, without 
urther preface, proceed to fried. 

4 In the month of OQobcr 1 773, the Jftitifti and other Proteftane 
inhabitants of the province pf Quebec, having waited above ten years 
for the accomplishment of the King’s propiife of granting them a Houfe 
of Affembly, as foon as the fituadon and circumstances of the faid 
province would admit thereof, contained in tbe royal proclamation 
of October 7, 1763 ; and finding the inconveniences of being with** 
out a regubu; and constitutional legiilature; and being of opinion#, 
that the Situation and circura fiances of the province did admit the call* 
in g an atiembly, and make the doing fo not only practicable, but in « 
high degree expedient ; they held meetings together to confer about 
preparing petitions both to his majefty’s fervants in the province, and 
to his majefiy himfelf, in order to obtain one. And on this occafios 
they invited his majefty’s new fubje&s, the Canadian, or Freoch, in- 
habitants of the province, to join with them in their coofultadon* 
upon this fubjeft. The account they have tranfiaitetd of thefe ton* 
fnltadoas is as follows.’ 

Here tbe Author fubjoins copies of various resolutions, peri* 
rions, letters, &c. refpe&ing the fubjed in queftfon, upon all 
which he offers the following remarks : 

* From the foregoing proceedings, petitions, aad letters, ft ap*~ 
pears in the firft place, that feveral of the principal French inhabit 
tents of Qatbet, (as Monfienr Defcbeneaux, Monfienr Mafcoax, 
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Monfienr Perras, and Monfieur Cugnet, See.) were inclined to join 
with the Englifh inhabitants jn petitioning for a houfe of affembly, 
thoogh 9 out of refped to the fentiments of a majority of their cou%« 
trymen who were of a different opinion, they at laft declined doing fo. 

4 And, fecondly, it appear? that the Englifh inhabitants have a£led 
on this occafion with great moderation with refpeft to their new 
feliow-fabjefts the Canadians, by declaring, in their petition to the 
king’s majefty, that they are willing to accept of an aflemblv of fucb 
firm and confiitution as bis in bis royal'wifdom* Jball think fit 

/# ipablijb ; and thereby intimating, that if his majefty (hall think fie 
to admit foine Roman-Catholic members to fit in it, they (hould 
make no objection to it, notwithftanding the hopes they might have 
hjtherto entertained of being governed by an affembly confiding of 
protedant members only, in purfuance of the dire&ions given by, his 
majefty upon that head, in his two commiffions of governor in chief 
of the province to general Murray and general Carleton, and in con- 
formity, as they had conceived, to the fundamental maxims and 
conftitution of the Britifh government. They could not, however, 
be prevailed on to go a dep further in this courfe, and join with 
the Canadians in defiring his majefty to lay afide the diftindion of 
Proteftants and Papifts in forming an affembly, and to admit perfon* 
of both religions into it indifcriminately, though, if his majefty 
(hould, (for reafons unknown to them, or of which they did not per* 
•ccive die force,) think fit to do fo, they were ready to aequjefee in 
his decifion. And this refofal to join with the Canadians in that re* 
queft was, asl have been credibly informed, the true reafon why 
thofe Canadians who had expreffed a liking for the government of 
an affembly, refufed to join with the Epgliih in their prefen t endea- 
vours to obtain one.— 

‘ The thought ((ays our Author) of eftablifhing a legiflative coon* 
dl in the province of Quebec, indeed of an affembly, took its rife as 
follows : 

‘ By tbe commiffions of captain-genei>l and governor in chief of 
that province, fucceffively granted to general Murray $nd general 
Carleton, the king had empowered' the governor, “ as foon as the 
fitoadon and circumftances of the province would admit thereof/* and' 
when, and ns often as need (ball require, to call a general affembly 
of the freeholders of the province, in fuch manner as he, the faid go- 
vernor, in his diferetion, (hould judge mod proper, or according to 
lock further powers, inftru&ions, and authorities, as (hould be at any 
tune thereafter given to him ?nder his majefty's fignetor fign manual,' 
or by his order in his privy council. And in the following claufes of 
the (aid commiffions, his majeily had dire&ed, that the members of 
foch affembly (hould take the oaths appointed by the ftatute of the 
I iff of George I. that is, the oath of allegiance, the oath of abjora- 

j tkm of the pope’s authority, and the oath of abjuration of the pre- 

tender's right to the crown, and (hould make and fubferibe the dc- 
1 daration againft tranfubftantiation ; and then had given power and 
authority to the governor, with the advice and confent of his ma- 
jeffy’s council ox the province, and the affembly fo ele&ed and qua- 
1 lified, to make laws, ffatutes, a ad ordinances, for the public peace, 

I welfare, andgopd government of the kid province. 

i The 
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* 4 The council of the province was not fcftablifiied by the commifitofll 
of the governor under the great feal, (which feems rather ftr&nge % 
l^rdol know the reafon of it ;) but by his majefty’s inftrudions un- 
der his fignet and fign manual. The members of it have hitherto 
been twelve in number ; and five have been fufficient to make a 
board, and tranfad bufinefs. And it has often' happened, that noC 
more than five have been prefen t at the countili that have been held 
in the province: but in general, there have been fix (numbers prefent 
at them, and fometimes, though but feldom, as I remember, feven 
or eight. 

‘ By reafon of the great number of Roman-Catholics in the pro- 
vince, who could not take the oath of abjuration of the pope’s au- 
thority, and make the declaration againft tranfubftantiatkm, and who 
therefore mult have been excluded from the afiembly ; and by reafon 
alfo of the fmall number of Proteftant inhabitants in the province, 
who had become freeholders of the province, or owners of landed 
' property in it, his majefty had judged it to be hitherto inexpedient 
to unnmon a general afiembly, 1 

4 Yet, that the province might nbt be totally without a legiflature 
in it to regulate the inhabitants of it upon a variety of emergencies that 
muft necefiarily arife in it in the ordinary courfe of human affairs, it 
feemed neCeflary to delegate a power of legiflation of fome kind of 
other, to fome perfon, or perfons, redding in the province. 

‘ And accordingly his majefiy, by an inftrudion to his governor* 
under his royal fignet and fign manual, did empower his faid gover* 
nor, before and until an afiembly of the freeholders fhould be fum* 
moned, to exercife a certain very limited legiflative authority in the 
province, by and with the advice andconfent of the council of the 
province only, and without the concurrence of an afiembly ; to wit, 
«« an authority to make fuch rules and regulations as fhould appear 
to be necefiary for the peace, order, and good government of the faid 
province ; taking care that nothing be pafied or done that (hall any 
ways tend to affed the life, limb, or liberty of the fobjed, or to the 
impofing any duties or taxes.” 

• Rut no mention is made in the governor’s commiffion under the 
great feal of Great Britain, of any fuch power of making rules and 
regulations for the province with the confent of the council only. 

• Two obfervations naturally occur concerning this limited legi* 
flative authority thus delegated to the governor and council by his 
majefty’s faid inftrudion. 

In the firft place, it may be doubted whether a power of this kind 
could be legally communicated to the governor by any other inftru- 
pnent than letters patent under the great feal of Great Britain, pub** 
lickly read and notified to the people, to the end that the ads done 
by virtoe of them may have a juft claim to their obedience. For 
otherwife they might allege, that they were faithful and loyal fub- 
jeds of his majefty, and ready to pay obedience to every thing that 
his mqefty’s felf (hall ordain for them, and likewife to every thing 
that (hall be ordained for them by his majefty’s governor of the pro- 
vince, by virtue of powers properly communicated to him bjr his 
xgajefty : that, confequently, they will 6bey him in every thing that 
he (hall do by virtue of the powers conveyed to him in his majefty’s 
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com million of governor under the great leal of Great Britain, which 
Bad been pablickly (hewn and read to them ; but that in things not 
warranted by the faid commiflion, but faid to be done in purfuance 
of certain private inftr unions that had not been made known to them* 
and which they are therefore uncertain whether he has received or 
#>t, they cannot prefume that he ads by„his majefty’s authority, and 
therefore are not bound to obey him. And if this reafoning is juft, 
as it appears to me to be, the confequence muft be, that the private 
inftrudion before mentioned could not have legally conveyed to the 
governor and council of the province the legiflative authority men- 
tioned in it, final! and narrow as it was. 

*And, in the fecond place, if a private inftrudion, under the 
king’s fignet and (ign manual, lhould be deemed to be a legal method 
of communicating a legiflative authority, yet the power conveyed to 
the governor and council of the province, by the inftrudion above- 
mentioned, was evidently too narrow for the purpofes of good go- 
vernment, fmee it is almoft impoflible to make an effe&ual regulation 
upon any fubjed without in fome degree affecting, if not the life or 1 
limb, yet at I^aft the liberty of the perfons who are to be bound by it. 

* It Teemed therefore to be necefTary to provide fome more adequate 
legislature for the province, and tQ eftablilh it in a manner that could 
be liable to no objection. 

* Six different methods of doing this had occurred to thofe perfons 
who had had occafion to reded upon this fubjed. The firft was to 
lampion an aflembl/ confiding of proteftants only, agreeably to the 
king*s com million 5 of governor in chief to general Murray and gene- 
ral Carleton, and to what was underftood by the Britifh inhabitant* 
of the province to have been promifed by the proclamation of Odober 
1765. The fecond, to fummon an afierably confiding of Proteftants 
aod Roman-Catholics indifcriminately. The third, to fummon an 
afiexobly confiding of a majority of Proteftants, but with an admiflion 
of a limited number of Roman Catholics. 'Phe fourth, to delegate 
to the governor and council only, without an affembly, a power to 
make laws to bind the province ; and, in order to make the council 
more refpedable in the eyes of the people, to increafe the number of 
its members, but with an exclufion of Roman-Catholics, in purfu- 
since of the diredions of the governor’s commifiion, with refped to 
the council already fubfifting in the province. The fifth, to dele- 
gate fuch a legiflative power to the governor and council fo increafed 
an o umber, but with an admiflion of Roman-Catholics and Prote- 
ftants into it indifcriminately. And the iixth and laft, to delegacy 
loch a power to the governor and council fo increafed in number, 
with an admiflion of only a certain number of Roman -Catholicf 
into it. 

* Of thefe fix different fpecies of legiflatures for that province,' 
the three firft, which propofed to eftablilh an affcir.bly of fome kind 
or other, were difapproved by the greater part of his majefty’s mint- 
ten ; the earl of Hillfoorough being the only perfon in office who 
teemed inclined to any of them. The other miniflers all turned their 
thoughts to * legiflative council. This being therefore the meafure 
that Teemed likely to take place, Mr. Maferes endeavoured to con* 
trive a legiflative" council of as free and independent a conftitution as 
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he could ; to the end that their proceedings might be refpe^ed by 
the people, and their ordinances be readily obeyed by them, as be- 
ing the refult of their own free fentiments and unbiased deliberations 
fbr the welfare and improvement of the province, indead of the eflfeft 
of a flaviih compliance with the dictates of the governor. With chit 
view, after converting upon the fubjett with Mr. Thomas Walker <9 
Montreal, and Mr John Paterfon of Quebec, two eminent Englidt 
merchants fettled at thofe places, and known lovers of liberty and 
the Engiifh contiitution, he prepared a draught of an adt of parlia- 
ment for etiablilhing a legitiative council of the free and independent 
nature above mentioned, in the province; in which it was provided, 
that the number of members in the council already in being (hould 
be increafed from twelve to thirty-one ; and that the members of it 
fhould be quite independent of the governor, indead of being liable 
to be fufpended by him, as they had hitherto been ; and that they 
ihould tign their names in the regitier- books of the council to the 
Ordinances for which they (hould vote ; and that feventeen of them* 
fhould be necetiary to do bufinefs as a legiflative body ; and that 
they (hould be paid for their attendance, in order to induce them to 
attend'in con fid er able numbers ; and that there (hould be a fortnight’s 
notice given in the Quebec gazette of every intended meeting of the 
council : and by the particular detire of Mr. Walker and Mr. Pater- 
fon, (as Mr. M a feres thankfully acknowledges,) it was further pro- 
vided, thpt they (hould have no power whatfoever of impoting taxes 
in the province. And. lalily, it was provided, that this unufua) in- 
flrument of government (hould continue only for feven years, to the 
end that the inhabitants of the province might always have within 
their view, and that too at no great ditlance of time, the accom- 
plilhment of the royal promife made to them by the proclamation of 
O&ober 1763, of being governed, with refpefl to matters of legida- 
tion, by an aiTembly of the freeholders of the province, at /con as 
the fituation and circumjlances of the province would permit * 

In the beginning of the year 1774, a petition from fixty-five 
Roman-Catholic Canadians was prefented to bis majefty, and* 
as Mr. Maferes obferves, was made the foundation of the late 
aft of parliament, which has occafioned fuch general difeon- 
tent. This petition our Author mentions to have been 4 by 
no means agreeable to the general fenfe of the body of the Ca- 
nadians’— that to make up even the fmall number of names fub- 
feribed to it, (and which were not half fo many as thofe of the 
inhabitants who bad petitioned for an ajfcmbly , agreeable to the 
king’s folemn promife) foir.e of the petitioners had made their 
almoft infant children (of only 13 years of age) ilgn the peti- 
tion and memorial. And betide all this, ‘ Infinite pains were 
takep (fays our Author) by the Popifh bi(hop and his clergy, to pro- 
cure the fignatures that are found in it. For the truth is, that the 
majority of his roajefty’s new Canadian fubjefts of the induilrious 
fort, (that were engaged i ft trade or agriculture, and had not been 
officers in the French king’s troops, or held other employments un- 
der the French government,) have rather exprefled a liking for the 
general body of the laws of England, fince they have had experience 
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ef them, than a wifh to fee their former laws reftored \ having en- 
joyed, and being always ready to acknowledge that they have en- 
joyed, a greater degree of liberty for their peffons, fecuricy fof 
their property, and encouragement to the exertion of their induftry 
in trade and agriculture, fince the introduction of the laws of Eng- 
land into the province, than ever they had known before, together 
with, what they value perhaps more than all the reft, an exemption 
from the infolenc and capricious treatment of their former fuperiors. 
And, in purfuance of this favourable opinion entertained by them of 
the Englifh laws, great numbers of them were, fome time after 
the arrival of the late aft of parliament in the province, difpofed (at 
xny correfpondents in the province allure me, in the moll pofttive 
terms,) to join with the Englifh inhabitants in petitioning his 0)a~ 
jelly for the continuance of the Englifh laws, and were only deterred 
from doing fo by falfe alarms fpread amonglt them by their fuperiors 
concerning the dangers to which their religion would be expofed if 
they were to join with the Engliih in any public reprefen tation what- • 
fberer.* 

Our Author concludes, therefore, that to fatisfy the Cana- 
dians in general, it was by no means neceflary 4 that the whole 
•body of the French laws, upon civil matters, fhould be revived, 
and the Engliih laws upon thofefubjefts fuppreffed.’ The great ob- 
ject of the petitioners evidently was, continues our Author, 4 to be 
admitted to places of truft and profit, and in order thereto, to have 
that part of the law of England repealed and abolilhed, which 
disqualifies Roman -Catholics from holding them although it 
is a disqualification to which not only the king's natural-born 
Roman-Catholic fubjefis of Great Britain and Ireland, but 
alfo the Proteftant diflenters, are all fubje&, as well as to the 
want of that extenfive religious toleration which the Canadians 
had before been allowed. 

4 Sarety therefore (fays our Author), the Canadians, who are 
a conquered people, and were fo lately in arms againft the 
crown, ought to have been latisfied wi:h the full enjoyment of 
iheir property of every kind, moveable and immoveable, (which 
was granted them by the capitulation.) together with fo much of 
the French laws and cuftoms as is neceflary thereto, (which will 
be found upon examination to be the laws of the tenure, alienation 
and feulement, dower and inheritance, of landed property, and, I 
believe, nothing more;) and the full enjoyment at the religious 
worfhip preferibed by the church of Rome, (hoftile as it is to the 
Britiih name and nation,) by a complete legal toleration, but with- 
out an eftablifliment, or compulfive proviQon for the maintenance of 
the Romifh clergy ; and with the privilege of ferviog on juries in all 
calcs both criminal and civil, and of exercifmg the profeilions of no- 
taries, (or licenfed feriveners) attornies, and advocates ; and with 
a participation, (in common with their new fellow- fubjetts, the Britifh 
fettlcrs in the province,) of thofe valuable parts of the law of Eng- 
land which proce& in fo eminent a manner the liberty and property 
cf all the Aibjcds of the crown. And, to do them juftice, 1 3 m per- 
feaded, that the bulk of them have been fatiafied with thefc advan- 
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tagcs, which they have enjoyed ever fiace the peace, though 9 
(mail number of perfons, who have but little connexion with, or in- 
fluence over, the body of their countrymen, have, through a defire 
of obtaining places of trud and profit, (olicitcd his majefty for more* 

Our Author further obferves, that the French petition and 
memorial in queftion, 4 did not contain a requeft that the lega 4 
right of the Romifh clergy to their tithes, (hould be revived/ 
as was done by the late of parliament, which he fuppofes, 
the Canadians will be furprifed at 44 and consider it as- an unne- 
ceffary and officious piece of zeal for the fupport of the PopiOt 
religion ; which they will be utterly at a lofs to account for 
in a parliament compofed of Proteftant members.’ 

It has however been faid, that this revival of the legal obli- 
gation to the payment of tythes, is no more than what the nation 
was bound to perform by the terms of the capitulation and 
treaty of peace ; but in order to (hew that this afiertion is not 
true, our Author recites word for word thofe articles of the 
capitulation and treaty of peace that relate to this fubjeft. The*' 
27th article of the capitulation of Montreal is as follows : 

* The free exercife of the Catholic, Apodolic, and Roman reli- 
gion, (hall fufifid entire ; in fuch manner that ail the dates and people 
of the towns and countries, places, and diftant polls, (hall continue 
to aflemblc in the churches, and to frequent the facrameats as here- 
tofore, without being moleded in any manner direclly or indirectly* 

* Thefe people (hall be obliged, by the English government, to 
pay to the prieits the tythes and all the taxes they were ufed to pay 
under the government of his mod Chridian majefty. 

4 To- thole demands of the French general in behalf of the Cana- 
dians, Sir Jeffery Am herd, the Englifh general, returned the follow- 
ing anfwer. 

4 Granted, as to the free txerdfe of their religion . The obligation ef 
paying the tythes to the priejls will defend on the b ag's pleafore,.’ 

By the firft part of this anfwer the free exercife of the Roman 
Catholic religion is granted to the Canadians : and by the fecond 
part, the obligation to the payment of tythes is 4 fufpendei inde*- 
finitely,’ until the king, at his own option, (halt order to the 
contrary. The 4th article of the definitive treaty of peace is 
as follows: j 

44 His Britannic majefty , on bis fide , agrees to grant the liberty of the 
Catholic religion to the inhabitants of Canada . /</ will confequently give 

the nsoft rjft&ual orders that bis new Roman -Catholic fubjeds may pro - * 
ftfs the worjbip of their religion according to the rites of the Komi ft? 
church % as far as the laws of Great Britain permit." 

* This claufe, we fee, makes no mention of tythes ; nor does 
it afford the lead gronnd for an inference that the legal obli- 
gation to pay them was intended ever to be revived. It only gives 
the Canadians an afTurance that they may 44 profefs” the wor- 
fhip of their religion as far as the laws of Great Britain permit.’ 
—And certainly they might not only' “ profejs,” but likewife J 
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fraflif* this worfhip (as is done by all feds of diflenters) with- 
out any legal compuifion to the payment of tythes. Neither 
does the capitulation or the treaty of peace require, as fome 
have pretended, that the Canadians (hould be permitted to hold 
places of truft and profit without taking the ufual Proteftant 
lefts ; for the capitulation is wholly filent on this particular 
and the treaty of peace only grants fuch a religious toleration 
as the laws of Great Britain permit,” which in one fenfe is 
a denial of all toleration $ <4 becaufe in England itfelf (as our 
Author obferves) the laws do not permit the worfhip of the 
Romifh religion to be profefTed in any degree.” But adopting 
the moil liberal conftrudion, and fuppofing the words to mean, 
that the Canadians (hall be at liberty to profefs their religion 
4 as far as the laws of England permit it to be profefTed. in the 
outlying dominions of the crown of Great Britain that are not 
parcel of the realm, fuch as Minorca, Senegal, &c. ftill we 
(hall find, fays our Author, that though moft of the penal and 
difqualifying ftatutes pafled againft the profedors of the Romifh 
religion relates only to England and Wales, yet the act of the 
lft of Queen Elizabeth cap. 1. which is commonly called the 
A& of Supremacy, does exprefbly relate to all the queen's do- 
minions, as well as to the realm of England, and is even ex- 
tended by pofitive words to fuch countries and places as fhould 
at any future time become fubjefl to the crown ofEng'andJ and he 
therefore juftly concludes (and the late adt of parliament war- 
rants the concluTion) that a fpecial reference muft have been had 
to this aft by the treaty of peace* and proceeds minutely to 
examine the feveral reftri&ions of the aft of fupremacy as hav- 
ing been neceflarily and confefledly (by parliament itfelf ) in 
force within the province of Quebec from the ratification of the 
late treaty of peace : and he particularly infers, 

iff, (prom the 16th fedion of the ad of fupremacy, 4 and the ex* 
prefs words 44 any other your majtfiy's dominions and countries , that now 
be or hereafter pall be' 1 ) 4 that all excrcife of the pope s autho- 
rity, or of any ecdefiaftical authority derived from him, and confe- 
quently all exercife of the Popifh bithop of Quebec’s authority (that 
authority being derived frome the pope) is prohibited in the pro- 
vince of Quebec, as much as in England itfelf.’ 

zdly, (Fropi the ljtb fedion pf the faid llatute) 4 that the popifh 
bifhop, even if he did not ad by authority from the See of Rome, 
ought not to exercife the office of bifhop in the faid province, without 
having taken the oath of fupremacy. And in like manner all other 
ecdefiaftical perfons, and all ecdefiaftical officers and minifters, and 
all temporal judges, juftices, mayors, and other lay or temporal of- 
ficers or minifters, and every other perloq having the king’s fee or 
wages, in the faid province, ought to take the laid oath of fu- 
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And our Author maintains, that the Romilh priefts, inftead 
of having any claim to tythes in that province, were doubly ex- 
cluded from the fame, <( to wit, firft by the capitulation and 
fecondly by the treaty of peace.— For by the capitulation the 
obligation of the people to pay the tythes to them was exprefsly 
fufpended, till the king’s pleafure mould be declared, and the 
king’s pleafure had never been declared upon that fubjeft, until 
the late aft *• And by reference to the laws of Great Britain, 
and confequently to the aft of fupremacy or ftatute i. Eliz* 
cap, i. in the aforefaid 4th article of the treaty of peace, all 
ecclefiaftical perfons were to be excluded from their benefices* 
till they had taken the oath of fupremacy, which none of the 

Romilh clergy of that province have taken.” This oath of 

fupremacy, and that appointed to be taken by the ftatute of the 
lft of .king William and queen Mary, commonly called the Bill 
of Rights* are now abrogated in the province of Quebec. 

* And thus (fays our Author) the neceffity of abjuring the foreign 
jarifdi&ion of the bilhop of Rome, in order to an admiffion to offices, 
of truft and power, which has hitherto been confidered as a funda- 
mental article, and, as it were, a principal land-mark, in the con- 
ftitution of the Englifti government, ever fince the reformation, has 
been taken away throughout this extenfive part of the dominions of 
the crown by the late aft of parliament; without any obligation of 
honour or public faith, arifing from the capitulation or treaty of 
peace above mentioned, (as has been fully (hewn) to make fuch a 
jneafurc neccftary. As to the reafons of policy and expedience that 
may be alleged in favour of it, I leave them to be confidered by thofe. 
who are acquainted with them, having never myfelf been able to per- 
ceive that the;e were any, nor obferved that any have been alledged 
by the numerous writers in defence of the late aft, who have all of 
them endea oured tojuftify it only upon the ground of the obligation 
on the national faith and honour, arifing from the capitulation and 
treaty of peace, which has been (hewn to be inefficient (or that purpofe. 

‘Many more obfervaiions might be made both on the foregoingFrcnpfi 
petition, and the aft of parliament to which it has given rile. The vaft 
enlargement of the province by adding to it a new territory that con- 
tains, according to Lord Hillfboroogh’s eftimation of it, 51 1 millions of 
acres, that is, more land than Spain, Italy, France, and Germany 
put together, and moft of it very good land, is a meafure that would 

• We think our Author is here miftaken, and that the royal pro- 
clamation of 176*, whereby the Jaws of England were fully in tro- 
duced and eftablilhed in Canada, did neccflarily manifeft the king’s 
jpleafure to have been, thjpt the Romilh priefls fhould mt be legally 
mtitled to any tythes, becaufe any demand of tythes by popifti eccle- 

fiailics was repugnant to 'the laws fo introduced and eftablilhed 

And it is notorious, that both the clergy and laity of Quebec made a 
firailar conclufion from the proclamation, andrelinquilhed all ex- 
relation that the payment of tythes to the Romilh clergy would ever* 
be legally eftablilhed in that province. : 4 * * 

require 
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require an ample difcuffion. The total rescinding the king's procla- 
mation of O&ober, 17639 by which the royal, and national faith was 
bound to thofe British fubjefts that Should re fort to, and reSide in* 
the province of Quebec, that they Should enjoy the benefit of the 
laws cf England ; inflead of explaining and correcting it fo far as 
might have t>een done with the confent and approbation of the faid 
fubjeCts, and as would have been fufficicnr to fatisfy the great 
body o£ the Canadian inhabitants of the province, to wit, by a re- 
vival of only fo much of the former French laws in civil matters as 
related to the tenure, alienation, and fettlement, inheritance and 
dower of landed property ; is another matter rof great importance 
which requires a very full confidcration. The great imperfection of 
the late aCl in not faying any thing about the bifhop of Quebec, who 
has hitherto reigned in the province with great power and authority, 
exercising the Spiritual thunders of excommunication, fufpenfioa of 
priefh from their offices and benefices, and interdicting divine wor- 
ship in churches and chapels, in a manner that has fpread great ter- 
ror among the Roman Catholics of the province : — its imperfection 
alfb in not ascertaining, or rather in not vetting in the crown, the 
right of prefentation to thofe benefices which were formerly in the 
patronage of the bifhop of Quebec, and which are almott all the be- 
nefices in the province, there being not above a dozen out of the 
whole number, (which is 128,) that are in the patronage of private 
perfons : — and a number of other Striking defects and omiffions in (hb 
late a£t, which leave the condition of the province which it wafr 
laetnt to regulate, in a Strange degree of uncertainty upon tnany im- 
portant points ; are matters that it would take up many pages to in- 
quire into with the attention they deferve.* 

Wc have fele&ed tbefe faCts and remarks, on account of the 
importance of the ad to which they relate, and the probability 
which there feems to be, that it will become an objeCt of much 
future contention. 


Art. XVI. Continuation of the Account of Mr. Macpbcrfon's Hifiory of 
Great Britain . See Review for May. 

I N the hiftory of the reign of James the Second, feveral paf- 
fages are obfervable, which Shew that Mr. Macpherfon is 
difpoM to extenuate the bad condud of that Prince, and to 
place his a&ions in the mod favourable light. This is parti- 
cularly apparent in what our Author has advanced concerning 
the difpenfing power of the Crown. He a'flerts, among other 
things to the fame purpofe, that the dodrine, 44 That there 
was nothing whatever with which the King, as fupreme law* 
giver, might not difpenfe,” was not illegal ; and that, from 
the period of James the Firft, this opinion had been received 
as undoubted law : and be reprefents the nation as now beginning 
to queftion a prerogative, which had been exercifed without 
opposition by ids fafpeded princes tban James the Second* 
Our fittfeofian** authority, for this manner of (peaking, is the 
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Lo d Chief Juftice Herbert’s vindication $ who, without doubt, 
endeavoured to make the beft of the bad caufe in which he had 
been engaged. But Mr. Macpherfon ought not have ad- 
mitted the Chief Juftice's ailertions without hcfitation : neither 
do we think that he could have done it, if he had not been un- 
der the power of prejudice ; or if he had read with due atten- 
tion Sir Robert Atkins’s Reply, or been acquainted with Petyt’s 
Jus ParliamentQrium . He* might, liktwife, have recollefted 
that, according to his own account, the Houfe of Commons, 
in Charles the Second’s reign, maintained, th^t penal laws, in 
matters ecclefiaftical, can only be fufpended by aft of parlia- 
ment, and obliged that Kin" to recal hjs declaration of indul* 
gence. Indeed, fo far was the doftrine of the difpenfipg power 
from being received as undoubted law, that James was under a 
necefluy of difplacing four Judges, before he could obtain a 
decifton in his favour ; and when he declared, that 44 he would 
have twelve Judges of his own opinion,” the Lord Chief Juftice 
Jones replied, 44 Twelve Judges you may poffibly find. Sir, 
but hardly twelve lawyers.” 

Our Author, chiefly upon the teftimony of certain extrafta 
made by Mr. Carte from the loofe papers of a Dr. Smith, one 
of the expelled Fellows of Magdalen College, corroborated by 
an anecdote from a Mr. G. Clark, of Oxford, hath given a new 
account of part of James's conduft, in the affair of that college, 

4 In fuel* a Hate of public opinion, (be meafures of the King mufl 
have been watched with jealoufy. His conceffions, at they were 
hafty and apparently forced, were .deemed temporary and uncertain. 
The greater, therefore, wa$ the neceffity to execute with prfcifion 
what hfe affetted to promife with fincerity. The arts of his fecret 
enemies, or perhaps only accident, furniflied a new fubjeft of diftruft 
t6 the nation. 1 he Bifhop of Winchefter, with a warrant for re- 
ftoring Magdalene College, left London on the fourteenth of Otto- 
ber; but inftead of repairing to Oxford, he retired to Farnham. 
Urged, however, by the Archbifhop of Canterbury, he arrived in 
the Uhiverfity on the twentieth, with the delign of reftoring the Fel- 
lows the next day. But' he had fcarce gone to bed, when he re- 
ceived an official letter from the Earl of Sunderland, commanding 
bis prefence in council at ten of the clock on the twenty- fecond. 
This was no more than a general order, without ipecifying the bu« 
fipefs, fent to all the Bilhops, to be prefent at enrolling the depo- 
sition a concerning the birth of the Prince of Wales. The meflengef 
bad gone to Farnham. He proceeded from thence to Oxford^ Th? 
Bilhop, without reftoring the Colle'ge, returned to London. James, 
finding upon inquiry that the Biftiop had not executed his btffinefs, 
Commanded him back, with expreffions of fome paffion ; and the 
Prefident and Fellows were, on the twenty-fifth of Oftober, re- 
Bored to their former functions* This. delay has been always pro- 
duced as an irrefragable proof of James’s want of iiftcerity in hi# 
Cpuceffion*. Upon the fcevys of. a ito/m wjxicl^ pattered the 
‘ ‘ ‘ ' I ‘ * Dutc^ 
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Dutch fleet, he has been faid to have redrafted his popular meafures* 
There is no truth in the aflertion. The letter which accidentally 
recalled the Bifbop of Winchefter was written on the nineteenth of 
October ; and the Prince of Orange was not driven back by the tern- 
pell till the twenty- firft of the fame month . 9 

In the detail of events, preceding the Revolution, we meet 
with thcYollowing ft range itory concerning the Lord Churchill a 

* On the nineteenth of November the King arrived at Saliibury. 
His officers, in a body, eyprefled their abhorrence of the defertkm 
of the Lord Cornbury in the Arongeil terms. His defign was to have 
advanced to Axminller. But the Prince of Orange had already po£ 
felled him (elf of that place. He refolved the next day to vifit the 
advanced quarter at Warminfter. A fudden bleeding at the nefe 
prevented him from falling into captivity, and faved, it is faid, his 
life. The night before he left London, a confpiracj was formed by 
feme of his chief officers to feize his perfon, and to deliver him into 
the hands of the Prince of Orange. The Earl of Rocheiler, the Lord 
Churchill, the Bifhop of London, Sir George Hewit, with feveral 
others, met privately at Mr* Hatton Compton’s lodgings in St. 
Alban's ftrect. After a long debate, concerning the means of ferv-r 
ing, to the belt purpofe, the Prince of Orange, it was at length re- 
folved, that Rochefler (hould attend the King to Salilbury, to be- 
tray bis counfels to the Prince ; that Churchill (hould endeavour to 
fecure the perfon of James; which could belt be done when Maine 
Was ftaff-officer on duty. Should IVJaine and the guards refill, no 
fafety remained but in difpatching the King. Churchill, but per* 
haps very unjuftjy, is faid to have undertaken this barbarous ftrvice. 
The defign offering the King is appertained from various quarters : 
but an intention to Uab or piliol him, in cafe of refinance, is too 
{hocking to merit credit, without the moll pofitive, clear, and de- 
cisive proofs. The only evidence of the fa & is the death-bed con- 
feffion of Sir George Hewit ; who, after having received emoluments 
ind honours from WiJliam, repented, in his lafh moments, of hit 
Conduct toward his former mailer . 1 

We fpe that Mr. KJacpberfpn himfelf feems unwilling to give 
credit to this relation, it is, indeed, too .improbable to meric 
the leaft regard, unlefi it were fupported by irrefragable proof 5 
?nd, therefore, it ought not to have found a place in a general 
hifiory. We have examined the authorities with attention, 
and find them to be nothing but fome idle reports ipferted by 
Carte in* his memorandum-book, and which he received front 
perfons as bigotted and as credulous as himfelf. The evidence* 
that Sir George Hewit made any fuch dcath r bed confeffion a$ is 
mentioned^ is too remote and too uncertain to be entitled to 
belief. There are no abfunlities which the collectors of anec- 
dote*, and efpecially fuch prejudiced ones as Carte was, would 
not fwallow : nor are there perfons wanting, who will treat 
that wrker 9 s (lories with refpedf, though they would look with 
the uttnoft contempt upon the at leaft equally well-grounded 
ftories of Bifhop Burnet. As to the faCt above related, nothing 
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can be imagined more contrary to the principles and characters 
of Lord Churchill, the Earl of Rochefter, and the Bifhop of 
London. We are far from thinking that even the defign of 
ieining the King is ascertained. 

Some of the fubfequent particulars, relative to James the 
Second’s flight, not being generally known, we (hall infert them, 
together with oor Hiftorian’s observations upon that event. 

* James remained at Rochefter three nigbts, in the midft of a few 
fhithful friends. The Earls of Arran, Dumbarton, Ailefbnry, Litch- 
fleW, end Middleton, were there, and, with other officers of merit, 
the gallant Lord Dundee. They argued againft his flight with united 
efforts. Several bifhops, feme peers, and many officers entreated 
his flay in fome part of England. Meflage followed meflage from 
London. They reprefented that the opinions of mankind began to 
Change. That events would rife daily in favour of his authority. 
James was perplexed between his own fears and the zeal of his 
friends. While others reafoned with calmnefs, Dundee added his 
own native ardour to advice. 44 The queftion. Sir, 9 ' ke faid, ** is 
whether you fhall flay in England; or fly to France t Whether 
you fhall trull the returning zeal of your native fubjeHs, or rely on 
a foreign power ? Here yott ought to Hand. Keep pofleffion of a 
part, and the whole will fubmit by degrees. Refume the fpirit of a 
King. Summon your fubje&s on their allegiance. Your army, 
though difbanded, is not difperfed. Give me your commiffion. I 
will gather ten thoufand of your troops. I will carry your ftandard 
at their head through England, and drive before you the Dutch and 
their Prince/' The King replied, 44 that he believed it might be 
done ; but that it would raife a civil war ; and he would not do ib 
much mifehief to a nation, who would come foon to their fenfes 
pgain.” Middleton urged his (lay, though in the remoteft part of 
the kingdom, 44 Your Majefty, faid he, may throw things into 
confufion, by your departure ; but it will be but the anarchy of a 
month : a new government will foon be fettled, and you and your 
family are ruined. 9 ' 

4 Thefe fpirited reraon ft ranees produced no cffedl on a mind full 
pf appreheniion and fear. James refolved to quit the kingdom. 
Having communicated his deiign to a few of his friends, he pafled at 
midnight through the back-door of the houfe where he lodged, and. 
With his fon, the Duke of Berwick, and Biddulph, one of his for* 
vants, went ip a boat to a foack, which lay waiting for him without 
the fort of Sheernefs. When day began to appear, the fmack 
weighed, and flood out to fea. The wind blew hard at eaft-north- 
eaft. They durfl not venture to turn down any lower than the Buoy 
of the Nore. They were forced to bear up the river toward Leigh, 
and to anchor on the Eflex fide, under the lee of the land. All Sun- 
day they lay in that place. The gale flackrned at, night ; and, 
when the tide broke, they got under fail. The weather being fait 
on Monday, without tacking, they reached the Buoy of the Nar- 
rows ; but not being able to weather the Goodwin, they were forced 
to fail through the Downs. Seven fhips lay there at anchor ; bat 
- {he fmack pafled unqueftioped along. Unable *0 fctcb Calais, fhp 
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bore away for Boulogne. She anchored before Ambleteufe. The 
King landed at three o’clock in the morning of Toefday, the twenty- 
fifth of December ; and, taking poll, foon joined his Queen at St* 
Germains. 

• The ambition of the Prince of Orange, the cabals of $he difcon- 
tented, the arts of private enemies, the treachery of fuppofed friends/ 
and even the obvious neceflity of circumfcribing a prerogative which 
had been carried beyond its legal bounds, might ultimately Grip the 
King of a part of his authority : but none bat James could deprive 
kimfelf of his throne. The deferdon of his people proceeded more 
horn a did ike to his meafures than an averfion to his perfon. Had 
he remained in England, his very misfortunes would have brought* 
back the old, or created new friends. The ardour of his rival for 
poflefling the regal power, had already overcome his ufaal prudence 

and referve. Ungaining in his manner, perfevftring in the purfuit 0 
of his own fchemes, as negligent of friends as he was carelefs of 
enemies, the Prince was not likely to retain, for any length of time, 
the popularity which he had acquired. The utility of his public 
mcatures would be forgot in his private conduct. His actions would' 
become daily more and more inconfident with hi* declarations ; and 
he would at length fink into a mere mediator between the King' 
and his people ; or rife to the throne through all the horrors of a 
civil war. But, fortunately for the Prince, the ignorance and timi- 
dity of James opened for him a peaceable accedion to a crown, > 
which, though he might feize, he could never retain by the force of 
his arms.’ 

The fuccetdtng remarks upon the legality of the convention 
of 1688-9, which, in our opinion, are more ingenious than) 
juft, will (hew how little difpofed Mr. Macpherfon is. to ap- 
plaud the meafures which led to the Revolution : 

* To men, fays he, who ende'avour to deduce all the political 
rights of mankind from precedent and law, the prefent adembly will 
not appear to be by either fupported. The convention which re- 
flored Charles the Second was by no means fimilar to that which 
railed William the Third to the throne. The long parliament, how* 
ever much they might have abufed the authority, derived their own 
exifteuce from a fource recognifed by the conditution and laws. The 
two other edates of parliament having been excluded from their 
functions by the violence of others, their whole power devolved, 
in a regular fuccedion, upon the commons. They were de fado, 
though perhaps not dt jure , the fupreme authority in. the nation^ 

2 nd, as fiich, they had a kind of right to remit the people to tho 
choice of a new reprefentative. In the prefent indance, the mem- 
bers of parliament, regularly difTolved, met upon the invitation of 
a perfon veiled with no authority recognifed by the laws. They de- 
volved a power, which they poflefied not themfelves, upon a Prince 
who had not even the fmall advantage of being a native of England y 
He exerted his fidlitious authority, and fummoned an adembly, who, 
by virtue of powers derived folely from himfelf, conferred upon him 
cb? CTOffO. 

f Neceflity, 
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* Neceffity, however, hai been urge# a$ aYoffirient juftifteati&nf 
©f this irregularity. Tbe King, by deferring the functions of hit 
office, bad ciiflblvcd all govarqment. Things reverted to their firft 
principles ; and the people had a right to eftablifh what authority- 
they pleafed to ’govern themfelves. But men have not confidcred, 
that there cannot happen a partial diflolution of government When 
the chain is broken in the upper link, confufion pervades tbe whole. 
Upon the principle, that all authority is dilTolved, what right had 
a fmall part of the nation, as the freeholders confefledly were, ta 
determine upon a point in which the whole body of the people were 
* concerned ? Could their cxclufive privileges fubfift, after the poli. 
tical fabric had fallen r But, if the freeholders at large lofe their 
relative privileges, by a total diflolution of government, they can 
have no reprefentatives, as they can transfer no power. The truth 
£ is, the expediency of the thing muft fupply the place of right. The 

E eople. at large are too unweildy a body to ad for themfelves. A 
ind of uforpation is neceflary to guide and even to command them 
to their Own good. Beiides, they are never minutely tenacious of 
their natural rights. They voluntarily yield a fuperiority to parti- 
cular per (ons ; and their acquiefcence is afterwards con ft rued into 
duty/ - 

The Author, in his account of the Revolution, hath laid 
himfelf juftly open, in feveral refpe&s to animadverfion and’ 
cenfure. But it would carrv us beyond our limits to point out 
the various paflages that deferve to be cridcifed. Many obfer- 
vations might be made on the following extrads. We may, 
however, fafely leave them to the fagac.ty of the generality of 
our Readers. No real friend to the religion and civil confti- 
tution of this country, will be able to perufe tne fubfequent re- 
\ f^edions upon the reign and charader, the views and fituatiou 
of James, without fome degree of indignation. There is an 
' awkwardnefs in the ftate of the prefent partifans of the Stuart 
family, which calls for our pity, minted with contempt. They 
endeavour to unite their attachment to that family with the en- 
larged and liberal principles of modern times. They want to 
vindicate, or to palliate, the arbitrary proceedings of the 
Charlefe8 and the Tamefes ; and yet they would wilh to appear 
me the mod enlightened and philofophic of men j the cohfe- 
quence of which is, that there is frequently an almoft ridicu- 
lous inconfiftency in their writings, Mr. Macpherfon often 
{lands in this fituation. 

‘ Such, fays our Hiftomn, was the end of the reign of James the 
Second, a prince, whofe impolitic condudt deprived, in a great mea- 
fure, his very misfortunes of regret. He met with, the common fate 
of the unfortunate: he more blamed than he deferved. His 
enthufiafm in favour of a religion which his fubje&s abhorred, was 
a fpecies of madnefs rather than a crime. There is, however, fcarcc 
ajiy reafon to believe that he himfelf, with all his bigotry, ever .en- 
tertained hopes of eftablilhing tht Romift faith in England, He 
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was evidently hurried into fame of his worft mesfures by fervants* 
who were bribed by his enemies to betray him to his ruyi. The popifh 
cabinet, who fir ft advifed the difpenfing power, was formed by Sun* 
dcrland, then in pay, as well as privy to the views, of the Prince of 
Orange ; and the violence of JefFerys kindled a difference with the 
bifhops. which haftened his mailer’s ruin. His attack upon Magda- 
lene College, in Oxfprd, though fuificiently expreffive of his danr 
geroas principles, was carried to extremity more through the arts of 
Sunderland, than by his own violence. Though he avowedly dc- 
figned that college as a fe mi nary for bis favourite fett, there is fcarce 
any reafon to doubt, had he heard ofthe firft petition pf the fellows* 
but he would have dropt his pei fecution of Oxford, as ha had re- 
linquifhed his attempt on Cambridge. 

‘ He is, however, by no means to be excufed in many other parts 
of his conduit. His haughtinefs to his parliament when they fat* 
his tampering with them afrerwards, to favour his views, his keep- 
ing on foot a great army, without the excofe of domeftic difturbances 
or foreign war, were irrefragable proofs of his arbirrary principles, 
andokimately of his dcfjgn*. His interference with the common 
courfe of juftice, by difplacing judges who interpreted not the laws 
according to his inclination, was a dangerous grievance, and raifed. 
with juftice, the jealoufv, and even the indignation ofhis people. His 
partiality to papifts, to the exclufion ofhis other fubjeCis, W3S full of 
injofticeand wcaknefs. His own open profeflion of the Romifh faith, 

« his encouraging the priefts of that religion to appear at his court 
in the habits of their refpeltive orders, his licenfirig places of worfhip 
for his favourite fedl, his ereding popilh fchools, to feduce the chil- 
dren ofhis fubjedsfrom proteftantifm, were inftances cf infult to his 
people as well as of folly in himfclf. His whole reign, in fhort, was 
full of improdencies in his own condud, and with attacks op the 
favourite prejudices of his people. 

‘ In many refpeds, it mull be owned that he was a virtuous man, 
as well as a good monarch. He was frugal of the public money. 
He encouraged commerce with great attention. He applied himfelf 
to naval affairs with fuccefs. He lupported the fleer, as the glory 
aod protedion of England. He was alfo zealous for the honour of 
his country. He was capable of fupporting its interefts with a de- 
gree of dignity in the fcalc of Europe. In his private life he was 
almofl irreproachable. He was an indulgent parent, a tender huf- 
band, a generous and fteady friend. In his deportment hs was af- 
fable, though (lately. He bellowed favours with peculiar grace. 
He prevented felicitation by the fuddennefs of his difpofal of places. 
Though fcarce any prince was ever fe generally deferred, few ever 
had fo many private friends. Thofe who injured him the mod wore 
the firft to implore his fo/givenefs ; and even after they had raifed 
another prince to his throne, they refpeded his perfon, and were 
.anxious for his ftfety. . To thtfe virtues he added a fteadinefs of 
counfels, a perfeverance in his plans, and courage in his enterpjrifes. 
He was honourable and fair in all his dealings. He was unjuft to 
men in their principles, but never with regard to their property. 
Though few monarchs ever oft ended a people more, he yielded to 
Kmc in his love of his fubjelts. He even affirmed, that he quitted 

England 
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England to prevent the horrors of a civil war, as much as from fear 
of a reflraint upon his perfon from the Prince of Orange. His great 
virtue was a Arid adherence to fads and truth in all he wrote and 
faid, though fome parts of his conduct had rendered his fincerity in 
his political profeffions fufpeded by his enemies. 

* There is, however, nothing more certain than that the people 
found themfelves aggrieved; and that, confequently, they had a right 
to do jufliceto themfelves. Though, in England, apprehenfions 
for the future were much greater than prefent grievances, yet that 
conduit in the prince, which raifed thofe apprehenfions, ought to be 
oppofed. There is reafon to believe, that the preference given to a 
fed, whom the people in general abhorred, raifed more indignation 
than adual fears of the eflabli foment of the popifh religion. The 
thing itfelf was, even at the time, deemed, by men of fenfe, impof- 
fible. The papifts fcarce bore the proportion of one to two hundred 
proteftants in the nation. Scarce one in fifty of the army, which 
created fo much terror and jealoufy, was of the popifh perfuafion. 
•Though feveral of that fed were in office, they were men or mean abi- 

' lities ; and they even feemed afraid of violence. The enthufiafm of the 
king was the great objedof difguft to the nation. The appropriation 
of all confidence to perfons whom their religious opinions only recoin* 
mended, disappointed* men who, from a, former pofleffion of power, 
were dill fond of office. The abilities of thofe, working upon the 
fears of others, had adually difarmed James at home be?o:e he was 
invaded from abroad. His wild projeds were effedually defeated by 
a jury at London, before he was difeomfited by the terrors of a Dutch 
army. He had made the mod ample conccilions for the injuries done 
to the laws. He left the conflitution much better than he received it 
from his brother's hands. Nothing remained to confirm the liber- 
ties of the nation but the fandion of a parliament, whofe eledions 
were now entirely independent of the will of the king. 

* But his negleding to call a parliament, however fpecious his 
excufes might be to the contrary, juftly alarmed a people, who wifh- 
ed to render themfelves fecure againfl his future views and, perhaps, 
againfl his refentment. Men forefaw,* that, fhould James defeat the 
Prince of Orange in the field, he might either refufe or adhere at . 
pleafure to his conceffions. Though they placed fome confidence ia 

, his natural fincerity, they could never truft his enthufiafm. Their 
very prejudices againfl his religion fuggefled terrors, which proved 
fatal to his authority. They believed him capable of making a foow 
of yielding, to recover the power of doing more harm. Upon this 
principle was founded that general defertion which, without affigo- 
mg this reafon, might be deemed unaccountable, if not difgracetiil. 

A more honourable condud might certainly have eftablifoed liberty 
On a folid foundation. Had the officers declared for a free parlia- 
ment, in (lead of quitting their colours, when a foreign enemy was in 
the kingdom, a doubt can fcarce be formed that the hands of James 
might be fufficiently tied from effeding further mifehief. An era 
of liberty might have commenced without the expence, or even dan- 
ger of a change. The power of the crown might have been more 
circumfcribed than when the feeptre was placed in the hands of the 
Prince of Orange James had loft all influence among his lubjeda, 

6 except 
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except that which he derived from the adherence of fome to the line 
of fucceflion. Even thcfe would have yielded to any regulation that 
ihould not deprive him of the name of king.” 

Many of our Readers will b<e pleafed with our Author’s tefti- 
ntony to the political conduct of queen Mary, while king Wil- 
liam was in Ireland. 

. * The management of affairs in England had been vetted in Mary, by 
an exprefs aft of parliament, during her bufband’s abfence in Ireland. 
When the fituation of that Princefs brought her forward to public view, 
her good qualities appeared with coniiderable advantage. The prejudice* 
which the peculiarity of her fituation had raifed againit her huma- 
nity, were much leffened by an eafy accefs to her perfon, and the 
foftnefs of her manners. In political addrefs fhe feemed not to be 
deficient ; and the fame of her prudence rofe among the people ia 
proportion to their prior want of information concerning her real | 
character. The part which lbe had to aft was difficult. The time* 
were critical and dangerous. Her council was formed, almott ia 
equal numbers, of the two irreconcileable parties, the Whigs and 
the Tories. A powerful enemy prefled the nation from abroad. 
Difcontents, factions, and even confpiracies, prevailed at home. 
Though the fupplies for the navy had been ample, the preparation* 
for equipping the fleet were languid ; and the kingdom, through the 
negligence of government, or the defign of fome of its fervaats, 
feemed to lie expofed to invafion, and even to conqueft. In this 
date of things, the reins were left in the hands of Mary. Her inex- 
perience in bufinefs was Aipplied by attention * and public affairs 
upon the whole, fuffered no detriment from the circumffance of their 
being placed under a woman’s care.’ 

After relating the foreign events in the year 1690, Mr. Mac- 
pherfon introduces fome fenfiblc remarks on the conduCl of 
France with refpeCt to England, during that year. 

* Though the French and their allies were fuccefsful in every quar- 
ter, Lewis the Fourteenth, with a happy negligence, declined to 
path his enemies on their niott vulnerable fide. The ignorance of the 
coart of France with regard to the ttate of England preferved the 
latter kingdom from imminent danger, upon various occafions ; but 
at bo juncture with more apparent good- fortune, than in the prefenc 
year. Their victorious fleet rode in triumph in the channel for many 
weeks. They lay, without the fear of an enemy, in the very bay 
where a foreign invafion had been made with fuccefs about twenty 
months before. Had they landed an army in the name of King 
Janes, the crown of England would have been again transferred from, 
the reigning Prince, without a battle. There was no regular force, 
fofficient to face an enemy, in the kingdom. Difcontents prevailed 
among the people, and factions in the cabinet. The adherents of the 
late King were Hill numerous. The prefent King had lott many of 
his former friends . But either Lewis was averfe from putting an end 
co the conteft concerning the throne of England i or, with his ufual 
weakneif , while he enjoyed the glory of vidory, neglected its advan- 
tages This undecifivenefs of character proved always beneficial to 
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Jiis enemies. England owed to it her prefent conftitution, and, per- 
haps, her independence ; and William derived from his mortal enemy 
his bed hold of his own throne. 

(To be concluded in another article *) 

Aa*r. XVII. Remarks on tbs Principal Acts of the Thirteenth, Parliament 
of Great Britain , continued . 

I N the laft number of ouf Review we gave an account of the 
firft part of the Author’s firft volume —In feftion IK of the 
2d part, he inquires, 4 What were the privileges granted to the 
firft fettlers in North America by the Virginian charters.* The 
greateft part of this inquiry is however foreign to the prefer?* 
American controverfy. The privileges contained in the ftveral 
Virginian charters having been chiefly granted to companies re- 
ading within the realm of England, and inftituted for the pur-* 
pofe of erefting commercial factories in their refpe&ive diftri&s* 
and not of promoting agriculture and thofe permanent colonial 
eftablifhments which have fince taken place in America, We 
fhall therefore pafs over the Author’s remarks (tofomc of which 
we have objc£tion$) upon theft charters ; and for the fame rea- 
fons we fhall likewife overlook bis obfervations (in the fucceed* 
ing fe&ion) upon the privileges granted by the firft chapter to 
the Governor and company of Maflachufetts Bay. 

Se£h III. contains 4 an abftjra& of the charters of Conae&i- 
cut and Rhode Ifland.’ — Theft were granted after the Revolution 
to colonifts who had been feveral years fettled in America without 
any. incorporation or charter from the crown. Thefe colonies 
our Author compares to 4 corporations within the kingdom of 
England,’ and endeavours to fupport the comparifon by argu- 
ments which might be eafily refuted. The flighted examina- 
tion however will prove that there is no kind of fimilitude be- 
tween the privileges enjoyed by any corporator! within the 
realm* and the fovereign prerogatives and legiflative powers con- 
veyed by the charters in queftion. 

In Serft. IV. he inquires 4 what were the Privileges granted 
by the Crown to the New Englanders, by the Second Charter 
of Maflachufetts Bay ?’ Nothing is however delivered on this 
fubje& that particularly deferves our attention. 

Se£t. V. is employed in confidering 4 the Privileges conveyed 
by the Crown to the Proprietor and Inhabitants of Maryland 
in the Charter of Maryland.’ — This charter is the firft of thofe 
which have been granted, (fince the acceffion of the Stuarts), 
with powers to be executed without the realm ; and is therefore 
much more favourable to the claims of the colonifts, than any 
of the preceding ; and particularly with refpedl to the power 
of taxation, which is moft ftrongly renounced in the following 
claufe : 

" We 
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, “ Vte do covenant and grant to* and with the aforefaid now Lord 
Bakiaiofe, his heirs and alfigns, that we, oar heirs and fuccefibrs, 
(hail at no time hereafter fet, or make, or caufc to be fet any impoli- 
tic, coftom, or other taxation, rate, or contribution whatfoever* 
in sad upon the dwellers and inhabitants of the aforefaid province, 
for their lands, tenements, goods, or chattels, within the faid pro- 
vince, or in or upon any goods or merchandife within the faid pro- 
vince, or to be laden, or unladen, within the ports or harbours ' of* 
fte faid province. And our pleafure is, and for us, our heirs and 
foccdTors, we charge and command, that this our declaration (hall 
henceforward, from time to time, be received and allowed in all out 
courts, and before all the judges of us, our heirs, and fuccdTors* 
for a fufficient and lawful difeharge, payment, and acquittance.” 

This clatife our Author partly recites * and though he inti- 
mates that the renunciation in queflion might be interpreted asi 
Extending , only to the right which the king is faid to have 
claimed over bis Englifh fkbjeSs, namely the right of laying 
ctruun taxes without the concurrence of the other eftates j yet 
he obferves, that it is ( beyond a doubt that Charles confidered 
the colonies as entirely fubjed to his Jingle authority, and not 
to that of the other eftates, whom he fuppofed to have no mord 
right of making laws to bind them, than they now have of 
making laws to biod Hanover. This opinion (continues he) 
James I. had exprefsly avowed in a letter to the boufe *. It 
fhould teem therefore probable, that in granting this charter* 
Charles confidered the colonies as ftaridiog to him in this rela- 
tion, And if fo, (adds he) it muft, I think, folloiv, that thd 
covenant was meant and uriderftood to convey to the proprietor 
and inhabitants of Maryland, a full fecurity againli taxation by 
«ty power in England.’— -This large interpretation of the claufe 
in queftion, fetms warranted by the words of the claufe itfelf* 
k can hatdly be faid, I* think, that when the king gives hid 
tonfent to a ta£, levied iri his name, and by his authority, hd 
does not cattle that ta X to be fet.’ — ‘ In a law for taxation, as 
wdlas in every other aft of legiflation, the immediate rnftru- 
mentality is attributed to the king. Now the words of the co- 
tenant are, tbit the king will “ neither fet nor caufe to be fet/* 
any ta* in Maryland* Hence* therefore, I think we may con- 
clude, that according to the ftriA letter, as well as the fpirit of the 
charter, the inhabitants of Maryland are taxableoniy by theirown 
governors and afiembly ; and not by any other body of men whofe 
commands are without effedl* till ratified by the authority of the 
king.* Oiir Author does not fcruple, therefore, to fay, that 

• Thefe and other fa£U of. the like import give decifive explana- 
tions of fomO doubtful pgfiages in feveral of the American charters, 
add, a regard for troth ahd jullicefliould have induced our Author to 
tiipter the xn for that pprpofe, though excepting the fingle in fiance 
before us, we no where find hull doing it. 

Rtv. July 1775. F by 
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by this charter, the proprietor and inhabitants of Maryland 
were, and fuppofing them to have kept their part of the con* 
trad inviolate, fill are , exempted from parliamentary taxation.* 

In Sed. VI. the Author inquires 4 what were the Privileges 
granted by the Crown to the Proprietor and Inhabitants of Pen* 
fylvania, by the Charter of Penfyl vania ?' This charter dif- 

fers from that of Maryland in feveral circumftances, and partr- 
cularly in that of taxation ; and there are fads not indeed much 
known, which would enable us to give a juft and ufeful ex- 
planation of the caufe of this variation, .and thereby to refute 
the vifionary fpeculations which our Author has delivered on 
this fubjed ; but they would require more room than we can 
afford, and will probably be communicated in an account of 
the political hiftory and conftitutions of the colonies, which 9 
as we are well informed, is preparing for the public. 

In the feveral fucceeding fcdions of this part, our Author 
confiders * the power exercifed over the colonies by parliament, 
at different periods from their firft eftablifhment, to the com- 
mencement of the laft parliament ; and alfo the deference paid 
by the colonies to the authority of parliament, and to the re- 
quifitions of the crown, previous to the feign of his prefent 
majefty.* With thefe fubjeds he appears, however, to have 
been but imperfedly acquainted* • His fads are altogether 
partial ; a circumftance which we charitably aferibe to his 
having found them only in partial repertories .— But we cannot 
(for the reafon before alleged) defeend to the numerous par-' 
ticulars to which this obfervation relates, and it is the lefs ne- 
ceflary for us to dd it, becaufe we have reafon to hope, that the 
defeds and errors of this part of our Author’s performance 
will be correded in the work at which we have juft hinted. 

* In Part III. she Author premifes fome reflexions on the 
c . Advantages of the periodical renewal of the Legiflative Body;* 
and then proceeds to the proper obied of his remarks, namely 
to the confideration of the Proceedings of the Thirteenth Par-' 
liament of Great Britain : this part of the work contains many 
candid and juft obfervation s j but as the proceedings to whichr 
they relate are many of them temporary, and have been the 
fubjed of frequent and recent difeuflions, we {hall confine our 
Review to two of the more permanent ads of this parliament* 
viz. that for the better regulating the Government of the Mafia* 
chufetts Bay; and that relating to the Province of Quebec. 

By the firft of thefe ads, feveral very important alterations' 
were made in the charter and civil conftitution of the Mafia* 
chufetts Bay, and as our Author in the firft part of his work 
had fo ftrongly aliened the terms of original charters granted by 
the crown to fubjeds, forming new fettlements, 44 to be binding 
onjhe whole .Legifatwre f gnd the privileges *od exemptions con- 
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tained in them to be irrevocable ly Parliament , we naturally ex- 
pected that he would have applied this do&rine to the a& in 
quedion, or at lead that he Would have given forhe fubdantial 
xeafon for not making fuch an application ; we had even fuf- 
peeled that this reafon would have been fouiided on a fuppofed 
difference between the fiid and fecond charters of this pro- 
vince (though at the fame time we fecolle&ed fa< 3 s that WQuhI„ 
have refuted this didin&ion had it been made); nothing of 
this has however been done, which is the more extraordinary, 
feeciufe, if our Author’s do&rine of the indefeafible force of 
charters be admiffible, any a& for altering fuch charters 
mud be in itfelf unjud, null and void. But our Author, 
without appearing to have at all refle&ed on a circumdahcc of 
fo much importance, begins with maintaining that u there 
were many and leading defers’* in the conditution of this pro- 
vince, and he endeavours to prove this by a general reference to 
the complaints of governors, who have fancied that they had 
not -fufficient power to fupprefs all undue oppofition to their 
proceedings. — Complaints of this nature are natural from men 
in high flationf, but they are not always jud. It is indeed true, 
that fince the late violent and general difeontent of the people 
in America, governors in every province have found their au- 
thority but very feeble; the fame has however been experienced 
in like circ'umdances; by the mod arbitrary monarchs ; and it is 
neither poflible nor defirable that any man fliould be intruded 
with fuch irrefidible powers as would be neceflary to overcome 
the oppofition of/a whole' people. And whatever thofe go- 

vernors to whom our Author refers, may have N lately thought 
on this fubjeft, it 19 certain that fome of them, and particu- 
larly Sir Francis Bernard and Mr. Hutchmfon, before they 
were inflamed by party contention, have delivered vety diffe- 
rent opinions, from thofe on which our Author founds the expe- 
diency of the a& in quedion. But how much foever our Authqr 
may have been convinced of the propriety or judice of altering 
the civil government of Maflachufetts Bay, he does not appear 
to approve the alteration^ made by the act in quedion. His 
observations refpe&ing the council are as follow : 

* Henceforward the members of the council are not only to be 
named by his majefty, but are to hold their offices no longer than . 
daring his pleafkre . This indeed was taking away their dependence 
00 the democratical part of government; but it was neither render- 
ing them independent, nor iecuring them that refpe& which alone 
coaid make them ufeful. If they were liable to contempt whilit they 
were coofidered only the inftruments of the houfe of reprefeptati'ues, 
they muft expeft to meet, as indeed they have met with abhorrence, 
as well as contempt, appearing to be the inflruments of the cro<wn. 
No doubt the outrages countenanced, or at lead connived at, under 
the former democratic government, did require for the prefent, that 
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the intermediate branch of the legiflature fhould throw its weight 
into the fcale of the crown. Bat then that weight fhould have been 
thrown in voluntarily, in which cafe the momentum of it would have 
been fomething in point of influence as well as power. Such refin- 
ance as it might in that cafe give to the extravagances of the demo- 
cratic party, might then have been considered as the effcdfc of internal 
convi&ion. The belief of that convidlion might then have operated 
on others. 

* Had they been appointed for life, or at lead had proofs had con* 
vision of malpractice neceflarily preceded their removal or fufpcn- 
fion, they would at once have acquired a degree of dignity, which) 
they could never acquire whilfl they were elected by the reprefenta- 
tives ; and a degree of confidence which thev never can hope to ac- 
quire whilfl they are removeable at the plealure of the crown. And 
they would, befide, have had fomething worth contending for them- 
felves ; they would have had a real and permanent intereft, fufficient 
to incite them to labour earneflly and effectually, to check the en- 
croachments either of the crown or people. 

‘ This fecond defeCt in the law before us was perhaps a con- 
fequence of the original error, of confounding together the legi- 
slative council, and the council of ftate., 

* From the fame fource perhaps fprung another defeCt. Among 
the qualification i of the counfellors, they are required to be pro- 
prietors of land, or inhabitants within the province. A member 
of the council of ftate Hands in a refponfible office many officers 
of the crown, who are mere inhabitants, may with propriety, nay, 
ought perhaps to be called to this board : but furely the member* 
of the legiflative council ought to have a natural , as well as * 
political relation to the country. Territorial pofleffioas fetm an 
indifpenfable qualification to a member of the legiflature. 

4 Hitherto the aCt feems to have confidered this council merely 
as a council of ftate. And neither requires fuch qualifications a* 
fhould have been required of, nor gives fuch a degree of indepen- 
dence as ihould have been given to, members wfxs. were to form 
a diftindt conftituent branch of the legiflature. 

4 In the next provifion it feems to confider it merely as a legU 
flative council, and takes from it the fun&ions which had be- 
. fore been allotted, and for ought appears, Ihould have been con- 
tinued to the council, confidered as a council of ftate. Their con- 
currence is no longer neceflary to the nomination or removal of 
the judges of the inferior courts of common pleas, commiffioncra 
of oyer and terminer, attorney-general, provoft marfhals or juftices 
of the peace : nor to the nomination, though it be to the removal 
of a fheriff. The appointment of a certain number of perfons, a 
certain body, without whofe advice at lead, if not their content, 
the governor fhould do no adfc of government, feems to have been, 
generally confidered as a ufefui guide in the exercife, as well as a fa- 
lutary check upon the abufe of power. At leaft it increases the 
number of perfous immediately refponfible. And who is the go- 
vernor that would not rather truft to the official information and ad- 
vice of a body of men acting in a refponfible character, than to the. 
private advice which may be whiipered in bis car, by the very 
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torn* periaos, a&ing only in their private and individual capacity ? 
Whatever advantages the governor might derive from the informa- 
tion or advice of fuch a refponfible body ; whatever check he might 
lie under from the neceffity of obtaining the concurrence of fuch 
a body in the nomination of thofe who are to exercife the judicial 
jmrer* are taken away by this ad. The confent of the council 
.is not neceflary: nor is the governor bound to aik, nor they to 
give their advice, 

* Indeed it appears, that the intention of the legiflature was to 
rtsder the officers of juftice, as well as the council, entirely depen- 
dent on the crown.’ 

Under the former government, fays our Author, the judges 
were dependent on the deputies of the people for a temporary. 
Wretched, and arbitrary fupport ; and on this account he af- 
ferts, that they neither did nor could be expeflcd to a& with 
any degree Of impartiality. — It is indeed true, that the oecono- 
my which regulates provincial expences, had rendered the fa* 
laries Of the judges as well as of other officers, but fmall ; 
they were however fufficient to fatisfy the moft deferving and 
tnoft elevated characters in that country ; and if thefe falaries 
were granted by the general aflembly, it was a circumftance 
iuited to counterbalance their dependence on the governor for 
the appointment and continuance of their offices ; though 
ft might perhaps have been much better if they had been 
wholly independent in both refpe&s. Yet it is not true that 
there ever was any caufe, as our Author aflerts, to charge 
the judges of Maflachufetts Bay with having given an unjuft 
deciiion from any regard to the falaries granted them by the 
jtflembly ; which have been Hated and regularly provided for. 

Our Author, however, very reprehenfibly prefumes on the 
Contrary of all this, and proceeds as follows : 

4 What remedy has the a£t provided for an evil of fo dangerous 
a nature? Noue at all. Or, at belt, miftaking the reverfe of wrong 
for right, it has only fubftituted one evil in the place of another, 
ftot a fyilable is faid about the falaries of the judges. They are 
left, as to this point, fo far as this ad extends, in the fame date of 
dependence as before. The crown indeed does now iflue -falaries 
for them. But it Isa voluntary, arbitrary ad of the crown. It is 
*0 legal eftabliffiment. And it feems to the full as dangerous, that 
the judges ffiould depend pn the crown, as on the people, for an 
arbitrary fupport. 

* To leffen their dependence on the people, it is enaded, that 
the judges ihall not only be appointed by the deputy of the king, 
hat (hall hold their office, the inferior ones, daring the pieafure of 
flic fame deputy, the fuperior during the pieafure of the king. This 
jadeed is ftrengthening the power of the crown, but it is weakening 
(he (Security of the people. The impartial adminiilration of jnftice 
arill no longer be impeded by the cabals of fadion, but will it not 
Ir'ttahle to be. impeded by the intrigues of minifters ? What then 
|jas the community gained by this change ? 
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4 Thofe who had fo ftrongly reprefen ted to government the necef* 
firy of making the judges independent of the people, did not advifo 
their being made as dependent on the crown. They advifed, that 
adequate and fixed appointments fhould be affigned them ; that they 
(hould hold their places, not during the pleafurp either of the king 
or of the governor, or of the afiemblies, but as the judges hold 
their places in England, quamdiu Jk bene gejferint. Their advice was, 
that the king (hould appoint them, but the law alone fhould dis- 
place them. 

4 But what check would there then have (>een on the provincial 
courts, if the judges were appointed for life ? That check which the 
conflitution points out. Appeals fhould have lain from the decifiona 
of the provincial courts, but not to a court, which exerdfes an 
jurifdldlion, to which it is in every light incompetent; not 
to the king in council, but to the Court of king’s bench in England.' 

The Author next objects to the former mode of appointing 

J rand juries (of which we gave an account in our Review for 
cb. laft, p. 176*177) ; to reform this fuppofed d^fe&ivc mode, 
was, fays he, the bufinefs of a large part of this a£L 
4 Particular directions ’continues he, 4 are given about making out the 
lifts of perfons qualified to ferve on juries ; but as to the qualification it- 
felf, the aft is totally filent. About the time of iftuing the fummons for 
jurors : about the manner of fupplying the want of jurors, where a 
fufticient number do not appear, or having appeared, are reduced to 
an in fufticient number, by challenges, or other wife ; about the mode 
of afeertaining the number, and of drawing the names of jurors, 
the aft is full and particular : and appears to be liable to no oh* 
jeftion. — 

4 Not fo with refpeft to the officer who is to fummpq the juror*. 
They are to be fummoned by the Jberijfs . — Names are powerful 
things.--Nine tenths of the world are governed by them. Had the 
aft provided for the Efficiency and independence of the officer, who 
is to fummoh juries, it would have been a matter of prudence, and 
allowable policy, to call him a Jheriff ; but was it allowable to give 
this name to a needy dependent, liable to be difmifted at any ttme^ 
for no aftignable reafon, by the fervant of the crown, and a council 
which itfelf is only inftrument of the crown ? A fherifF in Eng- 
land muft have lands in the county where he ferves. For ought thit 
appeal* by this aft, a governor may name his own footman to be 
fherifF. . A fherifF in England is appointed for a year ; for ought 
that appears by this aft, one man may be fherifF for life. A 
fherifF in England is to take an oath of office ; no oath, no en- 
gagement whatever, is preferibed by this aft. A fherifF in England 
js punifhable by fine, or otherwife, if proof be given of negligence 
or partiality, in the Return of juries ; no fine, no punifhment what- 
ever, is denounced by this aft againft the negligence, or partiality 
of a fherifF. Yet it is remarkable, that the fame aft impofes 4 
fine on the conftable, if he give in falfe lifts of perfons qualified to 
ferve as jurors: he is alfo punifhable if he negleSt to give in true 
lifts. — But fuppofe the fherifF to faljtfy thefe lifts : fuppofe him to 
impanel*, or return perfons to ferve in juries, who are not named in 
ihefe lifts, to what punifhment is he liable ?-~To be difplaced by 
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tic governor and council. He would meet this punishment, no 
doubt of it, if fiich falsification, or untrue return, be difadvantageous 
to government, or hurtful to the governor or his friends. 

* This a& then, So far as it relates to the nomination, and 
fusions of theiheriffs,. feema to be at pnce unjuft and impolitic 
oiijuft, becaufe it does not fecure the rights of the people ; impolitic,, 
becaufe it defeats one at lead of its own ends. 

' 4 For the ends which the legislature ^had, or ought to have had, in 
view, were firft to fecuVe to the colonists, and to convince them, 
that it was intended to fecure to them* an impartial administration 
ofjuSlice, by providing effeau ally for the return of a fufficient and 
indifferent jury.— 'And in the next place to convince them, that the 
legislature, in the changes effected in their conliitution, meant only 
to bring it nearer to what themfelves boalt to be its original model, 
the constitution of the mother-country. — Now will the people ever 
believe, that a jury fummooed by filch an officer as this, who gives 
no pledge, no fecurity whatever to the public for his good conduit, who 
up be, for ought that appears, without a foot of land in the pro- 
vince, who takes no oath, enters into no recognizance for the im- 
partial difcharge of his duty, and who bolds his place at the will of* 
the governor, will be a fufficient and indifferent jury i Will not any 
jury he can Summon in any caufe, where the rights of the crown,: 
or the interefts of its officers, are concerned, be at lealt fu Spelled ? 
Will they hereafter trufl to your profeffions of wishing to communi- 
cate to the colonies, the bleffings of the British constitution? Will* 
they not refent as a mockery, this affixing the name of an officer re- , 
fpe&able in England, to a creature fo totally diffimilar in Ame- 
rica ? There is no more refemblance between an Englifh Sheriff, and k 
the lheriff appointed by this alt, than, between a con/ul commanding 
the troops of the moft powerful State in the world, apd a con/ul fettling* 
disputes about figs and raifins, at Smyrna. 

* Another objelt of this ad is, to regulate the annual andocca-' 

fional meetings of the freemen. Thefe meetings, it Seems, had 
been perverted from the orignal porpofe for which they were initi- 
ated, and, in (lead of confining themfelves to their own municipal 
bofinefs, 44 had been milled,” Says the alt, “ to treat upon mat- 
ters of the moft general concern, and to pafs many dangerous and 
unwarrantable refolves.” ’ ■ . 

4 To remedy this abufe, two provisions are made ; both of which * 
appear impolitic, and one of them impra&icable. 

4 It is ena&ed, that nooccafiogal meeting, that is, no meeting,, 
except the annual ones for the eledion of officers, and thofe for the 
eic&ion of reprefentatives. Shall be fummoned without the confent. 
of the governor. This, no doubt, is pralticable, but is it juft or* 
politic? Thus moch is, 1 believe, certain, that here in England, 
the frequent meetings of the gentry and freeholders, have always 
been considered as one of the* greatest fupports of our liberties.— Our 
petit and grand feffions, our affizes, are upon this acc6unt, v as well 
as others, of real and falutary importance ; nay, if the Restoration 
is to be ranked among the national bleffings, even cock*matches and 
hor/e-races, may claim fome Share of the praife 6f utility : there' it 
was the. royaliSU held their confiscations. Nor was the prohibition 
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pf thefc diverfions the Ifcaft galling ad of Cromwell’s tyranny. Nej 
is there perhaps a meafure that would be more likely to route the 
jealoufy* of inflame the* patterns of Rnglkhmen* than an attempt 
to pat the power of meeting* or the exclufive prefcriptron of thq 
matters to be canvgfled when met, in the arbitrary difpofition of 
fervants of the crown. 

4 No doubt it was true, at thy id aflerts , — ** that great abufe? 
hidden made of the power of calling fuch meetings No doubt 
the inhabitants had pafled many unwarrantable refolves but 
does it therefore follow* that free meetings fhooM be difallowed, 
becaufe free meetings had been abufed * — What is it that may not 
be abufed N-Convivia! meetings may be abufed; they often are 
fo : would you therefore pafs a law* that no man fhoald give or 
receive a dinner* without the permiffion of government? Bring 
the cafe nearer home : however dangerous and unwarrantable the 
yefolves of the town 'meetings may have been in Maflachufetts Bay, 
they were certainly neither more dangerous* nor more unwarrant- 
able, than mapy refolyea pafled in the town-meetings at London* 
Why did not government apply the fame remedy to the fame evil^ 
drifting and operating under its own eye ? 

4 He would furely be piiftaken who fqppofed, that the town* 

S rerings raijod the fpirit of difeontent : they did not rarfe, they 
und it. ^ffen were pot called together to meet; end pafs refolves* 
in order that they might grow difoontented with government ; 
bet they met and pafted thefe refolves becaufe they were already 
difoontented. 

** 4 ^Vbere thp meafures of government are direftly contrary to the 
ihterefts* and deftruftive of the happinefs, of the whole community, 
iso doubt public meetings are dangerous to government ; and foe 
that very reafon they are beneficial to the community, grievance? 
are mutually communicated ; plans of redrefs are concerted ; fop-* 
port is mutually promifed.— This plea* I fuppofe* will not be let 
tip in defence #f the proviiions of this aft ; yet -upon no other plea, 
can I conceive them to be defenfible. For where the meafures of go- 
vernment are levelled not againft the intereft of the community fn 

r eraj, but againft the views and interefts of a fkSion only, it 
there at mott an egual chance* whether public meetings will, or 
will not be attended ‘with inconvenience. But fuppofo the worft : 
feppofe the prevailing faftion for a, time to take the lead* what 
then ? Why opinions will be propagated ; refolutions will be paflbd, 
yrhich arte unwarrantable; and which* if carried into execution, 

. would be dangerous. This has been the cafe in New England ; this 
has been the cafe in London. But to opine or refblve is one thing ; 
$6 aft in confequence of thofo refolutions. Or opinions* is another.* 
The account of our Author’s remarks on the Quebec aft* 
ahd Of his plan of a reconciliation, mud be deferred to out 
next number. 
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America** CoNnoyusy. 

Art 18. The Speech of Edmund Burke , EJq\ March 22, I 77 S| 
concluded. See lad month’* Review. 

M R. 9 - having in the preceding part df his fpcech infilled on the 
neceitity of foociliatory measures, proceeds to inquir * 4 of 
what natore the concetiion onght to be?’ 4 Sir (fays he) i think yon . 
fnvft perceive that I am refolvcd this day to nave nothing at all to d% 
With the quedion of the right of taxation. Some gentlemen ftartle 
— but it is true: J put it totally out of the quedion. It is lefs than 
nothing in my confidcration. I do not indeed wonder, nor will you* 
Sir, that gentlemen of profound learning are fond of difplayiog it on. 
this profound fubje&. Bujt my confideratlon 4 narrow, confined* 
and wholly limited to the policy of the queilion, I do not examine* 
Whether thp giving away 4 maiV money be a power excepied ar.cl 
feferved out of the general trull of goverqmcnt; and how far all 
mankind, in all forms of polity, are Intitled to an exercife of that 
right by the charter of nature. Or whether, on the contrary, a right 
id taxation is neccfTarilw involved in the general principle of lega- 
tion, aiwi inseparable from the ordinary fupreme power? Thcie are 
deep quedions, where great names militate againll each other ; 
where reaion 4 perplexed ; and an appeal to authorities only thickens 
the condition. For high and reverend authorities lift up their 
heads on bodft tides; and there is no fare footing in the middle. 
This point is the groat Ser Ionian hog, betwixt Dam/ at a and Mount 
Qafiiu old y where armies whole haw fuui. 1 do not intend to be. 
overwhelmed in that bog, though in fuch refpc&able company The 
quetiiop with me is, not whether you have a right to render your, 
people miferable; but whether it is not your intered to make iheat 
happy ? It in not what a lawyer tells me, i may do; but what huma- 
nity, reafon, and judice, tells me, 1 ought to do. Is a politic a& 
the work for being a generous one ? Is no conceffion proper, but 
that which is made from your want of right to keep what you grant?. 
Or does it lefien the grace or dignity of relaxing in the exercife of 
nn odious claim, becaufe you have your evidence-room full of titles, 
and your magazines duffed with arms to enforce them i What fignify 
all thofe titles, and nil thofe arms ? Of what avail are they, when the 
reafon of the thing tells me, that the adertion of my title is me iofa 
of my foie ; and that 1 could do nothing but wound myfelf by the 
afe of my own weapons ? 

* Such in tiedfaddy my opinion of the abfolute neceflity of keeping 
-Pthe concord of this empire by a unky of ipirit, though in a diver- 
icy of operations, that, if I were fore the colonid* hau, at their leav- 
ing this country, fealed a regular compel of feivitude; that they 
had fofemoly abjured all the rights of citizens; that (hey had nvtdq 
a vow to renounce all ideas of liberty for them and their poren'y, 
to all generations ; yet I lhould hold myfelf obliged co conform io 
the temper I found univerfally prevalent in xnv own Uav, and to go- 
vent two million of mea, impatient of fervituce, on the principles of 
. freedom. I am not determining a point of iawi 1 am reitorin^ tran- 
quillity ; 
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quillhy ; and the general cbara&er and fitoation of a people muft de« 
aennine what fort of government is fitted lor them. That point no* 
thing elfe can or ought to determine. 

* My idea therefore, without confidering whether yet yield as mat* 
ter of right, or grant as matter of favour, is to admit the people of 
oar colonies into an inter ejl in the confutation ; and, by recording that 
admifliotK in the journals of parliament, to give them as ftrong an 
afifiirance as the nature of the thing will admit, that we mean for 
ever to adhere to that folemn declaration of fy Hematic indulgence. 9 

4 The more moderate (continues our Speaker) among the oppofers 
of parliamentary conceffion, freely confefs that they hope no good 
from taxation ; but they apprehend the colonies have farther views ; 
and if this point were conceded they would inftantly attack the trade 
laws. 9 With this kind of difeourfe he profeffes himfelf the more 
fiirprifed on account of the arguments which conftantly accompany 
it, 4 and which are often urged from the fame mouths and on the 
fame day. 

4 For inftance, when we allege, that it is againft reafon to tax a 
people under fo many reftraints in trade as the Americans, the noble 
Lord in the blue ribband ihall tell you, that the reftraints on trade, 
are futile and ufelefs ; of no advantage to us, and of no burthen to 
thofe on whom they are impofed ; that the trade to America is not 
fecured by the ads of navigation, but by the natural and irrefiftible 
advantage of a commercial preference. 

4 Such is the merit of the trade laws in this pofture of the debate* 
But when ftrong internal circumftances are urged againft the taxes r 
when the fcheme is diffe&ed ; when experience and4he nature of 
things are brought to prove, and do prove, the utter impoffibility of 
obtaining an effective revenue from the colonies ; when thefe things 
are preffed, or rather prefs themfelves, fo as to drive the advocates of 
colony taxes to a clear admiilion of the futility of the fcheme; then. 
Sir, the fleeping trade laws revive from their trance ; and this ufe- 
lefs taxation s to be kept facred, not for its own lake, but as a coun* 
terguard and fecurity of the laws of trade. 

4 Then, Sir, you keep up revenue laws whiph are mifehievoas, ia 
order to preferve trade laws that are ufelefs. Such is the wifdom of 
our plan in both its members. They are feparately given up as of 
so value ; and yet one ia always to be defended for the lake of the 
other.’ 

Our Orator profeffes himfelf convinced of the importance of the 
trade laws, but unable to difeern 4 how the revenue laws form any 
fecurity whatever to the commercial regulations ; or that thefe com- 
mercial regulations are the true ground of the quarrel ; or that the 
giving way in any one inftance of authority is to lofe all that may 
remain unconceded.’ To judge however whether 4 the trade law* be 
the real caufe of the quarrel it is abfolutely necedary (fays he) to put 
the taxes out of the queftion by a repeal, and fee how the Americana 
aft in this pofition. 9 — - 4 Unlefs you content (adds he) to remove this 
caufe of difference, it is impofiiblc with decency to alien that the dis- 
pute is not upon what it is avowed to t>e. And 1 would. Sir, recom- 
mend to your ferious confideration, whether it be prudent to form a 
rule for punilhing people not on their own afts, but your conjee* 
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tares ?'— 4 Is it true (afks he) that no cafe can exift in whichsit may 
be proper for the fovereign to accede to the defires of his difcontented 
fubje&s ? — Is all authority of courfe loll when it is not carried to the , 
extreme ? Is it a certain maxim that the fewer caufes of difcontcnt 
are left, the more the fnbjeft will he inclined to refill and rebel ? 

4 All thefe obje&efis being in fad no more than fufpicions, con* 
jc&ures, divinations ; formed in defiance of fad and experience 5 
they did not 9 Sir, difcourage me from entertaining the idea of a 
conciliatory concefiion, founded on the principles which I have juft 
ft a ted. 

4 In forminga plan for this purpofe, I endeavoured to put myfelf 
in that frame of mind, which was the moll natural, and the rooft 
reafonable ; and which was certainly the moll probable means of fe- 
curing me from all error, I fet out with a perfed diftrpft of my own 
abilities ; a total renunciation of every fpeculation of my own ; and 
with a profound reverence for .the wifdom of our ancellors, who have 
left us the inheritance of fo happy a conftitution, and fo flouriftung 
an empire, and what is a thonfand times more valuable, the treafury 
vf the maxims and principles which formed the one, and obtained 
the other. 

4 During the reigns of the kings of Spain of the Auftrian family, 
whenever they were at a lofs in the Spanilh councils, it was common 
for their ftatefmen to fay, that they ought to confult the genius of 
Philip the Second. The genius of Philip the Second might miftead 
them ; and the iflue of their affairs fhewed, that they had not chofem 
the mpfl perfed ftandard. But, Sir, I am fure that I lhall not be 
milled, when, in a cafe of conftitntional difficulty, I confult the ge- 
nius of the Englifh conftitution. Confulting at that oracle (it was 
with all due humility and piety) I found four capital examples in a 
fimilar c^fc before me : thofe of Ireland, Wales, Chefter, and Dor* 
ham,' 

Mr. Burke then reviews the Heps by which, the benefits of Englifh 
freedom were communicated to the Irifh, and cites the tellimony of 
Sir John Davis to prove, that the want of a general communication 
of the rights of our conftitution to the whole Irifh nation 4 was the 
truecaufe why Ireland was 500 years in fubduing.’ Ar\d that it was 
at laft found by experience 4 that nothing could make that country 
Eoglilh, in civility and allegiance, but your laws and your forms of 
legiflature. It was not Englilh arms, but the Englifh conftitution 
that conquered Ireland. From that time Ireland has had a general 
parliament.’— 4 This has made Ireland the great and flourilhing 
kingdom that it is ; and from a di (grace and burthen intolerable to 
this nation, has rendered her a principal part of our ftrength and 
ornament. This country cannot be faid to have ever formally taxed 
her. The irregular things done in tl*e confufion of mighty troubles, 
and on the hinge of great revolutions, even if all were done that is 
faid to have been done, form no example. If they have any efted 
in argument, they make an exception to prove the rule. None of 
yoor own liberties coqk) tyand a moment, if the cafual deviations 
from them atfuch times, were fullered to be ufed as proofs of their 
nullity.' The Irifh penfioners, he obferves, would ftarve, if they 
yrere only to fubfift on the produce of thefe 4 cafual breaches in the 

conftitution, 9 
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fcbnfHtution/— * Turn your eyes, adds he, to rhofo popular grants 
from whence all your great fupplie* are come, and learn to refpeft 
that only fouree of public wealth in the Britilh empire.’ 

Our Speaker next recurs to the means by which Wales was ac- 
quired and attempted to be governed before iX participated in the 
benefits of Engiifh freedom ; before which period, ‘ Wales with- 
in itfelf,’ fays he, * was in perpetual dilbrder, and it kept the frontier 
bf England rn perpetual alarm. Benefits from it to the Bate, there 
Were none. Wales was only known to England, by iacurfion and 
invafion. 

* Sir, during that Bate of things, parliament was not idle. They 
Attempted to fubdue the fierce fpirit of the WeWh by all forts of ri- 
gorous laws. They prohibited by ftatnte the fending all forts of arms 
Into Wales, as you prohibit by proclamation (with fomething mom 
of doubt on the legality) the fending arms to America. They dis- 
armed the Welfli by ftatute, as you attempted (but Hill With morfe 
toueftion on the legality) to difarm New-England by an iftflrtiftioti. 
They made an aft to drag offenders from Wales into England for 
trial, as yon hare done (but with more hard lb ip) with regard tW 
America* By another aft, where one of the parties was an Engiifh- 
man, they ordained, that his trial fhould always be by EngTilh. 
They made dfts to retrain trade, as von do ; and they preredted 
the Wellh from the ufe of fairs and markets, as you do the Americana 
from fifherics and foreign- ports. In fhort, when the ftatute-book 
was not quite fo much fwdled as it is now, you find no lets that* 
Bfteen a&sof penal regulation on the fobjefts of Wales. 

* Here we rub our hands— A fine body of precedtnts for the au- 
thority Of parliament apdthetrfe of it ! — I admit it fully i And pnrjr 
Add Kkewifo to thefe precedents, that all the while, Wales rid thin 
kingdom like an ittfuku ; that it was an unprofitable and oppreffive 
burthen ; and that an Eoglifhman travelling in that country, could 
pot go fix yards from the high road without being murdered. 

* The march of the human mind is Bow. Sir, it was not, until 
After two hundred years, difcovered, that, by an eternal law, Provi- 
dence bad decreed vexation to violence, and poverty to rapine. 
Your anceftors did however at length open their eyes to the ill hus- 
bandry of injuftice. They found that the tyranny of a free people 
iould of all tyrannies the leaft be endured ; and that laws made 
againft a whole nation were not the moft effectual methods for fe- 
kuririg its obedience. Accordingly, in the twenty-feventh year of 
Henry VIII. the courfe was entirely altered. With a preamble Bat* 
ing'the entire and perfeft rights of the crown of England, it gave tq 
the Welfh all the rights and privileges of Engiifh fdbjefts. A politi- 
cal order was eftabixfhed ; the military power gave way to the civil $ 
the marches were turned into counties. But that a nation fhould 
Bare a right to Engiifh liberties, and yet no (hare at all in the fun- 
damental feedritv of thefe liberties, die grant of their own property^ 
framed a thing fo incongruous ; that eight years after, that is, in 
the thirty-fifth of that reign, a complete and not ill-proporrioned rer 
prefentatron by counties and boroughs Was beHowed upon Wdlbs, bf 
Aft of parliament. Prom that moment, as by a charm, the tumutas 
fubfided; obedience was reftored; peace, order, and civilisation, 

followed 
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followed in the train of liberty— When the day-flar of the Engliih 
confutation had arifen in their heart** all was harmony within an4 
without— ' * * 

Simnl alba nantie 
Sulla refulfit, 

Defluit /axis agitatus humor t 
Concidunt venti, fugimntque nuhts l 
£t minax ( quod fic volucrej ponto 
Undo rm ambit. 

4 The very fame year the county palatine of Cbcder received the 
lame relief from its oppreffions, and the fame remedy to its diforders* 
Before this time Chefler was little lefs diflempered than Wales. The 
inhabitants, without rights themielves, were the fitted to deftroy the 
rights of others ; and from thence Richard II. drew the (landing 
army of archers, with which for a time he opprefled England. The 
people of Cheder applied to parliament in a petition penned as I 
(hall read to you : 

€ To the king our fovereion lord, in moft bumUt wife /hewn unto your 
excellent Majefty , the inhabitants of your Grate** county palatine of 
Chefter ; That where the J aid county palatine of Chafer is and bath been 
always hitherto exempt , excluded , and feparated out and from your high 
court of parliament , to have any knight* and burgejje* within tbs /aid 
court ; by reafon whereof the Joed inhabitant* haw hitherto fufi aimed 
manifold d\/herifons, Ioffes, and damages , a* well in their land*, good*, 
and bodies , as in the good civile 'and politick governance mud mainte? 
nance of the c omm on w ealth of their fold country : (2.) And for as much 
at the/ aid inhabitant* have always hitherto been bound by the ads and 
fiatute* made and ordained byyaurfaid highuef * , and your mo/t noble 
progenitors, by authority oftbefaid court , a* far forth as other counties , 
cities , and boroughs have been , that have bad their knights ami bur* 
geffes within your faid court of parliament 9 and yet have had neither 
knight ne hurgefs there for the faid county palatine ; the faid inhabitants , 
for lack thereof, have been often times touched and grieved with ads and 
ftatutes made within the faid court , as well derogatory unto tbo moft 
ancient juri jdidi e ns , liberties , and privileges of year faid county palatine 9 
as prejudicial unto the common*wealtb, quietus/* , reft, and peace of your 
grace's moft bouadeu fmbjeds inhabiting within the fame.* . 

• 4 What did parliament with this aodacious addrefs ?— reje& it as a 
libel ^ Treat it as an affiront to government ? Spurn it as a deroga- 
tion from the rights of legifiatorc ? Did they tofs it over the table ? 
Did they burn it by the hands of the common hangman They 
took the petition of grievance, all rugged as it was, without fatten- 
ing or temperament, unpurged of the original bitternefs and indig- 
nation of complaint; they made it the very preamble to their aft of 
tedrefs ; and confecrated its principle to all ages in the fan&uary of 
lcgiflation/ 

This constitutes our Author's third example, which, as he observes, 
was attended with the fuccefs of the two farmer. And the fame pat- 
tern * was followed in the reign of Charles the Second, with regard 
to the county palatine of Durham the preamble of the s& being 
nearly the fame with that of Chefter, * and recognizing the equity 
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of not fullering any confiderabie diftriCf, in which the Britifli fub* 
je£ls may ad as a body to be taxed without their own voice in the* 
grant/ 

€ Now/ fays he, 4 if the dp&rines of policy contained in thefe 
preambles, and the force of thefe examples in the ads of parliament 
avail any thing, what can be faid again ft applying them with regard 
to America ?* The people of that country, as he obferves, are as 
much Englifhmen as the Welfb, (who then fpoke a different lan- 
guage from the Englifh) and are ten times more numerous, And^ if 
America be in rebellion, 4 Wales was hardly ever free from it.* 
And with refpeCt to what is called virtual reprefen tation, its ele&ri- 
eal force, obferves our Author, does not 4 more eafily pafs over the 
Atlantic than pervade Wales, which lies in our neighbourhood ; or 
than Chefter and Durham, furrounded by abundance of reprefentacion 
that is adual and palpable. But Sir, (fays he) your anceffors thought 
this fort of virtual representation, however ample, to be totally infuf- 
£cient for the freedom of the inhabitants of territories that are fo near, 
and comparatively fo inconfiderable. How then can 1 think it fuf- 
ficient for thofe which are infinitely greater and infinitely more re- 
moter You will now. Sir, perhaps imagine, that I am on the point 
of propofing to you a fcheme for a reprefentation of the colonies in 
parliament. Perhaps I might be inclined to entertain fome fuch 
thought ; but a great flood flops me in my courfe. Oppofuit natura . 

cannot remove the eternal barriers of the creation. The thing 
in that mode I do -not know to be poffible.’ — 4 However the arm of 
public benevolence is not (hortened, and there are often feveral 
means to the fame end. What nature has disjoined in one way, 
wifdom may unite in another. When we cannot give the benefit as 
we would wifh, let us not refufe it altogether. If we cannot give the 
principal, let us find a fubftitutc. But how? where? what fub- 
ftitute?* # 

* Fortunately I am not obliged for the ways and means of this 
fabftitute to tax my own unproductive invention. 1 am not even 
obliged to go to the rich treafury of the fertile framers of imaginary 
commonwealths ; not to the Republic of Plato; not to the Utopia of. 
More ; not to the Oceana of Harrington, It is before me — It is at 
my feet, and the rude fiwain treads daily on it with bis clouted Jboon m 
I only wifh you to recognize, for the theory, the ancient conflitu- 
tional policy of this kingdom with regard to reprefentation, as that 
policy has been declared in alts of paniament ; and, as to the prac- 
tice, to return to that mode which an uniform experience has marked . 
out to you, as beft j and in which you walked with fecurity, advan- 
tage, and honour, until the yrar 1763, 

4 My refolutions therefore mean to effablifh the equity and juftice 
of a taxation of America, by grant, and not by impofition . To mark 
the legal competency of the colony affemblies fbf the fupport of their . 
government in peace, and for public aids in time of war. To ac- 
knowledge that this legal competency has bad a dutiful and beneficial ■ 
exercife ; and that experience has (hewn the benefit of tbeir grants , and 
the futility of parliamentary taxation at a method of fitpply . 

J Thefe 
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* Thefe folid truths compote fix fundamental proportions. There 
are three more rcfolutions corollary to thefe. /If you admit the £r & 
fet, you can hardly reject the others. But if you admit the fifft, 
I Hull be far from lolkitous whether you accept or refufe the lalL 
I think thefe fix maflive pillars will be of ftrength fufHcient to fup- 
port the temple of Britifh concord. I have no more doubt than I 
entertain of my exigence, that, if you admitted thefe, you would 
command an immediate peace ; and with but tolerable future ma- 
nagement, a lading obedience in America. I am not arrogant in 
this confident aflfurance. The proportions are all mere matters of 
fad; and if they are (uch fads as draw irrefidible conqlufions even 
in the dating, this is the power of truth, and not any management 
of mine.’ 

Here our Orator proceeds to open the whole of his plan together, 
by reading his feveral rcfolutions, and delivering under each of them 
foch obfervations and arguments as are abundantly fufHcient for their 
illoftration and fupport The fird fix of thefe are excellently con- 
trived and fuited to each other. — They confid chiefly of recitals of 
undeniable fads, all combining te prove the equity and expediency 
of leaving the colonies to provide for the public expences, not by 

S iriiamentary impofition, but by the grants of their refpedive aflera- 
ics. Suppofing that thefe propofitions might be accepted, every 
thing made to enforce a contrary fyflem would naturally fall along 
with it, and therefore his fucceeding refolutions were contrived for 
repealing the late ads, occafioning the prefent reflftance in America ; 
for placing their judges upon the fame ground of independence, as 
that on which the judges of England are placed ; — and for regulating 
the courts of admiralty and vice-admiralty, and providing for the 
m$re decent maintenance of the judges in the fame. — For all thefe 
reflations, and the excellent arguments adduced in their fupport, 
we muft refer our readers to the fpeech itfelf— which, however, con- 
tains feme inaccuracies and redundancies of metaphor and expreffion, 
fimilar to thofe that were the objeds of the late anfwer to our Au- 
thor’s former fpeech. Certain views and paflions may probably ren- 
der thefe the fubjed of another anfwer from the fame hand. — Of this, 
however, we are certain that- they are not the views and paflions of 
a virtuous mind which occafion fuch malignant exaggerations of tri- 
vial imperfedions. 

Art. 19. A Litter U Edmund Burke, Efq ; controverting the 
Principles of American Government laid down in his lately pub- 
lifhed Speech on American Taxation, &c. 8vo. 1 s. Wilkie. 
This Letter, though at firfi feparately printed, has fince been re- 
fRibtifhed in a volume containing feveral other produdions of the 
feme hand | of ail which we gave an account in the lalt number of 
our Review, See American Independence , Art. 24. of the Catalogue. 
Art. 20. The Falfe Alarm , or the Americans iniftaken. tfvo. 

1 s. Ridley. 

We cannot difcover any degree of pertinence in the title of this 
performance ; which is but a feeble attempt to vindicate the late 
aoafurci of government refpeding the colonies, 

M 1 S C B l« 
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Misckllanio 0 8. ’ 

Art, 2 1. An Inquiry into the Rife and EfluUijhtneht of tbe Roydi 
Academy rf Arts . To which is prefixed a Letter to the Earl of 
Bute. By Robert Strange, Member of the Royal Academy of 
Painting at Paris, of the Academies of Rome, Florence; Bologna ? 
Profeflor of the Royal Academy at Parma, Sec . 8vo. z s. fewed. 
Dilly* 1775 

Mr Strange complains, in very ftrong terms, of thedncoontenance 
fltewn to him and to his labours, not only by Lord Bute, bat by the 
Royal Academicians, in their corporate capacity; particularly ixx 
the exclufiOn of his performances from the annual exhibitions; 
All this, and rnore ill- treatment, from others , he aferibes to a re* 
fentment of his having declined, for reafons here explained, to en- 
grave a print of his prefent Majefty, when Prince of Wales, from * 
painting of Ramfay's *. He alio arraigns the conduit and govern- . 
snent of the Directors of the Royal Academy, in a variety of in- 
stances ; and endeavours to fhew that the laws they have enalted, and 
the regulations and exhibitions they have made, are fo far froni 
having a happy effell upon the arts, and upon the tafte of the public; 
that they are cgregioufly unfavourable to both. — There may be truth 
in fome of thefe charges; but allowance rauft be made for the na~ 
tural influence of refentment on the pen of a writer, when employed 
in reprefen ting his own perfonal grievances. — Mr. Strange 19 cer- 
tainly a very good engraver ; but it is poflible that he may have 
over-rated his own merit. 

Art. 22. The Life of Robert Lord Clive t Baron Plafley. Where* 
in are impartially delineated his Military Talents in the Field ; 
his Maxims of Government in the Cabinet, during the two lafl 
Wars in the Baft-Indies ; which made him Arbiter of Empire, and 
* the richeft Subjell in Europe* With Anecdotes of his private 
’ Life, and the particular Circumftances of his Death. Alfo a Nar- 
' rati ve of all the lad Tranfa&ions in India, By Charles Carac- 
cioli, Gent. 8vo. 6 s. Bell. - 

Who Charles Caraccioli, Gent, is, we have not the honour td 
know, but we know that during the time the affairs of the Raft India 
company, and the interefted quarrels among their fervants,* have 
engaged the public attention, there have been narratives, memoirs; 
and anecdotes publiihed, fufficient for this gentleman to coll ell and 
patch up the life of fo confpicuous a man as Lord Clive, the moment 
if is death afforded the opportunity. He was indeed too great a man 
not to make the moft of ; accordingly the laft page informs us that 


9 ‘ Mr. Ramfay,* he fays, in his letter to Lord B. ‘ fignified to mo 
that it would be agreeable both to his Royal Highnels and your 
Lord (hip, if 1 would engrave a print, &c.’ * But,' he adds, * appre<* 
henfive that this propofal, from the manner in which it was delivered, 
was more the private wifh of Mr. Ramfely than the immediate de- 
ft re of either the Prince or your Lordfhip, I reprefen ted to him ho# 
incompatible fuch a work would be with my ocher engagements, and 
the lofs I fhould inevitably fuftain by laying them afide. , --Omr 
Author feems, however, to have misapprehended this matter. 
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it is only the end of the firft volume ; and by his method, if fuch 4 
flovealy jumble can be called method, it is impofiible to guefs, whe- 
ther ft is to be extended to two pr to ten volumes. But however little 
they may contain of the perfonage mentioned in the title-page, the 
purchafcrs may polfibly have the hiflory of the whole Hiudoltan em- 
pire, with many other matters impolfible to be forefeen, tagged to- 
gether in detached parcels, before Lord Clive is brought to his death- 
bed. He has fallen into bad hands in every fenfe of the word* 

Art. 23. Faffs: or a plain and explicit Narrative of the Cafe 
of Mrs. Rudd. Publifhed from her .own Manufcript, and by her 
Authority, fee. fee. 8vo. 2 s. Bell, in Bell. Yard. 

We can only repeat, with refped to this publication, what was 
kid of Daniel Perreau’* Narrative (Rev. for laft month, p. 555 ) 
that it affords a memorable inftance of the fatal effects of imprudent 
connexions. — As to the veracity of the falls recited either by the 
Perreaus, or by Mrs, Rudd, what dependence can be placed on perfons 
of their charaders, and fitnated , too, as they are,— with, perhaps, 
every human temptation and inducement to aim at miileaaing the 
public, for the concealment of guilt? 1 

Art. 24. A Litter to the R. H. Earl of Suffolk, one of his Ma- 
jefty’s Principal Secretaries of State ; in which the Innocence of 
Robert Perreau is demonffrated. 8vo, 1 s. Hook ham, 

Sophifby againft fad. Not ill written. 

Art, 25. Objervations on the Trial of Mr. Robert Perreau . With 
Mr, Perrean’s Defence, as fpoken on his Trial ; in which many 
un accounted -for Omiffions in the Selfions -paper are {applied, from 
a Copy fent to the Author by Mrs. R. Perreau, Sec. Sec. 8vo. 2 s, 
Bladom 

A more elaborate defence of R. Perreau; — both thefe authors 
undertake, among other efforts to ferve the unhappy man, the pre- 
pofterous talk of whitening the lies told by R. P. in order to induce 
Meff. Drummonds to advance the money on the forged bond. They 
both feem to think, that 4 although a Juperficial • examination finds 
tits fad to prove guilt, a deeper one may find that fame fad to be a 
# Of of innocence.* 

Art. 26. A fecond Letter to Dr. Samuel Johrtfon , in which his 
wicked and opprobrious Invedivcs sre ihewn. See. By Andrew 
Henderfon, Author of the former f Letter. 8vo. 6d. J. Hen* 
derfon, fee. 

The ox has not yet fet hisfjoot upon the frog. 

Art. 27. Remarks on a Voyage lo the Hebrides , in a Letter to Sa- 
mnel Johnfon, LL.D. 8yo. is. Kearfley, 177s- 
Peg fcolding Sam for difeovering her nakednefs. 

Art. 28. A Letter from Sir Robert Rich, Baronet , to the Right 
Honourable Lord Vifcount Barrington, his Majefty’s Secretary 
at War. 410* 2 s. 6d. Mitchell. 1779. 

Recapitulates the proceedings relative to a difpute between Gene* 
xal Conway and Sir Robert Rich, concerning the regimental equi- 

• So- the writer of thefe objervations exprefies himfelf; with toot 
little deference. furely,to the common fenfe of mankiid! 
t See Rev. Apr. p. 372. 

Rev. July 1775. G pagd 
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page of tlie 4thrfegimCnt 6f drlgbons, of which oar Author’s father, 
the latt'fieW-jrtarfhal, Sir Robert Rich, tvas colonel. General Con- 
way'Ardceeded to the command of the (aid regiment, on the death of 
the Field ‘marfhal ; and his demand on our Author, and ahq other 
executors of his predeceflor, /for the off reckonings.* ice . being dif- 

£ uhrd, the matter^ after palTing the military boards, was' referred to 
is Majefty ; who ordered payment of the General’s whole f demand. 
' *$ir, Robert-, however, ftillpfeififting fcn a refufal q> pay General 
'Conway a Aim of Money to which he thought him noway in titled, 
and averting a- 4 ‘right of Appeal ' from the king’s decifion, to his 
ibyaJ^dgme^nobtnbdtter informed* he trulls his conduit will meec 
witivthe approbation of the gentlemen of the army; and particularly 
df tlie colonels ’of regidents whole propertyis attacked, through his 
fide*; by a Secretary at War.— But) juilifiaWe as this jcondolt may 
appear to our Author himfelf, it has, we find, been regarded as an 
inftance of dire£t difobedience to bis Majefty’s commands ; and he 
was, in confequence thereof, difmiffhd the fervice, as Lieutenant gent- 
ted and Governor of London- der>v. 1 

* This treatment is here complained of, as extremely harfh and fe- 
ver* J-; and our Author’s 1 eipoftfclations are particularly add relied to 
Lord B. as being* in a great* meafure' the author of it. He repr*» 
fents his Lordihip as having borne a partial regard to General Con- 


• The off reckoning s are here defined, 4 Such part of the pay of the 
fenny as, by the Mutiny-all, the Pay-mailer general is warranted to 
Hop or dedudt out of the pay of the private men and non-commiflion- 
cd officers, in order to raife a fund for the due clothing of the troop*, 

+ One board of general officers had, in 1769, (the year next en- 
faing the Field -mar dial’s deceafc) fettled this demand at 433 1. 17 s. 
2 d. which fum Sir Robert at length, after fundry re-bearings , &c. 
offered to pay ; but the General having been allowed an additional 
fum, at another board in x 774, which brought the whole to near 
700 1 . Sir Robert thought this farther demand unjuft, and therefore 
lefafed tocomply with it : not, as he declares on account of the fum, 
whidh he deems trifling, — but, adds he, were it lefs fo than Hamp- 
den's Jbip' money , your Lordihip has no reafon to think (b meanly of 
me, as to fuppofe I .would fubmit to a command not founded on legal 
information, but on a nuhiffer in the dofet. — An order, in fall, of 
the Secretary of War, to give up the property of my dead Father, 
and betray my Cruft.* 

% Surely, fay* he, the public mail think it not only barjb but ft* 
were beyond precedent, to difmifs from the fcrvice, and to attempt to 
degrade from his rank, an old officer, whole father had been maimed 
in that fervice, — whofe brother had fallen a facrifice 10 it,— and who 
himfelf, after a life fpent in it, and high rank obtained, — had re- 
tired with a broken conftitution, and the lofs of almoft both § his 
arms: a pnniihment inflilled not for mi/behaviour in his military ca- 
pacity, but for refilling, as an executor and truffee to comply with a 
demand which he thought unjuft ’ 


§ This expreffion it not fo accurate as might have been taped ed, considering the 
general good ftyle of this performance. We fuppofe Sir Robert means to fay that ho . 
nad left bosh biterm. 

3# way. 
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w ay, in this affoir; and he stiles him the .following free qtredion : 
vifa Whether You did not advift his< Majffly to interfo/t bis royal 
authority in a difpute alout property, and endeavour to inforce obedi- 
ent kya kind cf military execution t as likely to prove a more fummary 
*way to obtain it, than by the common forms cf bis Maje fly's courts at 
law . r . . 

Sir ftobert’afetteris written with a degree of polite afperity, which 
at once marks the man of faihion and the exafperated fufferer. . The 

■ Appendix contains the original letters, memorials, and other >papers, 

* referred to as vouchers, or ferving for il lull rat ionsof circumdances 

mentioned in what may be confidered as the narrative part of the 
publication* . ’ ( 

Art. 29. The Statue of Truths in the Garden of Allegory. 
Addreded to Lord Nortfc. Containing fuch Remarks as may not 
be unworthy his Lorddiip’s notice. Ufefnl to the Managers of his 
Majefty’s Revenues, Sec. See. Sec . By T. S. late of the Cudoms.* 
-8 vo. % s. 

As a perfon employed under thd cuftoms is more converfant with 
figures than with letters, he is hot obliged to write in an elevated 
dyle, and he would appear more in character if he did not at- 
tempt fuLUmty : every man, however, has his humour, and if we 
chafe to hfar his dory, he mud be differed to tell it in his own man* 

* ncr. * * ■*. .* 

The tranfadionsof the fervants of the Baft India Company, abroad 
or at home, from the htghcd to the lowed, appear from repeated 
charges of various kinds, to teem with manifold iniquities; and 
among others, frauds in the cudoms, to an enormous annual amount, 
arefaid to be regularly reduced , to a fydem,, in oonjun&ion with the 
officers exprefsly employed to guard again# them. This indeed 

■ is only. common report; but we have particular information in this 
pamphlet; from a difearded tidewater who figns, his name Thomas 
Staytey. This poor man, if we credit bis dory, and we really think 
.it credible, loft his employment, through honedy, which rendered him 
an unfnitahle afibciate; but he pleads his caufe in a manner that $/c 

- fear indeed of interefting hi*, readers, ; and gaining their pity, will 
only excite their mirth, and exppfe himfelf to ridicule. He was fum* 

* airily difnuffed^in an inquidtorial mode, without knowing his ac- 
cufers ; it was beneath his fuperiors to reconfider his cafe ; and there 
lies no appeal. . To quote Shakefpcare to commiftioners of the cuf- 

,noas» and compofe declamatory poetry for Lord North’s perufal, 
though tM man is in earned, will only furnifh materials for a jed. 
Par ps, we are to q forty for him> to think of being merry ^t his 
misfortunes^ but as we can give him np hopes, we mud even leave 
him like Hudibra* to ; f 

Confele himfelf with ends of verfe, 
.Andfavingapfphppfophers. , ^ 

Art. 30 • The. lafl frill, and : Tejlament of the Chevalier Michael 
Defcetzeaux Du Halley . Fol. is. 6d. , Jones, 1775* 

It appears from the editor’s preface to this copy of the Chevalier’s 
iriUr that the poor little Trench poet, .1% he was called, who had fo long 
fobdfied in this country on the benevolence of thofewho properly con* 
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fidered him as a'gentleman in diftrefs, had, at laft, the good fortune 
to recover his ‘ paternal petition — • by which he was enabled to 
difcharge all incombrances whaifoever ; and to relieve with his own 
hands the diftrefs of many* % 

Art 31. Two Tracts on the following Subjefls. i. Additional 
Ob&rvations on the Greek Accents. By the late Edward Spel- 
man, Elq. II. The Voyage of iEneas from Troy to Italy.' By 
the Rev. MTv.Lemon, Matter of the Free-School at Norwich. 8vo. 
2 s. 6d. Nourfe. 

Our learned readers are not unacquainted that we have long repro- 
bated the Greek accents. Our difquititions on that fubjed being there- 
fore at an end, we (hall only attend to the fecond trad in this publi- 
cation, and it feems that a fhprt attention will do ; for it is a ttrange 
medley of profc and verfe, if fuch lines as the following may be call- 
ed verfc : 

A pleafant ille is dwelt amidft the fea. 

Sacred to Doris and iEgean Neptune ; 

Which floating once round coatts and (bores, the pious 
Bow- bearer with Myeone tall, and Gyaros fix'd. 

And gave it to be dwelt unmoved, and brave the winds : 

Hither I (leer ; this port delightful held us. * 

Fatigued : landed, we Phoebus' town rfcvere. 

Geography. 

Art. 32. Atlas Minimus Ulujlratus : containing fifty two pocket 
Maps of the World. Drawn and engraved by J. Gibfon; revifed, 
correded, and improved by E. Bowen, Geographer to his Majelty, 

J 'o which are added, a Defcription of the Jeveral Empires, Kirig- 
oms, States, and Provinces of the known World ; their Seas, 
Harbours, Rivers, and Mountains, with a concife Account of the 
Air, Soil, and Climate of each ; and the Government, Cuttomc, 
Religion, and Manners of the Inhabitants, Lilliputian 410, 
4s. bound. Carnan. 1774. 

We have heard of the Iliad contained w a nut-(hell, and here, as 
if by way of rivalihip, is the geography of the whole world that may 
be contained, maps and all, in fome tobacco-boxes ! 

The work is as neatly executed as could be expeded in fuch a 
diminutive fize; but many a fage politician who wants to difeover 
the fituation of Dantzick or Kaminieck, will find their beft fpedacles 
of no fmall ufe to them in the fearch. 

Art-Military. 

Art. 33. Strictures on Military Difcipline y in a Series of Letters, 
with a Military Difcourfe: in which is interfperfed fbme Account 
of the Scots Brigade in the Dutch Service, By an Officer. 8vo. 
*$• fewed. Donaldfon. 1774. 

The writer of thefe ft rid u res appears to be an officer in the Scots 
brigades ; he exprefies great concern for the negleded condition of 
this corps ; and he propofes the means of their rettoration to military 
difeipline, comfortable fubfittence, and reputation. The perform- 
ance contains a variety of fenfible remarks on military affairs, but 
they are expreifed without method, in a defultory random manner. 
For this the common excufe is urged, of the Author's not intending 
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his work for publication ; but this plea, even if duly credited, can- 
not extend to protect from cenfure, what was not lit far publication ; 
or to excafe the injudicious eagernefs of the friend who on Rich oc- 
cafions appears in the capacity of editor. We believe the prefent . 
writer to be a good officer, as well as a worthy man ; apd this piece, 
which, includes a religious and moral difcourfe on the chara&cr of 
Cornelius the centurion, A As x. ver. 1, 2. is well calculated to be 
read with advantage by his countrymen in the Dutch fervice : among 
whom, if it Ihould meet with a more kind reception than it may 
probably receive from the public at large, the writer will not alto- 
gether iofe the reward he hoped from his labours. 

% Mathematics. 

Art. 34. The Nautical Almanac , and AJlronomical Ephemeris , for 
the Tear 1776. Publilhed by Order of the Commiffioners of Lon- 
gitude. 8vo. 3 s. 6 d. fewed. Nourfe. 1775. 

The ufual tables, with an account of their conliru&ion and ufe. 
See Monthly Review, vol. xliv. p. 214. 

Art. 35. Elements of the Conic Sections 5 by the late Dr. Robert 
Simfon, Profeflor of Mathematics in the LJniverfity of Glalgow. 
The firft Three Books, tranilated from the Latin Original. For 
the Ufe of Students Of Mathematics. Printed at Edinburgh, and 
fold by Cadeil, London. 8vo. 5s, bound. 1775* 

The public have been, for many years, in pofteffion of the origi- 
nal ; and its character is too well known among mathematicians to 
seed a particular recommendation. The Tranflator's advertifement 
will /efficiently explain the defign of this publication : ‘ the firR three 
books of Dr. Simfon’s Treacife of the Conic Sections are tranilated into 
Esgliih, with a view to facilitate the iludy of the higher geometry. 
Thele books contain as much of the doctrine as ufualiy enters into 
as academical education. -But if this fpecimen (hall be found ufeful, 
asd be honoured with the approbation of the learned, the public will 
be prefented with a tranflation of the whole. A work com po fed by 
a Briton, and which n ufeful over all Europe, would feem to be a A 
proper and valuable addition to the Rock of Englifh literature.* 

Aru 36. Geodcefia Improved ; ora new and correct Method of 
Surveying made exceeding eafy. In two Parts. By A. Burn, 
Teacher of the Mathematics in Tarporley, Chefbire. 8vo. 6 s. 
Evans. 1775. ' 

This work was firR publilhed, by fubfeription, in 1771; but by 
as artifice of the author or bookfeller, it now appears as a new pub- r 
licadon. How far the author has improvtd the art of Geodefia, or in - 
what refpe&s his method of furveying is new, he and his readers, who 
have any acquaintance with this fubjeft, will, we apprehend, be 
ready to debate : he does indeed explode inRruments in common 
wfe, fuch as the plane table, theodolite. See. and charges the furveys, 
that are taken by means of thefe, with very material defers and 
errors. He admits the chain only , and caRs up the dirnenfions of a 
fuvey by the pen , without the affillance of feales and protractor \ but 
is this a nrw method ? It is forply the firR and mod obvious method 
of men/pration ; and has been long in' ufe, as the moR natural and 
application of geometry, before inRruments were iq verged. ' No 
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one can prefume to fay, that instruments, accurately conftruded and 
divided, do not facilitate the bufinefs of furveying, and that in ma- 
ny cafes they arc not abfolutely neceflary to certainty and difpatch. 
Where they cau be conveniently obtained and ufedf and when they 
are in the hands of a fltilful s\nd indudrious artift, they are certainly . 
very deiirable; and it is much to be doubted, whether the tedious, 
method of lurveying an edate without them, which the Author pro- 
pofea, would, in the iffue, be attended with any faving of expence to . 
his employers. We fee no reafon therefore for the clamour which 
he has raifed againft geodetical inftruments, or the zeal with which 
he depreciates and condemns the ufe of them. 

' When (fays the Author) the many inconveniences are confidered 
that pertain to inftruments in practical furveys, and compared with 
the truth, expedition, and corre&nefs of the chain alone in pra&ice, 
it will readily be granted, that the chain very jufllv claims and me- 
rits the preference to a great degree : therefore well might Mr. John 
Love, in his treatife, with great propriety and judice, fay, “ whmt 
nted is there of a horft load of brerfs circles and femicircles, heavy hall 
fockets, •wooden tables and frames , and three-legged faffs, cum mult is 
lus, unlefs to amu/e the ignorant countryman to make him more freely 
fay the Jurvtyor . See the Appendix in Love's Surveying, p. 7.*' 

The praditioner will find in this volume many ufeful directions 
and examples ; and if we difallow the Author’s claims to novelty and 
originality , his work is not without merit. It concludes 4 with a 
mod ufeful Appendix concerning the practical methods of meafuring 
timber, hay, marie fits , bricklayer's and flaiferer's work. 

Dramatic. 

Art. 37. Plays written by Thomas Southern , Efq; now firflt col- 
leded. With an Account of the Life and Writings of the' Author, 
latno. 3 Vols. 10s. 6d. bound. Becket, 8 cc, 177 j. 

If we millake not, we have feen Mr Southern’s dramatic works 
collected before, in two volumes. But whether that edition con- 
tained all the plays that are to be found in this, is a queftion wo 
cannot at prefent refolve. In the Life of Southern, prefixed to the 
fird of theie volumes, are one or two circumdances, not to be found 
in Cibber’s account. 

Art. 38. The Widow of Wallingford \ a Comedy of two Afis, 
with Songs; as performed in the Neighbourhood of Wallingford, 
by a Set of Gentlemen and Ladies, at wbofe Requcd it is now put- 
lifhed. 8vo. 1 s. Bew. 

The Widow of Wallingford might perhaps afford foroe entertain- 
ment to 4 the fet of Gentlemen and Ladies’ who performed it for their 
own diverfon-. but when they 4 requeded it to be publifhed,* they 
did not make any extraordinary provifion for the amufement or in- 
fbruftion of others. 

Art. 39. The Snuff-hoxi ora Trip to Bath. A Comedy of two 
A&$, as it was performed at the Theatre-royal in the Hay-markeC ; 
By William Heard. 8 vo. 1 5. Bell. 1775* • ** 

Not worth a pinch of (huff. 

Law. 
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L aw. 

Art. 40. A petition intended to have been prefented to the High 
Court of Judicature , the Lords Spiritual and 'temporal, in Parliament 
affimbled ; relative to a Cafe heretofore publi (bed, ahd entitled, 
“ An Appeal to the Public relax in/e to a Cauje lately determined in the 
Court of Chancery ” ^to. 1 s. Bew. 

The cafe here referred to, was that of Mr. P. Mawhood, men- 
tioned in Rev. May 1*774, p. 411. art. 35 ; alfo in June following, 
p. 499. See alfo “ Necejfity <f limiting the Power of the Practitioners 
in the federal Courts offvjlice” Rev. for January lad, p. 90. Mr. M. 
informs his readers, in a N. B. prefixed to this petition, that being 
fruftrated in his deiign of prefenting it to the Houfe of Lords, he is 
induced to publish it,/ hoping that it will ferve to point out an ex* 
inordinary deleft in our policy, and have fome tendency to produce 
a law that is much wanted; a, law that (hall put a flop to the tyranny 
of the praftitioners in the feveral courts of juftice.’ We doubt not 
but Mr. M. may feel that he has fufficient caufe of complaint, but 
we apprehend he will never have the fatisfaftion of feeing t hq tyran- 
ny of the lawyers, as he expreffes it, curbed, in the way that, he wifhes 
for. 

Poetical. 

Art. 41. The Plaints of Runny Mead> a Poem in Honour of thofc 
gallant Spirits who oppofed the Tyranny of King John. 4to. 1 s. 
York printed. London, Bell. , 

This remonftrance againft the Miniftry by the nymph of Runny 
Mead mud (hare the fate of every thing eUe of that kind ; nor is it; 
in the power of its poetry to fave it. 

Art. 42. Bath and its Environs , a defcriptive Poem in Three 
• Cantos, &c. 410. 2 s. 6 d. Almon. » 

What ! Old Truepenny again ! Aye, and he will rhyme, he de- 
clares, as long as he has a \tg to dand upon ; and he has hung up 
the Reviewers, that he hath, in effigy, in the very vedibule of his 
book, and next door to King Bladud. He was afraid, he fays, that 
if he did not write, all the hills about Bath would die. .>* 

e Shall Cla'rton, Sol (bury. Mars, Badoncadie? 

And that if Apollo would but lend him a lift in this bufinefs, not only 
oae of the hills itfelf, but all the children about it (houldpraife him t 
Then fhall thy Solfbury echo with thy name, ‘ ^ 

And every babe (hall lifp Apollo’s fame. 

This is really, as Smith fays in the? Rehearfal, * enough to make 
one fpew.* 

Art. 43* Ode to the Britijh Empire. 4to. i s. Evans. 1775. 

Were not the dyle of this poem in fome parts debafed and weak- 
ened by the language of political argument, it would maintain a' 
more refpeftable form. It is by no means deficient in fpirit and 
force, and fome of the danzas are diffidently poetical. 

Art. 44. The Story of /Eneas and Dido burlefqucdy from the 
Fourth Book of the vEheid of Virgil. $vo. is. 6d. Charles 
Town, South Carolina, printed, and fold by Knox in London. 
Juno’s addreft on her vifit to Venus will (hew the genius of this 
performance better than any account of ours * thefc anomalous mat- 
ters can only bc^cfcribcd by (pectmens : * 
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'When (he that rnlea who roles the heav’ns 
Saw things at fixes and at (evens, 

She bids her page, an awkward (loach, 

To harnefs oot her booby-hutch ; 

In this (he drove a pair of peacocks 
To fave th* expence of oats and haycocks ; 

> Away (he frilks it, Jehu- like— 

And got to Venus’ lodgings quick. 

** You natty, loufy, blackguard Pufs ! 

ArVt you afhamed to go on thus ? 

There’s you, ye Brimftone, and your ttupid, 

Half- gotten, purblind battard, £upid. 

Have trounc’d between you one poor woman \ 

A mighty knack indeed ! but come on, 

* 1*11 fingly do’t, by all I hold dear, 

Before I’m half * minute older — 

It don’t require a witch or wizard 
To find what tticks in your old gizzard ; 

Your fears about thofe Phrygian cubs 
Have given you thfc mulligrubs. 

Art. 45. The Exhibition of Paintings a Poem add re (Ted to tho 
Ladies. 4to. as. Kearfly. 1 775. 

— Flora’s ear lie It gifts befpread 
With mingled dies their flowery bed. 

That is, ft ewers befpread their ftowety bed. 

• When the fcft tenants of the fpray 

With Jhriller notes falote the day. , 

Thefe are fomething like Bonnel Thornton’s Judaic harp% foft and 
Jbarp. Defcribing a painter drawing a hero, his Author fays. 

His pencil, to his judgment true, 

Marks the great minute, when to view 
His fav’rite rifes, doubly great — 

‘Jtfow we (hould apprehend that not his pencil, but his judgment mutt 
mark the minute. By. and by he talks of ( genius leading throngh 
wild mazes midft Venus and the laughing loves’ — but what he means 
by midft Venus, we are at a lofs to fay. The poem, in (hort, is 
equally trifling and inaccurate. 

Art. 46. Accommodation , a poetical Epiftle to John Afhby, Efq; 
By Rowley Thomas. 4to. is. 6 d. Shrcwfbury printed. §old 
in London by Longman. 

This appears to be the production of fome attorney’s clerk, who i$ 
ambitious of a fee- Ample in Parnaflus ; but his title is bad indeed ! 
Art. 47. Love Tales and Elegies , interfperfed with Paftorals and 
pther curious Poems feleficd from the bed Authors, with feveral 
valuable Originals. i2mo. 3 s. Wenman. 

Thefe valuable originals, the principal caufe of our noticing this 
• compilation, are of no value at all. 

Art. 48. Suicide , an Elegy. 4to. I $. Ridley. 

Where moves the fun which fets without a cloud l 
What happier climate does his light adorn ? 

“VYhere (leeps the head which (orrows never bow’d 2 
t Where grew the rofe whiclt never bore a thorn i 

♦ • • 
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The dadard fear of greater ills to come 

111 fuits the firinnefs of a manly foul ; ' 

The weak alone anticipate their doom. 

And though they feel but part, yet fear the whole. 

Snch is the language of this poem, in which, though the thoughts 
are not new, the expredion is not unpoetical. 

Art. 49. The Idea % a Panegyric on her Majefty, By a young 
Gentleman. 4J0 is. 6 d. Kay* 

An amiable fubjed, but a miferable Bard ! 

Art. 50. An Efjay on the Force of Imagination ; with an 0 ^ e to 
Charity. 4 to. 1 s. C^udon, in Finch Lane. 

The eflay is row and dull, and the ode, if pollible, more ftupid. 
Art. 51. Love Elegies , written in the Year 1770. 4to. 1 s. 6d* 
Becket. 177*. 

The Writer of thefe elegies may be faid to be an imitator of Ham- 
mond. For the title page is like his, and fo is the dating of the 
fubjed at the beginning of each elegy ; bat — nothing more ! 

Art, 52. Fajhion , a Poem, 4to. 1 #. Newbery. 

This man tells us that Taste led Horace through a mountain ; 
•^Horace through flowerv Pindus led 5* 
that the numbers of Pope were Hyblaan fweet , a mode of expredion 
fomething like hugeous good ; — that Nature 

Clafp’d Shakefpearc fondly to her arms, . * 

that he waved a rod, and the Mufe obeyed his uod; — he tells Gainf- 
borough, the painter, that his pencil wants no poet's affiitance. 

But by itfelf is felf-repaid. 

A. line that bids defiance to imitation ! And, ladly, he fays that an - 
gels (hall record the glory of George III. during the adminidration 
of Lord North — which heaven of its mercy grant ! 

Religious syid Controversial. 

Art. 53, Remarks on a late Publication , intitled 4 * A Scrip- 
tural Confutation of the Arguments againd the One Godhead 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghod, produced by the Reverend 
Mr. Lindfey, in his late Apology. By a Layman.” In an Ad- 
drefs to the Author By a Member of the Church of Chrid. 8vo. 
as. 6d. York, Etherington ; London, Bell. 177^. 

The approbation which fome eminent perfons in the literary world 
are faid to have given to the Layman’s Scriptural Confutation of Mr. 
Lindfey’s Apology, if it be a fad, is a furprifing occurrence in the 
hiftory of modern learning. We acknowledge that we find it diffi- 
cult to judge, upon what principles fuch an approbation can have 
been grounded. That many men of the greated abilities apd litera- 
ture (hould be fincere believers in the Trinity, is what might be ex- 
pelled ; and it is natural that they ihould be pleafed to fee a dodrinc 
vindicated, which they confider as true and important. But that 
they can approve of a work fo vague, declamatory, and abfurd in 
its reafoning, and fo loofe, wordy, and difagrecable in its compe- 
tition, as the “ Scriptural Confutation,” is to us a matter of aito- 
mfhment. We would be very unwilling to fuppofe that political con- 
fiderations ihould enter intathis queilion : for what policy can there 
be in laying, a drefs upon fo mean a performance, when there are 
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ftich a number of clergymen who are capable of writing, and have 
a&ually written, much better upon the fubjcd ? If the religion 
eflabli&ment of this country hopes to be benefited by the aflirtance 
of the laity, it moil look out for abler auxiliaries than Mr. JBurgln 
Be thefe things as they may ; fince that gentleman’s publication 
has been fuff c/td to have been highly approved by certain refpediabie 
names, it might be proper to anfwer a book which otherwife would 
have been totally unworthy of notice. This will juflify and recom- 
mend the Author before us, for engaging in the conteft ; and it is 
doing him bare juftice to fay, that he hath effedlually performed the 
talk which he has undertaken. 

The fubjedt of the Trinity fo frequently occurs, that we cannot* 
enlarge upon all the trad* relative to it, in the degree which may be 
fuitable to their merit. With regard, therefore, to the prelent work, 
we muff content ourfelves which obferving, that the Writer’s remarks 
are juft, pertinent, and fpirited ; that he has fully expofcd the Lay* 
man's inconfiftencies and abfurdities 3 'that he (hews himfclf well ac- 
quainted with the fcriptures ; that he has difculTed fome particular 
texts in a very able manner ; and that he will be read with pleafure^ 
by the friends of rational religion, and genuine chriftianity. 

Art. 54. An EJfay on Sacrifice . By the Reverend Jofeph Wife t 
Redtor of Pen(hu;ft in Suflex. 8vo. is. J. Donaldfon. • 1775. 

Mr. Wife endeavours to (hew that the original of facrifice was di- 
vine; for the proof of which he appeals both to Reafon and Scrip*, 
ture. ‘ Though we grant it poffible, yet, fays he, it hardly feems 
credible, that ever any man (hoold imagine, that (lain beads, or any* 
other kind of offerings, in the way of (acrifice, would be plea(tBg> 
to God, or expiatory for fin : it feems that God muft have given 
fome intimation to that purpofe before men could have formed any 
fuch idea. Likewife the holy fcriptures fairly confulted, will make 
us conclude, rather, that God did, than that he did not, originally 
inftitute facrifice.* He proceeds to the Chriftian fcheme, and ob- 
ferves, 4 Had the end of Chrift’s mifliou been only to preach repent* 
snce and remiflion of fins, or to give an example of virtue and holi- 
nefs ; or to deliver men from the tyranny of Satan and his angels ; 
or to perfedt his own probation ; 1 fay, had any or all thefe been 
the /ole end of his million, there could have been no neceffity for his 

incarnation and fuffering. Chrift’s probation might have been per- 

fedted in fome other way, if a facrifice had not been expedient. This 
kind of trial could not have been necefiary to him, but for the pur- 
pofe of facrifice. Had the fall never happened, his trial would have 
been of another kind and yet perfedt ; but on the fall, his trial as a 
facrifice became fit for him to undergo, both to (hew his Father’s 
love of righteoufnefs and his own ; and to draw from inferiors that, 
honour to both, which is by Nature and merit to both due.’ 

This little treatife is not contemptibly written ; the pradtfcal re- 
fledtions at the end feem to intimate that it has been given as a fermon. 
Art. 55. Sermons on praRical SubjeRs . By Robert Walker, 
one of the Minifters of the High Church of Edinburgh, vol.iu 
8vo. 5 s. boards. Cadell, &c. 1775. , 

What we obferved of Mr. Walker’s firft volume, may be applied 
to his fecondj v/*« that the Author's ftyle and turn of feotiment* 

are 
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are fuch as evidently (hew him to be a man of tafte and genius : See * 
Reviewed, xxxiv. p. 484. — But the praifeof Rat-onaxity may, ; 
perhaps, in tbefe times, be con(idered‘ as no great recommendation* 
The prevailing ton irt religious matters. Aems to be Orthodoxy . Do 
you feek preferment in tne fecred temple, your bufinefs is dene, if, 
orthodoxy hand you up the Heps. Or, do you aim at eminence 
in the conventicle, orthodoxy . alone, can fecure to you a numerous 
congregation, and a refutable ftipend — O ! venerable (hades of 
Hoadly, Emlyn, Fofter, and Herring, can ye look down on your 
once loved country, and not fmile at the vanity of all human at- 
tempts to re-eftablife Reason on her throne, or to fecute to Com* 
mon sens* the pofleflion of her natural rights! 

Art. 56. A Charge to the Clergy of the Peculiars belonging to the 
Dean and Chapter of Lichfield . Given at BakeweH, April 23, 
1774, by Thomas Seward, Canon Refidentiary of Lichfield. 410* 

1 s. Longman. 177^. 

We have had fuch a number of charges from the Archdeacons and 
other inferior dignitaries of the church, that we almod begin to be 
weary of them ; and the prefen t publication is by no means calcu- 
lated to remove our difiike to the perufal of fo many trails on the 
feme fubjelt. Mr. Seward, ’however, Teems to be very well fatisfied 
with himfelf ; and particularly with the enlarged turn of his own 
mind. He hopes, and believes, that he is attached to the church 
by liberal, unbigotted, rational, and difinterefted motives : but the 
general drain of his performance is far from correfponding with thia*\ 
profeflion. What are we* to think of his knowledge and candour, 
when he talks of the concvjjhms of frantic fury that would ravage the 
land , if the petitioning clergy had prevailed ; and when he afierts 
that they certainly meant to abolijb all forms oftrayer s adminif ration 
of the fact aments, and every part of our liturgy* or of any other litur~ 
gy whatever , which is of human compofition i Nothing can be more 
contrary to the truth | as is evident from the liturgy made ofe of by 
Mr. Lindfey. * - 

Our Author fays, like wife, that the Arian herefy has been propa- 
gated to a great degree among ft moft of our Englijb Dijfenters , and per - 
baps to a fill greater among ft the clergy of the Eft ablijhed Kirk or Church 
of Seotland L Bur whence .did he derive Ibis information ? Is he ac- 
quainted with moft of- our Englife Di (Tenters i With relpelt to the . 
Scotch clergy, his intelligence mud have dropped from the clouds : 
for we do not recollelt a Tingle perfon among them, for almod thefe 
fifty years pad, who has written againd the Trinity. 

Mr. Seward is equally unjudifiable in . what he faith of the Month- 
ly Reviewers , that They “ make no fecret of their enmity to the 
edablifeed Church; and the whole feripturai do&rine of Redemp- 
"* tioo.** This Writer is too infignificant to excite our anger, or 
even to merit our notice. Neverthelefs, we lhali condefcend to in- 
form him that he is totally midaken.* So far are we from being ene- 
mies to the edablifeed Church* that we wife to have it fixed on. that 
broad bad*, which feall render it perpetual ; and it hath always been 
our concern* to affeiv and maintain, the true feripturai doctrine of 
Redemption, . •* - • - »• 
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The Author vaw es himfelf highly on a diftindlion he hath made, 
which, he thinks,- wm jultify the authority in contreverfees of 

faith , claimed by the Chunk of ^England, in her zeth article. 
“ Nothing, he fays, but the didin&ion between the Jegiflative and 
** executive powers is wanting, to render it as clear as day.” But 
this obfervation >vill be of no avail : for our Saviour appears as little 
to have commiifioned any bod/ of uninfpired men authoritatively to 
declare what his laws are, and what their meaning is, as to make 
them originally. Each fingle Cbritlian muft judge for himfelf. Be- 
Tides, if the gbvernours of every eftablilhed Church have this de- 
clarative and executive authority, to whom (hall we give the pre- 
ference ? 

The greateft part of the charge relates to the do&rine of the Tri- 
nity ; but contains nothing in it which, in this refpeft, is worthy of 
attention. 

Art. 57. The pernicious Ejfcfis of religious Contention and 
Bigotry, exemplified in a leries of undoubted Fa 3 s f almoft un- 
paralleled in the Diflenting Annals, which have lately happened 
relative to that Church and Congregation at Northampton, who, 
for many Years, were under the Care of the late learned and wor- 
thy Dr. Doddridge; By a Member of the Congregation. With 
a Preface by the Rev. Mr. Hextal, 4to. 1 s. Buckland. 

This appears to be a fair, open, candid narrative of fafts, — in' 
famous fads, that will be an eternal difgrace to fome perfons who 
choofe to be confidered as (landing at the head of the Independent 
intereft. The whole is fo connected, and its feveral parts are fo de- 
pendent upon each other, that an extract, foch as would prove per- 
fectly fatisfaClory to qgr Readers, cannot be comprehended within 
the limits of a catalogue article. We (hall therefore confine our- 
felves to fome of the molt linking circumflances, and refer our 
Readers, for farther information, to the pamphlet itfelf; which will 
convince them that the Writer’s foie view is to vindicate fome cha- 
racters falfely afperfed, to warn religious communities againft the 
firft rife of contentions, aqd to promote chriftian love and unity. 
We heartily wilh his defign may be anfwered. 

Mr. Hextal, the late paftorof the congregation of Proteftant Dtf- 
fenters at Northampton, appears from his preface, and is univer- 
Tally allowed by all his acquaintance, to be an able and faithful 
miniftcr of Chrid, defirous to promote the eternal happinefs of 
mankind : and like his predeceflor, the learned and the good Dod- 
dridge, to have a zeal for the truths of the gofpel, adorned with 
moderation, benevolence, candour, and charity, for which he will 
be hereof er acknowledged with a “ well done, good and faithful 
fervant though now, for the vary fame reafon, he is perfecuted 
by his brethren. 

Being rendered incapable of difeharging all the duties of the 
pulpit, by a very painful diforder, he defired the fociety to pro- 
vide him an affiflant for three months : on this, a few insignificant 
perfons, calling themfelves the Church , puffed op with fpiritual 
pride, and in oppofition to the red of the fociety, invited one Mr. 
FPtuter ; who inffantly accepted the offer, though he knew his fer- 
vices were unacceptable to Mr. Hextal, and to the judicious part 
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of the congregation ; not merely on account of fentiment, bat for 
another reafon, very obvious to all who are acquainted with that 
gentleman's compofitions. 

Mr. Winter, daring his refidence at Northampton, indead of 
manifefting the true gofpel, difcovered fuch a furious bigotted zeal 
for what he calls Religion, as foon kindled the flame of difcord in 
the congregation ; and banifhed good Mr. Hextal from his pulpit. 
It mod here be obferved, that before things came to an extremity, 
one-of Mr. HextaTs friends wrote to Dr. Gibbons in Londog, de- 
firing that he and the other independent miniders (who had great 
influence over the opponents) would ufe their good offices US ac- 
commodate matters. To this he received a very obliging anfwer, 
fuch as might be expelled from a minider of the gofpel : the 
Do&or fays “ the miniflers” (meaning the Independents above 
hinted at) ** are one and all againd any harfh treatment of your 
paflor, defiroas that lenient meafures may be purfued, and that 
Mr. Hextal fltould be honourably treated.” Jgain, “ I mod heartily 
wifh that your good pador may not have his advanced years embit- 
tered by any unchridian nfage,*’ a plain proof that he' thqught 
their prefent treatment of him deferved this epithet. He pro- 
ceeds, “ prefent my kind refpe&s to Mr. Hextal, allure him of my 
brotherly affe&ion, and that I fhould mod heartily rejoice to find 
that the prefent cload was happily overblown. If I can in any re- 
fpe& be of farther fervice* you may command my bed endeavours. 
Fain would I find, indead of the dandard of war difplayed, the 
peaceful olive flouridling among you.” — 

The fame pod brought a letter from Dr. Conder, figned by eight 
or ten miniders, in the fame drain. >How confidently they a&ed 
with thefe profeffion*, the world will judge. Thefe letters fo far 
influenced one of the opponents, (who had a fpark of humanity) 
that he defired the difmifiion of Mr. Hextal might be podponed 
till he had talked over the affair with the London miniders. T6 
prevent miireprefentations, one of Mr. Hextal’s friends fenc Dr. 
Gibbons a particular account of all that had patted. Another of 
them went to London on purpofe to meet the opponents, that the 
miniders might hear both fides. Both fides were heard, the caufe 
was tried before the Inquifitors general, Conder, Gibbons, Fiiher, 
Brewer, Pitts, Oldham, Webbe, and others, and they decreed in fa- 
vour of Mr. Hextal ; declaring that his opponents would a& a very 
unbecoming part in difmiiling him. 

Mr. Hextal’s friend, pleafed with the thoughts that their ani- 
mofities would now fubfide, related, at the fird meeting held at 
Northampton after his return, all that had paded in the vedry at 
Pinner’s Hall, and the unanimous opinion of the miniders concerning 
this affair ; but figure to thyfelf, gentle reader, if poflible, his adonifh- 
xnent, when one of Mr. Hextal’s opponents, who had been prefent 
at the faid vedry, declared, that after Mr. Hextal ’s friend left the' 
vedry, the miniders (banged their opinion. 

We cannot guefs at the reafon of this change of fenume/n, unlefs 
fo me thing was infinuated to the prejudice of Mr. Hextal, by the 
perfon who Raid behind. Be this as it may, in confequence of 
this droke of generalihip, Mr. Hextal was, by a majority of thefe 
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-w ho call themfekes the Church, 'difiniffed from his paftoral care ; 
and 4 we verily believe,* fays the Writer, 4 if thefo London gentfe- 
meii had continued in their former feattraents, * Mr.. Hex ta l would 

- mot have been difmfjei.'" Jf fb, what a comfortable reflexion mud it 
prove to thefe ambafladors of the P* mice -of • Pa ac*, that if 
-they '•did not a&ually fow theieed* of divifion, they- however *»*• 
'ttrid theft), and are therefore *fo far anfwerable to their mafter for 

thetrop* that has been prodyced. 

- Tboogh we (incerdy fympathine with poor Mr. Hextal and bis 
faithful adherents, and as friends fa reaL religion, a nder whatever 
denomination, are forry for this junhappy diflenfon,— yet we re- 
joice with them, as having now a* fair opportunity to found -a 
church upon bitter principles. We apprehend they may eafity 
recover the meeting-boufe, by bringing* biW of cjedlment agaioft 
the perfoos inpofleffion ; for the law knows nothing of a Diflenring 
Church didinft from the fubfertbers. The -defign of trudees to -a 
place of worlhip, is to fecureit for the life of that fociety. If they 

- cannot obtain relief by common law; then k will be proper- to apply 

to the Lord Chancellor,, and if this fliould not fuaeeed, they may, 
are are perfaaded, depend on being affided by aU who are not more 
thk difctples of Calvin than of Cbnll. 

• Theft bigots are a diTgrace to thety mafter, Calvin, for they palm 
upon him do&rines which he . did not believe, or draw inferences 
from them which be never thought of. ^ 

We mod not forget to obferve, that Mr. Hextal's friend, think- 
ing the London miniflers incapable of fuch double dealing, wrote to Dr. 

* Gibbons, to know whether they had changed their fentiments, and 

• why ? but the Do&ordid not vouebfafe an aofwer, — a circumdance 

which requires nocomment. ...... v . . 

T'k/r miaifters did mot furely fign i petition to parliament pray iog 
' to be delivered from aH impodtions on conference? and-perfecution 
. on account of religion ! Yes, they did 1 and yet fuch men are fir ever 
impofing their fentiments, and delivering over to poverty and a prifon, 
yea to the devil himfelf, all who cannot. fubfertoe to their creed 1 
Art. 58. Seven Letters $o them that feek Peace with God. 
By Thomas Bentley of Sudbury, Suffolk. 8vo. is. 6 d. Lewis. 
A collection of texts of feripture, pioufly ftrung together with a 
warfe thread of commentary. 

Art. 59. Hints and MJJqys , Theological and Morale intended 
briefly to expofe the corrupt Principles pf Calvinifm, and briefly 
to offer other Principles better correfponding with Reaibn and 
Scripture. PubUfhcd more efpecially for the Benefit of the younger 
Part of Calviniflical Chriftians. By a Layman, izmo. 1 s. 
Johnfon. 177^. r 

This Layman, in his.firft effay, appears as a good advocate for 
re of on % in forming £ judgment of feripture truth ; in the conrfe of hia 
reflexions, he finds fame caufe.to complain of the late Dr. Doddridge, 
for whom be neverthelefs exprefTcs grpat veneration. To this are 
added cautionary hints relative tp the Rev. Mr. MafonVtrOatife on 
Self-knowledge ; after attending to which he earneftiy recommends 
the perufal of that excellent book. We are next prefented with a 
long letter to the Rev. Mr. D— , containing the Author's reafons 

for 
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lor withdrawing from his miniftry : he fpeaks of Me. D. with re- 
fped and efteem; and concludes with faying, ‘ I have not fcrupled 
to declare my fentiments of your opinions with a great deal of frank- 
mefs : you may poifibly think too much. But the cafe required it. 
And I doubt not you would have been as free with my principles, 
if you had wrote to me on the fubjed/ All the foregoing papers 
are oppofed to fome Calviniftic tenets, which the Writer conceives 
are not only falfe, but detrimental to religion and virtue. However, 
there are worthy and honourable characters under very diffe.eat 
articles of faith and opinion. 

This little trad contains alfo an eflay on Pride, and a pious 
meditation on Divine Love. The Author discovers an heart warmed 
with genuine piety, with the love of truth, and with benevolence 
to his fellow* creatures 3 and is, doubtlefs, a firm believer in divine 
revelation. 

Art. 60. Drey Predigten von Georg , Chrijloph , Dahme. Three 
Sermons by Mr. Dahme.— Predigt gtbaltt* am Tage der 
Ein*wtihuug y etc. A Sermon at the opening of the re-built Ger- 
man Chapel in Trinity-lane, by the fame. London. 8vo. 1775. 
We fhould have been at a lofs to know what could have induced 
Mr. Dahme to publilh thefe fermons, which have in themfelves fo 
little merit, if he had not told us, in a dedication to an elderly 
lady, prefixed to the three fermons : 44 that he wanted to bear a public 
teftimony of her annually overflowing bounty towards him, and to 
propagate confcientioufly his gratitude to pofterity.” The fermoa 
at the re opening of the chapel, he fays on the title-page, 44 was 
printed by the defire of the vedrv/* 

Since Mr. Dahme, in the 1 aft mentioned fermon, has thought 
proper, after a long recital of his honour, income, and prefenu, 
publickly to fay : * Oh i my gracious Father, preferve me this, and 
all other iuppinefs, which I enjoy iafuch an abundance as a hufband, 
as a father, as a fan, as a friend/ we fhail forbear didurbing his 
abundant happinefs by our criticifms. We mod heartily wifh him 
a lading duration of this date of felicity, and are very for ry that we 
cannot augment it, by giving to the fermons before jis, that tribute 
of praife, which the Author probably expe&s at our hands. 

Art. 61 . The prefent. Truth : a D if pi ay of the Secejpon-te/limony ; 
in the three periods of the Rife, State, and Maintenance of that 
Teftunooy. 8vo. 2 vols. 6 s. Boards. Edinburgh printed, and 
(old by Dilly in London. L774* 

Thoie who have curjofity enough to inquire into the particulars 
which compofe the hidory of the famous Schtfm in the church of 
^Scotland, known by the name of the SectfioM, will here find ample 
gratification ; though, perhaps, not a perfedly fair and impartial 
date of all the fads : for the Author (Mr. Adam Gib) is himfelf a 
Seceder, — a leading man of the party. He is alfo the very perfoa 
who, principally, (if we midake not) occafioned the Seceders them- 
* (elves to break,- like the Methodids of England, into adverfe divi- 
sions. — Such, indeed, hath been the common fate of DiiTenters and 
Sedaries; and fueb it ever will be, while men continue endowed as 
they are, with diderent capacities, and confequently, ever liable to 
fee the fame things in different lights : to fay nothing of the influ- 
ence of their paffions, or thofe private and feparate views, oF which 
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the varioa* leaders of a party may be fully confcious* bat of which 
their implicit followers have no fufpicion. 

Art. 62. A Char after of the late reverend and aged Dr . Nichols^ 
Vicar of St. Giles’s Cripplegate, and Rettor of St. Luke’s, Old- 
flreet : delivered as a funeial Oration, in the PariQi-church of 
St. Luke, Old-ftrcet, December fi, 1774. By the Rev. J. 
Smith, M. A. Chaplain in ordinary to his Majefty. 4to# 1 S. 
tVilkie, &c. 

An high, an<|for ought we know, a juft encomium on Dr. Nichols# 
The declamation is not ill drawn, and has a practical tendency# 
Some perfons will remark that the Preacher exprefTes his wilh to fuc- 
ceed the Doctor : circumftances perhaps might render this • not im- 
proper, but they are not known to all who may read this oration. 
School Bool 

Art. 63* Exerqfes for turning Englifh into French, with the 
grammatical Rules, digefted in a plain and eafy Method; where- 
by Scholars of the tendereft capacity are enabled to write the 
French l anguage with Propriety. By A. Scot, A. M. Member 
of the' Univerfity of Paris. i2mo. is. 6d. Richardfon and 
Urquhart. 1774 

Mr. Chambaud’s Exercifes have been ufeful to the Britifh youth ; 
but, this Author obferves, they would have been of more advantage 
if be had given the grammatical rule 3 at the head of each chapter, 
becaufc they would have been more generally ufed by teachers. 
Every maftcr being prepoflefled with his own way of teaching,' ufes 
his own favourite grammar, and thereby renders Chambaud’s Ex- 
ercifes lefs adapted to their plan. Mr. Scot has attempted to rectify . 
this, by givhbg not only the rules at the head of each chapter or 
paragraph, but has alfo marked the genders of the nouns. As an 
additional help to the fcholar, at the end of the book is placed the 
, formation of the plural number of nouns, and of the feminine gender 

*©f the adjectives. 

SERMON S. 

I. Religion* and civil Liberty , a Thankfgiving Difcourfe, &c. By 
Willum Gordon, Pallor of the Third Church at Roxbury. 8vo. 
6d. Dilly. ‘ 

This politico-theological difcourfe contains a fpirited enumeration 
of the fuppofed grievances of the colonifts, with admonitions tending 
' to engage them to an active defence of their invaded rights# 
li. Preached .at the Oftogon Chapel in Bath, on the Day the late 
Bilhop of Worcefter was buried. By«the Rev. George Batt, A. M. 

or of Stanford, Vicar of Clifton upon Teme, and Chaplain to 
the Earl of Finlater, &c. 4m. is. Rivington. 

An hxndfome panegyric on the deceafed prelate is included in 
this difcourfe. 

CORRESPONDENCE, 
ifyte&er 9 * friendly Letter is entitled to our thanks. He is very 
right, with refpeft to the' French Parnajfus ; that parentbefis fhotRd 
be itruck out# 

We have, at length, procured Skaife' s Key to Civil Architefture t and 
(hall give an account of it in a future number of our Jourual. 
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Arr. I. Graft Poems , •with Memoirs of his Life hi Mafon , concluded • 
See Uil Month’s Review. 

W E left this excellent Writer indulging his fine tide and 
enthufufna in contemplating the beauties of Nature; 
and, indeed, it would have been delightful to have attended fo 
intelligent and fo ingenious an obferver through the whole of his 
excurnons ; but we mud now be contented with recording in 
our work a few (ketches of his character and ftudies, and fome 
general obfervations on his genius and poetry. 

‘ The Reader, fays Mr. Mafon, will have gathered, from 
the preceding feries of letters, that the greated part of Mr. 
Gray's life was fpent In that kind of learned leifure, which has 
onlv fclf-improvement and felf- gratification for its obje& : he 
will probably be furprized that, with fo very drait an income, 
he (hould never have read with a view of making his refearches 
lucrative to himfelf, or ufeful to the public. The truth was, 
Mr. Gray had ever expung' d the word lucrative from his own 
vocabulary. He may be faid to have been one of thofe very 
few perfonages in the annals of literature, efpectally in the 
poetical clafs, who are devoid of felf-intered, and at the fame 
time attentive to economy 5 and alfo* among mankind in gene- 
ral, one of thofe very few economics who poflefs that talent, 
uhtindured with the dain of avarice. Were it my purpofe 
in this place to expatiate on his moral excellencies, 1 (hould 
here add, that when his circumdances were at the loweft, he 
gave away fuch fums in private charity as would have done credit 
to an ampler purfe : but it is rather my Ids-pleafing province at 
prefent to acknowledge one of bis foibles 5 and tbpt was a certain 
degree of pride, which led him, of all other things, to defpife 
the idea of being thought an author profefied. 1 have been 
told indeed, that early in life ho bad an intention of mublUhing 
Vol.LIII. H an 
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an edition of Strabo ; and I find amongft his papers a* great" 
number of geographical difquifitions, particularly with refpeA 
to that part of Afia which conifuehends Perfia and India ; con- 
cerning the ancient and modern names and divifion6 of which- 
extenfive countries, his notes are very copious* The indefa- 
tigable pains which he alfo took with the writings of Plato, and 
the quantity of critical, as well as explanatory obfervations r 
which fye has left upon almoft every part of his works, plainly 
indicate, that no man in Europe was better .prepared to repub^ 
li£h and itluftnrte thatPhitofopher than Mr. Gray. 

( I mud not omit to mention his great knowledge of Gothic 
Architecture. He had fecn, and accurately ftudied in his 
youth, while abroad, ther Roman proportions on the fpot, both: 
in ancient ruins and in the works ,of Palladio; In his later 
years he applied himfelf to confider thofe flupendous itruCtures 
of more modern date, that adorn our own country; which, if 
they have not the Came grace, have undoubtedly equal dig* 
nity. He endeavoured to trace this mode of building, from 
the time it commenced, through it6 various changes, till it ar- 
rived at its perfection in the reign of Henry the Eighth, and 
ended in that of Elizabeth. For this purpofe he aid not to * 
much depend upon written accounts, as that internal evidence 
which the buildings themfelves give of their refpe&iVc antiquity; 
lince they conftantly furniih to the well-informed eye, arms,, 
ornaments, and other undubitable marks, by which' their feve- 
ral ages may be afeertained. On this account he applied him- 
felf to the iludy of Heraldry as a preparatory fcience, and has 
left behind him a number of genealogical papers, more than 
i uflicient to prove him a complete mailer of it. By ihefe means 
he arrived at fo very extraordinary a pitch of fagacity, as to be 
enabled to pronounce, at firft fight, on the precife time when 
every particular part of any of our cathedrals was ere&ed.— — 

4 But the favourite ftudy of Mr. Gray, for the laft ten years 
of his life, was, Natural Hiftory, which he then rather re fumed 
than began ; as, by the inftruCtions of his uncle Antrobus, he 
was a confiderable botanift at fifteen. He followed it clofely, 
and often faid that he thought it a fingular felicity to have en- 
gaged in it; as, befidcs the conftant amufemem it gave him in 
his chamber, it fed him more frequently out into the fields ; 
and, by making his life lefs fedentary, improved the general* 
courfe of his health and fpirits. 

* Habituated, as he had long beeh, to apply only to firlt- 
rate authors, as to the fountain-bead of that knowledge, which 
he was at the time felicitous to acquire, it was obvious that, 
when he refolved to make himfelf mailer of ‘Natural Hiftory, 
fie would immediately become the difciple of thegreatUnncrus. 
His firlt bufinefs was to underftand accurately his 44 termini 

artis,” 
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ahis,” #hich he called juftly the learning a new original lan- 
guage. He then went regularly through the vegetable, animal, 
and foffile kingdoms. The marginal notes which he has left, 
hot only, oh Linnaeus, but the many other authors yrhich bf 
read on there fubie&s, are very numerous : but the trioft cpn- 
fiderablc are 6n HudfOn’s Flora Anglica, and the tenth edition 
of the Sy$ema Naturae; which latter he interleaved, and filled 
almoft entirely. While employed on Zoology, he alfo read 
Ariftotle’s treatife pn that fubjedl with great care, and ek- 

{ Gained many difficult pattages of that obfcure ancient, froth the 
ights he haa acquired from modern naturalifts. 

• Having now given a general account of that variety of lite- 
rary purfuits, which, in their turns, principally engaged bis 
attention, and which were either not mentioned, or only 
glanced at in the preceding letters, let me be permitted to fay 
a word or two of his amufements. The chief, and almoft the 
Only one of th#fe (if we except the frequent experiments he 
jmade on Flowers, in order to mark the mode and progrefs of 
their vegetation) was Mufic, His tafte in thi$ art was equal 
to bis (kill id any more important fcience. It was founded oh 
the belt models, thole great matters in Italy, who Hourifhed 
about the lame time with his. favourite Pergplefi. Of his and 
of Leo’s, Bctnoncini's, Vinci’s, and Halle’s works, he made a 
valuable collection when abroad, chiefly of fuch of their vocal 
Cocnpofitions as he had himfetf heard and admired ; obferving in 
his choice of thefe, the fame judicfous rule which he followed 
in making his collection of prints ; which was not fo much to 

e together complete fets of the works of any matter, as to fe- 
jbpfe (the bett of their kind) which would recal to his me- 
mory the capital pi&ures, ftatues, and buildings which he had 
keo and ftudied. By this means, as he acquired in painting 
great facility and accuracy in the knowledge of hands, fo in 
snu^p he gained fupreine (kill in the more refined powers of 
eapseffioii 5 efpecially when we confider that arc as an adjunct 
to poetry: for vocal mufic, and that only (excepting perhaps 
the lefibns of the younger Scarlatti) was what he chiefly re- 
garded. His inttrument was the harpfichord; on which, though 
1* bad little execution, yet, when he fung to it, he fo modu- 
lated the fmall powers of his voice* as to be able to convey to 
the intelligent hearer no common degree of fiatis faction. This, 
however, be could ftldom be prevailed upon to do, even by his 
mm ft intimate acquaintance. 

* To conclude this flight Sketch of his literary ehare&er, I 
W»eye » may with great truth attert, that excepting pure Ma* 
rhematics, and the ftudies dependent on that feiente, there 
was hardly any par: of human learning, in which he had aot 

H 2 acquired 
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acquired a competent Hull : in moft of them a con Cumulate 
mattery.* 

Mr. Mafon has declined drawing up any formal charafler of 
his friend, but has referred us to one that has appeared fome- 
where by an anonymous hand. It is as follows ; 

44 Perhaps he was the moft learned man in Europe. He was 
equally acquainted with the elegant and profound parts of 
fcience, and that not fuperficially but thoroughly. He kneW 
.every tranch of hiftory, both natural * and civil ; had read all 
the original hittorians of England, France, and Italy ; and was 
a great antiquarian. Criticifm, metaphyfics, morals, politics, 
made a principal part of his plan of ftudy ; voyages and travels 
of all forts were his favourite amufement : and he had a fine 
tafte in painting, prints, architedure, and gardening f. With 
fuch a fund of knowledge, his converfation mutt have been 
equally inftruding and entertaining; but he was aUb a good 
man, a well-bred man, a man of virtue and humanity. There 
is no character without fome fpeck, Come imperfe&ion ; and I 
think the greatett defed in his was an afFc&ation in delicacy, 
or rather effeminacy J, and a vifible faftidioufnefs, or contempt 

• 4 i have give*, in the beginning of this fe&ion, an account of 
the great paint which Mr. Gray bellowed on Natural Hittory. I have 
fince been favoured with a letter from a gentleman, well (killed in 
that fcience, who after carefully perufing his interleaved Syftema 
Naturae of Linnaeus, gives Ole this chara&er of it : “ In the dais of 
animals (the Mammalia) he has concentrated (if I may ufe the ex* 
predion) what the old writers and the diffofe Button have (aid upon 
the fnbjed ; he has univerfally adapted the conctte language of Lin* 
naeus, and has given it an elegance which the Swede had no idea of f 
• but there is little of his own in this clafs, and it ferved him only as 
a common place; but it is fuch a common- place that few men but 
Mr. Gray could form. In the birds and fifhes hc-has moft accn* 
rately deferibed all that he had an opportnnity of examining; bpt 
the volume of infe&s is the mod perfect ; on the Englilb infills there 
is certainly nothing fo perfect. In regard to the plants, there js 
little elfe than the Englifti names and their native foils eXtra&ed 
from the Species Plantarum of Linnaeus. I fuppofe no man was fo 
complete a matter of his fyttem ; he has fele&ed the dittinguifhing 
marks of each animal, &c. with the greatett judgment, and, what 
no man elfe probably could have done, he has made the German 
Latin of Linnaeus purely clafiical.” 

f 4 He has dilcliimed any (kill in this art in the 36th letter of 
the fourth feflion, and ufually held it in left ettimadon than I think 
it deferves, declaring himfelf to be only charmed with the bolder 
. features of unadorned nature.’ 

t * This is rightly put ; it was rather an qttedation * n delicacy 
and effeminacy than the things themfefves ; and he chofe to pat on 
this appearance chiefly before peifons whom he 4>d not wifh to pleafo. 

and 
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and difdain of his inferiors in fcience. He alfo had in fome 
degree that weaknefs which difgufted Voltaire fo much in Mr. 
Congreve § : though he feemed to value others, chiefly accord- 
ing to the progrefs they had made in knowledge ( ; yet he could 
not bear to be confidered himfelf merely as a man of letters ; 
and though without birth, or fortune, or fiat ion, his defire was 
to be looked upon as a private independent Gentleman, who 
read for his amufement. Perhaps it may be faid, What fignifies 
fo much knowledge, when it produced fo little ? Is it worth 
taking fo much pains to leave no memorial,* but a few poems ? 
But let it be confidered, that Mr. Gray was to others, at lead 
innocently employed ; to himfelf, certainly beneficially. His 
time pafled agreeably ; he was*every day making fome new ac- 
quifitkm in fcience ; his mind was enlarged, his heart foftened, 
his virtue ftrengthened $ the world and mankind were (hewn 
to him without a mafic ; and he was taught to confider every 
thing as trifling, and unworthy of the attention of a wife man, 
except the purfuit of knowledge, and the pra&ice of virtue, in 
that ftate wherein God hath placed us.*’ 

The Editor’s friend (hip could not fail him here — yet his 
judgment, furely, has been fufpended : for, to leave his friend 
and poet under the idea of a faftidiom fribble , was, to fay no 
more, unfavourable to his memory. Ttfat fuch is the idea, no 
one who reads the character can doubt. Jt is true, the world 
knew it. When he entered at Peter Houfe, his effeminacy and 
fair complexion drew upon him the name of Mifs Gray. Our 
Readers will recoiled that MiLTop had the lame appellation 
of Mifs. Mr. Horace Walpole, it we rightly remember, was, 
at that time, of King’s College, in the fame univerfity. They 

$ • I have often thought that Mr. Congreve might very well be 
vindicated on this head. It feldom happens that the vanity of au* 
thorfhip continues to the end of a man's days, it ufaally foon leaves 
him where it (band him ; and if he has not fomething better to build 
Us felf-approbation upon than that of being a popular writer, he 
generally finds himfelf ill at eafe, if refpe&ed only on that account. 
Mr. Congreve was much advanced in years when the young French 
Poet paid him this vifit ; and, though a man of the world, he might 
now feel that indifference to literary fame which Mr. Gray, who 
always led a more retired and philosophic life, certainly felt much 
earlier. Both of them therefore might reafonably, at times, exprefs 
fome difguft, if their quiet was intruded upon by perfons who 
thought they flattered them by fuch intrqfion.* 

| f It was not on account of their knowledge that he valued man* 
kind. He contemned indeed all pretenders to literature, but he did* 
not fele& his friends from the literary clafs, merely becaufe they 
were literate. To be his friend it was always either neceflary that a 
man fhoold have fomething better than an improved undemanding, 
or at leafl that Mr. Gray ihould believe he had.’ 

H 3 frequently 
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frequently met, converfed on fubjeSs of fafte, and drink nothing 
but tea. After his return from his travels, he commonly wore 
a muff, an objed of no fmall derifion with the univerfity lads ! 
If he went to a coffee houfe, he would tel! the waiter, in a tond 
the mod effeminate, to give him 4 that filly paper* book The 
GcntlemanVMagazine this was, and, fometimes, veryjikely^ 
the Review. Timorous, as effeminate, and fearful of acci- 
dents, he had a ladder to let down from his window, in cafe 
of lire. Some young men of his college idly and wantonly fet 
up a falfe *larm on the matter, in order tq draw him upon 
his ladder, and this, among other circumftances, was faid to 
be the Qccafion of bis removing to Pembroke. 

As a poet, in his Country Churchyard, be certainly (hewed 
great excellence in dwelling on the tendered interefts of hu- 
man nature, ffis eafy, native pathos brought thofe intereff$ 
to the heart. But was he original with refpeit to the ftyle and 
manner 1 certainly, he was, if he had not fec*ri an elegy writ- 
ten by Gay, which bore all that ftyle and manner j a cir- 
cumftance which we have noticed in a former Review. That 
he had feen it, is more than probable ; nay, that he had loved 
it, admired, and copied from it. The flrong fimilitude coun- 
tenances this opinion. • Thofe two elegies maybe confidercd as 
models of this fpeciet of writing. 

His genius wa$ not maiked alone by that tender and melan- 
choly feofibility fo interefting in the Country Churchyard. 
That imprclEon was only its has relief. There wa? a Gothic 
grandeur in the ftru&ure, offtbe mod ftriking and powerful ef- 
fedi. Vet this CQuld be felt, could be tafted only by the few* 
while the natural pictures of the former were caught by and 
melted in every eye. 

It is obfervable that fublimity of genius has been generally 
attended with a ftrong affedion for the dtpfoonry of the ancient 
ftorthern fable. Milton was particularly fond of it. it was the 
ftudy of his youth, and the dream of his age. Nor had it been* 
$h the power of the Italian Morbidezza to fmoothe away thofe 
parings of mind he had caught originally from it. This paffioq 
fee ms natural. There is fomething fublirriC in the Celtic my- 
thology, in the idea of ancient hardyhood, and the feats of for- 
mer tunes, that is peculiarly adapted to a natural grandeur of 
Imagination. In the mythology of the Greeks, every thing 
feems little. Teems puerile in comparifon. Hence Mr. Gray’* 
ftrong attachment to every thing that breathed of the former. 
The Hall of Odin was heaven itfrlf to him, and Offian “ the 
ytij daeihOn of poetry.” 

it would be (uperfluou’s for ul to mention the effe& this en- 
thufiafm had on Mr. Gray’s poetical writings. Our Reader; 
§r£ tfo dangers to that fublime expreffion, and to that nobl« 
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air oF mind, which diftingujlh his qdes of ca& The fol- 
lowing ode is now fir ft publtfhed : 

* Had ^ but the torrent’s might, 

With beadilong rage and wild affright 
Upon DeiraVfquadvons hurl'd, ... 

To rufh, and fweep them from the world 1 
c Too, too fecuue in youthful pride * 

By them my friend, my Hoe], died. 

Great Cian's Son : of Madoc old 
He aflt’d no ‘heaps of hoarded gold .; 

Alone in Nature's wealth array'd. 

Ho a&’d, 4u»d had the lovely Maid* 

* To Cattreeth’s vale in glitt’ring jrow 
Twice two hundred warriors go.; 

Every warrior’s manly neck 

Chains of regal honour deck, 

Wreath'd in many a golden link : 

From the golden cup they drink 
Ne&ar, that the bees produce. 

Or the grape’s ex tat ic juice* 

Flu (li’d with mirth, and hope they born : 

But nose from Cattraeth’s vale return, 

Save A£ron brave, and Conan ftroog^ 

(Burfting through the bloody throng; 

And J, the meaneft of them all, 

That live to weep, and fing their fall.* 

There is fomething exceedingly tender and mournful in the 
Kttle fonnet, which now firft appears, on the death of bis friend 
Mr. Weft: 

* In vain to me the fmiling mornings (hine, 

And redd’ning Phoebus lifts his golden fire : 

The birds in vain their amorous defcant join ; 

Or chcarfai fields refume their green attire: 

Theft ears, alas ! for other notes repine, 

A different object d 9 theft eyes require. 

My lonely aqguiih melts no heart but mine ; 

And in my breaft .the ixnperfeft joys expire* 

Yet morning (miles the bufy race to chear, 

And new-born pleafure brings to happier men : 

The fields to all their wonted tribute bear : £ 

To warm their little loves the birds compliin : 

J froitlefs menra to him, that cannot hear. 

And weep the more, becanfe 1 weep in vain/ 

The above pieces, and the epitaph on Sit William Williams, 
who was killed at the fiege of Brileille, iaiy^f , are all that 
ire new in this eoile&ion of the Author’s poems* The epitaph 
a as follow* : 

* Here, foremoft in she dangerous paths of fame, 

Young Williams fought for England’s fair renown ; 
ifia odmd each moft, each grace adorn’d his frame,. 

Nor J&frvyiatfi. to view him with a frown* 
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At Aix hit voluntary fword ht drew, 1 

There firft in blood hit infant honour MU } 

From fortune, pleasure, fcience, love he Hew, 

And fcorn'd repofe when Britain, took the field. 

With eyet of flame, and cool undaunted bread 
Vidor be Hood on Betlifle’i rocky deeps — 

Ah ! gallant youth \, thia marble tells the red. 

Where melancholy Friendfhip bends, and weeps. 9 

The poems are followed by a col led ion of imitations, va- 
riations, and additional notes by the Editor. 


A < r. I'. Tbt HiJItry awd Anti quit iti •/ the Parijb of Halifax , i nYwkJbin. 
IUuftrated with Copper-plates. By the Rev, John Watfon, M. A. 
Redor of Stockport, Chelhire, and F. S. A. 4to. 1 1 . is. 
Lowndes. 1775. 

M R. Watfon observes, in his dedication of tbis work to 
the inhabitants of Halifax, that he was chiefly induced 
to give the hiftory of a place where he had refided feveral 
years, by hit fondnefs for inquiries of this nature $ and far- 
ther, that having the honour to be a member of the fociety 
of antiquaries in London, he thought it, in fotne meafure, - 
his duty to draw up the bed account he could, of the place 
where he refided : more efpecially as two very im per fed publi- 
cations on the fubjed have already made their appearance ; 
— referring, we fuppofe, to Wright’s and Bentley’s accounts, 
frequently mentioned in this work. 

Our Author farther obferves, that * it has always been the 
wiih of the above learned body, {o have their members fo 
Rationed, that the different parts of the kingdom may, by 
degrees, be deferibed, either on a more extenfive plan of a 
publication of this fort, or by leflcr communications, afford* 
ing materials for their Archcologia. Thus difeoveries may be 
made to flow together as to one common center, and fuch a 
fund be at left -acquired, as may give to Britain what the im- 
mortal Camden in vain attempted, a complete accouot of its 
^iquities. 

™ 1 believe, continues our Author, I may fay with the greateft - 
truth, that there never was fo plcafing a ptofped of attaining 
this deftrabfe end, as at prefent, when fo many gentlemen of 
known abilities alt employed in carrying it on. That part of 
it which is here prefented to the public, is an account of a 
diftrid but little known, tilt of late it became fo much dif- 
tinguifbed by its trade ; hut as it is riling fo rapidly tfom its 
obfeurity, the following defer iption of it can neither be draned 
needier*, nor unfeafonable. 

4 A 1 which the Author will fay of his own performance, is, 
that be has fpared neither labour, nor expence, in fearching 

every 


Digitized by LiOOQle 


WatfofTi Hijfory mi Jntiputies of Halifax* 105 

eve ry repofitory, where any thing relating to his fubjed was 
likely to be found, and that 

■ — ficut 

(Parvola nam exemplo eft) magni formica laboris 
Ore trahit quodcuoqae poteft, atqae addit accrvo. 

Pleafed that his mite may contribute to the making up the 
great whole ; and that he may be admitted to ftep within the 
circle of antiquity, though he prefumes not to approach neat 
the center/ 

The chief and moft general obje&ion to performances of . 
this kind, is their locality , which prevents their proving very 
entertaining to any but thofe who are interefted in them by 
that peculiar drcumftance 5 but Mr. Watfon has a remark on 
this head which deferves confideration, viz. that fo far as fuch 
works are biftorical, the above objection is removed. 4 Who, 
fays he, is content to read only the hiftory of his own parifh 
or county V and he adds, 4 it is fome pieafure to refled that 
this kind of writing has, 6f late, increafed in reputation;* 
and that 4 perhaps the public are better fatisfied of its utility, 
fincc antiquarian books have fometimes been allowed to be 
read in the higheft courts of juftice, on this well-known 
maxim, that the beft evidence which can be had, fliould be 
admitted/ 

Although it was not our Author's defign to write the Na- 
tural Hiftory of the great and extenfive parifti of Halifax, 
which has often been compared to Rutlandfhire for fize,— 
yet his work opens with a copcife philofophical account of 
the country, under the general heads of fire, air, (of weather) 
earth, and water: he has alfo, at the end of the volume, a 
copious catalogue* of plants, with their descriptions, according 
to Linnaeus and Hudfon. 

Among other particulars which will conduce to general 
entertainment, our Author has lft, a chapter on Druidical 
remains in the parifh of Halifax ; 2dly, a chapter on Roman 
Antiquities; and both thefe are illuftrated by engravings. The , 
chapter on Saxon and Danifh affairs will afford fomething . 
for the gratification of thofe Engl ifh v readers who are fond of 
the ancient hiftory of their own country. 

The titles of the next feven chapters are, 

]. Hiftorical memoirs of Halifax parifh, temp . Charles L 

II. Of the Trade of the Parifh, & c. 

IQ. Of the Forests, Chaces, and Parks. 

IV. Account of the Manors. 

* We have heard it aflerted, that the parifh of Halifax can juftly 
vie with the county of Middlcfex, in the number and variety of cu- 

isoas plants. 
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V. Of the CoPY HOLDS; 

VI. Of the Gravcships •. 

VII. Of the Knight’s fecs. 

There are aj fa a variety of chapters*. or dixtfiams, of this 
work under the heads of Ancient Taxes, Tfycgrqpbnal Surveys*, 
and the famous Gibbet-law ; together with family details, pc* 
digrees, accounts of lands belonging to religious houfes, of 
the churches and chapels in the vicarage, and of the vicars. 
The colle&ion of epitaphs is illuflrated by engravings of the 
gnofi confidetable monuments. But the moft alluring part of 
the work, to a literary Reviewer, is the 4 Biographical His- 
tory of the parift of Halifax.’ Here we are entertained 
with accounts, in alphabetical order, of 4 fuch authors, and 
perfons of note, as have been boro, or have lived/ in thif 
pari lh ; among whom we find the memorable names of Sir 
Thomas Brown, Bifhop Farrer, Daniel De Foe, David 
Hartley, (author of the Obfervations on Man) Oliver Hey- 
wood. Dr. Nettleton, Sir Henry Savillc, Mr. Thomas Savillc, 
Mr. Henry Saville, Afchbiftop Tillotfon, and many others ; 
pot omiuing Mr. Watfon, the learned Author of this book. 

As Dr. Hartley’s celebrated work has been revived by Dr. 
Prieftley’s late repudiation of the learned Author's Theory , OV. 
the particulars here given of that writer, and of his perform- 
ance, may fervje to gratify the cuciofity of fuch of <our readers 
as may happen to have received but little information con- 
cerning either. 

c David Hartley, M. A<. was born at Ilingworth, in this 
parift. His father was curate there, and married. May ?£, 
1707, a daughter of the Rev. Mr. Edward Wilkinfon, his 
predeccftbr. ihis curacy Mjr. Hartley afterwards refigned for 
the chapel of Armley, in the pariib of Leeds, where he 4 ied # 
and left behind him eight children. His fon David was brought 
up by one Mrs. Brookfbank, near Halifax, and received his * 
academical education at Jefys College, Cambridge, of whic^ 
he was Fellow. He firft began to, pta&ife phyftc at Newark, 
in Nottinghamftme, from whence he removed to St. Ed- 
mond’s Bury, in Suffolk. After this, he fettled for fome time 
in London, and laftly went to live at Bath, where he died 
Sept. 30, 17579 aged 53. He left two fona and a daughter. 
His eider fon got a travelling Fellowship, and his younger was 
entered at Oxford in Michaelmas Term, *757. He pub-, 
lifted (< A View of the prefect Evidence for and againft Mrs. 

# One of the officers or fervants belonging to the lord of this ma- 
nor, is called a Gsave, from the Anglo-Saxon ** tbs Ger- 

man Graf, his duty is to coftofl the lord’s rents, and his Ayle, in 
Latin deeds, is Praepofitus. , 

2 Stephens^ 
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Stephens's Medicines as a Solvent for the Stone, containing 
iJS pafes, with foiiie Experiments and Obfervations.” Lon* 
don, 1739. This book, which contafns 104 pages ih 8vo. 
is dedicated ta the Prefrdeht and Fellows of the Royal Col- 
lege of Phyficians, London, wherein the Author informs that 
body, that, about * year before, he pubfifhed fome cafes and 
experiments, which feemed to him fufficient evidences of a 
diflolving power in the urine of fueh perfens as take Mrs. 
Stephenses medicines, though he did not then enter into the 
difeuffion of that point, but left the fadts to fpeak for them- 
fdves ; finding, however, that a qttite contrary eoncltrfron bat! 
been drawn from thofe inftances, and others of a like na- 
ture, as if the medicines did not diffofve, but generate ftones % 
be rtierefore republi&es the fame cafes and experiments, wrtH 
all cafes favourable or unfavourable, perfedl or itwperfed, 
which he had been able to procure, hoping that he had ob- 
viated all objections, and even proved a diflolving power in 
the medicated urine. At p. 175 of this book are propofais 
for making Mrs. Stephens’* medicines public, and a lift is an- 
nexed of the contributions for this purpofe, from April ir, 
i738> to Feb. 24 following, the amount of which, waa ‘ 
1387 1. 13 s. He was the chief inftrument in procuring for 
Mrs. Stephens the 5000 1 . granted bv parliament. His own 
cafe is the 123d in the above book. He is raid to have died of 
the ftone, after having taken above two hundred pounds 
weight of foap. Mrs. Stephens’s medicine was made public 
ifi me Gazette, from Saturday June 16, to Tueiday June 19th, 
1739 - 

* James Parfbns, M. D. F. R. S. publHbed an 8vo. printed 
in London 1742, containing (inter alia) Animadverfrons on 
Lftfcontriptic medicines, particularly thofe of Mrs. Stephens, 
and an account of the difle&iotrs of Tome bodies of perfons 
who die 4 after the life of them. In this book are feveral 
Otfo laid down in Dr. Hartley’s own words, and afterwards 
critically examined, in Order to Aew (particularly from thoftr 
in whole bladders ftones were found after death) that that cele- 
brated medicine had no power of diflolving ftones in the kidneys 
or bladder. And it muft be owned, though with regret, that 
this writer has fuccecded in his proofs. 

* Df. Hartley is faid to have wrote againft Dr. Warrtn, of 
8t. Edmund’s Bury, tn defence of Inoculation $ and fome let- 
ters pf bis are to be met with in the Philofophical Tranfac- 
U6JIS* He was certainly a man of learning, and a reputed 
gaod phyficlan, bur too fond of noftrums. 

* The Do&or’s moft COrtfiderable literary production is a 
work infilled, 44 Obftrvations on man, his frame, his duty, 
$ ad his expectations, in two parts.” London, 1749* 2 vote. 

8 vo. 
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8vo. The firft part contains Obfervations on the frame of 
the human body and mind, and on their mutual connexions 
and influences. The work, it feems, took its rife from the 
Rev. Mr. Gay’s averting the poffibility of deducing all our intel- 
lectual pleafures and pains from affbciation, in a diHertation 
on ,the fundamental principle of virtue, prefixed to Law’s 
tranflation of King’s origin of evil. The fcntiments in this 
piece, led our Author to inquire into the power of afloci- 
ation, and to examine its confequences in refped of morality 
and religion, and alfo its phyfical caufe, when by degrees 
many difquifidons foreign to the dodrine of aflociation, or at 
leaft not immediately conne&ed with it, intermixed themfelves ; 
for this reafon, he has added thereto vibrations, and endea- 
voured to eflxblifh a connexion between thefe \ and has taken 
a great deal of pains to fhew the general ufe of thefe two in 
explaining the nature of our fenfations. The fecond part 
contains Obfervations on the duty and expectations of man- 
kind, before which is an introduction, in which he fays, that 
the contemplation of our frame and conftitution appeared te 
him to have a peculiar tendency to leflen the difficulties at- 
tending natural and revealed religion, and to improve their 
evidences, as well to concur with them in their determination 
of man’s duty and expectations 5 with which viejv he drew up 
the foregoing Obfervations on the frame and connexion of the 
body and mind $ and in profecution of the fame defign, he 
goes on in this part, from this foundation, and upon the other 
phenomena of Nature, to deduce the evidences for the be- 
ing and attributes of God, and the general truths of natural 
religion. Secondly, Laying down all thefe as a new founda- 
tion whereon to build the evidences for revealed religion. 
Thirdly, to inquire into the rule of life, and the particular 
applications of it, which refult from the frame of our Natures* 
the dictates of natural religion, and the precepts of the Scrip- 
tures taken together, compared with, and cafting light upon 
each other. Fourthly, to inquire into the genuine dodrines 
of natural and revealed religion, thus illullrated, concern- 
ing the expectations of mankind here and hereafter, in 
confequence of their obfervance, or violation of the rule 
of life.’ 

Of Dr. Prieflley’s republication of Dr. Hartley’s Theory of 
the Human Mind, on the Principles of the AJfociation of Ideas, 
we fhall give an account in a future Review. 

We have noted fome curious anecdotes, in this work, * rela- 
tive to Dr. Nettleton above mentioned, Oliver Hey wood* 
and fome others ; but we muft not enlarge. 

We (hall conclude with recommending Mr. Watfon’s per- 
formance particularly to our Yorklbire readers, who will be 
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pleafed with this work, perhaps, for the very circumftance that 
feme others may object to it, viz* that it is a great book, con- 
taining much about Yorkfhire, and Yorkfhire families ; and 
that nothin * has efcapcd the notice of the induftrious, elabo- 
xate compiler. 


Art. IIL Political Difquifitions ; or, an Inquiry into ’public Errors , 
Difi&Sf cmd Abufts . By J. B. Gent. Author of “ The Dignity of 
Human Nature/* and other Tra£b. Volume the Third and lalL 
8vo. 6 s. Boards. Dilly. 1775. 

T HIS diligent and worthy Writer here continues to prole- 
cute his patriotic and important inqiriries. We, indeed, 
expeded, that his undertaking would have extended to many 
more volumes, according to the intimation given in the gene- 
ral preface. He has, we find, fufficient materials for this pur- 
pose, but, be obferves, c what thefe three volumes contain, is 
the mod interefting to the Public ;* and we truly condole with 
him when he adds, that 4 his health daily breaking, difqualifics 
him from proceeding farther at prefent.* 

The volume now before us, treats* Of Maimers , in nine 
chapters, under the following divifion Importance of man- 
* tiers in a ftate j Luxury hurtful to manners, and dangerous to 
Bates 1 Of the public diverfions, and of gaming, and their in- 
fluence on manners ; Of duels; Of lewdnefs; Influence of 
education on manners ; Of punifliments ; Of the liberty of 
fpeech, and writing, on political fubjeds. He alfo treats of 
the duty of ftatefmen, to apply themfelves to forming the man- 
ners of the people. 

* This work, lays the Author, profelles to be an inquiry 
into public errors, deficiencies, and abufes. And furely there 
is no grofler error, no deficiency more fatal, no abule more 
lhamefui, than a nation’s lofing the proper delicacy of fenti- 
ment with regard to right and wrong, and deviating into a ge- 
neral corruption of manners. Has ambition raifed a tyrant, a 
Czfar, or a Charles, to defpotic power ? The fword of a Bru- 
tus, or the axe in the hand of the man in the malk, in a mo- 
ment fees the people free. Has an ariftocracy of thirty tyrants, 
as at Athens, feized the liberties of a country ? A bold Thra- 
fy bolus pay be found, who coming on them in their fecure 
hour, fhall, by means perhaps feemingly very inadequate, blaft 
all their fchemes, and overthrow the edifice of tyranny they 
had fet up, burying them in its ruins. The people thus fet 
free, if the ipirit of liberty be not extin& among them, and 
their manners generally corrupt, will preferve their recovered 
liberties. If their manners be fo univerfally debauched, as to 
■ render them smcapable of liberty, they will* as the degenerate 
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Romans, do the fall of Julius, fet up ah Auguftus in his place; 
It is impoffible to pronounce with certainty concerning atijr 
country, as the angel did of the devoted cities, that the decline 
of manners in it is univerfal and irretrievable. But where that 
is the cafe, the ruin of that country is unavoidable, the difeafe 
is incurable. For vice prevailing would deftroy not only st 
kingdom, or an empire, but the whole moral dominion of the 
Almighty throughout the infinitude of fpace.’ This is a Ipirked 
paragraph ; hut we hope our own country is not yei in circum- 
fiances bad enough to claim the applications 

Our Author proceeds to illuftrate and confirm his aflerriort 
by quotations from a neat number of writers* ancient and 
modem : his work oonlifts chiefly of thefe collodions ; but he 
intermixes with them many reflections and obfervatidns of hid 
own ; from which we may fele& a few pafiages relative to the 
fiate of manners in this country. 

• In our times, it is fakf, the -rapacity for riches is got to an 
unexampled height. We have not, like the Romans* a temple 
dedicated to y*no Montta \ but every man and every Woman 
feems to have created a temple to money, in their hearts. Not 
fiiat hoarding is the vice of the times : but the cafe is worfe. 
For the voracity of tbofe who diigorge their money as faft ai 
they fwafcow it, is the meft inlatiable. Like the gluttons £s- 
tyrined by Juvenal, who forced thecnfelves to bring up one 
tapper, that they might have the filriiy pleafure of eating two, 
the lame evening, our nobility and gentry, who repeatedly 
beggar them (elves at Mrs. Cornelly’s, dec. are incomparably 
more infatiable than mi&cs, who have no call upon them, but 
that of their avarice merely. Catiline’s charaCtar, in SaHufi, 
fuits a great multitude in our times : Aiiom appetant\ fid fro- 
fyfiu: 

Among the obfervalioos on public diverfions we find tbfe fol- 
lowing account: * The French taught us mafiquemding, which 
has been an aoudement of that fantastical people ever 6 nee the 
days of Charles VI. if not earlier. For in hit time there wad 
exhibited a moft dreadful foone of that kind, which, one would 
hove expeded to cool a little sbehr cagcmefe for soaf%vcradeS 
ever after. The King and five of the court, on occafion of a 
marriage, difguifed tbemfekes like (atym, by covering their 
naked bodies with linen habits, clofe to their limbs, whiob ha# 
bits were bedaubed with rofin, on which down was JUok. One 
of the company, in a frolic, running a light again# one pf 
them, as they were dancing in a tiny, aril the fix were HtflftotJy 
enveloped with flames, and the whole company in a copftoaoo- 
tion, left the fire (bould be communicated .to ail. Nothing WO* 
to be feen or heard but flames or (creams. Tour of thedix difd 
intvto days after, in cruel agonies; oad tlw imho uw* 
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fi&jeft to «r weakneft tK bram, was dverfet by the fright, fo 
that he was aver after outrageous by Acs, and incapable go- 
v eminent. 

4 There are few entertatiments move unmeaning, to foy the 
fcaft, than mdfquesades. Tor the whole mmcent plewfaie sf 
them mhft coufift m the xeady and brilliant wk of Ibe ma£k% 
fumble to the Charaders tney srffbtne. But it cannot be Alps- 
pofcd, that among a thoafand people, ‘there are Mty peifoua 
capable of entertaming by -the readinefesof their w*t» auid their 
judgment in ftfftaining < flamed tharafters. Aeeevdiqgly we 
near of mudh ftupidity pl&pd off on thofe occasions 4 and yet 
the rage after them Continues. 'Wit nuft indeed he at a low 
ebb, when it rs thought witty for a nobleman to 'dflume at w 
njafqucrade the drefa of a turkey-cock. This piece ef wit, lam 
Informed, was really exhibited at a late masquerade at Mas*. 
Cornefly’s. As we know trf nothing charaAerifticdl in a red 
turkey-cock, hut his gabbling, it is not eafy to imagine what 
entertainment e man of quaKty ihould propofeto give a com- 
pany by aflumiog that character. If he bad 'taken the llfcenefb 
of a rook, he might have been « vifiHe fatyr on gameftcr s, 
place m e n , 0ct. -if that of an owl, he mighthave faid toe was e 
deep ftacefmth ; or if he ch o fc a quadruped transformation, ms 
that of an afe, for mflairce, or df a flag, a bull, or any of the 
horned fraternity, he might have* tokl thiofe whoqueflioned him, 
that he was their reprefenrtativem parliament, kc. Obfervinj* 
'the frequency of violated marriage-beds of fete years, and the 
frequent celebrations df mafqoerades, it requires a confidenable 
ft retch of charity to avoid fiifpe&ing a connexion between irtaf- 
-coeradhag and intriguing, Which may account for the eagernefo 
foeWnbythe quality for that Species df diverfion/ ' 

In that part of this volume intended to ftow IbetHsd/e ftatef- 
ttsen attend cm folly to 'the manners of the people, 'wehave’the 
’following paflage : 4 The perverfenefs of ftaeefasen, inalmcft 
dll ages and countries, with refpeft to this part Of their duty* 
to very urifontmate for mankind. Governments hove k mot Im 
'rheix power to ttefheir firbjeflsthe ledft fervice as to their vek- 
grotis belief and mode of Worfbip. On the contrary, when- 
•evertbe'crvH^magJftrate interpofes his (authority in matters, of 
peltefon, othetwHe than in keeprnrgVbe feace ameng mN rdigious 
parties, you may trace everyftep ho has taken by themffehievou* 
wlFe£feHis imespofition has produced, at the feme *me,' that toe 
has it in irispower Co do inexpreWWe femee-to the*, people, tin- 
tier tils tart, *by a flrift attention'to therr manners ‘md beha- 
'trianr. Adrfrrg, «a ftatefmarn, or *a tnagiftrate, who-kves (not 
know this, is very improperly fituated in the high ftation’he 
•fills 5 yerailtifllory exhibits proofs of their inrifcondud iirthis 
They have perpetually harsrfled tbemfolves^and ^ their 
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people about mitten of belief, and forms of worlhip, and have 
negleded the moft important duty of their fundion, the regu- 
lating of the moral and political principles and manners of the 
people. The reaion of this wrong-headed condud is very 
fhameful for our ruler?, viz. because by joining forces with 
thofe of the prieftbood, and labouring for the eftabliflunent of 
what they are pleafed to call the true^hurch, the true faith, &c. 
(which are different in almoft every different country) they open 
to themfelves a dired path to enilaving the people j whereas by 
guiding them into right, moral, and political principles and 
manners, they might enable them to judge foundly of the con- 
dud of thofe in power, and infpire them with a noble fpirit of 
refiftance to tyranny, the moft formidable of all difpofitiona to 
the greateft part of flatefmen. At the fame time that our rulers 
fhew great zeal for the true church, that is, a great delire so 
keep up the facerdotal power, that the priefthood may in rcftorn 
keep up theirs, we fee them make no hefftation to declare their 
' dilbelief of all religion. Chriftianity, according to them, is a 
fidion, but yet the church of England is the only true Chriftiaa 
church. The inferior people feeing thofe of higher ftations 
ranging themfelves on the fide of infidelity, are very touch hurt 
-in their manners. But Chriftianity, for any thing the greateft 
part of our nobility and gentry know, may be either true or 
ialfe. They do not know the ftrongeft objedions, having 
never given themfelves time to examine the Subjed, lb that their 
belief or dilbelief are of very little confequence to the people ; 
but the declaration of their dilbelief (hews very little regard to 
the good of their country.’ 

This volume confilis (befide the index) of 460 pages, nearly 
200 of which are employed in the Conclufion, add refled to the 
independent part of the people of Great Britain, Ireland, and 
the Colonies. 4 1 have (hewn you, fays the Dilquifitor, that as 
things go on, there will foon be very little left of the Britifla con* 

. ftitution, befide the name and the outward form. I have (hewn 

! r ou, that the houfe of representatives, on which all depends, has 
oft its efficiency, and inftead of being (as it ought) a check on 
regal and minifterial tyranny, is in the way to beibon a mere 
outwork of the court, a French parliament to regifter the royal 
edids, a Roman Senate in ’the imperial times, to give the ap* 
pearance of regular and free government, but in truth, to ac* 
complilh the villanous Schemes of a profligate junto, the natu- 
ral con Sequences and unavoidable effeds of inadequate repre- 
sentation, Septennial parliaments, and placemen in the houSe. 
All which (hews the abSolute neceflity of regulating representa- 
tion, of reftoring our parliaments to their primitive annual pe- 
riod, and of disqualifying dependents on the court from voting 
in the houfe of commons. 

* Have 
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* Have I, my good countrymen, impofed oi^ you in the lea# 
Article? Can you ferioufly bring yourfeJves even to doubt^ 
whether the grievances I have pointed opt, be Really fuch ? Do 
you fmcerely believe it po Bible to go on in the track we arc 
pow in ? Is there a Ihadow of confiftency between the prefent 
state of our public affairs, and liberty, fafety, peace, or the 
JSritiih conftitution? While the enemies of your liberties ar^e 
a&ive and vigilant to feize every opportunity for increafing 
their own emoluments, and their own power, and you are 
timid arid thdughtlefs of your, own fafety, will your public 
grievances redrefo themfelves ? Will corruption and venality die 
away of courfe, or will they fpread wider and wider, and takd 
Bill deeper root, till at lad it will become impoflible to eradi- 
cate them ? Look into the Roman hiftory, and fee how corrup- 
tion in the people, arid tyranny in the emperors, went on in- 
Crcafing from Augiiftus to Didius, who fairly bought the em- 
pire, when it was put up to fal^. Look back but a little way 
into your own hiftory. It is but f *6 years fince the Revolution^ 
a very Ihort period, a lifetime ! Yet we haVe not been able, ot 
have not been willing, to keep up, for this fliort time, the con r 
ftitution then fettled, becaufe indeed it was fo imperfectly efta- 
blilhed at that time, and becaufe we have been almoft ever fined 
im tbt bands of a fit if foreign tings, and of flagitious minifters* » 
fcrhich laft have traitofoufly abufed yoiir eafy generofity, and 
have, by introducing corruption, in great meafure, undone what 
was done by expelling the Stuarts . The Handing army, the 
fuimber of placemen in the houfe, the extenfiori of eXcife laws, 
and various other abufes, have crept on ftill increaflftg, till at 
laft they are fettled into a part of the conftitution, and what 
formerly produced fevere remoriftrances, and violent debates iri 
parliament, pafs now unqueftioned, and without debate or di- 
tifion.’ 

Our Author proceeds, with great warmth and energy, to re-* 
prefent to bis countrymen < the fearful and horrid profpe&* be- 
fore them* and to urge them to exert their endeavours againft 
the battening calamity. But what meafures are to be taken irt 
this deplorable date ? Or hcfw can the people prevent tl\e ful- 
filment of his predictions ? In anfwer to fuch queftions lie re- 
plies, * Before all other things, there mutt be eftablifhed a 

grand National association for restor- 
ing THE CONSTITUTION. Into this muft be invited 
all men of property, all friends to liberty, all able commanders* 
& Cm There muft be a copy of the ASSOCIATION for eveiy 
parith, and a parochial committee to procure fubferiprions fro ax 
all pdrfons whofe names are in any tax book, and who are 
willing to join the affOciation. And there muft be a grafld conx- 
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inittee for every county in the three kingdoms, and in the co- 
lonies of America. The obje&s of fuch a general aflocia- 

tion as I propofe are, i. The fecuring of public credit. 2. Ob- 
taining the undoubted fenfe of the people, on the (late of pub- 
lic affairs. 3. Prefenting petitions, figned by a clear majority 
of the people of property, for the neceflfary ads of parliament* 
4. To raife and have in readinefs, the ftrength of the nation* 
in order to influence government, and prevent miftbref. 9 

He acknowledges that it is 4 undoubtedly dangerous for the 
people to be employed in redrafting grievances. When they 
go to redrafting, they generally do great mifehief, before they 
begin redrafting. But this, fays he, is the fault of thofe who 
refill them. If the people roufe to vengeance, woe to thofe 
who ftand in their way. — Perhaps when things come to a crifis, 
which mod probably they will foon, our government may re- 
coiled themfelves fa far as to grant voluntarily, and with a 
good grace, that redrefs, to which the people have an undoubted 
right, and which they fee the people rafolute to have. 9 

This Writer purfues his propofal with great zeal and fpirit, 
anfwers fome objections which may be made to it, and thus 
earneftly entreats the attention of his fellow-fubjd&s : c Will 
you, fays he, will the brave and generous-fpirrted Engliflr, 
10 foon after the expulfion of popery and flavery, will* you fub- 
mit to beenflaved by a handful of your fellow -fubje&s ? Yota 
who have fo often made the mighty monarchs of France and 
Spain tremble on their thrones, and fo lately have made Europe 
ftand aghaft, are you not afhamed to fhew yourfelves afraid of 
a Harley, a Walpole , a Pelham , a Bute, a North ? For either 
you w^re afraid of them, or you fuffered yourfelves to be de* 
ceived by them, which is almoft as fhamefulj or you would 
before now have demanded and obtained, either by petition or 
by force, the correction of the ruinous abufes I have, in tbefe 
volumes, pointed out. 9 

Amidft all this zeal and boldnefs, fome readers perhaps will 
be rather furpri fed to find that this Writer is a North- Briton, 
as we do not generally obferve that thofe of his countrymen, 
who fettle in the fouthern part of this ifland, always manifeft 
the fame fpirit and views. However that may be, he thinks it 
requifite to employ fome pages in defence of our fellow- fubjeda 
in Seotland, as attached to the caufe of liberty, and in cen- 
Turing the Englifh as too inveterate againft them* Whether 
or not he difeovers in thefe observations any biameable degree 
of national partiality, we ftiall leave the readers of this volume 
to determine for themfelves. 

Mr. Burgh concludes this part of his work with faying, 
• Yotrmay depend on it, my good countrymen, that neither 
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Tilling againft the Scots, nor even breaking the union, nor 
maflacring the whole inhabitants of North-Britain, nor any 
popular cry again ft Lord — , or for Mr. — , nor any other 
party objeA, is of confequence enough to be named in a day 
with the reftoration of independency to parliament* They who 
are for this indifpenfable meafure are undoubted friends to Eng-, 
land ; they who are againft it, no matter what banners they lift 
under, they are more defirous of the emoluments of places and 
penGons, than ftudious of the good of their country/ 

This public fpirited Author does not appear to be a party* 
man, or to have conceived high ideas of all who are confidered 
as modern patriots. 4 It could not be pretended, he remarks, 
that an allbciation for reftoring the independency of parliament 
was a party affair.’ And as to petitioning , he obferves, 4 A 
defigning miniflry defires no better than that the people’s at- 
tention to be engaged about trifling grievances, fuch as have 
employed us Gnce the late peace. This gives them an opportu- 
nity of wreathing the yoke around our necks, bccaufe it gives 
them a pretence for incrcafing the military force. Inftrufting, 
petitioning, remonffrating, and the like, are good diverfion 
for a court; bccaufe they know that, in fuch ways, nothing 
will be done againft their power. A grand, national allbcia- 
tion for obtaining an independent parliament would make them 
tremble : for they know that the nation, if in earneft, would 
have it, and that with the ceffation of their influence in parlia- 
ment, their power muft end.’ 

On the whole, if we do not in every particular perfedly coin- 
cide with this Writer, we muft honour and efteem him, as a 
warm friend to the interefts of mankind. If he difcovers a de- 
gree of afperity on any occafton, we muft attribute it to that 
indignation with which an honeft mind muft fometimes obferve 
tbe evils here prefented to our view. He in one place intiiftates 
a hope that fome perfons concerned in ftate affairs may look 
into his book, and take into ferious conGderation fome of the 
fubje&s it contains : we heartily wifh he may not hope in vain* 
How happy would it be for this kingdom fhould men at the 
helm feduioufly concur with both houfes of parliament in en- 
deavouring to remove thofe public evils which are fo glaring 
and fo portentous ! But this is not to be expe&ed from mere 
mercenary minds, or from men of arbitrary principles, nor from 
pretended patriots, whofe real views are nearly the fame with 
thofe of tbe people againft whom they fo violently fet them- 
felves in opposition. 
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Art. IV. Continuation of tie Account of Macpherfon 9 / Original Paper aL 
Sec Review for May. 

T HE Memoirs of James the Second, are, as might be ex- 
pe&ed, large and particular, during the period of the Revo- 
lution. Many things are minutely related by him, and among 
Others the circumftances of his flight ; which, from the Angu- 
larity of that event, cannot avoid being interefting in a conft- 
derable degree. Some of thefe circumftances we have men- 
tioned in the preceding Article. 

It will be doing an ad of juftice to James, to infert his apo- 
logy for part of his condud in Ireland ; though nothing cars 
txcufe his general meafures with regard to that country* 
whether before or after his having been deprived of the crown 
of England. His adminiftration of Irifh affairs, notwithftand- 
ing the beft colourings he could put upon it, muft appeal 
equally impolitic and tyrannical. 

* The King landed at Kinfale, on the 12th of March. Hr 
found a great deal of good will in that kingdom, but little 
means to execute it; which made the Prince of Orange flight 
it to the degree he did. The fear of difgufting the Irifh Ca- 
tholics, on whom he wholly depended, and the hopes of re* 
compeniing fuch PreteftantS as fuffered by the ad for remind- 
ing the ads of fettlement, induced the King, at laft, to give 
his royal afient, though he faw it was highly prejudicial to his 
intereft. Nothing, but the unwillingness to difguft his only 
friends, could prevail with him to foreclofe kimfelf in the adfc 
of attainder, from the power of pardoning thofe comprised in 
It; and to agree to fuch diminutions of his authority, as that 
the ads of the Engliih parliament fhould not be binding in Ire- 
land, nor that writs of error and appeals fhoufd be carried from 
thence to England. It would, without doubt, have been more 
generous in the Irifh, not to have prefled fo hard upon their 
prince, when he lay fo much at their mercy ; and more prudent 
not to have grafped at gaining all, before they were fure of 
keeping what they already poficned. He gave his royal afient*. 
'with gopd will, only to the ad for liberty of conference. 9 

The compofttion of the foregoing pafiage rifes above what 
we ufually meet with in King Jameses Memoirs, as written by 
himfclf : for his ftyle is, for the mod part, mean and incorred 5 
and it is fometimes perplexed and ungrammatical. 

Inflead of James’s own account of irifh tranfa&ions, the Edi- 
tor hath given us two journals, com po fed from the letters which 
that prince received from his generals; and of which fome are 
inferted, as vouchers and illuflrations, in the notes. Theftr 
journals contain a particular relation of what palled in Ireland*. 
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from the 12th of March to the ioth of Auguft, 1689. The 
&ft of thefe journals, whicbjs by far the largeft and moft im- 
portant, may be reckoned, according to Mr. Macpherfon, the 
work of James, from the corrections, alterations, and additions, 
in his own hand. In fuch a work we cannot exped his adions 
to be placed in any other than the moft favourable light, Ne- 
vertbelefs, we find, in one place; a fair acknowledgment of 
the illegality and inj 11ft ice of his proceedings. * His Majefty, 
fays the Writer, gave orders alfo for fearing the goods of abfent 
Proteftants and rebels, making ufe, for chat purpofe, of the 
moft eftedual means which the laws of the country permitted, 
and even going beyond thaVwbere the occafion required.* In this jour* 
atal we have the following vindication of James, from having 
had any concern in the barbarity of Rofen’s conduct, at the 
£ege of Derry, 

• Monfieur de Rofen, at this time, formed a projed, which 
he had in part put in execution before he acquainted his Ma- 
jefty with it ; which was to affemble all the people left in the 
country from Charlemont and a vaft way round, men, women, 
and children, and drive them to the walls of the town, where 
*hey fhould be left to ftarve, except the town fhould either fur- 
•render or relieve them. But his Majefty being informed 'thereof 
was fenfible this adion could not but be every way prejudicial' 
to his fervice, fmee moft of thefe people living at home peace- 
ably, and having either his particular protedions, or relying 
on that general one of his declarations, promising fafety to aft 
that would KturnCo their houfes and live quiet : this was in- 
evitably to depopulate and rum the country, and befides would 
give his enemies occafion fo to reprefent fuch a breach of faitji 
an his other kingdoms, as to difhearten even his beft friends* 
His Majefty therefore immediately difpatched away couriers 10 
all the places where Monf. de Rofen lud fent orders to afiemble 
thefe poor people, commanding governours to forbear from 
doing it at tbeirutmoft peril ; and at rthe fame time commanded 
Monf, de Rofen to defift from any fuch attempt. .He had, 
however, before his matter’s orders copld reach him, afTembled 
above four thoufend men, women, and children, which he 
caufed to be driven to the walls? but fo little eft§d had this 
•proceeding towards perfuading the town to furrender, that they 
iired upon them from the walls, which Monf. de Rofen per- 
ceiving, drew them off and fent them to their homes again. 
The enemy endeavoured to fend away in this crowd many erf 
their lick and weak men ; which would have been of great ad- 
vantage to them in faving their proviiions.’ 

The preceding reprefentation of the fad is confirmed, in *tbe 
notes, by the original letters which palled upon the occafion. 
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We (hill next infert James's apology for hi's retreat to France 
and the account of his receptipp there, after the battle of the 
Boyne. 

c Had the King been able to have waved that decifivc ftroke 
at the Boyne a few weeks, he might have feen the French fleet 
matters of St. George’s Channel, and in a condition either to 
have tranfported him and his army to England, or of hindering 
any fuccours from coming to the Prince of Orange, which was 
what M. Seignelay defigned. Bur the King’s life was a chain 
of misfortunes and difappointments ; fo that what advantages 
the French cot were no ways beneficial to him. His misfor- 
tunes weie doubly fuch, by leflening his credit and intereft 
with his friends as much as it did with his enemies. He wrote 
to Tyrconnel, that he was going to France. He faid he hoped 
to fend more fuccours, and, in the mean time, left them 
50,000 piftoles 1 which was all the money he had. He arrived 
at Brett, on the 20th of July, N. S. He wrote to the Queen. 
He informed her of his misfortunes. He faid,‘ he was fenfible 
that he would be blamed for hazarding a battle. But that he 
had no other poft fo advantageous to defend, unlefs he would 
abandon all without a ftroke, and fuflrer himfelf to be at lalft 
driven into the fea. But as the unfortunate are cenfured al- 
ways more ways than one, fome Mamed him for hazarding too 
much> and others for his quitting Ireland fo foon. That coun- 
fel was, no doubt, too precipitate ; and it it wonderful, why 
Tyrconnel prefled it with fo much earneftnefs; unlefs it was 
from the felicitations of the Queen, who, in a letter of June 
17th to him, entreated him, in the moft vehement terms, to 
fave the King’s perfon at any rate. He, however, ought not 
to have advifed fuch dilhearteninc councils, as to make the 
King abandon a caufe that had ttilf fo much hopes of life. It 
did him great detriment. It was not likely that either his own 
people or the King of France would eagerly maintain a caufe, 
which he himfelf had deferted. But it may be faid, alfo, that 
it was the qnanipious advice of the council, the generals, and 
all perfons about bim 1 there was too an universal panic, as 
appears' from the circurnftance, that even the French officers, 
men of fervice, faw vifions of troops, when none certainly 
could be within twenty miles. This is t^e only excufe for the 
wrong resolution of the King. He had alfo formed a fcheme 
in his own mind, which be found, upon his arrival, had been 
a$ually'laid by the coqrt of France. The French, the King 
knew, were matters at fea, ever ftnee the battle of Bantry Bay. 
They were alfo, fmee the victory at Flerus, confefledly matters 
at land. The King imagined the fooner he got into France, 
fhat he yrould thp foohef convince hia moft Cbriftian Majcfty, 
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tint tbfe only way to break the* league was, to land him, with 
a futtable body of troops, in England* He hoped alfo to fend 
a fquadron to St. George's Channel to prevent the Prince of 
Orange’s return, and to land feme Irilh troops in Scotland. 
This was the chief caufe of his flight. The news of the vic- 
to ry off Beachy- head met him at Bred; and he applauded him* 
fdf exceedingly in that refolution. The King knew of thede- 
fign of fighting the combined fleets. He knew, that M. Seig- 
nelay defigned at the fame time to fend 25 light frigates to St. 
George’s Channel, and to bum ail the (hips on both fides, hut 
f»cb as were neceffary to bring off the King and fome troops.; 
and, by that means, to have kept the Prince of Orange in Ire- 
land. All this well-laid fcheme he knew ; and it was the main 
inducement to his retreat. But the bufinefs was oyer before 
his arrival, as was laid; and neither he nor the French them- 
felves reaped any advantage. The ficknefs of Seignelay hin- 
dered him from going on board as he intended ; which forced 
him to give that comcniflion to the Chevalier de Tourville. 
His negligence in not deftroying the combined fleets was vehe- 
mently refented by Seignelay. Tourville aferibed his want of 
fucceu to the Englifh having taken up the buoys. Seignelay 
(aid, in a paffion, that it proceeded from his cowardice. Tour- 
ville took fire. Seignelay explained himfclf, by faying, that he 
meant only with regard to his conduct ; for there were many 
{of which number he took him to be) qui tjloient poltrons. d$ 
Ujie , qutyquils nt f eftoient point du coear. 

4 The day after the King's arrival at St. Germains, the King 
of France came to fee him, and promifed him all imaginable 
kindnefs and fupport. But when he had laid open his project, 
be received it coldly, and faid, he could do nothing in it till 
he heard from Ireland. The King told him, that there was no 
occafionto bear from Ireland, to convince him t^kat England 
was naked. But his moft Chriftian Majefty was diflatisfied with 
the King’s late conduit, either of himfelfor the infinuations of 
his minifter. He was averfe to another expedition, which might, 
he thought, be as haftily felinquiflied. He pretended an indif- 
pofition, and would not fee the King, till in fa Gt it was too 
late to do any thing. When the King obferved this caufe of 
delay, his patience never in his life underwent fuch another 
trial. The defection of his fubjefts, the lofs of the battle, the 
defertion of his favourites, had never thrown him into fuch de* 
fpair, as this not fuffering him to open his heart to the Prince, 
who was his only friend and fupport in the world. But he was 
deftined to be a vi&im to patience by Providence; which his 
friends, as well as his enemies, exercifed by turns. He even 
prefled to be permitted to go on board the fleet. This was de- 
nied, as nothing, they faid, could be done without land- forcl 9 .' 
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The thresterted junction of the Ele&or of Brandeeburgh whh . 
the Prince of \V*l^eck was the excufe. But this was a poor 
pretence, when the Prince of Orange, with 40,000 anen y could 
be kept from a&ing, bv the other expedient/ 

We are furprifed at the corre< 3 nef$ of the compofition, in the 
pafiage9 now transcribed. We think that we perceive in them 
much of the terfenefs and concifenefs of Mr. Macphcrfon’s own 
flyle ; and yet tb«y are delivered as extradb from James’s Me- 
paoirs. 

In the view which is given, under the year 1692, of the 
diiTatisiadion in England with King William’s government^ 
and the correfpondence carried on with the la$e monarch, we 
are again ahnoft difpofed to fancy that we hear Mr. Macpherr 
fen himfelf fpeaking, focorred is the language, and fo much 
has thp concluding rcfleSionthe air pf coming from $ profeflfed 
hiftorian : 

€ Many bpgin to be diflatisfied with the Prince of Orange’s 
government. The violent current, which had borne down 
every thing before it, abated. The hearts of many remained 
true, though their hands were tyed. Every day cleared up 
piore and more the dark sod hidden contrivances, which bad 
produced the Revolution. The number of the King's friends 
n ere a fed daily. They propofed fchemes for his reftoratron* 
The coirelpondenpe with Churchill was kept up. Though hi* 
©retentions were liable to fufpicion, from his former conduA, 
his profeffions had the appearance of fincerity. There was. 
fome caufe to believe him ; as both he and his mUtrefs, the 
Princefs pf Denmark, were out of favour with the Prince of 
Orange. Neither of them reaped any advantage from their paft 
infidelity, but the infamy of having committed fuch great crimes* 
The moft interfiled may be credited, when they can reafonably 
hope to megfl thpir fortune, and better their condition, by te~ 
fuming to their duty.’ 

We (hall here add, once for all, that the remarks we have 
made, concerning the (lyle of the Memoirs, have repeatedly, 
occurred to us in reading the latter part of them ; fo that we 
could fcarcely help imagining that the Editor muft rather hsv$ 
abridged them, or exprefled the fenfe of them in his own words* 
fhan have contented himfelf with bare extra&s. „ If any jniuf~ 
jfice be done him by hinting a fufpicion of this kind, we mall 
f>e very ready, upon proper convi&ion of it, tot acknowledge 
pur initiate. 

James hath exculpated himfelf, is follows, from having had 
any concern in the defign of aflaflinating King William, which 
was formed in 1696 : 

‘ The King is prefied again to make another attempt; He 
yas prevailed upon, by conceiving the kingdom to be much 
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better difpofed, and the conjunftlire mote ftfv$urtbte. . Sfeforg 
the King entered upori his expedition, he found great difficttl* 
ties about wording his declaratmi, fear the Calais expedition, 
Metfort had been difnxtfied at tbo felicitations of hts friends fe 
JEnglind. Middleton, who fncceeded him, Iras of opinion, 
that the King ought to adhere to hit left declaration. The 
King left St. Germaine, February 28th. The troops intended 
/or the invafion began to dtaw near Dunkirk and Calais, He 
was haftened off too foon, by the court of France. The alarm 
was taken, before thriigs were ripe ; and the intended expedi- 
tion fell to the ground. Betides the misfortunes common to 
thb expedition with the reft of the King’s attempts, it brought 
obloquy upon him, by its being thought that be was privy tty 
or approved of, thedefign on the pCrfen of the Prince of Oratige. 
Certain gentlemen, thinking to do the King good femce by it, 
combined among themfelves. Their firft projed was to fur* 
prize and feizethe Prince of Orange, and carry him imo France. 
Put finding that impra&icable, if they fcrupled his life, they 
were by degrees drawn into a resolution of attacking him'as hie 
came from Hampton Court, or from hunting ; and if th*y 
found no poffibility of carrying him off alive, to make no difli- 
calty of killing him. There is no occation to argue upon this 
point, the King was neither privy to this defign, nor did ho 
CommiSon the perfons $ though he fuffered moft undefervedly, 
both in his reputation and intereft : for thofe unfortunate gen-* 
tlemen, by miftaking meffages on the one hand, and their too 
forward zeal on the other, the moft of them loft their own lives, 
and furnifhed an opportunity to the King’s enemies of renewing 
their calumnies againft him, and fix the people and parliament, 
who otherwife began to waver, in the Prince of Orange’s in* 
tereft more than ever. Crofby, it is more than probable, waa 
employed by the Prince of Orange, to perfuade the King to 
the meafure. His earneftnefs in this, both in words and by 
his letter, requefting permiffion from England, mad" the King 
fufpe& him ; and all the anfwer he made was, that he thought 
him mad/ 

The fiibfequent pefiage is, perhaps, the moft extraordinary 
one that we meet with in James theSecond’s Memoirs. ' It re* 
latee to a private agreement which King William is faid to have 
made during the hegociations for the treaty of Rytwrck. 

4 Though no one could blame the King’s conduit, in thie 
total difclaiming all treaties and accommodations, when he 
found the confederate Princes no ways difpofed to do him juf- 
tke 5 yet there was one article privately ftipulated, which, had 
not the King too haftify rejected, might have rendered his pof- 
terity eafy, and his people happy. His moft Chriftian Majefty 
|ud underhand prevailed with the Prince of Orange to confine 
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that the Prince of Wales (hould fucceed to the throne of Eftg* 
land after his death. That mercenary Prince, it fcems, had 
no great regard to the pretended ends of his coming, nor to the 
a&sof parliament, which excluded the Prince of Wales, and 
all of that perfuafioo, from the focceflxon. He had, under the 
notion of prtferving the church of England, ufurped the king- 
dom; and, now, (that the wook was done) thofe pangs of 
conscience were vatiifhed, and he wfts very eafy on that head, 
and ready to leave the church to Providence for the future, not 
caring under whofe government it fell afterwards^ (b he was 
fee u re of the throne for bis life. For this reafon, he (hewed 
no great averfenefs to the Prince of Wales’s having the prefer* 
ejnee to thofe who were named by the pretended a& of fettle- 
ment. How he would have brought about in parliament this 
matter does not appear ; becaufe it never came to a trial. But 
when this feeming advantage to the family was propofed to the 
King, he could not fupport the thoughts, he faid, of making 
his own child an accomplice to his unjuft dethronement ; fo 
immediately he told his mod Chriftian Majcfty, (who had iirft 
made the overture to him) that though he could fufFer with 
Chriftian patience the Prince of Orange’s ufurpation upon bim 9 
he could never content that his own fon (hould do it too. This 
was a point too nice to be prefled, in cafe of the leaft reluc* 
tancy ; fo nothing more was faid upon it. But had the King 
takemdeifure to weigh more maturely the matter, he might 
have found means, perhaps, of reconciling that apparent in- 
congruity, and for the fake of his fon and pofterity have over- 
looked the injuftice done to himfelf. But the King was better 
at fuffering injuries, than at conniving at them ; and the leaft 
(hadow of an injuftice was enough to damp, in bis acceptation, 
the beftJaid proje# in the world.’ 

To this we (hall fubjoin Mr. Macpherlbn’s relation of the 
fame tranfa&ion, as he has given it in the fecond volume jpf 
his Hiftory, upon the foie authority of the foregoing paper : 

’* The Earl of Portland, on the part of the King of England, 
and de Bouffiers, in the name of Lewis, met between the ar- 
mies and held a conference, on the 10th of July. They met 
again, on the 15th and 20th of the fame month, in the fame* 
manner. But, on the 26th of July and the 2d of Auguft, thejr 
retired to a houfe in the (uburbs of Hall ; and reduced to wri- 
ting the terms to which they had agreed in the field. 

4 The world have hitherto been no left ignorant of the ob-» 
je& of thefe interviews, than Europs was then aftonifhed, at 
fuch an uncommon mode of negociation. As William trullcd 
not his three plenipotentiaries at the Hague, with his agree- 
ment with France, mankind juflly concluded, that a fecret of 
the laft irppof tancp had heen fpr tom time depending between 
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the two Kingt. Tinae has, at length, unravelled the myftery* 
Lewis, unwilling to defert Janies, propofed that the Prince of 
Wales fhotjld fucceed to the crown of England, after the death 
of William. The King, with little befitation, agreed to this 
requeft. He even folemnly engaged, to procure thfc repeal of 
the ad of fettlement ; and to declare, by another, the Prince 
of Wales his fucceffor in the throne. This great preliminary 
being fettled, other matters of lefs importance followed of 
courfe. The fifty thoufand pounds a year, fettled a$ a jointure 
upon King James’s Queen, was agreed to be paid ; though thQ 
money was afterwards retained upon various pretences. On 
the 3d of Auguft, the King left the army, and retired toDieren, 
He lent from thence the Earl of Portlapd, to acquaint the mi? 
pifters afievnbled at the congrefs, that be had fettled his own 
affairs, and thofe of his kingdoms, with France; apd that he 
earneftly preffed the allies, and particularly the Emperor, to 
haften the concLufion of the great work of peace. 

4 Thofe who aferibe all the afttejns of William to public 
fpirit, will find fome difficulty in reconciling this tranfa&ion to 
their elevated opinion of his character. In one conceflion to 
Frapce, he yielded all his profeffions to England ; and, by an 
a& of indiferetion, or through indifference, deferted the prin- 
ciples to which he owed the throne. The deliverance of the 
nation was not, however, the foie obje£f of this Prince. Like 
other men, he was fubjeft to human paffions; and, like them, 
when he could gratify himfelf, he ferved the world. Various 
motives feem to have concurred, to induce him to adopt a mca- 
fure, unaccountable on other grounds. The projected peace 
was to fecure the crown ip his poffeffion for his life. He had 
no children, and but few relations j and thofe he never loved. 
The fucceffors provided by the a£t of fettlement, he either de- 
fpifed or abhorred ; and be feem s hitherto not to have extended 
his views beyond the limits of that a£f. Though James had 
difpleafed the nation, he had not injured William. The fori 
had offended neither. He might excite compaffion, hot he 
could be no obje& of averfion. The fuppofed fpuriogfnefs of his 
birth, had been only held forth to amufe the vulgar; and even 
theft would be convinced, by the public acknowledgment in- 
tended to be made by the very perfon whole intereft was molt 
concerned in tbe fupport of that idle tale. 

* But the fame imprudence which Iqft to the late King the 
crown, excluded, for ever, his poflerity from the throne. He 
told his molt Chriflian Majefty, who had made the firft over- 
ture to him, on this important fubjeft, that though he, could 
fuflrtr with patience the ufurpation of his nephew upon his right, 
$ie could never permit his own fon to be guilty of the fame in- 
juftjee. He urged, that f}iould tbe Ton reign in hu father’s liFc- 
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4ime, that ctrcumftance would amount tot formal renunciatioti* 
: *That the Prince of Wales, by fucceeding to the Prince of 
, Orange, would yield his foie right, which was that of his fa- 
ther ; and being obliged to the people for his elevation, the 
hands which had raifed him, might, at any time, juftly putt 
him down from his throne. That fhould he himfelf be capable 
.Of confenting to fuch a difgracoful propofal, in favour of hia 
fon, he might be juftly reproached with departing from hie 
avowed principles, and with ruining monarchy, by rendering 
oledive an hereditary crown. Befides, that though he fhould 
confent to fatrifice all that he reckoned dear, to a mortal ene- 
my, the Prince of Orange could only promife a thing, which 
he was not, perhaps, able to perform, That the fame parlia- 
ment that had conferred the royal authority on himfelf, had 
fettled the reverfion of the crown on the Princefe of Denmark? 
and that, therefore, by reverfing the ad of fettlecnent, he dis- 
jointed the whole claim which bound the people to hia govern- 
ment. But that ihould even the Prince of Orange induce the 
parliament of England to repeal the ad of fettlement, it would 
be always on condition of having the Prince of Wales placed 
in their hands, without their being able to give any Security 
cither for his perfon or his continence. 

* The laft confideration was not, perhaps, the leaft motive 
of this deluded Prince, for rejeding the only certain profpedt 
that had ever offered itfelf for reftoring his family to the throne. 
The French King, perceiving his obftinacy, urged not further 
a point, of which James himfelf could be the only judge.* 

We fee that Mr. Macpherfon gives full credit to the fa& re- 
lated in the Memoirs 5 and he has grounded upon it, as ufftal, 
fome reflections, to the difadvantage of King William’s cha- 
racter. But there doth not appear to us fufficient reafon for 
yielding our aflent to this narration. The account, though 
printed as part of James’s Memoirs, was, in fad, not written 
by that Prince. This the Editor takes notice of; but obferves, 
that as it was done under James’s own infpedion, and cor- 
roded by himfelf, it pofTefles as much authority, as if written 
by him in his own hand. The proofs, however, of his having 
infpeded the paper ought to have been exhibited to the Public, 
and the particular corrections made by him fhould have been 
fpecified. The paper itfelf has the air of having been compofed 
fome time after the event. It is very ftrange that fo extraor- 
dinary an affair fhould not have been recorded by James hinr- 
felf. It is remarkable, likewife, that no tlraces of this fingulsur 
tranfadion fhould be met with in the original papers, corre- 
fponding to the year 1697. It cannot but be thought furprifing 
that it mould be concealed from James’s confidential friend*, 
that it ihould have no place in Nairne’s Collodions. How 
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lame it, alfo, to pals that the numerous enemies to King Wil- 
liam, who have had accefs to the Stuart Papers, (hould not 
have difcovered and publiihed a faCt fo injurious to his memory * 
and how could it efcape the refearches of the vigilant and in* 
duflrious Carte i 

But, were we to grant all the authenticity and authority t6 
the relation, which Mr* Macpherfon bimfelf could delire, it 
would not fupport the ftruCture he hath built upon it. All 
that can be reafonahly gathered from it, is, that the fcheme 
was propofed by Lewis to James, who gave fucb an anfwer aa 
is represented $ and that it was mentioned to William or his 
ambafTadors, who exprefled no particular difapprobation of it g 
a conduCt which is natural enough to political men, in the 
management of political negociations, even when they have no 
intention of complying with the meaiure fuggefted by the op* 
polite party. For though it is afierted, in the paper, that there 
Was an 44 article privately flipulatcd and that 44 his mod 
Chriftian Majefty had underhand prevailed with the Prince of 
Orange to confent that the Rrince of Wales (hould fucceed to 
the throne of England after his death/’ yet, in the courfe of 
the narration, this account dwindles down to what follows : 
44 He (William) Jbewed no great averfenefs to the Prince of 
Wales’s having the preference to thofe who were named by the 
pretended a Ci of fcttlement.” Neverthelcfe, Mr. Macpherfon 
is pkaled to fay, that King William, 44 with little hefitation, 
agreed to this requeft and that 44 He even folemnly engaged \ to 
procure the repeal of the aft of fettlment ; and to declare , by another , 
the Prince of Wales bis fuccejfor in the throne” 

Many reafons might be drawn from the character, views, an & 
fituation of William, and from the impracticable nature of the 
projeft, to (hew that he could not ferioufly accede to fuch a 
propofal. But obfervations of this kind will eafily fuggeft 
tbcmfelves to our intelligent Readers. 

(To he concluded in another article .) 


Ast. V. The Probability of reaching the North Pole difcuffed \ 4to» 
2 8. 6 d. Heydinger. 1775. 

T HE Hon. Mr. Daines Barrington, having firft propofed 
the voyage to the North Pole, which was afterwards un- 
dertaken by Capt. Phipps, and the event of which is now well 
Jtnown, has, in thefe papers, collected a variety of fads and 
/peculations, in order to evince the practicability of fuch an un- 
dertaking. The papers were read in courfe at two meetings of 
the Royal Society but as the Council , perhaps lefs credulous 
than the Author, or apprehending that they would encroach too 
much on the ordinary limits of their yearly publications, did not 
think proper to admit them into their Tranfaftions , Mr. B. 
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has publiflied them feparately on his own account. It mud b& 
ill owed, that the Honourable Author has beftowed much time 
and labour on the inveftigation of this fubjeCt ; and that he 
has accumulated an amazing quantity of written, traditionary, 
end conjectural evidence, in proof of the poffibility of circum- . 
havigating the Pole. But aftdr ali, when hrs teftimonies and 
arguments are examined, pondere non nutnero , they are far fro mr 
being fo fatisfadory as we could wifh. 

The firft authority which Mr. B. produces is that of one An- 
drew Lukie, who affirmed that, in 1766, he had been as far 
north as 84!° : but unfortunately, when Capt. Robinfon, with 
Whom this deponent had failed, was confulted, it was found 
that they had only reached 82P; and for this reckoning there 
is no other evidence than that of the time ill which they ran 
back to Hackluyt f s Headland . 

Capt. Cheyne failed to lat. 82, but it does dot appear Whether 
this latitude was determined by obfervation or reckoning . 

The ihoft circumftatoial tcftimony is that of Mr. Watt, who* 

20 years ago, failed with Capt. Maccallam, without the lead 
obftru&iort, to 83!°; however Mr. Watt was then only ip ^ 
years of age, and no journal of this voyage can be procured. 

The fame objection, befidc the greater diftance of time, ' 
may be urged againft the authority of Dr. Daillie, who is faid, " 
between 50 and 60 yeats ago, to have penetrated as far as lat. 
88% and to have found * the .weather warm, the fea perfeCUy 
free from ice, and rolling like the Bay of Bifcay.* 

Mr. B. proceeds, in his fecond paper, to colleCt and confirm 
the written evidence which he has met with j but this Teems to 
reft on the fame precarious ground of credibility with the for- 
mer : nor do we think that the difficulties and objections, to 
which it is liable, are obviated by out Author. He is of opi- 
nion that the barrier of ice which prevents the progrefs north- 
wards is only occafional, and that in fome years the fea is clear 
and navigable as far as the Pole. The northern regions round 
the Pole, he imagines, are covered with water, and the reafon 
he offers is that fpeculation of fome geographers, who have fup- 
pofed “ that there (hould be nearly the fame quantity of land 
and fea in both 'hemifpheres, in order to preferve the equili- 
brium of the globe.” And if there be a continued fea to the Pole, 
he apprehends, that it cannot be at all times in a ftate of con- 
gelation. In proof of this point, he examines the variation of 
heat between the Equator and Tropics, and conjectures that it 
may differ as little between the ArCtic Circle and the Pole. A 
free fea is likewife abfolutely neceffary for the refpiration and 
fuftenance of the numerous animals which inhabit it. * If the 
fea is congealed from N. lat. 80 quite to the Pole (Mr. B. 
inquires) when did it thus begin to freeze, as it is well known 
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that a large quantity of fea water is not eafily forced to aflumt 
the form of ice 7 Can it be contended, that ten degrees of the 
globe round each Pole were filled with an incrufted fea at the 
original creation ? And if this is not infilled upon, can it be 
fuppofed, that When the farface of the polar ocean firft ceafed 
to be liquid, it could hare refilled the effefts of winds, cur- 
rents, and tides? I beg leave alfo. to rely much upon the necef- 
fity of the ice’s yielding to the conftant reciprocation of the 
latter ; becaufe no fea was ever known to be frozen but the 
Black Sea, and fome fmall parts of the Baltic, neither of which 
have any tides, at the fame time that the waters of both are 
known to contain much lefs fait than thofe of other feas, from 
the great influx of many frefh water rivers. For this lad rea- 
fon it may likewife be prefumed that the circumpolar feas are 
very fait, becaufe there is probably no fitch influx beyond N. 
lat. 8o, Spitzbergen itfelf having no rivers.’ 

Mr. B. then proceeds to enumerate other rnftances of naviga- 
tors who have gone farther northwards than 8of°; and he adds 
a number of queries and anfwers relating to this northern na- 
vigation. To the whole is fubjoined the communication of an 
anonymous friend, intitled, “ Thoughts on the Probability, 
Expediency, and Utility of difcovering a Paflagc by the North 
Pole.*’ We (hall clofe the prefent Article with an extra# from 
this paper : 

u The great injuftice of rejelling opinions, on account of 
their appearing, at flrft light, paradoxical, or fomewhat incon- 
fiftent with -notions commonly received, having been clearly, 
ihewn, and the mifchievous confequences flowing from it by 
various inftances pointed out ; the foundation of this conjellare, 
that there .may be a paflige near the Pole having been fairly 
Bated, the popular objeXions to it dearly removed, the general 
advantage (that might be expelled from thence) placed in a 
proper light, and the confidence of all the circumftances rela- 
tive thereto with the eftabliihed courfc of nature having been 
alfo rendered evident; there can be nothing more looked for 
refpeding this matter merely in the light of a philofophical 
/peculation. . But if fupporting this had been the only motive, 
thefe reflexions had not employed the time of the Writer, or 
trefpafled fo long on the Reader’s patience. * What then re- 
mains ? To demonftrate, that as the poflibility, practicability, 
and facility of fuch an undertaking have been infilled upon, its 
national utility Ihould be (hewn to deferve conftderation ; and 
that, as it is an obje# of the greateft importance to the public 
welfare, its execution (hould be no longer dolayed. There is 
unqueflionably no country in Europe fo well fituated for fuch 
an enterprife as this. The tranfit from Shetland to the northern 
parts of Alia would, by this way, be a voyage only of a few 
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Weeks, The inhabitants of theie iflands and of the Orkney 
are, and have been for many years, employed id tb« Green* 
land filberies, and the natives of thefe ifles are the perfond 
moftly feiu to the eftablUhmfcnts in Hudfon’s Bay. By thefli 
means they are inured to cold, to ice, and hard liying, and are 
cortftqucfttly the fitted for being employed in fuch expeditions, 
Wnen this (hall be once executed with fuccefs, it will neoef* 
iarily bring us acquainted with new northern countries, where 
ordinary cloaths and other coarfe woollen goods will probably 
be acceptable, new channels of commerce will thereby be 
opened, our navigation extended, the number of our feamenl 
augmented. Without exhaufting our ftrengtb in fettling colo* 
nies, expoftng the lives of our Tailors in tedious and dangerous 
voyages through unwholefome climates, or havitig any ot het 
trade in profpe& than that of exchanging our native commodi- 
ties and manufactures for thofe of other countries. This, if it 
•could be brought about, would, in the firft inftarice, convert 
a number of bleak and barren iflands into cultivation* conneA 
them and their inhabitants intimately with Britain, give bread 
So many thoufands, and, by providing fuitable rewards for many 
different fpecics of induftry, encourage population* and put ant 
eafy and effe&ual period to the mifehiefs and fcandal of emigra- 
tions. Tbe benefits derived from thefe difeoveri^s, and the 
commerce arifing from them, will neccffarily extend to all parts 
pf our dominions. For however fit the poor people of thofe 
iflands may be for fuch enterprifes, or however commodious the 
ports in their countries may be found for equipping and receiv- 
ing vefieb employed in thefe voyages, yet the commodities* 
manufactures. Sc c. muff be fumifhed from all parts of the Bri- 
tifh empire, and of courfe be of univerfcl advantage. Thefe* 
as they are true, will, it is hoped, appear juft and cogent rea- 
sons for wishing, that a project which has dwelt in the mouths 
and memories of fome, and in the judgment and approbation of 
a few, from the time of Henry the Eighth , fhould be revived, 
and at length, for the benefit of his fubjeds, carried into effe&» 
under the aufpices of George the Third • 


Art- VI. Whitaker’s Hiftory of Mancbefter 9 continued. See Review 

for June. 

W E have already travelled with our copious Author thro* 
the firft fix chapters of his book. In the feventb we 
find an account of the general ceconomy of the town of 
chefter, under the Saxons, and the cuftoms, manners, and drefa 
of its Saxon inhabitants. As the polity of their town cad be 
interefting only to the Mancunians, we (hall leave it to tbeir 
particular inquiries * but as their civil and criminal proccfles iat 
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Ae Saxon times would moft probably refemble thofe of the na- 
tion, we (hall take notice of tfyem en fajfant . 

‘ In all civil attions, this was the common law of the borough. 
No man might bring his neighbour to an oath of purgation, unlefs 
he had judicially commenced a profecuticn againll him. If any 
fued a burgefs for debt and the defendant acknowledged it, the 
borough reeve afiigned him the eighth day aftenyards, for his ap- 
pearance before him and the payment of the mouey. And, if the 
debtor attended not at the time, he was f.ned twelve-pence to the 
lord and eight-pence to the borough reeve, and compelled to pay 
both the debt and coils. But if any commenced an adion, and 
could not procure fufficicnt fureties for the" profecution, he might 
afterwards forego his fuit without incurring a forfeiture. If a bur- 
gefs was impleaded before the day of the laghemoce and appeared at 
at, he was conilrained to anfwer immediately without excui'e or de- 
lay, or fubjeded to a fine for default. And, if he was not impleaded 
before the meeting of the court, he was excufed from anfvvering for 
the firft day. li any one had foliowed a complaint agaiiift himfelf 
for three court-days, and had atteilation from the borough-reeve and 
bis neighbours of the pertmote, that the appellant had not appeared 
to make good his allegation, he was not obliged to put in any re- 
ply to him afterwards. And a burgefs might arreft any man for his 
debt, that was found within the precin&s of the borough, whether 
be was a knight or not, and (as it was added after Chrillianity was 
introduced) whether he was a pried or clerk. If he lent any thing 
to a villain in the borough, and the day of payment was elapfed 5 
be took a mortgage of the perfon in order to fccure the money, de- 
livered it up eight days afterward to his fureties, and obliged them 
to anfwer the gag$ or debt. Mortgages of land were well known 
among the Saxons, and generally ailigned, as the common convey- 
ances were executed, in the prefence of the hundred or county-court. 
Thus we find ten bovats in Lincolnlhire aitelled by a jury to have 
been invadiata or mortgaged for three pounds, during the reign of 
the Confeflbr. And a nobleman in Kent about the year 906 bor- 
rowed thirty pounds from one Goda, and gave him the townfhip of 
Cowling as a fecurity for it. If a perfon lent any thing to another 
without a witnefs, the borrower was not obliged to anfwer him for 
it. And, even if he had a witnefs, the party might deny the fatt 
upon oath, and refer it to the compurgatory oaths of two men. 

* In criminal a&ions, the common law of the borough was this. 
]f any challenged a burgefs for thefc, the borough reeve attached 
him to anfwer at the leet, and Hand to its determination. And, if 
a burgefs perfonally injured another within the borough, it was the 
duty of that officer to attach him by pledge or furety, if he could 
be found out of his own houfe. But if he contended with any one 
in anger, (truck him without drawing blood, and afterwards gained 
the ffielter of his own houfe before he was attached by the borough- 
reeve; he was not obnoxious afterwards to any profecution from the 
governor. He was at liberty to make a private reconciliation with 
the injured party : and, if that could not be effected, the quarrel 
was compromised in the public court, and no forfeiture incurred to 
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the reeve. And afterwards, when Chriflianity introduced a reve- 
rence for the Sunday, if a burge/s wounded any one from the ninth 
hour, or three a-clock in the afternoon, of Saturday to Monday 
morning, he forfeited no lefs than twenty (hillings to the lord. 

* Every one was equally obliged and allowed to anfwer for his 
wife and family. And the wife, in return, was permitted to anfwer 
for her hufband, if he was accidentally abfent from the town ; to 
pay his farm or rent to the borough* reeve, to attend for him (as I 
have already (hewed) in the portmote, and even profecute any ac- 
tion for him. But, if a villain fued a 'burgefs for any thing, the 
latter was not obliged to anfwer him, unlefs he brought his caufe in 
the name of a burgefs or fome other lawful man. By the effential 
principles of the feudal fyftem, the native villain was naturally fo 
little a lawful, law- worthy, or free man, that even after his manu- 
tniflion had been purchafed from the lord by another, and even after 
he had been accidentally honoured with knighthood, if he was pro- 
duced as ptvitnefs or appeared as a profecutor againft any but his 
former matter, the tindure of his original condition was fuppofed to 
continue upon him, and the teftimony and profecution weie equally 
teje&ed.’ 

Mr. Whitaker has given an etymology of the word Squirt 
different from our general idea of it ; 

• The appellation of Efquire, indeed, h univerfelly fuppofed to 
be Norman in its origin. But it is not. This the popular ufe of 
the term among our peafancry, at prefent, very llrongly fuggefts to 
us. And fome monuments of the Saxons (hew it. There we meet 
with the word, in its correfpondent term of the Latin language. To 
every one of my efquires, fays the good King Alfred in the Latin 
tranflation of his will, cuilibet armigtrtrum meorum , I give a hundred 
marks. If there be any furplufage of my efFeds, he fubjoins id 
another place, I will that my efquires and their attendants, and all 
that are with them in my retinue, armigeri met cum <v ale Bit, tt omnes 
qui cum ipfit in Jer*vitio meo exifiunt, have the diftribution of if. 
And the term is ufed equally in the laws of the Con fe (Tor, all the 
feigniors of manours being ordered to have their knights, their 
efquires, and their menials, item ifti fuos armigeros , under the jurifh 
did ion of their own court. But the origin of it may be carried (HU 
higher; and the name and the office are both derived from the Bri- 
tons Tacitus, fpeaking of Cartifmandua the Queen of the Bri- 
gantes, reprefents her as repudiating her hufband Venutius, and 
tilting Vcilocatus, his efquire, to her bed and throne, armigerum 
c/us , relkcatum, in matrimonium rcgnumque accepit • And the term is 
truly Britiffi ; YfgCiyder and Sciather, which in tho Britifh pronun- 
ciation would be Ei'quier and Squier, fignifying a fhield-bcarer in 
the Welfh and Irifh ; and Sguibher being ufed in the latter for a 
fquire to this day, Yfgwier for an efquire in the former, and Skucr- 
ryon for fquires in the Cornitti.’ 

The following fhort anecdotes relating to education, in thofe 
rimes, will be curious to thofe who are not deeply coovcrfant in 
antiquities: 

? The 
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‘ The education of a merely military age principally confided of 
Ibofe bodily exercifes, which taught the pupil an expertnefs in the 
management of his arms, and prepared him for the gracefuller dis- 
charge of the duties of war. Even the bufinefs Qf it was made up 
of the fame exercifes, the kindred diverfions of the chace, and the 
fofter engagements of fociety. And the refined employ of the ftudy, 
that brighteft colour in the fecular fcenery of life, was utterly un- 
known almoft. Thefe cares formed fo confiderable a part in the 
education of the young, that both Alfred a«nd Charlemagne provided 
mailers for their fons, as foon as ever their age would allow it ; and 
had them carefully trained up in the equal difcipline of arms and 
hunting. They likewife claimed f p i large a fhare even of the bufi- 
nefs of the adult, that the latter, among his complicated fchemes of 
conqueft, employed himfelf daily in the exercifes of riding and hunt- 
ing; and even the former, amid the more engrofling attentions to 
the public prefervation, pra&ifed all the arts of hunting and hawk- 
ing with unremitting induflry, and even fometimes employed hi* 
vigorous underftanding in improving them, reforming fome of the 
cufiomary ufages, and inftru&ing his falconers, hunters, and dog* 
boy 5 in others. And, while thefe were the principal obje&s of ac* 
live life, Charlemagne was never taught to write or Alfred to read i 
and the latter continued unable to read till he was thirty- eight," and 
the former to write as long as he lived. 

• The education of the women was dire&ed by the fame fpirit. 
The daughters of Charles were bred up merely to carding and fpin- 
ning; and thofe of the firft Edward among the Saxons to fpelling 
and reading during their infancy, and fpinning and needle-work in 
their riper years. And thefe manual attentions were very prudently 
taught them, to fill up the many large vacuities of an unlettered life 
with an innocent and reputable employ.* 

The marriage contrafls of the Saxons feem to have been al- 
mod as mercenary as thofe of our own times 3 but conjugal vir- 
tue was better guarded. 

* When a Saxon gentleman paid his addreflcS to a lady, and foe 
and her friends approved of the overture, the latter appointed ft 
Fopi-ppeca, a prolocutor 'or attorney,, and commiffioned him to fettle 
the preliminaries in her and their name. The forfpreca entered im- 
mediately into conference with the fnitorand his friends* And thefe 
formally avowed the gentleman’s regard for the lady, and engaged 
in a joint fiipulation to maintain her. The lover then fignified the 
allocation or fettlement which he intended to make upon her. And 
the Saxon fettlements were of two natures; one exactly fimilar 1 6 
the modern, and commencing only after the death of the bufoand ; 
and the other taking place immediately on the marriage, and con- 
fidered as a prefent for the wife’s acceptance of him. The propor- 
tion of both was left to the determination of the parties. But thl 
lady by law might require for the former one half of the hiifoand's 
property, and eventually^ in cafe of ifiue by the marriage, and unr- 
Jefa ihe married again, the whole of it. And the latter was conveyed 
to her in full and aftual right, not merely for the term of hef hfe# 
hat for ever ; was difpofable by her tefiament, and defeended with- 
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out it to her heirs. Thus was the wife folemnly purchafed by the 
hulband, and actually ccnildered as his bargain by the law. In the 
raoft ancient budy of the Saxon inllitutes, is a provifion very kindly 
made for the ratification of thefe mercantile tranfatfions, and re- 
quiring, “ if a man cheapened and purchafed a maid, and the bar- 
gain was fair,’* that the agreement (hould be valid ; but, if there 
was any unfairnefs in the contraft, that then 44 the woman (hould be 
carried back and the man (hould have his (hot again.'* And in a 
fccond law, equally venerable for its antiquity and equally curious 
for its fimplicity, it is alio provided, if a freeman lie with a free* 
man's wife, that the injurer (hall be fined, •* (hall purchafe the in- 
jured another with his own (hot, and bring her to himt" 

* Thefe important particulars beir.g adjufted, and the future huf» 
band and his friends ha\ing covenanted to the performance of the 
conditions, the relations of the lady came, affianced their kinfwoman 
to him, and accepted his troth. And that implement of betroth- 
ment among ourfelves, the ring, was ufed in the Saxon formality of 
engagements. The inveltiture of offices was originally adminiftered 
by the Britons, as it continued for many ages among us, by the 
formal delivery of one. But the ring was a&ually ufed in the cere- 
mony of beirothment by the Germans, was exprefsly bellowed as 
the pledge of a future marriage, and gave the engagement an in- 
violable fandlion. And, if .the hulband intended to carry his wife 
out of the barony, he and his friends covenanted to the good ufage 
of her ; and fiipulated to her relations, if (he committed any of- 
fence againft the law, and was unable with her own property to dif- 
charge the fine for it, to allow them to come and anfwer for her. 

4 The marriage was then celebrated in the manner of our prefent 
cfpoufals, the woman being prefented to the man, and (at lead af- 
ter the introduction of Chrilhanity) a prieft invoking the bleflings 6f 
heaven on their union. The wife retained in her own pofleffion by 
the law, and even for fome ages after the Conqueft, the keys of her 
own bopeejin or treafury, of her own cypte or cheft, and of her own 
tege or clofet. And (he retained the keys of all fo abfolutely free 
from the controul of her hu(band, that, if llolen goods were found 
reported in any of them, then, and then only, the wife was deemed 
acceffory to the theft- But divorces were allowed by the Saxons at 
the pleafure of the parties, as among the Britons before. And, 
equally as among the Britons, their marriages were frequently in~ 
celtuous. It reflects however a peculiar honour on the Saxons, that 
thofe ebullitions of animal pafiion which break out with fo much 
violence, even in the prefent and civilized drfpofition of the affec- 
tions under the influence of Chriliianity, and often deftroy the faireft 
feenes of perfonal and family happinefs, were kept by them under n 
ftrift controul. Adultery was puniflied equally with murder, and 
fcarcely known among them. And fornication or keeping was pu- 
niihed with confiderable feverity, even by the tenour of their ancient 
confticutions.' 

Mr. Whitaker has given us the following ihort account of 
ihc drefs of our anceftors : 

‘ h 


Digitized by LiOOQle 


WhjtajcerV HIJiory of McwchtJUr* 133 

* It is carious to examine, but difficult to afcertain, tbe peculiar 
dreffes of the Saxons. Thefe were mod probably a mixt affemblage 
of their own original garments and the Roman Britifh habits. They 
certainly imitated the drefs of the Britons in fome particulars, as the 
Franks alfo adopted a part of the Gallic wardrobe. And both were 
probably uniform and the fame, through the long courfe of the 
Saxon period. The Saxons were not liable, like us, to the multi- 
plied innovations of foreign commerce and the flu&uating fopperies 
of imported luxury. 

4 The drefs of the Franks in the eighth century is deferibed with 
iome particularity by a cotemporary hittorian, in noting that of 
Charlemagne. And the whole is too curious in itfclf, and too 
nearly conne&ed with the Saxon hittory, not to be called out into 
notice. The monarch, fays his fecretary and biographer Eginhart, 
dreft in the ufual mode of the French at this period. Ciofe to his 
perfon he wore a lhirc and drawers of linen. And he had breeches 
over the one, and a waiitcoat, edged with filk, ever the other. He 
had' (hoes on his feet, and garters round his thighs. And in winter 
he j* ore a fliort fur cloak, made of otter {kins, and covering his bread 
and Ihoulders. Such was the very fimple manner, in which a French 
monarch then drell himfelf! Such were the imperial robes of a Char- 
lemagne ! And tbe author with an unneceffary circumilantiality fub- 
joins, that this was little better than the drefs of the common people. 

* The exterior garment of our iflanders was the Britilh Sagum or 
lrilh Cocula, denominated the former by the Franks and the latter 
by the Saxons ; which now covered the head, fell down in a cloak- 
like form over the body, but reached only to the middle of the thigh. 
It carried a large (hag on the outfide, was ornamented in the Roman 
manner with Clavi, frequently decorated with winding ftripes, and 
coloured over with frarlet. And this mantle continued in equal u(e 
among the IriQi and French, below the middle of the lalt century. 
The ftockens and breeches were of linen, fattened above the knee by 
fafciolx or garters, that were drawn twitting and worming about 
tbe thigh. And the foot and adjoining part of the leg were lheathed 
in the Britifh half boot, which was made fometimes of leather and 
fometimes of hides, and laced to the leg by long ttraps, that lapped 
over the ftockens, the breeches, and the gartering of both. The 
Saxons wore alfo gloves, an article of drefs which feems to have been 
firft introduced by the Romans, adopted by the Britons, and trans- 
mitted to the Saxons. The fhirt was of linen, the hair was kept 
ftiort, and the beard was {haven. And the hair of their kings was 
dreft and ornamented with an expenfive gaiety of luxury, unknown 
even to the Queens of thefe modern ages, but evidently borrowed 
from the molt effeminate of the Roman princes. Thus Athelttan 
bad his yellow locks inwreathed with threads of gold; juft as Corn- 
modus wore his, all glittering with golden fprigs, 

* But there was o he particular' in the Saxon appearance, which 
not only formed a ftriking contraft to this foppery of their kings, 
but was very extraordinary in itfelf. They retained to the laft the 
rude cuttom which they had received from the Provincials, and 
ftained all the naked parts of their bodies with paint; making va- 
rious inciiions in their Belli, exa&ly in the Britifh manner, and them 
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dropping dies into the wounds. And, to compleat the British 
figure, they wore bracelets on their arms, a chain about their neck9, 
and a ring on their third finger; the two firft being generally made 
of gold among the higher orders, and the lad invariably with ali. 

* The drefs of the women, in all probability, was pretty nearly 
the fame. And the Sagum particularly was worn by the French wo- 
men about St. Maloes, little more than a hundred years ago. Only 
the Saxon females wore caps of linen. And in the Roman mode, 
which they had adopted from the Britifh ladies, they decorated them- 
fclves with vittae or bands, frequently framed of gold, and bending 
in fair half-moons upon^heir heads/ 

The eighth chapter is employed in inveftigating the true 
prigin of our prefent language, letters, weights, and coins, and 
the pofitive and comparative prices of things before the con-? 
queft. This is fo curious and interefting a chapter that we 
need make no apology to our Readers for admitting it. 

* In the wildnefs and extravagance, with which the Saxon-Britiflt 

J >art of our hiftory has been hitherto treated, the Britons are univer- 
aUy fuppofed to have been exterminated by the fword of their con- 
querors, and to have left the Saxon parts of the ifiand inhabited 
lolely by Saxons. And, in the natural progreflion of error, the lan- 
guage of the Saxons and ourfelves has been therefore aflerted to be 
as pure and unmixed as the nation, and $s little tinftured with thq 
words as this was with the blood of the Britons. We have even 
feen the procefs of the reafoning boldly inverted by the great Lexi- 
cographer of our language, and the aflerted fewnefs of Britifh words 
in it made a ftrong argument in favour of extermination. And all 
our writers have agreed, that the prefent dialed of England has 
flreamed from the purefl fountains of Germany, and carries fcarcely 
the fmalleft taint with it from any accidental influxes of Britilh. 
This account has been repeatedly given and never contradi&ed, and 
lias therefore been recently urged with the ftrongeft confidence, and 
is now become a regulr.r part of the philologers faith. But the opi- 
nion is as erroneous as it is general. The abfolute extirpation of 
the Britons, and the complete plantation of England by the Saxon 
adventurers, is fuch a ftrange and monflrous opinion, fomething fo 
infinitely beyond all the ufual confequences of corquefts, and indeed 
all the pofiibilities of population, as fhould Shock even the credulity 
bf romantic belief. And I have already (hewn it to be abfolutely 
ftlfc in fa£l. The reduced Britons remained under the dominion 
of their conquerors, mingled with them in the towns, and incor- 
porated with them in the country. And the nature and flare of ouc 
prefent language ftrikingly coincides with the account. The old 
Britifli has been hitherto an unknown and qnpradifed wildernefs, to 
ilmofl all our writers on the origin of the Eoglifli. Scarcely one 
of them had obtained the fmallefl acquaintance with the ground ; 
and even fuch had only fkirted the borders, and hoveijtd about the* 
confines of it. And yet, with* a raflinefs that is very uncommon in 
fome and highly condemnabie in all, they have prefumed to fpeak 
of what they knew themfelves not to underftand, and to pronounce; 
decisively on a fubjeft, of which they were confcious that they had 
< a obtained 
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cfctaSaefl no information. Hence the extermination of the Britons 
wl is averted as a pofitive fad or inferred as a rtrongly prefuraptive 
■one, in oppofition equally to good fenfe and decifvve tertimony. And 
the English was affirmed to be genuine and unmixt Teutonic, though 
the traces and lineaments of the Celtic are plainly impreffed upon 
the front of it. 

• As the Saxons were originally derived from the broad Hem of 
the Celtae, their language was originally Celtic. This they necef- 
farily carried with them on their migration acrofs the Rhine. And 
they as naturally retained it in their new pofTeffions on the Elbe. 
But the Germans, a nation diftinguifhed from the Celtae by the dif- 
ference of their religion and the diffimilarity of their language, pre- 
vioufly to the days of Csefar had invaded that ample continent, and 
fubdued moft of the Celtic colonies upon it ; having in his time ex- 
tended t heir dominions to the Rhine, and even carried their arms 
into GauL This expedition appears from the hirtory of the German 
idolatry, which I fhall give hereafter, to have been made not more 
than eighty or a hundred years before the time of Cafar. And the 
German tribe, that particularly fubdued the Saxons and Angles, 
feeras pretty plainly to have been the Jutes. Thefe, under the con- 
daft mod probably of their king Woden, paired over from the fhore 
of Scandinavia into Germany foon after the beginning of the fourth 
century, and reduced the neighbouring Angles and baxons. Hence, 
on the invalion of Britain by a body of Jutes, and on application to 
Jatland for an additional fupply of troops, levies of Angles and re- 
cruits of Saxons were immediately detached to them. And the com- 
mandants of thefe fuccours, equally with the firft commandants of 
the Jutes, were all defeended from Woden ; the conquered countries 
having been affigned in large appanages to the fons of the King. 
The conquerors naturally ccmmunicated their language to the con- 
quered. All three communicated it afterwards to the reduced Bri- 
tons. And the dialeft of Germany was now firft heard, and for ever 
planted, in the precinfts of Manchefter. 

• The Britiih appellation of Mancenien, and the Roman one of 
Mancunium, had been previoufly changed into the prefent denomi- 
nation of Manchester. The addition of Carter to the initial ry lia- 
ble oF the name, as the Roman nature of it (hews, was made at the 
only period in which the language of Italy was familiar to the Britifh 
ears and Britiih tongues, the long one of the Roman rertdence among 
ns. And this aDg^llation, by which the Mancunium of the Ro- 
mans is fo greatlycelebrated in moil of the commercial parts of the 
world at prefent, feems to have been afTumed as early as the firft 
or fecond century ; fince Tamea beyond the Friths, a country finally 
relinquifhed by the Romans in 170, was previoufly denominated a 
pherter by the conquered Caledonians, and is now called Brumchef-. 
ter therefore by the inhabitants of Athol. Current among the Bri- 
tons, the name of Manchester was equally received and retained 
by the Saxons. And it has aftually continued for ftxteen or feven- 
teen centuries, and is likely to continue to the clofe of time ; an ap- 
pellation exaftly of the fame fignificance with Mancenion, and only 
importing, like it, the place of tents. But mod of the more remark- 
fble objefts about the town, at this period, exchanged their Britiih 
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denominations for Saxon. And even one of the rivers, even the 
monarch of the Mancunian currents, now refigned up its original 
same of Belifama, and received another ; from the marfhes and 
marfhy meadows, that ikirt its channel on both Tides in one continued 
line to the Tea, obtaining the deferiptive denomination of Merfc-ey, 
Mcrf-ey, or marihy water. 

4 At the time of bo;h thefe conquers, however, the Jutifh or Ger- 
man language would naturally receive a large colony of Celtic word* 
into it. And, in confrquence of both, the Englilh retains to this 
day fuch a collection of Celtic terms, as nothing but an adual colla- 
tion of the languages couid induce us to believe. Many words in- 
deed have undoubtedly been loik in one dialed, and fo left the kin- 
dred terms of the other without any trace of the original correfpon- 
dence at prefent. Many Englilh terms of a Celtic original, alfo, 
have had their defeent effedually difguifed by the primitive inflexions 
or later fubflitutions of their conflituent letters. And yet, befides 
thefe, befides the many Celtic words that might afluredly be difeo- 
vered in the Englifh, on a flrider examination of both languages ; 
and befides fuch as an author is afraid to produce, left he ihould 
feem to his own judgment to be fancifully over-llraining the point, 
and catching at ideal fimilariiics ; there remains a large catalogue of 
three thoufand Britifh terms, difcoverable even now in the Englifh. 
Of thefe 1 fhall lay before the reader a few only, fome of the mod 
remarkable and finking inftances that occur under the three firfl letters 
of the alphabet, and fuch as may relieve the tedioufnefs of a voca- 
bulary by their novelty and ufe. To bring more of them into the 
work, would obflrud the progrefs of the hiflory too much, and give 
one topic, however curious and new, too difproportionable a fhare 
of the whole. And to have clofed the proof merely with a few ex- 
amples ; not to have gone over two or three letters of our language 
with a fleady, though painful, regularity, and not to have given a 
complete view of its britifh genius and complexion under them 5 
would have been a kind of unfaichfulnefs to the fubjed, an unfair 
defertion of the argument, and an equal injuBice to it and my 
readers.* 

After this follows a fpecimen of an Englifh- Britifh Di&ion- 
ary, a work of fo rare and extraordinary erudition, that the 
world of letters cannot be too cordially congratulated on the 
profped of its completion. We fhall give only the letter A. 

4 ADDER-COP n . f . a fpider, Manchefler, Xtf^-coppa, Saxon. 

1 Atter-cop n . f % a fpider’s web, Cumberland — 

4 Cob-wed n . f . thcTame \ kop -< web y Dutch # ] — 

4 Cop-web n , f . the fame, Manchefler. 

* The exad coihcidence of the Mancunian dialed with the Welfh, 
in this ilrange appellation for the fpider, adder-cop, and in its de- 
rivative cob-wi l, is as remarkable in itfelf as it is curious in its 
confequence. The Welfh language alone can illuflrate the meaning 


• 4 All that is inferted betwixt crotchets is the property of Dr. 
r ihnfon cr his author. And the edition of the Englifh Didionary, 
ftbich is here quoted, is {he third or that of 1765/ 
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mf the words above. And this it does very happily. The fpidfer is 
called in Welfh Coppyn, Pryf Coppyn, and Adyr-Cop. Thefe 
names literally fignify the top infett, the top-bird, and the top. 
And they were originally applied to the fpider probably, frpm its 
conftant appearance at the top of the Britiih houfes within, which 
rofe, as I have Ihewed before, all open from the ground floor to the 
ceiling, and would therefore afford a hofpiuble fhelter to the fpiders 
in their lofty tops. 

* ADDLfc adj . rotten Tfrom at>eV a difeafe, according to Skin- 
ner and Junius, perhaps from jbel, idle, barren, unfruitful)— Hadl 
(Wellh) in a decay, ruinous, or rotten ; Hadlu (W) to putrify, to 
wax rotten, or to be corrupted ; and Hadledd (W) corruption or 
jottennefs. 

* AGOG adj . in a flate of longing defire [a word of uncertain 
etymology ; the French have the term a go go in low language, as/Zr 
vivent a gogo , they live to their wifh : from this phrafe our word 
may be perhaps derived] — This word, thus obfeured by the attempt: 
to illuftrate it, may be fet in its proper light by the following ar- 
rangement. And the genius of our language, in the progrefiive 
formation and the mutual relation of its terms, will be laid open at 
the fame time. 

4 Joe n.J. a flight pufh or fliake [from the verb] — 

4 Jog *u. a . to puih or fliake flightly [Jbocken, Dutch]— 

* Jog n . to be flightly fhaken — 

4 Joe <v. m. to trot flowly, which flightly Ihakes the body— 

4 Jogger n.f. one who trots flowly [from jog \ — 

4 Shog <v. n, to jog, to go on uneafliy, Manchefler — 

4 Shog v. a. to ihake any thing : fee next word for Dr. Johnfon’s 
etymon — 

4 Shog a violent fliake [from Jbock ] — 

4 Shock n.f. a fliake [choc French, Jbocken , Dutch] — 

4 Shock *v. a, to (hake violently [Jbocken , Dutch] — 

‘Shake v. a t to put into a vibrating motion [r c e* c *o» Saxon ; 
Jbec&ew, Dutch] — 

4 Shake <v. n. to have fuch a motion — 

4 Shake n,f. the motion itfelf [from the verb] — 

4 Quake *v . ». to (hake [epacan, Saxon]— 

4 Quake n.j\ a fliake [from the verb] — 

4 Quag-mire n.f. a fhaking rnarfh [that is, quak$*mire \ — 

4 Quag n.f* the fame : unnoticed by Dr. Johnfon— 

4 Wag *v. a . to move or fhake any thing flightly [p*5 tan * Saxon ; 
waggen, Dutch] — 

4 Wag a/, tt. to be in 'quick or ludicrous motion — 

4 Wag 7i. f. properly a man of ludicrous geftures, or an ailing 
droll ; now a jefttfr in general fpoejan, Saxon, to cheat] — 

4 Waggle <v. n. to move from fide to fide [<waggbeltn 9 Ger- 
man] — 

4 Wackfr <v. n. to move quickly or fhake tremuloufly, as the 
teeth do on a very cold day, Manchefler — 

4 Joggle a/, n. to fhake: no etymon in Dr# Johnfon— 

1 Goggle v. a. to move about : no etymon— 

f Cockle 
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* Cockle <u. n . to move haftijy about in little broken waves, % 
ftilor’s term, applied t6 the Tea — 

* Cockle n.f a tremulous weed [coccel, Saxon]— 

* Goggle-eyed adj . one whofe eyes are continually moving 
about, and looking out at every corner of their fockets; and lo 
(quint-eyed [r c *sl ejen, Saxon] — 

* Gig n.f. any thing that is whirled round in play, as a top, a 

final] notched board* with a firing, &c. [etymology uncertain] — ^ 

‘ Jig n.f a light defultory dance or tune [giga >. Ital. ge/ge, Teu- 
tonic, a fiddle]— 

* Jiggum-bob n.f. any pretty piece of moving mechanifm [a 
cant word] — 

* Gig n.f a moving machine ufed in duelling cloth, Lanca- 
shire— 

4 To set urON the gig, a proverb, Lancalhire, to put a xn*n 
upon an enterprize, to fet him in motion to any thing — 

4 Agog adj . in its firlt fenfe a perfon fet upon a gig, and, fe- 
condarily, one whofe will is all in motion to an object — 

1 Thefe words, we fee, are fo many dreams from the fame foun- 
tain. And that is a Britilh one. Cogail (Wellh and Armoric) Go- 
gail (Howel Dha A. D. 942) Gigal, Queiguel, Kigel (Cornilh) 
Qneiquel (Armoric) and Cuigeal (Irifh) fignify a diftaff or fpindle ; 
fo called from the fwiftnefs of its revolutions in fpinning, and there- 
fore a fit emblem of any thing lightly moving about. Gwgun (W) 
alfo is a whirl, a gig, or a little top, and Ciogal (f) is a little top 
likewife. Gogim (I) is to make gelliculation, Gogach ( 1 ) is either 
wavering or reeling, and Cogal (I) the weed cockle or the beards 
of a barley-ear, fo called from the tremulous motion of both in the 
fmallell wind. Guag ( 1 ) is a light, giddy, fantaflical fellow, a 
whimfical, unfettled, and capricious perfon ; and Guag Eilyn, Guag 
Yfprid a phantom or ghoB. And Y-Sgogi (WJ fignifies tw 
wag or to move from a place, and Stylo (W) to (bake or be fhaken, 
Sigl (W) a (baking, and Siglen (W) a quagmire. 

4 AMBER n.f a remarkab*e fort of fofiil [from am bar, Arabic, 

_ whence the lower writers formed ambarum ] — 

* AMEER-GRIS n f a vagrant drug found on the weftera 
coafts of Ireland, See. [from ambtr and gris, or grey, that is, grey 
amber ] — 

4 In B. i. ch. ix. f 2. I have (hewn, that the Britons dealt much 
in th is curious foffi!, Amber, and that it was found in their country. 
W t e have no need, therefore, to travel into Arabia for its appella- 
tion. It certainly had one in the Britidi. And both it and Amber- 
gris have one Bill, Omra (l) and Ambr (W) fignifying the former, 
and Ambyr (W) the latter. 

* APE a kind of monkey remarkable for imitating what it 
fees [ape, Iflandic] — fib, Eppa W) and Apa (I and Earn). 

* Dr. John <011 derives the word from the iflandic language, though 
the ldanders have no monkeys among them any more than we. And 
it here appears to be originally Britifh. But a great difficulty Bill 
remains behind, to point out how the Britons could have the name 
who had not the objedl. And it may be thus done, I think. Some 
native animal of our woods was certainly called an Ape formerly by 
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Ae Britons, It could* not be any of our quadrupeds. And, among 
our birds, we have only one that is of the imitative kind. It is now 
called a Dotterell, and might with great propriety be denominated 
fin Ape, It mimics every motion of the fowler, thrufting out its 
foot when he puts out his, and ilretching its wing as he does his 
arm. And it is fo pleafed with this apiihnefs, and fo intent upon 
it, that the humour is made the principal means of taking it ; the 
bird, in the eagernefs of imitation, attending to nothing but the 
fowler’s geftures, till the net fweeps over its head or the (hot ftrikes 
it to the ground. 

4 APRON n.f. a cloth hung before, to keep the other drefs clean 
[a word of uncertain etymology, but fuppofed by fomc to be con* 
grafted from afore one J — 

4 Nappern n.f. the fame, Mancbefter — 

4 Napran (I) Apparn (C) and Apron (I). ' So plainly is the word 
difeovered in the Britifh. And it was only Nappern originally, I 
believe, and is of the fame Celtic root with napkin, Signifying 
merely cloth, 

4 AYE an adverb of affirmation [perhaps from aio 9 Latin]— A 
(Wellh) A, Ha (Cornifh) and Ha (Armoric) yes/ 

The Author has here judicioufly purfued the idea of Scapula’s 
and other Lexicons, in giving the derivative words, however 
difguifed by a provincial pronunciation and orthography, under 
the primitive root. 

' We propofed-to have clofdd our attentions here, but much 
matter, altogether worthy of them, remains for a further Re- 
view. 


Art. yil. Flights of Fancy . By the Rev. Thomas Penrofe, Curate 
of Newbury, Berks. 4to. i s. Walter. 1775. 

T H E flowers that are, from time to time, prefented to us 
as the produce of Parnaflian gardens, are commonly fo 
fpurious and contemptible, that we are wonderfully pleafed 
when any thing genuine offers from that quarter 5 of courfe, 
however unacceptable our labours may be to bad writers, thofe 
of a different chara&er will feldom find them unferviceable. 

We have hitherto known nothing of Mr. Penrofe as a poet * 5 
but that he has abilities, that he has genius, is evident from 
this pbblication, which confifts only of three (hort poems. The 
firft is entitled. The Helmets, wherein thofe formidable pieces of 
ancient armour are fuppofed to rife, and (we hope without 
much foundation) toprognofticate civil dilTenfions in this king- 
dom in confequence of the difturbances in America. The 
poem is written in blank verfe, and the Author aiming at force 
has often fucceeded, but not fufficieotly attending to perfpi- 
cuity, and ufing obfolete terms too freely, he has left his verfeS 


• We have commeitded him as a preacher: fee Review, -Pebr 
l 774 » P* 160* 
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obfcure to the generality of Readers. He (hould at lead have 
explained thofe terms in the margin. 

The fecond poem is, The Caroufal of Odin $ and is executed 
with great force and fpirit* with one exceptionable line*, 
however, which comes not under any meafure that we know 
of, or, indeed, that can be called poetry. 

Thelaft, entitled, Madnefs y is excellent, and we (hall give 
H unmutilated : 

Swell the clarion, fweep the firing. 

Blow into rage the Mufe's fires ! 

AU thy anfwers, Eccho, bring, 

Let wood and dale, let rock and valley ring, 

*Tis Madnefs felf infpires. 

Hail, awful Madnefs, hail ! 

Thy realm extends, thy powers prevail. 

Far as the voyager fpreads his ’ventrous fail. 

Nor beft nor wiieft are exempt from thee ; 

Folly — Folly's only free* 

Hark ! — To the aftonifh’d ear 
The gale conveys a ftrange tumultuous found. 

They now approach, they now appear, — 

Fhrenzy leads her Chorus near, 

And Daemons dance around. — 

Pride — Ambition idly vain, 

Revenge, and Malice fwell her train,— 

Devotion warped — Affe&ion croft — 

Hope in Difappointment loft — 

And injured Merit with a downcaft eye, 

(Hurt by neglett) flow ftalking hecdlcfs by. 

Loud the fhouts of Madnefs rife. 

Various voices, various cries, — 

Mirth unmeaning — caufelefs moans, 

Burfts of laughter.— heart-felt groans— 

All feem to pierce the (kies. — 

Rough as the wintry wave, that roars 
On Thule* s defart fhores. 

Wild raving to the unfeeling air. 

The fetter’d Maniac foams along, 

(Rage the burthen of his jarring fong) 

In rage he grinds his teeth, and rends his ftreaming hair. 

No pleafing memory left— forgotten quite 
All former feenes of dear delight. 

Connubial love — parental joy — 

No fympathies like thefe his foul employ, 

- - But all is dark within, all furious black Defpair, 

Not fo the love lorn maid, 

By too much tendernefs betrayed i 1 
Her gentle breaft no angry paflion fires, 

But flighted vows poflefs, and fainting, foft defires. 

• * To th’inactive rev’lling champion’s name.* 
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She yet retains her wonted flame, 

All— but la reafon, dill the fame.— 

Streaming eyes, 

Ipceffant fighs. 

Dim haggard looks, and clouded o'er with cart. 

Point out to Pity’s tears, the poor didr a&ed fair. 

Dead to the world— her fondeft wilhes crod, / 

She mourns herfrif thus early loft.— 

Now, fadly gay, of forrows paft (he fings. 

Now, penfive, ruminates unutterable thing*. 

She darts— (he flies— who dares fo rude 
On her fequefter d fteps intrude ?— 

*Tis he— the Momus of the flighty train— 

Merry mifehief fills his brain. 

Blanket-robed, and antic crown’d. 

The mimic monarch (kips around ; 

Big with conceit of dignity he frailes, 

And plots his frolics quaint, and unfufpedted wiles.— 
Laughter was there— but mark that groan, % 

Drawn from the inmofl foul ! 

€t Gi V e the knife, Demons, or the poifoned bowl, 

«« To finifti miferies equal to your own.”— 

Who’s this wretch, with horror wild ?— 

— ’Tis Devotion’s ruin’d child,— 

Snnk in the emphafis of grief. 

Nor can he feci, nor dares he a(k relief.— 

Thou, fair Religion, waft defign’d. 

Duteous daughter of the (kies. 

To warm and chear the human mind. 

To make men happy, good, and wife. 

To point, where fits in love arrayed. 

Attentive to each fuppliant call. 

The God of universal aid, 

The God, the Father of us all. , 

Fird (hewn by thee, thus glow’d the gracious feene, 

’Till Superdition, fiend of woe. 

Bad Doubts to rife, and Tears to flow. 

And (pread deep (hades our view and heaven between# 

Drawn by her pencil the Creator dands, 

(His beams of mercy thrown afide) 

With thunder arming his uplifted hands. 

And hurling vengeance wide. 

Hope, at 'the frown aghad, yet ling’ring, flies. 

And dafli’d on Terror's rocks. Faith’s bed dependence lies. 

But ah ! — too thick they croud, — too clofe they throng, 
Objects of pity and affright ! — 

Spare farther the descriptive fang— 

Nature & udders at the fight. — 

Protrad not, carious ears, the mournful tale, [ 

But o’er the haplefs groupe low drop Compaljon’s veil. 

There 
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yards, led us into chambers of a very Angular form, the fides 6f 
which were covered with a ftiining varnifh, and glittered with a 
thoufand colours ; eroding thefe chambers we came to a magnificertt 
kind of chapel, formed by the hand of nature, crowned with a cu- 
pola of bold conllru&ion, and ornamented with a variety of figures: 
we find here flala&ites of different forts, jets of a very hard fub- 
flance, but brittle as glafs, and tubes, fome of which are opaque, and 
others tranfparent : the walls in turn are likewife decorated with a 
variety of ornament?, yet fo admirably, though accidentally, fuited, 
as not to interrupt a unity of flyle which is preferved throughout the 
whole f. 

* In one part again, we hare columns on their pedeftals, others 
overturn'd, orfeemingly fufpended, whilft others reprefent in a very 
piClurefque manner, the ruins of a magnificent palace. Turning to 
another part, you might fancy yourfelf in an arfenal, with aprofufioa 
of arms ranged in different forms, difcoverable by their fplendor; 
and on every fide al mod, were brilliants, which fparkling at the diffe- 
rent movement of our lights, brought every thing forward, and aided 
the aftonilhing variety. 

* After having attentively confidered, and always with frefli afto- 
nifhment, the beauties which this place prefented, we proceeded for- 
ward ; and now counting up our iieps, and finding that we had ad- 
vanced about four hundred paces, our conductors recommended to us 
to. be more cautious how we went on, as we were approaching to a 
very deep hole in the middle of the cavern, of which indeed the hol- 
low found of our voices gave us notice. Arrived at its brink, we 
ventured to throw down a lighted grenade ; furprifed at not imme- 
diately hearing the effeCl, we were preparing to repeat the fame ex- 
periment, when after a minute and a half s expectation, we were 
aftonifhed with the loudelt report imaginable: happily for us, there 
were fome flambeaux at foch a difiance, as not to be affeCted by the 
explofion, which extinguifhed all thofe that were near ; even the 
thick volumes of fmoke which came up from the bottom, might 
alone have been fufficient to extinguifh them; but taking the precau- 
tion to carry fome lights farther off, the experiment may be made 
without danger. . 

r v • From this abyfs we advanced four hundred paces farther into the 
mountain, till flopped by the waters, we were obliged to return 
back the fame way we came. There are in many places heaps of 
cryltalixed matter, of a pyramid ical figure, which iometimes inter- 
rupt the paffage, and thefe heaps of maffes, which are formed by 
water dropping from the top and fides of the cavern, may in time 
wholly flop up the road. Such was the effeCt of our long flay here, 
that atfirfl coming out of the mountain, the air appeared to us of an 
extraordinary fplendor, and to vibrate as from a conflagration in the 
night. 


•f The peculiar fuitablenefs, a« well at a confiderable portion of the beauty of thefe 
ornaments, is rather to be fought for perhaps, in the elegance and harmony of the 
Author's own mind, than in the obje&s tbemCelves. In all his deferiptions, he difeo- 
vefs that luxuriance and enthufiafm of fancy, which, without iajku&ona, have coa- 
ilituttd him the Painter and the Mu fid an of Nature. 

* After 
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* After wanning oorfelves in the fan, we defeended the rock by the 
fame means we had employed to afeend it, our condu&ors getting 
down to receive us below. We then crofled the reft of the mountain 
through woods, with much labour, and were often under a neceflity of 
Aiding down the declivity of hills, not without feveral falls, in which 
fome loofe fragments of rocks joined the party : to fave himferf 
trooble, one of the company rode down upon a large ftdne, which 
carried him fafe'to the bottom. The time we fpent in examining 
' this cavern was at lead four hours. After taking a little repofe ac 
Baime, we continued our journey in the road to Sallenche, which 
offered us different objects, and procured us new pleafures. 

4 From the foot of a beautiful cafcade, we had the vie^v of a large 
1 aad lofty mountain, feated upon a bafe finely cultivated ; lower 
down were meadows, corn fields, woods, hou fes, which feemed to 
COnteA the pleafure of delighting us; whilft feveral little iflands 
formed by the Arve, clothed with a verdure which fees off the whitd- 
nefs of its fands, and th,e valley of a confiderable extent, offer to the 
man of tafie and ientiment, a compofition of obje&s that touches him, 
and gives his mind a fatisfadion and pleafure which may be felc 
much better than it can poflibly be deferibed. 

4 At fomediftance from this place, we paffed the village of Mag- 
land, the mod agreeable we had yet feen. The women of this place 
are likewife handfome, which added to the agreeablenefs of it* and 
their gracefulaefs, and apparent fimplicity, heightened the beauty of 
their perfons. The inhabitants are tradefmen, who enjoy every con- 
venience. 

4 A league farther, 'we contemplated with pleafure the beautiful 
cafcade of Nant d'Arpenaz. It is a torrent which falls from the 
fammit of a mountain with a prodigious noife, amongft rocks re- 
markable for their colour of mufk and ocre, and for their concentric 
fbrxn, that ferves as a diredion to the Gieet of water, which never* 
thelefs is detached almoft to the bottom : this water, difengaged from 
the mountain by jutting rocks, falls perpendicularly upon a flat ledge 
that divides it into a number of bfanchcs, and forms in (hort the mofl 
beautiful cafcade f • If there happen to be but a Header ft ream, and 

tho 


f * Its fall from the top of the rock to the bottom, is faid to exceed eleven hun- 
dred Englifh yards. 

4 Uporf reading a description of this cafcade with a gentleman who is perfedly {kitted 
in the Welfh language, he was little left furprifed at the name of it, than at rts ex- 
Inordinary height ; Nant in that language figoifying a brook or rill , any dream of 
water that is not large enough to come under the denomination of a river. At this 
observation favours the opinion of the Welch language being derived from the ancient 
Gtolijh or Celtic, we have taken the liberty to add an extract of a letter upon this 
Ibjed, which was written in the year 1771, to a perfon whom it is ourhigbeft plea- 
kite as well as duty to honour. 

“ The loog corned among the learned, when and by whom Switeerlaod was firff 
peopled, feems at length to be determined in favour of die Oalli, or Celts, efpedially 
with regard to the Pays de Vaux. Mod of the names of towns and villages in th« 
canton of Berne, have been lately analysed by a learned author, who has found that 
their etymology, traced in the Celtic, gives in general a description of the fituation of 
each particular plafc, by its vicinity or relation to fome mountain, faring* or rtwr p 
with refped to the general fertility of the foil, or the ufual product of its lands, 

Aiv, Aug. 1775, ' f*Hs 
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the wind is high, one fees it feparated from the mountain, and waving^ 
like a ribband lightly agitated ; and it was in this agreeable form 
we had the plcafure of furveying it. Arrived at the village of St. 
Martin, not far from Sallencbe, we croflcd the Arve again by a done 
bridge of a moderate fize. An infcription imports, that having been 
thrown down in the year 1733, it was rebuilt in 1736/ 

. Mr. Bourrit, among his different excurfions in the valley of 
Chamoupy, has given us the moil entertaining and animated 
defection of Mount Breven. 

* This mountain, of which the foot is covered with a few fir trees, 
and fome brufhy underwood, is entirely bare at the top. We were 
five hours and a half in climbing it, by a difficult paflage amongit 
the ruins, which fall from time to time down its fides ; fome of thefe 
fragments are huge mif-fhapen blocks of {lone, and others flat, with 
iharp edges ; no path is traced to its heights : to arrive at one of ita 
fummits, there are three embrafures cut into the rock, which are fo 
Pearly perpendicular, we could hardly believe this <was the paflage, 
but our guide alluring ns that it was the place at which Mr. De 
Sait flu re had climbed the mountain before us, we then took courage : 
as the furface was covered with fmall pebbles, which flipped from 
under us, it was neceflary to underftand how to take advahtage of 
the clefts and fiflures of the rock, in fecuring our hold, and placing 
our feet ; it was infinite labour ; the fweat ran down our faces ; the 
inftant fometimes we thought ourfelves perfe&ly fafe, in having 
grafped the folid rock, the edge would deceive us, and break off 1 in 
our hands $ or the flone upon which we fee our foot would efcape ns. 


' He has endeavoured to carry hisrefearches farther: to determine from what placet, 
and into what parts the firft Helvetians emigrated, after they came into this neigh- 
bourhood) and the names of tow ns ftillferving as a clue, he bat found that villages which, 
with regard to their hluatiou, had any thing analogous to thofe in the fouth of Swit- 
zerland, were in Berry, Poidtou, and Tourain, called by names almoft perfe&ly fimilar. 

Whatever degree of credit may be due to this kind of etymological proof, one cannoc 
help being prepared by it to believe any inftance of the fa&, which is faid to fubfift at 
this day in the north of Italy. The mountainous face of this country, renders it as 
proper to preferve an ancient dialed*, as that of the Alps, in "the neighbourhood of 
Verona, and the fame caufe has produced the fame effedt.— Among the Patois of the 
canton of Berne, are remaining to this day, not only fome words purely Latin or 
Greek, but many abfolutely Celtic. There is a difficulty to account for the Greek 
words in particular getting thither, but after all, it it poffible that tkefe might be 
0 r’tginally Celtic. A Welch gentleman, who patted through the mountains of the 
Canton of Berne, in order to fee the Glaciers, affures me, that the mountaineers ftill 
life many words that are purely Welch. Thefe examples ferve to confirm me in the 
opinion, that the Celtic, of which the Welch is a dialed*, {aid to differ little from 
the mother tongue, waa the language at leaf* of all the fouth«wei* countries of 
Europe.'* 

‘ It may be obferved from what is faid by the ingenious writer of this letter, bow 
uncertain the pofition is, that the Welch in Bretagne are defcanded from Britilk 
emigrants about the fourth century * There were piobably fome defeendantt of the 
firft Celtic colonifta, who fettled in Tourain and Poidiou then remaining, who might 
long before that time have crofted the Loire in the neighbourhood of Nants, and 
fettled in a colled*ed body in Bretagne, where they were joined by their brethren from 
this kingdom, whofe ancestors might have embarked from the coafts of the fame pro- 
vince into Corqwal, Wales, Ireland, and the llle of Man, and from thence probably 
Vito Scotland, in all which placts, fifter dialed** of the Celtic, continue fo many living 
languages to this day. 

~ ud 
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and we were carried down with the rnbbi(h ; but thefe accidents, 
which might have been attended with bad consequences,’ (as we 
came off unhurt) rather animated than difcouraged us, and became 
at lad a matter of amufcment ; more efpecially when we thought our 
conductor was upon the watch two hundred feci below, and ready to 
receive us (hould we Hide down fo far: this indeed never happened, 
and we got Safe to the cred of the rock 

* Thefe difficulties over, we were recompenfed for all our trouble; 
with what beauties were we furrounded ! The air upon this mountain 
was ferene and bright, whilft the valley below had a very different 
appearance ; it was covered with thick clouds, gilded by the fun, 
and moving with rapidity on each fide of it; and as his power be- 
came ftronger, we could fee them feparate, and forming themfelves 
into different flee ces, make their efcape by the feveral openings be- 
tween the mountains. 

* if the plain afforded fo agreeable and Angular a fight, the height 
in its turn gave ns fome perceptions altogether new. We had the 
magnificent profpeft of a chain of mountains, equally inacceflible, 
and covered with ice; and above the red that of Mount Blanc, whofe 
top feemed to reach, and even pierce through the higheft region of 
the clouds. The chain, upon which this mountain looks down like 
a giant, is compofed of maffes of rocks, which terminate in pikes, 
or fpires, called the Needles, and which are ranged like tents in a 
camp ; their fides appear lighter, and more airy, from the ornament 
of feveral hollow breaks and furrows in the rock itfelf, as well as 
from the different flreaks and panes of ice and fnow, which without 
changing the general charader of their form, or the majefty of their 
appearance, give them a pi&urefque agreeable variety. Lower 
down, the eye furveys with ravifhment, the gills of ice, and the fevc- 
ral Glaciers f extending almoft into the plain, whild this appears 
like an artificial garden, embellifhed with the mixture of a variety of 
colours. In (hort, we have a pi&urej oppofite to this chain, which 
is formed by innumerable mountains at the diftance of near fifty 
leagues, between whofe tops we have a glimpfe of thofe feveral plains 
which they environ. 

* It was upon this mountain we enjoyed that fine fight, which 
two months before afforded Mr. De Sauffure an experimental proof, 
in one of the mod remarkable phenomena of nature. As the ikies 
began to blacken and threaten a temped, whild he was upon its top, 
be was curious to fee the effed of it, and for this he did not wait 
long; he foon found himfelf naturally ele&rified; but apprehenfive 
of danger, at feeing the lightning form itfelf too near him, he was 
obliged to haden quickly under fhelter. 

* With refped to ourfelves, without any fear at prefent of the 
conieqoences of this terrible phenomenon, we heard a long conti- 


•The inhabitants have fince di (covered a way left dangerous. 

We coanted five. The firft fituated at the foot of Mount Blanc, which they call 
dbe Glacier des Boffins, or Boffins ; the fecond the Glacier dts P tier ins, or dm flein do 
the third the Glacier desBoit j or de Montarrvert $ the fourth that of Ar» 
and the fifth the Glacier du 7 our, or in the country language dm Tord j the 
left of Whfaftk ia diftant from the firft about five leagues and a half. 

% Whac Would it be then, could we afeend the Turnout of Mount Blanc l 
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nued rumbling noife, like that of thunder, which the filence of the 
place where we flood rendered flill more awful. The avalanches of 
fnow, which feparated from the tops of the mountains, and rolledr 
down, bounding, to the bottom ; confiderable fragments of the rocks* 
which followed them, overturning others in their fall ; mafly block* 
of ice, confolidated by returning winters, which precipitated from 
the highefl fummits ; torrents, ftrearas of driven fnow reduced to* 
duft, puttied on by the force of the winds,, and hurl'd aloft into the 
air; thefe tpgethcr were the principal caufes of the noifes which we 1 
Ward; though we bchdd at the fame time the efledts of a thunder 
flroke upon our own fummit, which penetrated its furface, and 
fbivered even the pebbles of it. 

4 According to the moil general ettimation, we were in this tttua- 
tion raifed near twelve hundred toifes, above the level of the lake of 
Geneva, which is more than twice the height of Saleve*. Thie* 
exceflive height, and doubtlefs the neighbourhood of the ice whiefe 
furrounded us, except on orie fide +, made us feel the mofl piercing 
cold. It was now two of the clock in the afternoon, and our ther* 
mometer was only a quarter of a degree above o ; we were riever- 
thelefs entirely at our eafe, and took our repafl, which the fatigue we 
had gone through, and the purity of the air we breathed, rendered 
delicious. 

4 It was not without regret we faw the moment arrive, when we 1 
muft quit this feene: we gave one parting glance at thofe magnifi*. 
cent objefts; which wc never could be tired with farveying. We' 
looked ax one another, without uttering a word ; our eyes alone 
could fpcak what we had fcen, and told What patted in otlr hearts 1 
they were afFetted and foftened. ; 

4 We had now infinitely more anxiety in defeending than we had 
in getting up; perplexed, ihaking and trembling at every ftep, otir’ 
danger painted itfelf in all its terrors. We neVerthelefs Came off 
with fome flips ; but it was four hours before we arrived at the bot- 
tom, though we ran part of the way. It was night when we reached 
Prieure, where we found the good people of the place had been foiMfe 
time uncafy looking out with an anxious exjpe&ation, and wettf 
then juft quitting' their houfes to come to our amttance. apprehensive 
that we might have met with fome unfortunate accident.’ 


* 4 The higheft point of Sdeve, a mountain diftant about • league from Geneva, it 
five hundred and twelve toilrs above the level of the lake. 

f t I fay, except on o-e fide, becaufe we had fumrtiits of ice like that of Buct, be- 
hind ot which an ace uni will be given hereafter. 

J ‘ J hey were the more uneafy, as fome day» before one of their toUmfinen had * 
been tik.cn up dead; This poor man having learned that Mr. Profcflbr De San (Tote 
was expciled at Chamouni, formed a defign gf climbing the mountain, with a view, 
of chafing a chamois, to prefent hitti at his arrival j but he had the ill fate to fall from 
the-top-of a rock. Mr, De SaufTure, touched with his misfortune, and the diftrelVcd 
fuuauon of his family, confoled them by hit generofity, making very confiderable pre- 
fcnti* to she Widhw and children. I had this account from the inhabitants tbemfclvefr, 
whp take every opportunity of exahing bit pcfietofity, and affability of behaviour 
them upon aL occsfions; and lech is the re^>e& they bear him, that they never fpeak 
of kttm Without taking ofl their hat*. 

The 
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The icy valley of Moxitanvert is thus deferibed : 

* 4 fea vehemently agitated by a ftorm« and ar relied by a fevere 
fudden froff, reprefents very well the appearance of this Glacier $ 
the waves, hardened by {9 epeeding winters, are fome of a dirty, and 
*others of a clear whit?* divided by oblique fiffures, which appear of 
g tranfparent hide. The waters murmur as they run along theft 
^clefts, (o me of which are very deep, and new ones are frequently 
opening ; the prelude to thefe new ones, is a loud burning noife ; 
and probably the melting away of fome parts at the bottom of the 
Glacier, occafions the cracking upon its furface. This valley is 
formed by high mountains, which terminate in fpires or needles, and 
thefe have all different nam,es; ppe is called /’ Aiguille duDru, another* 
VAiguilte dt Goute , a third is called U Mute, and a fourth le Giant : 
fome of them have the form of pbelifks ; bat the Dru t which fur* 
pafTes them all in height, is a moft magnificent pyramid. 

. 4 At the extremity of this valley, is an amphitheatre, compofed of 
very lofty mountains, which dofe it ; at the tops of which therp is 
an appearance of a gallery, adorned with feveral ftatues, ranged in a 
fort of fymmetry ; and it is here that the cryftal is generally found, 
fnrrounded with a greenish earth or mofs ; it has not the form of a die 
*s in America, but of a column of fix or fevpn faces, and is always 
(terminated in po^ts. 

4 There are rocks, which fbmetimes breaking off from theft 
Needles, tumble after feveral bounds upon the ipe. We faw an ava- 
lanche offnow, which was yiilantly reduced into a cloud by a guft of 
wind; and there fall likewife from thefe mountains, feveral torrents 
pf water, which form little cafcgdes, the fight of which is exceedingly 
agreeable. We defeended afterwards upon the ice. 

4 The earth at the edge of this valley, is white and friable like 
chalk ; they call it ferpentine *. It is aftonilhing at this place, only 
to look at the height of the ice ; its waves refcmble little mountains, 
heaped upon one another, fome of which are from forty to fifty fees 
high : it is difficult to make oar way over them at firii, but in propor- 
tion as we advance farther up into the valley, thefe waves of ice infen- 
IMy decreafe in height, and bea>me more even. We found here tho 
bones of a poor chajnois, which was Drought hither no doubt by an 
^yalanche. The ice feems to increafe every year, and the old people 
of Chamooni a (lured us, that formerly it was poflible to penetrate 
from the extremity of this valley, even to Val d’Aofte, which the 
vak accumulation of ice has rendered at preftnt ira practicable.’ 

The next object recommended to our traveller by M. De 
Sauflure, was the Glacier des Pelerins. 

4 To execute our defign, we made choice of four guides, one to 
conduit us to the Glacier des Pelerins, and the other three to go the 
fame day to M^ntanvert, to prepare for our reception, and to ac- 
company us afterwards into the valley ; fuch was the plan we followed/ 
We fet out very early in the morning, took the way to Mount Blanc, 
and afeended through a foreit of fir-trees. In this walk we pafied 
*ver confiderable trails, where whole woods ravaged and deftroyed, 

9 * Probably from the form of its ftrata, or from fome rcfcmblaocc it bears to a fpc- 
cits of marble to called. 

. ' L 3 painted 
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painted to us the horrid effedls of thofe avalanches, which frequently 
roll from the mountains, and particularly in the fpring. Thefe 
avalanches are formed of fnow, driven by the winds againft the rocks, 
where the quantity is accumulated, and fupported by their ledges 
and projections, till fucceffively increafed, both in extent and depth, 
to a prodigious fize, at lad they overcharge the bafe which kept 
them up, break off by their own weight and falling with a dread* 
ful craih, thunder down into the valley, carrying every thing with 
them in their way. There is fomethiag very grand, and at the fame 
time frightful, only in the fight of thofe prodigious falling maffcs, 
which the wind, occafioned by the velocity of tneir motion, renders 
dill more horrid : It is a torrent that nothing can redd, railing 
clouds as it were of fmoke, and whirling it in vortexes to the (kies, 
which it darkens and even hides ; hopelefs the poor inhabitants, 
whofe dwellings are too near : they are certain either to be carried 
down, or cruihed with the mafs, or perhaps buried alive with their 
families and cattle. Several of thefe avalanches dill preferve fome 
memorial of the catadrophe they occafioned, as they retain the names 
of the places they have ruined or overwhelmed ; one for indance is 
called the avalanche de la Coudre , or des Noifetiers , and another the 
avalanche des lngolerons ; the former of which is near a quarter of a 
league in diameter. It was not till after a walk of four hours, thac 
we at lad arrived at the Glacier dt P tier ins, which is called likewife 
Glacier du pit in dt l 1 Eg ui lie. 

4 The Glaciers, as hath been before obferved, are beds of ice, 
more or efs thick, which are lodged upon declivities between the 
mountains. Thefe beds, increafed from time to time, become of a 
confiderable extent and thicknefs ; that upon which we now were, 
is nearly fix hundred yards in length from top to bottom, and about 
fifteen hundred yards in breadth. We eroded over it : it is fepa- 
rated in many places by rifts and clefts, of which there is no difeern- 
ing the bottom ; but upon carefully examining them, the new ice 
may be eafily diftinguifhed from the old : the new is white, and at 
mod not above fix feet thick, whereas the old below it, is of a bluifh 
colour. It is neceffary to be cautious in walking upon this ice ; to 
ftrike with your fiaff before you place your foot, and to fet it when it 
can be done upon the fwelling parts, which their convexity in general 
renders more firm : this attention is necedary likewife, becaufe the 
cleft* are fometimes concealed by frelh (hows : but what baffles all 
precaution, there feems befides to be a danger from the burdingopen 
of new clefts, which are fometimes made without the lead notice to 
expeft them. We were faow advancing farther up upon the Glacier, 
when all at once a rolling noife like thunder under our feet, occa- 


• * There are other caufes, both of the accumulation and fall of thefe vaft m a flea 
of fnow, than what are here given. Fide Recbtrtbet fur Us Modificautus dt V Arm*- 
Jybert , tom. ii. p.295. 

* In eroding over the Alpa, more efpeciallj during the fpring, the jingling of the 
belli upon the mules, is frequently fufficient to bring down the avalanches, which ia 
narrow defiles obliges the muleteer to take them off, and march with the utmoft 
filence and caution, under thefe threatening 'precipices; or where they are likely to 
roll beyond the road, and reach the declivity of the mountain, tq fluke them down by 
th c difpharge of a pittol, before he ventures to proceed on his way. ' 
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fioned us to retire with precipitation the fame way we came: but if 
we had reafon to be afraid of what might happen under us, what we 
faw above our heads did not fet our minds altogether at reft: thefe 
were the Needles, behind which we heard a fullen rumbling found, 
with now and then a fharp redoubled crack ; and feveral rocks 
thrown down at no great dillance from us, were a demonftration of 
the danger we were in. In our hafty retreat we found a butterfly 
dead upon the ice, and faw fome marmotts +* which we were upon 
the point of taking: two chamois afterwards made their appearance, 
but at our approach retired, as if with relu&ant flownefs, to the 
heights of their mountains. We took the fame road they did, a£ 
tending pretty high, and made no doubt of our arriving in a lhort 
time at the foot of the Needles, as Mount Blanc did not appear very 
diftant : what a miflake! we reached them indeed, but not till after 
a long hour’s tirefome and fatiguing walk/ 

We (hall now afeend with M. Bourrit to the region of the 
chamois, and purfue his laborious walk along the Needles, feel- 
ing fo effeflually the force of his deferiptions as to render our 
garret a feene of happinefs and fafety. 

4 The view of the Needles from their foot, was a moft ravifhing 
fight; but when we reflected that from their fummits, the plains of 
the fouth, the north, and the call were to be difeerned ; how morti- 
fying to think them inacceflible ! what a refllefs inclination did it 
excite, to attempt at leafl to fet a foot upon their heads. My mind 
wasflrongly agitated ; and looking at them with a longing attention, 
I thought I faw a poflfibility of doing it : urged forward by this flat- 
tering inflant hope, I furmounted with determined refolution every 
©bftacle the rocks oppofed in my way, and mounting over the heaps 
of ruined fragments, l at laft attained a ridge of that pike which ad- 
joins to Mount Blanc. 

4 The elevation I had now gained, was moft exceedingly delight- 
ful ; but the profped differed little from our view upon Mount Bre- 
ven : I was far from being fatisfied : I wanted to get rid of that im- 
meofe rampart, which hid from me the plains toward the fouth : re- 
doubling then my ardour, I climbed afrefh with inexpreflible fatigue 
from rock to rock, and with the caution of a reptile making its way. 
upon fome briftly plant, I infinuated along the traces of thofe orna- 
mental winding crypts, which gave thefe mafles all that ligbtnefs we 
O^mired from Breven ; till allonifhed with the prodigious height at 
*hich I faw myfelf, and ftill more with what remained for me to do, 

1 at laft difeerned the full extent of my ability. v 

4 But 1 was fufficiently rewarded for my trouble, by the beautiful 
pi&ure which was before me ; higher than the Breven, my view ex- 
tended over that mountain to the weft and north ; near me, and at 
my feet, were the vallies of Chamouni, of St. Michael, of Serve, and 
of Sallenche ; farther off I difeerned the valley which feparates the 

f The marmott is an animal of the rat kind, about the fixe of a hare $ it remains in 
a torpid flat* near the tops of the rocks during winter, when it grows exceedingly 
weak, and i$ (9 benumbed and inactive upon ft rft coming out of its holes, as to he eafil y 
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two Saleves f, and faw with an afFedionate regard, which it is im- 
poihble for me to exprefs, thofe parental plains upon which Geneva 
is feated, its beautiful lake, and in fliort the whole extent* of , MoltnC 
Jura, to the fort of Eclufe. On my right were the vallies of the 
Paye dt Vallais % half oF which only were difcoverable, and that ijn- 
menfe chain of the Alps, w hich deferibing a curve, is terminated at 
Fourke and Mount St. Gothard. 

* The purity and clearnefs of the air, free from the exhalations of 
the plain, enabled me to fee all thofe objeds with fuch diftin&ion 
and precifion, that I conceived it would have been eafy for me to trace 
them in a drawing : But I foon loll myfelf by this very circum (lance ; 
fuch a number of objedls were too much brought together add 
crouded under my eyes, fo that nothing kept its due didance. 

* I had left my companions at the foot of the Needles, and could 
fee the little lake upon whofe border we had appointed to reft our- 
fclves ; it was impodible to didinguilh them ; but I could hear the 
report pf their gun, which was the lignaf agreed on. 

‘ I went down again with much trouble and anxiety: the (tones, 
the rocks rolled under my feet, and I dared not even truft myfelf to 
fome enormous mattes, which feemed to hang upon nothing. I got 
fafe however at lad to the bottom, and foon rejoined my companions 
in the journey. Seated upon a delightful bank of mofs, we took our 
repall at the border of the lake, whofe water is of an intenfe coldnefs, 
and which is almoft covered by thofe threatening Needles: one of 
thefe in particular drew cur attention; it was diftinguiftied, and 
brought forward, by a glazing of the moft tranfparent ice, which 
added greatly to the effed of an objed in itfelf exceedingly magni- 
ficent % • 

‘ From hence we were to go to Mon tan vert, where, according to 
our plan, we were expeded : it was two o’clock before we fet off j 
we had to pafs the whole chain of the Needles over fallen rocks ; 
the road was bad, and never were we fo much deceived in the efti- 
station of dillances ; what appeared to us to be no more than half a 
league, was always twice as far, and the jutting parts of this chain, 
whofe points Ihut over one another, threw us into continual errors* 
It feemed that having reached the point which offered itfelf imme- 
diately before us, we fhould foon be at the end of our journey ; and 
when encouraged by this hope we had attained it, fome new pro- 
jedion, not lefa diilant than that we had fo refolutely gained, op- 
pofed itfelf to lengthen our fatigue. The views however, at all time* 
moft engaging, were both beautiful and fubiime : Above us, we fepd 
the pleafure of feeing a torrent of fnow precipitate from a rock ; fix 
hundred yards below us, was the region of lofty firs ; four hundret) 
yards below theft , was that of larches , whilft ou Helves were in the re- 
gion of the marmotts and chamois.’ 

J * Two mountains near Geneva. 

4 Let any perfon form to himfejf, if it be poflible, a view of |his mountain, of 
which the front that it prefented is as large as that of Mole, which looks toward 
peneva; and whofe covering of ice was fo perfe&ly clear, that the foliage of its plants, 
the vein* ot the rerks, and their various colours, came out with fo much fplendior an<j 
brilliance, that it might t>c taken for a work of art, if its immenfity did not inftantly 
forbid the fuppofition. * 

4. ' M. Bourn 
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M. Bourrit, in his fecond defcent to the valley of Montan- 
vert, furnifhes us with the following admirable description : 

4 We beheld a fpaclous icy plain entirely level ; upon this there 
vofe a mountain all of ice, with Heps afcending to the top, which 
fremed the throne of fome divinity. It took the form moreover of 
a grand cafcade, whole figure was beyond conception beautiful, and 
the fun which (hone upon it, gave a fparkling brilliance to the whole: 
it was as a glafs, which fent his rays to a prodigious difiance : a 
poliffied mirrour, upon which the obje&s were defigned with fuch a 
perfed mixture of light and (hade, as ravifhed our fight ; and to 
complete the beauty of the prolpeft, this even glafTy lake was 
Crowned with mountains differently coloured, and enlivened by a 
varnifh of the cleared ice : thefe altogether, formed a compofition of 
the moft delightful fplendid objects, heightened by the deeper co- 
lour of ^ fingle neighbouring mountain, which gradated from top 
to bottom : whilil this again was interlaced withfireams of fnow, 
whole winding currents cad a lufire from the fun. In fhort, the 
whole of this enchapting view was terminated with the rocks of 
rryfial, and by others, all whofe feveral tints were richly and pro- 
fufely varied. 

* New beauties Hill continued to delight us, afloniihed as we 
were at prefeot, by a number of objefls fo magnificent and vaH. 

* The valley on our right was ornamented with prodigious Gla- 
ciers, that fhooting up to an immeafurable height between the moun- 
tains, blend their colours with the ikies, which they appear tp reach* 
The gradual rife of out of them, induced us to conceive it pra&icablp 
to afeend it ; and fuch is the engroffing nature of thefe objedls, that 
they feem to efface every other idea. We are no longer our own 
maffers ; and it is next to an impoffibility to Hop the impulfe of oujr 
inclinations. — It would open Hill new feenes, of more extenfive gran- 
deur — That, as we certainly fhould gain a view behind the Needle*, 
fuch a point of elevation (beyond which, no mortal whatever had 
yet gone) would not only prefent Mount Blanc to us under a new 
form, and with new beauties, but that in (hort, looking towards the 
fouth, we fhould have a pi&ure of all Italy hefore us as in a camera 
obfeura. It was thus the wildnefs of imagination prompted us to 
think the projjett poflible, and we were in the full enjoyment of our 
reverie, when a horrid noife from the very fame Glaciers put an end 
to this delightful dream, and ihattered all the feenery at once. Rea- 
fon di&ated immediately, that fuppofing fuch a fancied pi&ure as 
we had represented to ourfelves, to be real, and that it were poflible 
to afeend the height of the Glacier to enjoy a fight of it/ the execu- 
tion of the plan would require our Hay all night upon this frozen 
valley, which was abfolutely impofliblt, from the want of fewel 
only/ 

The fource of the Arveron, with the mafs of ice caUed dcs 
Bois, form, certainly, one qf the mod (hiking objefts in na- 
ture. 

* To come at this collected mafs of ice, we eroded the Arve, and 
gravelling in a tolerable road, paired fome villages or hamlets, whofe 
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inhabitants appeared extremely civil ; they invited ns to go in and 
rell ourfelves, offered us a tade of their honey, and apologized for not 
having any thing better to prefent us. 

4 After amufing ourfelves (ome time^among them, we refamed 
our road, and entered a beautiful wood of lofty firs, inhabited by 
fquirrcls ; the bottom is a fine fand, left there by the inundations of 
the Arveron : It is a very agreeable walk, and exhibits fome extraor- 
dinary appearances. 

‘ In proportion as we advanced into this wood, we obferved the 
objects gradually to vanifh from our fight; furprifed at this circum- 
ftance, we were earned to difcover the caufe ; and our eyes fought in 
vain for fatisfaftion, till going out of the wood the charm ceafed. 
Judge of our aftonifhment, when we faw before us an enormous mafs 
of ice, twenty times as large as the front of our cathedral of St. Peter, 
and fo conftru&ed, {hat we have only to change our fituadon, to 
make it refemble whatever we pleafe. It is a magnificent palace, 
covered over with the pared cryftal ; a majeflic temple, ornamented 
with a portico, and columns of feveral fhapes and colours : It has 
the appearance of a fortrefs, Ranked with towers and bafiions to the 
right and left ; and at bottom is a grotto, terminating in a dome of 
bold condrultion. This fairy dwelling, or this cave of Fancy, is the 
fource of the Arveron, and of the gold which is found in the Arve: 
and if we add to all this rich variety, the ringing tinkling found of 
water dropping from its fides, with the glittering of the folar rays, 
.whild tints of the mod lively green, or blue, or yellow, or violet, have 
the effeft of different compartments, in the feveral divtfions of the 
grotto ; the whole is fo amazingly delightful, fo completely pic- 
turelque, fo beyond imagination great and beautiful, that I can eaiil y 
believe the art of man has never yet produced, nor ever will pro- 
duce, a building fo grand in its condruttion, or fo varied in its orna- 
ments, 

* Defirous of furveying every fide of this mafs, we crofTed the river 
about four hundred yards from its fource ; and mounting upon the 
rocks and ice, approached the vault ; but whild we were attentively 
employed in viewing all its parts, adonilhed at the fportivenefs of 
Fancy, we cad our eyes at one confiderable member of the pile above 
us, which was unaccountably filpported ; it feemed to hold by ai- 
rood nothing ; our imprudence was too evident, and we hadened to 
retreat: yet fcarcely had we depped back thirty paces, before it 
broke off all at once, with a prodigious noife, and tumbled, rolling 
to the very fpot where we were danding jud before. It was a mod 
fortunate efcape ; lince had we daid an indant longer, it would ccr- 
tainly have crufhed us by its fall/ 

We now take a reludant leave of our ingenious and enter* 
taining traveller, who has by this time fufficiently recommend- 
ed himfelf to our readers. The tranflation appears to be the 
work of two young gentlemen in Norfolk, wnofe induftry is 
commendable, and whofe ftyle is not deficient in fpirit, but will 
grow more ebafte when they have been accuftomed to com- 
pofition. 

• Art* 
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Ait. IX. Olympic Odes of Pindar , being tbofe omitted by Mr. Weft. 

Tranflated into EngliQi Verfe, with Notes. 12 mo. as. fewed. 
White. 177s- 


A S thirwork appears to have a fimilar merit, and may pof- 
fibly be fome time or other incorporated with Mr. Weft’s 
tranflation, we (ball, on that account, pay it all due attention. 
And, firft, we Oiall give our Readers a general idea of its ftyl^ 
and manner, by a view of the eighth Olympic Ode entire : 
STROPHE!. 

Olympia I Mother of heroic games ! 

Queen of true prophecy ! beneath whofe grove 
While the red viflims pile the afpiring flames. 

The augurs fearch the highbehefts of Jove : 

Thence try to know on whom he’ll deign to fmile 
Of thofe, who, by the means of glorious toil. 

Seek on the dufley cirque with generous pain. 

Virtue’s immortal meed, and honour’d reft to gain. 
ANTISTROPHE I. 

For to the fupplications of the good 
He ever deigns a favouring ear to give, 

O Pifa’s woody (hades, o’er Alpheus flood 
That wave, my wreath- bellowing fong receive ; 

Eternal fame, and endlefs honours (hine. 

On him whofe brows thy facred leaves entwine.— 

For different pleafures, different bofoms glow ; 

And various ways to blifs the indulgent gods beftosr. 

E P O D E I. 


Timofthenus, what fair renown 
Was on your almoft infant aftions (bed, 

When genial Jove refolved with fame to crown 
Thine and thy brother’s youthful head f 
What time Nemea (houts thy conquering name. 
And Pifa’s groves Alcimedon proclaim : 

Lovely (hone his form, and face ; ' 

Nor did his deeds that form difgrace. 

When, viflor in the glorious ft rife. 

He bade the liftening woods around ' 

Angina’s (ea-girt fhores refound $ 

Whofe regions gave him life. 


STROPHE H. 


There facred Themis fits, beloved of Jove, 

Her favourite people’s ever-watchful guard. 

The crowded coafts where various nations move 
To judge with (kill, and fway in peace, is hard ; 
By heaven’s decree, amidft the briny flood 
This iile, to every ftranger facred, flood 
A column firm.— O ne’er may rolling Time, 

Or black Misfortune, change the hofpitable dime! 
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ANTISTROPHE II. 

Here Doria’s warlike race their reign begun s 
Here, after #acus, their empire rofe. 

Whom potent Neptune, and Latona’s fon. 

The friend, and partner of their labour, cho(e^ 

What Time with focial Care, thole heavenly powers 
Crown’d Jlion’s facred feht, with ftrengthen’d towers : 

For even then the hofUle fates decreed 
Her ample fanes (houid fall, her hardy warriors bleed. 

E P O D E II. 

When the mafly work was raifed. 

Three azure dragons on the new-made wall 
With fury fprung— the people faw amazed 
Two on the ground expiring fall ; 

The third with horrid roars the fummit gain’d : 

When Phoebus thus the fatal fign explain’d : 

% •« O Alacus, the infulting foe 

44 Shall lay the haughty turrets low, 

« Which thou hall rear’d with mortal hands : 

«• Ilion, I fee thy fate decreed ; 

“ And in this omen plainly read 

44 Immortal Jove's commands. % 

STROPHE HI. 

** Nor (hall without thy race thcfc bulwarks fall, 

“ Thy fons at firfl fhall fhake the new-formed Hate ; 

•« The hoftile gods thy erandfon’s offspring call, 

44 To feal its doom, and clofe the work of fate.” 

Thus fpoke the god, and lbraight o’er Xanthus’ ride 
His fkilful hands the heavenly couriers guide, % 

Till midll the warrior race his chariot food 
Of Amazonian dames, by Ifther's frozen flood. 

ANTI STROP HE HI. 

Immortal Neptune's golden borfes now 
To fea-beat Ifthmus bear his rapid car : 

There Abacus on Corinth’s lofty brow 
They leave, fpedator of tlje fportive war.— 

No blifs alike charms all. — The votive lays 
Shall envy blail, that chant Meleflas’ praifc ? 

Whofe infant fincws, counting fair renown. 

Obtain’d Nemea’s wreath, and famed Olympia’s crown. 

E P O D E III. 

After, with manly fincws ftrong, 

» He in the great Pancratium won the prize : — 

To teach, mufl furely to the (kill’d belong. 

Experience fools alone defpife : 

Full well the hero knows above the refl 
To form with precepts fage the manly bread i 
To point the fureil path that leads 
To glorious a&s, and daring deeds. 

And future wreaths of fame prepare ; 

And well his pupil’s fair renown. 

Who 
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Who now has won the thirtieth crown. 

Rewards his teacher’s care. 

STROPHE IV. 

By fortune favour'd, nor by manhood left. 

Four flriplings in the ftrife he overcame. 

Bade infamy their vanquifti'd limbs opprefs. 

And fent them home with foreheads veil'd in fhame ; 

While to his grand fire’s hoary head he brings 
Triuitophant joy, whence health, whence vigour (brings ; 
For he whom Fortune fans with profperous breath. 

Forgets the pains of age, and near approach of death# 
ANTI STROPHE IV. 7 
Mnemofyne, awake the filver lyre. 

Tune to Blepfiadae the founding fong : 

Well their brave brows the flowery bands require. 

To whom now fix Olympic crowns belong. 

Nor will the Mufe forget the honour’d head 
Though funk to earth, and number’d with the dead. 

The virtubus aftions of the good and brave. 

Shall rouze the fleeping dud, and pierce the fileat grave. 

EfODE IV. 

Iphion mid ft the infernal feats 
The pleating news from Hermes* daughter hearaf ; 

He tO Callimachus the tale repeats. 

Who drinks it with exulting ears ; 

That Jove’s Aipreme Beheft had deign’d to grace 
With Piih's facred meed their happy race. 

Still may he good on good beftow. 

No pallid ficknefs let them know. 

Nor Nemeds their focial band 
By curfed Difcord e’er disjoin ; 

But happy may they ever fhine. 

To bleis their native land ! 

Eadh of tfhefe odes is followed by notes critical and explana- 
tory, whidi fhew the Author to be a man of learning and 
good taftfe. With fuch qualities he cannot be offended if we 
offer him an obfenration or two that occurred to us as we palled 
through his book. In his notes to the fixth Olympic he has the 
^flowing paflage: <c The meaning bf KaAmfc r agyv^exp I 
confefs I do not Underftand, and, therefore, have not attempted 
to explain it.” Indeed the fcholiafts and commentators on 
thefc words bad left the Tranflator perfe&ly in the dark; for 
their attempts at an explanation were mod ridiculous. The 
fcnple meaning of them feems to be this. The women of an- 
cient Greece wofe an urn as a badge of virginity, which, how- 
ever, they retained till puerperage took place. This was fome- 
times of (liver, fometimes of gold. It is mentioned in the fol- 
lowing line of the Odyfley : 

Xlxfimw tixvix xaAiriv i^outros. 
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And in the Rana of Ariftophanes : 

KaXmoiT tx xolafxuit Sq orov dgxls. 

And in the following paflage of Athensua : 

’Ex %pv<rw¥ k&XttiSwv iqqaivop. 

The fcholiaft on Ariftophanes calls this uma indiciaria , in the 
light we have explained it. 

In the fourth Olympic the Tranflator >ha$, in our opinion, 
done well to give EXxrxq the fenfe of Agitator or Eqmtator 5 it 
is, indeed, its original fenfe, and infinitely heightens the idea, 
and appropriates it in the introduction to an ode on fuch a fub- 
jech But in the conclufion of this ode, we think, he has to- 
tally miftaken his Author : , 

St xca vtuc 
Ev avSgxrw xoXt ai 
Oa/xxy xxi irxgx rat aXixiotc 
Eoixola xgovw. 

This he gives to the fon of Clymenus, and thus translates it : 
Thefe filver treffes, lo ! are fpread 
Untimely on a youthful head 5 
For oft capricious Nature's rage 
Gives to the vigorous brow the hoary tint of age. 

No fuch thing ! The pafTage is proverbial, and comes from 
Pindar, not from Erginus. He fays fimply, then are often grey 
hairs found on young heads . That is, there are many young men 
as capable of a£ts of valour and adivity as thofe of maturer age. 
And if we render Aian-sipa, which occurs before, by trials merely, 
inftead of experience , which it will very well bear, the whole ob- 
feurity of the ode vanifhes at once. Upon this conftru&ion we 
are to fuppofe, not with the Commentator, that Pfaumis had 
grey hairs, which they alone have given him, but that he was 
fo young a man that the poet was even obliged to affert his 
own veracity, at the fame time that he expatiated on his ex-, 
ploits. c I fay nothing more than truth, fays he, trial is the 
proof of men and he produces an inftance in one whom he 
emphatically reprefents as young K XvptvQio xxi At, who leaving 
the inglorious purfuit of womqn betook himfelf to the field, and 
who, when he had conquered, and was erdwned by Hypfipile, 
told her, that his ftrength and courage were equal to his fwift- 
nefe; on which the poet obferves, ( that early youth has many 
times the merit and qualities of maturer years/ “ O but, (ay. 
the Commentators, Pindar himfelf fpeaks of the age of this 
fame Pfaumis towards the conclufion of the fifth Olympic/* He 
does fo, for he wifhes that he may live to a happy old age, 
with his fons about him ; but to (hew us at the fame time, that, 
he was not then fo circumilanced, he adds, morally enough, 
that, however, if a man properly improved and enjoyed his 

fortune 
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fortune* he had no great occafion to be any farther ambitious. 
We leave this conftruflion to the future confideratiort of the 
Tranflator, and we have been the more particular upon it, at 
this Olympic feems, hitherto* to have been little underftood. 


Art. X. Remarks on the principal A8s of the Thirteenth Parliament of 
Great Britain, concluded. 

A ccording to the promife made in our laft, we now pro- 
ceed to give fome account of this Author’s remarks on 
the Quebec A 3 , and of his plan of reconciliation. After re- 
viewing in fucceffion the feveral parts of the A<ft, he prefenta 
us with his own remarks upon each of them Separately. — Con- 
cerning the extenfion of the boundaries of the province, he af- 
ferts, generally* that the objeflions againft it have been fully 
and ably anfwered by the author of 44 An Appeal to the Pub- 
lic, &c.” We are not however fatisfied with this fummary 
decifion on a topic of fo much importance. Were there no 
objedions to the form of government, inftituted by the A <5 in 
queftion, it might ftill be doubted whether many of the coun-i 
tries now comprehended within the province of Quebec* ar$ 
not too remote from the capital to be advantageoufly governed 
as parts of the fame province. — But condemning* as we muft,* 
the nature of the government thus inftituted, we fhould have 
been glad to fee its operation contracted within the narrowed: 
limits ; and indeed nothing but the ftrongeft neccflity could 
juftify the eftablilhment of popery and defpotifm in all the im- 
menfe uncultivated regions of Britifh America : this however is 
not all the mifehief; for the operation of this government, fo 
repugnant to the religion and conftitution of our country, is 
not confined to the inhabitants even of the extended province 
of Quebec, fince by a late inftru&ion to the Governor, the in- 
habitants of the other Colpnies, in all their commerce with the 
Indians, are required to fubmit to the ordinances of the un- 
conftitutional legiflature of Quebec ; a circumftance from which 
many diforders are likely to arife. 

Concerning the eftablifhment of Popery in Canada, our Au- 
thor obferves that the defenders of the A£t have been 4 afraid 
to fpeak out’ — have been 4 willing to allow any thing, to 
have recourfe to any fubterfuge* rather than confefs that the 
Romilh religion was eftablifhed by this Aft. — It is tolerated 
laid they, but not eftablifhed. — Nay one writer (fays he) found 
Out that the Church of England was eftablifhed by it.’ — This 
extravagant pofition our Author fufficiently refutes, and then, 
proceeds : 4 Let us fpeak out* let us boldly acknowledge the 
truth:— the A ft has eftablifhed the religion of Rome at Que- 
bec. Why torture ourfelves to explain away a truth that is fo 
dear ? Or why hefitate to acknowledge a faft that needs no 

apology ? % 
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apology ? If there be any force in treaties ; if any faith is duo 
to them ; if they can convey a right ; the Canadians had aright 
to this eftablifliment.’ — To prove this our Author cites the 
27th article of the capitulation, and the 2d article of the defi- 
nitive treaty of Paris^ and endeavours to maintain from thence 
that the Canadians were entitled to a full eftablifhment of 
their religion. — All his arguments however upon this topic are 
fallacious; there being nothing in either the capitulation or 
treaty, as Mr. Maferes has clearly demon ft rated *, that could 
create an obligation on government to grant the Canadians any 
thing more than a toleration, or permiffion to attend and pro- 
fefs the worlhip of their religion without molejlation . And there- 
fore, as more than this has been granted ; as Popery, even in 
our Author’s opinion, has been fully eftablifhed, the framers 
of the Quebec AX are certainly expofed to the charge of hav- 
ing wantonly favoured a religion which, on account of its mif- 
chievous tendency, ought to be difeouraged by all who regard 
the welfare of mankind. Our fentimems on this fubjeX re- 
fult neither from bigotry nor enthufiafm. On the contrary, we 
are ready, if it be defired, to admit, that religion is a private 
Concern between every man and his Creator, and no otherwife 
deferving the cognizance of civil government than as it affe£ts 
the morals, the fafety, and profperity of focieties ; — in grant- 
ing this, however, we have granted all that can be required ; 
and even this will not juftify the encouragement which has 
been given to Popery in Canada ; for befides the pernicious ef- 
fects which naturally refult to mankind in genera), from the 
principles and praXices of this religion, the very belief of it is 
Known to be accompanied with tenets, and connected withpre- 
judices, particularly repugnant to the civil conftitution as well 
as to the peace of our country. This has been proved by too 
touch experience ; and therefore it was thought expedient, and 
even neceflary, by other parliaments, to impofe reftraints upon, 
the excrcife and profefliun of the Romifh religion within Great 
Britain and Ireland. We are therefore the more furprifed at 
the fudden prevailing difpofition in government to favour that 
Religion in a country where its continuance muft flrongly in- 
cline the inhabitants to connexions repugnant to their alle- 
giance to the Britifh crown. 

With refpedl to that claufe of the a£l which declares. “ that in all 
shatters of controverfy relative to property and civil rights, refort 
fhall be had to the laws, of Canada,” our Author fays, ■ No man 
can judge of the propriety or impropriety of this -claufe, who is 
not thoroughly m alter of the Hate of the country, and the temper 
and difpofition of the inhabitants. It is always difficult, and of- 


* See the lafi Number of our Review. 
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ten dangerous, to transplant in an inflan t a fy Hem of laws eftabliflied 
in one country by the progref&ve experience of ages, and to iropofe 
it on another country, where neither the cuftoms nor prejudices, 
nor habits of thinking hare paved the way for its reception. 

* Whether, during the many years we had been in pofTeffion of 
Canada, the minds of the people had been prepared for the recep- 
tion of the Englifh law, is a point on which parliament could rea- 
fon but imperfc&ly for want of fufficient data to go upon. Reports 
from the board of trade on the Hate of the province, reprefentations 
from men in the higheft offices in it, with plans for the form of 
government which was bed adapted to it, opinions on thefe plans 
from the law officers at home, and many other important papers 
had been laid before the council board ; they were called for by 
one at lead of the two houfes, but not produced, becaufe it (hould 
feem there was not time to copy them ; a reafon which mud appear 
Angular at the end of fo many years. Nor is this all, many com- 
petent witneffes were with-held from examination for no apparent 
reafon at all ; and one witnefs, high in office, was fuffered to infult 
the Houle by anfwers, that would not, under the fame circumdance, 
have been endured at the bar of an inferior court. 

‘ Thus much however may be gathered even from the imperfeft 
account we have of the debates, that the defenders of this claufe 
feem to have confounded two things perfedly diftind and indepen- 
dent ; the laws relating to fucceffion, and the transfer of the laws 
relating to judicial proceedings. It might have been very cruel, 
and very impolitic to have changed the one, and yet, at the fame 
time, very benevolent, and very politic to have changed the other. 
The edablifhment of a trial by jury in civil caufes would furely have 
made no change in the laws of fucceffion ; a jury may try a right to 
lands in common foccage, or to lands in gavel kind ; a jury is as 
competent to the trial in one cafe as in the other ; a jury does not 
create, it only finds a title.’ 

The Author farther remarks, * that of the arguments urged againft 
the trial by jury in civil cafes, feme went diredly in favour of that 
mode ; others proved not that the Canadians difliked a jury, but 
that they wifhed to make a real improvement in it;’ and in fupport 
of this he offers feveral inftances : 

‘ Another very ftrong objection was urged againft this genera] ex- 
tenfion of the laws and cuftoms of Canada in all matters relative to 
property and civil rights *. By the laws and cuftoms of Canada, the 
Governor was intruded with blank lettres de cachet, which he might 
fill up at his diferetion, and commit the party, whofe name he in- 
ferted, to prifen during pleafure. By this claufe of the ad then a 
King of England may give blank lettres de cachet to his Governor, 
and his Governor may make the fame ufe of them ; for if his Ma- 
jefty’s Canadian fiibjeds are to be governed by the ancient laws and 


# * See the examination of Mr. Maferes in the Parliamentary De- 
bates, vol. ix. p. 317, &c. — Though this book is of no authority, 
and ifi many places faulty, yet the accounts of this, and feme other 
examinations, feemed to be pretty accurately taken.’ 

Rev, Aug. 1775. M cuftoms 
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cuftoms of Canada: if this mode of ifluing lettres de cachet b6 
among thofe ancient laws and cuftoms, how can it be proved illegal 
in the King to iffue them, or in the Governor to apply them ? Or 
what punishment can yon in Hi 61 on the minifter who fhould advife 
the King to exercife, or on the Governor who ihould a&ually exer- 
cife, a power which parliament thus declares to be legal ? Or what 
remedy colild a fubjed, injured by a wanton exercife of that power,, 
obtain in the courts of Canada ? Perfonal liberty is a cMl right.— 
The laws of Canada are to provide the remedy againft a civil wrong* 
If they give no remedy, no remedy is to be had. And it is, 1 fup- 
pofe, out of doubt, that the laws of Canada provided no remedy 
againft this abufe of power in a Governor. 

* It was therefore infinuated by the very refpedabie witnefs, wht» 
during the courfe of his examination urged thefe arguments, that a 
claufe ihould be inferted granting the benefit of the Habeas Corpua 
A d to hisMajefty’s fubjeds in Canada. The claufe however was. 
not inferted, becaufe it was faid, that it was not probable that let* 
tres de cachet fhould ever be made ufe of. A reafon, which if it 
has any weight, would operate to the tearing up all the fences fet 
about our liberty. 9 

The Author applauds the introdu&ion, or rather confirmation* 
of the criminal law of England in Quebec, but juftly complains 
that the A3 has not fufficiently decided what are the particu- 
lar mifdemcanors, which are punifbable by this law ; fince, in 
many cafes, it is at the option of the plaintiff to feek reparation- 
for the fame offence, as being either a public or a private 
wrong; a crime or a civil injury; and therefore to chufe the 
fpecies of law, and the particular court by which his complaint 
fhall be determined. 

* But, fays he, the moft exceptionable part of the Ad, that which 
I conceive it impoflible to defend, that which deftroys, or at lead 
may be ufed to deftroy, all the beneficial provrfions which precede 
it, is the>conftitution of the legiflative council. 

‘ The' majority of feventeen men, in whom no earthly qualifier 
tlon is required, but that they be refident in the province of Que- 
bec ; who, for ought appears by this Ad, may be men of no pro- 
perty, no principles, no knowledge ; to be named by the crown, re- 
moveable by the crown, are intrufted 1 with the important buftnefa 
“ of making ordinances for the peace, welfare, and good govern- 
ment of the province." — 

‘ The re(Lri6lions, under which they are to exercife this extenfive 
authority, and which the Ad calls “ proper reftridions,” are only 
thefe : they cannot impofe taxes, except for local oeconomical pur- 
pofes: they muft tranfmit their ordinances for the approbation of 
the King in council : they cannot indeed during the interval between, 
the time of tranfmitting them, and that of their receiving the royal 
aftent, enforce any ordinance which infiids a higher penalty than a. 
fine* or imprifonment for three months : but the fine is unlimited ; 
fo that they may pafs ordinances which may cffedually ruin every 
man who is obnoxious to them* * 

• And 


Digitized by 


Google 


fcemarh on the principal Ails of the Thirteenth Parliament . 163 

. * And to every other purpofe this very refpeftable council has an 
ablolute power. It has the power of altering, under pretence of 
amending, the civil law : it has the power of altering, under the 
pretence of amending, the criminal law. The amendment of the 
civil law was an undertaking beyond the reach of the wifdom of 4 . 
Britilh parliament ; but is only a competent object of thefe heaven- 
born legiAators. The communication of the criminal law of Eng- 
land was from experience, found to be very beneficial and advanta- 
geous : why then Ihould the power of amending it be intruded to 
luch a body as this ? A reafon has been fuggeded, which I would 
not fuppofe to be the true one, though I may venture to repeat it : 
ftould a man (it is faid) be obnoxious to his excellency the Gover- 
nor, he has only to fummoq his devoted council of nine (for a ma- 
jority of this majority is a competent number) ; a new mode of pro- 
cedure, a new form of trial will be appointed, by way of “ altera- 
tion and amendment 5” and the culprit will hear no more of the cer- 
tainty, and lenity, of the criminal law of England. 

. 4 Such then is the tenure by which the Canadians hold the blef- 
fing conveyed to them by this Aft. If the whole province does but 
furnilh nine men of bad principles — and where is the province that 
will not ? — the Governor has only to recommend them to the crown, 
as fit perfons to be of the legillative council, and the Canadians may 
be legally ftript of every right, every bleffing they enjoy. Ten men 
would have laved the city with the odious name : nine only are 
enough to damn Quebec/ 

We entirely concur with our Author upon this topic, and 
from many of the circumftances attending the Quebec Aft, we 
tannot but entertain fears that a ftrong delire fomewhere fub- 
fifts to exterminate all free government in our American Colo- 
nies. By the royal proclamation of 1763, the civil conftitution 
of Canada had been legally and formally eftablilhed, and this 
eftablilbment had been made by the King in what our Author 
terms his Procuratoriat capacity, in that very capacity in which 
he had eftablilhed the government and conftitution of Ireland s 
2nd of the remoter doiinnions of the Britilh crown, and there- 
fore it could not, according to our Author’s doftrine, be an- 
nulled or altered by the whole power of parliament. By this 
proclamation Britilh fettlers were invited to eftablilh themfelves 
in the province of Quebec ; and, as an encouragement to their 
doing it, they were folemnly promifed the benefits of a popular 
legifladve aflembly, and the proteftion of the laws of England— 
inftead of which they are now fubjefted to the laws of France, 
and to the defpotiftfi of an unconliitutional council, in violation 
Of the honour and faith of the crown, which had been thus 
folemnly plighted 5 and furely it is no finall difiike to the exift- 
Once of colonial aflembliesj which, to avoid the eftablilbment 
of one in Quebec, could make fuch important Sacrifices.— Had it 
been really true that the prefent circumftances of Canada rendered . 
the immediate calling of an affembly inconvenient, yet a tem- 
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porary legiflative council might have been created of a lefs des- 
potic nature. One precedent of this had occurred in the reign of 
Charles II. who was not remarkable for any regard to the free- 
dom of his fubjefis ; but yet when Jamaica was conquered, and 
a legiflative council was, from the unfettled ftateof the ifland, 
thought more expedient than a regular aflembly, he, by his 
commiffions and indrufiions to Governor Doyley, dated the 
8th of Feb. 1660, direfied that all the members of this coun- 
cil, excepting only the Secretary, fhould be defied by the in- 
habitants, — a circumftance which placed their freedom on a 
very different bafis from that of the people of Canada^ if in* 
deed they can be faid to have any freedom at all. 

To underftand the nature of our Author’s plan of reconcilia- 
tion, it is neciflary to obferve that an important objefiion made 
by the Colonids to parliamentary taxation confided in the want 
of that relation between them and the members of parliament 
which fubfifts between the latter and the people of England* 
“ The Commons, fay the Colonids, in impofing taxes within 
the realm, pay themfelves a part of their own impofitions ; but 
in taxing us they not only pay no part of the tax itfelf, but, on 
the contrary, are thereby enabled to fave their own money and 
that of their condituents ; a circumftance which places us in a 
worfe fituation even than the unrepresented inhabitants of 
Great Britain.” 

To obviate this objefiion, our Author propofes that a cer- 
tain proportion fhould be fixed by parliament, 4 fo that when 
Great Britain raifes any given fum by a land tax, the Colonies 
fhould raife each a proportionate fum ; the mode of levying this tax 
to be left entirely to the provincial legiflatures ; the appropriation 
of it to be left to parliament. By this mode, fays he, the lame re- 
lation would have been created between the Houfe of Commons and 
the Colonies as between the Houfe of Commons and the inhabitants 
of Great Britain. The Houfe of Commons could not tax them any 
more than they can tax us without at the fame time taxing t he In- 
tel ves/ 

This idea however is neither new nor likely to effefi the pro- 
posed reconciliation ; for though this plan might, in one re- 
fpefi, give the Colonids that kind of negative fecurity which 
the unrepreiented part of the people of England enjoy, it is 
probable that fomething more would be required ; that the 
American freeholder would demand the privileges of a Britifh 
freeholder, and would date it as an afi of iniudice, that whilq 
he poflefies that kind of property which, in Great Britain, con- 
fers the privilege of a representation, he is allowed no fuch 
privilege; but, on the contrary, placed in the condition of 
thofe who have no property at all. — Nay, he would allege his 
condition to be even worfe than theirs; and would fay* 
44 you deprive us of thofe commercial benefits which are enjoyed 
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hv all the reft of his Majefty’s fubjefls ; we are compelled to pur- 
chafe the goods which have been taxed within the realm, and 
ftill you require us to contribute a full proportion of the public 
expences. Our commerce is regulated for your own partial in- 
tereft, and ftill you are not Satisfied. You demand money from 
us v but with- hold from us the common means of acquiring it ; 
you compel us to fubmit to equal burthens, but deny us equal 
rights and privileges. Even the money which you demand we 
are not allowed to grant — you take it from us, and confer only that 
pajftve Jecurity which even aliens refiding in Great Britain enjoy.” 

foreign literature' ^ 

(By our Correspondents) 

Continued, from our loft Appendix, fublijbed in July , 1775# 
Art. I. 

FRANCE. 

T HERE is no anfwering wit and humour when they have 
truth on their fide ; and, indeed, it is not always eafy to 
parry their thrufts, even when truth difavows them. The new 
produdion of the eloquent* petulant, and ingenious Linguet 9 
though replete with fpirit, acrimony, humour, and calumny, 
comes too late. The laugh againft him has been raifed and is 
gone round, in confequence of the Theory of Paradox men- 
tioned in our laft Appendix, and the defence againft ridicule and 
truth limps but lamely after it, in the piece before us, which 
is entitled, Tbiorie du Li belle, ou F Art de Cakmnier avec fruit , 
DiaUguo Pbilofophique pour fervir de Supplement a la Tbeorie do 
Paradoxe • 8vo. 1775. i. e. The Theory of Libelling, or the Art 
of throwing Calumny with Succefs, &c. This piece is really but 
an imbello telum, an harmlefs weapon. It will not defend the Au- 
thor, nor will it offend any but the Spectators of the combat* 
To fpeak without a figure, there is a mixture of difgufting va- 
nity and bitter malignity in this compofition, that only ferve to 
refled difgrace on the Writer’s talents ; and it is with pain that 
we behold all the fury of that bigotry, which formerly reigned 
in the fchools of polemic divinity, infefling the fphere of phi- 
lofopby and literature. It is, however, obfervable, that Mr. 
Linguet makes a tolerable defence with refped to a few fe- 
parate articles ; but the charge of inconftftency, exaggeration, 
paradox, and felf Sufficiency remains againft him, in its full 
force. Mr. Lingubt's imagination, difdaining the common 
road of truth and good fenfe, and preferring the filming fphere 
of wit and novelty, has been prejudicial to the influence of ta- 
lents, that, under better regulations, might have been ufeful to 
literature and fociety. 

II. The miniftry of the Chancellor Maupeou forms a remark- 
able period in the modern hiftory of France. A woffc, there- 

M 3 fere. 


Digitized by Google 



ify 6 FOREIGN CoRRKfPONDENCEi 

fore, in which the condu&, plans, and operations of that ml*: 
xjifter are developed and arranged with order and accuracy, 
muft be every way worthy of the attention of the Public ; fuch 
Is the following production : Journal Hijlorique de la Revolution 
cperee dam la Conjlitution de ta Monarchic Francoife par M. de 
Maupeou % Chancelier de France , avec cctte Bpigrafhe “ Quis tali a 
fando temp fret a lachrymis ?” i. e. An Hijlorical Journal of the Re- 
volution brought about in the Conjlitution of the French Monarchy 
by Mr • Maupeou, Chancellor , fcfc. 8vo. The firft three vo- 
lumes of this work were printed, fome time ago, with the 
greateft fecrecjr, at Amfterdam, without any bookfeller’s name; 
and they were communicated to the Public with the utmoft 
circumfpedion. They are worthy the perufal of the ftatefman, 
the citizen, and even of the philofopher, as both their moral 
and political contents furnifh matter for a great variety of re* 
flexions. The fecret operations in the Chancellor’s cabinet, 
with thofe of the other departments of flate, that have been 
connc&ed with them, or are analogous to them, — the arret ^ 
and remonftrances of the parliament, — the letters of the King 
and his minifters, — the difcourfes delivered by the chief magi- 
ftrates (even thofe which have not hitherto been made public) 
render this colle&ion Angularly interefting : and left the gravity 
of thefe difquifitions fhould prove tedious (to the Parifian reader, 
who loves variety) they are interfperfed with epigrams, anec- 
dotes, fongs, fatires, odes, and epifodes, which difFufe a cer- 
tain gaiety through thefe dark and ferious feenes of ambition, 
tyranny, and injuftice. This work begins with the year 1770, 
and with the famous edi& of the 27th of Odober, which was 
defigned to hurl the thunder of Mr. Maupeou’s vengeance at 
the devoted heads of the Old Parliament, and to crulh botfai 
them and the fundamental laws of the monarchy to atoms. 
The firft three volumes end with the return of the exiled princes 
to the codrt of Lewis XV. that is, with the conclufion of the 
year 1772. — We are curious to fee the remaining volumes of 
this interefting work, which is compofed and compiled by a fet 
of men, who are warm friends to the parliament that made a 
ftand againft the encroachments of Maupeou and defpotifm. Wq 
know not, indeed, how they will deferibe the reftoration of the 
parliament, which is recalled and reinftated upon the very fyf- 
tem of this corrupt, difgraced, and gracelefs minifter, and upoq 
the principles contained in the offenfive edid already mentioned. 
The recal of the Old Parliament feems rather to be a change 
of men * , than of meafures. Maupeou’s new edifice of political 
jurifprudence has, indeed, been thrown down, and the builder 
exiled ; and yet, this edifice has been rebuilt rapidly in the 
fame form, and upon the fame foundations, but with old fonts, 
* and 
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«nd by other arcbiUfls. The Old Parliament fucceeds the New 
in their honours and in their fetter s, 

III. The bookfellers Rualt , Jombert , and TEfprit have pub- 
lifted at Paris (under the name of London) a very ufcfui and 
veil compofed treatife, with the following title: Principe t 
Fondamentaux de la ConflruCiion des Places y avtc des Reflexions pro - 
pres a demontrer les Perfections et les Imperfections de cedes qui font 
ConJlruites y &c. i. e. The fundamental Principles to be obferved in 
fortifying Towns y together with Reflexions adapted to point out the 
Perfections and Defects that are to be found in flrong Cities j the 
Whole making a new Syflem of Fortification , accompanied with a new 
Theory of Mining $ in 8vo. with feven Plans. 1775. This trea* 
tife, which is worthy the attention of engineers, is divided into 
three parts. In the firft, which contains preliminary notions, 
the Author points out the conditions neceflary to the eredion 
of a fortrefs, and the manner of fulfilling them. He coniiders 
more particularly here, the fituation and inacceflability of a 
fortrefs, the nature of its circumference, the ditch, the covered 
way, the efplanade, the glacis, the out-works, the ravelin, the 
counter-guards, the parapets, the embrazures, &c. In the fe T 
fond part the Author lays before his reader the different fy Items 
of fortification ; of which fome are relative to the body of the 
place, and others to the out- works 5 and this part of his work 
is treated with great precifion and knowledge of the fubjed. Ip. 
the third part we find an excellent feries of rules laid down fof 
counter- mines of the firft and fecond order, under the glacis, 
the covered-way, the ditches, in the out-works, & c. 

The ingenious Author propofes td publift, as a Supplement 
to this work, a treatife concerning Irregular Fortification , and 
Campaign Fortification . Carrying his views flill farther, be has 
undertaken an hiftory of the progrefs of this fcience, with an 
account of the principal fyftems of fortification, in the order in 
which they have fucceflively appeared, with foort digreffions 
defigned to point out their refpedive inconveniences and advan- 
tages. The delineation of thefe fyftems, which are above 200 
in number, will be printed, to render it more generally ufeful, 
in French, Italian, Engiifo, and German. 

IV. Voyages dTtalie & de la Hollander £*fr. i. e. Travels 
through Italy and Holland , by the Abbe Coyer, Member of the 
Academies of Nancy , Rome 9 &c. Paris, printed by Duchefne. 
1775. This general and rapid view of Italy can exhibit no- 
thing very new after the numerous or rather innumerable ac- 
counts of that country under which the prefs has groaned for 
fome years paft j and, with refpe£t to Holland, the Author faw 
it too little and too fuperficially to give a full defeription of its 
government, curiofities, and manners. But what, neverthelefs, 
commends thefe Travels in a particular manner, is, the ac- 
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curacy, which is vifible in what the Abb£ Coyer relates, and 
above all, that amiable fpirit of philanthropy, that fpirit of true 
practical philofophy, that vein of patriotifm, thofe reflexions 
that tend to the improvement and felicity of human life, and 
fhat pleaftng drain of elegant fimplicity and eafe with which he 
writes to his female correfpondent ; for thefe Travels are given 
in a feries of letters to an Asfasia of the Author^ invention* 
In (hort, after reading the lively travels of GroJley y the learned 
ones of Keifi*r y Richard , and Volhman y the taftelefs and patch- 
work voyage of De la Lande (who fpeaks of beauties which he 
never felt, and deferibes landfcapes with the fpirit of an ob- 
ferver that thought of nothing but their angles and dimendons) 
the man of tafte and feeling will read the excellent Abbe Coyer 
with high pleafure. He has neither compiled from books, nor 
put the company he met with under contribution for anecdotes 
and materials. He has told what he faw, obferved, and felt ; 
and he has told it fo well, that we fhould be glad to hear of his 
fetting out again upon a new tour. We love the eafe, the wit, 
the franknefs, and humanity, that always flow from the pen 
and the heart of the Abbe Coyer. 

V. And now that we talk of humanity, let us not pals, un- 
regarded, the tribute paid to the memory of a man, who was 
one of its nobleft patterns, in the following excellent produc- 
tion of eloquence and truth : Eloge Hiftorique de M.£>ufjhay y 
i. e. Hijlorical Eulogy of Mr. £>uefnay y by the Count #Albok, 
Prince d'Yveiot , Member of the Royal Academy of Sciences , Belies 
Lettres and Arts at Lyons , of the Oeconmical Society at Bern , and 
of the Society of Oeconomijls at Paris. 8vo. 1775. Both the fub~ 
jeft and the Author of this Eulogy deferve admiration from the 
lovers of learning, of ufeful arts, and mankind. M. ^uefnay 
was born in the year 1694, and was removed from this life in 
the 80th year of his age. He was Counfellor and Firft Phyfi- 
cian, in Urdinary, to the King of France. He received front 
Nature, or the early impreffions of parental example, a predo- 
minant inclination towards agriculture and rural occupations, 
and he made a furprizing progrefs in learning and philofophy, 
though at the age of eleven he had not learned to read. About 
the year 1727, he acquired fuch a brilliant reputation in the 
% medical world, by his controverfy with the learned and eminent 
Siha y upon the fubjefl of phlebotomy , that he was chefen Perpe- 
tual Secretary to the Royal Academy of Stfrgery ; and, from one 
promotion to another, arofe to fuch a degree of credit that he 
was intruded' with the health of the royal family, and was ho- 
noured with Letters of Nobility by his Sovereign. He extended 
his views from animal to political oeconomy, and in his patriotic 
writings and plans (fo warmly commended and feconded Vf 
the late Marquis de Mirabeau) Jhe pointed out, with the nuft 
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luminous perfpicuity, the mod profound v knowledge, and the 
tnoft penetrating judgment, the principles and means of na- 
tional and domeftic felicity. His vaft genius extended its grafp 
to all the arts* and fciencts ; his heart was the feat of the no* 
bleft virtues ; and the fweetnefs of his temper, the fimplicity 
of his manners^ the modefty of his demeanour, and amenity of 
his converfation and character, rendered him the delight of all 
who knew him. ' 

A young nobleman, whofe age is 22, and whofe knowledge 
and virtue would do honour to grey heirs, is the panegyriit, 
who here fets before us the character, the manners, the con* 
pud, and writings of this venerable old man. They were both 
members of the Society of the Oeconomijis , and, fq far, were (in 
fpite of calumny) the friends of humanity. The Count 
d’ALBON, it is to be hoped, will be long an ornament to that 
refpe&able Society, to which his character and writings, even 
in the early blopm of youth, already do real honour. In his 
account of the writings of Mr. Quesnay, he has drawn up, 
(in the fpace of between twenty and thirty pages) a clear, com* 
plcte and methodical fyftem of political ceconomy, whofe dif» 
terent parts had been long hid under a cloud of barbarous jar* 
gon, and fcientific terms, in a prodigious multitude of volumes* 

We find at the end of this admirable Eulogy , a Letter concern - , 
ing Commerce , Manufactures, and the Conjunctions of Luxury , 
Which does infinite honour to the Count d’ALBON, and deferves 
to be tranflated into all languages. It is the voice of reafon, 
calculation, and humanity, proclaiming the ruinous effe&s of 
luxury, and unfnafking the flimfy fophiftry of tbofe who repre- 
sent it as ufeful to a nation. 

VI. There never has been a period in which religion has 
been attacked with more animofity, and defended with more 
zeal among French writers than at this prefent time. There 
Was an aera when the conteft was warm in Great Britain : when 
the Tindals, Tolands , Colinfes, and Chubb s, made laborious but 
ineffectual attempts to overturn the credit of revelation, and 
when defenders of equal induftry and fuperior merit repelled 
their attacks. But at prefent the combat feems pretty well 
over : the warriors reft upon their arms ; — and whether it be 
mutual forbearance, or mutual indifference , the voice of deiftical 
controverfy is lefs heard than formerly. In France the cafe is 
quite otherwife : Deifm there is grown noify and induftrious ; 
but it is a Deifm of an odious and ignoble kind. The pre- 
yailing ftrain of incredulity in France is a mixture of Atheifm 
and Scepticifm with licentioufnefs and immorality, defigned 
equally to corrupt the understanding, and to inflame the paffions ; 
and nothing is more common than to obferve, in the fame 
work, mttapbyftcal japbifms employed to call a veil over Truth, 
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;and impure and lafcivious fcenes defcribed to affift effectually fajfe 
reafining in its efforts to deffroy all principle. Among the 
writers who have diftinguilhed themfelvcs by their laudable at- 
tempts to render ineffectual the frenzy or the malignity of thefe 
enemies to the tranquillity and happinefs of mankind, Father 
Charles Lewis Richard, Profeflor of Divinity, deferves 
an eminent rank* After having refuted the book entitled, De 
la Nature (which bears the name of Robinet as its real or no~ 
tninai Author) and attacked fome other productions in which 
(a thing unknown among Englilh Deifls of any reputation) im- 
morality is blended with impiety, he has now publifhed a new 
polemical work, entitled. La Defenfe de la Religion , de la Mo - 
rale, de la Vertu , de la Politique id de la Societe, dans la Refutation 
de deux Outrages, qui ont tour titre, fun, Syjlemt Social, tdc* 
V autre. La Politique Naturelle , ou Difcours fur les vrais Principe s 
du Gouvernement . Paris. 8vo. This Defence of Religion, 
Morality, Virtue, Government, and Society, is compofed with 
learning and judgment, and refutes compleatly the Social Syftem 
(whofe atrocious tenets we expofed when they appeared about 
two years ago *) and the other worthlefs production mentioned 
in the title. It is not likely that the revolution in religion that 
has been attempted, on the Continent, for fome years paft, 
and for the effecting of which a fort of confederacy feems to 
have been formed, will ever take place. Even Voltaire begins 
to be affiamed of his affociates in the caufe of infidelity, as may 
appear from his poetical epiftle to Count Treflan, where the 
pretended philofophers are covered with ridicule and reproach. 
They were for carrying him into the difmal labyrinth of Athe* 
ifm ; but this (hocks him, as he oqly wants to get rid of Chri£» 
tianity. 

VII. The hours of amufement of great meji are interefting 9 
and even the lefs ferious and lefs fubftantial productions of 
thofe hours of relaxation, have fomething in them much more 
pleafing than the moil brilliant compofitions of people who are 
always fpouting froth or blowing bubbles in literature. We 
enjoy this fpecies of pleafure in feeing a Collection of Tales com- 
pofed by the late Count Caylus, and (Icfigned as a Supplement 
to the Fairy Tales of Madame dCAulnoy. The French title of 
his little work is, Tout vient d point a qui peut attendre ou Ca- 
dichon fuivi de Jeanette ou f Indifcretion, Contes par feu Mr* 
k Comte de Caylus . This venerable antiquary gets here into bis 
eafy chair, and leaving, for fome moments, bis old ftiff and 
cloudy companions the Egyptians, Hetrurians, and Gauls, and 
even his more elegant acquaintance in Greece and Rome, tells 
his Tales with a facetioufnefs and fimplicity, which wp fhould 

? See vol. xlvii. of this Review, p. 555, 
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(Scarcely expe& from one who has always been labouring in the 
mines of antiquity, 

VIII. A very learned Benedi&ine of the abbey of St. Hubert* 
Pom Robert Hickman, has compofed a work which will 
occupy feveral volumes, and whofe title is, Differtations fur U 
Mecanifme EltClrique Univerfel de la Nature , relativement a la 
Phyfique* a la Metapbyfique* a la Politique , & a la Morale* i. e. 
Differtations upon the Univerfal* Electrical Mechanifm of Nature , 
in its Connexions with Natural Philofopby* Metapbyfics , Politics, 
and Morality.— That the Public might not be objlupefied* 
(excufe the term. Father Samuel ! it is fo like your own) by 
thefe volumes coming upon it, at once, with fuch a title, an4 
without any previous warning, the learned Monk has prepared 
jt for the ele&rico-literary (hock by a ProfpeCtus* in which he 
lays down the principle and defign of his work. Like many 
other philofophers he is fond of a ftmple principle of cofmology* 
Perfuaded that the caufe of all the effects we fee is one in i|s 
pature — that after having multiplied itfelf infinitely , it returns to 
its primitive unity , and that thus all is connedcd in an harmo- 
nious concatenation, he has been long inveftigating this uni- 
yerfal principle, and after an innumerable multitude of experi- 
ments, he has found it in electricity . He began by imaginings 
that ele&ricity might, poffibly, be no more than an analogous 
effect derived from the univerfal mechanifm of Nature : — he was 
confirmed in this notion by the treatife of M. de la Ptyrehe 
concerning the folar ele&rical mechanifm, by wUch that Au- 
thor explains the caufes of magnetifm and of th*ides, and by 
the application, which Mr. De St. Ignon makes of the fame prin- 
ciple to account for gravitation and other properties of matter. 
But when our ingenious Benedi&ine had obferved, that the 
manner of agency in Beings entirely fpiritual* bears an harmo- 
nious analogy to that which is obfervable in material beings, 
animated by an a&ive principle, he then fell into a kind of rap- 
ture, thought he faw all the beings of the univerfe in perfedfc 
unifon , and cried out iupn % x«. — The ele&rical principle is thus 
raifed to the very fummit of dignity and influence, and, indeed, 
^t has rifen but by degrees. It was fucceffively employed to 
amufe the children, and grown gentlemen , to improve kite-flying* 
to roqfl pullets* to cure rheumatifms and palftes* to avert thunder , 
to explain (fee Brydone) the theory of comets , and now in the 
hands, or rather in the head of Dom Robert Hickman, it 
is become the plqflic nature revived, and the great law of uni- 
verfal motion and agency, inanimate , animals intellectual* moral 
and political. 

The learned Benedictine lays down, in this ProfpeCtus , the 
great lines of his new fyftem, which brevity of fpace hath ren- 
dered obfeure* though they fill eighteen large pages. We (hall 
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therefore defer a more particular account of them until tlje work 
itfelf is ^ublilhed* The work, which is to be comprifed in fix 
volumes* 8vo. of 5 or 600 pages each* is to be published by fub- 
feription, and only to be paid for on the delivery of each vo- 
lume annually. The id volume, for which fubferiptions ye 
taken in by Delorme in London, is already printed, and con- 
tains fix Dtffertations : the ift. On the Exiftence of a fpiritual ac- 
five Principle , diftinSt from Matter . (We tranflate our Author 
exaflly.)— The 2d, Concerning primordial Matter in general.— 
The 3d, Concerning organized , elajlic % and non elaflic Matter.— 
The 4th, Concerning elementary , organized , homogeneous Bodies.— 
The 5th, Concerning organized , heterogeneous Bodies : — And the 
6th and laft, Concerning the primitive Properties of organized ele- 
mentary Matter.— Though we find in the Profpe&us % pr preli- 
minary difeourfe, of Dom Hickman, a vein of fancy that lead* 
toobfeurity, and which puts us in mind of John Hutchin? 
son’s book upon Glory and Gravity , yet far be it from us to com- 
pare the two writers together, for the latter was a wrong-head , 
and our Author, with all his refinements, is an able and learned 
philofopber ; but, alas ! it is often the fate of even eminent 
men to be carried, like others, after a IFill with a Wifp* and 
we are afraid that this is fometimes the cafe with Dom Hick- 
man* However, his merit as a Natural Philofopher was ac-* 
knowledged, honourably for him, by the Academy of Munich, 
which crowned his two prize differtations, fomc time ago. On 
the MeebanifnQpf Ihunder and Lightnings and the Methods of 
avoiding their pernicious effects* It muft alfo be obferved, as 
a commendation of this work, that the three firft volumes of 
it were carefully perufed by the learned and celebrated Mr. Si - 
gem de la Fond , Profcffor of Experimental Philofophy at Paris, 
who bellowed high encomiums upon the labours of our Author, 
pnd advifed him to publifh it in French, into which language, 
accordingly, he tranflated it from the Latin in which it was 
originally compofed. 

IX. The 14th and 15th volumes of the Hifloire Generali da 
TAfity de 1 ' Afriques (A de F Amerique^ (Ac. of the ingenious and 
eloquent Abbe Roubaud are, in many refpe£ts, fuperior to the 
preceding ones, of which we formerly gave an account*. They 
abound with difeuffions interefting to humanity, and contain 
excellent lefTons of political ceconomy, which diverfify the uni- 
form tone of hillorical relation, in a manner that will convey 
both entertainment and inflrudion to a judicious reader. In 
the 14/6 volume we fee the SpaniQi empire raifed upon the ruins 
of the new-difeovered world,— the furious Buccaneers giving 
the Indians revenge for the barbarity of their conquerors, — the 

• See Review for Jane, p. 529. 
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jrcftem parts of the American continent covered with Euro-* 
pean adventurers, French, Englifh, Dutch, and Swedes, — fet* 
tlements begun and deferted,— ambition and avarice poifoning 
the fources of opulence, and deftroying all the rational purpofes 
and the happy fruits of fplendid acquificions, and luxury and 
floth engendering famine and mifery in the midft of abundance; 
The fettlcments of the Englifh are related and appreciated in 
this volume, and the fettlement of the Jefuits at Paraguay is 
defcribed and criticifed in a mafterly manner. But what is fin* 
gularly ftrikjng in this volume, is, the fevere cenfure of the 
miniftry of Colbert , which has been always celebrated with fuch 
peals of applaufe by the French panegy rifts. The preference 
which this minifter gave to the advancement of commerce be- 
fore that of agriculture has drawn upon him the vengeance of 
our Author, who is one of the moil zealous members of the fa^ 
mous Society of Rural Oeconomijis , who make at prefent fuch a 
Boife in France. However, it mud be confeffed that the ad- 
mirers of Colbert will upt find it an eafy matter to quench the ckrts 
of this flaming adverfary. 

The 15th volume exhibits new difeoveries by fea and land,—* 
new fources of diffidence and diflenfion between the powers of 
Europe, — the primitive fettlements groaning under monopolies, 
— fyftems of legiflation oppreflive to the colonies, — the defpo- 
tifm of exclufive trading companies,— -the Have* trade, — the In- 
dian infurre&ions, — repeated efforts to encroach upon the li- 
berty of the colonies, and finally the Americans gathering 
ftrength, and prefuming to defend their rights, and to main- 
tain their privileges. The fettlement of the famous William 
Perm makes a fhining figure in this volume, and is celebrated 
by our Author as a memorable and unparalleled monument^ ere Sled 
by equity , fraternal benevolence , and all the foetal virtues , to the 
glory of the human race . Nothing, in fine; can furpafs the 
beautiful, affe&ing, and animated piflure, which he draws of 
the principles, morals, and virtuous induftry of this refpe&able 
colony, and its venerable founder ; it is every way adapted to 
excite in the heart the mod delicious feelings of beoevolence 
and humanity. At the fame time, this candid Writer is far 
from difguifing the glaring faults that have been committed by 
the French miniftry in the management of their American fet- 
tlements. On the contrary, he Ihews the unhappy confequences 
of tbefe faults, by comparing the difmal fituation of the French 
fettlements with the prefperous ftate (Oh may it not be turned 
into defolation !) of the Englifh colonies. He indeed obferves, 
that while the Englifh colonies have been rifing in grandeur, 
the mother country has been finking under the weight of her ex- 
tcnfivc dominions. He enters here into a terrible detail, ac- 
companied 
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companied with fatal predi&iohs. We have not the heart id 
follow him farther. 

GERMANY and the NORTH; 
FrAncfort. 

X. It is not eafy to decide under what clafs we ought tti 
range the very odd production of a Gentleman of the Chamber to 
their Imperial and Apoftolic Majeftie?, which is intitled thus : 
Memorial tun Mondain , par M. U Comte Max. Lamberg, C. 
dc LL. MM. JJ. R. R. A. A. i. c. (if the Gentleman talced 
the word Mondain in its proper fenfe) The Journal of a World- 
lings or a Man of Pleafure: but if we judge of the title by the 
book, we (hall be naturally led to tranftate, or rather paraphrafei 
it thus : The Journal of a Man % who has been running about in half 
and Corftcas and throwing upon paper , his thoughts , his converfalions * 
in j hort 9 whatever came into his head . Be that as it may, ftylej. 
paper, printing, and pun&uation are here the very worft con* 
ceivable, in their feveral kinds. The Author is one of tbofe 
numerous men of quality, who have not; yet learned either to 
think or write; and yet, here and there, he gives us accounts 
of Corfica (the chief fcene of his travels) and of his converfa- 
tions with M. de Marbeuf that are not unintercfting, and that 
have an air of truth, though they are not, at all, favourable to 
Paoli , or to his cnthufiaftic Hiftorian. Upon the whole, amidft 
much nonfenfe, and many vulgar fcraps of Italian 'politics and 
literature, we meet now and then with fome things, qua toller* 
velles , fome anecdotes relating to perfons and things, that are 
entertaining. Mr. Lamberg does not repeat what any other 
traveller has faid concerning Corfica, Venice, Leghorn, and 
the other parts of Italy through which he pafled. He only telld 
us whom he faw, with whom he converted, what they faid, and 
what he thinks of them.— He met with a rare perfonage at Ve-„ 
nice, the Marquis $ Aymar % or Belmar % known at the courts of 
London, Ver failles, Vienna, the Hague, &c. under the title of 
the Count de St . Germain . This odd man was looked upon, al- 
moil generally, as a notorious, fanatical quack and alchymift, a. 
profound chymitt, a myfterious politician, and was moreover, 
(iippofed to foe a fpy. We (hall extra& from this account fome 
particulars in the fame order (or rather diforder) in which they 
lie in the Journal before us : — 4 St. Germain, or Belmar, is em- 
ployed with near an hundred women (moftly nun? furnifhed 
by the abbefies of feveral convents) in making experiments 
upon flax, which he has found out a method of bleaching^ 
that renders it equal in merit to the raw filk of Italy. —He 
wrote a mod lingular letter from Mantua to our, Author in the 
year 1773, in which, after giviog an account of his being ar- 
retted at the Hague, and his having offered a diamond of the 
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finefl water to the officer who arrefted him, he add? : “ I broke 
this diamond, upon the officer’s refufal of it, with the help of 
a large hammer, and the footman gathered up the pieces. X 
was, however, for ry that I had done this, as I bad been at infi- 
nite pains in compofing this flone, which was acknowledged as 
genuine in Brazil, and in the empire of Mogul, (It muft have 
been a travelling diamond indeed !) Count Zobor 9 Gentleman 
of the Chamber to the late Emperor, was concerned with me 
in compofing diamonds. The Prince of T— bought one of 
my making about fix years ago, for 5500 Louis tor , and fold 
it afterwards to a rich fool for a thoufand ducats above this 
film, — A Pot , a Margrafft and a Reuelle , decide prefumptuoufly 
that it is not poffible to compofe a diamond, becaufe they are 
ignorant of the true principles of this art. But if thefe gentle- 
men would ftudy men more than books, they would difcover fe- 
crets that are not to be found in the Golden Chain of Homer, the 
Great and Little Albert , and the myfterious volume of Picatrix* 
Important difcoveries are referved for travellers alone. I my- 
felf owe the fecret of melting and compofing diamonds to the 
fccond voyage I made to the Eaft-Indies with Colonel Clive oi\ 
board the fleet commanded by Admiral Watfon. — All my at- 
tempts at Paris, London, and Vienna, were but imperfedt, the 
grand fecret was referved for this voyage.” In the remaining 
part of this letter, Belmar (or St. Germain) gives *in account of 
his conventions with the Nabob of Baba, which, though they 
have a moft lying afpedt, may (if not true) be only the ilJufions 
of an irregular imagination. This man muft certainly be fup- 
pofed an entbufiaft as well as an impoftor (if fuch a mixture be 
in nature.) For a mere deceiver, who had common fenfe* 
would not, in this age of light, and little faith , tell our Author 
gravely that he (St. Germain) was three hundred and fifty years 
old— that he poflelled an ointment which reftores youth, and 
by which an old woman, who had made an exceffive ufe of it, 
was reduced to the ftate of an embryo — that the King of France 
(Lewis XV.) was maintained in youthful vigour by his myfie - 
rious balfamic bottle alone, and that when the bottle was finifhed, 
its inventor would remount the theatre with a new luftre, and 
make himfelf known to all Europe by a coup d' eclat After all* 
this Centaur of fanaticifm and impofture was the man to whom 
Lewis XV. gave the apartments that became vacant at Cham- 
bord by the death of Marfhal Saxe, and who was received with 
diftindion by all the courts and ftates of Europe. Our Au- 
thor, Count Lamberg , promifes in this work a farther and more 
circumftantial account of this abfurd ftraggler, and he feems to* 
have a genius and turn worthy of this heterogeneous fubjeft. 
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Gottingen. 

XI. The learned M. Meiners, Profeflor of Philofophy, bsi 
publifhed in this city, Verfucb Uber % i. e. An hiftorical EJfay 
concerning the Religion of the Ancient Nations , and more efpeciaily of 
the Egyptians. >1775* This is a learned and ingenious produc- 
tion, worthy of the erudition and judgment of its Author. 
Among its mod interefting contents we may reckon the Au- 
thor’s examination of the accounts we have of the religion and 
philofophy of the Egyptians in the writings of Herodotus, Ma- 
nethon, Diodorus Siculus, Plutarch, Jamblicus, &c. as alfo of 
his remarks on the hieroglyphics , and the true method of explain- 
ing them. The apparent contradictions between the (acred 
writers, and their difagreement with the relations of profane 
hidorians, are alfo ably difeufled in this work. 

\V I T T E M B E R. G. 

XTL However the Author came by the contents of the fol- 
lowing work (for it looks ver j like a compilation or common- 
place-book) it is far from being deftitute of merit. It has in 
the fird place (and that in a high degree) the merit of variety, 
and the greated part of the fubieds treated in it are of the mod 
intereding kind. The title of the work is, Vermifchte Auf- 
seetze uber einige Gegenflande der Philofophe , &c. — i. e. Ef- 
fays upon fever al Subjects of Philofophy and Hiftory y printed by Zim- 
merman. 1775* — -Thefe Effays are 12 in number, and their fub- 
je£b arc as follows : x. A Defence of Hidory, more efpecially 
againd the Objections of % J . Roufleau.— 2. Sociability (hewn 
to be an ejfential Property of Human Nature. — 3. Confiderations 
on Confidence . — 4. An Examination of that Queftion, Whether 
or no the Body bears an essential Part in Love ? — 5. An Ex- 
tract of Huet’s Book concerning the Weakncfs of the Human 
Underdanding.— Reflexions on fome French Hidorians, and 
on the Qualities required in order to fucceed in Hiftorical Com - 
poftion.—y . Concerning the Exercife of Politenefs among the 
Romans.— 8. Remarks upon the Religion, Manners, and Cuf- 
toms of the Chinefe. — 9. Thoughts concerning the Sentiments 
of the Pagan Philofophers with refpc<a to the true Felicity of 
Man. — 10. Chara&eridical Lines of the Mogols. — n. An At- 
tempt to prove that the Sciences were cultivated among the 
Gauls , in the mod remote and early Periods of their Hidory.— 
12. Concerning the Caufes of the Progrefs and Decline of the 
Sciences.— Here you fee there is a large entertainment j— the 
difhes are all good, nay fome of them are of the fird rank in 
the fphere of good eating $ fo that nothing is wanting but the 
irejfng. As to this, it might be better, but we have feen worfe. 

Berlin. 

XIII. One of the mod valuable Productions in the Ana- 
tomical Clafs, that has lately appeared in Germany, is that 
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Which bears the following title : Walteri Obfervationes 
Anatomic*^ &c. i. e. Anatomical Obfervations by Dr . Walter , 
Firjl Profeffor of Natural Philefdphy and Anatomy , and Ordinary 
Member of the Royal Academy of Sciences and Belles Lettres at Berlin 
This work, whether we confider the accuracy of the obferva- 
tions it contains, or the importance of the fubjefls that are 
here treated, or the maderly manner in which the plates art 
executed, deferves a place among thofe of a Cowper , a Mart - 
gapU) a Monro , an Albinas, and a ^Hunter* 

One of the pieces in this coliedion contains an account of the 
correfpondence between thefmalleft branches of the la&eal tubei 
and of the maimer in which the milk of a nurfe is reforbedox re- 
moved from the bread. This piece is relative to a coritroverfjr 
that has been carried on wich a good deal of warmth. The 
celebrated Dr. Meckel aiTerted, that he had difeovered commu- 
nications ( Anafomojes ) between the lafleal tubes of the breads i 
his difciple and fucceflor in the Royal College of Phyfic, Mr. 
Walter, denies pofitively the exidence of fuch communica- 
tions, either between the principal trunks, or between the 
fmalier ramifications of thefe tubes. Experiments are appealed 
to on both (ides. Thofe, however, of Mr. Walter, feem 
judly to claim the preference, as having been made with ao ex- 
cellent machine invented for that purpofe by Profeflbr Monro of 
Edinburgh, who made the experiments himfeif In the year 
1756, at Berlin, where he redded for fome time with our Au- 
thor, in the Koufe of Profeflbr Meckel. As this machine has 
been improved by Mr. Walter, there is no reafon to doubt 
of the accuracy of his experiments. Now the refult of thefe 
experiments is, that the lymphatic veflels reforb , or draiw back 
the milk from the la&eal tubes, and by their lateral branches 
have communications ( Anajlomofes ) with the blood-veflels alfo. 
And both the phenomena and experiments feem to fupport this 
hypothecs, preferably to that of Profeflbr Meckel, who main - 
tained, that the lymphatic veflels of the breads reforb only a 
thin aqueobs fluid, and not the pure milk, whofe denfer part 
iHmmediately carried off by the blood veflels. — We taufl refer 
the curious, and efpecially the Anatomical Reader, to the work 
itfelf for a more circumftantiail account of this controverfy. 

Another fubje& that prefehts itfelf in this excellent coIIeG- 
tion, is the terrene Concretions , of calculous, dony fub'ft a rices’ 
that are found in different parts of the human body, and arife 
from the ftagnatton of the fluids and other caufes. Ther£ is a very 
great variety in the nature of thefe concretions , which Mr. Wal- 
ter deferibes with the utmod precifion, and relates alTo all thd 
particular cafes of this kind, Which he has met with in the courfe 
6f his practice. Among the more uncommon examples of thefe 
concretions we (half only mehrian 130 fmaJl dories Which Mr. 
Re*. Aiig. 1 775. N Wakt* 
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\VaIter3rew, fome vears ago, from the £ all -bladder 6f h ttijjh 
bf the age of 50. Th'efe ttones, which kre hlfnoft *1) found, 
ini of the fizfeof a large pea, referhble pcrfb&ly artificial pearls, 
l>y the filyer colour and tranfparende of theit cbterihg, uhdfcr 
which. there it a brown kernel, and an ihterrhfefltetc fhMhutceof 
a yellowifh cblour. 

This collection is terminated by an Exafnfodiiofi 6f the veiks 

the head an l the neck , which coft our AutHbr the palhfc of in- 
jecting above two hundred bodies 6f perfbnS of afl uge$. Thfc 
defeription of the veins is one of thofc iriterelting pins Of *ha- 
tomy # .that has been left the molt impeffeft, 'and froth ‘Which’, 
the difficulties that attend it, feetn to hive deterred the abfeft 
fcirofeflbrs bf that fcience. Little was dbne in this Way frbth 
the times of Vefalius and Euftachius, until tPihfoib appeared 
and difplayed great knowledge And induftry in his endeavour* 
to throw light on this part of anatomical fcience, and to elxhibft 
the veins of the human body in a tolerable order* Halldr 
went beyond all his predeceffors ; but the fubjeA Is (till fuf- 
ceptible of farther improverbenr. More efpecftlty ft was re- 
fer ved for our Author to trace the origin, to point out the pfro- 
grefs, to mark the pofition and ramifications of the veifrs tif tftfe 
head, in a manner much more exa&, circumftaritial^hd fatis- 
faCtory, than is done by the imperfeCt figures of Vefalus and 
Ipuftachius. The difficulties of injeCting the head ate great, 
and the fuccefs precarious. Mr. Walter, however, after 
many fruitlefs attempts, injeCted three heads With filch remark*- 
able fuccefs, that the balfamick oils, (which’he Ufually mixes 
with his beft injections) not only were conveyed ihtb the inter- 
nal (kin of the mouth, of the pharynx, and of rtte Obfb, filth 
the inward parts of the eye, into the brain, the periofteutti, anil 
the fubftance which contains the medibullium\ but even flawed 
back into the fineft arteries. The courfc which the injfcCted 
fluid took, furniflied Mr. Walter with fevdral dbfervatiorrs 
upon the caufes of apoplexies, upon the properties of the veins, 
and upon the aftoniihing varieties (or as it Were lufus^ Ntottitst) 
that are difplayed in their beginnings, their nuriibfct^ their di- 
rection, their divifion, and their terminations. As tHetiortOh 
of the ancients, that the veins in their direction futlotfed (We 
^courfe of the arteries or nerves, has been proved erroneous,' Ibmo 
eminent modern anatomifts have been from thence Ted to think, 
that their variations go on ad infinitum , and by this prejudice, 
have been deterred from entering into the curious IflVrftigatiOtis, 
which have been purfued with luch fuccefs by dUr learhed Au- 
thor. Hence the penury of figures, and the vague and obfctire 
accounts of the veins, that form a confidence defe& in sL 
moft all fyftema of anatomy. Mr. Walter has gone Very far 
towards the removal of this defeCt, and he proitoifes to carry 
6 his 
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ft» inyeftigations ftill farther. Tbofe be has already made, fhtw 
the fixed laws, which Natute follows in the origin and direc- 
tion of the veins of the head, and will be certainly received with 
gratitude and applaufe by ah the votaries of anatomical fcience. 
Halle. 

XIV. The lovers of Civil JL«aw, and even of Natural And Po- 
litical Jwifprudence will find entertainment in the following 
calle&icm, entitled Differtationum atque Programmatum Crcllian 
rum tafciculus Primus* Printed by Hendel, 1775. Theft Dif* 
fertations, which were ptiblifhed Separately on Occaf&on of aca- 
demical promotions, and many of which are truly valuable, 
would have fallen into oblivion, if this method of joining them 
together had not been employed by a learned man (Mr* Befeck) 
to whom the Public is indebted, and will have ftili farther 
obligations on this account. 

Copenhagen. 

XV. . The counsellor of ftate, Langebeck, publtfhed, feme 
time ago (and we pardonably forgot to mention it hitherto) his 
third volume of his Collection of the Writers of Danish Miftory, 
who -relate the events and tranfa&ions of the Middle Age, (* 
curious period for thofe that are fond of robbery and aflaflina* 
tion under the vileft forms, the only events of that time in Den- 
mark) Serif tores Rerum Danicarum meiii Mvi % farttm haftenus 
inediti , quo* coUegit , adomavit , it publics juris fecit Jacobus Lange + 
befa S, R. Majejl. a cjoncihis flatus & Tabularii fantfioris 
Prafeflus. 

Breslau. 

XVI. Leibens Befcbreibungm % &c. j. e. The Lives of feveral 
eminent Per font of the tytb and 18/6 Centuries , tom. I. This 
volume contains the lives of Cardinal Poffionei % F. Mallebranche , 
Bern. Albinus. Cam. Falconet , Count Marftgli , P. Clement , 
Abbe Goujtt , Ph. Bridajl dt la Garde , Pafcal % De Bocbat 9 Per* 
rault % Count Bonneval , fVockcfodt , ( )tter % and others. As there 
are feveral of ihefe great men, who are not long enough dc^ 
to have obtained a place in any of the innumerable biographical 
dictionaries, this coikdtioa will, on that account, be fo much 
the more acceptable. 

MONTHLY CATALOGUE 
For AUGUST, 1775. 

American Controversy. 

Art. ii. A Declaration of the People’s natural Right U a Share in tii 
Legifiatore. By Granville Sharp. €vo. White. 

T HIS performance is divided into two parts— in the firft of 
which the judicious Author reviews the nature and funda* 
•enrol principles of onr civil confutation, in order to prove, frosp 
and arguments, that no colony or community of Britifh fubjefts, 
N 2 can 
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can juftly be taxed or governed by alts of parliament without bring 
allowed to participate, either personally or by reprefentation, in the 
democratic branch of the legiflature ; and that where (iich colonies 
or communities are fo far removed from the realm, as to render^ it 
impracticable for them to enjoy a (hare in the authority of parlia- 
ment, it becomes juft and neceffary to allow them feparate and in- 
dependent legiilatures, by which they may be held in Subjection and 
onion to the crown, but not to parliament : and be cites the anion 
between Great Britain and Ireland as an example of * the true con-* 
ftitutional mode of connecting Brxtifh dominions that are otherwife 
feparated by nature.’ — Having done this however, and having printed 
and diftributed foroe copies of this firft part, he afterwards became 
acquainted with the opinions delivered by Lord Coke, Judge Jen* 
kins. Lord Chief Juftice Vaughan, Judge Blackftone, the Honourable 
Mr. Barrington, &c. in oppoiition to the fupremacy which had been 
aferibed to the Irifh parliament, and therefore to vindicate the pro- 
priety of the example before cited, he was induced to enter into as 
examination of the reafons, which had been given in fupport of thefe 
opinions by their refpeCtive authors, and finding them mfuffident to 
the purpofe for which they had been alleged, he has now added his 
fecond part, and, as we think, has therein fully Supported and defended 
the independency of the parliament of Ireland, which had before 
been particularly maintained by Mr. Molineux — Wc are, however, 
forry to find that but a fmall imprefilon of this fober, difpaftionate, 
and rational performance, has been made, for the purpofe only of be* 
among the Author’s friends; more efpecially as it Appears 
to have been written (in direCl oppofition to all regard for private 
intereft) from a full conviClion of the reClitude of the doCtrine there* 
in delivered, and a ftron| fenfeof duty to the public. 

Art. 12. A Litter to Edmund Burke , EJq\ See. in Anfwer to his 

printed Speech of March 22, 1 775, fire. By Jofiah Tucker, D. D. 

Dean of Gloucefter, 8vo. 1 s. Cade!]. 

Dr. Tucker, here, controverts many of Mr. Borice's arguments, and 
almoft all his conclufions; and labours to fopport the expediency of 
his favourite plan of a reparation between Great Britain and the co* 
lonies in America ; and the better to difpofe the public to relinquifh 
the colonies, he undervalues the benefits refultmg from their com- 
merce, and reprefents the colonifts themfelves as the moft unprin- 
cipled, worthlefs, and deteftable part of mankind : all the crimes and 
snifdetneanours which particular individuals among them may at any 
time have committed, are here induftrioully difplayed, not as forming 
the character of particular offenders, but as conftituting that of the 
Brxtifh Americans in general : it would however be but a poor com- 
pliment to his underltanding to foppofehim infenfible of the iniquity 
of fuch indiferiminate dander. He, furdy, mu ft know, that if aU 
the offences which individuals, even of his o,wn facred order of prieft$ 9 
have committed, were colle&ed, and aferibed to that order in gene- 
ral, a chara&er not lefs deteftable than that which he has giv^n of 
the Americans might eafily be compofed for himfelf, in commoa 
with the reft of his own fraternity. — We mean this only to illuftrate 
more ftrongly the injufticc of involving whole bodies of men in ceq- 
fures which but few among them can have deferred. We doubt not but 

that 
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tint particular traders in America, like forae in other countries, are 
too ftrongly influenced by a love of gain ; that it may have led them 
to con trad debts too liberally, and to protrad the payment of them 
too long, and that by it fome have been induced to purfue unjuftifi- 
able kinds of commerce, and to commit other dilhoneft ads : but if 
this had been generally true of the commercial inhabitants of the 
colonies, it may be afked how ft happened that the merchants of 
Great Britain were fo folicitous for continuing an intercourfe which, 
in that cafe, moft have proved pernicious to them, or that they 
fhonld have acquainted the houfe of commons (as they did laft win- 
ter) that they “ were under no apprehenfions refpcding their debts in 
America, excepting what arofe from the meafares that may be adopt- 
ed in Great Britain.” 

We lately expofed one miftakt of the Author’s, in his laft preced- 
ing trad, with refped to Dr. Franklin* ; and if he had but recurred 
to the private letters which fome months ago palled between himfelf 
and that gentleman, probably his own confcience would have convided 
him of having, in another of his former trads, advanced a much 
more injurious and upjuft afperfion. — But, as if thefe were not fuffi- 
cient, the prefent pamphlet contains other efforts to defame the cha- 
rader of the fame abfent refpedful philofopher. How Dr. Tucker 
will reconcile this perfeverance in dander to a proper regard for truth, 
we are unahle to conceive. 

Art. 13. A Defence of the Refoluthns and Addrefs of the American 
Congrefs ; in reply tQ u Taxation no Tyranny.” By the Author 
ofRegulus. 8vo. 2 s. Williams. 

This pamphlet contains many very harfh and fome very juft ftric- 
turcs on the dodrines and tenets advanced in the pamphlet afcribed 

to Dr. J , and which has already been honoured with unmerited 

notice. 

Husbandry. 

Art. 14. The modern Improvements in Agriculture. Containing 
the Principles of Tillage and Vegetation, and prefent Pradice of 
the moft fkilful Hufbandmen in the Culture of Corn andPulfe, and 
of the Grades, Plants, and Roots for feeding Cattle : and a com- 
parative View of their Ufes and Advantages, from authentic 
Experiments made; by many ingenious Perfons, particularly in 
Britain and Ireland. Likewife the moft approved Methods of 
watering Land, Draining, and other valuable Improvements. II- 
Juftrated with Copper plates, and Defcriptions of feveral new In- 
druments ; one a Horfe-hoe invented by the Author, of very ge* 
neral Ufe, for hoeing all Crops planted in Rows, with wide or nar- 
row Spaces. — Part I.— By a Pradifer of both the old'and new 
Hnfbandry. Svo. as. od. Wilkie. 1774. 

Agriculture being of univerfal ufe, much has been already written 
Upon the fubjed. But the many improvements made in this primitive 
art, of late years, and the inftruments invented to facilitate the prac- 
tice of it, are not, the prefent Author thinks, fo generally known as 
they deferve to be. To extend the knowledge of them is the profejed 
intention of this publication ; by feleding the moft valuable mate- 

* See Ri v. Feb. p. 175. 
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rials from the bed authors, and conceding them in a clear aad cor*. 
cafe method. 

1 b the £r& chapter, the Author treats of the different foils, com- 
monly met with, which he di&inguiihes into Ji rang land, light land, 
aad loam ; and points out the different methods of cultivation pro- 
pcf for etch. — The two next chapters treat of tillage and fallowing. 
We then meet with fome ufeful remarks upon •wheat , beams t and 
other crops, bed fuited to the various foils. Chapters 9 and 10, con* 
tain fome neceflary rules to be obforved in breaking up meadows, and 
laying tfotuk lands to graft, — The advantages to be made of watering 
meadows is the iaff point here difcuffed. 

This trad, though chiefly a compilation from Young's Northern 
Tour, Dr. Hunter’s Oeorgical EfTays, Meflrs. Tull, Lifle, and others, 
contains in*ny ufeful obfervations, and may be perufed to advantage 
\jty the practical farmer. 

Heraldry. 

Art. 15. A Jhort arid eafy Introduction to Heraldry j wherein its 
inofl ufeful Terms are difpfaycd, with twelve elegant* Copper plates, 
containing 400 examples) colleded from the mod eminent ancient 
and modern Authors, and difpofed in a clear and alphabetical 
Manner. By Hugh Clark aad Thomas Wormull, Engravers. 

* Jimo. 2L Shropshire, and others, 1779. 

This fmall Manual of Heraldry will furnifh a good deal of ne- 
ceflhry inftrudion to thofe who wifh to gain, at lead, a know- 

ledge of that fcience, to which no gentleman fhould be an eatire 
ftranger. 

Law. 

Art. 16. The Laws of Shipping and Infurance. with a Digeft of 
adjudged Cafes; containing the Ads of Parliament relative to 
Shipping, Infurance, and Navigation ; together with the Laws for 
the Government of the Navy, and an Account of the Jurifdidion 
of the Admiralty Courts. With the Determinations of the* Courts 
of Judice on Trials concerning Shipping, Infurance, Loffos, Ave- 
rages, Bottomry, Barratry, Sec. ScC. From Trinity Term 1 693, to 
Michaelmas Term 1774* With the Reporters Names, and Re- 
ferences. To which are added, a Table and index of the Titles 
of the Ads, the Names of the Cafes, and the Matter contained 
therein. By Thomas Parker, of Lincoln’s Inn. 4U* 1 1. is. 

Boards. Cadell, &c. 1775. 

Con fi dering the enormous multiplicity of our date tot, digefts of 
particular fubjeds mud be highly agreeable, and ferviceablc, to all 
who have any connexion with them, as well as to the general pra&i- 
tioner in the law. A digeft Of the laws relating to maritime tran- 
fadions, is certainly one of the mod ufeful that can be made; but 
had the compiler of this volume thought the fubjed worthy a elofer 
attention than he appears to have bedowtd On it ; he would have 
carefully abridged the datutes he produces, fo as to have given their 
meaning corredly and clearly, in few words* in dead of fwelliag hie 

# The plates are very well: but fuch a word as elegant folded in- 
to a title page gives it rather too great a finjilitijde to a foaeibil 7 . 

work 
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Mrock by giving the claufcs $t ferg?, in formal exprcfliop$ : Spe- 
cially of thofc late temporary afls he has thought proper to include, 
t$ia; refer to the; prefint diftra&ed (late of the colonies. It may alfp 
be add?4 that the table, which is of principal ufe in copful’ting taiaf 
bookj, is not in general digefted under fuch ne^ds as the readerwould 
naturally feek for ; nor are the articles correftly arranged in dpe al- 
phabetical order. 

Affairs of the Ea$t-India Company. 

Art. 17. Appendix tp Sir Richard Hqtb^in ? candid Stat$ of 
Affairs relative to £aft-In 4 is* Shipping for thf Year 1773 # . ftp. 
64 * Walter. 

The fame fybje& which thispublic-fpirited writer treated ofbefor?, 
is purfued in this Appendix, viz the redutfion pf the Comp^ny’j 
(hipping ; and yve hcarply vyilh bio) the fuccefs he mqrity 
thofc artful and powerful individuals who unite to fuppo/t a plan ot 
private policy, dellrutUvp pf th? true jotfrffts of the propxfetprs 35 
large. 

Art. 1 8. Brief and candid Remarks on the late Arrangements mqdf 
in the Shipping of the E aft -India Company. By an old and expe- 
rienced Proprjetqr. 8vo. is. $efkpt. 1775. 

A loofe attempt to jad|fy the old method of chartering Eaft* J n 4 i$ 
Qijpf, tp whjeh indfed three tables of tonnagf are added : but 9 per- 
fp n not intimate with fuch bufinefs cannot judge from, though they 
may be puzzled by, abftra&s of this kipd. Fof our p^rts, the argu- 
pspnts produced op the other fide of the gueftipn, inadequate as we 
may be to a thorough invefiigation of it, are cogent enough, howevpf 
lighdy he treats theip, tQ make u* hefitape at tne cqndyuopj dr$wn 
fcy [his old prpprictor. 

Novels and Memoirs. 

Art. 19. The Hiftory of Fanny Meadows. In a Series of Letters. 
By the Author of The Exemplary Mother. 1 imo. 2 Vols. 6 s. 
Socket. 1775. 

Having J>een of late fo frequently under thp neceffity of cepfuring 
modern npyelf, ps tending to miflead the fancy and depraye the tpfte 
pf young readers ; it is a particular pleafure to us to have ap pppor- 
t unity ot directing their attention to a worjc of this kind, which may 
Jbe read* pot only without hazard, but with advantage. The Hiftory 
of Fanny Meadows (the produflion of a lady, vvhpfe name, asappeary 
from the dediCAtion, is Maria Suiannp Cooper) raifes ho romantic 
ideas of life; minifters no fuel to illicit paffion; furnifties no hints 
for the feccefsful management of intrigues ; gives no encouragement 
to c^andeftine and imprudent amours : It is written with the laud- 
able deign of warning the unexperienced fair, of the danger of form* 
inghiafty connections wkh fuch as are greatly their fupenors in rank 
pad fortune, and pointing out to them the behaviour, which, in fuch 
a fltuarion, difektion, delicacy, and a reffned ifenfe of propriety 
wpold fuggeft. This good lefion is conveyed in a raannef wed 
adapted to touch the heart. iThe (lory, though Ample, is fuificiently 
inferefting ; the ftyle is agreeably diverged, always correct, and 

• See Rev. vol. l. p* a‘76. 
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fometimcs elegant: the eh a rafters are diftinftly marked, and tha 
cataftrophe is highly pleafing. 

^\rt. 20. Julia Renfon\ or the Sufferings of Innocence; in a 
Series of Letters, founded on well known Fafts, tending to guard 
the Mind from Indulgence of illicit Plea&res, and the fatal EfFefts 
of Female Refentment. i2mo. 2 Vols. 6s. Goldfmith. 

The variety of intereiling incidents which are crowded into thefe 
two volumes, fufficiently prove that the Author pofieffes the powers 
pf invention in no inconfiderable degree ; and fomeof his characters, 
particularly that of the heroine of the piece, are conceived with bokl- 
nefs, and fupported with propriety. The eye of criticifm will, how- 
ever, difeover feveral improbabilities in the courfe of the ftory ; and 
the tender and generous heart will be wounded by the cataftrophe, in 
which the principal perfons, through the whole diftinguifhed by 
their virtues, after having furmounted a feries of difficulties, and 
Reached the fummit of enjoyment, are on a fudden plunged into the 
deepeft diilrefs, and fall a facrifice to malice and revenge. 

Art. 21. The delicate Objeflion y or fentimental Scruple. i2mo. 

2 Vols. 5 s. Law. 

The Editor of this novel, after declaring the letters genuine, and 
the incidents real, gives this concifeand «w 4 ^charafter of the work. 

My friend, whofe real name I veil under the fiftitious one of Sir 
James Belmont, lent me the manufeript for my private perufal.' I 
thought the incidents furprifing; many paflages admirable; the 
diftion nervous ; nature in many of her intricacies truly delineated, 
and the whole feries of letters pleafing.** 

* We have only to remark, that thole who give fo much credit to 
this account of the work, as to be at the trouble of perufing it, will 
probably form a very different opinion of its merit. We confeft 
purfelve’s difappointed in every particular; having met with no in- 
cidents to furprife us, except for their abfurdity ; nor any thing in 
the fentiment or language, to excite our admiration or give us plea- 
sure, To us it appears; like many other very delicate fentimental 
produftions of our modern novelifts, infupportably in lipid. 

The writer’s fancy having been exhaufted before he had half com- 
pleted the leconid volume, he has eked out the work with a few dull 
narratives, and fundry mifcellaneous pieces in profe and verfe, which 
he has put together under the general title of “ An extra Packet of 
Jjath Intrigues, with a Defcriptioq of Bath Amufements.” 

Art. 22. The Palace of Silence . A philofophical Tale: tranf- 
‘ lated from the French. By a Lady. 12010. 2 Vols. 5 s. Bear. 

The French work, of which this is a tranflation, is announced to 
the world as a tranflation from an ancient Greek work of Cadmus 
the Milefian, written eighty years before the hiflory of Herodotus. 
We are told, that the manufeript was purchafed fome years iince, by 
the commander of a Leghorn privateer, from a Greek of Naverino, 
a town in the Morea, and palled from him info the hands of a 
friend of the tranflator. As we have not had an opportunity 
of feeing the original, we pronounce nothing decifively con- 
cerning the truth of this account, or the fidelity of the tranfla- 
tion. It is fufficient for our purpofc, to infonp our readers, that, 
in the romantic and extravagant caft of the ftory, it bears a 

*• • *'* ' • wnrk 
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much greater refemblance to an Arabian or Fairy Tale, than to a 
modem novel ; and that in the fentiments, and dyle of the dialogues, 
it approaches nearer to theflimfy texture of French romance, than 
to the fubdantial fabric produced by the genius of ancient Greece. 
Art. 23. The embarraffed Lovers 5 or the Hjftory of Henry 
Carey, Efq; and Mifs Cecilia Neville : in a Series of Letters. 
1 2 mo. 2 Vols. 6 s. Lane. " 

The divinity which has of late years condefcended to take fuch a 
numerous train of fcribblers under her protection, is particularly gra- 
cious to the prefent race of novelifts ; and fo liberally pours forth upon 
them the dew of her infpiration, that it is impoflible for their readers 
not to partake in feme degree of the fomniferous effect. Though the 
Reviewer fat down to this novel with his eyes open, and all his fa- 
culties awake ; before he had dragged through-iifty pages, his atten- 
tion began to droop ; the lead defcended npon his eye-lids ; and a 
drowfy liftlefinefs crept through his whole frame. In this comfort- 
able date of half dumber, which left him juft drength enough to turn 
over the leaves, while the loft ideas of Under attachment, delicacy , em- 
barrajjment , and the like, played in confufion about his fancy, he' 
continued, till he had almod reached the end of the firft volume ; 
when, at length, the book dropped to the ground and he fell into a 
profound deep. Thus totally, vanquished, it would be preemption 
m him to attempt to rally ; nor will he venture to draw a fingle ar- 
row out of his quiver, againd a writer thus defended by the impene- 
trable fhield of the 44 Mighty Mother.” He will only take the liberty 
ofadvifingthe readers of the Monthly Review, when all other opiates 
fail, and even their feat at church refufes them their accudomed 
nap, to fend for a dofe of foforiferout readings from the circulating 
library, under the name of The mbarrajftd Lovers. 

Art. 24* The General Election . A Series of Letters, chiefly be- 
tween two Female Friends. i2mo. 2 Vols. 6 s. Walter. 

A com portion of fmall politics and love, which if it is not an im- 
provement, is jst lead a variation, in the ingredients of a modern 
novel, ^ 

Art. *5. The Watting- Maid : or the Gallantries of the Times* 
i2mo. 2 Vols. 6 s. Robins. 

pbfcenity. 

Dramatic. 

Art. 26. Arfaces: a Tragedy. 8vo. is. 6 d. Befcket, 1775. 

44 The tragedy here offered to the public, fays the preface, it 
founded upon the Ezio of Metadado.” The conduit of the fable, 
the ordination of the fcenes, and the difplay of the characters, are, 
indeed, purely oferatieal \ notwithdanding the pains which the Author 
Bas taken to give the colour of deep tragedy to the piece, by the 
mod horrible catadrophe. The tragic mufe never made a more 
defperate ufe of her dagger: the dage is plentifully drewed with 
dead bodies at the conclufion of the fifth alt. 

Whether thefe were among the reafons that induced Mr. Colman, 
the only manager to whom* it feems, this tragedy was offered, to 
rejeCt it, we cannot determine, as the Author candidly confefles, that 
ff it has fince received confiderable alterations.” It xnjght perhaps 
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claim an much right to representation on the ftagt, as fame other 
tragedies that have appeared there ; bot we, who are only readers, 
eanaot difcover its charms in the clofet. We mu# not, however, dofe 
this articie wkkmX remarking, that there are many excellent obfer- 
rations on Englilh blank verfe in tha preface : yet we do not admire 
the verfification of the tragedy itfclf : fo much eafier is it tp lay doyu 
rales of excellence than to follow them. 

Art* 27. BelCt Edition if §baJt$Jpcar' s Plays, as they are per- 
formed at thn Theatre# Royal in London ; regelated from the 
Prompters Books of each Hopfe, by Permifiion. With Notes, 
critical and iUo&rative, by the Authors of the Dramatic Ctmfo 
Volt. VL VII. and V 1 IL To which on added, as a ninth Vo- 
lume, so complete tha Author’s Works, Shofyyear's Point, 8?o. 
la a. fewed. Ball. 

For feme account of this edition, fee our Review of the five vor 
liunes formerly publUhed, in our number for February 1774. The 
remaining volumes, new before as, are printed in the fame neat 
form, and they are, in the fame manner, decorated with elegant en- 
gravings. 

Poetical 

Art. 18. An Elegy written at a Cartbnjum MenqUtry in tie A*w 
Jtrian Netherlands* 4 to. 1 s. Folingfby. 

We all know how much may be faid again# the monadic life, and 
the Author of this poem has fallen on the general objections. What 
he has advanced in its favour has fomething more o t novelty, and in 
conceived in no very vulgar drain of poetry : 

® Here the heart dead to folly’s tinfel ioys. 

Cleaves to the hallow’d crofs, and fpiny crown j 
Thofe hoars which vice in orgies ftill employs, 

Are wing’d with praHes to their Maker’s choose. 

Their gates, unfolding at the traveller’s voice, 

Declare fome hofpi table genius here. 

That bids the weary’d pilgrim’s heart rejoice. 

Pours Pity’s bains, and ihares in Mifery's tear. 

So may the tidings of eternal peace 
In brighter worlds thefe pious cares repay ! 

There human woes with human frailties ceafe. 

And Truth no longer mourns her clouded ray. 

Art. 29. Tie Gyprifi Tree, or moral Reftflions in a Country 
Churchyard , 4 to. is. 6 d, Re arfiy, 

Well meaning and devotional, bat bad and puerile poetry. 

Art. 30. Duelling, a Poem. 4*0. is, Dayiei. 

This Writer, happy in his difeoveries, fays that • Cefioms fining* 
fooneft taint the mind.’ This poem is tneafored profo. 

Art. 31; Simon Meg at, a Poem. By Benjamin Hughes, Cumcg 
of Wifbich St. Peter's in the Ifle of Ely, 410. 2 s. Richardfon 
and UrqtAart. 

Ajpoor profaic hiftory of the Author, and a ileepy fotire am Dr, 

Ar* 
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Art 32. An Heroic Epijlle to a great Orator , 4to. x s. Hook* 

ham. 

Reviewed by the Author, viz* , 

A Mu fe whofe higheft profpe&s fcarce could riie 
To wrap up butter, or protect mince-pics. 
t Art. 33. Dorinda % a Town Eclogue. 4to, is. Ridley. 
The Complaint of a fine lady, on the dire necefiity of retiring for 
the foamier months. This little poem is very weU written. 

Art. 34. Food for Poets, a Poem. 4to* i s. Newbery. 

* Sometimes 1 drink ftrong beer, and wine. 

Thanks to the Public, and the Nine 1’ 

If the Author can make this appear, upon the oath of two ere* 
dible witnefies, we will give up the fmall beer trade of criri- 
dfm, and turn poets ourfelves. But if good writing depends upon 
good living (to prove which is the burden of the fong before ns) we 
Ve afraid that, notwith Handing this Writer's pretences, times &r$. 
bat fo fo with him. 

Art. 35. The School Boy y a Poem, in Imitation of Mr^ Philips# 
Splendid Shilling* 410, 1 s. Kearfly. 

The mock heroic is very well fnliained ip this performance, which 
wjll afford entertainment to thofe who are food of that way of wri- 
ting. Could it (often the bloody fovereigns of the birch, the prin- 
cipal objeds of its ridicule, the iotereft of humanity would be the 
taler for it. 

Art. 36. An Heroic Eptflle from Omiah to the £htem of 0 tabe!te 9 
being his Remarks on the Englifb Nation. With Notes by the £di<* 
tor. 4x0. 2 s. Evans. 

. There is fo much juft and well timed fatire in this poem, that one 
cannot but regret the flovealy manner in which it is executed. Speak- 
ing of tho American content, the Author fays chat the good people 
of Ragland 

Croft over Teas, to ravage diftant realms, 

And ruin thousands worthier than themfelves. 

He tells the Queen of Otaheite, too, that a lawyer, in a certain 
cafe, advifed his client to proceed 00 the Black A & ; not doubting^ 
it is to be fuppofed, that her Majefty was pcrfc&ly acquainted with 
the flatutes at large. 

Art. 37. The Head of the Rocky a Wellh Land (kip, being a 
Pmpedt near Abamwiily Palace, the Refidence of the Bfthop of 
St. David’s, ih the Neighbourhood of Carmarthen. By William 
Williams of Pembroke {hire, late of St. John’s College, Cambridge. 
8vo. 1 s. Conant. 

(pot’s Pottikins ! what a poet have we here! on old fiery Wellh 
Paid, rifen from the ted, and mat, py St. Tafit ! 

When lions rampant rampant lions meet. 

And brothers lay their brothers at their feet ; ‘ 

And hoftile parents kill their hofUle fons. 

While their own blood from flaughter’d en’mies runs. . 

Two. bulls Tve feen, in neighboring paftares fed. 

Sprung from one fire, from filter heifers bred f 

’ ’ T hey 


Digitized by CjooQie 


m Monthly Catalogue, Mfcelldneous. 

They meet, they fight, they thunder roar for roar. 

And bathe their mangled hides in reeking gore. 

Their bell'wings rend the iky, and fill the plain, 

While plains and Ikies ring peal for peal again. 

Art. 38. The Boat Race. 4to. is. 6 d. Wilkie. 1775. 

The Author of this poem appears to have been out of breath te 
get it written and publiQied while what he calls 4 the (eafon, for pub* 
lication 9 lafted. This has the true mechanical air of doing bufinefs, 
and making the mod of a manufactory. The art of the craft, how- 
ever, is rather too barefaced ; for, in order to hook the other fix- 
pence, here are eighteen pages of dedication and preface prefixed to 
fourteen pages of poetry. So much for the authorifm ; in which 
only the corporeal part of the poet is concerned ! As to the merit of 
the execution, it mull be owned that it was a plaguy fubjeft, and that 
Wapping-Tom and Rotherhithe Sam were but wnorefon appellations 
to figure in heroics. They are metamorphofed, however, into Gya« 
and Cloanthus, and a red THton : 

11 On wings of wind red Triton, /Rooming , flies. 

And who with Triton (hall difpute the prize ?" 

But there was no flying in the firft part of the ftory : 

w Jamm 9 d, lock’d, and' wedg’d they lie; fo fate decreed. 
The white the blue, the blue the white impede.” 

Is this fpecimen fufficient ? 

Art. 39. Addrtfs to the Geniu; of Britain . By the Rev. Thomas 
Penrofe, Curate of Newbury, Berks. 4to. 1 s. Crowder. 

We would recommend it to this ingenious Gentleman to exercife 
his very promifing Mufe on fubjefts more favourable than thofe of 
political import. Religion and politics are generally inaufoicious 
to the Mufes, and though this Addrefs to the Genius of Britain, 
(wherein that power is requeued to folicit bis Majefty to put an 
end to our civil diflenfions) contains fome pathetic paflages and beau- 
tiful lines, yet is it nothing more than operam atfue oleum ferdere . 
The Anthor has written in blank verfe, which we do not wifli him 
ttfculovate. 

Art. 40* The Confukation , a Mock-Heroic, in Four Cantos. 
By James Thiftleth waite. 8vo. is. 6d. Briflol printed. 

Low, defpicable abufe of many relpeftablp people in the city of 
Briflol. That the Author wrote for bread, is but a forry fuggeftion 
in his favour. Every cut-purfe, and every other peft of fociety, 
might hold out the fame plea. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Art. 41. The Cafe of the Dutchefs of fOngfon P 8vo. {$• 

VHicble. 

We doubt not that the Anthor of this pamphlet wonld have given 
the Public a circumftantial and fatiafa&ory account of the law-pro- 
ceedings relating to the Dutchefs of Kingfton’s marriages, and of her 
conteft with Mr. Foote, if he could have procured authentic mate- 
rials ;*bnt wanting thefe, he has made the moft he could of the 
newspapers. 

% . 
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Art. 42* A View of the various Editions of the Greek and Roman 
Claffics , with Remarks. By Edward Harwood, D. D. 8vo. 

3 s. fewed. Becket. 1775* ^ 

To the curious in editions, more than to the learned, this* trail 
may be nfeful. It is far, however', from being perfect. Many va« 
lnable editions of the claffic authors are not hefe noticed. But it was 
not to be expeded that a defign of this kind could be completely 
executed in a firft edition. 

Religious, 

Art. 43. Sermons on the mojl interefting and important SubjeSk : 

By Chriftopher Atkinfon, Redor of Yelden, Bedfordihire. 8vo. 

6 s. Crowder. 

We have here twenty difeourfes, which have all a pradical ten* 
dency, and are calculated to enforce, in a convincing manner, the 
importance and neceffity of piety and virtue, to the comfort and wel- 
fare of mankind in the prefent life, as well as to their future happinefs. v 
The Author is fomewhat declamatory in his manner, but his language 
is cor red, and well adapted to the pulpit. In reined of do8rinals 9 
the orthodox will not objed to this writer ; unlefs they quarrel with 
him for bis moderation, and for the proof which he has given of his 
judgment, in declining the frequent ufe of the unfcriptural word 
Trinity, which, to the bed of our recolledion, does not occur above 
two or three times in the whole volume. 

With refped to fome few points, of a merely fpeculative nature, 
fome difference may arife between the Preacher and his Reviewer ; 
but this hath not very often happened in the perufal of thefe dif- 
eourfes : we have read them with great fatisfadion, and we heartily 
recommen d them to the Public. 

'SERMON. 

On the prefent Situation of American Affairs . Preached in Chriffi- 
Church, June 23, 177?. At the Requeft of the Officers of the 
third Bat&lion of the City of Philadelphia, and Diftrid of South- 
wark. By William Smith, D. D. Provoft of the College in that 
City. Philadelphia printed. Reprinted in London, by Dilly. 

Our readers are not unacquainted with the abilities of this Ame- 
rican orator, — whole volume of difeourfes, preached on public occa- 
fions at Philadelphia, New York, &c. was recommended in the 2 iff 
volume of our Review ; and again, on the appearance of a new 
edition, with additional leripons, in vol. xxix. 

The prefent difeourfe was publilhed at the requeft of the officers, 

Jcc. who heard it delivered from the pulpit. The following account 
of it is extruded from the preface : 

* The Author coniidered that, although he was called to this 
office by a particular body, yet he was to addrefs a great and mixt 
affembly of his fellow -citizens, and a number of the firft characters in 
America, now met in confutation, at amoft alarming crifis. 

* Animated with the pureft zeal for the mutual interefts of Great- 
Britain and the colonies; ardently panting for the return of thofe , 
Halcyon days of harmony, during which both countries fo long 
ffouriffied together, as the glory and wonder of the world ; he though: 
it his duty, with the utmoft impartiality, to attempt a ftate 6f the 
unhappy con trovetfy that now rends the empire in pieces; and so 
ffiew, if peradventure he might be permitted to vouch for his feU 
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Jowcuiaens, fo far as he haiixxn coaverfaat among them, that 
Idea of an independence upon the parent-country, or the leaf! licen* 
tioue*oppo£uon to its juft ioterefts, is utterly foreign to their 
thoughts; that they contend only for the fca&ity of charters and, 
laws together with the right of granting their own money ; and 
sad that our right ul Sovereign hat no whene mare Ipyal fubjeds, or 
more zealoufly attached to tbofe principles of government under 
Which his family inherits the throne. 

4 Thefe, with a few things which feemed neceflary refpe&ing the 
church at this time, are the topics bandied in the following Jkrmon. 
If the principles it edn tains are bat thoroughly/*//, the reader will 
not regret that the limits of a (ingle difeourfe would not allow a par- 
ticular application of them. They will lead to their own applica- 
tion ; or, at lead, that field is leTt opeto to fucceeding preachers. 

4 Upon the whole, if the kind expectations of the Author’s friends 
can be in any degree anfwered ; it what. he has delivered lhall tend 
44 to promote the cauk of liberty and virtue and particularly, if it 
could find its way to the clofets, or rather to the hearts, of the great % 
and<(after all the arguments they have heard from others) could in 
the lead induce them to jufter and more benevolent fentiments con- 
cerning their American brethren— be would account it among th* 
happieft circumltences of his life. 

4 Enough has furely been attempted, by way of experiment, to be 
convinced that the people of this country know their Tights, and 
will not confent to a paffive furrender of them. — It is now at leaft time 
to purfue another mode, and to liften to fome plan for averting the 
dreadful calamities which mull attend a hoftile profocution of this 
unnatural conteft.’ 

It is left for us to add, what could not with equal propriety, have 
come from the pen of the Author,— <thnt his dlfcourfe is equally fen* 
iible and animated ; and that his steal for thecamfe of Amwicen li- 
berty, though warm enough to kindle the beam of his hearers, 
wcver tranfports him beyond the bounds of that moderation by which 
true pairiotifm, on either fide of the Atlantic, will ever be guided. 

Toward the conclusion of his fcrmon, the preacher grows prophe- 
tic ; and as his prophecy is included in few words, we ihall gtveit 
as a fpeciman of the Author's manner and fpirit: 

4 For my part/ fays Dr. Smith, * I have long been pofiefied with a 
ftrong and even enthuhaftic perfuafion, that Heaven has great and 
gracious parpofirs towards this continent, which no human power 
or human device (hall be able finally to fniftrate^ Illiberal or mis- 
taken plans of policy may diftrefs -us for a while, and perhaps forely 
check oar growth ; but if we maintain our own virtue ; if wectflti- 
wate the fpirit of liberty among our children; if we guard againft the 
fnares of luxury, venality, and corruption ; the GfiMUs.of AMitftco* 
will hill rile triumphant, and that with a power at .taft too mtghcy 
for opposition* Th* country mrill dr /w— nay, for ages to come, a 
chofen feat of freed**, arts , and heavenly knowledge ; which are now 
cither drooping or defid in taoft countries of the old world.’ 

If by judging from the pah, we may predict of the future, the 
Dodor may prove a true prophet, withoat laying any claim to Di- 
vine Infpiratton. 

3 r h$ reft of the Single Sermons in our next . 
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COlUfiSPONBBNCE. 

A S the Allowing letter from a Correfpobdent (who, from hit addmft, feeaos *» 
bewf rto irtftriOrorder) concarsin msny iaAancts with our own fentimmtt, 
we fl>aM gm It without *ptdt%y to oirr Readers « ' 

'« Ci«TLkwtis 

* Though what J have to mention may net come within jtwr f rooinot at Carnot, 
f think it docs fb at Reviewers Of the cottdodt of Authors in ruga id Vo tfecPubtie* 
What I hint at h an offence againft propriety at lead, if not a gain ft humanity* 

4 The World h under great Obligations to Mr. Mafon far hit clegaht memoirs of 
the life of Mr. Gray : which contain many anecdotes highly interelHng to ptofle Of 
tafte and literature, and exhibit “Mr. -Gray in a n ew l ight to a great part of mankind, 
to whbm he would othartoife have been very impcrfe£Uy known. There art, how- 
ever, a few things in them, which, though a toon might innocently enough throw 
east in the freedom of a private contfpondenee, yet a they aftWl feme tftablifoed 
charade rt, ought, I think, to have been dtber foftened or entirely omitted. T\> 
mention <a few particulars : 

4 What can be mare chUdUh'ttan Mr. Weft's ludicrous account Of Chrift Chnrdh 
m Oxford, where he -cstts it, land flowing with logic end ala, and where Vir^l 
and Horace are equally unknown.** When the vorweverfc has, for fhefe fifty years 
tit leaft, horn the chara&triftk of that rfcfpe&abdFSedety 5 who have conftantly 
been diftinfullhad os pefifc fc tolars* and, if any riling, rather too much add Idled 
to claflical learning, in preference to the abftrofer feiswoes of topic and mctaphylfcs. 

4 Again, though Mr. Gray, in foe rgafetytf his heart, m%ht iliaftrate Cibber’s 
ftupidity, by comparing it to foot of Dr. Wdterland j yet fufely bo fub&Jb foch a re- 
flexion upon (o refpoftabte a chtraAer’Was hardly reconcilable tog^ad manners. 

• I nto apt to think iikewife that nnmy people will be offended *t Mr. Gray’s lu- 
tHcnxis ftram of compaflfon for Dp* Akewfido t 44 Poor Dr. Akatvfide is in a -deploru- 
-ble way.” And his trfcribiftg to him the^trgon of Hkfcbinjbt is equally* reflection 
upon ftfceaftde and Dr. Fntirrir Hwtbefvn, who I take it for gmftted is here Meant, 
wnd whofcfyffem of moral philofbphy ts very hrttfligibfc, and ha* boon ahnoft aui- 
veffaliy addpttd— though l am apt to think. Mr. Ofty, by mtftake, confounded It 
with the vnfatellibk Jargon df Mr. Httttkiiifen, the fUdoObtad opponent of the 

Newtonian philofophy. 

€ As to the feverity of Mr. Gray’s ftriQu rc s o n Mr. Shenftone, 1 think, as he has 
to kfog'been a favourite With the PuMic, a little tnofe feforve in the Editor waold 
hate done him no rir&radit. Mr. Shenftoiiehtw ftill his partisans, who tnuft be of- 
fended at the freedom. fie always regretted, indeed, the peArnffiOn he had given 
Mr. Bodfley to piiblllh To many of his foags Md Other Juvenile performances. And in 
xnoff pofthumous publications too many things are prufervud which ought ta be fup- 
prefled; yet ftill thofc performancet'-of Mr. Shenftone, which received his laft hand, 
“ hifode on Rural Elegance— his Ode toMeinory— on Autumn— -the fourth, foventh, 
■eleventh, and one or two more of his Elegies — his Plftdral Ballad — Jcmfiny Daw- 
fiaa’iflirkud, and his Sehboi Miftrefa’*— are works ef merit fofficient to have fo- 
wled thdm from Mr. Gray’s tulitwttmd contempt. In point of natural genius, HI 
weffotaeto fay, Mr. Shenftone wts not inferior either to Mr.Mafim or Mr. Gray s 
*ndaf he had hod the accidental advantages of a more public education, and in con- 
Sequence of that of being introduced more early -into gehtotl life, 1 am inclined to 
tfedftk'he wdbld have' made as fobd a figure as Mr. Gray, whofe extreme delicacy 
indeed, approadhmg to* a eutpaWe fafHdhmfnefo, has hot oMy tendered him too fe 
werai y crith xl on other people, bat prevented him from entertaining and Inftwitfiftg 
the world in proportion to his exmbrdmary talents.* 

The Writer of the above letter may adore himfelf, that, when we read Gray’s rk 
dicule of Shenftone, our fentiments were the fame with his own. The former had 
too much of the Turk in his composition to hear a brother bear the throne j and it 
is obfervahle that he has hardly fpoken well of any of his poetical brethren, except 
foch as few betide were inclined to fpeak well of. We are much obliged to our Cor* 
npfpondcnt for ftisfoany ekgant compliment*. We -could oot^ pdflibJy, print thou. 
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We have been favoured with another letter from theTranfiatorof Theophraftul* 
and though we might difpute with him whether Asyo* is really derived from the pre 
tcrite xiA #y«, end on other points of verbal economy, ad infinituih, yet feme refpelt 
it due to the time of our Readers, and Some, poSTibly, to our own. However; as » 
our Correfpondent appears to write like a Gentleman, and to be defiroui that we 
Ihould point out further exceptionable paflages.in.bis translation, merely with a view 
to improving it in a future edition, we promife him that if Jie will leave his book, 
directed for pa, atJVlr* Racket's, we will underdraw every expreffion we cannot ap- 
prove ; and this he will undoubtedly think the lead invidious way of communicating 
our fentiments to hjm. But let no future adventurers expel! an indulgence like this ! 

N. B, It the Gentleman expe&s mercy for puni, let him not, by any means, fend 
kit book. 's' 


The Remembrancer, No. mentions a third edition of “ The Dying Negro,’* with 
considerable additions. If we were to purchase a copy of every new edition of books 
and pamphlets, not even the whole income of a Reviewer would be. equal to the 
expcnce. Befide, the plan of our work does not, neceflarily, oblige us to advertife 
the Public of any but new produ&ions. New editions of former publications are,' 
however, fometimes announced, when they happen to fall in our way, and when we 
think the merit or former fcarcity of the work, or the importance of the informa- 
tion, See. afford fufficient ?eaf<m for the notice . ' > 

Fordyce’i “ Temple of Virtu & had a place in our Review, fo long ago as Auguft,' 
1757* Perhaps Mr. Remembrancer meant to inform us of a new edition of that in- 
genious and ufeful performance. 

" Britannia, a poem, by an Eton Scholar,” Is not in our Collector's lift of new 
publications, but it {hail be inquired after. If our Correfpondent could have named 
the publisher, it might have faved us fome trouble in the inquiry. 

Mr. Remembrancer’s observations on fome inaccuracies of expreffion in Mr. Pen- 
nant’s Tours, are right, in fome inftancet } in others, our Correfpondent appears to 
be miftaken. Mr. P.’s ufe of the word Jet, for let , is justifiable from common uSagg 
In many parts of the kingdom, particularly in the neighbouring counties 'to that in 
which he refides j— where the inhabitants would think it ftrange to hear any perfan 
talk of letting (inftead of Jetting J lands, See. In old leafes, dec. to “ Jet ” and “ td 
farm let J* are the fame things, according to the tftabliSbcd tautology of the law- 
language. 


A card, relating to the authenticity of a book entitled, The Correjpondtnti *, it ac- 
knowledged, but the anonymous Writer will excufe us if we do not implicitly admit 
a questionable fait, advanced on unknown and namelefs authority, if the Writer 
of the card will favour us with convincing evidence of the truth of what he afierts, 
it will be rcfpc&fuliy attended4o. 


We have received a letter from the Rev. Dr. Gibbons, in which he has folly ex* 
culpated himfclf from the charge implied in the 4 th par. of p. 94 , in our Review - 
lor July laft +. We are forry fur the mijnomer which happened (whether through 
the transcriber’ « mistake, or by a flip at the preSs ) in the paflage here referred to % 
and, accordingly, we take the earlieft opportunity of doing justice to the DoQoc, 
by defiring our Readers to craze, from the faid paragraph, the name of Dr.Gtbbmesp 
and to infert, inftead thereof, that of Dr. Conder. 

Dr. G.’s letter contains alio a defence of himfclf and hit brethren of Pinner’s HalV 
againft the charge of duplicity, with refpeH to the Northampton difpute $ but die 
particulars would take up more room than we can fpare t nor it the Review to be 
made the vehicle of private altercation. If the Do&or and his friends chufe to pub- 
lish, in a feparate form, the matter will then come with propriety under our con- 
fideration. 

t +t In our laft, p. 5 , 1. 7 , for Jons , read Jans. 


• For our account of that work, fee Rev. May, Art. X. 

_ i See account of the pamphlet relative to the divisions in a Di&nting congvcgn- 
tion at Northampton. 
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Art. L Travels through Portugal and Spain. By Richard Twifs, 
Efq; F. R. S. With Copper- plates ; and an Appendix. 4X0. 

1 1 . ns. 6d. Boards. Robinfon, &c. 1775. 

T H E Writer of thefe Travels (the period of which com* 
mences in November 1772) has adhered fo clofely to the 
form of a journal, or diary, that the diftance between town 
and town proves almoft as long and fatiguing to the reader 
as to the traveller : and though travellers* in countries not of- 
ten vifited and described, have the advantages of novelty to ren- 
der their deferiptions interefting, the Author now before us is 
not fo entertaining in general as might have been expelled* 
When we fay his language is frequently inaccurate, and 
that his relations are obfeure, an inftance or two will flieW 
whether the cenfure is well founded. Thus his defeription of 
the aqueduH at Segovia, p. 82, informs us of the greateft 
height, and the number* of the arches, but leaves us ignorant of 
the length of the whole, as well as from whence, and to what 
place, the water is conveyed ; alfo of the dimensions and na- 
ture of the channel $ — and the curiofity of the reader i's rathe* 
ftimulated than gratified, by a neat view of a part of this an- 
cient and remarkable building. In p. 263, Mr. Twifs tells us, 

* June ao. At four this morning we remounted, and after 
ridings or rather walking our borfes during five hours and a half, 
in which time we had advanced only two leagi^es,’ &c. — But 
when thefe horfes were beftrid, the diftinHion between riding, 
and walking them, is difficult to apprehend, without attending 
to the fubfequent part of a moft long-winded fentence, from 
which we find that the road was over mountains, and that our 
Traveller in many places thought it prudent to walk bimfelfi 
driving tps borfe before him. 

The information in the following paflage is very loofe and 
wnfetUfa&ory. 

Vol. LIII. O * • Gold 
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* * Gold or ftlvcr coin, even Spanift, is not allowed to be 
brought into, or carried out of any of the cities of Spain, more 
cfpecially Cadiz, if it exceeds ten pounds, without paying four 
per cent, duty to the King. The (hip in which 1 embarked 
brought one hundred and fixty bags, each containing a thou- 
(and hard dollars, to England, which amounted to near thirty- 
fix thoufand pounds. Thefe dollars were of filver, of the valae 
of about four (hillings and fix-pence each, and chiefly coined 
in Mexico; every bag weighed (ixty-one pounds and a half, 
and the freight was a half per cent. 

* The packets, which fail ufually every week from Li(bon 
to Falmouth, frequently bring as large a fum, in gold pieces 
of thirty- fix (hillings, to England. There are no bank-notes 
in riiefe kingdoms/ • 

Now though we are told of thefe great quantities of fpecie 
being brought away, it is not faid whether the duty is paid or 
not ; a circumftancc we are left to doubt, as the fubjed is 
abruptly difmifled : another of great curiofity in a mercantile 
view, is then ftarted, and difearded in eight words. Once 
more— ■ 

Our Author, in his Appendix, giving a lift of publications' 
relating to the defeription and hiftory of Spain and Portugal, 
adds—* it may not be thought improper to point out the few 
prints and maps engraven in Spain and Portugal, or relative to 
thofe kingdoms, becaufe they cannot be purchafed without 
being enquired for, as no Spanifh nor Portuguefe bookfeller 
will acquaint the curious traveller with their exiftence/ Here 
we are left quite in the dark why thefe bookfellers will not do 
what appears to be fo much their intereft to do ! If the Author 
means that they are ignorant, and therefore cannot inform their 
cuftomers, the expreffion is very faulty ; and if they can but 
will not, thefe Spanifh and Portuguefe bookfellers tnuft have 
fomething odd in their chara&ers, worth adding to our know- 
ledge of Englifh bookfellers, to extend the natural hiftory of 
the fpecies. 

Yet dcficiences are not always to be complained of, for our 
Author is fometimes pleafant at the expence of the Catholic 
religion, and takes frequent opportunities to convince us that 
he is no bigot. Thus, being at Valencia, he fays, * I was in 
hopes of feeing a play in this city, but, as it had not rained for 
fome months, a flop was put to all public diverfiens ; fo that 
it is natural to fuppofe, that the Spaniards believe that prohi- 
biting plays is a fure method of obtaining rain ; indeed it is 
infallible at the long run, for fuppefing diverfions were to be 
fufpended for a year, there would moil probably fall fotne 
(bowers in that time, and they would immediately be attributed 
to the merits of their fclf* denial, in abstaining from vain en- 
3 tertainments/ 
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tertainments.’ Had this obfcrvation ended with the long run* it 
tnight have produced a fmile; but the Reader’s mufcles are 
detained by a frivolous explanation, until the conceit dies away : 
the Author is too apt to amplify where theje is no call for am- 
plification ; and like Addifon in his travels* to (hew his read- 
ing and happy recolle&ion* rather than his own obfervations | 
in aid of which. Quotation is too often dragged in, A ca- 
thedra), or a palace, is indeed a fubjeil that obtrudes upon a 
traveller, and is therefore to be made the mod of y, hence Mr* 
Twifs corre&s former accounts of them, by his own a&ual 
admeafurements, and gives, we will fuppol'e, very accurate 
catalogues of the paintings to be found in them, 

Subje& however to fuch remarks, the Reader will not wholly 
tnifs of entertainment in perufing Mr. Twifs’s Travels, We 
have a good account of the prefent (late of Lifbon* of Madrid, 
and of thofe cities in Spain which were vifited by the Author; 
of the famous Segovia (beep, and of that management, to 
which the excellency of their wool is attributed* He gives a 
circumftantial defcription of thole celebrated brutal exhibitions 
the bull fights; which we may hope will wear out in time, 
fince it is no longer the cavaliers who difplay their prowefs 
againft the bulls, when, according to Butler, 

— — be obtains the nobleft fpoufe, 

Who widows greateft herds of cows i 
hut men trained up, like the ancient gladiators, to this kind 6f 
warfare, and whp gain their living by it. 

Mr. Twifs does not give us the mod favourable idea of the 
Portuguefe. The following objection to a fcheme of public im* 
provement, will, it is believed, extort a fmile from every 
Englifh Reader : 

* The Tagus is riavigable but a little way above Lifbon, 
occafioned by its running between inacceffible rocks, and its 
current is broke by many rapid catara&s. A company of 
J)utchmen, in the reigh of Charles II. offered to trace roads 
over the rocks, and to make dikes and fluices which would fa* 
cilitate the p^flage of boats from Lifbon quite to Madrid, as 
they propofed to render the river Man^anares, which empties 
itfelf into the Tagus, alfo navigable. They required the re* 
▼enue which was to amount from the taxes to be levied on 
• goods thus conveyed by water. Several councils were accord- 
ingly called in Madrid and Lifbon : the ccnclufion of their 
deliberations (according to Colmenares) was this 1 

“ If Ood had been willing to have thofe two rivers navi* 
gable, he did not want the affiftance of men to render them (o, 
becaufe he was able to produce that great effed by afingl ejiat* 
Now, as he has riot done it, it follows* that be did not think . 
proper to do it, fo that it would b6 CQOtpd&ting his provi- 

Q 2 deac* 
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dene c to endeavour to refiify \$iat he appears to have left iitf* 
per fe&, for reafons- known to himfelf.” 

4 Thus vaniihed this ufeful project, in confequence of thi* 
philofophical determination/ 

Certainly the Pertuguefe are not fufficiently aware to what 
lengths this mode of reasoning extends, and how inconfiftent 
human efforts of any kind muft be with it. It is doubtful 
whether the cafuifts who drew up the above determination* 
Would not be puzzled to reconcile to it the following needful 
operation : 

Mr. Twifs fays, * Strolling one day about Lifbon in fcarcl* 
of new obje&s, 1 was witnefs to an uncommon feene, which 
was of two men fitting in the ftreet, having each of them a 
large baboon on his (houlders, freeing his head from vermin* 
with which it fwarmed. The baboons were very dexterous* 
and are the property of a man who gain* his livelihood by thus 
employing them, exacting a vinten , or about three halfpence 
per head* for cleanfing it. It is very common to fee number* 
of people fitting in the Am, with their heads in each other*® 
laps alternately, having their c< retinue abridged.” They feent 
indeed to be the loufieft people 1 know of, efpecially the wo- 
men, who have an enormous quantity of hair. This dirtinefs* 
however, is only to be imputed to the lower clafs of people/ 

Our narrow limits will not allow of our giving any fpeci- 
jnens of the local deferiptions which are to be met with in this 
work i and, indeed, palaces and churches do not convey /w 
clear an idea of the difference of countries, as pertinent remarks , 
on the modes of thinking and.afiing which prevail among the 
inhabitants. Thus when our Author tells us of the pious re* 
colle&ion of the audience at a Spanifh. comedy in the neigh- 
bourhood of Cadiz, we are better informed of the genius of 
the people, than by knowing the exa& height of the tower of 
st cathedral, or the ftyle of architecture in which it is built* 
The circumftance alluded to is thus related : 

4 Aupuft 25. I rode on horfeback to la Yffa, [in the rout 
from Gibraltar to Cadiz] and dined there at the houfc of admi- 
ral Don Andres Reggio : this gentleman is a Sicilian, knight of* 
the orders of Malta and St. January, and brother to the gover- 
nor of Carthagena. In the afternoon the admiral was fo obliging 
as to order his fixteen-oared fhaloop to convey me to el Puerto 
Real, where I faw a loa> or farce, reprefen ted in the theatre, which 
has no roof, and was only covered with a fail. At fun-fet the 
Avt Maria bell tolled, upon which the aftors fufpended their 
fpeeches; and they, as well as the audience, who rofe fronv 
their feats, recited a fliort prayer, and then fell to fpouting 
• again** 4 

There 
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There is little occafion for wonder at finding the boafled pa- 
lace of the King of fuch a people, debafed by being laid out 
in the form of a gridiron ! a. poor conceit, which no coft, art, 
or magnificence in the execution, can exalt above ridicule and 
contempt. 1 The whole building confifts of a palace, a church, 
a convent, and a burial-place for the fovereigns of Spain, ft 
Was begun in 1563, by Philip II. in confequence of a vow hfc 
made, like (hould vanquifh the French army near St. Quintin’s, 
which he did in 1557, on St. Laurence's day. The ar^hiteds 
were John Bat. Monegro of Toledo, and John de Herrera, who 
finifhed it in 1586. It is dedicated to St. Laurence: and as 
this faint is faid to have been broiled alive on a gridiron, in the 
third century, the founder chpfe to have the building on the 
plan of that culinary inftrument, the bars of which form feve- 
sal courts, and the handle is the royal apartments^ 

4 Gridirons are met with in every part of this building 
there are fculptured gridirons, painted gridirons, iron gridirons* 
marble gridirons, wooden gridirons, and flucco gridirons; 
aherfe are gridirons over the doors, gridirons in the yards, grid~ 
irons in the windows, gridirons in the galleries. Never was 
infirument of martyrdom fo multiplied, fo honoured, fo cele- 
brated ; and thus much for gridirons. I never faw a broiled 
beef- fleak without thinking of the Efcorial.* 

As we are not left without hopes of feeing future publica- 
tions of this Gentleman's travels, we could wi(h to find then} 
more compad both in matter and manner; trivial circum- 
fiances and remarks fupprefled, and more thought beftowed on 
dearitefs of exprefiion throughout : for in proportion to his at- 
tention to tbefe circum fiances, will his narratives and defec- 
tions prove entertaining and, interefling. The prints are not 
numerous, but they are elegant, particularly a pifturc * of Ra- 

g iael's, in the Efcorial , drawn by Cypriani, and engraved by 
artoloxzL This is an exquifite piece ; and our Author has 
given us a very ingenious critical panegyric upon it, written in 
1754, by Mr. Henry, an Irifh gentleman, then on his travels 
in Spain. The lettcr-prefs of this work is likewife elegantlf 
performed. 

• La Madonna 4*1 p*fa 9 our Lady of the Fiflu 


A*t« II. Infancy* a Poem. Book the Second. By Hugh Down* 
man, M. D. 4m. is. Kearfly. 1775. 

W E gave our opinion in favour of this humane and fal- 
lible poem, on the publication of tbeFirll Partf. The 
Second now claims our approbation) on the faqi? principles of 

«J* Rev. vol. 50, 48a# 
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humariity and good fenfe. The poetry, indeed, is not fplendid, 
is not always fufficiently elegant or harmonious, perhaps is 
fometimes too fcientific, and confe^uently ftiff, but, in ge- 
neral, it maintains an eafy form, and runs in a ftyle that is cal- 
culated for a dida&ic fubjeft. This will appear from the fol- 
lowing ingenious and excellent precepts on weaning the infant ; 

Thy child long tiipe 
fed by thy vital fluid, now requires 
Difmiffon from the bread. Yet not at once. 

As fome have taught erroneous ; fuch our frame 
That every ralh and fudden change may prove 
The fource of harm. More Wife and Cautious Thou 
Break through the tye of Habit by degrees ; 

And e'er the ftream maternal be refufed, 

Hip tafte to different nutriment incline. 

Befides the added food e’crwhile allow’d. 

What diet do we grant ? Some would defer 
To years more vigorous all that Tyrant Man 
The Univerfal Glutton, from the race 
That grazes on the plain, or fldms the flood. 

Or cleaves with nimble wing the yielding air. 

Culls for his ufe ; and would not that the Child 
Should tafle of aught but what the fruitful earth 
Plant, herb, or grain produces, with the dream 
The lowing Kine afford. There are no douht 
Who to the lateft dage of life arrive, 

Thus always nourilb’d, On the Shores of Ind 
Checkt by religious fears, whole Tribes refufe 
To bathe their hands in blood, led through the wouud 
A kindred Soul Ihould fly ; yet fome pafs through 
A century of years (fo fame reports) 

By fickhtfs unfubdued. Where high afeend 
Our Caledonian hills, the hardy North 
A Gallant Offspring boafls, whom Fate denies 
T* indulge in aught but vegetable means. 

Yet when their Country calls them forth to arms. 

Waving her flandard to their view, they rulh 
Impetuous forth, and terrible in war, 

!% Dread as the Lion hurt, in every clime 

They fight, they .conquer, hearing bat their name 
The diilant Foe grows pale. Yet prone to donfi*, 

*Tis not enough before the Sage to place 
Thefe Teeming fair examples. He will judge 
Not from a race of Men by Habit fway’d 
Harden’d by Cnftom, .not from every rare 
Occurrence of longevity ; or thofe 
The Minions of their Clan, who feek the field* ' 

Where rages fell Bellona. He requires 
A drift impartial lid, to know if more 
Thus educated, fhun difeafe and death 
$'cr Cudom’s laws are fix’d* than thofe to whom 

A diyerff 
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A diverfe treatment is align’d. And here 
Thefe diflant fads ftill undetermin’d left, 

Th* inftrudive Mufe fhall teach from what her eyes 
Have clearly feen ; though focial, not inclined 
To Luxury’s various table, though humane, 

No follower of the Samian Sed. Howe’er 
The Infant form’d perhaps with Wronger nerves, 

Or of peculiar nature, may efcape 
The blading hand of Sicknefs, nay may thrive 
On vegetable fare, yet oft we view 
Where Poverty- more generous food denies. 

Tottering Rachitis feize its helplefs prey. 

Or flow-containing Tabes, or within 
Th* intedinal tube the tortuous Worm 
Finding a fare Afylum, multiplies 
His noifome race. Hence the un wieldly Head 
Diftended joints, limbs varioufly incurved. 

Hence the funk cheek, the hollow lifelefs eye. 

Hence lofs of balmy deep, and appetite, 

Convuldve motions, agonizing fpafms. 

And fymptoms which in order to arrange 
The Coan Sage had fail'd. For fpite of thofe 
Who idly fpeculate, by fancy fway’d, 

Or fnperditlon. We aflert that Man 
Is form’d to mix his diet, plant, and feed. 

And animal : this can th’ Anatomift 
With ea(e demonftrate, this to Reafop’s mind# 

Is clear’d from doubt. The crude or vifcid juice 
Which herb or root fuppiies, with toil perfpired 
Weakens the ftomach, whofe contra&ion fails 
Not juftly ftimuiated : while the ikin 
Its' pores block’d up, or e’en its texture changed. 

Is cover'd o’er with incruftations foul. 

Scarcely, if ever, by the abfterfive wave 
Of tepid bath removed, But if by fate 
Thefe viands are retafed, condemn’d to tafle 
Nought but bird, filh, or bead, a putrid mafs 
Is gendered, which pollutes the vital flood 
And taints each humour, till the general frame 
DiiTolves as in a thaw. Thefe truths regard ; 

By Nature heeded, when with care She form'd 
The milk maternal ; a peculiar Mixt, 

Skilfully blended, by digeflion due. 

Or in its paflage through the lafte?l glands 

Animalized, and render’d ht to tame 

The ferment of acidity, to which 

Childhood is prone. Whence We conclude, that now 

When from the breafr exiled, as far as Art 

Her nicer laws can imitate, ’tis right 

T’ adapt its food, and mingle aliment 

Pf alkalefcent fort, with that which elfc 

Jrtight to incorrigible acid turn* 
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It mud be owned, however, that they are no vulgar mo- 
thers who can derive information from thefe precepts ; 
neither muft they be vulgar nurfes who can decypher the fol- 
lowing recipe for making what, we think, they call pap ; 

We praife 

Above the reft the farinaceops tribe. 

Bread well fermented, unadulterate 
With deleterious alum, this with milk. 

And with the limpid clement decod. 1 

This is an inftance of what we obje&ed to, as too fcientific, 
and confequently (lift 

The poem is diverfified with agreeable digreflions on the pre* 
valence of prejudice, the importance of the female chara&er, 
&c. and wc muft continue to recommend it to thofe truly ten- 
der and fenfthle parents, to whom a rational nurture of their 
offspring muft ever be the firft objed. 

Art. III. Arifiotlc s poetics ; or , Di/cour/es concerning Tragic and E 'fit 
Imitation. Trsnflated from the Greek into Euglilh. 8vo. 3 s. od. 
fewed. Dodfley. 1775. 

T H E great philofopher has obferved that Homer was tho 
firft who taught men how to tell lies as they ought. He 
was himfelf, however, the firft who inreftigated the fecret 
laws of poetic fidion, and defined thofe natural principles by 
which they operate on the heart. Poffeffing the fineft tafte, 
and favoured by the mufes, at once a poet and a critic in 
poetry, he laid down the moft excellent rules for divefting fa- 
ble of its original faults and improprieties. The (hocking, 
the difguftful, the uninterefting, the impertinent, the incon- 
gruous, (he irkfome, he, by his foie judgment and authority, 
impeached and proferibed for ever. He had, indeed, a model 
from which to draw his rules for the epic, the divine author 
of the Iliad j but upon ajl the dramatic writers he had greatly 
to improve. 

The following particulars concerning the life of this won- 
derful man, fclcded from different authors by the Tranflator, 
may not be difagreeable to our readers. 

w This prince of philofophers and critics, was born, fays 
Dionyfius Halicarnaifus, in the ninety-ninth Olympiad, (about 
four hundred years before the ChrijHan etra) in S tagyra, a city of 
Macedonia. His father was Nichomachus a phyfician, who 
derived both his, pedigree and profeifton from Machapn the 
fon of iEfculapius. His mother was named Phaiftias, a de- 
fendant of thofe who led a colony from Chalcis to Stagyia 5 
1 he was exadly three years older than Demofthenes, who 
born the year preceding the hundredth Olympiad. His 
dying, when he w as eighteen year* of age, he came 
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tp Athens ; and being recommended to Plrfto, continued with 
him for the fpace of twenty years. And at Plato's death, ha 
retired to Ermaeas, governor of Atarnea, and having abode 
with him three years, he removed to Mitylene. And from 
thence he was fcnt for by Philip who appointed him preceptor 
to his fon Alexander; in which employment he continued 
eight years ; and after Philip's death, returning to Athens, he 
taught in Lyceum twelve years ; and in the thirteenth, re- 
moved after Alexander’s death to Chalcis, where he died of a 
difeafe at the age of fixty-three.” 

• Aulus Gellius likewife has preferved part of a letter to 
Ariftotle from Philip, written at the birth of Alexander, not 
unworthy notice in this place, and which, after the prelimi- 
nary compliments, proceeds thus : “ The gods have given me 
a Son, and for this favour 1 am not more obliged to them, 
than for having given him in the days of Ariftotle ; becaufe I 
am in hopes that under fuch a tutor he will hereafter become 
an ornament to his family ; and be qualified to fucceed me in 
the kingdom.” A compliment no lefs honourable to the king 
than the philofopber. 

* Btfides the particulars above-mentioned, Suidas relates 
that he had a lifping voice ; and (which agrees with Diony- 
fius) c< that he was thirteen years prefident of the philofophy 
called peripatetic, or walking ; becaufe he delivered le&ures in 
a garden fet apart for walking, having removed from the aca- 
demy in which Plato taught ; and that poifon was given him 
as a puniftiment for having written an hymn in commenda- 
tion of Ermaeas governor of Atarnea.” Others fay he died of 
a difeafe at the age of feventy. 

c Mr. Dacier adds, (C he left a fon and a daughter under age* 
and nominated Antipater executor of his will, and adminiftra- 
toc of all his effe&s ; which were very confiderable, if one may 

{ 'udge from a Angle free gift of Alexander to him; who, for 
lis hiftory of animals alone, gave him tight hundred talents, 
which amount to one hundred and fifty*nve thoufand pounds 
fieri ing. 

u The moil valuable of his moveables was his library, that 
was fold afterwards to Ptolemy Philadelphus ; and which he 
had enriched with more than four hundred volumes of his own 
compofing. In his furviving works, which fortunately are 
many, there is a genius very penetrating, and a folid judg- 
ment ; an admirable method ; prodigious knowledge, and elo- 
quence full ot fweetnefs and of force. He alone has invented 
more, than the moil learned men, after long application, ufu- 
ally know. And for what depends on the Angle light of ge- 
nius, nobody ever carried knowledge farther, nor efiabliihed 
If on furer and more extenfive principles. There is hardly 
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any thing in diale&ics, logic, rhetoric, politics, and moral, 
except what he taught. Other works more ufeful than his, 
have been made, it is true, in fome of the fciences, by the 
affiftance of his difcoveries; but his rhetoric continues yet 
unrivalled. His poetics are even more admirable $ for in rhe- 
toric be improved from authors who writ before him ; whereas 
in poetry he was the firft who difcovered the fecret charms of 
that art; and nobody fince his time has ever prefumed to write 
upon the fubjed, unlefs in explanation of his fentiments.” 

The nineteenth fefiion, on ftyle, we give as a Ihort fpecimen 
of the tranflation. 

c Excellency of ftyle is to be plain and not low. Indeed, 
that in the d roper nouns is plaineft, but low. Witnefs the 
poetry of Cleophon and that of Ssheneleus. That which 
Changes the common form, fubftituting borrowed words, ia 
graceful. By borrowed I mean metaphorical, figurative, and 
all except the proper. But (hould any one unite all of them 
together, he will make either a riddle or a barbarifm : if me* 
taphorical, a riddle ; if foreign, a barbarifm. For the idea of 
a riddle is this, to exprefs a meaning in terms irreconcilable 
to poffibility. Now in a combination of nouns it is not pofli* 
ble to do this : but the metaphor is capable of it. For exam* 
pie, “ 1 faw a man who glued tin to another man with fire, 
lo that the blood ran into the tin, as into the man, and fuch 
like.” Likewife of foreign words, the barbarifm ; which is a 
mere mixture of them. Confcquently, the foreign, metaphor, 
embcllifhing, and the other mentioned forms will conftitiite the 
uncommon and not low : but the proper noun the plainnefs* 
Befides, the extenfions, abfeiffions and changes of the nouns' 
contribute not a little to the plain and uncommon. Becaufe 
ufing the proper noun otherwife than as it is known, wilt 
certainly give the uncommon ; and from its partaking of the 
known will be the plain, 

* So that they are not right in their cenfure, who arraign 
this figure in rhetoric and deride the poet. For example, old 
Euclid willing to (hew how eafy it is to be a poet, if you 
are allowed to lengthen as you pleafe, has in plain profe a&ed 
the fatyric poet. 

* To make a parade as it were, of ufing it in this manner 
would be ridiculous : or in any of the parts, to go beyond ret- 
urnable bounds. For (bould any one ufe metaphors, foreign, 
and the other forms, ungracefully, and on purpofe to be ri- 
diculous, he might do the very fame. But let us obferye' how 
different the graceful ufe of it is in poems : by employing the 
pouns in a reafonable and proper manner, let any one tran& 
form the nouns into foreign, metaphors, and the other forqis, 
be would perceive that we fpcak truth. For example, 4Jfchy- 
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Ins and Euripides made the fame iambic, transforming a fi n- 
gle expreffion only, a known proper to a. foreign. 'lhe one 
really appears 'beautiful, but the other infipid. For in the 
tragedy of Philo&etes, AEfchylus wrote, 

•• An ulcer eats the flcfli upon my foot." 

* But Euripides transformed tats to 

Ftafts upon my foot.** ! 

4 And in thefe \ proper nouns, we fay 
“ The Shores cry out.* 

* In metaphors, 

•• The Shores refound 

* Farther, Areiphrades bantered the tragedians for ufing » 
what nobody would fpeak even in common convention. 
For example, 44 homeward” inftead of towards home* 
44 Methinks,” for I think. 4< Achilles concerning” and not 
concerning Achilles, and all of this fort. Now becaufe 
fuch as thefe all of them vary the proper noun, they give to 
language the uncommon. But of this he was ignorant. It 
is really great to ufe elegantly each of the above-mentioned 
forms. 

4 But the greatelt of all is to be metaphorical , which alone 
can neither be acquired by learning ; and is a mark of fine 
genius : for to apply a metaphor properly, is to diftinguifl* 
the fimilitude. The double nouns are beft applied to Ditha* 
iambics'; the foreign to Heroics; and the metaphors to Iam- 
bics. Though all of them in general are ufed with advan- 
tage in Heroics. Yet in Iambics, which chiefly imitate ordi- 
nary difeourfe, whatever nouns one might pfe in converfadon 
are well fuited : Such as the proper, metaphor, and embel- 
lifhing. Let what has been fpoken fuffice concerning Tra- 
gedy and aflivc Imitation.* 

* This fe&ion explains what Horace means byth ecallida junflu* 
ra , and fome other expreffions in his Art of Poetry ; a work that 
is principally founded on Ariftotle’s Poetics, and which can- 
not be properly underilood by thofe who have not read them. 

The reader will perceive that the Tranflator has been rather 
attentive to the letter of the original than to 'the embeliifh- 
ment of his ftyle; which, moreover, is not very perfpicuous. 

A curious account of the form of the ancient Greek theatre 
and mafks is tranflated from Julius Pollux, and annexed t q 
this publication, 
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A*t. IV. LtBnra m the Art of Rending ; Second Part : Containing 
the Art of reading Verfe. By Thomas Sheridan* A* M. Author 
of Ltdurts on Elocution , Britijb Education* &c. 8vo. 5 s. Dodfiey* 
&c. 1775. 

I N this volume, as in she former (fee Review for May) we 
find the Author preferving a juft idea of his own confe- 
quence, and taking fome pains to prevent his readers from over- 
looking it. But as we meet with fewer exceptions of vanity* 
and a greater variety of critical obfervations, we (hall pafs over 
the former, that we may have an opportunity of infilling the 
more largely upon the latter. 

An accurate knowledge of the nature of poetical numbers, 
and the principles and laws of verification, Mr. Sheridan con- 
siders as the foundation of the art of reading verfe ; and there- 
fore, in thefe Ledures, he enters into a minute difeufiion of 
this fubjed. Through the whole of this inveftigation he is ex- 
tremely verbofe, and, in feme parts, immethodical and obfeure. 
We fhall, however, attempt to lay before our Readers the fab- 
fiance of his fyltem of verification in the following abfirad. 

In the conftrudion of Englifh verfe it is neither right to 
adopt the mode of verfifying purfued in other modern languages* 
nor to folloyv that of the ancient Greeks and Romans. Englifh 
verfe is not to be meafured by the number of fyllables ; nor to 
be confidered as confiding of feet meafured by quantity, or the 
comparative length of fyllables, and capable of being regulated 
by the laws of ancient profody. The quantity in Englilh is 
variable, according to the accent or emphafis. When the feat 
of the accent is on a vowel the fyilable is long ; when on %. 
confonant it is fbort : and the fame fyllable or word may be 
long or fhort as it is emphgtical or otherwife, Engl i ft* verfe 
therefore does not depend on quantity, but on accent or ftrefs 
only : it is formed by a due arrangement of accented fyllables 
according to certain laws. It is compofed of feet, like the an- 
cient verfe ; but thefe feet confift of accented and unaccented 
fyllables; the accented correfponding to the long fyllables 
among the ancients, and the unaccented to their Ibort fyllables $ 
that is, an accented fyllable followed by an unaccented one an- 
fwers to their trochee, and preceded by an unaccented one, to 
their iambus. It admits of feet, which, from their refemblance 
to the ancient feet, may be called trochees, iambics, fpondees* 
pyrrhics, da&yls, amphibrachs, anapxfts, and tribrachs. Thefe 
are all found in our beft Englifh poets, particularly Milton. 
The general chara&er of Englifh heroics being iambic, thofe 
fee t which are homogeneal with the iambus, that is, which 
paft from unaccented to accented fyllables, may more fre- 
quently be admitted, than thofe which are heterogeneous, or 
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ffefs from accented tb unaccented : not more than one of thefe 
latter can be admitted at once, without deftroying the verfe.* 
The plcafing efie& produced by a regulated fucceffion of feet 
cenfifts in the perception of proportion. This cffed is different, 
according to the orderun which the founds proceed; whether 
from weak to flrong, or from ftrong to weak : but in each, 
the idea of proportion is conveyed, by the regular return of 
accented or unaccented fyllables. In order to communicate 
this perception, it is not neceffary that one kind of feet alone 
ihould be ufed ; but either th^t thofe which are introduced 
fliould be ranged in a certain fixed order ; or that one (hould 
give a leading character to the verfe, and others fliould be oc- 
cafionally admitted to give an agreeable variety to the whole, 
as in Engltih heroics. 

Another conftitutional part of verfe, is paufe. Of this there 
are two kinds ; cefural and final : the former divides the verfe 
into equal and unequal parts; the latter terminates it, and is 
often the only markof diftindion between verfe and profe. The 
final paufe may be marked without afieding the fenfe, not by 
ufing any of thofe changes of the voice which ufually accom- 
pany the fentential paufes, but by making a break, which (bait 
be merely a fufpenfion of the voice, and, having no particular 
note of its own, fhall always take that which belongs to the 
preceding word. The cefural paufe gives a relative proportion 
to the parts of the verfe, and is therefore the chief fourcc of 
ha rmo n y in numbers ; by which is meant the cffcft which arifea 
from comparing the relative proportion, which different portions 
of a poetical compofition bear to each other. Two members 
of the fame verfe may be compared with each other, or the 
members of two or more lines may be brought into compan- 
ion, and their relative proportion obferved. The cefura may 
be placed at the end of the fecbnd foot, at the end of the third 
foot, or in the middle of the third foot : this latter is! the moil, 
perfod, dividing the verfe equally. More than one cefura may 
Sometimes be introduced into one line : or femi-paufe may be 
ufed, and the lines divided into four portions. The following, 
9re examples of thefe feveral paufes : 

The cefura after the fecond foot, 

¥be finer eel" in Jhimng volumes rolPd . 

' in the middle of the third foot. 

From men their cities " and from gods their fame. 

— after the third foot. 

With tender billet-doux" he lights the fife. 

Two cefuras. 

XJnre/fited " unfitted" unreprieved. 

Two femipaufes and a cefura. 

‘{Slows while be reads" hut trembles as he writes. 

~ Poetical 
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Poetical numbers are adapted to give pleafure by exciting 
emotions. Thofe feet, which are terminated by the more for- 
cible found, make a ftronger impreffion on the mind than thofd 
which commence with it* Hence the iambus is more power- 
ful than the trochee ; and the anapsft than the amphibrach* 

* Thefe are the only feet which can of tbemfelves form verfe-— 
the da&yl moves too rapidly ; the fpondee too uniformly) and 
the pyrrhic and tribrach make no impreffion. The movements 
in each of the four kinds of verfe have a particular expreffion, 
as will appear by beating them on a drum. The iambics or 
ahapacfts are bold and forcible, proceeding from weaker to 
ftronger; the trochee and amphibrach light and gay, paffing 
from ftronger to weaker. Heroic verfe, Emitting of thefe fe- 
veral kinds, affords fcope for giving to each fentimont its pro* * 
per expreffion by a fuitable movement. Paufcs alfo contribute 
to expreffion. A cefura after the firft fyllable, or before the 
laft, has a linking effed. The expreffion is diversified accord* 

' ing to the Situation of the paufes. 

Such is our Author’s fyftem of verification. Thofe who are : 
acquainted with what has already been written upon this fub- 
will foon di (cover that it has little claim to originality* 
and fcarcely merits the appellation of an improvement. Mr. 
Sheridan’s leading idea, that Englifti verfe is conftrufled by 
accent, not by quantity, is well fopported in Herriefs Elements 
of Spetch ; without the incumbrance of a notion which feemsto 
have no foundation in nature, and which has introduced much 
confufion and obfcurity into the prefent work, that fome words 
are accented upon the vowels, and fome upon the conlbnants 2 
whereas the plain truth is, that the accent affe&s the whole > 
fyllable or word, giving a forcible utterance to aU the funpl* 
founds of which it is compofed. That quantity in the Engliftt 
language is variable, and liable to be changed by accident or 
.emphalis, is an aflertion which our Author has taken fome 
pains to fupport ; but in our opinion entirely without fuccefs. 
It is, we think, fufficiently evident from the nature of the 
fimple vowel founds, that, they muft be always the fame with: 
refpe& to their comparative length, whatever variations they, 
may undergo with regard to the force or elevation with which 
they are founded. To make ufe of Mr. Shendan’s example : 
the words pleas'd, there , Jhalt, htar, are all, from the nature of 
the vowel founds which belong to them, long fyllables, except- 
ing the third, which is as necefiarily (hort : and no change of 
accent or emphalis on any of the words pleas' d— there— hear — 
can make them (hort ; nor can any emphafis on the word Jbak 
make it long ; unlefs we change the vowel found, and raife in 
its ftead one which is naturally long, as in the world fault. 
Nor did the Author’s feheme ctf verification at all require him 
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to maintain this abfurd pofition : for if EngliOi verGfication de- 
pends upon accent, arid not upon quantity, it is of no confe- 
quence to afcettain the length of fyllables, or determine when 
they become long or fhort ; it can only be neccfiary that the 
writer or reader ihould be able to judge concerning the proper 
place of accent or emphafis. The application of thi ancient 
names of metrical feet to modern verGfication, may perhaps 
have its ufe, but is furely no very material improvement in the 
art of poetry* ' 

The influence of paufe on poetical melody and ex predion, is 
much more fatisfadorily explained in Lord Kaims’s Elements 
of Criticifm, than in the prefent work. That judicious Critic 
infills largely upon the capital* paufe, which, he fhews, will 
produce different effe&s as it is placed after the 4th, 5th, 6tlf 9 
or 7th fyllable in an heroic verfe. Befides the capital paufe, 
he remarks that there are other inferior or femi-paufes, two in 
each line. He lays down rules for the proper placing of both 
tbefe paufes, and Supports them by reafoning9 whilh are ex- 
tremely ingenious, though perhaps too fubtile to carry with 
them any ftrong convi&ion. It is aftonifhing that our Author, 
who appears to have read the excellent work juft referred to, 
Ihould take no notice of it, when treating on this branch of 
his fubjed. 

Although we do not mean wholly to deny the power of ex- 
preffion in poetical numbers, we apprehend that Mr. Sheridan* 
and many other modern writers, aferibe effe&s to them which 
only exift in their own imagination, and difeover beauties of 
^his kind in the works of ancient and modern poets, which the 
Authors tjiemfelves never once dreamed of. The following 
paflage may ferve to illuftrate this remark : 

— ' ‘ Had from her axle torn 
The ftedfaft earth ;*at lift his fail broad vannes 
He fpseads for flight. 

The fecond line'opens with an iambus, followed by a fpondee* 
and dofes in the fame manner ; which occafions in each mem* 
ber of the line three fucceflive long fyllables. — The ftedfaft 
earth — this arrangement fxes, as it were, the earth upon its Bafe. 
— The other, in a manner, fpreads out to view the immenfe wings 
of Satan , 

His fail-broad vannes. 

According to the Author’s general idea, that thofe feet which 
end with an accented fyllable make the ftrongeft impreffion, 
he may be allowed to give to iambics the epithets of forcible 
and pujbing* and from hence to account for the peculiar bold- 
m($ and fpirit of the following lines in Dry den’s ode; 

The 
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Th£ mailer law the madneft rife, 

Hit glowing cheek, hit ardent ey€«. 

And while he heav’n and earth defied— 

^But bow the fame principle is to explain the propriety of ufing 
iambics to exprefs forrow in the following lines* we are at a 
loft to gueft : 

With downcaft looks the joylefs vl&or fate, 

w u 

Revolving in his alter’d foul. 

The various turns 6f fate below ; 

KJ [ 

And now and then a flgh he fl5le. 

And te5ra began t5 flow. 

It is oretty clear, from this inftance, that our Author has not 
fettled his ideas of the different powers of expreffion in the fe- 
vcral fpecies of poetical numbers with any great degree of pre- 
cifion ; we are therefore at liberty to queftion the propriety of 
his cenfure on the verification of Pope’s ode : particularly when 
he pronounces the amphibrachic the moft comic movement that 
can be ufed, and determines it tp be improperly applied to ex- 
prefs the exultation of ipufic upon its triumph over death an4 
hell* in thefe lines : 

Thus fong could prevail 

O’er death and o’er hell ; 

A conqueft hdw hard and h5w gloridus ! 

Though face had fall bound her. 

With Styx nine times round her. 

Yet mufic and love were vi&drious. 4 

The Author’s differtation on Rhyme (written chiefly to (how 
that it has been injurious to the Englilh language) having ap- 
peared in a former work, we pafs over without farther notice. 

Our Readers will perhaps be furprifed that we (hould infill 
fo long upon thofe parts of the prefent work which are only 
introdudory to the main defign of the Author, which is to in- 
ftru& the Public in the art of reading verfe, and will expe& a 
particular account of what fo great a matter of the art of (peak- 
ing has advanced on this head. That none of the inftrudicm 
or entertainment which this part of the work is capable of af- 
fording may be loft, we (hall clofe this Article by tranfcribing 
the whole, in the words of the Author : 

c Having laid open all the principles, upon which the num»> 
bers of heroic verfe are founded $ and (hewn by what rules of 
compofition, their three great properties of melody, harmony* 
and expreffion, are to be attained ; it will be now neceflary to 
lay down rules for the proper recitation of fuch vcrfes j as it is 
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bnly by a fuitable delivery, that the beauty of fuch compofition 
can be manifefted. In the firft place, all the words (hould be 
pronounced exa&ly the fame way as in profe. The movement 
of the voice fhould be from accent to accent, laying no ftrefs 
on the intermediate fyllables. There fhould bp the fame obfer- 
vation of emphafis, and the fame change of notes on the em- 
phatic fyllables, as in profe. The ufual fault of introducing 
fing fong notes, or a fpecies of chanting into poetical numbers, 
is difagreeable to every ear but that of the chanter himfelf. 
Such readers indeed feem generally in high raptures with their 
own mufic, for, according to the old observation, baud cuiquam 
injueunda qua cantat ipfe : 44 No man’s tune is unpleafirig to 
himfelf.” But they ought to confider, that they are doing great 
injuftice to the poet’s mufic, when they fubftitute their own in 
its room. The tune of the poet can then only be heard, when 
his verfes are recited with fuch notes of the voice, as refult 
from the fentiments 5 and a due proportion of time obferved 
in the feet and paufe?, the conftituent parts of verfe. 

c The next great point to be attended to, is the drift obfer- 
vation of the two mufical paufes before deferibed, the cefural 
and final, which peculiarly belong to poetry. What relates to 
the final paufe, has already been fuificiemly explained. But 
with regard to the cefural, whofe feat is variable, and may be 
in all the different parts of the verfe, confequently not fo eafily 
found, there requires more to be faid. In order to find the 
feat of the cefura, we are to reileft, that there are fome parts 
of fpeech fo necelTarily connefted in fentences, that they will 
not admit of any /eparation by the fmalleft paufe of the voice. 
Between fuch, therefore, the cefura can never fall. Its ufual 
feat is, in that place of the line, where the voice can firft reft, 
after a word not fo neceflarily connected with the following one. , 
I fay, not fo neceflarily, becaufe the cefura may find place where 
there would be no fentential flop, after a word which leaves 
any idea for the mind to reft on. though it may have a clofe 
connexion with what follows. For inftance — Of Eve whofe 
eye" darted contagious fire — Now in profe, there could not 
properly be a comma after the word eye 9 from its clofe Connexion 
with the following verb 5 but in verfe, remove the cefural paufe, 
and the metre is utterly deftroyed ; 

Of Eve" whofe eye darted contagious fire. 

Of the fame nature is another line of Milton's, relative to the 
fame perfon ; 

And from about her" fhot darts of defire. 

4 Pronounced in that manner with the paufe in the middle 
of the line, it ceafes to be verfe $ but by placing the cefura, 
after the word fhot, as thus — And from about her (hoi'' darts 
of defire — the metre is not only preferved, but the expreftiort 
Rev. Sept. 1775. P much 
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much enforced, by the unexpected trochee following the paufe, 
which, as it were, (hoots out the darts with uncommon force. 

4 The following line of Mr. Pope’s, read thus — Ambition 
firft fprung" from your bleft abodes^-is no verfe, but hobbling 
profe. Let the cefura be placed after the word firft, as thus — 
Aipbition firft" fprung from your bleft abodes — the metre is 
reftored, and the important word firft, obtains its due degree 
of emphafts, and is made more diftinguiflied by preceding this 
unufual paufe. 

* Of the fame kind arc two lines of Waller’s, which I lately 
read, flopped in the following manner : 

We’ve loft in him arts, that not yet are found. 

The Mufes ftill love, their own native place. 

By which pointing the metre is deftroyed, and the thought ob- 
feured. They (hould be thus divided : 

We’ve loft in him' arts that not yet are found. 

The Mufes ftill"! ove their own native place. 

Unlefs a reader be much upon his guard, he wil be apt to 
paufe, however improperly, at thofe feats of the cefura, which 
have been fet down as producing the firieft melody, and there- 
fore are moil pleafing to\he ear. Thus in the following line — 
Nor God alone" in the ftill calm we find — 

The cefura, fo placed, points to a different fenfe from that 
which is contained in the fubfequent line ; for, in this way, it 
would imply, that we do not find God alone, in the dill calm— 
but fomething elfe— whereas the true meaning of the couplet is, 
<4 that we do not find God, in the ftill calm only, but in the 
dorm and temped;” and therefore the paufe fhould be thus 
made — 

Nor God" alone in the flill calm we find. 

He mounts the ftorm" and walks upon the wind. 

There would be great temptation in all the following lines, for 
the fake of melody, to place the cefura wrong : 

The fprites of fiery" termagants in flame — 

Back to my native" moderation Hide 

And place on good" fecurity his gold 

Your own refiftlefs" eloquence employ— 

Or crof3 to plunder" provinces the main — — 

But fuch unnatural disjunction of words, which have a necef- 
fary connexion with each other, whatever pleafure it might give 
the ear, mud hurt the underftanding ; which furely, in rational 
beings^ has the firft right to be fatisfied. Lines of this ft rue - 
ture do not in reality contain any perfeft .cefura ; whofe place 
is fupplied by two femipaufes, or demicefuras : As thus ■ - - 
The fprites ' of fiery termagants' inflame. 

Back' to my native moderation' Aide. 

And place' on good fecurity' his gold. 

Your own' refillleis eloquence' employ. 

Or crofs' to plunder provinces' the main* 

Of 
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Of the fame nature is the following line — Nor virtue male" of 
female can we name — and the laft of this couplet -- ■ 

Thus God and Nature link’d the general frame. 

And bade felf-Iove" and focial be (he fame. 

In both which the demicefuras lhould be thus introduced— 
Nor virtue' male or female' can we name — 

And bade' felf-love and focial' be the fame. 

Great attention ought to be paid to the femipaufes, in lines 
where they are introduced together with the cefura ; both in or- 
der to render the ideas more diftind, and to improve thq har- 
mony. If in the laft line of the following couplet, the cefura 
only be marked, as thus - 

So two confident motions aft the foal. 

And one regards itfelf" and one the whole — , 

The two different motions which actuate the foul, are ftot 
diftindly pointed out ; which can only be done by introducing 
the femipaufes, thus— 

And one' regards itfelf " and one' the whole. 9 


Aar. V. Letters from a Lady who refiiei fome Tears in RuJJia y to her 
Friend in England . With hi (tori cal Notes. Small 8vo. 2 s. 6d. 
Dodfley, 1775. * 

T HESE letters include the obfervations made by tho Act* 
thor in the fpace of about nine years, beginning in Fe- 
bruary 1730, and ending in June 1739. They are agreeably* 
written, fome what in the lively manner of lady Montague, though 
they are certainly not equal to the letters of that celebrated lady ; 
and they contain feveral entertaining defeript^ions, with anec- 
dotes of the Ruffian court, at that time. The writer appears 
to have been the lady of the Englifti minifter there, and as 
her nime can be no fecret, from dates and eircumftances, k 
is fomething odd not to find it avowed: the letters being all 
on general fubje&s, there were no private reafons to deny the 
reader the immediate fatisfa&ion of knowing to whom he is 
obliged for the remarks he is perufing. As a fpeeimen or two 
will be expe&ed, we (hall, for the firft* give the lady’s ac- 
count of a Ruffian chriftening, and marriage : 

* Dear Madam, Mofcow, Nov. 4, 1730. 

* Your la(t letter is kind and cruel* You fay a great many ob- 
liging things, give an account of many of my friends, but forbid 
me to fay any thing of them, or a(k any queftions, but dircdUy 
anfwer the enquiries you make. This is very tyrannical, but I 
moll obey. As to your firft queflion, what converfation I have ? 
it is hard to anfwer. I daily converfe with people of high rank. 
The Polifh minifter’s lady has an aftembly every night, where all the 
people of fafhion meet ; but to my great mortification, the greateft 
part meet to play, though no body is prefied to it* As I Sill am 
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amazed how rational minds can fall into this ttifling yet danger- 
ous amufement, I need not tell yon, I am a fpe&ator, and mora-, 
li e on human weaknefs, as, you know, Mifs Bell ufed to tell me. 
For fome time pad 1 have met with a young lady who does not 
play, whether from the fame dupid mind that I have, or from hev 
heart being filled with a fofter paflion, I will not determine. She 
has foftnefs, good nature, good fenfe, and politenefs, inclofed in 
a pretty perion of eighteen. She is filler to the favourite prince 
Dolghorucki. The German ambafiador’s brother is her beloved 
objeft ; all things are agreed upon, and they only wait fome forma 
neceflary in his country, to be (I hope) happy. . She feems very 
fond of marrying out of her own country, lhews great civility to 
foreigners, and a llrong love to him, and he to her. At this af- 
fembly you go away when you will, and no body alks you a quef- 
tion ; there is a fupper for thofe that will (lay, and, I fancy, one 
might find agreeable converfation, if cards were not known in 
Ruffia. Ycur next <|uedion about their religion I can fay but littfie 
of, as I fpeak very little of the language. It feems to confilt in 
outward form and much fuperdition, I have feen a chriftening 
and a wedding ; the child was dipped three times in a tub of wa- 
ter ; the goiDps had every one a wax candle in their hands ; after 
the child had been dipped, the pried (who, by the way, war very 
drunk) put on the (hirt, and then exorcifed it, and at the end of 
every fen te nee, he and. the gollips fpit, to (hew they triumphed 
over the devil. The wedding was of one of my fervants $ the 
match was propofed to the girl’s parents, and they approving of it, 
came in form to afk my confent ; when that was obtained, the man. 
fent her a prefent, confiding of a comb, fome paint and patches ; 
then he was admitted to fee her for the fird time; they gave each 
other a ring, and a promife of marriage, and the wedding was ap- 
pointed for that day fe’ennight. From that time to the day of the 
wedding, the girls of her acquaintance took turns to be with her, 
night and day, continually finging fongs to bemoan her lofs out of 
their fociety : when the day came, they took a formal leave of her 
with many tears ; and the man’s relations came to fetch her, and her 
fortune, which was a bed and bedding, a table, and a pidture of 
her patron faint. My own maid was admitted to go with her, which 
was a great favour, for none of the women’s friends are permitted 
to go with them. As to the red, I mud refer you to the Bible, to 
fatisfy your curiofity, and that I may not hinder you from fo good 
a ftudy, I’ll take my leave.’ 

The young lady mentioned in this letter as attached to the 
German ambaflador’s brother, was foon after betrothed to the 
emperor Peter II. much againft her inclination; but he died of 
the fmall-pox, before the wedding-day. 

The following account of the celebration of a birth day, has 
fomething plealing in it, confidering the latitude of Peter- 
fburg: 

4 We have lately had a birth day, which (though it happens 
every year) has afforded more amufement than things of that nature 
igeuc rally do. It was celebrated in the new hall that is juft finifhed; 
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which is confiderably larger than St. George’s hall at Windfor. 
Though the day was very cold, the ftoves kept it warm enough, and 
it was decorated with orange-trees and myrtles, in full bloom : thefe 
were ranged in rows that formed a walk oq each fide of the hall, 
and only left room for the dancers in the middle. The walks on 
each fide gave the company opportunity to fit down fometimcs, as 
they were hid from the prefence of the fovereigo. The beauty, 
•fragratice, and warmth of this new formed grove, when you faw 
nothing but ice and (how through the windows, looked like en- 
chantment, and infpired my mind with pleafing reveries. In rooms 
adjoining were coffee, tea, and other refrefhments for the company* 
and when we returned into the hall, the mufic and dancing in one 
part, and the walks and trees filled with beaux and belles, in all 
their birth day finery, ioftead of the fhepherds and nymphs of Ar- 
cadia, made me fancy my felf in Fairy-land, and Sbakefpeare’s Mi dm 
fummer Night's Dream was in my head all the evening ’ 

Another diverfion, which they have in Ruflia, is rather more 
fuitable to the climate: 

* Dear Madam, Peterfburg, 173^. 

4 You are too inquifitive and fond of odd things, for me to hope 
for pardon, if I ibould not tell you of a new diverfion we have had 
at court this winter. There is a machine made of boards, that 
goes from the upper flory down to the yard ; it is broad enough 
for a coach, with a little ledge on each fide. This had water flung 
upon it, which foon froze, and then more was flung, ’till it was 
covered with ice of a confiderable thicknefs. The ladies and gen- 
tlemen of the court fit on Hedges, and they are fet going at the 
top, and fly down to the bottom 5 for the motion is fa very fwift, 
that nothing but Hying is a proper term. Sometimes, if thefe 
Hedges meet with any refinance, the perfon in them tumbles bead 
over heels ; that, I fuppofe, is the joke. Every mortal that goes to 
court has been down this Hide, as it is called, and no neck has 
yet been broken. I was terrified out of my wits for fear of being 
obliged to go down this fhocking place, for I had not only the 
dread of breaking my neck, but of being expofed to indecency 
too frightful to think on without horror, and 1 ilayed away fome 
time aimoft with the hopes that fomebody would break a limb, 
and put a flop to it ; but at lafl I was forced to appear. Some- 
body cried out, 44 You have never been down,” as every one was 
glad their neighbour fhould be ferved as they had been. I was 
ready to die on hearing this, but her majelly faid, t€ my prefent 
condition made it improper,” and fo I was exculed. If you take it 
in your head to come here while this lafts, you mud be fure to have 
the fame excufe, or down you go. 9 

Childifh as this amufement may appear, thofc who are fo fa- 
miliar with fnow and ice, arc much in the right if they can 
occafionally convert the power of freezing, which attacks them 
fo inceffantly, into diversions that may fortify them againft it. 

We could with pleafure extend our extra&s, if we had room 
for them ; but what has been already produced will ihew what 
may be expe&ed from the whole. 
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Aut. VI. A Nenu and Completi Didionary of the Englijh Language. 
In which ail the Words are introduced, the different Spellings pre- 
fer ved, the Sounds of the Letters occaffonally diftinguiffied, the 
obfolete and uncommon Words fupported by Authorities, and the 
different Conftru&ion and Ufes ill unrated by Examples. To 
which is prefixed, a comprehenfive Grammar. By John Afh, 
LL D. Author of grammatical Inftitutes, or an eafy Introdadfcion 
to Dr. Lowth’s EngTiih Grammar. 8vo. 2V0I3. 12 s. Dilly* 

and Baldwin. 1775* 

T HESE volumes befpeak the favour of the Reader at fir ft 
opening, by exhibiting a large page of fmall clofe print* 
which affiires us, at leaft, of having good meafure in quantity, 
let the quality prove as it may. The Author dates the pecu- 
liar merit of his Di&ionary in the following terms : 

‘ The plan of this work is extenfive beyond any thing that 
has yet been attempted of the kind in the Englilh language. It 
was intended to introduce not only all the appellatives or com- 
mon words, whether radical, derivative, or compound, abfo- 
lete, cant, or provincial; but all proper names of men and 
women, heathen gods and goddefles, heroes, princes, poets, 
hiftorians, wife men, and philofophers of fpecial note, whether 
ancient or modern ; of all the principal kingdoms, cities, towns, 
feas, and rivers in the known world, more cfpecially of Great 
Britain and Ireland ; of beads, birds, fifties, and infers; of 
trees, plants, herbs, minerals, and foffils. The terfns of art in 
chemiftry, pharmacy, heraldry, divinity, mathematics, mecha- 
nics, manufactures, and hufbandry; the derivations from the 
ancient, modern, and, learned languages, in which fpecial at- 
tention has been given to the mere Englilh fcholar, by a pro- 
per analyiis and full explanation of the originals ; the various 
fenfes, with the ufe and conftru&ion illuftrated by examples, 
and fupported by authorities where any thing appeared to be mV- 
common or doubtful ; the pronunciation pointed out, and affifted 
by a new method of placing the accent, and by notes on the 
founds of the letters, where it was judged neceflary ; the diffe- 
rent fpel lings preserved and diftinguifhed, as ancient or modern, 
common or uncommon, correct or incorreft ; and, in a word, 
every thing which might be thought requifite to render it 
worthy of the title it bears, and under which it is jioW recom- 
mended to the Public : and all this to be comprized in as nar- 
row a compafs as poffible, left the fize ftiould fuptrfede the 
intention of genera) ufefulnefs, and acceptance to the EftgHlh 
reader.’ 

This defign was fo far ufeful as relates to obfokte words, 
and to fuch provincial , or fuch cant expreiHons as may have 
forced their way into general ufe : one great purpofe of a dic- 
tionary, to common readers, being to inform them of the ac- 
cepted fenfe of uncommon words; Yet it muft be obferved that 

a di&ionary 
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a dictionary foindifcriminately filled, ceafes to 1 >e the ftore- 
boule of pure and fterling language; and notwithftanding the 
marks of diftinCHon made ufe of, will be confulted with diffi- 
dence by tbofe who aim at accuracy. Were it not alfo that 
every dictionary- writer is to recommend himfclf by excelling 
all his predeceifors, it might be thought that proper names of 
perfons and places, have no natural claim to admiflion into a 
mere dictionary of words ; efpecially when it is confidered how 
bald and meagre geographical and perfonal deferiptions mud 
appear, when crouded into fuch unfuitable limits. There is 
indeed a very unneceflary, and therefore blameable redundancy 
in ‘the geographical articles ; which is giving the articles ad- 1 
jectively after the fubfiantives ; e. g. 

4 Montgomery (f.) the (hire town of Montgomervlhire 
in Wales ; it has a market on Tuefday, fends one member to 
parliament, and is 161 miles, from London. 

4 Montgomery (adj. fom the fub.) belonging to Mont- 
gomery, made at Montgomery. 

4 * Montgomeryshire (j. from Montgomery) a county in 
North Wales ; it contains forty-feven parifhes, and fix market 
towns, and fends two members to parliament, one for the 
county, and one for the town of Montgomery. 

4 Montgomeryshire (adj. from the fub.) belonging to the 
county of Montgomery, produced in the county of Montgomery/ 
Such needlefs diftin&ions occupy more fpace collectively than 
could well be fpared in fo clofe printed a work: and it is pre- 
fumed that no one who happens to fee 44 The Montgomery- 
shire and Yorkfhire houfe,” under an alehoufe fign, will think 
of having recourfe to a diCHonary, to expound the meaning of 
the inscription. What is implied by 44 Hereford (hire cyder and 
Chelhire cheefe,” will be as little liable to mifconftruCtion, 
The names of perfons introduced, though they feldom furnifli 
more information than that they are the names of men or wo- 
men, are more prolific than even thofe in geography : thus, 
for inftarice, Pythagoras , like fome reproductive animals, pro- 
duces fix dependant articles branching from it, fubftantives as 
well as adjeCiives; and Pyrrho , juft above it, generates four ! 

Compounds with un, are' aftonifhingly multiplied ; fome of 
them we will venture to pronounce no where elfe to be found. 
Compounds with the adverb well have no proper place in a dic- 
tionary, will, being a diftind word itfelf, and remaining dif- 
tinCfc without coalefcing with that to which it is applied : with 
£ill lefs propriety are Latin law phrafes introduced ; as Felo de 
ft , Non compos mentis , &c. Dictionary- makers have long been 
told, that great as their authority puy be over Angle words, it 
does npt extend to wo words put together. 
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Though thefe remarks carry the appearance of obje&ions ta 
Dr. A(h's condud in this laborious talk, it may be hinted, that 
they are not complaints of deficiency* but of redundancy; a fault 
rather uncommon, and therefore pardonable in undertakings of 
this nature. To be fupplied with the various inflexions of 
words from the fame root, js no fmall advantage *, nor is the 
adraifiion of fuch barbarous terms as are occafion^lly obtruded 
on us, altogether without the plea of utility, though at the 
fame time fubjed to the hazard of flamping a degree of cur- 
rency on them : its copioufnefs will recommend it ftrongly as a 
popular dictionary, if it fhould not become a ftandard of au-r 
thority. 

Indeed both compiler and publifliers feem to have produced 
this work as an inftance of literary genefofity, in an age wheq 
the liberality of either authors or bookfellers has not been much 
eelebrated. Two volumes fo full of matter, are feldom feen, 
and though the print is neceffarily fmall, it is obvious that dic- 
tionaries are not for continued reading, but for occafional con.? 
fultation. 


Art. VII. The Defers of Police the Caufe of Immorality , and the row 
linual Robberies committed \ particularly in and about the Metropolis ; 
With various Proposals for preventing Hanging and Tranfporta- 
tion : Likewifc for the Eltabli foment of feveral Plans of Police on 
a permanent Bafis, with refped to common Beggars ; the Regu- 
lation of Paupers ; the peaceful Security of Suhjeds ; and the mo- 
ral and political Condud of the People : Obfervations on the Rev. 
Mr. Hetheringtou’s Charity ; and the molt probable Mein* of re- 
lieving the Blind. In Twenty- nine Letters to a Member of Par r 
liament, by Jonas Hanway» Efq. 4 tp. 6 9. Boards. Podfley, 
&c. 1775- 

T HAT the defeds in the police of a country are as likely 
to flow from a general depravity in morals, as to pro- 
duce it, is the opinion of the ingenious author of the Ircnarch * $ 
who pleads that the prefent ftate of our morals will not fuflfer 
juftices of the peace to carry certain laws into Arid execution : 
hence he, fays they are obliged to temporize, and accommodate 
their condud to the prefent bias of manners. If this be the 
real fad, it follows that vice is continually gathering Areogtb 
againft law, and progreflively prevailing over it; and that 
the profperity of a ftate producing its decline, is no vifionary 
notion. If we may be indulged with the liberty of launch- 
ing a little from fuch data into the regions of acknowledged fpe- 
culation, the old world may be fuppoled now yielding to decay * 
while virtue, arts, and empire, are fpringing up in the new. 


f See Review, vol. L. p. 191. 
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'To proceed yet farther, it may be added, that by the time pro- 
fperity and luxury may have fown the feeds of ruin there, 
we may be fufficiently barbarifed and prepared for a revival 
here. Such ebbing and flooding of human attainments, are too 
flow to have their periods recorded ; and how many tides of 
this nature may have already taken place, is an inquiry far be- 
yond human inveftigation ! 

So defultory a writer as Mr. Hanway, will furely excufe this 
little excurfion, occafioned by the flrft pofition aflumed in bis 
title, and the recollection of a late writer who concludes the 
direct contrary : we do not prefume to decide pofnively be- . 
tween them, but will leave it to exercife the Reader’s ingenuity. 
Mr. Hanway is a gentleman whofe public fpirit is well known 
and acknowledged, and his prefenf publication contains a great 
numbejr of important truths, that merit the ferioys attention of 
pur governors;— when they are extricated from that intangle- 
tnent into which they have moft difagreeably precipitated them- 
felves, without the comfortable hope of an honourable disen- 
gagement on either hand. 

The principal poipt laboured by the Author is to convince 
us of the mifehievous tendency of the promifeuous aflociation 
pf prifoners in our gaols, where perfons committed for flight 
crimes are iqftru&ed and hardened by the pernicious counfels 
of old offenders. * This indiferiminate mixture is the rock 
upon which we run, as if we determined to be wrecked ! To 
place young perfons, whofe minds are fufceptible of every kind 
pf imprefllon, on a common level with the ipoft notorious fe- 
lons ! — Good God! will not fuch youths, already prone to 
pvt], drink deep at the fountains of iniquity ?’ Our prifons, 
fays Mr. H. are admirably calculated to promote thofe acquaint- 
ances and communications which undoubtedly militate againft 
the great purpofe for which men are imprifoned. He would 
therefore have all prifoners kept apart from each other *, and 
reafon pleads ftrongly in favour of it ; that they may not be 
contaminated by profligate aflociations, but be driven by foli- 
tude to wholefome reflections tending to reformation. Our be- 
nevolent Author produces a great number of arguments to en- 
force a plan too evident to need many ; but thefe are inter- 
mingled with fo much vagqe declamation upon other inciden- 
tal matters, that it mult tire any lover of qlofe reafoning, not- 
withftanding all the refpeft he may retain for fo zealous an ad- 
vocate for the public good. In truth, Mr. Hanway’s mind 

• It has been faid that the late extraordinary robbery of Mr. Con- 
yers's' houfe, in Eflex, was planned in Newgate, by Reading and 
his afTociates, whofe firft acquaintance with each other commenced 
within the walls of that prifon. 
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teems with fchemes for afTociations, fubfcnptions, and public 
undertakings, enough to occupy all the thoughts, all the time* 
and all the money, of fchofe who have any thoughts* time, or 
money, to fpare. 

A*t. VIII. Readings on Statutes , chiefly thffe 9 ajfeding the Adminif- 
tration of public Jufljie, in criminal and civil Cafes ; pajfed in the 
Reign of his late Majefty King George II. Containing the Ocean on 
of the Rife, and the Progrefs of the Bills, to their receiving le- 
giflative San&ion, See. The Whole chronologically digefted, and 
ilhiftrated with Notes, References, afrd Obferratiotrs : Likewife, 
an Addrefs to the Honourable Society of the Inner Temple, See. 
By John Rayner the younger, a Member of the &id Society. 490. 
9 s. Boards. J. Brown, Wardrobe court, Do&or’s Commons. 

T H fe title to this work is rather indefinite than deferiptive 
of its objects, with any degree of legal precifion ; nor 
does the reafdn Mr. Rayner gives for exprefling hrmfelf fd 
generally, clearly point out his particular meaning to our ap- 
prehenfions. He fays, € We * purpofely entitle this work Read- 
ings on Statutes ; for when it is conlidered, that there are to be 
found among them obfoletc, expired, temporary, and repealed 
to entitle our compilation u Readings on the Statutes,* 
would be giving them a falfe and an abftrrd title.’ But if hfe 
readings do not extend to all the ftartutes of that reign, it does 
Hot appear how the retaining or reje&ing the article, fir, limits 
the description of thofe which are fele&ed : and the fcale uport 
Which the work is planned fhould have been explained, that the 
purchafer might know in what kind of adventure he was foli«* 
Cited to embark. It is in our power to inform the Reader that 
this publication includes only the 1 and 2 Gdo. H. but we 

• On another occaiion Mr. R. feeibs confctotts that egotrfms are 
difagreeable, nor does converting them into noftrneifms 9 if the term 
is admiffible, render them in any degree more pleating : it is ex. 
tremely eafy to write imperfonally ; and in the prefent in (lance he 
might have faid, This Work was purpofely entitled , His preface 

is indeed peculiarly in the regal Ityle, particularly the lad paragraph 
but one, which at length concludes in the Angular number as follows : 

4 As we have no learned or ingenious friends to thank for hints, 
nor been aflilled by perfons, whole names we Ihould think it an ho- 
nour to be at liberty to mention, therefore we ourfelves only, maR 
be wholly anfwerable for the contents of fhefe (beets, and though wa 
are confcious of many imperfe&ioms, which moil fender them much 
Jefs deferving the profeffioual reception, yet we p re fume to rely with 
confidence on the public candour, as we have always obferved it 
generoufly bellowed on venial defedls, when it appeared upon the 
whole, that the intentions of the Author were well difpofed towards 
the profeffion, of which it is the heighth of car 'ambition, not to be 
considered an abfilute unworthy member.* 

have 
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have met with nothing expfeffive of the intended or fuppofad 
quantify to which the whole may amount. , 

Mr. Rayner’s addrefs to the Society of the Inrier Temple, to 
which he belongs, ftates his complaint of being excluded from 
the late lifts of Commiffionets of Bankrupt, after having fared 
in that capacity for eleven years : be was it feems charged 
with an article of mifbehaviour, from which he vindicated him- 
felf to the Lord Chancellor ; but whether his juftifkation wac 
not deemed fofftcient, or whether fome freih offence was taken % 
he has not been fortunate enough to procure a reftoration. 

Mr. Rayrter appears to be a lawyer of oonfiderible reading* the 
fruits of which he produces freely ; fom crimes to the furnishing 
very good and pertinent information, and at other times for no 
other difcoverable reafon than btcaufe be had enough ready at 
hand. Indeed, he overlooks nothing ; for in quoting a pafiage 
from Sir James Burrow, in his prefect, where that Gentleman 
trarrfienriy makes u r e of the familiar phrafe of feeking a needle in 
a bottle of hay; Mr. R. in a note to the word bottle , cen fares it, 
in the following folemn manner : 4 A battle of bay / Though the 
trite, we furbmit, to be a very ftrange expreflion, and a battle 
very inapptitable to bay ; we therefore p re fume to hazard a con*- 
jedlure on the occalion, which is, to fubftitute, 44 a trufs of hay ” 
in its ftead ; fearching for a needle in a trufs of hay, is fure 
vtiuch more a labour in vain, than in a bottle or pottle of hay :* 
but if the authority of our lexicographers weighs any thing, 
we may ftdl feek the needle in the old bottle, to as little purpofc 
as in Mr. Raynor’s trufs f. 

The nature of the readings here made on the ftatutes is thus 
explained : 

4 The intended work will confrft of thofe ftatutes chiefly, 
that concern the adminiftration of juftice, either in criminal or 
in civil cafe9 ; for which purpofe we fball give the hiflory of 
the ftatute law, by confide* jog the occafion of the rife r and the 
progress of the bills through both Houfes of Parliament. In 
order to profecote this part of our plan, we fliall confab and 
abftradt the debates, fpeecbcs, and protefts made, on the bills 
paffing through the ncceflary parliamentary forms, till they ob- 
tain the royal affent.- In our expofition, we (hall , make the 
reader acquainted whh the arguments of council, together with 
the opinions and determinations of the courts of juftice; 
whereby the raoft obfeure and difficult points, in the ftatute 


* As Bis publickly advertising for bankrupt bufinefs, as an agent 
orfolichor. 

•f* 44 Bottle of hay,” is a phrafe ftil! nfed in many parts of Eng- 
land. It means a large bundle ; or, as mpth hay, &c. as a man can 
carry, by the help of his pitchfork. 
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law, will be (we hope) fully and fatisfadorily explained. The 
debates, fpeeches, and protefts, we (hall (bled principally from 
orders, re folutions, votes, journals, and records ; and the ar- 
guments, opinions, and decidons, from ads of 'parliament, ex- 
plaining, amending, or altering ads of parliament ; cafes on 
appeals, in the Houfe of Lords ; rules, trials, and reports in 
the fuperior courts of Wtftminfter Hall ; and many other par- 
liamentary proceedings, judicial commentaries, and treatifes, 
MSS. as well as printed, relative to the law and conffitution.’ 

The hiftory of ads of parliament, fo far as circumftances 
can be colleded, will undoubtedly be of fome afliftance in dif- 
covering the real fpirit of them, which, Mr. Rayner obferves, 
is not always truly exprefled in their preambles. But it is 
obvious that the defed will be moftly found in our ancient 
ftatutes, while hiftorical circumftances can only be given of 
recent ads: hence tbe propofed afliftance does not apply to 
the difficulty. It may alfo be obferved, that however clear 
Mr. R. may be in his own mind, he does not always preferve 
that clearnefs in his exprefiions neceflary to throw light on 
the laws upon which be is commenting. Thixs in his reading 
on 2 Geo. II. c. 25. on the fubjedof perjury, he fays, among 
other things, 

Shakefpeare’s play of Richard the Second, opens with a 
proper caution to all judges and jurors, in criminal cafes, to 
attend moil carefully to the principle or motive, by which the 
accufer appears to be aduated, that tbe credit of bis teftimony may 
be rated accordingly This is the obfervation of a very modern 
ingenious female dramatic critic. 

* The mercy of juries will oftentimes make them ftrain a 
point, and bring in larceny to be under the value of twelve- 
pence, when it is in reality of much greater value; this lenity 
Mr. Juftice Blackftone emphatically terms pious perjury. 

4 It is admitted, that juries of life and death, may, under 
the above fandion, find a prifoner, for ftealing large quantities 
of gold and diver plate, watches, jewels, &c. guilty of ftealing 
to the value of thirty-nine (hillings only, in order to prevent 
his being hanged, and this too under the diredion of the court. 

4 It is alfo in common experience, for fuch juries, in cafe 
any circumftances appear on the trial of the culprit, fo far in 
his favour, as to induce them to endeavour to fave hi$ life, 
(though they adually bring him in guilty of Death) to ' recom- 
mend fuch prifoner, as a proper objed for the exercife of royal 
mercy \ this recommendation we take leave to condder pious 
perjury too, but whicb, contrary to that, we have been dif- 
courdng of, may tend to the unjuft execution of a criminal, 
whom his jury are of opinion ought not to differ death ; they 
conceiving the law, whereon he (lands indided, to be an hard 
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law, as may be inferred from this recommendation of the cri- 
minal to the throne of mercy ; wherefore we wifi) that juried 
would, in future, adopt pious perjury for the purpofe of acquit- 
taly and not merely for that ^)f recommendation . 

* In anfwer to the obje&ion, that the jury are bound by their 
oath of office, to pafs between the king and the prifoner, ac- 
cording to the evidence ; it is to be obferved, that in the above 
cafes of larceny , the jury do not give their verdid according to 
the evidence , or according to their own real opinion or belief ; the 
fudges , and not the Law , countenance the above pious perjury ; 
for they oftentimes determine and dired, contrary to the ex- 
prefs letter of the law (though they are upon oath to adhere 
thereto) in mpft cafes, wherein they confider the law in ques- 
tion, an hard law. Therefore, as in other cafes, the jury may 
be as well inclined to favour the prifoner, as in the above of 
larceny; but that they cannot do it in that way, by reafon of 
the nature of the different cafes, jthey ought, we apprehend, to 
acquit and not merely recommend ; for fhould fuch a recommen- 
dation ever happen to be rejeded, as it may ; let the jury con- 
fider what would be their fituation, as they would then have 
caufed murder to be committed, by means of perjury 

It may be remarked, that our Judges are not treated with the 
greatcft reverence, in being prelented with a c proper caution* 
from an old play, through the medium of a 4 female dramatic 
critic.’ The cenfuHe ql pious perjury , produced from Judge 
Blackftone, is much more clear in his Commentaries, where 
the blame fa]Js on the feverity of our criminal laws, than in 
the hands of Mr. R. who aims his cenfure at the judges and jury. 
A criminal may be under fuch circumftances as to oblige a jury 
to convid him according to the letter of the law, that they may 
avoid perjury, and to intitle him to their recommendation for 
mercy, according to their ideas of equity, that they piay dis- 
charge their conferences : a cafe which materially differs from 
one where the jury have a diferetionary latitude of determining 
the degree of guilt according to the ancient Saxon pecuniary 
meafure, which apportions the degree of punifhment to it in 
the firft infiance. It remains with the Reader on the Statute, to 
ihew how the humane ad of fimple recommendation for mercy, 
from the rigour of law, can be conftrued into perjury of any com- 
plexion. They are no more accountable for the event of their 
recommendation, than for the feverity of the law which they 
wifi) to mitigate. If we rightly apprehend the meaning of the 
laft paragraph, our Author advifes juries to adual perjury, to 
avoid his conftrudive perjury. 

From the reading on 2 Geo. II. c. 28. fo far as relates to 
the licenfing inns and alehoufes, it appears probable that a per- 
fbo may rc*d more than he can digeft ; or the following ftrange 
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note would not have had four authorities referred to, for the 
fupport of crude puerile remarks. When Mr. R. juftly ob- 
ferves that the a£b relating to tipling in alehoufcs cannot now 
be carried into execution ; he adds below, 

4 For the juftnefs of our obfervation, that the manners of the 
people have an influence on the legislature of this country, and 
that even religion itfelf is difcountenanced, for the purpofe of 
railing a revenue ; we need only refer the Reader to the ilatute 
book of the prefent reign ; where he will find that the legiflature,.. 
inftead of fuppreffiog or checking the general difpofition to 
prophane the Lord’s Day $ conftder it not only as a venial 
folly and weaknefs, but even as a laudable and happy turn of 
mind, and therefore wifh it to prevail univerfally, and upon a 
moral certainty that it will tolerate and encourage it, and have 
io far availed themfelvcs of it, as to double the tolls at the turn- 
pikes , near the metropolis, on Sundays only. See 5 Geo. HI. 
chap. 13. Whereas by the law of the land, it is penal not to 
go to church, on 1 Sunday 5 nor is the hundred liable to an- 
fwer damages, to the party robbed, in cafe he be robbed on a 
Sunday, unless it be in going to, or coining from church. 
Stra. Rep. 406. Com . Rep. 345. 

4 Again ; the portico belonging to the chapel , in Great 
' Queen-ftreet, Lincoln's Inn Fields, was confiderably leflcned 
by virtue of a daufe in one of the paving ads ; and that be- 
longing to the Pantheon in Oxford Road, was built by virtue 
of an exprefs clauie in another of chofe ads. See 10 Geo. III. 
chap. 23. fed. 32. O temper* ! O mores /' 

Officious advice, however honed and wholcfome,- is feldom 
grateful; and yet we cannot avoid hinting our opinion that 
Mr. R. might convert his extenftve knowledge of the law to 
better purpofes, both for himfetf and others, by pradkihg it as 
a profeffion (for which we fuppofe he is well qualified) thait 
by leduring on it as a fcience. 


Art. IX. The Life of Petrarch. 2 Vols. 8vo. 12 s. fewed. 
Buckland, 17 75. 

I N the Appendix to the thirty-ninth volume of our Review, 
we gave an account of the very curious and entertaining 
work, of which we have now before us an abridged tranflation. 
We acquainted, our Readers, that the Memoirs for the Life of 
Petrarch (in 3 vols. 410.) exhibit, befide what relates to his Life, 
a pi&ure of the literary, ecclefiaftical, and political date of the 
times in which he lived ; that they contain a (hort but didtacl 
view of the charade!* of the principal perfons with whom 
Petrarch was conceded, and of the mod remarkable events io 
the hifio/y to Italy during the period wherein he lived ; that 
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they are replete with literary and political anecdotes, many of 
which are not generally known ; that the Author gives a more 
diftin& and fatisfc&ory account of the revival and progrefs of 
literature iu Italy than is to be met with any where elfe, to~ 
gcther with many curious particulars relating to it $ that an air 
of impartiality and love of truth appears through the whole of 
his work ; that he feems perfectly well acquainted with the 
hiftory of Italy in the fourteenth century ; that there is an cafe 
and dignity in his ftyle well fuited to his fubjeft $ and that k 
is impoffible to read him attentively, without having an high 
opinion of his tafte, his judgment, his exa£tnefs, and his 
modcfty. 

Such is the chara&er we gave of the Memoirs for the Life jof 
Petrarch , and we are happy to be confirmed in our opinion of 
that work, by the approbation it has met with from feme of 
the be ft judges in the republic of letters. 

As no life of Petrarch, nor any tranflation of hfe writings 
has ever appeared in Englifh, the Public is certainly much 
obliged to the ingenious Mrs . Dobfon for her abridged tranfla- 
tion of fo voluminous and expcnfive a work ; the Englifli reader, 
in particular, for whofe amufcrnent the tranflation is princi- 
pally intended, will, we doubt nor, think btmfelf under pe?- 
culiar obligations to her, for introducing him to an intimate 
acquaintance with one of the grcatcft geniufes that modem 
Italy can boaft, and whofe memory muft be ever dear to every 
friend to literature. 

As to the tranflation, we have compared feveral parts of it 
with the original, and have not found it either deficient in point 
of accuracy or elegance. Airs. Dobfon's eafy, natural, and un- 
affected manner, gives it, indeed, much of the air of an ori*> 
ginal work ; her abridgment of the French Memoirs, too, is 
very judicious, and her obfervations in the preface, and at the 
conclufion of her work, cannot fail of giving her readers a very 
favourable idea of hercbara&er and difpofition. Part of what 
fhe fays in her preface is as follows : 

• To render the character of Petrarch the more interefting, I have 
omitted feme tedious and minute difeuflions, which appeared to 
me as barren of inftruftion, as deftitate of amufement ; and all tbofe 
private observations of my author (except that on the Decameron) 
which feem to be fuggelled to every thinking reader by the falls 
themfelves. And with llill more reafen I have avoided every refleo 
tion that arofe in my own mind on the reading and tranflating thefe 
memoirs, except a few remarks with refpelt to the characters of Pe- 
trarch and Laura, particularly at the dofe of their lives, which [ 
thought myfelf obliged to make. 

* And I have the rather guarded again ft all fuch prolix and in- 
trofive digreffions, that I might have room to dwell minutely upon 
every part of Petrarch’s prirate character, and his admirable letters, 

thus 
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thas to exhibit him encircled with his friends, and' in the familiar 
circumflances of life. It is in thefe fituations the heart difclofes it- 
elf without difguife or referve ; all its intricacies are laid open, and 
we are enabled to form a true judgment of its character : an object, 
which next to the great Author of Nature, is certainly the mod im- 
portant to contemplate, as a warning, or as a pattern to the human 
mind. 

‘ And perhaps few characters have fet in a dronger light the ad- 
vantage of well regulated difpofitions than that of Petrarch's, from 
the contrad we behold in one particular of his life, and the extreme 
mifery he fuffered from the indulgence of an addition, which though 
noble and delightful when juftly placed, becomes a reproach and a 
torment to its pofTefTor, whenever directed to an improper objeCt. 
For, let us not deceive ourfelves or others ; though (from the cha- 
racter of Laura) they are acquitted of all guilt in thfeir perfonal in- 
tercourfe, yet as (he was a married woman, it is not pofiible on the 
principles of religion and morality to clear them from that jud cen- 
sure which is due to every defection of the mind, from thofe lawa 
Which are the foundation of order and peace in civil (ociety, and 
which are damped with the facred mark of divine authority. 

4 In this particular of his character, therefore, it is fincerely hoped 
that Petrarch will ferve as a warning to thole unhappy minds, who, 
partaking of the fame feelings under the like circumflances, but not 
yet fullering his mifery, may be led, by the contemplation of it, by 
a generous regard to the honour of human nature, and by a view to 
' the approbation of that all-feeing Judge who penetrates the mod fe- 
cret recedes of the heart, to check every unhappy inclination in its 
birth, and dedroy, while yet in their power, the feeds of thofe padions 
which may otherwife dedroy them. 

4 As to the cavils or cenfures of thofe who, incapable of tender- 
nefs themfelves, can neither enjoy the view of it when prefented in 
its mod perfect form, nor pity its fufferings, when, as in this work, 
they appear unhappily indulged beyond the bounds of judgment and 
tranquillity ; to fuch minds I make no addrefs ; well convinced, that 
as no callous heart can enjoy, neither will it ever be in danger of 
being mided by the example of Petrarch, in this tender but unfor- 
tunate circumdance of his character. 

4 To fufceptible and feeling minds alone Petrarch will be ever 
dear. Such, while they regret his feelings and condder them as 
warnings to themfelves will Jdve his virtues ; and, touched by the 
glowing piety and heart- felt contrition which often imprefled his 
foul, will ardently defire to partake with him in thofe pathetic and 
fubiime reflections, which are produced in grateful and affectionate 
hearts, on reviewing their own lives and contemplating the works 
of. God. 

‘ it is too worthy of our notice here to be omitted, that a man 
who was the fird genius of the age in which he lived, and whofe fo- 
ciety was fought and delighted in by perfons of the higheft rank and 
learning, thought it no derogation to his talents or politenefs, to 
introduce facred and moral obfervatioas both in his letters and con- 
vention. 

• There 
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4 There is fllll another view in which thefe Memoirs will I trull be 
tofeful and interelling to the world ; I mean in the pidture they fo 
aiFe&ingly exhibit to mortals of the variation of the human mind, 
and the vicifiitudes of health and fortune to which, in the prefent 
Hate, Beings like ourfelves are liable in every rank and.profeffion of 
life ; an objed fo juftly humbling to the pride, and touching to the 
heart of man when he beholds, not in tame fretept but in lively image , 
the nothingnefs of all things here ; and is led thereby not to relt his 
view, on this little point of time, but to extend it far beyond, and 
(if I may be allowed fo to exprefs myfeJf) to join the line of life % to 
the line of immortality 

‘ The French Memoirs have been fpoken of with the efteem they 
deferve, and only charged with being rather tedious ; but in truth 
this was not fo cafy for a writer to avoid, who had many fads to 
fettle, as for thofe who (hould undertake to colled from thele fads. 

‘ In my endeavour to be lefs minute, I wifti I may not have failed 
in the fpirit of the work, which ( undertook chiefly with a view to 
the amufement of the Englifh reader : and confidered in this light it 
will I doubt not meet with all the candour it will require. 1 re- 
ceived fo much pleafure from the perufal of it, independant of the 
beautiful fonnets, that I was defirous of communicating the fame 
fatisfadion to thofe, who might choofe to partake of it under this 
difadvantage. 

^ As I did n6t think myfclf by any means capable of transfufing 
the fpirit and elegance of the fonnets into any Englifh tranflation, 

I have only inferted a few lines from (ome of them, as they were 
neceflarily conneded with the fubjed, fuch as appeared from their 
Sentiments bed able to bear a profe metamorphofis, might ferve to 
enliven the circ urn (lances to which they refer, or iliuftrate the cha- 
rader of Petrarch, where they particularly mark the delicacy and 
juflnefs of his fentitnenrs. If any readers of the Latin and Italian 
works of Petrarch, fhould condefcend to look into this tranflation, 
they will not I hope be difpleafed with this preemption, or with 
the great iraperfedions they will difeover through the whole of the 
work.' 

We now proceed to lay before our Readers a few extrads 
from this work, as a fpecimen of the entertainment they will 
find in it; without pretending to give a regular abftraft, which 
would only be an abridgment of an abridgment. 

One of the moft intereiling parts of Petrarch’s life is his paf- 
fion for Laura ; a paifion which deftroyed the peace and tran- 
quillity of his mind, and tormented him upwards of twenty 
years, notwithftanding the rigour wherewith he was treated by 
the objeft of it, who was a married woman. This part of hi* 
hi ftory will fugged many ufeful moral refle&ions to every clafs 
of readers, and to the philofophical reader, who ftudies the 
human heart, will afford no fmall degree of inftru&ion : 

4 Petrarch (fays his Biographer) had received from natore a very 
dangerous prefent ; his figure was fo difiinguifhed,. as to attract uni- 
versal admiration. He appears in his portraits, with large and 
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manly features, eyes full of fire, a blooming complexion, and a 
countenance that befpoke all the genius and fancy which (hone forth 
in his works. In the flower of his youth, the beauties of his perfon 
were fo very flriking, that wherever he appeared he was the object 
of attention. He poflefled an underftandidg a&ive and penetrating, 
a brilliant wit and a fine imagination. His heart was candid, and 
benevolent, fufceptible of the mod lively affections, and infpired 
with the noblefl fentiments of liberality* 

• But his failings muft not be concealed* His temper was on (ome 
occafions violent, and his pafiion* he&dftrong and unruly. A warmth 
of conflitution hurried him into irregularities, which were followed 
with repentance and remorfe. “ I can ayer, fays he, that from the 
bottom of my foul 1 deleft fuch Tcenes.** And in another place, “ I 
fometimes aCted with freedom, becaufe love had not yet become an 
inhabitant of my breaft.” No effential reproach however could be 
caft on his manners till after the twenty-third year of his age. The 
fear of God, the thoughts of death, the love of virtue, and thole 
principles of religion Which were inculcated by his mother, preferved 
him from the furrounding temptations of His earlier life.— 

4 On Sunday in the Holy Week, at fix in the mornjng, the time 
of matins, Petrarch going to the church of the monaftery of St. Claire, 
faw a young lady, whole charms inftantly fixed his attention. She 
was drefl’ed in green, and her gown was embroidered with violets* 
Her face, her air, her gait, were fom^tbing more than mortal. Her 
perfon was delicate, her eyes tender and fparkling, and her eye- 
brow a black as ebony. Golden locks wavtd over her (houldera 
whiter than fnow ; and the ringlets were interwoven by the fingers 
of Love. Her heck w& Well formed, and her complexion animated 
by the tints of nature, Which art vainly attempts to imitate* When 
(he opened her mouth, you perceived the beauty of pearls and the 
fweetnefa of roles. She was fhll of graces. Nothing was fo foft as 
her looks, fo modeft at her carriage. To touching as the found of her 
voice* An air of gaiety and tendernefs breathed around her, but fo 
pure and happily tempered, as to infpire every beholder with the 
fentiments of virtue : for (he was chafte as the fpangled dew drop of 
the morn. — Such, (ays Petrarch, was the amiable Laura, and he 
adds : 

“ Till this moment, I was a ftranger to Love ; but its brighteft 
florae was now lighted up in my foul.— Honour, virtue, and the 
graces ; a thoufand attractions, a thoufand amiable conversations — 
thefe, O Love ! are tby tender ties ! Thefe are the nets in which 
thou haft caught me.— How was it poffthfo for me to avoid this la- 
byrinth, a labyrinth from which I (hall never efcape.” 

* In another fonnet ; “ Hitherto I feared not love. My affeon 
tions, cold as ice, formed around my heart a chryftal rampart. 
Tears were ftrangers to my eyes : my deep was undifturbed : and I 
law with aftonilhment in others, what I had never experienced in 
myfelf. Such have I been ! Alas ! what am I now r” 

44 Nature formed you, fays Petrarch, the moft (hiking model of 
her own power. When I fir ft beheld you, what emotions ! Nothing 
can *ftacc the impreffion you thea made* When I begin to ling of 

Laura, 


Digitized by v^ooQie . 



*}%i Life of Petrarch. £ 

iaura, my spirits are chilled : when I open my Kps, my voice faulter* 
and flops. What powers of harmony Can equal fuch a fifbje& V* 

‘ Various have been the opinions concerning Laura* From 4. 
comparative view of them With the few particulars to bo found of 
her private life, collected from the archives of the houfe of Stale* 
apd from the writings of Petrarch, it appears fhe was the daughter ■ 
of Andibert de Noves, a Chevalier, and that her mother’s name w&i 
ErmefTcndsL The houfe of Noves held the firft rank at Noves, ft 
town of Provence, two leagues from Avignon, and Laura had a 
houfe in that city where (he patted a part of the year. Her father 
left her a handfome dowry on her marriage, which was made by her 
mother when fhe war very young, with Hugues de Sade ; whole fa- 
mily was originally of Avignon, and who held the firft offices 
there.* #l 

In order to cure himfelf of his paflion, and indulge his tafte 
for letters, Petrarch refolved to fix his reiidence at Vauclufe* 
where he bought a little cottage with a fmall field adjoining, td 
which he retired with no other companions than his books. 

* Vauclufe is one of thofe places, in which nature delights to ap- 
pear under a form the molt Angular and romantic. Towards the 
coafl of the Mediterranean, and on a plain beautiful as the vale of 
Tempe, you difeover a little valley, enclofed by a barrier of rocks 
in the form of a horfefhoe. The rocks are high, bold, and gro- 
tefque : and the valley is divided by a river, along the banks of \ 
which are extended meadows and paflures of a perpetual verdare; 

A path, which is on the left fide, of the river, leads in gentle wind- 
ings to the head of this vaft amphitheatre* There, at the foot of an 
enormous rock, and directly in front, you behold a prodigious ca- 
vern hollowed by the hand of Nature : and in this cavern arifes a 
fpring, as celebrated almoft as that of Helicon < 

‘ When the waters of the fountain are low, you may enter th* 
cavern : the gloom of which is tremendous. It is a doable cavern. 
The opening into the exterior, is an arch fixty feet high; that of 
the interior, thirty. Near the middle of the cavern, you fee an oval 
.bafon, the longeft diameter of which is one hundred and eight feet; 
and into this bafon, without jet or bubble, rifes that copious rffeafri, 
which forms the river Sorgia. There is a common report that this 
fountain has never been fathomed. May not this proceed from the 
water's ittiiing with great impetuofity at the bottom, and thus forcing 
back the lead and line ? However this may be, you fee nothing but 
an expapfe of water, fmooth and tranquil.— 

4 In the ordinary date of the fountain* the wattr falls away through 
fome cavities under the rocks, and afterwards returns to the' day; 
and commences its courfe as a river. But during the (Well* about 
the fpring equinox, and fometimes alfo after heavy rains, there is arf 
aftonifhing accumulation. The waters roll on with a lofty head to 
the opening of the cavern, and are precipitated and dafhed along the 
jocks with the noife of thunder. The tumult however foon ce&fisy 
the waters are peaceably received into a deep and commodious chan- 
sel' and form a moft delightful river, navigable to its very fource. 
'Hus river is . in its progress divided into various branches, water* 
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many parts of Provence, receives feveral other dreams, retinites it! 
branches, and falls into the Rhone near Avignon/ 

~ Such was the place of Petrarch’s retreat : but alas ! the tor- 
ments of love dill purfued him; rocks and woods, the wildeft 
and moil folitary fituations, availed nothing, and all his efforts 
to get rid of his paflion were vain and fruitlefs. — Of the man- 
ner in which he lived in this retreat, he gives an account in 
one of his letters : 

44 Here I make war upon my fenfes, and treat them as my ene- 
mies. My eyes, which have drawn me* into a ciioufand difficulties, 
fee no longer either gold or precious Hones, or ivory or purple ; 
they behold nothing, fave the firmament, the water, and the rocks. 
The only female who comes within their fight, is a fwarthy old wo- 
man, dry and patched as the Lybian defarts. My ears are no longer 
courted by thofe harmonics of infiruments or voice* which have of- 
ten tranfported my foul : they hear nothing but the lowing of cattle, 
the bleating of fheep, the warbling of birds, and the murmurs of 
the dream. ' 

44 I keep filence from morn to night. There is no one to con- 
verfe with; for people condantly employed, either in fpreading their 
nets, or taking care of their vines and orchards, have no knowledge 
of the intercourfes of the world, or the conventions of fodety. I 
often content royfelf with the brown bread of my old filherman, 
and even eat it with pleafure ; and when I am ferved with white, I 
almod. always return it. 

44 This old filherman, who is as hard as iron, earned ly remon* 
(bates againd my manner of life ; fays it is too hardy, and adores 
me I cannot long hold out. I am on the contrary convinced, that 
it is more eafy to accudom one's felf to a plain diet, than to the 
luxuries of a fead. Figs, raifins, nuts, and almonds, thefe are my 
delicacies. 1 am fond of the fifh with which this river abounds ; it 
is an entertainment to fee them caught, and I fometimes employ 
my felf in fpreading the nets. As to my drefs, here is an entire 
change, you would take me for a labourer or a Ihepherd. 

44 My manfion refc tables that of Cato, or Fabricius : my whole 
houfehold confids of a dog, and my old filherman. His cottage is 
contiguous to mine ; when I want him, I call ; when I no longer 
St and in need of him, he returns to his cottage. I have made my- 
felf two gardens, which pleafe me marvelioufly ; I do not think 
they are to be equalled in all the world. And mud I confefs to you 
a more than female weaknefs, with which I am hannted ? I am po- 
sitively angry, that there is any thing fo beautiful out of Italy. They 
arc my Tranfaipine ParaafTus. 

44 One of thefe gardens is lhady, formed for contemplation, and 
facrcd to Apollo. It hangs over the fource of the river, and is ter- 
minated by rocks, or places accefiible only to birds. The other is 
nearer my cottage, of an afpe& lefs fevere, and devoted to Bacchus ; 
and what is extremely fingular, it is in the middle of a rapid river. 
The approach to it is over a ridge of rocks which communicates 
with the garden ; and there is a natural grotto under the rock, which 
gives it the appearance of a rudic bridge. Into this grotto, the 
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rtys of the fun never penetrate. I am confident it much refembles 
the place, where Cicero foznetimes went to declaim* It invites ter 
findy. 

44 Hither I retreat during the noontide hours: my mornings 
are engaged upon the hills ; and my evenings, either in the mea- 
dows or m the garden facred to Apollo. It is (mail, but moll hap- 
pily fuited to roufe the mod fluggilh fpirit, and elevate it to. the- 
ikies* Here would I moil willingly pafs my days, was I not too 
near Avignon, and too far from Italy. For why Ihould I conceal 
this weaknefs of my foul! I love Italy, and 1 hate Avignon. The 
peftilential influences of this horrid pl4.ee, empo lions the pure air of 
Vauclafe, and will compel me to quit my retirement.” 

The character Petrarch gives of his filherman is as follows : 

44 He is an aquatic animal, brought up among fountains, and , 
rivers, and feeking his livelihood in the rocks ; but a very good man, 
merry, docile, and obedient. To fay Amply, that he was faithful,' 
would be too little, for he was fidelity itfelf. He underllood agri- 
culture, and every thing relative to a country life. It was a makim 
with him, that whatever was Town the eighth of the ides of February, 
in the foil of Vauclufe, could not fail of being fruitful.” 

This honeft filherman had a wife, of whom Petrarch has 
given the following defeription in a letter to one of his friends : 

44 Her face is fo withered, fo fcorched by the fun, that was you 
to fe$ her, you would think you beheld the defarts of Lybia or 
Ethiopia. If Helen, Lucreria, or Virginia, had poflefled faces like 
heps, Troy would have cxiiled ftill : Tarquin would not have been 
driven from his* kingdom, nor Appius have died in prifon. But ' 
though the face of my farmer’s wife is black, nothing can be whiter 
than her foul. She does not feel the want of beauty ; and to look 
on her one would even fay, it became her to be ugly. No creature 
was ever foTaithful, humble, and laborious. 

44 At the feafon when the grafhoppers can fcarcely fupport the 
heat of the fun, fhe pafles her life in the fields 5 her hardy (kin de-’ 
fies even the fury of the dog-days. At night; when (he returns, fhe 
works in her houfe like a young p&fon jail rifen from fleep. Never 
any complaints, never the lead murmur, nothing that fhows the 
fmallefl variation of temper efcapes her. She lies on a bed of leaves $ 
all her food is a black gritty bread ; her drinle a (harp wine, which 
tafles like vinegar, and with which fhe mixes a great deal of water. 

If any one prefents her with more delicate fbodlhe rejedts it, be- 
tank it is not what fhe has been accultomed to.” 

The foregoing extracts may ferve as fpecimens of the enter- 
tainment to be met with in the Life of Petrarch , and there are, 
perhaps, few of our Readers fo void of curiofity as not to have 
recourfe to the work itfelf, which, we may venture to afTure 
then?, will contribute not a little both to their amufement and. 
inftruAion. 

We {hall conclude this Article with the very pertinent and 
tifeful reflexions which Mrs. Dobfon makes at the clofe of her 
work; 

<^ 3 c Wc 


Digitized by LiOOQle 


$3? Tfo Lift of Pdroreb,' 

* We hav« now, Taya (he, fini&ed the account of Petrarch : and 
when a life (if I may fo fpcak) paints itfelf, it would be a reproach 
to the refleflion of the Writer, and a very ill compliment to the pe- 
■etration of the Reader, to attempt to draw it over again by a fuin- 
snary of infipid aflertiotis. I (hall therefore only remark one parti- 
cular which, with all feeling hearts, will apologife for that unfixed 
and variable temper fo juflly aferibed to Petrarch, and this was his 
tender and ardent pafiion for Laura, which entirely unfettled him for 
twenty years, and. produced a redlcflnefs in his mind (not formed 
perhaps by Nature in the calmed mould) through every fncceeding « 
period of life. Had his profeflion and happy lot permitted him to 
have filled up the facrcd and delightful relations of a hufband and 
father : could he have brought up with tender and virtuous cate the 
Jllfdges of an honourable affe&ion (as from the principles of hu- 
spanity and juflice he did the innocent offspring of a djlhonourable 
one) and thus given a public example of parental virtue : could be 
have rewarded with his edeem, and foothed with his attention the 
cares of a tender mother and a faithful wife : how much would it 
have promoted his happinefs, and heightened his worth ! As it was^ 
he frequently led the life of a wanderer, to whom the fweets of a 
kind and chearful home are unknown and unhoped for, to alleviate 
the toils of life, and the didrefles pf humanity ; and with the fined 
tide for knowledge, the mod perfect fympathy with Nature, and thq 
mod lively and pidturefque imagination, he often felt all the lan- 
guor of difeontent. His heart was formed for tenderneis ; bat alas! 

it fixed were its affections could not be facredly confirmed. Thi$ 
uncertain fpring of joy at lad entirely failed ; and his friends one; 
after another followed the fame beaten track. 

* From youth to manhood he was a prey to the keened fenfibilhy ; 
from manhood to old age he was druggling to recover a calm and 
virtuous date of foul ; but, often pierced with regret for the hours 
he had lod in the earty part of his life, and with forrow for the 
death °f thofe he tenderly loved, he was continually interrupted in 
this great and noble purfuit. What a driking leflon for youth ! 
*\yhat an awful leflon for all human beings ! to engage them to fcize 
with ardour thofe fair and unruffled moments that may fix the mod 
pure and facred principles in their hearts, and lay the foundation of 
tnat folid peace through life, which once lod we have feen is never 
pcrfe&ly regained, not even under the influence and dirc&ion of the 
prighted underdanding and the mod fervent piety. 

4 Thofe Readers who have been intereded in the fortune of Pe^ 
trarch, will pity his fate* admire his fublime and exalted genius^ 
and revere his humble piety, which their candour, penetration, ap4. 
fen Ability will draw out to life from this faint and imperfect repre- 
sentation. 

We mu(l not forget to mention, for the information of fuch 
of our Readers as are hot acquainted with the period of time in 
which Petrarch lived, that it comprehends the greateft part of 
the fourteenth century. He died in 1373, at Padua, or at his 
^ountry-houfe near that city, aged about feventy. 
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We hope the Second Edition of this “ mod entertaining 
of all books,” as Mr. Mafon ftyles the original *, will have. the 
advantage of a good Index : fuch helps being peculiarly wanted* 
for occafional reference, to books whidi, like the prefent Me* 
moire, abound with fuch a great variety of matter* 

# Life of Gray, p. 157; 4to. 


Art. X. Whitaker's Hiftory of Manchtfitr , Vol. li. concluded. 

X T has been generally fuppofed that our language was prima- 
rily and almod principally founded on the Saxon. Mr. 
Whitaker has proved, notwithftanding, that the great fabric 
has been conftrufied with different materials, and that an am- 
ple fhare of the Britijh has contributed to the ground-work. 
Of this, the fpecimen he has given of his Englifh-Britifh Dic- 
tionary is an indifputable proof, whild the mod, obvious ety- 
mons, furviving a period of twelve or thirteen hundred years, 
from the incorporation of the Britons with the Saxons, render 
the evidence decifive* From his colle&ion of Britifh terms, 
too, the Welfh, the Armorican, the Corniih, and the Irifh. 
appear to have been only fo many different diale&s of one and 
the fame original language. His verbal refearches have been 
truly philofophical, he has by no means contented himfelf with 
comparative appearances, or analogical refemblances : he has 
inveftigated the root of our words, caught the feminal form 
that has fecretly germinated in them, and followed it up equally 
along the item and the branches. This is the great end and 
objedi of etymological refearches. And by thefe laborious in- 
quiries and collateral proofs* our learned Hiftorian has fuper- 
feded the authority of Mr. Hume, who has faid that “ the 
language was purely Saxon,” and has exploded the notion of 
Mr. Wanley and Dr. Hickes u that the Saxons borrowed not 
their letters from the Britonsj but communicated their own to 
them and to the Irifh.” 

By thofe who have not confidered the comparative value of 
money in ancient times, it is commonly matter of exclamation 
and envy, when the apparently low price of commodities in 
fthofe times is recorded. A fat ox for four (hillings ! — Glo- 
rious days thofe, for roaft beef! fays the ’fquire— But, an’t 
pleafe your worfhip, this fame ox might be dear enough. 
Why ? Becaufe the value of a (hilling in thofe days was, upon 
the lowed edimate, equal to three pound now ; Mr. Hume 
tells you <c to five pound,” fo that your ox, you fee, cod 
twelve pound at lead, perhaps twenty. 

The following table of rates will (hew that every thing was 
j>roport}onably dearer in former times than in our own ; 

0.4 * In 
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In the clofe of the feventh and beginning of the eighth century. 

Equal in 
compara- 
tive value 

£. /. d. to £. s. d. 

The firft year's Board for a Foundling — 026 — 7100 

The fecond year's — — — 050 — 15 00 

The third year’s — — — 0122— 37100 

An ewe with her lamb till the 14th day 7 ^ ^ _ 

after Bailer - - - -J° ° 5 ~ * 5 ° 

A fheep’s fleece — — — 002 — 0106 

About the middle of the tenth century. 

A ram — — — — 004 — 100 

A middling horfe — — — 0100 — 30 00 

An ox — -r- — — — 026 — 7100 

A cow — — — — — 018 — 500 

A fow — — — — — 0010 — 2 10 o 

A Iheep — — — — 005 — 150 

The fubje& of the ninth chapter of this work is the con- 
verfion of the Saxons to Chriftianity, the firft formation of our 
parifhes, and the firft eftablifhment of all our ecclefiaftjcai 
ceconomy. It feems to be the obje£ of Mr. Whitaker to con- 
tend, manibus pfdibufque , to give every degree of merit to the 
Roman- Brit ifh antiquity. Thus he wall not only have it give 
letters to the Saxons, but Chriftianity too ; and he labours to 
prove, contrary to all received opinions, that even parochial 
divifions were eftablifhcd before their converfion. Of the 
origin of thofe divifions he gives the following elaborate ac~ 
count : 

* The divifion of the kingdom into thofe ecclcfiaftical diftrids, 
which are denominated pariflies, has been referred by different cri- 
tics to different periods of our hiftory. By fome it has been aferibed 
to Honorius, the fifth archbifhop of Canterbury, and the year 635 
or 656. By others it has been more fenfibly attributed to his fuc- 
ceffor Theodore, who was confecrated to the fee in 668, and made 
the fir ft of our mctropolitical vifitations the year following. And it 
is carried nfiuch lower again by others, being fuppofed to haVe been 
the gradual and growing work of feveral centuries after the Saxon 
converfion. From this diverficy of opinion, the point fhould feezn 
to be one of thofe many particulars in the original annals of every 
nation, which will always remain undecided by the critic, becaufc 
he is not furnifhed with fufticient information concerning them. 
But this is not the cafe with the prefent. And it has been really 
confidered without a fufficient examination of the evidences, and 
really determined without a proper attention to the proofs. 

* If we look with any accuracy into the polity of our church, in 
the earlieft flages of its eflablifhment ; we fhall find notices occa- 
(tonally communicated, and falls incidentally recorded, that (hew 
thC' diocefes of it even then to have been actually divided into 
parifhes, 

‘ Before 
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• Before the middle of the feventh' century, and within twenty* 
five years after the converfion of Northumbria, we fee churches 
eredted in very quarter of the country, the clergy regularly adminis- 
tering in them, and the people every Sunday repairing to the one 
and attending on the other. Even at this early period, the Northum^ 
brians areexprefsly declared by their countryman and biflorian, Bedew 
to frequent the churches in crouds, and liften to the voice of inflruc- 
tion, con dandy and regularly every Sunday. And our anceilors of 
that time, therefore, were as much under the regimen of appro* 
priated and refident pallors, as we ourfelves are at prefent. 

* A little later than this, but Rill nearer to the moments of con* 
verb on, the fame appearances are obfervable in the kingdom or 
church of Mercia. A trifling fad fliews it. And a Angle incident 
often lets in light upon the whole hiRory of a nation. The King 
of Mercia dcflroying Rochefler in 676, the Bilhop of the latter ap- 
plied to the Prelate of the former; received from him the pofleflion of 
a church in Mercia, and a moderate quantity of land which yras an- 
nexed to it ; and there, engaged in the minifleries of a private cler- 
gyman, fpent the remainder of his days in peace. And before 676, 
therefore, the churches of Mercia had received an endowment of 
glebe, were po Reflect in fee-fimple, and had each its appointed mi* 
nifler regularly ofiiciating in them. 

4 The formation of parilhcs among the Saxons was coaeval with 
their profeflion of Chriflianity. In Northumbria and Mercia we 
find them formed and eftabliftied, within twenty or twenty-five years 
only from their refpediive converfions. And the Saxons in great 
xneafure received the inftitution, together with their religion, from 
the intermingled Britons of the provinces. The latter appear from 
the trifling remains that are faved of the Britilh churches, to have 
had their clergy in the fixth century, not colledlcd into a monadic 
body under the wing of the Biihop, and detached by him in jour- 
nies through different parts of the diocefe ; but more judicioufly for 
religion fettled feparately among the people, and more fatisfadlorily 
to themfelves poflefled of endowed churches. And in that melan- 
choly delineation which Gildas has given us of the clergy in his 
time, overcharged as in all probability it is by the colouring of zeal, 
he has mentioned fome convincing particulars of this nature. Bri- 
tain, he fays, had very many priefis and miniflers at that timd, men 
without wifdom and without lhame, poflefled of churches, but of- 
ficiating in them for gain* Thefe iniiructors of the people were the 
worft examples to them, baniQiing perhaps a religious mother or 
religious fillers from their houfes, and introducing other women in 
their Head, the ready miniflers of their private plcafures. Their 
ears were ever open to the idle jells and foolilh conversation of 
worldly men about them. And they were particularly expert in all 
the doublings and windings of wotldly bufinefs. They prefided over 
their particular Rocks ; but the people were daily eninared by the 
badnefs of their pradtices, and daily perilhed through the contagion 
of their vicioufnefs. They gained their admiflion to the holy order 
by the influence of bribes* And the appropriated endowments of 
the churches were at once their inducement and reward. If ever 
cxcrcifed hofpitality, they adted merely from a paffion for po- 
6 pulanty. 
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polarity. ^ Though fathers, they Were impfire ; and thfcif Tons were 
educated in the fame impurity. And they were equally unable to 
govern their own families, unqualified to miniftcr ih the houfe df 
God, and unworthy to prefide over their particular flocks. Thefe 
are circumftances which clearly imply, and notices that aftually de- 
clare, the interefls of religion to have been carefully confulted 
among the Britons, by a general diftribution of the clergy over tlik 
diocefc, by the aflignment of particular flocks to them, and the fet- 
tlemCnt of particular flipends upon them. 

* Such are the plain evidences of a parochial divifion of the king- 
dom in the earlieft ages. And it is furprizing to find them all Either 
carelefsly overlooked or ignorantly neglefted by the hiAoridiis, the 
antiquaries, and the lawyers that have fo frequently canvafled this 
fubjeft. They carry a decifive authority with them. They (hear 
the falfity of thofe opinions, which attribute the general divifion to 
Honorius, to Theodore, or fome centuries after both. And they 
argue the parifhes to have been all formed at once immediately on 
the Saxon converfion, and even eflablifhed previoufly for ages 
among the Britons of the provinces. 

* And, from this infight into the polity of the Britifh and Saxon 
churches, we may perceive the folly of applying fome paflages in 
feede, as they have been invariably applied by our hiftorians. They 
Cannot be contradictory to the accounts which Bede has already 
given us. They are eafily reconcilable to them. And they actually 
confirm them. In his epiftle to Egbert, this very ufeful writer af- 
fures us upon the report of others, that in 734 there were many 
places in the Northumbrian kingdom ; not towns, but villages, 
Villae, Viculi, or Agelli, and fuch villages only as were at a diftance 
tr om the parilh- churches, and fituated among the mountains and 
forefts ; in which, for many years together, not a clergyman ap- 
peared :o inflruCt them. And the ground-work of his charge was 
this. That the clergy of the times, who officiated in their churches 
every Sunday, often vifited (he remoter villages in their parifnes, to 
preach to the inhabitants, baptize their children, vifit their fick, 
and perform the other duties of the pafloral cart among them. In 
his general hiftory and life of Cudbert he himfelf informs us, that 
this* pious clergyman, making little joumies in the north in order 
to in dr oft the people, went chiefly to thofe villages, Villx or Viculi| 
that becaufe of their remote atid hilly fituation were not vifited by 
toe regular teachers. And, in other parts of hi* hiflory, he inti- 
mates concerning the kingdom in general and the north of it in 
particular, that about the middle of the ieventh century, when the 
parilh.priefl: accidentally vifited or any other clergyman cafually 
travelled through one of theft villages, Villae ot Viculi, he was re- 
ceived as the ftrvant of God, and requeued to preach to the people. 
All this thews the largenefs of the firfl parifhes in the north, mo{ 
Of them including a length of woods within them, and many ex- 
tending, as thofe of Prfeftwich and Rochdale in the neighbourhood 
of Manchefler do at this dav, a confiderable way into the adjoining 
mountains. But the complaint preferred by Bede is again fatimatea 
thirteen years afttrWard, in the third canon of Cuthbert at Clove- 
tooo, at a timt when the eighth, ninth, and tenth, the eleventh, 

a thirteenth. 
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thirteenth, fourteenth, and many others, prove panflies to have 
been certainly laid out and clergymen certainly fettled in them. 
And near a century before the time of both, and when the vifitor or 
the traveller was requeued to preach, the teachers were prefhyters 
regularly fixed in the country, and the people regularly repaired for 
indr aCtion to their churches on Sundays. 

• The religion of redemption was edablifhed triumphantly in Bri- 
tain, about the commencement of the fourth century ; and parochial 
diftrifib would naturally be formed before the condufion of it. They 
probably were, immediately after the edablilhment of Chriftianity. 
And they certainly were before the departure of the Romans ; as the 
fad and bufy period of wars, immediately fubfequent, would prevent 
any improvements in the civil or ecclefiaftical polity of the kingdom. 
The provinces of the biihops were denominated parochiae by the Bri- 
tons : and thefe little djftriCts within them very naturally aflumed 
fhe fipne appellation, being the con trailed diocefes of fubordinate 
clergymen/ 

Relative to eqclefiaflical antiquity, v?c meet with other par- 
ticulars, not unentertaining : 

1 Bells were nfed by the Romans to (ignify the times of bathing, 
#nd naturally applied by the Chrillians of Italy, therefore, to denote 
the hours of devotion and fammon the people to the church. They 
were fo applied before the condufion of the feventh century in the 
monadic focieties of Northumbria, and as early as the fixth even in 
thofe of Caledonia. And they were therefore ufed from the firft 
ereftion of parilh-churches among us. Thofe of France and England 
appear to have been furnifhed with feveral bells. The fecona ex- 
cerption of Egbert about the year 750, which is adopted in a French 
qapituiary of 801, commands every pried at the proper hours to 
found the bells of his church, and then to go through his facrcd of- 
fices to God. And the council of jEnham, in 101 1, requires all the 
inulfts for fins to be expended in the reparation of the church, 
cloathing and feeding the miniflers of God, and the purchafe of 
church- vedments, church books, and church-bells. Thefe were 
Sometimes compofed of iron in France ; and in England, as for- 
merly at Rome, were frequently made of brafs. And, as early as 
the middle of the tenth century, there were many cad of a large fize 
and a deep note. Two of them were given by Egelrick to his own 
. abbey of Croylaud in the reign of Edward, and another much 
larger by his immediate jpredeceflbr Turketul. And feveral of them 
Were prefented by archbimcp Dundan to the mouadery of Malraelbury, 
in the preceding reign of Edgar. The number of bells in every 
church gave occafion to that curious and Angular piece of architec- 
ture in all, the Campanile or bell-tower; an addition, which i* 
more fufceptible of the grander beauties of architecture than any 
other part of the edifice, and is generally therefore the principal or- 
nament of it. It was the Cendant appendage to every parUh-church 
of the Saxons, and is actually mentioned as fuch m the laws of 
Athelftan. And the cudom of ringing regular peals, now peculiar 
to the inhabitants of England, commenced in the time of the Saxons, 
and was common before the Conqueft, 

• The 
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* The fervices of every parifh church, among them, were cele* 
brated at feven periods of the day, which were called the canonical 
hours, and were three and fix in the morning, nine, twelve, and 
three, the evening, and the midnight. Thefe fervices were gene* 
rally chanted ; and, in a canon of 747, the preibyters are commanded 
not to chatter like reciting bards in their offices, and either mar the 
compofiticn or confound the diitin&ion of the words by a theatrical 
pronunciation, but to follow the plain and holy melody of the 
church. And fuch as could not chant were permitted to read the 
fervice. Some parts of it were alio fung, the cuftom being intro- 
duced into Northumbria by fames the deacon, an attendant on Pau- 
linus $ and every greater church and monailery, even previoufly 
among the Britons, having choral fervice celebrated regularly in it. 
Since Maglocunus has left his monadic abode, fays Gild as in his 
cpiftle, he hears no more the prai fes of God in the fweetly modu- 
lated accents of young choirifters, and lidens no longer to the breath 
of ecclefiallical melody. And the indrumental mufic of the Britilh 
churches is here didinguifhed fufficiently from the vocal. Both the 
Britiih and Saxon inftruments were probably called the Organ or 
Organs. The Romans had an indrument, which they equally de- 
nominated an organ; as Alexander Severus, fays his hidonan, Ly- 
ra, Tibia, Organo cecinit. Very early after the converfion of the 
Northumbrians, we find an indrument of that name familiarly ufed 
in the fervices of the north ; Alchfrid, the fon of king Ofwi, re- 
quefting Wilfrid to day with him about 660, to preach the word of 
Qod to him and the other Northumbrians, and be to them a fpi- 
ritual organ, voluntarily heightening the devotions of the church 
with its pious tones. And all England, fays the hidory of Ramfey, 
lamented the death of Edgar, the quires of the monaderies and their 
organs, c&m verteretur in lu&um chorus monachorum, organa in 
vocem flcntium. But that grand combination of indruments, which 
jo/t now denominate fo, was abfolutely unknown in Europe at thia 
period. Ic was the happy produdion of Eadern genius. And the 
firft that ever appeared in the wed of Europe, w^s fent by Condan- 
tine the Grecian emperor to Pepin of France in 756. The anids 
of the wed availed themfehes of the prefent. Organs were con- 
dr uded on the continent and in the idand, and eroded in fome of 
of our cathedrals before the middle of the tenth century. And arch- 
biihop Dundan in the reign of Edgar prefen ted the church of 
MaJmefbury with one, in which (according to the hidorian's deferip- 
tionj the pipes were formed in certain mufical proportions of brais, 
and the air was impelled through them by a pair of bellows. 

4 When the office of the Eucharid began, a taper was lighted at 
the altar, and continued burning to the end of the fervice. And 
pretty certainjy before, but undoubtedly after the Conqueft, in all the 
greater pariffi churches of the kingdom, one was left burning day 
and nigbc before the confecrated bread repofited over the altar. 
Thefe were all pf wax, and very early indofed in lamps* When the 
windows of the church were once lined with pannels of glafs* its 
taper would foon be prote&ed by a fereen of the fame metal. And . 
glafs- lamps were actually ufed in our churches very early in the 
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eighth ceatory. They were uftd in the north of the ifland. But 
they were utterly unknown in the foutb. In theft firft ages of the 
Saxon hiftory, learning and all the arts appear to have been more 
fuccefsfully cultivated in Northumbria, than in the ioutherly parts 
of the kingdom. Northumbria produced fuch eminent fcholars in 
the eighth century, that one of them, Bede, was fent for to Rome 
to aftilt the conclave in the difeuftion of fome articles of divinity ; 
another of them, Alcuin, became the tutor of Charlemagne in France, 
and inftru&ed him in rhetoric, logic, and particularly aftronomy ; 
and the court of France was advifed to fend over fome youths to 
York for education. And the introduction of liner architects in 
ft one into the iHand, the importation of large and valuable libraries 
into it, and the eftablifhment of a manufacture of window-glafs 
within it, were all of them them the happy efforts of refinement in 
the aCtive fpirit of Northumbria. All of them were carried dircCtly 
from the continent to Northumbria, and the knowledge of them was 
actually limited to' Northumbria for ages afterward. And this is 
plain from one little particular in the hiftory of Alfred, in which, 
both the king and his hiftorian, near two centuries after the intro- 
duction of glafs lamps into the north, appear abfolutely unacquainted 
With them. To guard his wax- light from the wind, unconfcious of 
the lamps that had been long ufed in Northumbria and particularly 
srientioned by Bede, the king invented an awkward lantern of horn 
and wood ; and the learned bifhop, his hiftorian, applauds the happy 
ingenuity of his fcholar and patron. By an artful expedient, ho 
lays, the king ordered a lantern to be very handfomely conftruCted 
of cow-horn and wood, the white horns being (haved into thin plates, 
and becoming as tranfparent as a glafs cup. And this wonderful 
production of the king’s mechanical powers, he adds, anfwered his 
defign compleatly ; the lantern being fitted with a valve of horn, 
and the taper protected entirely from the wind.’ 

The word nave , which, when applied to a church, fignifies 
the central aile, or body, Mr. Whitaker would derive from 
navis a fhip ; in confequence of fome fuppofed refemblance be- 
tween a veflel and a church $ and in a note he fays, 4 Dr. Burn, 
in his Ecdefiaftifal Law, has ftrangely referred the nave of our 
church to a Saxon original, and to the word Napa, the bofs or 
center of a wheel. Our ecclefiaftical terms and appellations 
are univerfally Latin. And the etymology is obvioufly unjuft 
in itfelf. For, what fimiiitude can fubfift between the body of 
a church and the center of a wheel ?’ Now, begging Mr. Whit- 
taker’s pardon, this laft interrogation is very idle indeed. For, 
what fimiiitude was neceflary ? The bofs of a wheel, and the 
middle aile oCa church were both called theiVhvr.— Why ? not 
becaufe there was any refemblance between them, but becaufe 
the word Nave fignified the central part. Mr. W. might as 
well have afked what fimiiitude there was between the Do&or’s 
belly and a church, feeing that the word Novell which proceeds 
fr#m the fame origin, fignified the central part of it. 

The 
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The tenth chapter treats of the fevers) ministers belonging fo 
a parifh church formerly, the complete endowment of one, and 
the orfgin of wake9 and fairs among us. 

Of she latter our Author has given a very dear and rational 
account : 

* When Gregory recommended the feftival of the patron feint; 
he affo recommended fomething more adapted to gain a general re- 
ception than religious a£ls and exercifes. He advifed, that the 
people Should be encouraged on the day of the feftival to eredt booths 
Of branches about the church, and to feaft and be merry in them 
with innocence. And, as the authority of Gregory would certainly 
caufe the encouragement to be given, fo the rniallefl would be ef- 
fectual. Nor would fuch churches only as had previoufly been heathen 
temples, but all, immediately have the day of their guardian faint 
obferved with this open feftivity. As the people Had been all idola- 
ters, the reafon would be equally forcible for one parish as another. 
And the Strong tendency of the common people to every fenfitive 
enjoyment would make the'pradice univerfal. In our own and every 
parish, on the returning Cnniverfery of the feint,! little pavilions were 
conftrudted of boughs ; and the immediate neighbourhood of St. 
Michael's, and the church-yard of St. Mary’s, refounded with the 
voice of hofpitality and the notes of merriment. 

* But few perfons are ever to be intruded to feaft. And fewer are 
to be allowed to meet in numbers together. There is a contagious 
vicioufnefs in crouds. Though each individual of them, alone and 
by himfelf, would ad with a religious propriety ; yet all together 
they ad with irreligion and folly. The fire imperceptibly runs from 
bread to breaft, each contributes to fwell the tide of fpirits beyond 
its proper bounds, and wickednefs and abfurdity enter at the breach 
that is made in reafon. And this vicioufcefs is always augmented 
in its force, when the groSTcr fpirits, that are merely the refult of 
feafting, mingle and ferment the tide. The feafting of the faint** 
day was foon abufed. And it feems to have been greatly (b before 
the reign of Edgar, as the intemperance of the feftival was then 
creeping even into the vigil, and even miking with the offices of re- 
ligion, In the very' body of the church, when the people were af- 
fembled for devotion, they were beginning to mind diversions and 
introduce drinkings. And fo grofs an abufe of the eve could have 
ftolen in only from the licendoufnefs of the feftival. The growing 
intemperance would gradually ftain the fervice of the vigil, dll the 
feftivity of it was converted, as it now is, into the rigour of a faft. 
Thefe diforders would be lefs obnoxious on the day ltfelf, becaufe 
they did 1 not intrude within the church and ptofane the prayers; 
B ( at they were certainly greater, and went on- increasing in viciouf 
nefs and folly, dll they too juftly Vandalized thepuritans of the 
)aft century, and numbers of the wakes were difufed entirely. Our 
own has been long difeontinued. It was not abolished ih 1536 by 
the law of Henry the Eighth, which appears to have had little or no 
influence on the general practice. It was put down by a particular 
and local order in 1579, and forgotten in the long and rigid reign 
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of purimnifm that was then commencing at Manchester. And Henry 
earl of Derby. Henry earl of Huntingdon, William lord bifhop of 
Cheller, and others of the High CommifQon under Queen Elizabeth* 
affbmbled at Mancbefter in 1579: iffued orders again ft pipers and; 
minftrels playing, making and frequenting ales, bear-baitings, and 
bull-biidngs, on the Sunday, or any other day of the week in time* 
of divine ferviqe or ftripon ; and prohibited for the future all fu*. 
perfluous and fuperftitipus ringing, common feafts, and wakes. 
But the wake of the neighbouring parilh of Eccles is celebrated' 
among us to the prefent day. And a confiderable number of people 
refort to it annually from our own and the adjoining parifties.. 

• This cuftom of a celebrity in the neighbourhood of the church, 
on the days of particular faints, was introduced into England from 
the continent, and muft have been familiar equally to tne Britons 
and Saxons ; being obferved among the churches of Alia in the 
fixth century, and by thole of Weft-Europp in the feventh. And 
equally iu Alia and Europe, equally on the continent and. in. the 
irfand, thefe celebrities were the caufes of thole commercial mart*, 
which we denominate Fairs. The people reforted in, crouds to the 
feflival. and a confiderable provifion would be wanted, for their ea- , 
tertainment. The profped of intereft invited the little traders of 
the country to come aqd offer their wares, and the convenience of 
the accommodation prompted a vigorous fale among the people. 
And other traders were induced by the experience of thefe,. to bnng 
in different articles, and hope for an equal fale. Thus, among the 
many pavjdions for hofpitality in the neighbourhood of the church, 
various booths were ere&ed for the fale. of commodities. In large 
towns furrounded with populous diftjj$s, the refort of the people to 
the wake would be great, and the, attendance of trader#, at the cele- 
brity numerous. And this refort and this attendance configure, a ^ 
fair. Bafil exprefsly mentions the numerous appearance of traders 
at thefe feflivals in Afia, and Gregory notes the fame cuftom to be 
common in- Europe^ And, as the faftival was obferved. oa-n-Faria- 
or holiday, it natqrally.aflumed to himfelf, and as naturally com- 
municated to the mart, theappella^ion of Feria or Fair. The fame 
among the Salons, the French, the Germans, and the Britons, Fan 
ger, Foire, Fever, and Faire, the word was derived from the fame 
foarce in all thefe nations, the one.ecdefiaftical language of Wcft- 
Europe at, this period. And feveralof. our moil ancient fairs ap- 
pear to have, beep a&ually held, and . have been. a&uaUy continued 
to our own time, on the original church-holidays of the places ; as 
that on the fefuval of St. Peter at St. Peter’s church in Weftminfter, 
another on the feaft of St. Cuthbert at St. Cuthbert’s in Durham, . 
and a third on the holiday of St. Bartholomew at St. Bartholomews 
in London .* 

The leading principles of theology among the Saxons, the 
inroads of fanaticifm and fuperllition upon them, and the in- 
troduction of the Romiih fupremacy into the ifland, are the 
lubjeds of the twelfth chapter, in which the Reader will meet 
with fome glorious absurdities ! Let thofe of a religious, 
nature fleep in Jacro fikntiul We ih^U only take, notice of a 
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ftri&urfe of the Authors on confanguineous marriages : 4 The 
marriage of firft coufins, fays he, very reafonably permitted 
by the inftitutes of Juftinian, was prohibited by the earlieft ca- 
nons of our Church ; and, principally, for this impertinent 
veafon, which ftill retains its hold with the lower rank of our 
people, that the children of fuch matches were never known to 
profper/ Of whatever weight the volgar obfervation may be 
(and there is generally fome foundation for proverbial remarks) 
there is a reafon for the inhibition of marriages within certain 
fiages of consanguinity, which does not appear to have occur- 
red to this Writer. It is very obfervable, and we have known 
it in many inftanc es, that idiotifm, folly, or infantry, are fre- 
quently found in the offspring of fuch matches. Nature, 
therefore, feems to exprefs her repugnance here; and it has 
been, undoubtedly, on her principles, that human prudence 
and obfervation has founded thefe prohibitions. 

Thefe twelve chapters are fucceeded by a (hort Conclufion, 
exhibiting, by way of corollary, a compendious view of the 
Hiftory of Manchefter. 

The whole is clofed by an Appendix of fome length, con- 
tinuing the remarks, begun in the firft volume, on Carte and 
Hume. Thefe remarks are chiefly confined to that period of 
our annals, which commences with the departure of the Ro- 
mans : but as we have neither time nor fpace for hypercriticifm, 
we (hall here clofe our account of a performance which hath re- 
ceived its full (hare of' our attention ; but not more than was 
due to its merit, and to the rank which the Author hath juftly 
acquired in the learned world. 


A*RT. XI. Mifcellanies in Preft and Vtrfe . By Mrs. Chapone, Author 
of the Litter s on the Improvement of the Mind . i2mo. 3 s. bound. 
Dilly. 1775. 

T H E ingenious Author of the very fenfible and popular 
Letters on the Improvement of the Mind *, has, in this 
agreeable little Mifcellany, favoured us with obfervations on 
Affedation and Simplicity ; on Converfation ; on Enthufiafm 
and Indifference in Religion \ and the profe part concludes 
with the inftrudive ftory of Fidelia, which firft appeared in the 
Adventurer. In the treatife on Converfation, the following re- 
marks are equally a proof of genius, and of a refined know- 
ledge of life and manners : 

4 if all the evilfpeaking one hears was to be efteemed the efie& 
of malice, one might fometiroes fancy one’s felf in the infernal re- 
gions ; but I fincerely believe, malice has very feldom any (hare in 
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tt : the defire of keeping up or enlivening genteel converfation, with 
the want of rational knowledge, or the fear of being ridiculed for 
lnewing the knowledge we have, is the general caufe of thofe inju- 
ries we do our fellow-creatures in our common difcourfe. 

4 But if the defire of being fafhionable leads to many immorali- 
ties, one Would expe& it fhouM at lead preferve us from fuch as of- 
fend no lefs againft the laws of politenels, than againft thofe of re- 
ligion and virtue* It is the boad of this age to have difcovered* 
that true politenefs con Ms, not in modes and ceremonies, but id 
entering with delicacy into the feelings of our companions, conform- 
ing to their inclinations, exalting .them in their own opinions, and 
relieving them as much as pofilble from every redraint and anxiety : 
but how ill are thefe maxims obferved towards thofe who have not 
yet learned the fafhionable indifference and levity on ferious fubjedts ! 
A young perfon educated in religions fentiments, and warm with 
the love of virtue, when firft admitted into the circles of perfons of 
tharadler, thinks he cannot better recommend himfelf, than by 
taking fome opportunity of cxprefling the fentiments he has beeti 
taught to revere : but how is he (hocked and mortified, to find 
himfelf flared at and ridiculed, his gravity anfwered With contemp- 
tuous fmiles, or received with a general filence, the diftrefsful ef- 
fect of which can only be conceived by* thofe who have felt it ! Sunk 
into the deeped confufion on finding himfelf fo much too wife and 
good for his company, he fpon determines no more to offend on that 
fide: but would any of the mod troublefome formalities Of former 
ages have coil him a pain equal to this unmerited fharae, or the con* 
draint he mud fuffer in difguifing his fentiments, and enuring him* 
lelf to the ridicule and contempt of what he had been ufed to hold 
mod (acred? The prefen t pain infli&ed on him is a cruel patragd 
on good manners ) but the confeqaeoces of it are far more injurious* 
Such an attack on a young man’s fenfibility is but too generally fol- 
lowed by the facrifice of virtue to faihion ; and he gradually adopts 
an air of difdain for all that fhould preferve him from corruption 
and ruin. 

4 Refinement of fentiment in a young fady too often meets with 
a like fate. She has not the courage to afTurne a fuperior elegance 
of mind to thofe (he converfes with, who would only laugh at he? 
pretenfions ) fhe mud therefore, on pain of being treated as a ip- 
Jkiance heroine, learn to debate the pure ludre of virgin delicacy and 
refined fenfibility ; fhe mud adopt the worldly notions, and the free, 
not to fay licentious, manners of thofe who have already trod the 
Sound of public divorfions, and have been hackneyed in the ways of 
she gay world j till from copying their external behaviour, fhe gta- 
dnaUy reduces her mind to the fame dandard, and brings down every 
high thought, every delicate and ingenuous fentiment, with whieh 
books and education had infpirtd her, to the ton of unfeeling diffi- 
pation. 

4 Nor can we wonder that the modeft timidity of youth fhould bo 
thus borne down by the impofing air of the world, when we fee that 
It has but too drong an effc& even On well-principled and long- 
pra&ifed virtue. I believe I may appeal to the bofom of almoft every 
jnan of religious principles, yrhok duration has obliged him to epa- 
JL av. Sept* 1775. K wte 
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Verfe much with the world, whether he his not found it one of his 
hardell trials, to Hem the torrent of cuftom, and endure the ridicule 
which awaits the teftimony he is bound to give in the caufe of re- 
ligion and virtue. Has he never been tempted to ftpprefs that 
tqttimony, and to incur the danger of countenancing, by not op-, 
poling, contrary notions, rather than expofe himfelf to fuifer, or be[ 
obliged to relent, the contempt of thole who efteemed themfelves, 
polite company — and who were really too well bred to have ridiculed, 
his miftrcfs, friend, or relation in his prefence, though they coqld^ 
"allow themfelves to infult him on points Hill more interefttng ? 

4 But, without formally attacking principles, the general tendency, 
of converfation mull conduce either to weaken or eftablifti them* 
The more remote the caufe is from the effefl, the lefs are we on our 
guard again ft it ; and the do weft method is perhaps the fureft, to 
undermine religion and morality.’ 

The refle&ions on Enthunafm and Indifference in Religion 
bear a mod devotional character, but a chara&er that is, at the 
fame time, fuftained by every rational principle. We are ap- 
prehenfive, however, that Mrs. Chapone will bo coniidered byr 
a great part of her fex as a fcverc monitrefs, even whilft there 
b no witbflanding the truth of her observations : 

4 If a modern lady of fafhion, fays (he, was to be called to ac-t 
count for the difpofition of her time, I imagine her defence would 
ran in this (life I can’t, you know, be out ofthe world, nor a ft 
differently from every body in it. The hours are every where late- 
con feauentlyl rife late. I have fcarce breakfefied before morning 
vifits oegin— or ’tis time to go to an auction, or a concert— or to 
take a little exerdfe for my health. Drafting my hair is a long ope- 
ration — but one can't appear with a head unlike every body effe* 
One mujt fometimes go to a play, or an opera ; though I own ie 
hurries one to death. Then what with neceflfcry vifits— the perpe- 
tual engagemeatsto card-parties at private houfee— ^and attendance 
on the public afiemblies, to which all people of fafhion fifbfcribe, 
the evenings yoo fee are fully difpofed of. What time then can I 
poffibly have for what you call domeftic duties You talk of the 
offices and enjoyments of friendihip— alas ! I have no hoars left for 
friends ! I moft fee them in a croud, or not at all. As to cultivating 
the ftf endfhip of my hufband, we are very civil when we meet ; but 
we are both too much engaged to fpend much time with each other* 
With regard to my daughters, 1 have given them a French governefs* 
and proper roafters— I can do no more for them. You tell me, I 
ihould inftrua my fervants— but I hate nor time to inform my/Af* 
much lefs can I undertake any thing of that fort fbr thm* or eves 
be able to guefswhat they do with themfelves the grtateft part of 
the twenty-four hours. * 1 go to church, if poflftrie, once on a Sun- 
day, and then feme of my fervants attend me ; and if they will not 
mind what the preacher fays, how can / help it ' The management 

of our fortune, as far as I am concerned, I ntnft kave to die ftew&rd 
and honfekeeper j fbr I find ! can barely fnatch a quarter of an hour 
juft to look over the bill of fere when 1 am to have 'company, that 
they may not fend up any thing frightful or ald-ftfhioncd.—Aa to 
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tfce Chriftian dutjrof charity, I allure you, I am not ill-natured; 
ajid (confidering that the* great' cxpence of being always dreft for 
company, with Ioffe* at cards, fubferiptions, and public fpe&acles, 
leave me very little to difpofe of) I am. ready enough to give my 
money when I meet with a mifer&ble objeft. You fa y, I fhopld in- 
quire out fuch, inform myfelf thoroughly of their cafes, make an 
acquaintance with the poor of my neighbourhood in the country* 
and plan out the bed methods of relieving the unfortunate, and af- 
fixing the induftrious. But this fuppdfes much more time, and 
much mote money than I have to bellow. — I have had hopes indeed 
that my fummers would have afforded me more leifure ; but we flay 
pretty late in town ; then we generally pafs feveral' weeks at one or 
othefof thfe water-drinking places, where every moment is (pent in 
public ; and, for the few months in which we refide at our own feat* 
our hoofe is always full, with a fucceffion of company, to whole 
aihufement one is obliged to dedicate every hour of the day.”. 

• So here ends the account of that time which was given you to 
Prepare and educate yourfelf for eternity ? — yet you believe the im- 
mortality of the foul, and a future Hate of rewards and punifhments, 
Aik your own heart what rewards you deferve — or what kind of fe- 
licity you are fitted to enjoy r — Which of thofe faculties oraffec- 
tions, which heaven can be fuppofed to gratify, have you cultivated 

£ d improved ?— If, in that eternal world, the flores of knt'wUdgt 
)old be laid open before you,, have you preferved that thirft of 
knowledge pr that mie fpr truth which is now to be indulged with, 
cndlefs information If, in the fociety of faints and angels, the 
pureft benevolence and moll cordial love is to conftitute your happi- 
ncis, where is the heart that (hould enjoy this delightful intercourse 
of affe&ion ?— -Has yours been exerciied and refined fo a proper ca- 
pacity of during your Hate of difeipiine, by the energies of gene- 
rous friendihip, fy the meltings of parental fondnefs,. or by that 
anion of heart ^nd foul, that mixed exertion of perfect friendihip’ 
and ineffable tenderpefs, which approaches neareft to the full fatif- 
faARm of oar nature, in t|>e bands of conjugal love?— Alas ! you] 
Scarce knew yon had a heart, except when you felt it fwell with 
pride* or foxtteg" with vanity*— Has your piety and gratitude to the 
Sonroe of all gqpd been exercifed and ftrengthened by cqnftant a&s of 
praife and thankfgiving i Was it nourilhea by frequent meditation, 
aodfifent rccpllcflion of all the wonders be hath done fpr us, till it 
botft. forth in fervent prayer ? — I fear it was rather decency tjian.de- . 
votion that carried you once a week to the place of public, wdrfbip— 
aBfh for the reft of the week, your thoughts and tume wpre fp very 
differently filled up, that the idea of a Ruler pf the Upiveric could' 
qccu^ but fieldom, apd then, rather as 40 objefl of terror than ofj 
hope and joy. How then (hall a foul fo dead to diving love, fo loft 
to all but the moft childifo pursuits, be able to exalt and enlarge 
itfelf to a, capacity, of fhat .bliff wfifoh'we are allowed to hope for* 
in a more intimate perception of the Divine Prefence, in coctem- 
pbUpM more. nearly tfie perfections of our Creator, and in pouring 
OBf before his throe* our ardent gratitude, .love, and adoration ?— 
What kind of tt|ln&ng is the life you have palled through for fuch 
an immorality ?’ 

R % However 
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However hardly thefe c uncouth dodrines’ may feem to go 
down, the following chara&ers, with the attendant refle&ions* 
will (hew that Mrs, Chapone’s religious ideas are by no means 
of the impra&icable kind : 

* Is there a fingle pleafure worthy of a rational being, which is 
not, within certain limitations, confident with religion and virtue t 
—And are not the limits, within which we are permitted to enjoy 
them, the fame which are prefcribed by reafon and nature, and 
which we cannot exceed without manifeft hurt to ourfelves, or 
others ? — It is not the life of a hermit, or a Pere de la Trappy that 
is enjoined us : it is only the life of a rational being, formed for, 
fociety, capable of continual improvement, and Confequently of 
continual advancement in happinefs. 

* Sir Charles and Lady Worthy are neither gloomy afcetics, nor 
frantic enthufiafts. They married from affir&ion founded on long 
acquaintance and perfeft efteem. They therefore enjoy the beft 
pleafures of the heart in the higheft degree. They concur in a ra- 
tional fcheme of lift, which, whilft it makes them always cheerful 
and happy, renders them the friends of human kind, and the bleffing 
of all around them. They do not deiert their ftation in the world, 
nor deny themfelves the proper and moderate life of their large for- 
tune ; though that portion of it, which is appropriated to the ufe of 
others, is that from which they derive their higheft gratifications. 
They fpend four or five months of every year in London, where 
they keep up an intercourfe of hofpitality and civility with many of 
the mod refpe&able perfons of their own, or of higher rank ; but 
have endeavoured rather at a feleft than a numerous acquaintance : 
and as they never play at cards, this endeavour has the more eafiiy 
fucceeded. Three days in the week, from the hoar of dinner, are 
given up to this intercourfe with what may be called tbt <unrld* 
Three more are fpent in a family way, with a few intimate friends, 
wbofe tafies are conformable to their own, and with whom the book 
and working- table. Or fometimes mufic, (apply the intervals of ufe- 
ful and agreeable converfation. In thefe parties their children are 
always prefent, and partake of the improvement that ariies from 
fuch fociety, or from the well-chofen pieces which are read atood. 
The fcventh day is always fpent at home, after the doe attendance 
on public worfhip ; and is peculiarly appropriated to the religions 
inflru&ion of their children and fervants, or to Other works of cha- 
rity. As they keep regular hours, and rile early, and as Lady 
Worthy never pays, or admits morning vifits, they have feven or 
eight hours in every day, free from all interruption from the world, 
in which the cultivation of their own minds, and thofe of their chil- 
dren, the due attention to health, to economy, and to the poor, ate 
carried on in the mod regular manner. 

4 Thus, even in London, they contrive, without the appearance 
of quarreling with the world, or of fhutting themfelves up from it, 
to pals the greateft part of their time in a reafonable and afeful, as 
well as an agreeable manner. The reft of the year they fpend me 
their family feat in the country, where the happy efie&s of their ejn- 
ample, and of their affidnous attention to the good of all around 

them 
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them, are ftill mote obfervable than in town. Their neighbours, 
their tenants, and the poor, for many miles about them, find in 
them a fare refoarce and comfort in calamity, and a ready afliflance 
to every fchcme of honed induftry. The young are inftrudcd at 
their expence, and under their direction, and rendered ufeful at the 
earlied period poflible ; the aged and the tick have every comfort 
mdminidered that their (late requires ; the idle and difTofute are kept 
an awe by vigilant infpe&ion ; the quarrelfome are broughr, by a 
ienfe of their own intered, to live more quietly with their family 
and neighbours, and amicably to refer their difputes to Sir Charles’s 
decihon. 

* This amiable pair are not left highly prized by the genteel 
families of their neighbourhood, who are fure of finding in theif 
houfe the moil polite and chearful hofpirality, and in them a fund 
of good ienfe and good humour, 1 with a condant difpofition to pro* 
mote every innocent pleafure. They are particularly the delight of 
all the young people, who confider them as their patrons and their 
oracles, to whom they always apply for advice and affidance in any 
kind of didrefs, or in any Tcheme of amufement* 

* Sir Charles and Lady Worthy are feldom without fome friends 
in the houfe with them during their day in the country; but, as 
their methods are known, they are never broken in upon by their 
gueib, who do not expelt to fee them till dinner-time,, except at 
the hoar of prayer and of breakfad. In their private walks or rides, 
they ufoally vifit the cottages of the labouring poof, with all of 
whom they are perfonaliy acquainted ; and by the fweetnefs and 
friendiinefe of their manner, as well 43 by their beneficent a&iofts, 
they fo entirely pofifefs the hearts of thefe people, that they 
are made the confidents of ail their family grievances, and the ca- 
fuids to fettle all their fcruples of confcience or difficulties in con- 
do By this method of converting freely with them, they find out 
their different charade rs and capacities, and often difeover and ap- 
ply to their own benefit, as well as that of the perfon they didin- 

f ailh, talents, which would otherwife have been for ever lod to the 
ublic. ' 

* From this flight (ketch of their manner of living, can it be 
thought that the pradice of virtue cods them any great facrifices ? 
Do they appear to be the fervants of a hard mader ? — It is true, they 
have not the amufement of gaming, nor do they curfe thhmfelves in 
hitternefs of foul, for lofing the fortune Providence had bedowed 
upon them : they are not continually in public places, nor difled in 
crouded affemblies ; nor are their hours confumed in an infipid in- 
terchange of unmeaning chat with hundreds of fine people who are 
perfe&ly indifferent to them ; but then, in return, the Being whom 
they fe rye indulges them in the bed pleafures of love,, of friend- 
(hip, of parental and family affedion, of divine beneficence, and of 
a piety, which chiefly confifls in joyful ads of love and praife !— 
not to mention the delights they derive from a tafle uncorrupted and 
frill alive to natural pleafures ; from the beauties of nature, and 
from cultivating thofc beauties joined with utility in the feenes 
around them 5 mud, above all, from that flow of fpirits, which a 
life of adivity, and the conflant exertion of right afitdiops, natu- 
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rally produce. Compare their countenances with &pffe of the 
wretched (laves of tbt worlds who are hourly complaining off^tigqe, 
of liftlcfliiefs, diftafte, and vapours ; and who, with faded cheeks 
and worn-out conftitutions, full continue to haunt the fcenes wfierc 
once their vanity found gratification, but where they now meet only 
with mortification and difgult: then tell me, which has chofen the 
happier plan, admitting for a moment that no future penalty was 
annexed to a wrong choice > Li den to the chara&er that is given of 
Sir Charles Worthy and his lady, wherever they are named, and 
then tell me, whether even your idol, tb$ world, is not more favour* 
able to them than you.’ 

The poems that appear in this volume, were all, we are told, 
except the tranflations, the produ&ions of early youth. How 
well that youth mu ft have been cultivated, they afford a very 
honourable teftimony. Among the original pieces the verfes 
to Stella have great merit : 

No more, my Stella, to the fighing (hades. 

Of blafted hope and lucklefs love complain; 

But join the fports of Dian’s carelefs maids. 

And laughing Liberty’s triumphant train. 

And fee, with thefe is holy Friendihip found. 

With chryftal bofom open to the fight ; 

$fer gentle hand (hall clofe the recent wound. 

And fill the vacant heart with calm delight. 

Nor Prudence (low, that ever comes too late. 

Nor ftern-brow’d Duty, check her gen’rons flame ; 

On all her footlleps Peace and Honour wait. 

And Slander's ready tongue reveres her name. 

Say, Stella, what is Love, whofe tyrant pow’r 
Robs Virtue of content and Youth of joy ? 

What nymph or goddefs, in a fatal hour. 

Gave to the world this mifchief-making boy ? 

By lying bards in forms fo various (hewn. 

Deck'd with falfe charms or arm’d with terrors vain t 

Who (hall his real properties make known. 

Declare his nature, and his birth explain ? 

Some (ay, of Idlenefs and Pleafure bred. 

The fmiling babe on beds of rofes lay. 

There, with fweet honey-dews by Fancy fed. 

His blooming beauties open’d to the day. 

Hk wanton head with fading chaplets bound. 

Dancing, he leads his filly vot’ries on 

Toprecipices deep o’er faitnlefs ground. 

Then laughing flies, nor hears their fnjitl^fs mcpm. 

Some fay from Etna’s burning entrails tom a 
M ore fierce than tygers on the Libyan plain, 

Begot in tempefis, and in thunders born, 

!<ovc wildly ifges like the foaming main. 
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With darts and dames (omc arm his feeble hands. 

His infant brow with regal honours crown ; 

Whild vanquifh’d Reafon, bound with fllken bands. 
Meanly Ibbmiffive, falls before his throne. 

Each fabling poet fure alike miftakes 
The gentle pofwV that reigns o’er tender hearts I 
- Soft Love no temped hurls, nor thunder dtakes, 

* lifts the flaming torch, nor poifon’d darts. 

Holm-born, the brightefl feraph of the iky. 

For Eden’s bow’r he left his blifsfai feat. 

When Adam’s blamelefs (hit Wat heard on high. 

And beauteous Eve fird cheat'd his lone retreat. 

At Love’s approach all earth rejoic'd, each hill. 

Each grove that learnt it from the whifp'ring gale $ 

Joyous the birds their livelied chorus fill, 

And richer fragrance breathes in ev’xy vale. 

Well pleafed in Pferadife awhile he roves. 

With Innocence and Friendihip, hand in hand ; 

Till Sin found entrance in the with'ring groves. 

And frighted Innocence forfook the land. 

But Love, dill faithful to the guilty pair. 

With them was driv'n amidd a world of woes. 

Where oft he mourns his lod companion dear. 

And trembling flies before his rigid foes. 

Honour, in burniih'd dec! completely clad. 

And hoary Wifdom, oft againft him arm ; 

Sufpicion pale, and Difappointment fad. 

Vain Hopes and frantic Fears his heart alarm. 

Fly then, dear Stella, fly th’ unequal drife, 

Since Fate forbids that Peace ihould dwell with Love i . 

FriendOtip’s calm joys (hall glad thy future life, 

And Virtue lead to endlefs blifs above. 

The tranflations con fid of Metaftafio’s celebrated Ode on 
Summer, and an Italian fonnet. 


Art. XII. Tbt Ufi and Abufe of Sta Wattr impartially fnfidertd* 
and ixtmpltJUd in fivtral Caftt with Ob/eruations , &C. By Robert 
White, M. D. 8vo. is. Flexney. 1775. 

T HE prefent fafhionable ufe of fea water, renders the pub- 
lication before u6 both feafonable and interefting ; and 
as the obfervations contained in it are the refult of experience, 
we recommend it to the attention of thofe who from their prb- 
feffion mud be frequently confulted on the expediency of tiling 
this popular remedy. 

tor. White very properly obferves in his preface, that * no- 
thing but long experience can fender us perfectly acquainted 
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*48 White on the Ufi and Abufe of Sea Water. 

with the good or ill effeds of any medicine / modeftly adding^ 
f and fince the author of thefe few fheets has had many oppor- 
tunities of obferving the ufe and abufe of fea water , both in 
baching and drinking, he hopes that he may venture >to lay his 
observations before the public, without incurring the charge 
either of vanity or preemption/ 

It is not his defign, as we are further infouAL tdtreafon 
upon the qualities and virtues of fea water ; h^^ans only to 
give fuch hints as he has found requifite and proper to be ob- 
served by thofe who bathe' in and drink it. 

The little trad under consideration is divided into four parts. 
The firft contains Cautions with refped to Bathing ; the fecond. 
Cautions with refped to drinking fea water) the third, a Table 
of Difeafes ) and the fourth. Cafes with Observations. 

Under the firft of thefe heads we are told of * feveral things 
which ought to be attended to, immediately before and after 
bathing/ The firft of thefe is, that ‘ the patient fhould not 
be too warm at the time of going in/ This caution is, how- 
ever, much too indefinite. We cannot fuppofe the Author 
would interdid the ufe of the bath whenever the heat of the 
body is raifed above its natural ftandard. There are cafes in 
which the efficacy of this application has been evidently in- 
creafed by the previous ufe of brifk exercife : and the alternate 
life of the hot and the cold bath, which prevails in Ruffia, Si- 
beria, and other places, clearly difeovers, that a fudden tranlU 
tion from heat to cold, is not pregnant with the danger fome 
have imagined. 

An indtferiminate ufe of the bath in all complaints whether 
chronic or acute, is juftly condemned by our Author. The ne-r 
ceffity of circumfpedion in the employment of it is ftrongly in- 
culcated, and the fatal effeds which may enfue, even in healthy 
perfons from an abufe of it, , are exemplified in two Cafes, the 
firft of which we (hall prefent to our Readers, viz. 

* Cafe xxxv. Fatal effeds of bathing in healthy perfons* 
A man, about forty years of age, who had lived a fober and 
temperate life, was induced to bath in the fea. He 'was rather 
of a plethoric habit, and had taken no precaution, either by 
bleedings purging , or any other means, immediately after the 
firft dip, he felt a violent pain, which (hot through his head : 
he flayed in a (bort time, and went home diredly. Soon after 
he complained of a great dizzinefs, and perturbation of fpirits* 
and in the evening he was feized with an apopledic fit, which 
baffled every attempt of relief/ 

In the table of difeafes, under the article, ( Bite of mad Ani- 
mals/ our Author remarks, that * it is a maxim with thofe 
who have been bit, to bath in the fea. Spring water, I make 
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fio doubt, is of equal efficacy. To confide wholly in either. 
Is extremely dangerous. 1 have known the former fail, when 
joined with Dr. Mead’s recipe. 

€ It is generally difficult to afcertain the madnefs of the crea- 
ture ; fo that, of the number who refort to the fea for relief* 
probably, few are really hurt. The inftance I have quoted in 
the fequel, will prove, that the public put too great confidence 
in fuch prefcriptions.’ 

For the inftance, however, which the Author alludes to, as 
well as for other particulars, we muft refer to the work itfelf. 

Art. XIII. Some Thoughts on the Nature of Pt*uers 9 &c. By John 
Curry, M. D. 8vo. is. 6d. Johnfon. 1774. 

I N a letter to Dr. Stack prefixed to this publication, we are 
informed by the Author, that his 4 whole aim and intent 
tention is, at firft, to let people know when they are feized 
with a fever ; — the want of which knowledge has, I am per* 
fiiaded, occafioned the death of many — and, afterwards, by 
what fimple means, if timely recurred to, its dangerous in- 
creafe might be prevented. In the fecond part, I have touched 
upon fome parts of ancient practice in this diforder, rather a* 
a tentamen, and an incitement to others to proceed farther 
on the fubje&, than as any thing decifive. On , the whole, - 
neither hope of increafuig bbfinefs, — from which I have, 
in a great meafure, withdrawn myfelf — nor any incentive of va- 
nity, have been the motive of this undertaking ; but folely, I 
allure you, a fond expedition that it may poffibly be, in fome 
meafure, ufcful in putting our fellow-creatures more on their 
guard againft this universal deftroyer of mankind. I am. Sir, 
your moll obedient humble fervant, John Curry.’ 

Du^in, May 23, 1774. 

Our Readers, without doubt, will be defirous of knowing 
by what fimple means, if timely recurred to, the dangerous in- 
creafe of a fever may be prevented, and therefore we ihall fe- 
led the part which explains this important deftderatum . 

After preferring De Gorter’s definition of fever, adopting 
Hoffman’s opinion of the proximate caufe of it, and reprobat- 
ing the ufe of ftrong fudorifics, our Author add^ 4 Having 
premifed thefe things for the information of my unlearned, in- 
cautious, or incredulous readers, I will now proceed to acquaint 
them, that whenever, from cold taken, excefs in eating or 
drinking, trouble of mind, or any other evident caufe, they 
find themfelves feized with a rigor or chillinefs, fucceeded by 
heat, fickneis, anxiety, inappetency, pain, or depreffion of 
Spirits, and accompanied with an unufual quickaefs of pulfe, 

they 
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they ought to look upon tbemfelvesas adually ill of a fever ; to 
prevent the danger and increafe of which, I will endeavour to 
lay before them a few familiar dire&ions, with refpect to medi- 
cine; after I have firft given them thofe of .Cornelius Celfus, 
which relate chiefly to diet. 

i4 When any figfts of approaching illnefs appear, the heft of 
all remedies,” fays that excellent writer, “ are quiet and abfti- 
ncnce. If the perfon indifpoTed mud drink, let him drink . 
water ; and it will fometimes fuffice to keep to that drink for 
one day ; at other times, if the fymptoms flill threaten, it will 
be neceflary to continue it for two. Next to abftinence, a very 
fpare diet is proper, with which water lhould be drunk one day, 
and wine the next ; and fo on, until all caufe of fear is re* 
moved. By thefe means, an heavy and imminent difeafe has 
been often prevented 5 whilft many people have been deceived, 
who hoped to put off a beginning ficknefs by cfcercife, or bath- 
ing, or purging, or vomiting, or fweating, or the ufc of wine', 
on thehiftday of its appearance. Not that thefe things have 
not fometimes produced a goodeffcftj but bccaufe they have 
been oftner attended with a bad one ; whilft abftinence alonfe 
cures without any danger : for it may be leffened, or incitafed, 
in proportion to the fymptoms ; fo that, if thefe be light, it 
will be fufficient to abftain from wine ortly, the difufe of which, 
in this cafe, will be of more fervice than leffening the quantity 
of food can be. And though the patient’s complaints Ihoultl 
be fomewhat greater, it will be enough to forbid him the life 
Of flrih in his diet, and to confine him to the drinking of water. 
Sometimes, indeed, it will be neceflary to allow him lefs eveii 
of bread than ufual, and to confine him to a moift herb-diet. 
And lhould even the figns of a violent diftemper threaten him, 
it will be fufficient to make him abftain entirely from food, the 
ufe of wine, and all motion of the body. Nor is it at all to 
be doubted, that fcarce any perfon hath fallen intd an heavy fit 
of ficknefs, who has ferioufly, and in time, taken thefe me- 
thods to prevent it.” 

* But, befides thefe important cautions in the points of ab- 
stinence and quiet, it feems alfo to be equally neceflary, that 
the patient lhould betake himfelf to his bed, as foon as be firids 
himfelf iiujifpofed ; where, after he hat lain three or four hours, 
in as much quiet of body and mind as bis fickfcefi will permit ; 
or till fucb time, as the afual rigor or cddntfk has eeafed, and. 
heat has fucceeded to it, he mull then, and hot before, lofc 
eight or ten ounces of blood ; a kefs, winch the fever itfelf will, 
at this time, enable woft people to bear* In this 1 fituation let 
him drink plentifully of warm two-milk whey, without drops Of 
any kind,. 1 add this caution agavnft dreps y ox account of the 
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Coo frequent ufe that is made of them, in the beginning of 
vooft fevers, especially thofc that proceed from cold j which 
pradice, 1 am forry to find, is countenanced by Dr. Cheyne 
and other authors, much .read ,aqd followed, in fome refpeds, 
very defervedly ; who, grounding their notion of a cold on an 
bypothefis of Dr. James Keil, ad fife the patient to take, in the 
beginning of it, 4 ‘ large draughts of warm yiui-whey, with a 
few drops of ffirit of barn-bom, and a fcruple of Gafcoyne s pow- 
der, morning and evening (with a view, 1 fuppofe, of promote 
»ng fweat), and to live low upon fpoon-meats, pudding and 
chicken at the fame time that they confefc, there iszfmaU 
fever attending this cold $ which, it is much to be feared, fuch 
a regimen frill he apt to change into a great one j whereas, by 
plentiful draughts of warm two^milk whey alone, efpecially 
after a bleeding has taken off part of the fulnefe within, the 
fpafms at the fiirface will he gradually relaxed, and the pore* 
of the (kin opened with much more certainty, and without any 
danger. 44 In an inflammatory difpofuion of the^bfood,” fays 
De Gprter, 44 more fweat is procured by one bleeding, than 
by a treble dofe of the warmer fudorifics.” 

4 Three or four hours after bleeding, which ihould be re* 
peated if neceflary, let the Tick perfon, ftill jn bed, take a mo- 
derate dofc of fal polychreft, Glauber's fait, or any other cooling 
opener of the body, diilblved in fome of the fipiple diitilled 
waters ; not all at once, but by two fpoonfuls every fecond of 
third hour $ the ufual effcd of which is, feme gentle evacua- 
tion by ftool or fweat, and often by both, which feldom foils to 
put a fjpeedy end to the fever.* 

The lofs of eight or ten ounces of blood in the beginning 
of every fever, we cannot believe would be falutary even in 
Dublin, where our Author appears to have pra&ifed s and 
this metropolis we are- convinced, that an adherence to his in* 
jim&ion would produce infinite mifchief. 

Concerning the ufe of fal Polychrejl and Glauhr*$ fait, we 
have only to obferve, that our Author has been Angularly for* 
tunate in his practice, if indeed he has found, that 4 a mo* 
derate dofe of either of tbefe falts, or of any other cooling 
opener, feldom fails to put a fpeedy end to the fever,* 

We have do doubt but Dr* Curry's motives to this publica* 
don were truly benevolent } and it' is but jufiice to acknew* 
ledge that his pamphlet contains many good obfervations* 
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FOREIGN LITERATURE 
(By our Correspondents) 

Art. L 
FRANCE. 

T H E collection of pieces relative to natural philofophy and 
natural hiftory, formed fucceffively by the learned and 
ingenious Abbe Rozier from a great variety of fources, (books, 
correfpoTidence, and academical repofitories) is carried pn with 
reputation and fuccefs. The 5th volume appeared about two 
months ago. Among feveral interefting articles, this volume 
contains the new experiments in eledricity made, in the prefence 
of the Duke de Chartres by Mr. Com us, which exhibit finking 
difcoveries in that line of natural fcience. 

II. Dr. Fournier, member of the Medical Faculty, and 
of the Royal Society of Montpelier, has publifhed at Dijon, 
Objirvations fur Us Fievres putrides £sf malignes , i. e. Ob- 
fervations an putrid and malignant Fevers , together with Reflections 
on the Nature and immediate Caufe of a Fever . This production 
is the refult of long experience, deep obfervation, and exten- 
five learning ; and is worthy of theiong eftablifhed reputation 
of the venerable praCtitioner to whom the Public is indebted 
for it. 

III. We fpeak with more caution of the following work, 
becaufe, however commendable by the abilities it difeovers, it 
snakes war upon all the fyftems of natural philofophy that have 
yet appeared ; its title is, Phyflque du Monde demontrie par sene 
feuU caufe fcf un feul principe % comment & tous Us corps , tfc. i. e. 
The Conflitutionof the Natural World demonflrattd , as derived from 
one caufe , and founded upon one principle 9 which belongs to all Bodies 
in general , and is peculiar to each feparately cenfldtred^ by P. B. 
Deshayes, Phyfician to the King’s Houfehold. 8vo. Ver~ 
failles, 1 775- The principle of our author is the air 9 which, 
according to him 9 is the fpring of all motion, and furnifhes a 
snore palpable account of the Phenomena of Nature, than the 
occult qualities of attradion 9 Sc c. &c. 

IV. The academy of Dijon has publiihed the 2d volume of 
its Memoirs 9 which begins by an Hiftorical Summary of thofc 
events that have happened relative to its eftablifhment and pro- 
crefs, and the donations it has received from munificent patrons. 
The volume is divided into two parts. In the firft, we have 
extracts of the different productions in Natural Philofophy, Na- 
tural Hiftory, Belles-Lettres, and Medical Science, that have 
been communicated to the academy, and of feveral pieces that 
were read at its meetings, and publiihed feparately. In the 
fecond part, we have the Memoirs 9 which are numerous, and 
among which the following deferve the sntft attention ; An /*- 
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fftirjr into the Natan of the Electrical Matter by M. Boss d k An- 
tie, who denies that gl,afs is ele&rical of itfelf, and maintains 
that it is the colouring principle , or, what the chymifts call, the 
inflammable or phlogtftic principle, that conftitutes the eflence of 
ele&rical matter. — An Effay on Natural Hiftory * by M. lr 
Gouzb de Gbrlans, whofe piece is excellent, and who has 
made a prefent.to the academy of his fine colle&ion of natural 
curiofities K --Conftderations on the advantages which accrue to manu- 
factures from the erection of Schools for Drawing or Dejigning , by 
Mr. Picardet. — Anatomical Defcription* internal and external , 
of an Hermaphrodite * by M. Maret, from whence it appears, 
that the being in queftion was neither completely mafculine nor 
feminine. — Obfervations on the ftngular tranfpojition of feveral 
Acres of Wood-land* which were Jituated on the fide of a Mountain* 
and defended into the Plain* in the Province of Burgundy * in the 
month of February, 1770, by M. Morveau. — Concerning the 
tables of the ancient Greeks* Afiaticks , and Romans , two Memoirs, 
by the Marquis de Tyard, . who feems by his flyle and 
manner of expreflion, to be ah ardent efpoufer of good eating • 
A Memoir concerning the ebbing and flowing of the Sea , by M. Dr 
la Lande. The caufe of the tides and of one of their prim* 
cipal phenomena, even the fwellings of the equinoxial tides, is 
inveftigated in this learned memoir, and ihewn to be the attrac- 
tion of the fun and moon.— An excellent Memoir of M. Gux- 
neau de Montbelli ard, concerning the punijhing Malefactors 
with Death $ againft which he reirfons with the precifion and 
depth of anhilofopher, and with the warmth and zeal of a true 
patriot. This volume is concluded by an Effay of the learned 
and ingenious Prefident De Brosses, on Etymological Geography * 
on the Names given to the different Nations of Scythia , ancient and 
modem* in which there is much light thrown upon the topo- 
graphy, voyages, colonies, a ivi emigrations of that people. 

V. The introdu&ion of the Duke de Duras , Marflial of 
France, into the French Academy, has regaled the reading 
public, with two pieces of eloquence, the one delivered by that 
nobleman, and the other by the celebrated M. de Buffon, 
Director of the Academy, who anfwered it.— The former 
draws an exquifite portrait of M. Belloy, whom be fucceeds in 
the academy, and who imprinted the fpirit of patriotifm upon 
all his dramatic produ&ions. This man kindled anew the 
flames of public fpirit in the hearts of his countrymen : he 
received the loudeft peals of applaufe when he appeared at the 
theatre. In his private chara&er, he was poflefled of greatnefs 
of mind, modefty, and many other amiable virtues ; and yet he 
was dying in want , and probably through want (as he was defti- 
tute of the fuccours which his cafe required) when the Duke 
of Duras, to whom, by chance, his mifery came to be known, 
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bro&gftfc Mm a purfe, in his expiring moments', from the pre- 
fect King of France, in whom the Monarch has not effaced the 
Mam The nobft Curator feetris alfo fond of comparing the 
French With the Athenians, and the fuppofed points of refem- 
bknee are, futility of manners^ thfe fp tr it of cufioJtty % tpdffhn for 
the arts, ancf the love of glory The dire&or of the Academy, 
Mi 1 , de Borrow, atifwered this difcourfe with his ufual elo- 
quence, ahd praifed the new member liberally as might be ex- 
peded'. Th£ chief objefls' of the eulogy, howtvfer, are the 
de xtCi ity of the Duke; as a negotiator, the fcrvices he ren- 
dered to tils country in that charader, during his Spanifii em- 
Baffy ; and his generous ads of charity to the poor Spaniards*. 
The reft of his difcourfe is more inftruflive: The Author re- 
commends a fpirit of toleration and concord to his brethren in 
literature, who, for fome time paft, have been pulling one 
inbtberYeyes out, and trartfporting into the republic of letters 
thofe courCTof inquifition-, and that fpirit of bigotry and per- 
fecution, that had been fd long and fo loudly complained of as 
infefting the (phere of theology. 

Theingcmous Academician having treated this fubjeft with 
that energy which is fo peculiar to his animated pen, takes 
occaSori, from the dramatic pieces of Mr. De Belloy, to throw 
out fome refiedidns on the ancient fables, which have been fo* 
often employed as the fubje&s of modern tragedies and epic 
aoetns, and to fhew that thefe illufion* having too long haunted 
Ouf theatres,* it is high time to exhibits new fet of obje£h» 
that concern us more neatly. He celebrates thofe dramatic and* 
epic poets who have brought modern a&ors upon the fcene; 
more particularly the Engllfh bards, who have taken their fub- 
jc£h from the hiftory of their country. 

At this fame meeting of the Academy, the Abbe De Lille 
(who rank* with the firft poets of the age, and futpaflcs the 
tranflators, perhaps, of all ages) read feveral pafiages of hia 
traitflation of the Fourth Book of the Eneid, which were re- 
ceived with the higheft marks of applaufe. 

The Eulogy of Bojfuet was afterwards read by Mr. B*ALEii- 
BftT, who in* this excellent* piece affumed, with the greateft 
dighity and cafe, the majeftlc tone and pathos of that lublime 
orator and hlftot i an. 

VI. The 17th and 18th volumes of the Hijloire de Bdt»EM-' 
fire: i. e. The HiJIofJ of the Lower Empire , by M.Lfc Bea.o, 
have been lately pubhfhedl They take in a period of 77 years* 
which extends froth the commencement of the reign of Mi- 
thael V. in 1041, to the end of that of AUxii Comhene in 1118* 
and contain the hiftory of thirteen fovereigns. The intertft- 
ing reign oLAlexis occupies entirely the latter of thefe volumes 
and a part of die preceding, and is compofed with fffcrit, ele- 
’ gance. 
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gtnce, and impartiality. Mr. Lb Beau has wifely (leered be* 
tween the extremes prefemed to as in- the panegyrical' hiflbry 
of this celebrated prince, written by his daughter atid 
the fattrical account given of him in after-times, by Father 
Matmbourg, who could not endure hint; becaufe he oppofed 
the intereft and' arras of the Crufadtn in the holy war. 

VII. Nouveau Di&ionnaire de Phyfurue & da Sciences Natu * 
rellesy &c. i. e. A New Dictionary of Natural Philofophy- and of 
Natural Science ; containing a general Hijhrf of Animals , Vege- 
tables , Minerals , and of all the Phenomena of Nature ; together with 
a Hiflory of the Phyfuo- Mathematical Sciences , and of whatever re * 
tales to Natural Philofphy and Natural Hiftory, 8vo. 2 Vols* 
By a Society. This is a very judicious compilation. 

VIII. Wetnuftnot, though it was a publication of the year 
1774, omit the mention of the incomparable work of Brigadier 

' Charles Guischard, to whom the King of Pruffia gave the 
name of Quintus Icilivs, who was Colonel of infantry in 
the fervice of thfct monarch, and Member of the Royal Aca- 
demy of Berlin, and of whom death has lately deprived thOro-i 
public of letters. The title of this work is c Memoires Critiques 
& Hijloriques fur plufteurs Point s cT Antiquites Mititatres y &c. i. e« 
Critical and tiiflorical Metnoirs on fever al Branches of Military An* 
trquities ; containing a circumjlantial tii/ldrp of the Campdigti of Ju* 
Bus Ctefary in Spam'y aguinfl the Lieutenants ofPompey\ with 'Re* 
flexions , Gf*. enriched with a great Number of Pldtes. Paris* 
4 V9IS. 4to. The lovers of literature, and of the military, 
art, will fihd folid inftruftfon, and efcgailt entertainment; ia 
theft valuable rrieitibirs. Befides wh&t is expte&d Sn the titles 
the Reader will find in the workm&ny curious illuftrations on 
the Roman ta£Ucs, the Rbm&n legions, a difiertation on the 
Kbman and Jtxlianf years, 1 the Ceflt of Julius Africanus tratw 
Bated, for thefirff time, from a Greek manufeript j andfeve* 
ra! other fobjefts. 

- IX; Ttaite de Id Diffohtim dn Metau *, Gfe. i. e. A Treats/* 
lanterning the D'tffblUiim'of Metak, by Mr. MonneT, member 
of feteral academies; in i2mo, 1775. Thik is the refute of a 
great 41 umber of Experiments made by the leaned and judicious 
Author upon metallic fubftances ; and it exhibits federal affhii* 
tieSy and points of view; that muft 1 be^ confidered as new and 
important improvements of chemical feience. 

X.^ tftft&ri des Campagnes de M.l de Mailleboh en Itality &e» 
u tl ffl/lety of the Campaigns ofthi Mbrjbal de MttHtibots in Itaty 
Aaphfcjbt tbbri 1745 and 1746, in 2 VoIS. 4to. dedicated to 
tbi KfAgf try thE Marquis de P£sat; This is the young and 
iiobfc Author to whom we were foroterly- indebted for two ele* 

S Qt produdiossV entitled. Let Soities Hehetiermes , and Les Ta+ 
dux, in which <Mre are fweet deferiptions of tend feeneaj 

rural 
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rural occupations, and tender feelings. It is a rude tranfitioii 
to proceed from thence to the horrid and barbarous noife of 
arms. However that may be, the prefent work is interefting, 
as there have been few military fcenes in which fo great a num- 
ber of crowned heads were immediately concerned. 

XI. Hiftoire des PlanUs d* la Guiane Fran f gij ir, &c. i. e. Hif* 
tory of the Plants that grow in tb$ French Colony of Guiamay or old 
Cayenne , arranged according to their Sexes and Genealogies by M. 
Fusee Aublet, 4 Vols. 4to, with Cuts. Printed at Paris. 
This Hiftory is the refult of the induftry and refearches of fe- 
veral years, which Mr. Aublet employed, with a degree of 
fuccefs anfwerable to his uncommon capacity and zeal in col- 
lecting botanical riches in the province of Cayenne; nor is 
this work confined to the bounds of the French colony. It 
takes in the plants found in other parts of the fouthern conti- 
nent of America, on the fea-coafts, and in the iflands. The 
genera and fpecies of the plants that are defcribed and engraven 
in this work, are now publilhed for the firft time, or if any of 
them have already appeared, it has been under the molt imper- 
fect reprefentations. The other fpecies , that are known and 
determined, are enumerated with their ufual names, and an in* 
dication of their form. Each article is terminated by an ac- 
count of the manner in which the different parts of each plant 
are employed by the different nations that inhabit the French 
Guiane, fuch as the Caribees % who are the natives, the Euro* 
feansy Africans y &c. 

All the descriptions and explications of the figures, which 
amount 10 400, are in Latin and French, in order to render 
the work more generally ufeful. We find alfo, at the end, of 
thefe defcrjptions, an interefting Memorial concerning the cul-* 
ture, preparation, fale, and ufes of coffee, vanelloes, the nut- 
meg-tree, and manihoty as alfo obfervations relative to natural 
hiftory and philofophy, which Mr. Aublet made during, hfs 
refidence at Cayenne, and the I£e of France; with an account 
of feveral particularities in the manners and cuftoms of the In- 
dians of Guiana, .among whom our Author lived feme time* 
We have alfo a valuable natural hiftory of this country, by 
Dr. Bancroft : fee Review, vol. xl. 

ITALY. 

Milan. 

XII. . The barbarifm of fcbolaftic jargon in metaphyiical 
fcience lofes its ground, and its blind authority, more and more 
every day upon the continent. It is, indeed, declining every 
where, except in the Romifh univerfities in Germ^iy and the 
Auftrian Netherlands. In Italy this philofophical reformation 
is pretty far advanced. The learned and ingenious Father 
Gerdil qf Turin bath contributed much to its progrefs. Another 

a learned 


Digitized by LiOOQle 


r 



.Foreion Correspondence. > 257^ 

learned profcflor has put his hand to this good work, in the follow* 
ing publication : Saggio Fikfofico, &c. Lock* s FJpty upon tbt Human 
TJnderJlanding, tranflated from the Abridgment of Dr. Wynne, and 
tUuflrated in an ample Commentary , by Father Francis Soave, 
Profcflor of Moral Philofophy in the Royal College cf Brera. 
Tom. i. 1775. — The large additions with which Father 
Soave has enriched this tranflation, are valuable and important, 
and are comprifed under the following heads. — 1. An Analyfis 
of the Human Underftanding, in which there are fome in- 
terefting difeoveries relative to fenfation in general, as alfo to 
attention and reflexion . — 2. An explication of the Manner by 
which we Come to know the exiflence of External ObieXs.— 
3. Reflexions on the Wcaknefs of InftinX.— 4. An Explica- 
tion of Reminifcence or Memory, f. e. of the manner bow, upon 
the repetition or renewal of an impreflion, the mind becomes 
fenfible that it felt formerly that impreflion. — 5. An Analyfis 
Of the terms Beautiful and Good 9 in which the true fignification of - 
thefe terms, and the origin of the notions that correfpond with 
them, are afeertained. — 6. An Explication of the Phenomenon 
of Dreaming ; of the cafes of thofe who fptak and walk in their 
Deep, and alfo of tbofc that are delirious. — 7. An Analyfis. of 
the Paffions.— 8. Remarks upon the Utility of Language and 
the inconveniencies that refult from the inaccuracy and abufe of 
Terms. — 9. An eafy Method of forming an univerfal Algebra, 
or an Univerfal Language by CharaXers. — 10. Obfervations on 
Analytic and Synthetic Procedures, and their refpcXive advantages* 
-—This work will be comprifed in three volumes 8vo, of which 
the fiift only has appeared. When the two remaining ones are 
publflhed, we (hall give an account of any thing new or parti- 
cular that may be exhibited in the Philofophical Syftem of this 
author. 

XIII. Jqfimeeanica , 8cc. i. e. A Treatife concerning Natural 
and Mechanical Remedies, by M. Ant. Ariooni, M. D. 

2 Vols. 8vo. Printed at Lodi, 1775* In the fifft of the three 
parts which compofe this work, the author lays down the Regi- 
men preferibed to Man by Nature, in order to the prefervation 
of health, {n the 2d, he confiders the phyfical efFeXs of Riding, 
EleXricity, Mufic, Bathing, &c. and in the 3d, communicates 
a lift of Natural and Mechanical Remedies, that have been 
recommended by the moft celebrated Phyficians, ancient and 
modern. 

XIV. Efemeridi Aftronomkhe per F Anno 1775, calcotate per 
meridiano di Milano dall ab Angelo de Cefaris. Cum aggicenta 
di altri opufeuli, 8vo, with cuts. i. e. Ephemeris , or A/ironomical 
Tables calculated for the Meridian of Milan, by the Abbot Angelo de 
Cefaris . . The obfervatory of Milan, which was ereXed under 
thedireXion of Father (now Mr.) Bofcovick, in 1765, is under 

Rev. Sept. 1775. S tha 
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the infpe&ion of Mcfirs. La Grange, de Cefaris, and Reggio , who* 
befides their conftant obfervations, have determined to puMifli 
an annua] volume after the example of the obfervatories of 
Paris, Berlin, Vienna, Bologne, &c. with Aftronomical Pieces, 
that may tend to advance the reputation bf their obfervatory. 
In the volume now before us, we find a Memoir in Frencn, 
concerning theOppfition of Saturn , in 1 773, with the confcquences 
dedudble from it, by Mr. La Grange ; another, in Italian, 
by Mr. Reggio, concerning the appearances of Saturn’s Ring, 
in the years 1773 and 1774, & c. 

Rome* 

XV. Deile Origine e delie Regole della Maftea , & c. i.'e. 
A Treatife concerning the Origin and Rules of Mafic ; together with 
the Hijlory of its progrefs, decline , and reparation, by the AbbbC 
Eximeno, 4to.— This is a produ&ion of the firft rate, with 
refpeft to true tafte, extenfive learning, and philofophical difetifi- 
fion, as far as thefe three kinds of merit are applicable to the 
fubjed in queftion ; and this fubjed, no doubt, is fufceptible bf 
them in a very high degree. — The ingenious author, after hathtg 
given, in his introduction, exa£t definitions of all the technical 
terms he employs in the cotirfe of this work, divides that wotk 
into two parts . — In the 1 ft, he examines the Syftems of ancient and 
modern Writers with refpeCl to Numerical proportions 5 (hews the 
abfurdity of regarding them as the true principles of mufical 
harmony , examines, with a mafterly fpirit of philofbphital criti- 
cifm, the three celebrated theories of mufic, given by Euler 9 
Martini, and Rameaux , lays down the firft principles of mufic 
(whofe great objeCt is melody, and whofe fecondary orte, ac- 
cording to him, is harmony) and preferibes a method for the 
ftudy of compofition, which is founded in the nature of things. 
Such are the contents of the ift part of this work, which is di- 
vided into four books, and fubdivided into a great number of 
chapters. — In the 2d part, which is composed of three books, 
the learned Abbot treats of the progrefs of Mufic among the 
Greeks, of its decline in the barbarous ages, and its fetiov&tfhn 
fince the commencement of the i6th century, and poihts dut 
conftantly, as he proceeds, the connexion between the mufic, 
the language, and manners of a nation. 

Modena. 

XVI. F. troili has publiftied thefecond volume of his grtat 
work, comprehending a univerfal fyftem of philofophy, u rider 
the following title : Philofopbia TJniverfa Jnjlitutiones , altero ah 
Ateflia Bibliotheca Prefeflis conferipta . The hiftory and utility 
of artificial logic, ideas considered in their origin, properties, 
connexion with their objcdls, in the figns which exprefs them, 
the origin of languages and writing, — are the fubje&s of this 
volume, 

Florence. 
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Florence, 

XVII. The learned Abbe Fontana, fuperintendant of the 
Grand D t uke of Tufcany's cabinet or collection of curioficies 
and i(iftrumer.ts relative to natural philofophy and mathematical 
icience, has publilbed, in 4 to, the firft volume of an intereftir.gand 
valuable work, entitled, Ricercbe filofofuhe fopra la fifica animate, 
&c. i. e. PbUcfophical Inquiries into Ani?nal Nature , or the natural 
_ Principles of animal Life and Motion. This ingenitft Au- 
thor publilhed, at Lucca, feme years ago, a Latin diflertation on 
the laws of mufcular irritability , which is re-publifhed in Italian 
at the beginning of this volume, and illuftrates the principles 
on which the prefen t work is founded. That the nervous fluid 
cannot be the efficient caufe of mufcular motion, and that irri- 
tability is the only principle of life and motion in the bodies of 
animals, are the principal things that are explained Aid proved 
.in this firft volume, which is to be followed by four more. 

Padua.. 

XVIII. The Abbot Cesarotti has tranflated, fromtheGreek 
into Italian, the works of Demofthenes ; and has enriched his 
tranflaiion with notes and obfervations, which explain with pre- 
cifion, perfpicuity, and tafte, the Grecian cuftoms and anti* 
quities. This tyanflation is highly efteemed. The Author of 
it has placed, at the head of the firft volume, a tranilation of 
the excellent hiftorical preface, which De Tourreil prefixed to 
his French tranilation of the orations of Demofthenes ; and the 
fecond volume is terminated by an biflorical fummary of the flale 
of Athens, from the death of Demaflbenes to tbs conquefl cf Mahomet • 
GERMANY and the N O R T H. 

Petersburg. 

XIX. The hiftories of Ruffia hitherto publilhed are all pal- 
. pably defe&ive in many refpedls, and fome memoirs of modern 

revolutions and recent tranfaftions are the only authentic and 
jnterefting accounts we have of that vaft empire. Prince Mi- 
chaelo Schtschrabatcw has fupplied thisdefeQ in northern 
literature, by compofing an Hiflory of Rujfia , from the rnofl remote 
period, which has been received with the greateft applaufe, and 
will foon appear tranflated into various languages. 

Vienna. 

XX. We muft not think that Profeflfor Anthony de 
Haen, though he wrote an odd book upon magic *, is a phy- 
fician of no merit or reputation ; for the contrary is true. He 

. communicated much inftru&ion to the medical public in a 
feries of volumes De Ratione Medendi, i. e. On the Method or 
Art of Healing , which appeared fucceffively during feveral years. 

# See our lad Appendix. 
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Tbcfc were the refult of his praXice in the hofpitals, and upon 
the perfon of her Imperial Majcfty, to whom he is both Phy- 
fician and Counfellor : they contained alfo the fum and fub- 
ftance of his Academical LeXures. When this work was 
brought to a conclufion, the learned Profeffor renewed his 
labours in a Supplement, which he calls Ratio Medendi Con - 
tin' The 2d volume of this Supplement is now before us 5 
it w^long in coming, but it was welcome, as it brought us a 
virtual recantation of all the narrow, abfurd, medico monajlic re- 
flexions with which Profeffor De Haen had been befpattering 
Inoculation for many years, in Differtations and Effays with- 
out number. The firfl part of this volume is entirely taken up 
with Obfervations * on the Small Pox 5 and the fecond treats of 
Pathology. In the tft part, after confidering the refpeXive 
nature and qualities of the artificial and natural Small Pox, the 
Profeffor of Vienna acknowledges, that if conscience (1. /. mo- 
naftic conscience) would permit us to inoculate, we ought not 
to hefitate about the ufe of this prefervative againff the fatal 
effeXs of a pcftiiential difordcr. This is a great change ; — the 
Phyfician is gained over to Inoculation, — but the Cafuift cannot 
adopt it: Humanity and Reafon fay yes $ Religion (that is 
our Profeffor’s religion) feems ftill to fay no ; but what fort of 
religion muff that be, which raifes its grim and ghaftly head 
againff the truly facred diXates of reafon and humanity f 
L E 1 p s 1 c. 

XXI. It is certainly one of the boldeft affertions that can be 
made in the fphere of facred crmcifm and philology, to maintain 
that there 1*9 not a fingle paffage in the New Tefhtnent that has 
any relation to the errors of the Gnojlicks , and that thefe here- 
tics were poftcrior to the times of the Apoftles : this opinion, 
however, is adopted and fupported with great learning and cri- 
tical fagacity in the following treatife, C. C. Tittmanni, 
A . M. iff Longo Salijpe ad D. Bonif. Ecclefiafta Traftatus di 
Vefigiis GnoJlic:rum in Novo Tejl ament 0 FRUSTRA quafttis ; 8vO. 
— If this learned writer has reafon on his fide, what a reforma- 
tion muff be made in the Commentaries on the New Tcftament, 
particularly on the epiffles of St. Paul and $/. John f 

Gottingen. 

XXII. The pofthumous works of the learned Tobias 
&Aayer, one of the moft eminent Aftronomcrs of this age, 
rouft be an acceptable prefent to the republic of letters. It is 
therefore with pleafure that we inform our Tenders of the pub- 
lication of the lit volume of thefe valuable produXions, ofwhicb 


• See our laft Appendix. 
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Pro fcflor Litchtenberg is the editor, and which bears the follow* 
ing title; Tobiae Mayeri, in Univerfitaie Lift. Coiling, qum • 
dam Prof efforts ae SR. Scient . Sodalis Ajlrcncmi celebnrimi Opera 
iruditOy vol. i. Edidit & Objervationum Appendicem adjecity G. Ch. 
Lich ten berg. Prof. Pbilofophia & Sec. R. Sc S.dal. 4to, with 
cuts. 1775. 

Berlin. 

XXIII. Here has appeared the ProfpeftuSy or Plan, of a mag- 
nificent Work, which is to be printed by Sul frription, and of 
which the title is as follows ; MedaiUes fur Its principaux Event- 
mens de la Maifen de Brandcnbourg , Lfc. 1. e. Med As relative to the 
principal Events in the Iloufe of Btfindenhurgy from the time of 
P rederickfWilliamy fur named the Grand Elector, to that of Frederick 
the Great , Third King of Pruffia , with an hijlorical Explication 
of every thing relating to the Events which theje Medals were de - 
figned to tranfmit to pojlerity. All the advantages attending a 
Medalhc Hiltory, are ingenioufly fet forth in this Projpeftus » 
The work is undertaken by a Colonel of Engineers, in the fer- 
vice of his Pruifian Majefty : it will be publifhed in a large 
Quarto form, to clafs with the Memoirs of the Ploufe of fcranden- 
burgh ; and will contain 300 Medals, feveral Copper-plates 
analogous to the fubje£t, and the bufts of f ar Princes, whofe 
reigns have been peculiarly diftinguifhed in the lifts of Fame. 
Utrecht. 

XXIV. The very learned Profeffor Saxius has publifhed the 
ill part of a work, which will certainly be a very important 
repertory of ufeful knowledge to ftudents and men of let- 
ters, and will do great honour to his induftry and erudition. 
Its title is, ChriStophori Saxi Onomajlicon Literarium y five 
tiomenclator Hifiorico-Criticus , &c. i. e. A Literary Diftioriarjy or 
an Hijlorical and Critical Nomenclature of the mojl eminent Writers 
of every Age and Nation , and in every branch of Literature and Phi - 
lofopbyy as alfo of the mofi ulebrated Monuments* from the beginning 
of the World to the prefint time , in a Chronological Order , 8vo. 
J775. — Though thi9 be publifhed, as the fecond edition of a 
work that the learned ProfefTor formerly gave under the fame 
title ; yet the additions and coric&ions ate fo many and fo im- 
portant, that this Nomenclature , in its prefent form, may be 
really confidered as a new work. This firft volume brings 
down the work to Gelajius, Bifhop of Czefarea in Bithynia ; that 
is, to the year of Chrjit 476, 
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MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 

For SEPTEMBER, 1775. 
Poetical. 

Art. 14. The Vindication of Innocence ; ad Elegiac Poem, facred 
to the Memory of her Majefty Caroline Matilda, late Queen of 
Denmark. 4to. 1 5. 6 d. Bew. 1775. 

T H E Author of this poem feems to have had Something on the 
(locks concerning America, but the death of the Queen of 
Denmark intervening, he very dexterouily turns his face from Bolton 
to Zell ; and referres the Colonies for a future day : 

To caufe a revolution iq the ftate, 

Though wretched, innocent Matilda fell ; 

Perhaps the fun to illegitimate, 

» The royal mother was exil’d to Zell. 

Such are his drains ! 

Art. 15. The Land of Liberty ; an allegorical Poem, in the 
manner of Spenfer, in TwoCantoes, dedicated to the People of 
Great Britain. 4to. as. 6 d. Davies. 1775. 

When the Author tells us that this poem was written at eighteen, 
he precludes every idea of criticifm. He adds, however, that he 
h^s been labouring the improvement of it thefe five years pad, and 
that it has likewife undergone the infpc&ion of his friends ; but 
they (hould have guarded him, or he (hould have guarded bimfelf 
againft fuch drange expredion s as 4 murder him alive/ and fuch 
jingles as 4 deck’d each feene with (ilver fneen,’ and againd Spcnfer’s 
fores and vomits, and the like indelicacies of expredion, which never 
fail to difgud a modern Reader. — Indeed, the very (lanz* of Spenfer 
is now found to be heavy and monotonous, and is almod wholly 
out of reputation. Bebde the above exceptionable matters, this 
poem, in general, (hews fo much want of art, and fo common a 
fancy, that the perufal afforded us little or no fatisfa&ion. 

Art. j6. Poems , by Mrs. Robinfon. Small 8vo. as. 6d. fewed. 
Parker. 1775. 

Though Mrs. Robinfon is by no means an Aikin or a More, die 
femetimes expredes he rfelf decently enough on her fubject : 

In your own power alone it lies, 

To blend this life with joy, or care. 

Ambition’s idle claim defpife. 

Think yourfelf happy ; — and yon are. 

Art. 17. The Odes of Sir Charles Hanhury Williams , Knight of 
the Bath. 2 8. 6d. i2mo. Vanden burgh. 1779. 

This is a very bad and incorred edition of the witty Knight’s lewd 
poems — The pnblifher has, moreover, paid fo little regard to de* 
cency in his (election, that he ought, by an order of the police, to 
be deprived of the ufe and comfort of breeches, daring the remain- 
der of his life. 

Art. 18. A Collection of Poem 9 on divine and moral Subjects , fe- 
leded fio.n various Authors, by William Giles. 8vo. 3 s, 
Buckland. 1 7 7 5 • 

The Editor of thefe poems deferves a better fate ; for he praya 
that 4 they may Be inllrumental in the fpread • of religion and viiv 

* A phraie much ufed by the DilTentcrs, 

tut.’ 
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tut/ .The coUe£fcioo is made from various authors, as the tide-page 
imports; but a much better of the kind might have been put .to- 
gether ; and what tke Compiler has contributed from his own Hock, 
does not enhance the value of jus volume. Yet we dare fay he 
thought the following a lucky hit : 

On feeing a Group of Trees • 

Faint emblem that of Eden’s happy (hade. 

For pared love and contemplation made : 

Where facred goodnefs manifeft began 
To ihine diltiuguiih'd in the creature mao* 

Where Evil firft of Innocence took place. 

And, but for Chriit, had damn’d a ruin’d race* 

AU that can be inferred from this, is, that Eden was a much more 
diamn’d place than this group of trees. 

Art, 19, The State of Man% h^re atfd hereafter , confidered ; in 
Three Epiftles to a Friend. izmo. 6d. Briltol printed. 1774, 
The Author, iu.a note* tells us, * the Efty of Man abounds with 
ip many deyout firings of piety that nothing fee ms wanting but a 
sport perfpicuous difpiay of evangelical truth.’ This grand defidera* 
/«« be undertakes to fopply, and adds that thefe E pi dies were labo - 
ripufij dffigned for that purpofe, fetting, at the fame time, as he very 
well may, the critics at defiance ! 

Thick clouds of fmoke the Shechinah conceal’d, 
Tbeheav'ns refounded, ?nd mountain reel'd ! 

Art, ao. Poems on fevpral SubjeQs. By E. Rack. Small 8/0. 

2 3 . Richardfon. 1 775 . 

This is a decent collection of moral and deferiptive poems, in 
which there are many verfes that ao indifferent poet might writer 
and many of which a good poet would not be afhamed. 

Ait. 21. Poems, coonfting of Indian Odes, and Mifcel Igneous 
Pieces. By William Baglhaw Stevens, Demy of Magdalen Col- 
lege, Oxford. 4to. 5 s. Fletcher. 1775. 

Thefe Indian Odes are tolerably fpirited and poetical ; affeCting, 
though greatly inferior, the manner of Gray’s Cambrian Odes. The 
mifcellaueoufl pieces are lefs worth attending to , . 

Art. at. The Song of Solomon paraphrased-, with an Introduc- 
tion, containing fome Remarks on a late new Tranflation of this 
facred Poem ; alfo a Commentary and Notes, critical and practi- 
cal, written in the year 1769. 8vo. 2 s. 6d. H*y. • 77 S\ , 

Rhapfody upon rhapfody ! conjectures upon conjunctions copulative! 
Art. 23. Perfes to the Right Hon. John Wilkes, Lord-Mayor. 
By W. Sharp f, jun. 4(0, 1 s. Dilly. 

One of thofe numerous, unheeded productions, which time is 
daily configning to oblivion. 

Dramatic. 

Art. 2A. The Mercantile Lovers ; a Dramatic Satire ; performed 
at the Theatre Royal, York. By George Wallis. 1 s. 6d. 

Johnfon. 1775. 

We hope Mr. George Wallis has left no honed and reputable 
4t calling for t his idle trftdc , n — If he has been fo indifcreec, h 6 

+ Of the Me of Wight. 

& 4 would 
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would do well to take a benevolent hint, from entire ftrangera (who 
know nothing of him but from his writings) and quit an hopelefa 
purfuit,*— in which he mud be for ever unfuccefsfuL He Teems, 
indeed, to have totally mi (taken his talents : fee, alfo, his “ June* 
naliad” Review for March, 1774, and his “ Perjury," Rev, June, 
in the fame year. 

Art. 25. The Dutchman ; a Mufical Entertainment. By Thomas 
Bridges, £fq; Author of Homer in Burle/que* 8vo. is. Lowndes. 
* 775 * 

Calculated for Sadler's Wells, but, by fome miftake (as we fop- 
pefe) aded at the Theatre Royal in the Hay-market. 

Miscellaneous. 

Art. 26. Schemes offered for the Perufai and Conjideration of the 
Legijlature , Freeholders , and Public in general : Shewing the many 
Evils that might be prevented, and the Good that would accrue 
to the Public, were they improved, and enaded into Laws. By 
C. Varlo, Efq. 8vo. 3 s. Chapman, Bcw, &c. 1775. 

Prefixed to this work is a Card, in which the Author prefents 
bis cpmpHments to the Editors of the Monthly Review for Jan. 1779, 
and owns 'himfelf obliged to them for their remarks upon his New 
Sydem of Hufbandry ; and fays, that he has taken tneir friendly 
advice, as to the reviling and retrenching its acknowledged re- 
dundance*, before it is put to prefs for a fifth edition. — <f As 
he is an entire firanger to them , and they to him (he adds) he is 
convinced, that (though anonymqus Writers) they may give honed 
fentiments without fee or reward, when criticifing upon other works, 
as they have done upon his." — In return for this acknowledgment of 
eur integrity, he has our thanks. 

The high price of provifions being the general complaint of the po- 
pulace, our Author endeavours to remove this complaint, in his fe- 
cond chapter, by (hewing that provifions are not, properly fpeaking, 
dear, but that [in truth] it is money that is cheap ; that, in fad, 
provifions are as plentiful now as ever ; nay more fo, than they were 
a thoufand years ago, when wheat was [only] one penny a peck, 
and beef one farthing a pound. At that time a man’s day labour 
was rated at a penny alfo ; fo that it was equal, whether a labourer 
took a penny, or a peck of wheat, for his day’s work ; and mw it 
is nearly equal whether he has eighteen- pence, or a peck of wheat, 
for his day’s work. ( There has been the fame graduaT rife in pro- 
vifions, as there has been a fall in the intered of money ; as one 
goes up, the ocher comes down ; but within the lad twenty or thirty 
years, the progrefs has been quicker, chiefly owing to our fuccefa 
in the la$e wars.’ 

Of all the fchemss hitherto fet on foot, for lowering the price of 
provifions, our Author, apprehending none looks fo plaufible as a 
general ad for inclofing commons ana wade lands ; has given thus 
plan of one for that purpofe, and another for limiting the fize of 
{arms to four hundred acres at the mod. Thefe deps, he thinks* 
would foon add one-fourth to the general flock of provifions, and 
ponfequently tend to lower the price. * For, as he very judiy ot*. 
fejrvcs, it is pad a contradidion, that the more wade barren land 
4&re is inclofcd and improved, the iporc dock and corn it will 
5 ; 
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raife : all which tends to plenty ; becaufe every article that keeps * 
nature alive, fprings from the earth ; confequently it ought to be 
our firft care to make her produce abundance/ 

Amongft his other fchemes, our Author propofes to punifti felons 
by keeping them confined, and making them work -he is a great 
advocate for q dog-ad • ; — and (hews the advantages that might rea-> 
fonably be expelled to arife from one ftandard of weights and mea- 
fares being eftablilhed throughout the nation. He is alfo almoft an 
cnthufiaft as to the benefits of broad-wheeled waggons, in levelling 
the roads ; if made to roll two within two, fo as to level eighteen 
inches on each fide. 

After fome fevere ftridures upon our prefect game-laws, hewiihes 
to have them all repealed ; and in lieu thereof propofes that game 
ihould be made private property, i. e. that every one who either rents 
or holds any quantity of land in his own hands, Ihould be intitled 
to all the game thereon ; in which cafe, he thinks, it would (hortly 
become as plentiful as barn-door fowl. — But though fuch a law 
would veft the property of the game in the tenant, yet the landlord 
ihould have full power to hunt and ihoot, at all proper feafons, as 
at prefenr. This would, probably, put a final Hop to poaching, as 
it would then be every landholder’s intereft to watch his wild, as well 
as his tame (lock f. 

Though fome of this Writer’s febemes are rather of the vifionary 
call, yet we think them, in general, worth attending to, as many 
ofeful hints may, undoubtedly, be drawn from what is here ad- 
vanced, for the benefit of fociety. 

Art. 27. An impartial and authentic Narrative cf the Battle fought 
on the ijtb ofJune % 1775, between his Britannic Majefty’s Troops 
and the Provincial Army, on Bunker’s Hill, near Charles Town 
in New England. With a true and faithful Account of the Offi- 
cers killed and wounded. To which are added, fome Remarks 
and Anecdotes which have not yet tranfpired. The Whole col- 
Idled and written on the Spot. By John Clarke, Firlt Lieutenant 
of Marines. 8vo. 1 s. Millan. 

Pilfers, in feveral refpeds, from the Gazette account. Time will 
ihew whether General Gage or Lieutenant Clarke will be accounted 
the better authority. 

Art* 28. The Trial of Jane Butterfield , for the wilful Minder 
of William Scawen, Efq; at the Affizes held at Croydon, for the . 
County of Surry, Aug. 19, 1 77 5 . Publilhed by Permiflion of 
the Judge. Fol. 2 8. 6d. Owen, &c. 

Authentic. 

Art. 29. A Letter to Mr. Sanxy , Surgeon in Eflex-ftreet, 
occafioned by his very fingular Conduit in the Profecution of Mifs 
Butterfield, Sec. Sc c. 8vo.' . 1 s. Kearfiy. 

A fevere inveltive again ft Mr. Sanxy. Tne Writer feems to think 
that Mr. S. had not fufficieqt reafou for fufpclting that Mifs B. had 
adminiftered poifon to Mr. Scawen, and that he had no good motive 
for the part he took in her profecution. Thole who attentively read 
the printed trial, will be beft enabled to judge of the propriety of 
Mr. Sanxy's conduit. 

1 See Review for January laft, p. 18. f Ibid. 

Art, 
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Art. 30, The JIM »f Count Strutnfee, late prime Miniftcr to 
• the King of Denmark. Tranflated from the DaniJh and German 
Originals. 8vo. 2 s. 6d. fewed. Waters, &e. 177$*. 

Genuine, carious, and equally intere&ing to the Panifh and the 
British Reader. 

Art. 31. Various Methods to prevent Fires in Houfes and Shippings 
and for preferring the Lives of People at Fires ; with an Account 
of remarkable Accidents by Fire in- different Parts of the World, 
ieleded hiftorically for the Space of one hundred and eight Years, 
to this prefent Period : Wherein the Negligence of Architect and 
Builders in conftruding Buildings in Town and Country, is pointed 
out : And (hewing that the Encouragement of Arts and Sciences 
is a public Benefit to thefe commercial I Hands. With Abltrads 
from the lail Ad of Parliament to regulate Buildings and prevent 
Fires in London. NecefTary to be known in all Families, from 
the loweft Peafant to the higheft Peer in the Realm. Approved 
by the Society of Arts, J^anufa&ures, and Commerce. 8vo. z s. 
Evans. 1775. 

A man who cannot write common Bnglifh, may yet be po&fted 
of uncommon fenfe ; but then he fhould call in the aid of language 
to convey his ideas. But this honeft illiterate foul, either conceived 
himfelf fufficient in both refpeds, (and really the language is fuitab]e 
to the matter) or he could find no one who would undertake the labour 
of arranging and exprefiing his thoughts. In truth, fuch a rambling in* 
coherent jumble of any thing that toft upper mo ft, is feidom feen ; but 
it may be hoped that the expence of printing twelve half fhocts of 
nonfenfe, will cure him of publifhing : for the itch of (cribbiing mtfft 
plague him fadly indeed, if he cannot keep his future refte&kms to 
himielf. 

Art. 32. Maris capricious, petulant, and tyrannical Conduit toward^ 
the irrational and inanimate Part of the Creation , inquired into and 
explained. Being the Conduiion of what the Author of an Eflay 
on the Depravity and Corruption of Hainan Nature, had to offer 
on that Subjed, By Thomas O'Brien Mac Mahon. Small 8you 
2 a. Riley, &c. 1775. 

For an idea of the literary abilities of Mr. Thomas O'Brien Mac- 
Mahon, fee our account of his EJfay on the Depravity , Sec. in the Re- 
view for January laft, p. 75. . 

Art. 33. A Dialogue in Two Converfations between a Gentleman 9 
a Pauper, and .bis Friend, intruded as an Anfwer to a Pamphlet,' 
publifhed by the Rev. Mr. Potter, entitled, Obfervations on the 
Poor Laws, on the prefent State of the Poor, and on Houfes of lndufiry. 
By Thomas Mendham, ofBriftoo, in Norfolk. 8vo. 1 a. Be w, 

£*• , 77S*. . . , 

Low and injudicious ! 

Art. 34. Sterne 9 s Letters to his Friends s on various Occafions. 
To which is added, his Hiftory of a Watch Coat, with explana- 
tory Notes. i2mo. 2 s. fewed. Kearfly. 1775. 

Contains twelve letters, aferibed, by the anonymous Editor, to 
Mr. Sterne, and one to him, from Dr. Euftacc, in America. Some 
of thefe have formerly appeared in the news papers, and thefe carry 
with them ftrong internal evidence of authenticity : of a few others, 

in 
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in this little collet ion, we have Tome doubts ; but in a cafe of this 
nature, it is impoflible to fpeak with certainty. The trad here' en- 
titled the “ Hiftory of a Watch Coat,” is faid, by the prefent Edi- 
tor, to have appeared about feven years ago, in the form of a 
pamphlet. It was, in fad, written by Sterne, about the year 1758 5 
and was printed, but fupprdfcd •. It is a piece of humour, much in 
Swift’s manner ; and was founded on a fquabble among the ceded* 
aftical dignitaries at York, about opening a patent, and putting in 
a new life. Its original title was, if we miftake not, A Political 
Romance . 

Art. 35. Memoirs of Guy Jolt, private Secretary to Cardinal it 

Rct% ; Claude Joli , Canon of Notre Dante ; and the Ducbefs de Ne* 

mours . Tranflated by Edward Taylor. i2ino; 3 Volf. 9s. 

fewed. Davies. 1775. 1 

The flrong recommendation given by Lord Chetlerfield, of the 
Cardinal de i^etz's Memoirs, feems to have revived that work from 
its late dormant date, and given it a new circulation. Soon after 
the pofthumous publication of his Lordfhip’s letters to his fon, (to 
whom he commended' the above-mentioned Memoirs, as one of the 
bed books that he knew of, for ‘ a young man to read and remem- 
ber/) we had a new edition of the Englifh tranflation + of De Retz ; 
—and as a fupplement to it, we have cow a tranflation of the Me- 
moirs of the two Jobs; together with thefe of the Dutchefs de 
Nemours ; all relative to the fame period of time, viz. the minority 
of Lewis XIV. A period which will long be celebrated for the Hate- 
intrigues, the court-revolutions, and the bloody civil war, with which 
it abounded. 

The Memoirs of that wild fon of ambition, De Retz, partake of the 
genius and difpofition of the Writer. They are unequal, but, in ge- 
nera), bold, free, animated, and pleafing. In many circumftances, 
neverthefefs, the Cardinal may, with all his franknefs, be naturally 
fuppofed to have written under the influence of felf-complacency . Ho 
hafd much to fay of himfelf ; and many failings to confefs ; which, 
indeed, he has done, with becoming appearance of candour ; yet. 
Hill, a min generally obferves great delicacy when he is blaming him - 
ftlf \ — Hence it is, that the Memoirs of Guy Joli, his Eminences 
Confidante and Secretary, form fodefirable a fupplement to thole of 
his mailer ; and are, in many inflances, fo proper and ufeful a com- 
mentary upon them. 

Job’s Meirioirs, indeed,, are more worthy of the public regard, as 
he wrote under no bias in favour of his mailer, whofe fervice he had 
quitted i it difgufl. It vfas, therefore, his bufinels, and his peculiar 
view, to undraw the curtain, wherever the Cardinal had made ufe 
of it, to veil and* bide thofe peculiar fa£ls and circumftances which 
he did not with to have too much expofed to the world. — If in any 
thing he is to be diflrufled, it is in his refentments * He appears to 
have thought himfelf ill ufed by the preference which his mailer, r 
length, gave to another confident ; and therefore, whenever he fpedrs 
of the Cardinal’s foibles, it will not be deemed very wonderful if lu? 
* nothing extenuates / and if he fhould, here and there, have ‘ put 


* Shandy was not, then, even in Embryo, 
t In four Volumes izmo. Printed for Bctket, &c. 

down 1 
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down* a word or two * in malice where is the wonder that a pro- 
voked Writer fhould do fo l 

Joli's book, in fait, whatever may be its defelts, has always been 
regarded as an authority, worthy of credit, by compilers, and by the 
hutorians of the times to which it relates. Voltaire acknowledges 
that it contains particulars which ought to be known ; at the fame 
time that, fpeaking oftheliyle in which it is written, and comparing 
it with that of the Cardinal’s own Memoirs, he pronounces it to be, 

4 what the Servant is to the M aster. * And in this, we agree with 
Mr. Voltaire. 

The following is the account which is given by his prefent Editor, 
in the preface ; and in which, as is ufual w ith Editors and Tranflators, 
the commendation of the original runs, perhaps, a little too high : 

4 Although M. Joli, the Author of thefe Memoirs, does not rank 
as the chief perfonage in the following feenes, yet he, nevertheless, 
is placed in to brilliant and fo diftinguUhed a point of view, that he, 
in fome fort, eclipfes the ludre of the principal character of the 
piece* Jn fail, he has the greatefl (hare in almoit every tranfaltion: 
it is he who gives the molt prudent advice, who iofpires the firmed 
resolutions, who forms the bed concerted proje&s, who devifes the 
mod decifive expedients, who propofes the mod Judicious concilia- 
tory meafures, and who fuccefsfully undertakes the mod delicate ne- 
gociations, and the mod difficult enterprises. On almod every oc- 
cafion, he appears to be difcreetly referved in his difeourfe, prudent/ 
in his conduit, enlightened in his determinations, fixed in his prin- 
ciples, fruitful in refources, bold in danger, and ltedfad in his re- 
folutions. There is diffufed, moreover, throughout his whole nar- 
rative, a fpiritof fin eerily which charms us. 

4 Thefe memoirs onght not to be confidered as a repetition of 
thofe of Cardinal de Retz. Although the matters related in both 
feero, at fird view, to be nearly fimilar, yet we obferve in the per- 
formance before us, a confiderable number of new incidents and cir- 
cumdances, which are either totally different, or are more explicitly 
recounted. Befides, M. Joli goes much farther, and gives an account 
of the tranfadlions of fevcral fucceffive years, of which no mention 
whatever is made in his Eminency’s Memoirs. It may even be afferted, 
that thofe additions form the mod curiou? part of the work ; be- 
caufe the domellic life, and the perfonal qualities of Cardinal de 
Retz, are therein laid open and exhibited in the cleared light. 

4 Several editions have been- publi died of the Memoirs of Joli. We 
have carefully compared them together, and have availed oarfelves of 
them to render this, which we now offer to the Public, more exalt 
and correct than any of thofe which have preceded it. 

4 1 he work compofcd by Guy Joli, one of the counfellors of the 
Chatelet, is followed by a narrative of the difputes between Cardinal 
de Retz and the court of France ; and which is extracted from a ma- 
nulcript hiltory, written by Claude Joli, one of the canons of 
Notre-Dame. This extrait the reader will find at the beginning of 
the third volume, which concludes with the Memoirs of the Dutchefs 
de Nemours.’ 

The preface is followed by an advertijoment , the Author of which 
obferves, that 4 no one was better qualified to undertake the talk of 
depicting the private lift and manners of Cardinal de Retz, as well as 
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of difcovering to ns the true fources of his public a&ions, than M. 
Guy Joli ; that the Cardinal placed an unlimited confidence in hit 
abilities and fidelity, and intruded him with the management of his 
moil important concerns; and that the condud of M. Joli, in all 
the various tranfadions in which he bore a part, fully juftified hit 
Eminency's choice.’ 

On the whole, Guy Job’s performance has undoubted merit, an 4 
is certainly a very entertaining work. We do not remember to have 
feen, any where, a truer, or more diverting account of the intrigues 
of a conclave, during a vacancy of the Holy See, than that which 
he has given, in a letter concerning what palled in the conclave 
wherein Alexander VII. was eleded Pope : even the Editor of the 
Cardinal’s Memoirs, who affeds to decry Jolt’s book, has thought it 
not beneath him to borrow this letter ; which, accordingly, we find 
annexed to the fourth volume of De Retz’s Memoirs, in the edition 
aforementioned, printed at London, in 1774. 

With refped to the tranfiation of the Memoirs of the two Jolis, 
and the Dutchefs de Nemours, we cannot pay it the Compliment due 
to elegance ; but it may pafs as tolerable, — c errors, excepted? 

Art. 36. The Trifier ; or a Ramble among the wilds of Fancy , the 

Works of Nature , and the Manners of Men, i2mo. 2 Vols. 6 s. 

Baldwin. 

Some readers of the Trifier, may perhaps think his manner nf 
writing an imitation of Sterne ; but he allures us, upon his honour, 
that it is no fuch thing. 

* That Stent (fays he) has ruined us all in this way of writing: 
we muft inevitably be called imitators : sod yet I’ll be hanged if I 
did not fay to my/elf Sec. juft as thefe exprefiions appear in this fecond 
chapter referred to, without ever once thinking of Sterne or his works. 
Why, how the devil am 1 to avoid this manner of writing, if, in my 
rambles, I am to deferibe the incidents which may occur ; particularly 
the conventions and opinions of men, as well as my own cogitations 
upon the whole — they <will fay — be nvill fay — and / /ball fay to nsyftlf 
—thefe exprefiions will be juft, and therefore natural. So theo it is 
nature I copy, and not you, Mr. Sterne — Be pleafed, Sir, to march 
off about your bufinefs— I declare politively, I will never Tee your 
face from the beginning of thefe rambles to the end.’ 

In thus exculpating himfelf from the difgraceful imputation of be- 
ing an imitator of that ft range genius , the Author is certainly right ; 
for we muft do him the juitice to. fay, that upon the moll careful 
examination of his work, we find no foundation for fufpicions of this 
nature. It is true, the Writer is immethodical, and purfues his ram- 
1 bles in all manner of curve lines ; but Sterne's originality did not 
confift in a want of method ; nor is this alone fufticieut to bring upon 
a man the odium of being his imitator. The Trifier makes ufe of 
the familiar and eafy, and even of the irregular and disjointed ftyle; 
and has inftruded his printer to make frequent ufe of breaks and 
dujbes : but that he might not incur the charge of imitation he has 
judicioufiy negle&ed to attend to the trifling circumftar.ces of clafiU 
cal purity in the choice, and harmony in the difpoiuion of his words. 
Id the midft of his wildeft and moil fportive cxcurlions, he often 
paufes, on a fudden, to make grave refiedlions : but left he ihould 
be thought in this to follow Mr. Sterne's method of writing, he is 

careful 
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careful tbit hit obfervations fhoold not be diftinguilbed bv philofo- 

S hical precifion or depth of thought. Laftly, like Sterne, tne Trifier 
at a confiderable (bare of that quality of writing, which the ladies 
call indelicacy : but, that even this might not feem an imitation, he 
has taken care to give it in its fimpleform, neither difguifed by art, 
nor blended with wit or humour. In the bold delineations of origi- 
nal characters; in the eafy application of true learning to the pur- 
pofes of philolophy, humour, or fatire, and in thofe pathetic touches 
which captivate the heart, the Trifier, having attempted nothing, 
will not be fufpeCted of imitation. — The Author may perhaps ima- 
. gine, that this apology for him is only meant to court his favour, and 
deprecate his threatened vengeance ; but we do ferioufly a flu re him 
that it is oar intention to vindicate him from the charge of imitation ; 
and that what we have written is from a real conviction that there is 
nothing in his. work trnly Shaudean. 

If we were not apprehenfive that the Writer would think us too 
, tame , we would add, that, although fome of his rambles appear to us 
to border upon nonfenfe, (particularly the chapter upon breakfaft, 
dinner, ana fupper,) and others to approach towards ribaldry, (more » 
efpecially the chapter upon honour) in feveral of them, be exhibits 
lively pictures of manners, makes fenfible and fprightly remarks, and 
fatinzes folly with much boldnefs, and with fome humour. 

Art. 37. A Brother's Advice to his Sifters. i2mo« 2s. 6d. 
Wilkie. 1775. 

In this fcribbling age, in which almoil every one who can read, 
thinks himfelf able to write-in which the feme ideas and modes of 
. expreflkm are repeated time after time, with all the variations which 
t the ingenuity of Authors or book-makers can fugged : it is no fmall 
gratification, efpecially to the reviewer, who is obliged by his pro- 
f iefiion to tread again and again the fame dull beaten track, to meet with 
. that which has any pretenfion to originality. Under this character we 
venture to introduce the prefent publication to our Readers’ notice. 
The Author, though fo cld fafhiooed as to write with ardor on the 
.fide of virtue, has yet no inconfiderable (hare of novelty in his cad 
. of thought and expreffion. His originality does not appear to have 
. been the efieCt of clofe thinking, or deep philofophical inveftigation, 
but to have refulted from the free exertion of fome (hare of native 
genius and good fenfe. The general air of the piece is light, fpor- 
tive, and irregplar ; and the Writer not unfrequently betrays an affec- 
tation of Angularity and oddity. He appears, however, capable of 
entertaining and inftruCting his readers in a manner very much his 
own: and if his future productions are permitted to pafs under the 
cenfure of improved judgment and correct tafle, he may probably 
dcfeive the character of a good writer on the fide cf good n e/s . 

The following fpecimen will at once (hew the Author's own ideas 
. and expectations concerning his work, and enable our readers to judge 
what fort of entertainment is to be expe&ed from it. 

* A prbpos of thefe fame men, women, and children, whom we 
collectively (lyle the world. Very little have I to fay to them — only, 

• perhaps, they may juft think proper to “ fpare the man they do not 
know.” As merrily as ever 1 can I will walk through them; and. 

. though they give me not very Often their good words, (till lefs fre- 
quently wilildeicrve their bad. Iu my profperity I will gladly feek 

them;. 
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item ; in my adverfity I am fure they will not trouble me. I will 
do my bell, and then the woril the world can do will never pain me* 
Of thefe pages they are to form their own opinions. Applaufe I 
look for none ; the fubjett indeed is npt of that nature. Thofe ufe- 
ful pens, which have, mod gallantly, and xnoft heroically, upon thdir 
laft flumps, ferved their country, nay Europe, nay pofterity, in de*- 
feribing the lufeious feenes of lafeivious love among rude Indians, pr 
in 'teaching young men how to acquire a little hundred of the graces 
by defiling the marriage bed — have left -but a poor gUanipg of praife 
for a pi at nc row qoill, whofe humble purpofe is Amply to dire# two 
innocent girls to the flowery path which leads to heaven. However* 
that I have fpent a few leifure hours upon this little bagatelle will 
be a future fource of plea fare to me, which no human blame fh$U 
leflen, no human praife increafe. Dearer to me (hall be the ppa 
with which I fcribbled it, than Cardinal Chigi’s was to him — and* 
fmall and trifling as it is, rather would I have written it, than the 
four hundred and ninety works of Varro, the four thoafand volumes 
of Dydimus the grammarian, or the fixthoufand treatifes of Origen. 
—Yes, my fillers — forgive the fond boaft, if indeed it be a boaft— but* 
moft aflbredly, with more genuine joy, morehome-f$lt fatisfadion, will 
my lingering foul take her fearful flight, in the hour of death, when 
(he (hall fmilingly look backupon this, at leafl, well intended trifle; than 
if fhe fhould blufli to acknowledge herfelf to be the infamous Author 
of any of thofe poifonous volumes under which the loaded (helves of 
the woman of fafhion, and the man of pleafute, groan and bend* 
Though my life be lefs notorioufly famous than the life of Fontaine, 
or of Rochefter, my death fhall be more pleafant, and confcience 
fhall not fend me out of the world, like Trivulce the Italian, with 

a drawn fword in my hand. It is my firm truft to die with no 

worfe crime upon my mind, than that of being a bad writer on tbt 
fide of goodne/s : and fhould I ever fcribble any things which deferve 
the name of works, repentance fhall not caufe me, as it caufed 
Cowley, to recommend the revifing of them to the care of a friend, 
with this particular obligation, to be fure not to let any thing pafs 
that may Jeem the lead offence to religion or to good manners ! for, 
I would, this inflant, fplit up my littU crow quill, could I fancy it 
ever capable of offending either againlt the one, or againflthe other. 
—Yes, my G • • * •, — Yes, my M # yes, my memories of the 
dear, departed woman who bore us 1 the fmiling remembrance of 
the happy time which I fpent in throwing thefe advices upon paper 
fhall be a future comfort, a reviving cordial, to my aking years: 
it fhall foften the fharpeft pang of forrow ; and footh the faddeft fick- 
nefs into flumber gently fhall it fmooth an eider-down “pillow for 
mine age; and fweetly fhall it brighten, for one extatic moment 
brighten, the fixing eye balls of death’s dark felf. — Little concern 
will it give me to hear from my bookfelier that only five or fix copies 
are fold ; nor very much fhall I grieve that but a fmall number of 
young ladies do me the inexpreflible honour to fmooth their tuckers 
and tneir ribbands in my book ; to make thread papers of it ; or to 
tear it into pieces, for papillots, or to make their thimbles fit. — Let 
but, the dear perfons, for whom it is written, derive either pleafure 
or profit from it ! and you fhall fee me fmile at what the world calls 
l fame* 
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Novels and Memoirs* 

Art. 39. The Tender Father. i2mo. 2 Vols. 6 s. Riley, 1775. 

In the firft fentence of this book, we meet with a refleftion, which 
is fo juft and feafbnable, and which, if generally attended to, may 
be fo exce^Hngly tifeful to the prefen t race of Novellids, and fave 
us fo many painful labours, that we cannot deny ourfelves the fatis- 
faction of recommending it to the particular notice of our Readers : 
44 As it is a general maxim, that any age or people may be judged 
of, and delineated in a great meafure from the books they produce, 
^fcow careful fhould men be, that they do not at the fame time dif- 
grace both themfelves and their country by unworthy performances.” 
This obfervation has more meaning in it, than the Author himfelf 
appears to be aware of : it implies, that for the credit of themfelves 
and their country. Authors fhould be careful, not only that the 
moral of their works be good, but that they be well written. If 
this Writer had paid a proper attention to his own rede&ion in its 
full extent, either the leveral dories, which are tacked together to 
2nake up a work, would have been more interefting,' the refie&ions 
would have been more driking, and the compofition more mafterly 
—or the work would not have been differed to make its appearance. 
Art. 40. The Daughter , or the Hiftory of Mifs Emilia Roy* 
lion, and Mifs Harriet Ayres ; in a feries of Letters. By the Au- 
thor of the Exemplary Mother. 1 2 mo. as. 6 d. fewed. Dodfley. 

This Novel is altered from one publifhed in the year 1762, under 
the title of Letters between Emilia and Harriet : fee Review, vol. xxvi. 
p. 1^4. The Author, perceiving many material defers in the ori- 
ginal work, particularly that the dory was too fimple to be very in- 
tereding, too concife to admit of much exemplification of character, 
and too much in the ufual drain of romantic love, to condodt the 
reader to the temple of troth, has attempted to improve both the 
plan and execution of the work ; endeavouring to draw a perfect pat- 
tern of filial obedience, and female delicacy, with a view to interdft 
the affedtions, modulate the padions, and mend the heart. By 
thefe alterations the moral of the work is doubtiefs improved ; but 
with refpedl to the compofition, wc dill do not think ourfelves autho- 
rifed to place it above the line of mediocrity, or to allow it a degree 
of merit equal to that of the Author’s later productions. The verfes 
which are occafionally introduced, arc fo imperfeft and profaic, that 
they are rather a blemiih chan an ornament to the work. 

Art. 41 • Adventures of Alonzo^ containing fome fir iking Anec- 
dotes of the prefent prime Minider of Portugal, i zmo. 2 Vols. 
t*. bound. Bew. 1775. 

The Author of this Novel has contrived to mix jud fo much po- 
litical anecdote and reflexion with his love tale, as to make it dull 
and tedious. It is one of thofe performances, which though it may 
not (hock the reader with glaring faults, will be read without emo- 
tion, and forgotten as foon as it is laid afide. 

Architecture. 

Art. 42. A Key to Civil Architecture ; or the Univerfal Brittle 
Builder. Containing the Principles and Properties of Building 
clearly dcraonllratedj &c. — The Manner and Method of meafunng 

aU 


Digitized by CjOOQie 


Monthly Catalogue, Mtdleal. Quackny. 27$ 

\ 

all the different Artificers 9 Works, as pra&ifed by the moil emi- 
nent Surveyors, with their Prices alfo, the Mailer’s Prices, 

a Schedule of Prices for Talk mailers, &c. &c. By Thomas 
Skaife, P. A. Carpenter and Joiner. Svo. 7 s. 6 d. bound. 
Baldwin. 1774* 

We have examined this work, and, as far as our knowledge of 
the fubjefl extends, we judge it to be of inferior value to Langley's 
London Prices” and, perhaps, other preceding /publications. It 
is ill digefted, ill written, and ill printed ; and we cannot help think- 
ing that the Author’s ignorance ought to hav 4 *checked his preemp- 
tion, fo far as to have prevented his troubling the public with fo 
crude a performance. But it has been faid that prefumption is the 
child of Ignorance, and has ever been beheld by her with the nfual 
partiality of fond and foolilh parents. If this be the cafe, we may 
fome time hence, have the mortification of perufing Mr. Skaife’s 
threatened “ Syftem of matters (in flore) never yet confidered by 
any ; and, in his own opinion, of the mod effential utility both to 
the architect, builder, gentleman, and private workman.” We have, 
however, the fatisfa^lion of learning that, “ in many of the topics,” 
Mr. Skaife will “ better his underdanding” by the 0 opinion” of his 
patron, “ Mr. Thomas Hardidy, carpenter and joiner in York,”— 
•* as it is well known that” Mr. Hardidy’s “ practical methods are 
at lead equal, if not fuperior to any of the prefent age.”— If Mr. 
Hardidy teaches to fpell, his afiidance may be of peculiar advantage 
to Mr. Skaife's future produdlions. 

Medical. 

Art. 43. Nymphomania ; or y a Dijjertatim concerning the Furor 
U/erinus , ($c. Written originally in French by M. D. T. De 
Bienville, M. D. and tranflated by Edward Sloane Wilmot, M.D. 
8vo. 3s. fewed. Bew. 1775. 

Neither the theory nor the pra&ice delivered in this performance 
have any fiiare of merit ; and we mud therefore regret that Dr. Ed- 
ward Sloane Wilmot (if a man of this name and defcription really 
exids) (hould have been fo regardlefs of his own reputation, and of 
public decency, as to promote an Englilh impredion of this worth- 
lefs prod u& ion. 

Q.U A C K E R Y. 

Art. 44. The Hijiory and Effefts of the Aloedurian Drops 5 an 
ancient Medicine ; for the Decay &of early Age, and ruined Con- 
ditutioos ; for Diforders of the Stomach ; and for Chronic Dif- 
eafei, which thence derive their origin. From the Papers of a 
Phyfician. Svo. 6d. Hawes, & c. 1774. 

Announces t|ie appearance of a formidable rival to Sir John Hill’s 
Tin&ure of Sage ; if it is not indeed providently calculated by the 
fame noble hand, to fucceed it quietly with all the advantages of 
novelty over a negle&ed fpecific. The virtues of fage were once 
blazed abroad for extending the duration of human life • ; but as 
no material alterations have fince been obferved in the Bills of Mor- 
tality, how can it be accounted for but by the infidelity of the de- 
fend, who have juilly fuffered for their obilinate contempt of the 
noble do&or’s extenfive philanthropy ? The prefent publication o£> 

• See Rev. vol. xxx. p. 2;i. 

Ta fen 
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fers an ingenious improvement that may probably be attended with 
more fuccefs, at leait with reference to the publifher ; in a medi- 
cine to fortify the body againff the decays of early age : as this 
will furely attract the notice of battered beaux and rake*, who may 
be fuppofed eagerly to catch at every draw held out to them to 
avoid drowning in thofe dangerous Teas of vice into which their 
own follies have plunged them. 

Religious and Controversial. 

Art. An Appeal to the Common Senfe of all Chrtflian People , 
more particularly the Members of the Church of England, with 
regard to an important Point of Faith and Practice, impofed upon 
their Confciences by Church Authority. By a Country Clergy- 
man, The Third Edition, with large Additions, umo. 2 s. 6d. 
fewed. Johnfon. 1775 - 

In the 7 th volume of our Review, we recommended to public at- 
tention, this judicious, candid, and well-meant performance. We 
obferved, that in 4 the important point of faith and practice’ here 
alluded to, the honour of the One Supreme God and Father op 
all, and the worihip we owe to Him, arc deeply concerned ; that 
it is a point to which none can be indifferent who feel any concern 
for the honour of our Church, the interefts of religion, or the purity 
of the Chriflian worihip; and that the Athanafian dodtrinc of 
the Trinity, and the worihip founded upon it, are fuch grofs infults 
on the common fen fe and reafon of mankind, fo exprefsly contra- 
dictory to the plaineil declarations of our Saviour and his apolUes, 
and fo foul a reproach to our eitabliihed Church, that it is juft matter 
of aftoni foment to the confiderate part of mankind, that no vigorous 
effort hath yet been made to wipe off fo glaring a ft&in from our 
ecclefiaffical conftitution. 

The prefent worthy and confcicntious Writer, it was farther ob- 
ferved, treats this fubjeCt in a clear, eafy, and natural manner, with- 
out introducing any of thofe fcholaftic dirtinCtions, or meraphy- 
Jical fubtleties which have fo often, though to little good purpofe, 
been made.ufeof, in the controversy concerning the Trinity; and 
which are feldom employed but by thofe who labour to confound, 
when they cannot convince. 

With refpt& to this third edition, the Author profefles to have 
corrected all the errors taken notice of by thofe who have Written 
again it the Appeal. Large additions are alfo made, particularly 
in the notes ; in which are comprifed a diftinCl reply to Mr Jones's 
u Letter to the Common People* in defence of the Atbanafian htrtjy, as 
Mr. Whifton ufually ffyled it. The principal objections brought 
againlt the Appeal, by Mr. Landon, are alfo properly noticed. 

Art. 46. The orthodox Dijfenting Minijhr* s Reafons for a farther 
Application to Parliament , for Relief in the Matter of Subfcription 
to the Articles of the Church of England. Addreffbd to his own 
and other Congregations, izmo 2d. Buck land, &c. 1775. 

A rational ana candid performance, containing more argument 
than much larger traits. The Author declares his foil aftent to the 
doctrines commonly accounted orthodox, or calviniftical ; and then 
affigns fome reafons which muff prevent his fubferibing the articles, 
or excite him cordially to join with others in an application for relief 
from this imposition. His reafons appear to us perfectly valid, and 
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we fhould fuppofe would be regarded in the Tame light by every an* 
prejudiced mind. 

Act. 47. A Preferoative from criminal Offences : Or, the Power 
of Godlinefs to conquer the reigning Vices of Senfuality and 
Profanenefs, Sec. To which is added, a fhort Office for the peni- 
tent Sinner, chiefly taken from the Book of Common Prayer. 
l2mo. is. Shrewlbury printed. London, fold by Longman. 1775. 
A plain practical addrefs to mankind, from one who appears to be 
really deflrous of contributing to their higheft intereft and happinefs. 
As a proof of this, the Author does not enter into nice diftin&ions, and 
amufe them with matters of fpeculation and difpute, but in a pious and 
folid flrain applies to the underftanding and the heart. We truly wiflt 
that his well-meant attempt, (as it appears to be) may have fome 
anfwerable influence on his readers : and may they be many ! 

S E R M O N S. 

L Preached in Lambeth Chapel, at the Confecration of the Right 
Rev. Richard Hurd, D. D. Lord difliop of Lichfield and Co- 
ventry ; and of the Right Rev. John Moore, D. D. Lord Bifhop 
of Bangor; Feb. 12, 1775- By Thomas Balguy, D: D. Arch- 
deacon of Winchefter. 410. 1 s. Davis. 1775* 

Such of our Readers as are acquainted with Dr. Balguy’s Sermon 
on Church Government, and with his Charge delivered to the 
Clergy of the Arch-deaconry of Winchefter, will eafily form a judg- 
ment of what might be expe&ed in the prefent Difcpurfe. It is con- 
duced, in general, upon the fame principles, and is written in the 
fame ingenious and plaufible, but, we muft add, indeciflve and un- 
fatisia&ory manner, which appears in the preceding publications. 
The Do&or ftill continues to confound ecclefiaftical and civil autho- 
rity, to a degree that tends more to perplex than to enlighten hit 
readers ; and is very ready to forget thofe peculiar obligations which 
lie upon a Proceftant chutch to maintain a facred regard to the legi- 
slative character of Chrift. In fome refpe&s, however, the Author 
is not altogether fo wild and bold in his pofitions, as he was in his 
former pieces. He does not now declare, that he u means to defend not 
only Popery, but Paganifm itfelf.” He does not now declare, that he 
means to defend every eftablifhed religion under heaven.’’ On the con* 
contrary, he hath exprefled himfelf in the following language, ‘ Are 
Chriftians toaffift at the rites of Paganifm f Are Proteftants to join in the 
facrificeof the mafs, in the worftup of images, in a blind fubje&ion to 
the decrees of the Pope ? Nothing, 1 hope, has beeft faid ; nothing, I 
am fure, was meant, which can warrant this conclufion. When thefe 
extreme cafes happen, we are to obey the evangelical precept, “ Come 
out of her, my people, that ye be not partakers of her fins, and that 
ye receive not of her plagues,” Rev. xviii. 4. 

It is with no little pleafure that we have perufed, and tranferibed, 
this virtual renunciation of the very exceptionable doftrinc which our 
Author had advanced in his Charge. 

JI. Preached before the Univerfity of Cambridge, May 29, 177$. 
By John Mainwaring, B. D. Fellow of St. John’s College. 4to, 
is. Beecroft. 177c. 

This Sermon is a valuable addition to the fenfible and elegant dif- 
tourfes with which Mr. Mainwaring has heretofore obliged the Pub- 

, lie. 
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lie. Th* Author has delineated, with fpjrit tod judgment, the duM 
rafter of the times to which his fubjed leads him ; and, whilft he 
condemns the wild proceedings of the republican party, fhews a firm 
attachment to the principles of- conftitutional liberty. The'anniver- 
fary of the Reftoration, he confiders as capable of affording much in- 
ftrudion. It may ferve to awaken, both in prince and people, 44 An 
humble and deep fenfe of the errors to which they are liable, and of 
their equal fubjedion to the Supreme Ruler: of that particular ho- 
mage which they owe him for the greater and more fignal manifefta- 
tions of his mercy : and of the obligations they are under to promote, 
by every private and public encouragement, the interefts of religion* 
morality, and learning.” Under thefe three heads, Mr. Mainwaring 
has introduced a number of judicious remarks, in thecourfb of which 
he has done juftice tp the Revolution, and expofed that corrupt and 
mercenary fpirit, which he truly reprefents as more to be dreaded, 
than any formed defigns of any prince or minifter ; or, than all the 
powers of Europe, if combined againft us. 

The fermon is dedicated to Mr. Mafon, as the particular friend of 
the Author, and as approving the fentiments here delivered. 

HI. Chrift the QbjeQ of religious Adoration , and therefore , very 
God. Preached before the Uni verfity of Oxford, May 14, 1775. 
By George Horne, D. D. Prefident of St. Mary Magdalen Col- 
lege, and Chaplain in ordinary to his Majeily. 8vo. 6d. 
Rivington* 1775* 

The point that, of late, hath been chiefly infilled upon, by the 
advocates for the dollrine of the Trinity, is the worlhip of Chrifl ; 
and it is a fubjed of great importance ; which requires, perhaps,' 
on the Unitarian fide of the queflion, an ampler confideration than 
it has yet received. Among the defenders of the common fyftem, 
there is no one who is more zealous, or more able, than Dr. Horne. 
In thedifeourfe before us, he has collected and difplayed, with pecu- 
liar concifenefs and energy, the arguments from feripture, and a few 
of the early Fathers, in favour of the religious adoration of our 
blefied Saviour. If our Author’s zeal had been tempered with a 
greater proportion of moderation and charity, we fhould have been 
better pleated with his performance, 

IV. The Interefts of Truth and Virtue invariably purfued by Providence, 
in the Permifiion of Error and Vice — At Bafingftoke, June 8, 1775. 
At the Vifitation of Dr. Balguy, Archdeacon of Winchefter. By 
John Duncan, D D. Redor of South Warmborough , Hants . 8vo. 
6d. Cadell. ^ 177c. 

“ It muft needs be that offences come from which pafTage the judi- 
cious Preacher takes occafion to vindicate the conduit of Providence 
in the permifiion of error and vice, by evincing the moral benefit re- 
fulting from this divine conflitution. The argument is unqueftion- 
ably of great importance : and, though it has not novelty to recom- 
mend it, the Reader will find it dated and urged with peculiar ad* 
vantage. 4C Partial evil,” under the adminiltration of unerring 
wifdom, re&itude, and benevolence, is rendered productive of “ ge- 
neral good.” The interefts of truth and virtue are promoted, upon 
the whole, and in the final iffiie, by the permifiion even of atroci- 
ous crimes and pernicious errors. 44 The minds of men,” placed in 
a Rate of moral exercife and difeipline, 44 are alarmed by an actual 
6 ' fight 
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fight and feeling of the mifchievoos confequences of fin and faliehood, 
and thus excited to a more watchful and refolute purfuit of truth and 
virtue*’ 9 Obfervation and experience are certainly the beft monitors : 
t€ when by certain experience we fee, we Anew, we feel, the dreadful 
effelts of intemperance, ambition, avarice, envy, rage, revengeful* 
nefs, will not the fight, the knowledge, the feeliog of thefe effe&s 
excite in us an abhorrence of fuch excefles, with an infinitely greater 
force, than a mere mental contemplation of the mifchief we may 
judge them liable to occafion? The extreme wretchednefs attendant 
Opoh certain heinous crimes, though by the bleffing of God it' be no 
familiar objed in human life, is yet prefented to our minds, with 
fufHcient evidence, in all its fhapes of horror, to prompt us to keep 
the itrideft guard over every (Irong inclination of our hearts. If we 
had no experience of this wretchednefs, would it occur to our 
^thoughts that an evil heart and perverfe difpofition, though not im- 
mediately difplayed in outward ads, may be as odious in the fight 
of God, and as detrimental to all our hopes of happinefs, as if it 
had adually appeared in correfpondent adions?” Should Provi- 
dence interpole more frequently, to prevent every tempting oppor- 
tunity, or to difappoint the perpetration of htrocious crimes, the ex- 
ternal fate of the moral world might wear a Ihew of greater purity 
than it does at prefent. But would the internal, the real charaders 
of men be the better for it ? that is the queftion. The general de- 
pravity of the hearts of men remaining the fame, would not their 
cafe, upon the whole, be infinitely worfe, if, fecure of all ill confe- 
quences, they (hould indolently abandon the care, and lofe all fenfe 
of their fpiritual, or eternal interefts ? 91 Our Preacher next proceeds 
to examine the “ corruption of mankind, occafioned by the efta- 
blilhment of pernicious error.’ 1 He has happily illuflrated this part 
of the argument by a feries of pertinent fads in the hiftory of the 
Chriftian church from its firft plantation to the prefent time : and he 
(hews, how they have all conduced to infpire a love of truth, and a 
refolution to free the human mind from fpiritual bondage : from the 
whole argument he infers, that “ it is utterly inconfiftent with 
reafon, as well as religion,* from any prefent melancholy afped of 
things, to complain, or judge too haftily of the defigns of Provi- 
dence. It becomes us rather to reft a flu red, that the whole may in 
fad be reconciled with univerfal good nefs, and infinite wifdom: fo 
that every tranfient and partial evil (hould be conftantly regarded as 
preparatory to an event of permanent and impartial tendency to 
good.” 

Our Author doles his difcourle with refledions relative to the ex- 
pediency of a farther reformation of our excellent religious eflablilh- 
ment, which difcover a very laudable degree of liberality and candour* 
V. The prefence of Cbrift with his Church in every age and period of 
it, explained and proved — at Antrim, June 28, 1774. At a gene- 
ral Synod of the Proteilant Diffenting Minifters of the Prefbyterian 
Perfuafion in Ulfter. By William Campbell, of Armagh. 8vo # 
Belfaft, printed. 1774. 

A fen Able and plain difcourfe ; in which the pious and the rational 
are agreeably united. It traces briefly the Chriflian religion from 
ju early dawn, to the prefent period, and looks forward to its more 
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glorious triumph. In til it (hews the care of Providence over the 
Chriftian church, and the fulfilment of the promife of Chrift, Matt, 
xxviii. a©, which is the foundation of the iermon. It pleads very 
forcibly for religious liberty, and mutual forbearance among Chri* 
itians, and fets before us fome plain troths, which highly defervc to 
be carefully attended to. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

I F we rightly comprehend the meaning of our Berkfhire Correfpon- 
dent, Mr. J. W. who has fuggefted to us fome doubts with re* 
fjpe& to certain experiments of M. BufFon, on the ponderefity of fin ; 
nee our lad Appendix] he objects to Mr. Button’s inferences, on a 
fufpicion that the various ignited maffes of iron, &c. which feemed 
to have acquired an additional weight from the matter of fire intro- 
duced into them, might pofiibly caufe the bafon, in which they 
were depofited, to defcmd ; — not by an increafe of weight, but by 
beating and rarefying the beam, and confequently giving an addi- 
tional length and penun to the lever, on that particular fide of the 
axis of fufpenfion. 

In relating the fubdance of M. Button's experiments on this head, 
we could not avoid giving him credit, as an expeaimental philofo- 
pher, fo far as to take for granted that he had attended to every cir- 
cumftance that might eflentially influence the refult, in experiments 
of fuch delicacy. Though it 'Certainly is not incumbent on us to 
fupport the accuracy of M. Button’s experiments, we (hall obferve 
that it does not appear probable to us that he fhould overlook the 
circumflance mentioned by Mr. W. or that he fhould fufpend his 
heated matters fo near the beam, or keep them there fo long, as 
fenfibly to afleft and lengthen it by their heat — Beftdes, in his ex- 
periments made with glafs, the quantity feems to have been too fmall 
to have been capable of producing any fenfible error, from the caufe 
fuggeiled by our Correfpondent. 


We are obliged to Remembrancer for his information relative to 
a pamphlet “ which, in all probability, the Reviewers would never 
have heard of.” This Correfpondent is mifiaken in fuppofmg that 
the monofyllable nd is omitted in our left, p. 192, 1 . 1 1. It is now 
known who is the Author “ of that beautiful poem. The Country 
Justice and the Magazine to which our Correfpondent refers,was 
hot mifiaken. 


Mistake in our laft, viz. 

We matt plead guilty to the charge of manslaughter. The good 
Marauis of Mirabeau is (we are glad to fay it !) Sill living. Strike 
out the word latt % in the laft line of p. 168 of the Review for Auguih 

d* S. B.’s intelligence is very acceptable. 

**• Mr. C. Van Eugelin’s requefl will be complied with i q oof 
pext. /. 

ERRATUM in this Month, viz, 
f. 224, par. 2, 1 . 2, for Petrarch' e 9 read Petrarch. 
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Art. I. The Conflituiion of England , dr an Account of the Englijh G6~ 
'verxment ; in which it is compared with the Republican Form of G6~ 
nternment, and occafionally with the other Monarchies in Europe . ‘ By 
I. L. Dc Lolme, Advocate, Citizen of Geneva. 8vo. ioa. 6 d» 
boards. Kcarfly. 1775. 

T HE reputation of this bobk, the French original of which 
is known to many of oiir Readers, hath not been a little 
ihcreafed by the great charader given of it by the celebrated 
Junius. He fpeaks of it more than once with high encomium* 
and has recommended it to the Public as a performance, deep* 
folid, and ingenious. Nor is it Junius alone who hath pr'aifed 
it in the ftrongeft terms. It has been mentioned, with equal 
applaufe, by fome of the mod illuftrious members of the Bri- 
fcifh fenate j aihong whom, if we recoiled aright, may bd 
Reckoned the names of a (Camden and a Chatham. Thcfe cir- 
cumftances cannot fail of exciting the attention, and railing 
the expedation of thofe who have not read the original ; and! 
they will now have an opportunity of perufing Mr. De Lolme’* 
treatife with peculiar advantage. This Englilh edition of it 
tomes from the Author himfelf, and is not merely a tranfla- 
tion of his foimer pfodudbn, but prefents itfe^f to us much 
improved and enlarged. Three new chapters, including nearly ' 
an hundred pages, are added towards the clofe of the fecond 
book* and there are feveral considerable additions belide* 
which are interfperfed through the body of the work. 

Mr. De Lolme obferves, in the Introdudion, that he ii 
aware, that it will bfe deemed prefumptuouS in a man who has 
palTed the greateft part of his life out of England, to attempt a 
delineation of the Englilh government. But to this he anfwers* 
that, though a foreigner in England, yet as a native of a free 
country, he is no ftranger to thofe circumftancts which confti- 
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tutc or characterize Liberty ; and that even the great difpro- 
portion between the republic of which he is a member and in 
which he formed his principles, and the Britifh empire, has 
perhaps only contributed to facilitate his political inquiries. 
He fuggefts, likewife, that the very circumftance of his being 
a foreigner may of itfelf be attended, in this cafe, with a degree 
of advantage. ( The Englilh themfelves, adds our Author, 
(the obfervation cannot give them any offence) having their 
eyes open, as I may fay, upon their liberty, from their firft en- 
trance into life, are perhaps too much familiarized with its en- 
joyment, to inquire, with real concern, into its caufes. Hav- 
ing acquired pra&ical notions of their government, long before 
they have meditated on it, and thefe notions being (lowly and 
gradually imbibed, they at length behold it without any high 
degree of fenfibil.ty : and they feem to me, in this refpe<3, to 
be like the reclufe inhabitant of a palace, who is perhaps in 
the word fituation for attaining a complete idea of the whole, 

. and never experienced the ftriking effeft of its external ftruc- 
ture and elevation ; 6r, if you pleafe, like a man who, having 
always had a beautiful and extenfive fcene before his eyes, con- 
tinues for ever to view it with indifference. But a ftranger, 
beholding at once the various parts of a conftitution displayed 
before him, which, at the fame time that it carries liberty to 
its height, has guarded againft inconveniences feemingly in- 
evitable, beholding, in (hort, thofe things carried into execu- 
x tion, which he had ever regarded as more defirable, than pof- 
fible, he is (truck with a kind of admiration : and it is neceftary 
to be thus ftrongly affeded by objects, to be enabled to reach 
the general principle which regulates them/ 

The firft chapter of the firft book begins with treating on 
the caufes of the liberty of the Englifh nation, and the reafons 
of the difference between the goverhment of England and that 
of France. Mr. De Lolme is of opinion, that we have but 
vague and uncertain accounts of the government introduced by 
' the Anglo-Saxons ; that it appears to have had little more affi- 
nity wkh the prefent conftitution than the general relation, 
common to all the northern nations, of having a king and a 
body of nobility $ and that the real foundation of the Englifk 
conftitution is to be referred to the era of the conqueft. Thefe 
fentiments he endeavours to confirm in a note, the pofitions of 
which we do not entirely approve. However, we gram that a 
material change was, at the time of the conqueft, effeded in 
the government then exifting ; and that this change hath paved 
the way, in the iffue of things, for the eftablifhment of the 
prefent Englifh conftitution. 

Our Author makes fome judicious obfervations on the diffe- 
rent manner in which the feudal fyftem was eftablifhed ‘in 

Frknce, 
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France, and in England. The eftablifhment of the feudal fyf- 
tem was, in England, an immediate and fudJen confequence 
of that conqueft which introduced it. Befide, this conqueft 
was made by a prince who kept the greater part of his army 
in his own pay, and who was placed at the head of a people 
over whom he was hereditary fovereign : circumftances which 
gave a totally different turn to the government of that king- 
dom. — William aflumed the prerogative of impofing taxes: he 
inverted himfelf with the whole executive power of government. 
But what was of the greateft confequence, he arrogated to him- 
felf the moft extenfive judicial power in the eftablilhment of 
the court which was called Aula Regis ; a formidable tribunal 
which received appeals from all the courts of the oarons, and 
decided in the lart refort on the ertates, honours, and lives of 
the Barons themfelves ; and which, being wholly cortipofed of 
the great officers of the crown, removable at the King’s plea- 
fure, and having the King himfelf for prefident, held the firft 
nobleman in the kingdom under the fame controul as the meaneft 
fubje&. 

• Thus, continues our ingenious Writer, while the king- 
dom of France, in confequence of the flow and gradual forma- 
tion of the feudal government, found itfelf to be in the ifl'ue 
only a number of parts, Amply placed by each other, and with- 
out any reciprocal adherence ; the kingdom of England, on the 
contrary, in confequence of the fudJen and violent introduction 
of the fame fyftem, became a compound of parts united by the 
ilrongeft ties ; and the regal authority, by the preflu re of its 
immenfe weight, confolidated the whole into one compact in- 
difloluble body. 

€ It is to this difference, in the original conflitution of 
France and England, that is, in the original power of their 
Kings, that we muft attribute the difference, fo little analogous 
to its caufe, of their prefent conrtitutions. It is this which 
furnifhes the folution of a problem, which, I muft confefs, for 
h long time perplexed me ; and explains the reafon why, of 
two neighbouring nations, fituated almoft under the fame cli- 
mate, and having one common origin, the one has attained the 
fummit of liberty, the other has gradually funk under the moft 
abfolute monarchy. 

4 In France, the royal authority wa$ indeed i neon fid e rabl e ; 
but this circumftance by no means favoured general liberty. 
The Lords were every thing ; and the bulk of the nation were 
accounted nothing. All thofe wars which were made on the 
King had not liberty for their objeft ; for of this their chiefs 
already enjoyed but too great a fhare : they were the mere effe£s 
of private ambition or caprice. The people did not engage in 
them as aflbclates in the fupport of a caufe common to all : 
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they were dragged, blindfold and like flaves, to the ftandard of 
their leaders. In the mean time, as the laws, by which their 
matters were vafTals, had no relation to thofe by which they 
were themfelves bound as fubjeds, the refinance, of which 
they were made the instruments, never produced any advanta- 
geous confequence, in their favour ; nor did it eftablifh any 
principle of freedom that could in any cafe be applicable to* 
them. 

* The inferior nobles, who (hared in the independence of 
the fuperior nobility, added alfo the cffeds of their own info- 
knce to the defpotifm of fo many fovereigns ; and the people, 
wearied out by their fufferings, and rendered defperate by op* 
predion, at times attempted, to revolt : but, being, parcelled out 
into fo many different dates, they never could agree, either on 
the nature of their complaint*, or the time of preferring them. 
The in fur regions, which ought to have been general, were 
only fucceffive and particular. In the mean time the Lords, 
uniting to avenge their common caufe as matters, fell with ir- 
refifttbie advantage on men who were thus divided. The 
people were feparately, and by dint of arms, brought back to 
their former yoke ; and liberty, that precious offspring which 
requires fo many favourable circumftances to fotter it, was every 
where ftifled in its birth. 

* At length, when by conquefts, by efeheats, or by treaties, 
the feveral provinces came to be united to the extenlive and con- 
tinually inCTcafing dominions of the monarch, they became fub- 
jedfo of their new matter, already trained to obedience. The 
few privileges, which the cities had been able to preferve, were 
little refpedted by afovereign who had himfelf entered into no* 
engagement to that purpofe; and, as the unions were made at 
different times, the King was always in a condition to over- 
whelm every new province that accrued to him, with the weight 
of all thofe he already poffefTed. 

4 As a farther confequence of this difference between the 
times of the unions % the feveral parts of the kingdom could en- 
tertain no views of affifting each other. When the one re- 
claimed its privileges, the other, long fince reduced to fubjec- 
tion, had already forgotten theirs. BeCde9^ thofe privileges, 
by rcafon of the difference in the governments under which the 
provinces had formerly been held, were alfo almoft every where 
different. The circumftances which happened in one places 
bore, of courfe, little affinity to thofe which fell out in another. 
The fpiric of union was loft, or rather had never exifted. Each 
province, reftrained within its particular bounds, only ferved* 
to inforce a general fubmiffion, and the fame caufes which had 
reduced that warlike fpirited nation to a yoke of fubje&ion, 
concurred alfo to keep them under it. 

♦ Thus 
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% Thus Liberty perched in France, becaufe it wanted a" fa* 
vourable culture and proper fituation. Planted, if I may fo 
exprefs myfelf, but juft beneath the furface, it prefently ex* 
panded, and fent forth fome large (hoots; but having taken no 
loot, \t was foo«v plucked up. In England, on the contrary, 
the feed lying at a great depth, and being covered with an enor- 
mous weight, feemed at firft to be fmothered ; but it vegetated 
with the greater force ; it imbibed a more rich and abundant 
nouriftiment ; its fap and juice became better affimilated, and 
it penetrated and filled up with its roots the whole body of the 
foil. It was the exceffive power of the King which made 
England free, becaufe it was this very excefs that gave rife to 
the fpirit of union, and of regulated refiftance. Poffefled of 
extenfive demefnes, the King beheld himfelf independent. 
Vefted with the mod formidable prerogatives, he crufhed at 
pleafum the mod powerful Barons in the realm. It was only 
by clofe and numerous confederacies, therefore, that thefe 
could refill his tyranny. They even were compelled to affo- 
ciate the people in them, and really to intereft them in the vin- 
dication of public liberty/ 

Mr. De Lolme goes on to point out the circumftances which 
led our anceftors to examine into the firll principles of fociety, 
and which occafioned the fpirit of liberty to defeend from the 
pofleffors of upper and inferior fiefs, to the freeman, and to the 
peafant* In confequence of the diffufion of this fpirit, the 
lord, the vaflal, the lower vaflal, all, at length, united a*:ainft 
the tyranny of the crown. They even implored the affiftance 
of the peafants and cottagers ; and the haughty averfion, with 
which all over the continent the nobility repaid the induftrious 
hands that fed them, was, in England, compelled to yield to 
the preffing neceffity of fetting bounds to the royal authority. 
The people, on the other hand, — inftru&ed by the example of 
their leaders, fpoke and llipulated conditions for themfelves. 
They infilled that, for the future, every individual (hould be 
entitled to the protection of the law : and thus thofe rights with 
which the Lords had ftrengthened themfelves, in order to op- 
pofe the tyranny of the crown, became a bulwark which was, 
in time, to reftrain their own., 

In the fecond chapter, our Author treats on another advan- 
tage England had over France ; which was, that it formed one 
undivided date : and here he obferves, that it was in the reign 
of Henry the Firft, about forty years after the conqueft, that 
We fee the above caufes begin to operate. This Prince not 
only ^litigated the rigour of the feudal law in favour of the 
Lords, bqt alfo annexed as a condition to the charter he 
granted, that the Lords (hould allow the fame freedom to their 
refpe&ive vaffals, Care was even taken to abolifh thofe laws 
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of the conqueror which lay heavieft on the loweft clafs of the 
people. * 

Under Henry the Second, liberty took a farther ftride; and 
the ancient trial by jury , a mode of procedure which is at pre- 
fent one of the moft valuable parts of the Englifh law, made 
again, though imperfe&ly, its appearance. But thefe caufes 
inanifcfted themfeives r at once, under the defpotic reign of 
King John. This Prince beheld a general confederacy formed 
againft him ; in which cafe it was highly and peculiarly advan- 
tageous to England that it was not, like France, an aggrega- 
tion of a number of different fovereignties. It formed but one 
Bate, and acknowledged but one matter, one general title. The 
fame laws, the fame kind of dependence, coniequently the fame 
notions, the fame interefts, prevailed throughout the whole. 
The extremities of the kingdom, at all times, united to give a 
check to the exertions of an unjuft power. — No fooner was the 
ftandard fet up againft John, than his very courtiers forfook 
him. In this fuuation, finding no part of his kingdom lefs ir- 
ritated againft him than another, having no detached province 
which he could engage in his defence, by promifes of pardon, 
or of particular conceflioni, he Was compelled to fubmit*himfe]f 
to the difpofal of his fubje&s; and he figned at Running Mead 
the Charter of the Foreft, together with the famous charter, 
which, from its fuperior and extenfive importance, is deno- 
minated Magna Charta . 

4 By the former, fays Mr. De Lolme, the moft tyrannical 
part of the foreft laws was abolithed ; and, by the latter, the 
rigour of the feudal laws was greatly mitigated in favour of 
the Lords. But this charter did not ftop there. Conditions 
were alfo ftipulated in favour of the numerous body of the 
people, who had united to obtain it, and who claimed, with 
fword in hand, a (hare in that fecurity it was meant to efta- 
blifh. It was hence inftituted by the great charter, that the 
fame fervices which were remitted in favour of the Barons, 
ihuuld be in like manner remitted in favour of all their vafials. 
This charter eftabMhed alfo an equality of weights and mea- 
fures throughout England. It exempted the merchants from 
arbitrary imports, and gave them liberty to enter and depart the 
kingdom at pleafure. It even extended to the loweft orders of 
the ftate, fince it enacted that the villain , or bondman, fliould 
not be fubjedt to the forfeiture of his implements of tillage. 
Laftly, by the twenty-ninth article of the fame charter, it was 
enacted, that no fubjed (hould be exiled, or in any (hape what- 
ever molefted, eithei in his perfon or efFefts, otherwife than 
by judgment of his peers, and according to the law of the 
|and : an article fo important, that it may be faid to compre- 
hend the whole end and defign of political focietie* \ and from 
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tbs* moment the Englifh would have been a free people, if 
there were not an immenfe diftarice between the making of 
laws, and the obferving of them. 

c But though this charter wanted mod of thofe fupports 
which were neceiTary to infure^ refped to it, though it did not 
fecure to the poor and friendlefs any fure and legal methods of 
obtaining the execution of it (provifions thefe which number- 
lefs tranfgrelBons a\one, could, in prncefs of time, point out) 
yet it was a prodigious advance towards the eftablifhment of 
public liberty. Inltead of the general maxims refpeding the 
rights of the people and the duties of the prince (maxims 
which ambition perpetually controverts, and fometimes 
even abfolutely denies) here was fubftituted a written law, 
that is, a truth admitted by all parties, which no longer re- 
quired the fupport of argument. The rights and privileges of 
the individual, as well in his perfon as in his property, were 
become fettled axioms. The great charter, at firft enaded 
with fo much folemnity, and afterwards confirmed at the be- 
ginning of every fuccecding reign, was, as it were, a general 
banner perpetually fet up for the uni >n of all clafles of the 
people ; and the foundation was laid, on which thofe equitable 
laws were to rife, which offer the fame affiftance to the poor 
and weak, as to the rich and powerful.’ 

The Author has fubjoined the following note : 

« The Reader, to be more fully convinced of the reality of 
the caufes to which the liberty of England has been here 
aferibed, as well as of the truth of the obfervations made at 
the fame time on the fituation of France, needs only to com- 
pare the great charter, fo extenfive in its provifions, and in 
which the Barons ftipulated in favour even of the bondman, 
with the treaty concluded between Lewis the Eleventh, and 
feveral of the Princes and Peers of France, intitleJ, " A 
Treaty made at St. Maur, between the Dukes of Normandy, 
Calabre, Bretagne, Bourbonnois, Auvergne, Nemours ; the 
Counts of Charolois, Armagnac, and Sc. Pol, and other Princes 
of France, rifen up in fupport of the public good, on the one 
part ; and King Lewis the Eleventh on the other, October 29, 4 
*4 65.” In this treaty, which was made in order to terminate 
a war which was called the War for the Public Good, (pro 
bopo publico) no provifion was made but concerning the parti- 
cular power of a few Lords. Not a word was inferted in favour 
of the people. This treaty may be feen at large in the Pieces 
Juflificatives annexed to the Jlaemoires de Philippe de Comines / 

We have tranferibed the preceding remarks, of bur fenfible 
Foreigner, upon the great Charter, with peculiar pleafure j bc- 
caufe we have feen, with concern, that fome of our own coun« 
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trymen have not had a proper conception of the value of that 
Charter. Obferving that moft of its ftipulitions related to the 
pofl'efl'ors of fiefs, they have been induced to think meanly of 
it ; without duly confidering the actual provifions it made in 
favour of the fubje$ in general, or attending to thofe prin- 
ciples of law and government contained in it, which, as cir- 
Cumfiances arofe, were calculated to operate for the benefit of 
the people at large. 

After curforily mentioning the long reign of Henry the Third, 
Mr. De Lolme hafters to the grand epoch of the reign of Ed- 
ward theFirtt; and does juftice to this epoch, on account of 
the improvement which was then made in the Englilh laws, 
the legal admtffion that was given to the deputies of towns and 
boroughs into parliament, and the ftatute which was ena&ed 
de Talcgh non conceeltndo . This was a moft important ftatute, 
which, in conjunction with Magna Chprta, forms the bafis of 
the Englilh confiituiion. As the great Charter was the bulwark 
that protected the fieedom of individuals, fo was the ftatute in 
queftion the engine which protected the Charter itfelf, and by 
tne help of which the Englilh were thenceforth to make legal 
Conquefts over the authority of the crown. 

At this period our Author flops, in order to take a diftant 
view, and contemplate the different profpedt which the reft of 
Europe then preftnted : and, having given an ingenious repre- 
fentation of the operation of the feudal fyft?m abroad, he adds^ 
* But in England, the kme feudal fyftcm, after having fud- 
denly brpken in like a flood, had depolited, and ftill continued 
to depofit, the noble feeds of the fpirit of liberty, union, and 
deliberate refiftance. So early as the times of Kdwatd, the tide 
was feen gradually to fubfide. The laws which protect the 
perfon and property of the individual, began to make their ap- 
pearance. That admirable conftitution, the relult of a three- 
fold power, infenfibly arofe; and the eye might even then dif- 
pover the verdant fummits of that fortunate region, which was 
deltined to be the feat of philofophy and liberty, which are in- 
separable companions/ 

Mr. De Lolme proceeds to flate the progrefs of the confti- 
fution, to th$ reigns of Henry the Seventh and Henry the Eighth, 
when, through a peculiar concurrence of circumftances, the 
Jime Teemed to be arrived, at which England mull fubmit, ip 
its turn, to the fate pf the other nations of Europe. But the 
remembrance of their ancient laws, of that great Charter fo of- 
ten and fo folemply confirmed, was too deeply imprefted on 
fhe minds of the Englilh, to be effaced by tranfitory evils. 
Like a deep and extenlive ocean, which preferves an equabi- 
lity pf temperature amidft all the viciffitudes of feafbns, Eng- 
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land (fill retained tbofc principles of liberty which were fo uni- 
verfally diffufed through all orders of the people, gnd thefe re- 
quired only a proper opportunity to exert themfelves. 

England, befide, ftill continued to poffefs (he immenfe ad- 
vantage of being only one date.— Even in the time of the Tu- 
dors, there was but one aflembiy before which the King could 
lay his wants, and apply for relief.' How great foever the in- 
creafe of his power was, a (ingle parliament alone could furnifli 
him with the means of exercifing it: and whether it was that 
the members of this parliament entertained a deep fenfe of their 
advantages, or whether private intereit exerted itfelf in aid of 
patriotifm, they at all times vindicated the right of granting, 
or rather refufmg, fubfidies ; and, amidft the general wreck of 
every thing they ought to have held dear, they at lead clung 
pbftrnately to the plank which was deftined to prove the in- 
foumejit of their preservation. 

After carrying on his view to the reign of Charles the Firft, 
pur Author remarks, that here we muft obferve how different 
were the effects produced in England, by the annihilation of 
the power of the nobility, from thofe which the fame event had 
produced in France. In France, where, in confequence of the 
division of the people and the exorbitant power of the nobles, 
the people were accounted nothing— when the nobles themfelves 
were fupprefled, the work was completed. But in England, 
where the nobles ever had vindicated the rights of the people' 
equally with their own ; in England, where the people had 
fucceffively acquired molt effectual means of influencing the 
government, and, above all, were undivided, — when the no- 
bles themfelves were caft to the ground, the body of the people 
flood firm, and maintained the public liberty. 

Mr. De Lolme, having profecutcd the fubje£t down to the 
time of the Revolution, and given a juft charader of that great 
event, which was the third grand aera in the hiftory of the 
conftitution of England, deferibes, in the next place, with pre- 
cifion and judgment, the legiflative and executive authority of 
this country, and then comes to the boundaries which are fet 
to the royal prerogative. ‘ In reading, fays he, the foregoing 
enumeration of the powers with which the laws of England 
have intruded the King, we are at a lofs to reconcile them with 
the idea of a monarchy, which, we are told, is limited. The 
King not only unites in himfelf all the branches of the execu- 
tive power ; he not only difpofes, without controul, of the 
whole military power in the ftate ; he is moreover, it feems, 
(he matter of the laws themfelves, fince he calls up, and dif- 
tnifles, at his will, the legiflative bodies. We find him there- 
fore, at firft fight, invefted with all the prerogatives that ever 
were claimed by the moft abfolute monarchs 3 and we are at a 
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lofs to find that liberty which the Englilh feem fo confident 
they poffefs. 

4 But the reprefentatives of the people (till have, and that 
is faying enough, they (till have in their hands, now that the 
osnuitution is fully eftabliflied, the fame powerful weapon 
which has enabled their anceftors to eftablifli it. It is foil 
from their liberality alone that the King can obtain fubfidies ; 
and in thefe days, when every thing is rated by pecuniary cfti- 
roation — in thefe days, when gold is become the great moving 
fpring of affairs, it may fafely be affirmed, that he who de- 
pends on the will of others,* with regard to fo important an ar- 
ticle, is, whatever his power may be in other refpe&s, in a 
ftate of real dependance.’ 

In continuing the account of the limitations which are fet to 
the royal prerogative, the Author points out one very great , 
advantage enjoyed by England, which is, that of a periodical 
reformation. At the end of each reign, the civil lift, and con- 
fequenily that kind of independence which it procured, are at 
an end. The fucceffor finds a throne, a fcepter, and a crown. 
But he does not find power, nor even dignity; and before a 
real poffeffion of all thefe is given to him, the parliament have 
it in their power to take a thorough review of the ftate, and to 
corrc& the feveral abufes that may have crept in during the 
preceding reign : and thus the conftitution may be brought 
back to its firft principles. 

In the following chapter, fome farther reftri&ions are con- * 
fidered ; but it is juftly obferved, after feveral of them have 
been mentioned, that thofe laws which limit the King's autho- 
rity, would not, of themfelves, have been fufficient. As they 
are, after all, only intellectual barriers, which it h poffiblc 
, that the King might not at all times refpeft ; as the check 
which the Commons have on his proceedings, by a refufal of 
fubfidies, affeCb too much the whole ftate, to be exerted on 
every particular abufe of power ; and laftly, as even this means 
might, in fome degree, be eluded, either by breaking the pro? 
mifes which procure fubfidies, or by applying them to ufes dif- 
ferent from thofe for which they were appointed, the confotu- 
tion has befides fupplied the Commons with a means of imme- 
diate oppofition to the mifcondult of government, by giving 
them a right to impeach the minifters. 

The manner of exercifing this right is ftated by Mr. De 
Lolme, and then he obferves, that it is an admirable expedient, 
which, by removing and punifhing corrupt minifters, affords an 
immediate remedy for the evils of the ftate, and ftrongly marks 
out the bounds within which power ought to be confined ; which 
takes away the fcandal of guilt and authority united, and calms 
the people by a great and awful a St of juftice ; an expedient, ia 
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that refped efpecially, fo highly ufeful, that it is to the want 
of the like, that Machiavel attributes the ruin of his republic. 

But all precautions would be vain, if the members of parlia- 
ment themfelves remained expofed to the efforts of the execu- 
tive power. The !aws f therefore, which fo effectually provide 
for the fafety of the people, provide no lefs for that of the mem- 
bers, whether of the houfe of Peers, or that of the Commons. 

Some other methods are fpecified, which the legjflators have 
adopted for preventing the undue influence of the crowd, and 
our Author is of opinion, that the precautions which have been 
fucceffively taken, according as circumdaftces have (hewn them 
to be neceffary, are owing to caufes powerful enough to pro- 
duce the edablifhment of new ones, whenever circumdances 
(hall point out the neceffity of them. This opinion he con- 
firms, in a note, by an appeal to Mr. Grenville's bill. 

The eighth chapter treats on private liberty, or the liberty 
of individuals, which, according to the divifion of the Englifh 
lawyers, confids, firft, of the right of property , that is, of the 
right of enjoying exclufively the gifts of fortune, and all the 
various fruits of one's indudry; fecondly, of the right of perfo- 
nal fecurity ; thirdly, of the loco-motive faculty , taking the word 
in its more confined fenfe.— One of the principal effeds of the 
right of property is, tbat the King can take from his fubjeds 
no part of what they poffefs and in regard to the attempts 
to which this right may be expofed from individuals towards 
each other, it is faying every thing, to obferve, that there is 
no man in England who can oppofe the irrefiftible power of the 
laws ; — that the judges cannot be deprived of their employ- 
ments but on an accufation by parliament; — and that the judges 
themfelves have no power to paf$ fentence, till the matter of 
fad has been fettled by men nominatsd, we may almoft fay, at 
the common choice of the parties. 

Mr. De Lolme confiders the oppofition tbat was made to the 
introdu&ion of the,Roman law into England, and the refultof 
his inquiry is, that, when the Englifh lawyers attribute the 
liberty they enjoy to their having rejedcd this law, they mif- 
take the effed for the caufe. It is not becaufe the Englifh have 
rejeded the Roman lajv that they are free ; but it is becaufe 
they were free, or, at lead, becaufe they had among them thofe 
caufes which were, in procefs of time, to make them fo, that 
they have been able to rejed the Roman laws.— What is, in 
general, the law in civil matters, that has taken place in Eng- 
land, is dated in the conclufion of the chapter. 

The three lad chapters of the fird book relate to criminal 
judice, which our Author deferibes with the fame perfpicuity 
that he hath done the preceding parts of the Englifh conditu- 
fion. He introduces this fubjed with fome Qbfervations, which 

are 
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are equally ingenious and juft, on the danger of the executive 
power’s degenerating into abufe ; and concludes, therefore, char 
not only the fafety of the individual, but that of the nation it- 
felf, requires the utmoft precautions in the eftabKfhment of 
Chat neceflary, but formidable, prerogative of difpenfing ounifh- 
ments. Having pointed out thefe precautions, and offered fuch 
general confiderations as were thought neceflary, in order to 
convey a jufter idea of the fpirit of the criminal judicature in 
England, and of the advantages peculiar to it, he proceeds to 
exhibit the particulars. This he hath done in a very diftip& 
and judicious manner, and, through the whole of ufhat he has 
faid, he hath not only (hewn a proper knowledge, but a high 
admiration, of the Englifli criminal law, and the trial by jury* 

4 Such is the happy nature, fays he, of this inftitution, that the 
judicial power, a power fo formidable in itfelf, which is to dif- 
pofe, without finding any refiftance, of the property, honour, 
and life of individuals, and which, whatever precautions may 
he taken to reftrain it, muft in a great degree remain arbitrary, 
may be faid in England, to exift, — to accomplUh every intended 
end, — and to be in the hands of nobody. The confequence of 
this inftitution is, that no man in England ever meets the man 
of whom he may fay, “ That man has a power to decide on 
my death or life.” 

In the profecution of the fubje&, Mr. De Lolme takes no- 
tice, that what completes the fenfe of independence, which the 
laws of England procure to every individual (a fepfc which is 
the nobleft advantage attendant on liberty) is the greatnefs of 
their precautions upon the delicate point of imprifonment : and 
here, among other things, he particularly describes and cele- 
brates the Habeas Corpus a£t, which is confidcred as a fecond 
great Charter, and has definitively fupprefled all the refource* 
pf oppreffion, 

[To be concluded in our next.] 


Art, II. Chir surgical Qb/t motions relative to else Cat or aft, the Po- 
lypus of the Nofe y the Cancer of tbo Scrotum , the different Kinds of 
Ruptures , and the Mortification of the Toes and Feet . By Percival 
Pott, F. R. S. &c. 8vo. 3 s. lewed. Hawes, &c. 1775. 

T H E public owe thefe excellent observations to a defign 
formed by the Author’s bookfeller, of giving a complete 
edition of all that he had hitherto written, colle&ed into one 
volume in quarto ; in which will be comprehended the prefent 
mifcellaneous ©flays. For the accommodation, however, of 
thofe who are in pofleflion of Mr.. Pott’s former publications in 
oSfavoy the Author has thought proper to dire£t a feparate im- 
preffion of thefe additional observations in the fame form. As 
they contain many ufcful remarks, wc (ball give a regular ab- 
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ftraCt oF the moft material fads, or arguments, comprehended 
in them. 

In the firft of thefe eflays, the Author prdfents us with fe- 
veral judicious obfer vat ions relative to the CataraCt •, in which 
he (hews that the nature of that disorder has been greatly mif- 
underftood, in feveral particulars; and that an erroneous prac- 
tice has been the natural confequence of miftaken theory. 

He next enters upon a critical inquiry into the refpeCtiva 
merits of the two different methods of operating in this dif- 
tcmper;— that of couching , or barely depreffing the cataraft ; and 
the more modern operation of extracting it, through an incifioit 
made in the Cornea . He obferves, that the firft mentioned mode 
of operating has, for fome years paft, been unjuftly reprobated 
and difufed; in confequence of groundlefs, or; at leaft, ex- 
aggerated objections : while the latter has been highly ex* 
tolled, almoft generally adopted, and, in (hort, has become 
fafhionable; on a fuppofition that the extraction is always fafe, 
eafy, and fuccefsful. He impartially examines the merits and 
demerits of each of thefe methods ; and from a feries of argu- 
ments, deduced from the refults of an extenfive public and 
private practice, and an. attentive obfervation of the appear- 
ances, he concludes, and will probably convince the chirur- 
gical reader, that the grcateft part of the objections to the ope- 
ration of couching are invalid ; and that the inconvenience* 
and difappointments which attend both operations, are much 
greater, and, the latter particularly, more frequent, in the 
operation of extracting the chryftaline, than in that of deprejfi* 
ing it : fuppofing each operation to be executed with the fame 
degree of judgment; and that the preference therefore is moft 
juftly due to the needle. 

In the following paper, the Author treats of the Polypus of 
the nofe, and accurately enumerates the particular and difcri- 
minating circumstances, which cbara&erife that fpecies of the 
diforder, the extraction of which is either impracticable, or 
cannot be attempted without danger to the patient ; either on 
account of its extenfive attachment to the fubjacent parts, or 
the malign nature of the tumor. He then defcribes the benign 
fpecies of this diforder, in which extraction may be eafily per- 
formed, and without pain, haemorrhage, or hazard of any 
kind. He condemns the ufe of efcharotics, as a dangerous 
practice; and declares that whenever a pelypus 9 from large- 
nefs of attachment, malignity of nature, or any other caufe, 
cannot be fafely, or at all, extracted by the forcep*\ t it is al- 
ways (till more unfit for the caultic* 

A very fmgular difeafe, which has not been particularly 
marked, or publickly ranked among the Morbi Artijicum 
though the London hospitals prefeat many inftances of it— 

called 
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called the Chimney Sweeper 9 s Cancer , and by them the £#«/* 
warty forms the fubjeflk of the next effay. It begins in the 
inferior part of the fcrotum^ afluming the appearance of a fu- 
perficial, painful, ragged fore j and as it has feldom or never 
been obferved, except in adults, it has too often unfortu- 
nately been miftaken both by the patient and his furgeon for 
a venereal diforder ; and being accordingly treated with mer- 
curials, the complaint is foon and considerably exafperated. 
In its progrefs it attacks the tejiisy runs up the fpermatic pro- 
cefs into the belly, afft&s fome of the vifcera , and then very 
foon becomes deffru&ive. According to the Author, a fpeedy 
extirpation of the diffempered part gives the patient the only 
chance which he has for life. 

This paper is followed by a pretty large and inftrudive col- 
lection of obfervations and cafes, relative to the different kinds 
of hernia or ruptures ; being an Appendix to the Author's 
general treatife on that fubject. Some of the principal doc- 
trines that may be deduced from thefe cafes are: — That 
omental herniae, both fimply confidered, and in their confe- 
quences, are far from being fo void of danger as has been 
imagined That, as the Author had before maintained, a 
portion of the omentum % however large, may be extirpated with 
perfect fafety ; and that the tying it is not only unneceffary, 
but pernicious. Three cafes are here related, on which the 
Author originally founded this laft mentioned opinion $ and 
in which, on diffe&ion, no other caufe appeared, to which 
the deaths of the patients, whofe omenta had been tied, could 
be attributed, except the aforefaid ligature. In all the three 
fubjeds, the inteftines and other vifcera were perfectly found $ 
but in one of them, the omentum was found in a highly in- 
flamed Hate, and, in the two others, was gangrenous through 
its whole extent That in intcftinal ftrangulated bernia> in- 
jections of the fmoke, or, if a proper apparatus be not at 
hand, of the infufion, of tobacco (made by pouring one 
point of boiling water on one drachm of the plant) are the 
moft powerful evacuants, and have even often produced the 
y Spontaneous return of a difplaced inteftine, which had reilffed 
all attempts to reduce it by the hand. 

While he is treating of this fubjeCt, the Author difeuffes 
the queftion, whether the ftriCture made by the tendon, in an 
incarcerated hernia , be an original difeafe, or confequential 
only to a diforde? in the inteftine : but for his remarks on 
this nice, and, in fome cafes, important queftion, the right 
folution of which may, in particular inftances, have great in- 
fluence on the conduct of the furgeon, we muff refer to the 
work, as well as for his obfervations and cafes relating to 
congenial and cjfiic hernia. This part of the work is termi- 
nated 
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Bated by a curious cafe of an ovarian btrnia , of which the fol- 
lowing are the principal circumftances : 

A healthy young woman of the age of twenty-three was 
-received into St. Bartholomew’s hofpital, on account of a 
fmall, foft, moveable fwelling in each groin* The tumors lay 
juft on the outfide of the tendinous opening in each of the 
oblique raufcles, through which they feemed to have paflcd. 
All attempts to return them back through thefe openings hav- 
ing been ineffe&ual, their extirpation was agreed upon* On 
.dividing the fkin and membrana adipofa on one fide, a fine 
membranous bag came into view, which was found to be the 
ovarium, , on which a ligature being made, it was cut off. The 
fame appearances attended the operation performed on the 
other fide. The young woman, who has enjoyed good health 
•ever fince the operation, but who before had very large breads, 
and menftruated regularly, entirely loft her breads, nor have 
the menfes ever appeared fince that time.- 

The volume is terminated by the Author’s obfervations on 
a particular and fingular fpecies of mortification, afte&ing the 
toes and feet, and iometimes extending to the leg ; and which, 
in fpite of all the aid of phyfic and furgery, and particularly 
even of the moft liberal ufe of the bark, has hitherto mod: 
commonly deftroyed the patient. It appears to be a difeafe 
fui generis , differing in its nature and appearances from all the 
. other fpecies of mortification; from thofe particularly arifing 
from inflammation, from external cold, from tight bandage, 
or from any known or vifible caufe. 

, Though no man, Mr, Pott obferves, can entertain a higher 
opinion of the virtues of the Peruvian bark than he does, in 
all other cafes where it has been ufed or recommended ; yet 
he is forry to declare that, in this particular difeafe, in which 
his experience feems to have been pretty extend ve, he has 
^ feldom, if ever, feen the exhibition of it attended with fuc- 
• cefs. He has given it in the largeft quantities, at the (horteft 
intervals, and in all kinds of forms, either alone, or com* 
bined with various other medicines ; he has at the fame time 
ufed it externally, in the different forms of fomentation, poul- 
tice, and dreffing: — * ftill the diftemper has continued its 
courfe, perhaps a little more flowly, but ftill it has ended in 
, death/ 

Chance, however, at laft gave him an opportunity of dif- 
covering the.falutafy effefls of another powerful drug in this 
difeafe, in the cafe of a patient who, either from antipathy, 
obftinacy, or fome other caufe. could not be prevailed upon 
to take the bark. All the fmall toes we/e completely mor- 
tified ; and the difeafe was advancing with fuch hafty ftrides, 
that he fuppofed a very few day9 would determine the event* 
^ Merely 
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Merely to procure a reroiffion from the great ami continual 
pain which the patieht felt in his foot and ankle, he gave 
him opium in pretty large dofes. Finding a perceptible ad- 
vantage refulting from this practice, he at length increafed the 
quantity of the medicine to a grain given every three or fou^ 
hours; watching, however, its narcotic efteds, and keeping 
the body open by injedkms. The refult was, that the pro 
grefs of the difeafe was foon flopped, the mortified parts were 
caft off, the bones feparated, and a clean fore was left ; dur- 
ing the healing of which the Author gradually diminifhcd, and 
finally left off the opiate. 

Not caring to truft folely to the powct of his liew medi- 
cine, on the credit of a Angle inftance, the Author joined the 
bark with it in the next cafe that prefented itfelf, and had the 
pleafure to find the event equally fortunate. He faw no rea- 
son, however, to afcribe any part of the cure to the bark ; 
and therefore, in the next cafe, trufled to the opium alone; 
and 4 fucceeded in the lame happy manner, though under the 
very difagreeable circumflances of feventy years of age, a 
broken diftempered conflitution, and the difeafe making a 
hafty pro'grefs/ Every opportunity wbkh he has fince had 
of repeating the experiment has flill more and more con- 
vinced him of the great efficacy of opium in this particular 
difeafe. With this medicine be declares that he has repeatedly 
given that affiflance to thofe affli&ed with this deftru&ive 
difordcr, which he verily believes is not to be obtained from 
any other quarter; and that it has never disappointed him; 
except under fuch circumflances as, he thinks, Would fairly 
account for the failure. 

On the whole, thefe chirurgical fragments are a valuable 
addition to the Author’s former publications. They are marked 
with that fpirit of obfervation, perfpicutty of realbning, and 
candour in difeuffing controverted points,-— and, in (hoit; 
with that good fenfi which diftinguiflies his other productions* 


Art. III. A T reati/e of Optics : Containing Elements of the Science; 
In two Books. By Jofeph Harris, Efq; late his Majefty’s Affay- 
Mafler of the Mint. 4to. 14 s. in Boards. White. 1775. 

T HE ingenious Author of this treatife feems to havef tnadd 
the fcience of optics his peculiar fludy : he had long 
employed himfelf in collecting materials with a view of pre- 
paring and publifhing a very extenfive and elaborate difeuffion 
of this fubjeCt, as we mayjudge by the outlines of the plan 
which he had adopted. The whole work was to have been 
comprifed in three books ; the two firft of which were to con- 
tain an illuftration and proof of the elements of the fcience : 

4 Thefe 
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c Tbcfc (the Editor informs us) were finiOied and printed off, 
both plates and letter prefs, with uncommon care and cor* 
rc&nefs. 9 — In the third book, it was his intention to have 
explained the theory and mechanifm of optical inttruments, 
under the general head of telefcopes and microfcopes : but, as 
this part of his plan required a variety of accurate experi- 
ments, his other avocations interfered ; his health declined ; 
and though he refumed, at his leifure, the profecution of his 
defign, the public have now to regret, that he was prevented 
from completing it, and that his death was c probably batt- 
ened 9 by bis intenfe application to this favourite ftudy. 

The treatife now before us, though a pofthumous publica- 
tion and long delayed, was finiihed by the Author himfelf, and 
firft printed under his own infpedion : It is indeed, for the 
moft part, a compilation ; but the materials that compofe it 
are ranged with great judgment and perfpicuity ; nor are there 
'wanting illuftrations and remarks, introduced by the Author 
bimfelf, which very much enhance the value of this publica-' 
tion. As far as it extends, it is coraprehenfive, clear, and fa- 
tisfadoryi and thofe who witti to acquaint themfelves with 
the elements of this fcience will here find all neceffary inttruc- ' 
tion and afliftance. 

The firft book contains the elementary part of optics : our 
Author begins with explaining the chief properties of light, 
and defining the terms that moft frequently occur in this fei- 
cnce : be proceeds to demonftrate the various laws of reflec- 
tion and refraction at plain and fpherical furfaces. He then 
illuftrates the rationale and effeCt of Unfts of different figures, 
and examines the aberration of rays from the geometrical 
'focus, as it is owing to the figure of the lens and to the dif- 
ferent rcfrangibility of the rays themfelves ; he inveftigates 
the quantity of each in a variety of cafes, and (hews, m the 
refult, bow extremely inconfiderable the former is, compared 
with the latter. Having laid down the theory of the reflec- 
tion and refradion of light, and propofed, with great accu- 
racy and in a very intelligible manner, the fevenri cafes that 
occur, our Author goes on, in his fecond book, to explain the 
theory of vifion. He begins with deferibing tbe ftru&ure of 
the eye and determining the focus, both of parallel and oblique 
rays, after paffing through its feveral coats and humours to 
the retina, where the image is formed ; and, under this head, 
he gives us a quotation from a manufeript of Sir Ifaac New- 
ton in bis hands, explaining his hypothefis with refped to 
the manner of vifion. it was his opinion, that the fenfations, 
caufed by the inrrpulfes of light upon the retina, are com- 
municated to the brain or fenforium, by the mediation of a 
fine aether: 4 Light (fays he) feldom ftrikes upon the parts of 
Rev* Q&. 1775. X grofs 
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grots bodies, (is may be feen in its pafllng through them,) 
its refteftiOh and tefra&ion ire made by the dmrfity of 
aethers ; and therefore its effeft on the retina can only be tm 
shake this vibrate ; which motion then tMft be either car- 
ried in the optic nerves to the fenforhrm* or produce other 
motions that are carried thither. Net the. latter* for tracer 
is too grofs for fuch fubtrle impreffions ; and M fee animat 
JpiritS, though I tyed a piece of the optic nerve at one end, 
and warmed it in the middle, to (be if any airy fabftanoe by 
that means would difclofe ttfelf in bubbles at the other end, 
I could not fpy the lead bubble ; a little moifture only, and 
the marrow itfelf fqueraed out. And indeed they that know 
how difficultly air enters ftnall pores of bodies, have mien to 
fufpe& that an airy body, though much finer than air, can 
pervade* and without violence (as it ought to do), fhe fatal! 
pores of the brain and nerves, 1 fhould fay of water,' bccaufe 
thofe pores are filled with water; and if h CO»M, it would 
be too fubtile to be imprifoned by the dura motor and fkull, 
and might pafs for other* However, what deed of foch fpi- 
rit ? much motion is ever loft by communication, efpeciaJly 
betwixt bodies of different conftirutions ; and therefore k can* 
be no way conveyed to the fenforium fo entirely* as by she 
either itfelf* Nay, granting me, but that 1 there are pipes filled 
With a tranfparent liquor pafling from the eye to fne fenfo- 
rium, and the vibrating motion of the aether will of necef* 
fity run along thither. For nothing interrupts the motion but 
reflefling furfaces ; ahd therefore aifb that motion cannot ftray 
through the reflefti fig furfaces of the pipe, but mttft raft afong 
(like a found in a trunk) entire to the fenforiuith And tfeal tifion 
thus made is very conformable to the fenfe of hearing, wbfelf 
is made by like vibrations.’ Sir Ifaac’s conjefihire concerning 
the method whereby we acquire ideas of different colours, is 
grounded oil this hypothefis. See his Optics: J^torfy (3* 

Our ingenious Author proceeds in colleding and reciting 
the generally received folutions of the principal phaeitomeiti of 
vifi6n : and he gives us a particular detail of forite experi- 
ments of his ovfrn for determining the minimum vifibtk^ or (he* 
angle fubtended by the leaft viflbfe objeft ; and the conclv- 
lion he deduces from them is this, that a Ample obje& can be 
feen under a lefs angle than the parts of a compound ob- 
je&, and that this angle, in moil cafes, cannot be lefs than 
40"; and at a medium, not lefs than 1 minutes : He likewife 
infers from thefe experiments and his fubfequetlt reafonntg 
upon them, that “ a giobular object lefs thati j-,- inch m 
diameter, is, to the generality of eyes, totally rnviflblc : and 
excepting in few cafes, ah ohjed cannot be feen that is lefs 
than inch in diameter ; an objed of that breadth fiib* 
tending an angle of 1 min, at the diftanco of 8* inches from 
j Che 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



Hunt on fctxrai Ptoffaget in ifo Book of Proverb*, 299 

the eye. But an objeA, placed on a field differing infenfibly 
from it in colour, is not perceivable under a left angle than 
about 4 min . and in fuch circumftance the fmalleft vifible 
obje& is not lefs than 7^3 inch in diameter. At a medium, 
the breadth of the leaft globular obje& that is difcernible by 
the naked eye is perhaps about the , {,* of an inch.” 

He largely illuftrates the rationale of diftind and indiftinA 
vifion : he (news what defers the eye is fubjeA to, whence 
they vfually ante, and how they are to be remedied by the 
affiftanct of glaffes j this part of his work is by no means the 
leaft curious. He then propofes feveral rules and cautions by 
which we are to judge concerning the apparent diftances and 
magnitudes of vifible obje&s. In the remaining part of this 
work, our Author treats of vifion by light, reflected from 
plane and fpherical fpeculums $ of vifion through any given 
mediums; of pi£tures feen through convex lenfes ; and the 
whole is terminated with a minute and accurate description 
of camera- obfeur as. Our Readers will be able to form feme 
judgment of the plan and compafs of this work from that ana- 
Jyfis of its contents, which we have now given them. 

Some will probably apprehend, and not altogether without 
jeafon, that the Author has purfued feveral fubjeds to a de- 
gree of needlefs and tirefome prolixity : others will difeover 
cbafms and defeds in the more important parts of this work. 
Thefe, however, we are ready to imagine, would have been 
fupplied in his third book, and in that feries of experiments 
which he had begun, but which is unfortunately left tmfi- 
irifbed. We can only lament, that death has deprived the 
Public 6f that additional book, which, executed agreeably to 
the fpechnen now before us, would have rendered this treatife 
complete. As many of the Author’s papers arfc in the hands 
of the Editor of this work, we cannot help wifhing that fome 
perfons, acquainted with the fcience of optics, would under- 
take to revife and perfect them ; more efpecially as he has 
given us reafon to think, that fome of the mod valuable ma- 
terials, though in a deranged and imperfedb ftate, ftill remain 
in his pofleffion. 


A at. IV. 0 bfervations on feveral Paffages in the Book of Proverbs ; 
Avitb two Sermons . By Thomas Hunt, D. D. F. R. and A. SS. 
late Canon of Chrift Church, Regius ProfelTor of Hebrew, and 
Laudian Profeffor of Arabic. 4to. 5 s. fewed. Oxford, Prince. 
Rivington, London. 1775. 

I N Dr. Hunt we have an Jnftance, that a great reputation 
may be acquired in the literary worM by a fitfall number 
of publications. His chara&er, as an Ofientalift, Was ratted 
to the higheft pitch, by his Oration on the Antiquity, Eltgarnte, 
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and Utility of the Arabic Tongue, his Difcourfe on the Ufeof 
the Eafteriv Diale&s, and his Diflertation on Prov. vii. 22, 23* 
and hejuftly retained this character to the clofe of his life. It 
is much to be regretted, that a peefon fo eminently qualified 
for it, did not engage income grand and critical work ; and 
efpecially, that he did not complete his intended edition of the 
book of Job. But learned men are fometimes prevented by 
indolence, and fometimes by timidity, from exerting thcmfelves 
in the minner that might be defired and expe&ed at their hands. 
The laft of thefe difpofitions was the charadeiiftic of Dr. Hunt. 
An hundred and twelve pages of the pnfent work were printed 
off long before his death: and the only true reafon why he 
himfelf did not finifh it, is,— that he was remarkably timorous, 
and diftruftful of his own judgment; and that, in his declining 
years, he grew moie and more fearful of the feverity of public 
criticifm. This, however, was a fear which he had as little 
caufe for as mod men. 

That the whole of the volume before us is the genuine pro- 
duction of Dr. Hunt, and by him equally intended for the prefs, 
is ascertained by the learned Editor, Dr. Kennicott. 

In the Introdu&ion, the Author hath made fome obfervations 
on the manner of explaining feripture, and particularly the 
bt)ok of Proverbs, great part of which we (hall infert, as they 
cannot fail of pleaiing our difeerning Readers : 

* It has been well obferved by the Critics, that there is no better 
way, in general, to come at the true meaning of an Author, than 
to compare him with himfelf, This obfervation is founded on a fnp- 
pofition, that every Author has his peculiar method of exprefling 
himfelf, and that he every where ads confidently with it ; the for- 
mer is true of every Writer, in general, and the latter of every good 
one. Men’s ftyles are almoft as different as their facet . And a* in 
the latter, there are fome peculiar Hnes and features, which make 
up The Perfon, and diltinguifh him from every other ; fo are there, 
in the former, certain modes of thinking, and turns of exprefiion, 
which difeover ihfcir Author, and point out the pen from which they 
flow. 

* Whoever therefore fits down to any book, with a defign of read- 
ing it with profit to himfelf, or of explaining \z with fuccefs to ano- 
ther, muft be particularly careful to enter into the fpirit and genius 
of the writer ; to acquaint himfelf with his manner ; to iludy his 
didion ; and weigh bis fentiments : and thereby, at laft, to infi- 
nuate himfelf into a thorough intimacy and acquaintance with him. 
The effed of this familiarity with your Author will be, that he will 
open himfelf freely to you ; lay out his whole mind before you ; and 
not fuffer you to go away with any difficulty, which your long 
fHendfhip with him has entitled you to a folution of. 

4 This is a method, which has always been found of great ufe 
for undemanding Profane Authors ; and it will equally hold in oar 
fludy of the Sacred . They too, it is certain, are the beft expofitors* 
* .of 
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Oft tbemfelves j and will be moil eafiiy anderdood by thofe, who com- 
pare them moil carefully. They iikewife have their peculiar and 
diftinguifhing ways of expreffiog themfelves ; by duly attending to 
which, and fo in this fenfe comparing /piritual things -with fpiritual % 
the careful Expofitor will in time contrail fuch an acquaintance with 
them, as will enable him clearly to difeern their meaning, upon moll 
occafions ; and readily to account for difficulties in places of obfeu- 
rity, by having obferved their feveral methods in places lets dark 
and intricate. 

* As this is true of the whole Bible, in general ; fo, in a particu- 
lar manner, of the book of Proverbs. Thefe Proverbs, being for 
the moil part ioofe and independent fentences, are not capable of re- 
ceiving that help from the context , which many other paiTages of 
feriptures are ; confcquently our way of ftudymg Thefe cannot be the 
fame with that we make ufe of for underftanding Thofe . But then, 
this book has a method of its own ; and fuch a one too, as, if duly 1 
regarded, will ferve for a clue to conduit us through the intricacies 
of mod of thefe dark fayings ; and to bring us to the knowledge of a 
proverb 9 and the interpretation thereof if the Proverbs have not that 
advantage from the context, which the more conne&ed parts of 
feripture have ; they can do without it. Each of them, it rightly 
divided and confidered, is a comment on itfelf ; and the very ob- 
feureft, when fet in a proper view, will (hine by its own luftre. 

. f For the clearer undemanding of what is here advanced $ we are ' 
to take notice, that almofl all thefe ancient aphorifms are (like 
mod of the proverbs ufed in the Ead at this day) divided into Two 
Parts, of verficles, or (as the Greeks call them) Hemifichs ; which, 
to make the dividon the more confpicuous, are, in Grabe's edition 
of the Alexandrian MS. of the LXX. accordingly ranged under 
each other ; both beginning with capital letters. Thefe two he* 
midichs are generally connected together by the Hebrew particle 
van ; which, in our language, is rendered by Andy or finty accord- 
ing as the fiibjelt-mattcr of the proverb will admit. If the fubjedl- 
matter of both parts be the fame ; it is rendered Andy and denotes 
the agreement there is between them : if different , it is rendered But % 
and denotes the difagreement. In the one cafe, the latter hemidich 
is put by way of repetition and confirmation of the former ; in -the 
Other cafe, by way of antithefis and oppofition to it. * 

* Jn both thefe cafes, that is, whether one hemidich be put by way 
of confirmation of the other, or by way of oppofition to it ; they 
mutually explain each other : and when we underdand one, as we 
generally may, it is not often difficult to underdand the other. Where* 
Fore, as this is the almod invariable method of thefe fentences ; it w^ 
follow, that wherever a tranflation appears to depart from this ml* 
thod, that is, wherever the hemidichs are fo rendered as not to ex- 
prefs this dependence on each other ; we have great reafon to fufi» 
pell either the truth of fuch tranflationy or the purity of the prefint 
text.* 

The firft piece here publilhed, is the differtation on Proverbs 
viu 22, 23, of which we need only obferve, that this is the 
fecond edition. 
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The remainder of the volume, from the thirty -fkft page, is 
entirely new; and this part of the wefrk commences with a 
fermon on Proverbs xix. 2, which contains a number of exceh- 
lent reflections on the importance of cultivating and improving; 
the undemanding, efpecially with regard to religious know- 
ledge. 

The dif&rtatians, or obftrvationsj as the Author hath rather 
chofen to call them, on account of the (hortnefs of the greater 
part of them, are twenty-fix in number. They difplay, in a 
very advantageous light, the critical acumen of the Author, 
and his extenfive acquaintance with the Eaftern languages. 
Indeed of producing a differtation or two by way of fpecimeri, 
we {hall do what will probably be more acceptable to our 
e&tflfrs : we (hall lay before them the refult of the whole $ 
flaiing firft, under each particular, the words as they appear in 
our Eoglffh tranflation, and then the verlion of them propofod 
by Dr, Hunt. For the criticifms on which the Do&or’s mss 
(tons ar« founded, we muft refer to the work itfelf. 


Prov. i* \j. Surely in vain the net is fpread 
In the fight of any bird. 
u For in vain is the net ftrewed with grain $ 

€i Jn the eyes of any bird.” 

B° xlx* 10 . Delight is not fetmly for a fool : 

Much lefs for a few ant to have rule over primp*. 

“ It is not feemly for a fool to bold the reins of government 3 
“ Much left for a forvant to have rale over princes.’* 

B* xix. 22. The defire of a man is his kiniaefs ; 

And a poor mam is hitter thorn a liar . 

“ The defirahleneft of a mam is his kindnefs ; 
u Bat a poor man is better than a man of deceit.’* 

D* xix. 24. A Jlothful man bideth his hand in his bofom , * 

find will not fo much as bring it to hie month again* 

“ A flothful man hideth his hand in the difh ; 

** Even to his own mouth he will not return it.’* 


P° X3J iv. *7. Prepare thy work without , and snake it fit for tbyftlf in 
And afterwards build thine houft . [the field ; 

•• Prepare thy work without ; 

€t A>nd At it up in the field : 

•* Qq afterwards, and build thine hou/e.” ^ 

B° X3V' ti* dh the cold of f now in the time of barv^fi: 

So is a faithful mejpngcr to them that fend him 3 for fa 
refrejheth the Joul of bis maftert . 

“ As a veflfcl of Chow, in the ume of haryefl s 
“ So is a trufty meflenger to them that (end him: 

* For he reviveeh the (pirit ofhis matters.” 

S Px*v. *3, The north -wind driyctb away rain : 

fa doth an angry countenance a backbiting tmsgup, 

“The 
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“ Tli* north -wind brtageth forth rain $ 

“ And a facrct tongue angry countenances.” 

B° xxv. 26. d righteous man falling down k tfme tba wicked. 

In as a troublsd fountain , and a corrupt fpring . 

“ A troubled fountain, aad a corrupted fpring ; < 

“ So is the righteous man, fwerviog from jeificc, in the pre- 
fence of the wicked.” 

D* xxvi. 7. The legs of the lams art not equal ; 

So is a parable in the mouth of fool f, 

“ The legs fail throqgh lamenefs ; 

*" And a parable in the mouth of fools," 

D* xxvi. 23. Bursting lips, and, a wicked heart , 

Are like a potjherd covered with fiver drofs, 

“ Refined filver, fpread over a potfherd $ 

“ So are ardent lips, and a wicked heart.” 

D° xxviL 6. Faithful art the wounds of a fiend : 

But the kiffes of an enemy are dtmitful, 

“ Faithful are the wounds of one, who iovech : 

11 But deceitful are the kiflea of one, who hateth." • 

U* xxvii. 15. A continual dropping in a very rainy day. 

And a contentious woman ant alike . 

"* Continued is the dropping in a very rainy day; 

"< And a woman of contentions xnakevh hcrCeif like tp it,” 

D° xxvii. 22. Though thou Jhouldeft bray a fool in a mortar among 
wheat with a pefiil, yet will not his faolijhuqfs dt~ 
part from him . 

“ Though thou threfb a fool ou the floor among corn with a 
threfhing-inflrument ; yet wilt thou aot remove his folly 
from him.” 

D* xxviii. 3. A poor man, that opprejftk the poor , 

Is like a fweeping rain , which leavetb no food 1 
•• A man, who hath been poor, and opprefleth the weak, 

“ Is a rain that fweepeth away, fo that there is no food.” 

D 1 xxviii. 1 1. The rich man is wife in his own conceit : 

But the poor that hath underfunding ft arc bet h him out," 

* l The rich man is wife in his own eyes : 

“ But the poor man, that has dtfeernment to rr?ce him out, 
will defpife him.” 

D’ xxviii. 1 2. When righteous men do rejoice, there is great glory : 

But when the wicked rije, a man is bidden . 

4 * When the righteous prevail, there is great rejoicing : 

* c But when the wicked rife [to power] men retire [in filence].’* 
D* xxviii. 1 6. A prince, that wanteth underfunding , is alfo a great fif* 
prefer : 

But ho that hatetb uveieosefnefs JhaR prolong his days . 

“ The prince, that wanteth con fi deration, u a tmtt a ppr ed fo t : 
11 But he, that haceth covetoufnefs, will wait tome days.” 

D° xxviii. 21. To have \efpeQ of perfons, is not good: 

For, for a piece of bread, that man will tranfgrefs, 

X 4 “A man 
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« A man, that hath refpeft of perions, is not good : 

“ For, for a piece of bread, he will betray a man.’* 

T) 1 xxvitt# 22. Hr* that hafttth to bo rich hath am evil eye, € 

And confedcreth not, that poverty Jhall tome upon him. * 

44 An envious oiao hadeth to get wealth : # 

44 And knowetb not, the merciful roan fhali a ttain onto 

D' xxix. 5. A man , that fiatteretb his neighbour , 

Spreadeth a net for bis feet. 

44 He, that laycth a net fer bis neighbour, 

44 Spreadeth [/i] for his own feet. 

D* XXIX. 7. The righteous conjidereth the caufe of the poor : 

But the wicked regardeth not to know it. 

44 The righteous will confider the caufe of the poor : 

44 [2?*/] the wicked will not regard [bis] fait. 0 
D° xxix. 21. He that delicately bringeth up his fervant from a child \ 
Shall have him become his Jon at the length • 

44 He, that is indulged from a child, (hall be a fervant ; 

44 And his latter end (hall be miferable.” 

D° XXX. 1 5. The horfeloaeh hath two daughters ; 

Crying, Give, give , 

44 The horfeleach hath two daughters ; 

44 Give, give.” 

D° XXX. 17. — And defpifetb to obey bis mother — — 

44 — that difhonours the old-age of his mother." 

D° XXX# 23. an odious woman, when Jhe is married : 

And an handmaid, that is heir to her miftrefs . 

41 For the hated woman, when reftored to the power of a wife s 
44 And an handmaid, when (he hath difpoflefted her miftrefs." 
D # XXX. 27. The locu/is have no king : 

'Vet tey go forth all oft hem by bands, 

44 The locaft hath no king : 

44 But goeth forth to war, on the alarm of its whole army." 
For the fake of fuch of our Readers as may have forgotten, 

' or not have fech the diflertation on Proverbs vii. 22, 23, we 
fhali add Dr. Hunt’s verfion of that paffage : 

44 He goeth after her (Iraightway, 

44 As an ox goeth to the daughter : 

44 Or as an hart boundeth into the toils, 

44 Till a dart drike through his liver : 

44 As a bird hadeth to the fuare, 

, 44 And knoweth not that it is for his life." 

The work before us is concluded with a fermon, on Ma- 
thew ii, 23, which exhibits a learned comment upon the text, 
and a judicious defence of its prophetical application to thechx- 
racier of our Saviour, 
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Art. V. Anatomia Utgri Humani Gravidi, &c. The Anatomy of the 
Human Gravid Uterus, exhibited in figures : by William Hunter, 
^hyfician Extraordinary to the Queen, Profeffor of Anatomy 
in the Royal Academy, and Fellow of the Royal and Antiquarian 
Societies. Fol. Imp* Paper, 61 . 6 s* Birmingham, Balkerville* 
Sold by Caoell in London. 1774* 

A S the nature of this fplendid and celebrated publication, 
which folely confifts of engraved plates, accompanied 
only with explanations of the figures contained in them, 
precludes us from enlarging upon its contents \ the propereft 
method by which we can convey to our readers a juft idea of the 
nature of the work, will be, to give the hiftory of the under- 
taking, as we colled it from die author’s preface; and to 
Subjoin a ftort defcriptive catalogue of the different fubjeds 
contained in this colledion. 

The cultivation of that part of Anatomy which forms the 
fubjed of this publication, had not, for obvious reafons, kept 
pace with the improvements and difcoveries tnade in the other 
branches of that fcience. Opportunities of diffeding the hu- 
man pregnant uterus, at leifure, as the author obferves, very 
rarely occuh It was not till the year 1751, that a favourable 
opportunity prefented itfelf to him, of profecuting, on the hu- 
man fubjed, his refearches into utero-geftation, which had 
before, in a great meafure, been confined to brutes. The 
body c f a woman who died fuddenly near the end of pregnancy, 
and in a feafon of the year favourable to difiedion, then fell 
into his hands. The injedion of the blood veffels proved fuc- 
cefsful. This fubjed furniQied ten capital drawings, which were 
made by that able draughtsman, in this branch of defign, M. 
Rymfdyk ; and were engraved by Strange, Grignion, Ravenet, 
and other capital artifts. 

The author originally propofed to have immediately pub- 
lifted thefe ten plates, as an iiluftration of an intended anato- 
mical description of the gravid uterus , and as a ground-work 
for further improvements in this part of anatomy. Two other 
fubjeds, however, having come into hit poffeffion, he enlarged 
his plan, in hopes of being enabled to give the public a more 
octenfive work, by diligently availing kimfelf of thofe opportun- 
ities with which his refidence in a populous city, and thp 
sffiftance of his numerous triends, might furnift him for that 
pirpofe. 

The prefcnt work is the joint refult of the author’s good for- 
tine in thefe refpeds, and of the (kill and diligence with which 
he turned it to account, it contains a feries of engravings 
taltn from no lefs than thirteen different fubjects, who died in \ 
varous periods of pregnancy ; from the term of five weeks, 
to hat of nine months. Thefe engravings are contained ip 
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thirty- four plates $ in which each figure is an exa& repmfenta^ 
tion of nature, or a faithful copy pf the object (firft properly 
prepared for the purpofc by the author) as it appeared to she 
painter, without prefenting to the view any parts thrown in 
from memory or the imagination. Although feme advantages 
may undoubtedly be derived from a temperate and judicious 
efcercife of the fancy, by exhibiting, in the fame figure, the 
refule of a variety of ftudies after nature, and vvhat could not 
poffibly be feen, at one view, in the fame fubjeA : yet the more 
rigjd method adopted by the author has, as he juftly obferves, 
this very efiential advantage j that, * as it represents what was 
aAually feen, it carries the cnafk of truth, and becomes slmoft 
as infallible as tbe objed itfclf.’-rJt is likewUe a capital advan- 
tage attending this work, though it is acknowledged, that the 
price of it is hereby confiderably enhanced, that all tbe figures, 
with a very few exceptions, are exhibited as large as tbe life ; 
fb that the fmaller component parts are reprefen tod diftin&ly 
and without eonfufion. 

It remains that we give a general view of the contents of tbe 
work. The firft ten plates reprefent the fobje& above mentioned 
in various fituatiens. In the firft of them, a front view is 
given, without any other preparation than a crucial inctfion and 
the removal of the integuments. Two different fide views 
follow. In another plate, tbe uterus is reprefented opened, 
end the foetus, in fitu % brought into view, in a highly fimihed 
engraving, by Mr. Strange. Views of the ioternal Surface of 
the uterus and its appendages, and of the contents of the uUu- 
men> which come into view after its removal, conftituie the 
ibbje&s of the remaining plates of this feries. 

The nth, 12th, 13th, 14th, and 15th plates exhibit views 
of the uterus alone, or with the foetus included, taken from four 
other females who died likewife at the full time. The faceted- 
ing plates, from the t6th to the noth, prefcnt views of the 
womb, in a fixth fubjcA, who died at the period of eight 
months. The three firft of tbefe principally exhibit the difbri- 
butions of the uterine veffels. 

In plate 21ft, the uterus is reprefented as laid open in a 
ftventa fubjeft, who died in the feventh month* The atd 
reprefents a fe&ion of the pelvis in the feme fubjeA. In tUs 
very inftrudive drawing, the form, fituation, fkc. of its contests 
are clearly exhibited. 

Plates 23d and 24th contain drawmga made from an eighth 
fubjeft at fix months. The following plates, from the 151! to 
the 29th, prefent various figures from three other fiihpAs oho 
died in the fifth month. In the 26th particularly, are flmvn 
the circumftances of a retrovericd uterus, and a Madder ms- 
moufly diftended. 
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lx the jotb, 31ft, and 324! plates, drawings are given ofthn 
utenpgno iu contents, in the fourth and third months, of prtg* 
nancy ; and in thy 33d and 34th plates, are represented figures 
of different abortions and conceptions, at different periods, froaa 
nine to three weeks. 

We fhaU only further add, with refped to this capital pro* 
du£tion, that k every where carries marks of the author’s (kill 
and attention, both in the previous preparation, and in tho 
judicious difpofition, of the different fubjeds, for the purpoi* of 
furnilhing diftinft and inftru&ive views of all the parts; and 
that the execution of k, both with refpett to the drawing and 
engravings in general, .perfo&ly corresponds with the kaoam 
corre&neis of the author, and does ccedk to the different 
artifts employed in- it. 

m l U^MI »m 'Pirnt ■ t l u>’>»'nnM!inM -ynr r H m m 

Art. VI. A PhUoJkpbkal Ddfirtatie* an the Dmag Veffcl froje&ed by 
Mr* Day , ywdfimk im Plymouth Sound, tic. To vdoub is added an 
Appends x % jbpwimg *bn variem* Methods of Weighing Ships im general* 
TT-IUuftrs^d with tujo Copper Plates, fy N, 6. Fal<;k, M. 
Quarto, 2s. 6 d. J,aw. &c. 1775. 

H A D she body of the late unfortunate Mr* Day been 0 
pure raafs of molten gold, or had he even defeended into 
she deep, in the Maria floop, laden with a cargo of diamonds. 
Dr. Falck could not have exerted. himfelf with more zeal and 
unremitting induftry, than are difplayed in this account of bis 
teiteratod and capemive attempts to bring him up to the furface 9 
and convey him and his veflel to dry land. HU principal and 
avowed motive was, however, of a nobler and more difinterefted ' 
kind. 

4 There is,’ as the author hitafeif obferveth in his preface, 
S a predominant prifcoa reigning in the breaft of every man, 
yriuch , Hie Jetsam's Serpent^ fwallesm up tbere/i* mine is that 
nf bemefhmg myrnbimiS Our exalted philanthsopift fvithee ob** 
ferves, that his fir it and principal ebje& was no- Ufa than a pro? 
fpfiSt * of raftering life to a man, whofo death he prefemod not 
to be real* hut a mere reflation of the animal functions* and 
va h ofe congealed mala of blood would remain a coofidcrabU 
time, in (a cold a region, before a chance of putrefa&ion oould 
take place; % — «and who * was fecure from becoming food tar 
the Bfh* 9 

Our author, never tbeleff, was not in a condition to begs* his 
benevolent and fidutnsy operations, in favour of the fuhmartee 
phffofophev and gambler, till fix woehs after hia fjikmoffion ; 
aad, oi\ their fiuJueo, had got every thing in ccadinefa with a 
VMntorefhmo them, even after an interval of above four months* 
Even at tho firft of thafe periods. Dr. Falck muff, to ufe hie 
own words, have been greatly 'blooded 1 by jpbilamtbrepyJ if bo 
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entertained the moft diftant hopes of the revivifemee of th ir 
unfortunate, diver ; unlefs he might found them on the popular 
opinion concerning the fwailow, which is fuppofed to lie 
torpid, during the winter, at the bottom of ponds or lakes, and 
to be reftored to life on being brought into the air, and re- 
ceiving its warm and vivifying influence. — Be this as it may, 
the author’s * fecond motive was, the pleafure of clearing up to^ 
the philofophical world, the true caufe of the failure of this ex- 
periment, and to difeover fuch fads as might prove of future 
advantage to the world/ 

We muft refer the reader to the pamphlet itfelf, for the au- 
thor’s defeription and delineation of Mr. Day’s diving veflei * 
and the account which he gives of his various, apparently well 
concerted, though unfuccefsful endeavours to weigh and bring 
it to (bore. We muft, however, take the liberty to obferve, 
that Dr. Falck appears to much greater advantage in the prac- 
tical department, than in that of philofophical theory. . Though 
from his very minute and fatisfa&ory defeription of the tne- 
chanifm of the diving veflei, and his relation of the ctr- 
cumftances attending the execution of Mr. Day’s experi- 
ment, an intelligent and well-informed reader cannot be at a loft 
to align many probable caufes of its failure $ the principal of 
which are pointed out by the Author : yet he will not readily 
adopt Dr. Falck’s Angular .opinions, either with refpe& to the 
• prodigious cold 9 of the regioti into which Mr. Day defeended ; 
or the equally prodigious effects which he fqppofes this cold 
muft neceflarily produce on the air which he carried down with 
him ? nor will he readily join the Doctor in his very obfervable 
hydroftatical heterodoxy; which, as philofophical inquifitors, 
we cannot poflibly pafs unnoticed. 

* To me, fays Dr. Falck, it appears probable that the air 
with which Mr. Day defeended would be fo diminijbed by the 
told of the circumambient water at that great depth, as to ren-* 
der the chamber comparatively a vacuum,'— Nay, fuch are Dr. 
F.’s notions of the more than antar&ic cold which, he fup- 
pofes* rages in the fubmarine regions, at the depth of a* 
fathoms } that be affirms that Mr. Day 4 muft, as it were, have 
been thunderflruck with cold at the end of his fatal and fudden 
defeeitt; fo as toexbauft all vivifying warmth of the animal 
automaton.’ 

On coming 4 to a conclufion on this head,’ the Author adds, 
that 4 if it has fo happened that the chamber’ (in which Mr. 
Day defeended) 4 has been burft in by the prefltire of the wa- 
ter, the violence could neither proceed from the denfity of the 
water at that depth ; nor from the weight of the column of water 
prejfmg upon the object ; but from the prodigious celdnefs of the cir- 
cumambient water, contracting (he inclofcd air in tjie chamber. 
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{b as to render it comparatively a vacuum* not only unable to 
refift, but even by an attractive force to invite the circumam- 
bient cold and condenfed fluid to prefs in its walls, fimilar to 
an exhaufted vial in the receiver of the air pump, when the 
air is let in, which, on account of the vacuum within, is 
crufhed by the weight of the atmofphere.' 

In this and other paflages Dr. Falck treats the well known, 
end certainly well founded, bfdroftatical paradox , as it has been 
called, very cavalierly. He declares it to be a profs pbilofopbi - 
cal error , * although it is generally adopted — to attribute the 
preflTure to the weight of the column of water above ;’ and ftig- 
matifes this dodrine, as a proportion ‘ incompatible to common 
finfiy and the nature of things.’ 

What Common Sense, in her great wifdom, but unenlightened 
by experience, might fey, if (he were confulted on this matter, 
we (hall not inquire. For our parts — though file is undoubtedly 
a very refpe&able good old lady— experiment, and reafoning, 
induce us to fly in her face on this occafion, and refolutely to 
maintain, againft all her, and her advocate’s, fuggeftions to the 
contrary, that the Maria , or any other Hoop,' lying in 22 fa- 
thoms of felt water, muft undoubtedly fuftain, on all (ides, a 
prefliire at lead equal to the weight of four atmofpheres. 

Overlooking thefe and other theoretical mijlakes , which are 
not intitled to a regular or formal confutation, we iball only 
add, that thofe whofe curiofity is directed towards the fubje& of 
this performance, will here find it gratified with an authentic 
detail of all the circumftances relating to the very fiagular 
tranfedion recorded in it. It contains likewife various obfer- 
vations and pradical diredions refpeding the art of weighing 
veflels, which appear to be judicious. We apprehend that the 
Author has likewife the merit of being the firft (as far, at lead, 
as our reading enables us to fpeak to this matter) who has 
treated of this ufeful art; which has hitherto, we believe, been 
depofited, and locked up, in the heads of certain adepts, who 
derived their knowledge of it folely from pradice and tradition. 

Art. VII. Four Di/courfes . I. On the Duty of a Chriftian Minifter 
under the Obligation of conforming to a national Religion efta- 
blifhed by the Civil Powers. II. On the Queftions, What is 
Chrifiiamty ? and, 'Where is it to be Warned ? ‘III. On the true 
Meaning of the Phrafe, The Interests of Religion. IV. On 
the original Principles of the first Protestants. Delivered to 
the Clergy of the Archdeaconry of Cleveland, in the Years 1767, 
1769, 1771, and 1773. By F ranc * s Blackburne, M. A. Arch- 
deacon of Cleveland. 8vo. 3-s. fewed. Wilkie. 1775. 

T HE maderly Writer of thefe Difcourfes has introduced them 
with a long preface, in which, beiide dating, in gene- * 
rai, the defign of each difeourfe, heconfiders certain collateral 
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qwrttotw, frrifing from the fdbjndte which he has treated. T U 
petal moft largely dlfcftfled by Mm is tbe objedion chat hat 
been made to the hood ltd of certain clergymen, who are difo 
fetisfed With the fubfcription, and other matters required by the 
Church of England, for dill continuing to cutrcife their mi* 
niftry in that Church. Our Author, having here done jaRice 
SO the Integrity and cfeara&er of Mr. Lind fey, proceeds to al- 
lege a number of eondderetions that mint attention, in favour 
or fuch of the clergy u as may continoe to mtnifter in* or 
totntMfthUte with the Church, though they may think forte* 
thing at other may be made better* and more adapted to the 
ot»ds of religion and the inttrefts of Chrtftkttity.” 

Part of what hath been advanced by Mr. BUcfcbutne, is as 

follows : 

* But as their fyttem (fpetWitg of the fifft fremert of oar efla- 
blUhad fortes) continues td be bound open us by the laws Of a civil 
eAabitfhment, and it not likely to be reduced* m the pfefent age, 
U a note liberal ftandard of conformity, and h yet adhered to by 
fo large a majority of oar fellow-chriftiaas* and has in it fo many 
excellent things which may be turned to the ofe of edification, with- 
out any etyecial refpeft to the abftrufe and fcholattic do&iines, that 
are held up as the mibbolcth of the Church, (which after dll allows 
us to bring them to the tell of the feriptuits) it may be worth the 
CtmiMetattion of a fttious minifter of the gofpel, how far be may be 
Jafttfied, up** tbi in leaving his fturioti, where he hath (b 

many fbtr oto afiotn of being profitable to the people voder his care, 
and exchanging it for another, where the ter y ctrcmoftaute of hie 
hiving a new teUndadon to lay, mu ft make his fatccfi in the prac~ 
fiscal and for more important part of his duty, extremely precarious. 

4 It is, 1 freely own, a mean and difinaenuous part In any cler- 
gyman of the eftabliOtment to glofs over tne faults and blemilhes of 
it, and to defend all the forms m ufe, merdy for the purpofe of ex- 
culpating hhnlhlf for continuing to officiate in the church ; but I will 
not fcrfftole to fty, that no man has a right to charge another with 
ftrf pOcrify add dhipticky, who fairly ana openly declares his fenti*- 
Meets eo vhefd defofts* uud net only wifhes, but ufes his beft en- 
deavours to have them reformed. 

4 A feefibJe man who has objections to the forms and ordinances 
received h the religious fociety with which be h in communion, may 
hive reUfofis of conference inducing him fonoufly to deliberate 
Whether he is obliged to feparcfe from it On account of /£#/£ objec- 
tions? There have been, both rn former and latter times, many Wile 
and gbbd men who have thought it a matter of no little confequeace 
to feparate from a fbdety profeffing itfelf a Cbriftian Church, aad 
Adopting the fcriptures as the only authentic rule of the faith and 
duty of its members, even though it ftioo-ld have adopted forte very 
exceptionable principles and practices into its eftabHftted eonftito- 
fisrtu The fenfe that one rata ft has of the Cfrhtcfc’a deviations from 
• her acknowledged rule* Would not probably jaftify him in foparatiag 
from q o mm uoi on with bur § as the fame time that another man, who 
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confide he* deviations in another view, may chink kb ftpotaao* 
from her# not only juftifiable, but necedary* Both may agree chat 
fhe dota in Ml deviate from her rule * hot a qucfiion ftill remains 
between them# what thofe deviations are# and how far they make 
conformity to her ordinances finful and criminal ? 

* i do not apprehend# that the moll zealous defenders of the efta* 
blifhed Church are fa perfe&Iy agreed in the fenfe of particular 
fcriptures# as to pronounce with united voice# how far any reli- 
gious Society of rrotcftants among us# deviates from this capital 
rule in e*vtrj inilance. We muft therefore neceflarily differ# both 
with refpe& to the in dances wherein even our own Church is fnp« 
pofed to deviate# and with refpe& to the degree of blame# or if yam 
will# of guile# imputable to the Church for perilling m fitch de- 
viation.' 

Our ingenious Archdeacon farther obfervea# that thofe wh* 
Have their fufpicioita, of even a ftrong perfuafion* that many’ 
things in our ecdefiaftkal forms and ordinances are wrong, 
add ought to be reformed* may ftill have fubftancial reafons foe 
not leaving their ftation in the Church, « and 1 wiH ventsts* 
fays he# tiy name for one* the infpoffibttity of their being isi a mf 
degree fo ufeful in any other. 

4 ft fednns to be a matter of indifference with thofe feealoas and 
difinterefted confers, who woold have every clergyman to leave the 
Church# unlefs he is perfe&ly convinced that the Church wants no 
reformation, that many hundreds by fuch feceffion might want bread 
to eat, and raiment to put on. They Would probably tell the fuf- 
ferers, that they are not to look at thfe temporal coufetjowrees of 
their fetf- denial# but leave their future provifloti to provident*. 
Such fuggeftions come with great eafe from thofe who ard ft6 1 td 
beat the expense of maintaining tbefe oattaft** But though that 
way be none of their concern# it certainly would become tkeir tom 
dnsr and their charity, to point oat the provinces in which fthefe ho* 
feptraciftl alight be equally ufeful# though not fo fat add well 
liking# as they are in the church of England. 

* In the mean time, the fadt is,^ that numbers of our brethren re- 
main in the church (whatever their motives may bfe) who htfve verf 
different conceptions, concerning her eAablithed doftrlnfes, and the 
fbrrts by which the law obliges them to olfitiace. Comttrnitig thefe# 
^ratleafta majority of them, I atir petfufaded, they May do much 
more ferviee in their tefpe&ivh flattens# la a hundred kifthnCes# 
*h«it neither she church nor the flat* would kieerfert wkh Cham# 
than they can do harm by their conformity# or than they can do 
good by feparating from the church. And to thefe, 1 would willingly 
hope a few intimations to that purpofe may be neither ufdefs non 
impertinent; leaving the reft to every man’s Confcience, and con- 
tiding that our fuperiots will in no long time be convinced# chat fo 
much of our church fyftem as is worth fupporting, will never be 
hurt by being ellablifhcd upoh mote equitable condition's/ 

The Author hath given a long arid eutittufc note, iiV wbfdl 
&e cafe* of Father Paul h particularly exatnittet!. Btihoplte* 
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deta in a fermon preached from Revelations xviii. 4, undertakes, 
among other things, to apologife for fome who continued in 
communion with the Church of Rcme, in which Bifbop Burnet 
44 did not doubt but he had his friend Padre Paulo in hi* thoughts.** 

4 The whole citation, fays Mr. Blackburn, is well worth the peru- 
fal, if it is but as a matter of curiofity. But I (hall only fele& one 
paiTage, which, if it will apply in the cafe of Father Paul, the bene- 
fit of it may a fortiori be claimed by the Conformifts to a lefs ex- 
ceptionable Church. 44 Neither, fays the Preacher, let the hard 
term of byfocrifie be ufed of the infirmity, and fometime of humble 
and peaceable carriage of fome that oppofe not common errors, nor 
wreftle with the greater part of men, but do follow the multitude, 
referring a right knowledge to themfelves ; and fometime* (by the 
favour which God gives them to find where they live) obtain better 
condition* than others can.’* 

The latter part of this quotation, yrhich is repeated, by our 
Author, in the courfe of the note, may poffibly have been re- 
cited by him as capable of a diftinft and peculiar application. He 
wilhes to have it underdood, that the inftances of Father Paul, 
Erafmus, and others, are not brought to furnilh any fort of 
mea with apologies or expedients of exculpation, to which they 
may poffibly have no title ; but to retrain that fpirit of judging 
one another, where the verdiCl neither is nor can be fupported 
by fufficient evidence: and above all, to fugged, with all due 
deference to our fuperiors, that the fame fort of exactions which 
gave offence and difquiet to wife and good men in communion 
with the Church of Rome, can never do honour to a Protedant 
Church. 

Without aflerting that we are completely fatisfied with the 
whole of what has been alleged, by this able Writer, in de- 
fence of continuing in miniderial conformity, where the Con- 
formids have great objections to the edablifhed fydem, we 
mud fay, that it appears to us to have much weight in it ; ef- 
pecially with regard to thofe perfons who may be fo happy as 
44 (by the favour which God gives them to find where they 
live) to obtain better conditions than others can.” We do by 
no means approve of the cenfures which are fometimes thrown 
out, either by bigoted Churchmen or zealous Didenters. The 
latter are precluded, by their education and fituation, from 
having any proper conception of the difficulties which a worthy 
clergyman feels, who is diflatisfied with many things in the 
public forms, and yet is bound down, by almod irrefidible ties, 
to his prefent date. Indeed, the propriety of any individual’s 
remaining in the Church mud depend on a variety of circum- 
ftances. If fuch a one (bould happen to think, that the dated 
worfhip of the edablifhment derogates from the honour which 
is due to the one God and Father of All, and, at the fame 
time, doth not 44 find that favour, where he lives, to obtain 
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better conditions than others can,’ 9 his cafe is, undoubtedly, 
of a very ferious nature. 

From that part vf the preface which relates to the fecond 
difcourfe, we (hall make a fmall extradt, for the fake of its fine 
concluding refleftion. Mr. Blackburne has been fpeaking of 
the notion of Chriftianity entertained by Algernon Sidney. 

* I might indeed have given Gregory Nqzianzen's definition, Cbrif 
tianity is the imitation of the divine nature . But a profefled difputant 
would have known his bufinefs very imperfectly, if he had omitted 
to aik, what was meant by the divine nature ? which might have led 
to a difcullion of ten thoufand opinions of philofophers and fathers, 
into which I have neither time nor inclination to enter. 

1 St. James's definition was much nearer at hand. Pure religion and 
madefied before God even the Father is this , to vifit the fatkerlefs and 
widows in their afflidion, and to keep himfelf unfpotted from the world. 
If any one fhould tell me, that the charitable vifitation and fpotlefs 
life here mentioned, are only the fruits of religion, and that we are 
1H11 left to inquire by what dodlrir.es or principles they are brought 
forth, I would chufe only to anfwer. Go thou and do likewife , and 
thou Jbalt know more of the dofirines , both with refpeCt to their origin 
and real meaning, than the greatefl divine upon £arth can exhibit, 
with allhi# definitions, axibms, and criticifms.’ 

The flrf of thefe difcourfes took its rife from a fufpicion 
that the yotfnger, and the lefs capable part of the clergy, flu- 
dious and attentive to difcharge their duty according to the due 
nrder of the Churchy might fometimes overlook whatthe Holy 
Scriptt&re’ requires of us towards making full proof of our mbtifry . 
Accordingly, it is the principal deftgn of our Author, to ex* 
hort the clergy to the ftudy and preaching of the facred wri- 
tings, and to (hew that this is their firft and chief obligation. 
In the profecution of his fubjeft, he makes many important 
observations on the nature and views of civil eftablifliments, 
and other concurrent matters : but we (hall only give a few de- 
tached extrads, as, indeed, we mud do with regard to the 
whole of the prefent performance ; becaufe a regular account 
of every objc& deferving of attention would carry us beyond 
bur limits. 

*The following delineation of the purpofes of our Lord, in 
the choice of his apoftles, merits , the notice of the Chriftian 
Reader : 

* And therefore, as our Lord came into the world to bear witnefs 
unto the truths and to preach and propagate the gofpel of truth 
among people of all ranks and denominations, without any regard 
to the carnal prejudices or the political interelts of the powers of this 
world. He chofe his preachers and miniflers out of a fort of men who 
were Itrangers to the intrigues and refinements of human policy, and 
who, though they were full of the expectation of a temporal Mcf- 
fiah, would be the more «fily weaned from this prepoflbflion, in 
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confederation, that perfons in their low condition, and of their flea* 
der accoriipliftimenfs, cOnld form* no very fangnine hopes of being 
roach more diftinguiQied, or roach better provided for, in confc- 
qaence of any national revolution, than they were in their prefect 
ituation. Their adherence to this miftaken expectation fo long, 
appears to have been occafioned by their fuggefting to therofelves, 
that, being chofen by Jefus to be his difciples and intimate friends, 
in preference to others of more eminent talents, they might have 
pretentions to honours and rewards in this new kingdom, to which 
they could not have afpircd, under the government of any perfon 
with whom they had no foch connection, and from whom their Ra- 
tion and circum fiances fee them at a greater diftance. They were, 
however, eatily cured of this prejudice, when they came to under- 
Hand, that they were the companions, not of a triumphant, but of 
a fuffering Mefliah, whom the powers of this world would treat with 
contempt and cruelty, and in the event with capital execution ; 
and would be much fooner reconciled to their difappointment, than 
men whofe converfation and acquaintance with the world at large, 
bad taught them to put a greater value upon the honours and pro- 
fits of a fuperior ftation. 

* At the fame time that they had this account of the humiliation 
of their Lord and Mailer, they were told, that they were to fucceed 
to his miniilrv with the fame fufFerings in their view, and with the 
fame enmity from Kings and Migiftrates, and the ruling powers of 
this world, wherever they {hould t>e called or allotted to difeharfee 
their comtniflSon« 

4 Our Saviour's inltrq&ions to them, with refpeft to their preach* 

. ing and propagating his gofpel, prepared them for thefe trials, and 
their conduct and practice afterwards (hewed, that they had profited 
by his admonitions. And thus all connexion of this new difpeofe- 
tion with the political views and interefU of fecular authority, were 
entirely broken. The preachers of the gofpel wer^not to flay fyr 
the permiflion of civil governors to enter upon their province, or 
to take directions from them what doClrines they (hould teach, or aft 
what times or places, or under what reftriCtions. The maxim that 
God, in thefe things, was to be obeyed, and not man , was a foil ex- 
emption from this kind of dependence. And left this appeal from 
human authority might give occafion to ftigmatife them with die 
imputation of factious and feditidus deiigns, their commandment was, 
to be the fervants of all, to recommend the word of truth to the uni- 
verfal acceptance of the whole race of mankind by their own inno- 
cence and humility, by their diGnterefted charity, their unwearied 
diligence in preaching peace and love, as well as truth, and finally 
to fhew by their example as well as doCtrine, that the kingdomto 
which tWy were employed to gain fubjeCts, was not a kingdom of this 
world . 

‘ In whatever other refpeCts the pallors of Chriftian churches in the 
prefent time?, m:iy be called the fuccefTors of the apollles, they cer- 
tainly fucceed them io this part of their obligation, that is to fay, 
in the obligation to preach the word of God in truth and in fincerity, 
unawed by the powers of this Vorld, and uninfluenced by the Tiope 
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* or fear 6f prc&nt reward or punifhment ; the fame word which Chrifl 
himfelf preached, and hit difciples have recorded, unadulterated with 
the fubtile refinements and fictitious comments of vain and interefied 
men, and without any other refpeCl to the ordinances of man, than 
as they tend to promote the common edificatidn of the Chriftian bro- 
therhood, and to anfwer the original defign of the preachers’ office, 
of bringing all men to the knowledge of the truth, and by that means 
to everiafhng life.’ 

Agreeable to the fpirit and defign of the preceding remarks, 
are the fubfequent exhortations : 

* Upon whatever terms, or by whatever authority we receive our 
office, if we take it upon ns willingly, and of a ready mind, we 
ihould confider ourfelves as under an indifpenfable obligation to that 
heavenly Mafier whole ftewards we are, prior to any ftipulations 
with any particular fodety which calls itfclf Chriftian. No fuch 

, focioty indeed can, upon its own principles, juftly require either 
more pr left in matters of religion, than our fovereign head and go- 
vernor hath prescribed in that revelation of his will, which his pro- 
vidence hath handed down to us in the Holy Scriptures. To this 
doCtrine the Church of England bears her tefiimony in feveral of 
her folemn forms, and in that particularly, by which our office is 
conferred. 

* tn thefe circumllances, to be influenced in our public miniflra- 
tions, by the hope of pleafing, or the fear of difpleafing the powers 
of this world* mail fupjeCt us to an account which we cannot think 
of giving with joy and Satisfaction, if the apoftles of Chrifl have 
faithfully and truly flared the conditions on which they received their 
coromiffion.’ 

Mr. Blackbjurne, with great truth and juflice, takes notice, 
that it i6 much to be regretted, that they who undertook to 
. cftablifh Protcftant Churches in different countries of Europe, 
by civil fandions, {hould not have been a little more attentive 
to the nature and genius of the Chriftian religion, which their 
Own principles, if adhered to, wou)d have fuggefted to them, 
"was then the mod efficacious, when profeffed and prafiifed with 

• its native moderation, and in its native fimplicity : 

* The beginnings, continues he, of the Reformation were indeed 
attended in all thefe countries with great difficulties, and violent 
draggles with powerful adverfaries. But calmer times fucceeded, 
when, if due regard had been paid to the healing dictates of Chrifi* 
tianity, many of thofe evils and fcandals might have been avoided* 
which give a ferious reader of thofe hiltories pain and difguft. 

* The civil powers who efpoufed the Protefhnt religion, feem, 
in their provifions for peace and order in their rcfpeaive Churches, 
to have been too apprehenfive of the diflurbances which they fup- 
pofed a more enlarged toleration of private judgment would have 
produced. They did not forefee that the eftablifhment of one fyitem 

* of dodrine, and one mode of worfhip, with fo undue a preference, 
and fo many fuperior advantages above the red, would neceflaraly 

, foment thofe divifions which they intended to avoid ; and drive them 

iT Y 1 at 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



3i6 Bkckburnc^ Four Dtfcourfis. 

at length, ifi their purfuit of an ideal uniformity, into thcfe vei *JT 
unchnftian mcafures of coercion which had been the obje&s of their 
abhorrence in the Church of Rome, and none of the lead juftih able 
motives they had for coming out of her. 

‘ Experience, and the free difcuffion of the grounds of Chridian 
liberty, has given us a more diftin& view of the miftakes of onr 
predece flora, feme of which have accordingly been reftified. But 
more ftill remains to be done, and it is to be feared will remain, tall 
the civil powers feel the inconveniences of confining Chriftian edi- 
fication by political covenants, which prevent even the date frost 
receiving the benefits that a more diffufive encouragement of the eon* 
feientious principle among its fubje&s, would unqueftionably derive 
upon it.’ ' 

In conclufion, the Author, with equal ferioufoefs and good 
Jenfe, obferves, that it it in the endeavours of the clergy to 
revive the influence of the power of godlineft upon the heart, 
that they mud expe& their fincerity and perfeverance will be 
put to the utmoft teft. 

4 It is, fays he, an undertaking next to defperate, to attempt to 
bring back a carelefs and diflipated people to the pure and uncor- 
rupted fountains of evangelical truth and piety, where fo many hy- 
pocrites and plaufible profefTors teach them to put fo high a value 
upon merq formalities. 

4 But it is a work indifpenfably annexed to our calling, and there- 
fore to be undertaken at all events ; and though in the progrefs of 
it, we (hould fall upon expedients that may grate upon the fecular 
and political accommodations, to which fome parts of our edablifhed 
fyftem may feem to give countenance, let us remember, that tKe 
w'tfdom which is from above, is without partiality , that it is our efpe- 
cial com million to in force the power of godlinefs, and that wherever 
this is our aim, as it is always our duty, it will be of very little con- 
fequence to our final account, what becomes of thole forms of it, 
by whatever precedents or examples they are recommended, which 
derive not their authority from the word of God.* 

The fecond of thefe Difcourfes refers to an objedion made 
to the Chridran religion, on account of the uruertainty'oi itt 
do& rincs, as they are differently reprefented by many eminent 
divines who have undertaken to explain them. It has been ob- 
ferved, that if you fhould afk a Jew or a Mahometan concern* 
ing their faith refpeftively, each of them would give a clear 
and fatisfaflory account of his religion, and for the mod part 
confident with what another Jew or Mahometan would give, 
in anfwer to the quedion, What is Judaifm ? or what is Ma- 
hometifm ? Whereas were you to afk the two fird Chridians 
you meet, one after the other. What is Chridianity ? You. 
would have two anfwers as different from each other, as the 
anfwer of the Jew or the Mahometan would be from either of 
them* 
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But it is {hewn, by our learned Writer, that this is a re- 
bellion which moll probably was never juftificd by a fair experi- 
ment ; and that we might fafely deny the fact, if the trial fliould 
be made in fimilar circumftances. Leaving, however, thefe 
comparifons out of the cafe, the queftion, IVbat is Chrijlianity ? 
is a queftion of importance, particularly to the teachers of it,‘ 
and a queftion which they ought frequently to put to k thenn- 
felves. This, therefore, is the point here difcufled ; in doing 
which many pertinent refle&iobs are made cn the complex ar- 
tificial explanations that have been formed of particular points 
of do&rxne, and on the enforcement of them by the civil power. ' 
Juftice is done, in the courfe of the charge, to the chara$er 
and conduit of Gallio ; and the Author hath delivered his own 
Sentiments of the temper with which religious eftablifhments 
ought to be conduced, in the following pafTage : 

• Eftablifhments of religion, for public worfhip, and other good 
twrpofes of mutual edification, are doubtlefs highly expedient, and 
in the prefen t jftate of things, even neceffary. But when the edifica- 
tibn oft Chriflian people is the objelt of them, great care ihould ba 
taken that they go 'not beyond the bounds preferibed by the nature 

the difpenfation on which they profefs to be founded, which' in 
this cafe, the fcripturC’s exhibit with fufficient perfpicuity and preci- 
Jion. Whenever men have ailed in fuch cafes without their proper 
warrant, error, mifehief, and tyranny have been the certain confer 
fences, of which popery Hands as a deplorable iuflance, and aa 
awful warning to all future times. Bo far as eftablifhments of reli- 
gion are either neceflary or expedient they are neceffary and expe- 
dient for every ferious and fincerejChrillian. Can then thoffe elta- 
blifhjnents he good, can they be righteous, can they be Chriflian 
efUbliftments, which exclude from Chriflian privileges numbers of 
pious and ferious Chriilians, by preferibing conditions of commu- 
nion, which neither Chrifl nor his apoflles have authorifed* or fo 
much as mentioned/ 

In this difeourfe, Mr. Blackburne hath made fome proper 
ftri&ures on the eflay upon eftablifhments, and on Dr. Balguy’s 
fermon at the confecration of the Bifhop of Llandaff; after 
which he fpiritedly adds, 

4 What kind of representations of Chriflianity are thefe ? What 
Conld tempt men of fenfe and learning to defend etlabliihments upon 
thefe licentious principles, at the expence of almofl every evaogelu 
pal duty, and every benevolent end, injoined and propofed by our « 
J^ord and his apoflles in this gracious and heavenly difpenfation, for 
the inflru&ion and reformation of a degenerate race of mortals, lying 
in darknefs and the fbadow of death, without hope, and even with- 
put God in the world ? 

4 The only inference I would draw from thefe particulars is, the 
peceflity we are under to confider for ourfelves, what is Chriflianity? 
To be going back frequently to this queftion, when we 'meet with 
jnea or books, which either through a falfe zeal, or aworfe motive, 
jUtf auemptii g to lead us into plaufible fyllems and theories, adapted, 

y } mi 
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not to the difcovery of the troth, or the pdnvi&ion of falfehobd, 
hot merely contrived to fupport and continue things in their prcfenC 
ftate whatever it may be, and to difcourage all examination into the 
grounds and principles on which they are eflabliihed.’ 

We cannot refrain from inferting the admirable conclufion 
of this difcourfe : 

* Finally, it is not only material for our own information to learn 
what true Chriflianityns, or where it may be found, but material for 
the information of thofe whb are committed to our care and over- 
fight, as miniflers of the gofpel. The common people are fubjeft 
to delufions in matters of religion of various kinds, but more parti- 
cularly to thofe which arife from the prejudices they contra# in fa- 
vour of the fyftem in which they have been educated, and by which 
their principles are inftilled as it were mechanically, without fuf- 
fjcient pains taken with them by their inflru&ors, to {hew them how 
what they profefs, is connected with or related to the true foundation 
of their ChriAian faith and worflrip. 

‘ Our province requires us not only to lead our people into the 
Way of truth, but, as much as poflible, to infpire them with the love 
of it, to fhew them the comfort and advantages of Chridtan know- 
ledge, to prevail with them to fearch and examine the fcriptures for 
themfelves, and to bring every thing that is taught them to that tch ; 
fo that they may not only be ready to give a proper anfwer to thofe 
who afk a reafon of the hope that is in them, but may likewife have 
a fufficient flock of this facred treafure to apply on all occafioos, for 
confolation in tdverfity, for fupport under every trial, and for fled-, 
faflnefs and refolution in the courfe of their Chriflian practice, wherein 
they will meet with fo many temptations, fo many bad examples to tun* 
them out of the way of truth, fo much oppoGtion, fcorn, and con- 
tempt to difcourage their perfeverance, and fo much plaufible fo- 
phiftry to allure them into the ambitious, avaricious, and fenfual 
purfuits of worldly good ; and all from thofe who profefs the fame 
religion with themfelves ; but would pretend to improve it by max- 
ims of prudence and decency, which, in the event, make a confor- 
mity to the world a more indifpenfable qualification of a Chriflian* 
than that renewal of the min4 which is opppfed to it by the apoftle 
Paul, as the means of proving or difcerning more perfectly the will 
of God, in the difpenfation of the gofpel. 

* Nothing, in our prefent fituation, can be more unworthy of our 
miniflerial calling, than to take the advantage of any perfonal 
efteem we may have from our people, or of any wrong notions they 
may entertain of peculiar gifts and privileges belonging to the cleri- 
cal character, to inculcate our own private opinions and fentiments 
on difputable points of do&rine, as matters of faith to be believed 
on the peril of their falvation. We may, and we ought freely to 
profefs our fentiments, and, with a becoming mpdefty, give our rea- 
sons why we adopt them ; but to fay to the multitude, thus and thus 
ye mull believe, or be {hut out of the kingdom of heaven, may amaze 
and terrify the ignorant and the fearful, and procure an outward 
aflent to what is advanced with fuch aflu ranee ; and in certain cir- 
tqmftances, may ferve perhaps to gain over numbers to flrengthen % 
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fed or a party, bat will not add one grain of Chriftian knowledge or 
Cluiftian edification to the reafonable mind of the humble bearer, 
who, whatever may be pretended* is as much intitled to the know- 
ledge of the troth, as the ableft of his teachers. 

* * True Chriftianity fpeaks another language. Search the /crip - 
fares 9 whether the/e things are fo.~ Believe not every ffirit, but try the 
Jpirits whether they are of God, Beware of fatfe prophets . Why even 
of yourfelves judge ye mot what is right . / J peaky fays the great apo- 

ftle of the Gen dies, as to wife men , judge ye what 1 fay . 

* Be thefe oar rules in our teaching, and be thefe our in- 
ftru&ioos to our hearers. Let os be cioathed with the fame mo- 
deration and with the fame humility, and, ap far as poflible, 
prevail without people to make themfelves judges from their 
own diligent fiody of the fcriptures, what true ChrWHanity is. 
And let us be allured that the more we fucceed in thefe exhor- 
tations and endeavours, the more fincere believers, and the more 
true fervants of God we (hall find among them ; and what is dill 
more, we (hall find more agreement In opinions, more nnion of af- 
fections, and more edification every way, among ourfeives, than 
ever yet was produced, or ever will be, either by the terrors Or al- 
lurements invented by the wifdom of the world to in force unifor- 
jnity of faith and worlhip, or by the peremptory decifions and fen- 
tences of particular teachers, pretending with unabafhed alfurance, 
to Supernatural illuminations. The glory cannot be great in either 
cafe, when the numbers that are added either to an eftablilhed fyf* 
tern, or to a led or party deviating from it, are merely the profelytes 
of ignorance and credulity.’ 

We could, with equal pleafure, produce fome extra As from 
the remaining part of the work : but we tnuft refer our Readers 
to the book itfelf j only remarking, that, at the clofe of the 
fourth difcourfe, the Author has unanfwerably refuted the poll* 
tions advanced by Dr. Balguy in his charge, and proved them 
to be entirely contrary to the true principles of a Proteftant 
eftablilhraent. 

It is no more than doing juftice to this publication, to fay, 
•that it is replete with ingenuity, piety, and learning. Mr. 
Blackburne pofleffeth fo.accurate and extenfive an acquaintance 
‘with ecclefiaftical hiftory, and hath fo much fagacity in his 
judgment of circumftances and charaAers, as enables him to 
convey his obfervations with peculiar force and fpirit, and to 
enter admirably into the tetaper of the times and the men whom 
he occafionaily defcribes : and he appears to have employed all 
•his talents for the laudable purpofe of promoting Chriftian and 
Proteftant knowledge, purity, and liberty. How greatly fupe- 
rior is the charaAer of iuch a clergyman, to that of thofe men 
who make every thing bow to the shrine of worldly intereft, and 
the contraAed views of human policy ! 

Y 4 ' A*r 
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AltT. VIII. A Defer iptio n concerning fuch Mechanifm cts will afford « 
nice, or true Menfuration of Time ; together with fome Account of the 
Attempts for the Difio<very of the Longitude by the Moon : as alfo an 
Account of the Difconsery of the Scale of Mufic. By John HarrHon f 
Inventor of the Time keeper for the Longitude at Sea. 8vo. 3 s, 
Jones. 1 77 5 • 

T H E curiofity of the Public may perhaps be raifed in ex« 
pe&j^pi^of having the principles of Mr. Harrifon’s ce- 
lebrated tfSPkeeper fully explained, the many curious contri- 
vances in his machines clearly deferibed, and their ufes pointed 
out by the inventor himfelf. We are forry to fay the Public 
will be difappointed. Any one who reads but a finje page of 
this pamphlet will be convinced that Mr. H. is utterly unqua- 
lified to explain, by writing his own notions, or to give a to* 
lerable idea of his own inventions, even when be chute* to do' 
it ; but he is in feme places purpofely obfeure. He often means 
to conceal (the only thing ufeful) the particulars of the ma- 
chines he has a&ually made; and deals much in abftrad prin- 
ciples, obfeure hints, and general intimations' of what might 
be done. See the note in page 32, note in page 39, and tke'top of 

t a i e 47 * 

Much of this work is taken up in fhowing the defers of Mr, 
Graham’s efcapement a rtpos or dead feconds, as requiring oil, 
and having an improper force on the pendulum, both in refpe& 
to its whole quantity and the law of its variation. Mr. H, 
dwells largely on the advantages of his own efcapement j but 
there is no drawing or defeription of this efcapement, and none 
will he give, his encouragement not having fuited (note in p. 27) ; 
however, out of hi' grace and favour, he does promife to fhow 
the Royal Society, not only the drawing, but alfo the palets 
themfelves (p. 54). We apprehend this efcapement is of the 
lame kind with that of the three great machines, made by Mr, 
H. and now at the Royal Obfervatojy. We find many va- 
luable observations relating to agronomical clpcks 5 viz. on the 
application of cycloidal cheeks as propoied by Huygens, and 
by himfelf, on the neceflity of a large vibration of the pendu- 
lum, and the advantage that may be made of the refiflance of 
the air, of the necefEty of a firm fufpenfion of the pendulum ; 
and above all Mr. H. flrongly inculcates that grand do&rine, 
that 4 he auxiliary force, (as it has been called *) though it 
ought to be confiderable in refpecl of fridion or other caufes 
that may make it vary ; fhould yet be fmall in refpe& of the 
original force of gravity qn the pendulum. 


* See Thoughts on the Means of improving Watches, by Thomas 
Mudge. Mr. Gumming calls thift the maintaining power , Efiay on 
' Clock- worl$ f 

' . , Mf. 
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Mr* H. alfo (hows how the feveral advantages in the con- 
ftru&ion of his clock, take place in his marine watch for find- 
ing the longitude. He tells us his lad improvement was 'made 
in 1771, he being thpn in his 8och year, and that he had mado 
a drawing of it, &c. (p. 44), but gives no defcription of this* 
por of the propofed alteration in the (hape of his diamond pa- 
lets (note in p 44), nor of any other improvements made or 
propofed fince 1765. The greater part of thefe new defigns 
he fays are put into execution, but not the lad part 5 

and he now finds the watch keeps time to a fecond in a fort- 
night (p. 60 ( and 103). He alfo gives an account of his difeo- 
yery of the fcale of mufic. Thefe accounts and obiervations 
are fcattered up and down the work without any order, and 
are intexfperfed with fome curious anecdotes of his life f. The 
whole pamphlet abounds with inve&ives againd the Cambridge 
and Oxford Profeffors/ and continual railing againd the lunar 
method of finding the longitude, and its patrons. Mr. H. goes 
fo far as to attack one ProfefTor by name, who, as he is not 
only ProfefTor of Experimental Philofophy at Cambridge, but 
alfo Majier of Mechanics to his Majedy, we cannot but fuppofe 
mud know fometbing more than that one wheel may turn another 
(note in p. 42). Mr. H. is alfo very angry at the Parfons $ in- 
deed the civilled thing he fays of them is, that they are Jlranga 
things! (p. 102). As Mr. H. complains fo much of extreme 
ill treatment (p. 58) we will give our Readers a (hort view of 
his claims, and the grants that have been made to him by the 
Public. 

The a£t of Queen Anne for providing a reward for fuch ar 
Xhould difeover the longitude at fea, being obtained by the im* 
portanity of Mr. Whidon, was probably framed with a parti- 
cular view to his method by bombs, and is therefore very defec- 
tive, con fide red as a general ad refpeding all other methods. 
The ena&ing part, taken exclufiveiy of the preamble, feems to 
confer the whole reward on the accidental fuccefs of one trial. 
If an adventurer Humid take with him a grofs of watches, and 
(ail to the Indies in a (hip, and to a port aifigned by the 
commidioners and any one of thefe watches (hould ever hap- 
pen to be right during his day at the port, he would (as fome 
interpret the a£t) be entitled to the whole 20,030 I. Nor 
)vould the commifljoners have power to examine the watch at 
its return, though nothing pan be more reafonable than to in- 
quire whether the watch had kept its time within the dated 

r ■ ■ ■■ . ■ 

+ The Reader will find the better part of this Gentleman’s life in 
(be fiiograpbia Britannic a « jSce £rt. Harr if 

limit! 
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limits in coming from, as well as in going to, the Indies 
Accordingly Mr. H. after the laft trial of his watch in 17649 
would not fuffer it to be publickly examined at its return froth 
Barbadoes, although it had been fo examined after the former 
trial at Jamaica in 1762.— But Mr. H. had not then been 
taught to rely on the fophiftry of cunning lawyers, rather than 
the merits of his caufe ; to which indeed he himfelf was inclined. 
The aft of Queen Anne does not formally oblige the author 
of the difeovery to explain the means neceilary to enable others 
to And the longitude as well as himfelf ; and accordingly Mr. 
H, utterly* refufed to difeover the conftruftion of his watch to 
the commiffioners in 1764. The commii&oners however con- 
ft rued the aft differently, and were of opinion that fucb an im« 
perfeft difeovery as this, could be of no public utility, and 
therefore not fuch a one as described in the preamble to the aft 
of Queen Anne', and for which alone a public reward was pro- 
vided. Yet they thought the fuccefs of Mr. H. very great ; 
that his labours merited a reward, and his abilities encourage- 
ment. An application was therefore made to parliament for an 
aft to explain that of Queen Anne, and to fettle the meaning 
of this wonderful word difeovery. This new aft (5 George III. 
cap. 20. \ palled in 1765, and affigned to Mr. H. the fora of 
10,000 1. for what he had done, provided he fully explained 
the conftruftion of his watch. It alfo prom i fed to him or his 
executors, &c. 1 0,000 1. more, when other watches of the fame 
kind, and of fufiicient exaftnefs, fhould be made either by him- 
felf or others. Mr. H. after boggling fome time about difeo- 
vering the principles of his watch in the terms of the aft, and 
finding, as himfelf fays, be Jhould get nothing if he elid n*t* % did 
at laft fully explain its conftruftion and principles ; and in con- 
fequence received the firft io,cool. 

It now remained for Mr. H. to make out his title to the 
other 10,000 1 . The Board of Longitude was fo indulgent, as 

J To know whether a watch will determine the longitude of a port 
in the Indies, the longitude of that port mud be firft fettled by fome 
other method. This, whatever that method be, is a matter of fop^e 
trouble and fome uncertainty. But to examine how far fuch a watch 
Jxath kept its time at the return from the Indies, is a matter of no diffi- 
culty and no uncertainty. If the time be determined by the fame aftro- 
nomical inftruments unaltered, both at the going out and return, 
no material error can be made, even though the pofition of the in- 
flruments Ihould not be nicely adjufted to the meridian, as their po- 
rtion will be the fame in both cafes. Inftruments muft be provided 
for a public examination at going out, and it does not look well to 
decline the fame public examination at the return ; though it be not 
Required by the exprefs words of the adt of parliament. N 

* Remarks on Mr. -Maikefyne, page 2s. 
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to declare they would be fatisfied if only two other fuch watches 
were made ; and the words of the ad would not permit them 
to difpenfe with fewer. They alfo ordered one of thefe 
two to be made at their own expence, by another watchmaker, 
Mr. Kendall. They appointed a Ihort and eafy mode of trial 
ax home, without requiring any voyage to the Indies. — But Mr. 
Harrifon’s tutors foon found a readier wav to get the other 
10,000 1. than by making watches, and lubmitting to trials, 
namely, by renewing their former clamour about the ad of 
Queen Anne, and the hardQiip in conftruins that ad by the 
new one of 1765, although this new ad palled with Mr. H.’a 
coofeot (for we never heard of his petitioning agajnft any pare 
of it) and he had adually received 1 0,000 T. by virtue of its 
authority. Such was the tendernefs of the legiflaturc in aclaiqi 
of a private fubjed upon government, that notwithftandingthe 
difpute had been fairly compromifed (and generoufly too on the 
part of government) by the ad of 1765, yet in a fnug money- 
bill of 1773 (13 George III. cap. 77) the fum of 8750 1 . was 
direded to be paid to Mr. H. without fo much as ftipulattng 
on the part of the Public that they fliould be acquainted with 
the improvements made in eight years lince 1765. This fum . 
with 1250 1 . before paid to Mr. H. in 1753, as fet forth in the 
ad of 26 George II. cap. 25, makes the other 10,000 1 . f 
, Several ads of parliament have been made principally, and 
one folely on Mr. H/s account ; this is the ad of 1 763 
(3 George III. cap'. 14) for encouraging him to publifti his in- 
vention for finding the longitude. It has been Mr. H.’s con- 
stant complaint that the Commifiioncrs of longitude having feats 
at that board by virtue of the public offices they hold, or as 
being profelTors of abftrad fciences in the univerfities, are not 
competent judges of improvements in pradical mechanics.— 
Well, the Commiffioners of 1763, were not the board of lon- 


f The ad of 1773 feu fbrth that the remaining part of the 20,000 1 . 
was paid to Mr. H. becaufe be bad applied bimfelf with unremitting 
induftry for the /pace of 48 years, to the making an inftrument for af cur- 
taining the longitude at fea . — Of what ufe to the Public are his lail 
eight years unremitting labours, if the Public is to know nothing of 
what he has done ? 

Mr. H» fays, that when he made the explanation of the principles 
of his watch in 1 765, there was on his behalf fome miftakes concerning 
feme of the contrivances in the fame : fee note in p. 27. Ought he 
not in juilice now to redify thofe miftakes i No ! the Public Jball not by 
ftiM be better inflru8ed, the remaining and JliU more valuable part of the 
difeovery Jball fleep , until be be more genteelly rewarded, being now paid 
Jhort : note in p. 28. Yet page 60, he tells us that now (viz. now 
lie has got a)l he can get, the whole 20,000 1.) he does not mind the 
money. 

, gitude. 
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gitude, but others appointrd purpofely ; being noblemen and 
gentlemen of the firft rank, practical mechanicians of the firft 
reputation, (if we except two obfeure watchmakers nominated 
by Mr. H. himfelf) and only one parfan among them X But 
what was the refult? Mr. H. refufed to drfeover his invention 
in fuch a way as feven out of ten of thefe very competent judges 
thought reafonable and neceflary 3 and he offering no other 
mode that was fatisfa&ory, the Commiffionert broke up re 
feRa * 

Wo (hall now give fome account of Mr. Harrifon's fcale of 
mufic* 

Much pains have been taken by the writers on harmonics* 
to determine what fyftem of founds is bed fitted for mufical 
purpofes. It is confeffed that were only one key to be ufed, all 
its 8 notes (hould be tuned perfed confonanres according to the 
diatonic fcale. But fuch a fyftem admits of no modulation into 
other keys, either for variety or a change of pitch, for if any 
other note but the fundamental, be made the key-note, the relfc 
will not all of them have the proper relation to the new key- 
note ; that is, will not be in tune with it. To remedy this, it 
has been found neceflary to interpolate each of the uliole tones 
in the diatonic or natural fcale, with an artificial note called a 
fharp or a flat, and taking its name from that note tor which 
it is fubftituted in pafling into the new key By this means 
the o«3ave inftead of 8, will now confift of 13 different founds* 
making 12 intervals ufually called (emitonts, being each nearly 
«qual to a femitone in the diatonic fcale. But this remedy is 
by no means complete. The fyftem ot 8 founds belonging to 
the new keys, (confifting partly of the old founds, and partly 
of the new interpolated ones) will not yet be perfe& confo- 
nanefcs | 0 the key-note according to the diatonic fcale It 
feems therefore to be agreed on by all, to abate fomewhat of 
the rigour of ftridt tuning in the natural key, and to allow all 
the other keys to depart more or lefs from a perfect conformity 
to the diatonic fcale ; fo that by diftributifle the errors among 
the feveral keys, their quantity in each maybe leflened. Thus 
inftead of a perfeft fyftem of one key only, a tempered fyftem 
that allows of many keys hat been introduced 3 the departure 


X The commifiioners were Lord Charles Cavendifh, the Earl of 
Morton, Lord Wi!16ughby of Parham, G. Lewis Scott,- Efq; Mr* 
James Short, Rev. J Michel!, edl Fellvwt of the Royal Society , Alex- 
ander Camming, Thomas Mudge, William Frodfham, Andrew 
Dickie, and James Green, watchmakers, 

* The minority were the two watchmakers Green and Frodfham, - 
and Mr. Harrifbn's champion the late Mr. Short*— Mr. Dickie having 
-declined a&ing, wai abfent, . ' ' 
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ftom find tuning in the feveral confonances, being called tem- 
peraments or bearings . What the quantity of thefe temperament* 
should he in the feveral confonances, has been a matter of much 
difpute. Some will have all the 12 femitones in the odave equal* 
Huygens divides the odave into 31 equal parts, aligning to fome 
©f the femitones 3, to others 2 of thefe parts *. Others *re for 
increafing the number of interpolated founds this 19 part of 
Dr. Smith’s fcheme f . But all fecm to agree that tempera- 
ments are admitted out of neceffity, and are a departure fromc 
perfed harmony for the fake of variety, for the fake of that 
pleafure which arifes from modulating out of the principal key 
into a variety of fubordinate ones. Mr. we believe, is tlier 
only perfon who would not have the Ample fyftera of 8 note* 
perfedly in tune; and who thinks that 3ds, jths, or other con* 
fonances Amply confidered (the odave excepted) are more 
agreeable, either in fucceffion or together , when out of tune than in* 
He feems indeed to be forced into this by the principle he has 
adopted. The interval of the perfed (harp 3d, happens to be to 
that of the odave nearly as the diameter of the circle to the cir- 
cumference. Mr. H.’s grand principle is, that this confonance 
(to make true melody) fhould be fo tuned, as to be to the odave 
exactly in the ratio before mentioned. He would alfo have the 
interval of a tone be to that of the odave, as the radius of the ' 
circle to its circumference ; for no other reafon we can find, 
but a fanciful analogy to the geometrical properties of the circle. 

. Nor does Mr. H. offer any argument in fupport of his favourite 
fyftem. He does indeed certify , avouch , and affirm that the cir- 
cumference, diameter, and radius of a circle are the foundation 
-of all melody, which he has verified by experience on his viol 
and monochord (p. 73, 77.) The temperaments in Mr. H.’s 
fcale, though not founded on any principles of harmonics, ac- 
_ cidentally fall in with Dr. Smith’s fyftem nearly J.— And as 
much may be faid for Mr. H.’s fyftem as for that of Dr. Smith, 
or any other puritanical reformer of the eftablifhed fcale of 
mufic. Thefe ftiff mathematical rules produce only a dull fame- 
nefs in the feveral keys ufed in mufic. They who are accuf- 
tomed to tune, make the natural keys mod perfed, the others 
lefs and lefs fo, till they come to the extreme keys. By this 
means every key has a charade r and effed peculiar to itfelf, 

# The names of the 13 founds in the odave, with the number of 
thefe parts in each interval are as follows : C. 2. C*. 3. D. 3. 
D. 3. Eb. 2. E. 3. F. 2. F*. 3. G. 2. G#. 3. A. 3. B j. 2. B^. 3. c. 
See Haygen's Cyclus Harmonicus . 

+ The Temple organ bnilt by the celebrated Father Smith in 1687, 
has two interpolated notes between G and A. alfo two between 
D and E. 

1 See Smith** Harmonics, preface, p. xii* 

* .Wdl 


Digitized by 


Google 



2%6 Harrifon on the Longitude > fcfr. 

well known to compofcrs of mufic. Keys in the ftarp gj, 
abounding with flatted notes, are folemn and majeftic $ abound* 
" ing with (harped notes, are light and airy. Keys in the flat 3d 
of the former fort, fuggeft deep tragic woe, if of the latter fort, 
they fuggeft the plaintive paftoral complaint. The compoii- 
tions of great matters in proper keys do in turn fupport arid 
eftablifh their feveral charadteis ; fo that in toning the harpfi- 
chord, they who have tafte, alter the temperaments tHl all the 
keys have their wonted effisdh Thus what was called an im- 
ptrfeflion, and admitted out of neceflity on one account, brings 
■With it another and unforefeen advantage in the variety of chi- 
radters it gives to the feveral keys in mtrfic. Some mathema- 
ticians, would indeed throw out the remote keys for not beirig 
perfedt 5 and reform the reft, till they become alike infipid * 
and for the fame teafon they may pnofcribe 2d« and yths in 
bompofition. The truth is, Mathematics, though an ufeful 
handmaid to the finer arts, will prove but a formal and tyran- 
nical miftrcfs. 

Let us now return to Mr. H.’s Defcription of bh Mecbamjm , &fc. 
and proceed to give a paflage or two as a fpecimen, together with a 
*TranJlation ; for, obfcure as he is, he is feldom without a meaning. 

Text. Page 59, • Had it been poffible that the profeflbrs 
of arts or fciences at Cambridge and Oxford, as from their 
* high algebra, &c. could have been able to have difcovered or 
to have comprehended fcch mechanifm to have been in nature, 
as I am now, by the bleffing of God, mafter of, viz. for time- 
keeping, and I to have been apprized of it, (viz. of their know- 
ing that) and ftill, or as notwithftanding, to have come out of 
the country from where 1 did come, and as with a fcheme or 
defcription for finding the longitude by the moon, and as when 
the ufe of which muft, and as even at the beft, or feldom op- 
portunities ftand, or rather turn upon fitch tickle points or un- 
certainties as it muft do, and of which the profeflbrs muft 
hardly, or prefomptuoufly be faid to be ignorant ; what a fool 
of a fellow muft I then have been ! yea even fo, as neither to 
have been heard to fpeak to Mr. Graham, nor to any body eHe, 
viz. of any underftanding in the matter ; but however, be it 
now as it will, if it fo pleafe Almighty God, to continue my 
life and health a little longer, they the Profeflbrs (or Priefts) 
Ihall not hinder me of my pleafure, as from my laft drawing, 
viz. of bringing my watch to a fecond in a fortnight, I fay I 
am refolved of this, though quite unfuitable to the ufage I have 
had, or was ever to expe& from them ; and whenas Dr. Brad- 
ley once faid to me, (not but that I underftood the fame with- 
out his faying it) viz. that if time-keeping could be to 10 fe- 
conds in a week, it would, as with refped to the longitude, 

. be much preferable to any other way or method. And fo„as I 

do 
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Jo not now mind the money, (as not having occafion fo to do, 
\md withal as being weary of that) the Devil may take tile 
priefts; for Dr. Bradley owned to me, that as otherwife in the 
matter, there might be always error in the tables j always er- 
ror, viz* in fome refpe& or other in the making or preparing 
an iriftrument ; always error in the observing j and always er- 
ror from the refradion ; and as moreover owned, that as ftill 
in the whole, a little variation from the truth, (and as without 
taking any notice of what was to come from the performance 
of a common watch, its fetting, & el) might be of extremely 
ill confequence in the affair ; and yet it feemed that, for the 
love of money, he could even have broke through all l And now 
the Parfons ftill want to prefer fuch the fame method for the 
longitude, &c.' 

Translation. 184 Had it been poflible for the, profeflors of 
iciences at Cambridge and Oxford, by virtue of their fublime* 
algebra and geometry, to have difeovered, or even compre* 
hended the poffibility of making fuch a time-keeper a* I by the 
bleffing of God have made ; had I been apprized of this theTtr 
knowledge, and yet had come out of fo diftant a country, as I 
did, with no better a fcheme for the longitude, than their de- 
fective and uncertain one by the moon (of which defects and 
uncertainties the Profeffors can hardly be faid to be ignorant) 
#hift a fool of a fellow muft I have been ? ( that is fuch a fool as 
theft Prof effort now art 5 who 1 that on their own defective method, 
i tbiugh they are apprized of my perfefi one) —not fit to have fpoken 
‘ to, or been taken notice of by Mr. Graham, (as I was) or any 
one elfe that hid ttnderftanding in the matter. — Be that now at 
it will, yet if it pTeafe God to continue my life and health a 
little longer, thefe Profeflors (or father meer Priefts) (hall not 
hinder me (as they have done) of the pleafure of bringing my 
watch 1 to keep time, <0 a fecond in a fortnight, by means of 
' the improvements in mv laft drawing. 1 fay I am refolved on 
this, though the ufage I have had, or could ever expe& from 
them, is no encouragement to go on in making improvements. 

' And Dr. Bradley, one of thefe aftronomical Profeflors, once let 
it out to me (not but I knew it as well as he did) that if a 
watch could be made to keep time to to fecond s in a week, the 
method of finding the longitude N by fuch a time keeper would 
be preferable to any other. And fo now, (as I do not mind 
. money, having no occafion now I have got the 20,000 1. and 
biting wearied of my former attendance in getting this money) 

- 1 care not for the Priefts — wbofe fchemes are of no value. For 
Dr. Bradley owned to me, there might be always error in the 
lunar tables, error in making or atyifting the inftrument for 
•bferving lunar diftances, error in dbferving, error in allowing 
the effefts of tefraflion. He moreover owned, that a little 
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Variation from the truth in the whole* compounded of fo many 
parts each liable to error, might be of extreme ill confluences 
(not to mention the errors of a common watch in carrying on 
the time) yet it feemed that for the love of money the Do&or 
would have broke through all life and preferred toe lunar me- 
thod to mine ! And now thel^^rohs want to do the fame, hoc” 

To conclude, when Mr. H. made the difeovery of the prin- 
ciples of his timekeeper, in 1765, two memoirs were given in to 
the Board of Longitude, by the two univerfity Gentlemen ap- 
pointed to be prefent at that difeovery. One of thefe was publilhed 
at that time, and we now prefent our Readers with the other : 

•* Mr Harrifon took his watch to pieces, (hewed us all the parts, 
and explained the ftrufture, manner of making them, and the rea- 
sons upon which he had fo formed them, with great apparent can- 
dour, opennefs, and ingenuity. 

“ We had only two flight difputes with him^ one was in relation 
to the drawings and explanation delivered to the Commiflioners k 
writing, which he did not care to pare with out of his own cuftody 
for us to examine by ourfelves, which we thought the moft likely 
method of having every thing fuggefled, that it Alight be at all ma- 
terial for us to alk ; but as we took fome time farther to recoiled 
what had occurred from the courfe of our examination, and examined 
the drawings and written explanation over a fecond time, I think it 
is not probable that any thing material efcaped Us that could have 
been fuggefled by our examining the drawings by ourfelves. 

“ The other difpute with Mr. H. was about a reafon he faid he 
had for giving a greater velocity to the balance, and which, he faid, 
obtained likewife with regard to pendulum clocks. What this rea- 
fon was be did not care to declare : at the fame time however he 
gave us other fufficient reafons for the practice. Whether this ought 
to be coo fide red as any principle of the watch, or as what may en- 
able others to make it better, is what it is impofflble to fay without 
knowing what it is; but being challenged upon his oath, he de- 
clared he did not think it neceflary. 

•• With regard to the general mechanifta of his watch, he feeme 
to have been aware of all the caufes of irregularity that are hitherto 
known, and fome that perhaps hardly any body but himfelf was 
aware of. Some of thefe he has found from rcafoniog upon the fab- 
je& without any experiment, and others from what occurred in die 
courfe of his experiments, and in thefe he feems to have (hewn a 
great deal of fagacity in unravelling the caufes, as well as inge- 
nuity in applying remedies to them. Some of the greater irregula- 
rities that common watches are fubjeft to, are corrected by the keep- 
ing the watch going whilfl it is wound up, the winding up a fmall 
fpring every eighth part of a minute, and the provifion for htat 
and cold which he calls his thermometer. There are befldes thefe, 
two other fources of error, from the difference of denfity of the air, 
and the difference of fri&ioa occafloned by the different ftate of the 
oil ufed in his watch, and the laft of thefe being the leafl manage- 
able of the two is made to affefl the going as little as poflible by 
making ufc of as large a balance# and as great a degree of motion 
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ih It as poifible ; and the errors that refult from thefe two caufes, 
found by experiment (as they are I think in fotne degree mixed to- 
gether) are in a great meafure corrected by the form of his pallets, 
and what he calls his cycloi^Jpth which feetfi well contrived for 
this purpofe. JflV 

** How far the watches maJiWpon this plan may anfwer the fpe- 
cimen he has exhibited, experience only can Ihew. The road he 
has pointed out, bids fair to do much more than any thing elfe of 
the watch kind hitherto conftruded can pretend to. But it will re- 
quire that the pans upon which many of thefe minute corrections 
depend fliould be conftruded by a perfon who knows the ground 
upon which tljey are built, nor can they be done even by fuch a one* 
but with a great deal of care and many trials ; this will probably 
2nake it fome time before many watches upon this conftrudion will 
be made with the fame degree of accuracy, that they may obtain 
Under Mr. Harrifon’s hands. J. M.** 

It may hot be amifs to inform our Readers that an a£t palled 
the laft year (14 George III. cap. 66.) by which all former 
a< 3 $ relative to the longitude are repealed, except fuch parts as 
relate to the appointment of Commiflioncrs, and the printing of 
the Nautical Almanac. The fever a 1 rewards of 5000 1 . 7500 1 . 
10,000 1. are again held out to all future difeoverers of the 
longitude. Some conditions are required by the ad, but much 
is left to the discretion of the Commiflioners. Encouragement 
is alfo given to fuch as (hall make any ufeful difeovery relative 
io the longitude, or to navigation ; though not fo important as 
to entitle the Author to any of the greater rewards before men- 
tioned. 

. Erratum in part oF the impreffion of this. Article. P. 325, 'L 7# for, * this 

Js otu of Dr. Smith's febemes j' read, * this is part of Dr. Smith’s febeme * 

Akt. IX. Conclufion of the Account of Bryant's New Syjtem , or Analyfis 
of Ancient Mythology . See our laft Volume, p. 475.. 

O U R learned Author, having difpatched the reputed heroes of 
antiquity, proceeds to the consideration of the deluge, and the 
memorials thereof in the Gentile world. The principal circum- 
ftances of this wonderful occurrence he ftates from the account cf* 
Mofes, and juftly obferves, that they are of fuch a nature, as, one 
might well imagine, would be long had in remembrance. We may 
reasonably fuppofe, that the particulars of this extraordinary event 
tvould be gratefully commemorated by the Patriarch himfelf ; and 
tranfmitted to every branch of his family : that they were made the 
fubjed of domeftic converfe ; where the hiftory was often renewed, 
and ever attended with a reverential awe and horror: efpecially in 
thofe who had been witneffes to the calamity, and had experienced 
the hand of Providence in their favour. In procefs of time, when 
there was a falling off from the truth, we might farther exped that 
a perfon of fo high a charader as Noah, fo particularly diftinguilhed 
by the Deity, could not fail of being reverenced by his pofterity: 
and, when idolatry prevailed, that he would be one of the firft among 
thttfons of men, to whom divine honours would be paid. Laftly, 
we might conclude, that thefe memorials would be interwoven in 
‘ Rev, Od, 1775. 2 thf 
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the mythology of the Gentile world : and that there wonfd be eon* 
tinuaily allaiions to thefe ancient occurrences in the rites and myfte- 
ries; as they were prattifcd by the nations of the earth. 

In conformity to thefe fuppofitions, Mr. Bryant endeavours to 
fhew» that thefe things did happen : that the biftory of the deluge 
was religioufly preferved in the full ages : that every circumftance 
of it is to be met with among the hiftorians and mythologies of dif- 
ferent countries : and that traces of it are particularly to be found in 
the facred rites of Egypt, and of Greece. 

It will appear, from many circumftances in the more ancient wri- 
ters, that the great Patriarch Was highly reverenced by his pofterity. 
They looked up to him as a perfon peculiarly favoured by heaven; 
and honoured him with many titles ; each of which had a reference 
to fome particular part of his hiilory. — Among the people of the 
Eaft his true name was preferved : they called him Noas, Naus, and 
fometimes con traded Nous : and many places of fan&ity, and many 
rivers, were denominated from him. Anaxagoras of Clazomenae, had 
been in Egypt ; and had there obtained fome knowledge of this per* 
fbnage. lie fpoke of him by the name of Noas or Nous ; and both 
be and his difoipies were fenEbie that it was a foreign appellation : 
yet he hat well nigh ruined the whole of a very curious hiftory, 
which he had been taught, by taking the terms in a wrong accept- 
ation, and then making inferences in confequence of this abufe.— 
Suidas has preferved, from fome ancient author, a curious memorial 
of this wonderful perfonage (Noah) whom he affe&s to diftinguifti 
from Deucalion, and ftiles n*wo*g*, Nannacus. — Stephanus calls 
this perfon Annaeus ; and, like Suidas, makes him of great anti- 
quity, even prior to the reputed sera of Deucalion. — Annaeus and 
Nannacus relate to Noachus, or Noah. And not only thefe, but the 
hiftoriet of Deucalion and Prometheus have a like reference to the 1 
Patriarch. 

As the Patriarch was by fome reprefented as a King called Naa- 
chus and Nauachus ; fo by others he was ftiled Inachus, and fuppo- 
fed to have reigned at Argos. — By Inachus is certainly meant Noah : 
knd the hiftory relates to fome of his more early defeendaots. Hit 
name has been rendered very unlike itfelf, by having been length- 
ened with terminations ; and otherwife faihioned according to the 
idiom of different nations. But the circum fiances of the hiftory ate 
fo precife and particular, that we cannot mifs of the truth. 

lie feems in the Eaft to hare been called Noas, Noafit, Nnfus* 
and Nus, and by the Greeks his name was compounded Dionufos. 
The Amonians, wherever they came, founded cities to his honour : 
hence places called Nufa will often occur. — ‘Though the Patriarch it 
reprefented under various titles ; and even thefe are not always uni* 
fbrmly appropriated : yet there will continually be found fuch pecu<* 
liar circumftances of his hiilory, as will plainly point out the perfon 
referred te. The perfon preferved is always mentioned as preferved 
in an ark. He is deferibed as being in a ftate of darknefs ; which 
is reprefented allegorically as a ftate of death. He then obtains n 
new life, which is called a fecond birth ; and is faid to have his 
youth renewed. He is on this account looked upon as the firft-boru 
of mankind ; and both his antediluvian and poftdiluvian ftates are 
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Commemorated, and feme times the intermediate alfo is fpoken of— 
We are allured by Philo, that Deucalion was Noah : and that he 
was unduly adjudged by the people of Thefialy to their country 
iolely, may be proved from his name occurring in different parts of 
the world ; and always accompanied with fome hiflory of the de* 
luge.— Jofephus fays, that this great occurrence was to be met with 
In the writings of all perfons, who treated of the fi rft ages. He 
mentions Berofus of Chaldea, Hieronymus of Egypt, who wrote 
concerning the antiquities of Phenicia ; alfo Muafeas, Abydenus, 
Melon, and Nicolaus Damafcenus, as writers, by whom it was re* 
corded : and adds, that it was taken notice of by many others. 

As we proceed towards the Eaft, we (hall find the traces of this 
event more vivid and determinate than thofe of Greece ; and more 
conformable to the accounts of Mofes. Eufebius has preferved a 
mod valuable extra# to this purpofe from Abydenus ; which waa 
taken from the archives of the Medes and Babylonians. — But the 
moft particular hiflory of the deluge, and the neared of any to the 
account given by Mofes, is to be found in Lucian. 

The relations of this event, which occur in the Gentile world, 
though varied indeed, and in fome meafure adapted to the prejit- 
duces of thofe who wrote, contain, neverthelefs, all the grand cir- 
cumdances, with which that catallrophe was attended. The dory 
had been fo inculcated, and the impreffions left upon the minds of 
men were fo ftrong, that they feem to have referred to it conti- 
nually ; and to have made it the principal fubje# of their religious 
inflitutions. — Part of the ceremony in mod of the ancient myderies 
confided in carrying about a kind of fhip or boat. Of this cuftom, 
and other fimilar emblematical rtprefentations, our able Writer pro- 
duces many indances ; and he thinks it pretty plain, that they all 
related to the hidory of the deluge, and the conservation of one fa- 
mily in the ark. — Both fhipi and temples received their name froq| 
hence ; being dyled by the Greeks, who borrowed largely from 
Egypt, N«vt, and N*c$, and mariners, Navrat, Nautae, in reference 
10 the Patriarch, who was varioufly dyled Noas, Naus, and Noah* 
A number of other circumdances are inlided upon by our Author, 
which w« have not room to enumerate ; all of them exhibiting me- 
morials of the deluge, and particularly of the ark. The hidories of 
Danae, Danaos, and the DanaYdes, he looks upon as fragments of 
hidory, which relate to the fame event. The whole of the article is 
replete with uncommon learning. 

In the profecution of his defign, Mr.. Bryant confiders fome parti- 
cular titles and perfonages ; fuch as [anus, Saturnus, Phoroneus, 
Pofeidon, Nereus, Proteus, Prometheus : and here he remarks, that 
though the hidory of the Patriarch was recorded by the ancients 
through their whole theology, it has been obfeured by their deferr- 
ing him under fo many different titles, and fuch a variety of charac- 
ters. Among all the various perfonages, under which he may have 
been reprefen ted, there are none wherein his hidory is delineated more 
plainly than in thofe of Saturn and Janus. This our eminent Writer 
endeavours particularly to evince ; and then proceeds to Ihew, likewife, 
that Phoroneus, Pofeidon, Nereus, and Proteus, are all to be found 
in Noah, The Romans made a diftinftion between Janus and Sa- 
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turn i and fuppofed them to have been names of different men*: btrif 
they were two titles of the fame perfon. , At the clofe of the difTertai- 
tion, the Author informs us*, that, when it is faid in the early hifto- 
ries, which Thales and othet Grecians copied, that all things were 
derived from water, he doth not believe, that the ancient mytholo- 
gifts referred to that element, as the or material principle ; but 
to the deluge, as an epocha, when time, and nature, and mankind 
were renewed. Plutarch mentions it as an Egyptian notion, that 
all things proceeded from water ; but at the fame time tells us*, 
that Ofiris <wat Occanus . Hence the do&rine amounts to no more 
than this; that all were derived from Ofiris, the fame as Pofeidon, 
the fame alfo as Dionufus, the father of mankind. 

The ideas of Mr. Bryant, concerning the memorials of the deluge^ 
are llill farther purfued^ under the words Noah, Noas, NTS ; NOTE, 
and Nufus ; which, though formerly mentioned feveral times, are 
now made a diilindl article. The miftakes of the ancients, con-* 
cerning thefe terms, are redlified ; and the true hiftory found to be, 
that Noah was characterized by them. When writers mention Sa» 
turnus quafi Sator No v*, and Dionufus, a»&* N©v$; and finally, when 
they deferibe Prometheus, n^o^.-v* Net/*, and to* 

• Nov*, the purport in thefe inftances is the fame. The original/ 
hiftory was undoubtedly mean* to fignify, that Saturn ns, Cronus, 
Dionufus, and Prometheus, were different titles of the Patriarch who 
was called Noos, Nous, and Nufus, — Our Author is of opinion, that 
the royal triad, fpoken of by fome philofophers, related to the three 
ions of Noah, and the three families from whom all mankind pro- 
ceeded : and h« thinks that the triad of Plato and his followers had 
no allufton to the doctrine of the Trinity. If we collate what thefe 
writers have added by way of explanation,- we (hall find that they 
had no idea of any fuch my fiery ; and that the whole of what they 
have faid is a refinement upon an ancient piece of hiftory* 

The next article, which is of considerable length, is iiititled' 
JONAH, Chaldsorum : a continuation of the Gentile hi£- 

*ory of the deluge. This article, belides a great difplay of learning 
as ufual, contains a furprifing number of inftances, in which there 
appear to be references to the deluge, iu ancient hiftory and mytho- 
logy. After fo many proofs of allufions to this grand event as have 
already been given, it may be fuppofed, fays Mr. Bryant, that ‘ the 
hiftory of the Dove, and of the Iris, could not fail of being recorded, 
where the memory of the other circumftances was fo carefully pre- 
ferved. The latter was aa emblem of great confequence, having' 
been appointed as a token of a covenant between God and man : 
and it will be found to have been held in uncommon regard for 
ages. The dove, which returned to Noah with a leaf of olive, and 
brought the firll tidings that the waters were affuaged, was held in 
many nations as particularly facred. It was looked upon as a pe- 
culiar meftenger of the Deity ; and an emblem of peace, and good 
fortune.’— Accordingly, our. ingenious Writer produces many evi- 
dences of the regard paid to doves, and recites feveral (lories con* 
cerning doves and pigeons, that occur in the Pagan mythology : after 
which he introduces the following curious obfervations i 
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« 

* The ancient and true name of the dove was, as I have {hewn* 

ionah, and Ionas. It was a very facred emblem, and teems to have 
been at one time almoft univerfally received. For not only the 
Mizraim, and the reft of the line of Ham, efteemed it in this light $ 
but it was admitted as an hieroglyphic among the Hebrews : and 
the myftic dove was regarded as a fyrabol, from the days of Noah, 
by all thole \Vho were of the church of God. The prophet, who was 
dent upon an exnbaiTy to the Ninevites, is ft y led Jonas; a title pro- 
bably bellowed upon him, as a meflenger of the deity. The great 
Patriarch, who preached righteoufnefs to the antediluvians, is by 
Bcrofus and Abydenus ftyled Oan, and Cannes, which is the fame aa 
Ionah, The author of the Apocalypfe is denominated in the like 
manner : whom the Greeks ilyle I warn*, Joannes. And when the 
•great forerunner of our Saviour was to be named, bis father in- 
duftrioully called him I for the fame peafpn. The circum- 
ilances, with which the itnpofttion of this name was attended, are 
^remarkable : and the whole procefs, as defcribed by the Evangelift, 
well worth our notice. And it came to pafs 9 that on the eighth day 
phey came to circumcife the child : and they called him Zacharias , after 
the name rfjbts father . And his mother anfwered and faid 9 Not Jo ; 
in t be Jbatloe called John . And they faid unto her , There is none of thy 
.kindred that is called by this name • And they made Jsgns to his father , 
how he would have him called . And be cjktd for a writing table ; and 
wrote , fayiug 9 bis name is John. And they marvelled alL The reafon 
of this name being fo particularly impofed may be inferred from the 
chara&er given of the perfon : And thou f child 9 Jhcdt be called the 
prophet of the Highefi : for thou Jhalt go before the face of the Lord tp 
prepare his ways • And in another place we are told that John was 
a prophet , and much more than a prophet . For / fay unto you (they 
are the words of our blefled Saviour) among tboje that are horn of wo* 
men , there is not a greater than John the Baptifi . This name, which 
we render John, 1 have Ihewn to be no other than Jona. Jt figni- 
£es a dove : but means likewife $n oracular perfon ; by whom the 
yoice of the Moft High is made -known, and bis will explained. 

* The Patriarch Noah feems to have been the firft who was in 
the Gentile world typified under this emblem. He was a great pro- 
phet: and it was foretold at his birth, that he Ihould bring peace 
and comfort to mankind. The purport of his name was Reft from 
labour.— Hence the dove became an emblem of peace, as well a$ 
of the perfon, through whom it was derived to the earth. He was 
in confequence'of it called Oan and panes, by Abydenus and Alex- 
ander Polyhiftor, analogous to the I newts of the Greeks : both of 
which names were derived from the Ionah and Ibnas of the Chal- 
dees : and the terms were undoubtedly fo exprefi’ed in the original 
language, from whence the hillory is borrowed by the Greeks. — 
We find then, that the dove was a truly facred fymbol ; and fo ac- 
knowledged in the times of the moft pure worlhip. But the font cf 
Ham, perverted that, which was intended to be only typical ; and 
carried their regard for it to a degree of idolatrous veneration.' 

The Author exhibits numerous proofs of the truth of this aftertion. 
(Among other things, he ihews that Semiramu was no more, than a ; 
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divine emblem under the figure of a dove or pigeon ; and that kefict 
we need net wonder at the etymology of her name, and the circum- 
stances of her hiflory, as they are transmitted by the Grecian wri- 
ters. As Semiram is was Serna* Ramis, the token of the Mofi Higb\ fo 
Semele, the fuppofed mother of Niobe, was Sema-El, and of thO 
like purport.— The term lonah is fometimes found compounded ; 
and expreSTed Ad, or Ada lonah, Regina, vel Regia Columba: 
from which another deity Adiona was conftituted; and particular 
rites were fnpefadded. — Venus was no other than the ancient lonah, 
and we (hall find in her hillory numberlefs circumflances relating to 
the Noachic dove, and co the deluge.— In the hieroglyphical fculp- 
tures and paintings where the deluge was represented, the dove 
could not wdl be depi&ed otherwise than hovering over the face of 
the deep. Hence it is that Dione or Venus is faid to have rifen 
from the Sea. Hence it is alfo She is faid to prefide over 
waters ; to appeaSe the troubled ocean ; and to caufe, by her pre- 
fence, an nnivcrfal calm : that to her were owing the fruits of the 
earth ; and that the flowers of the field were renewed by her in- 
fluence.— Mr. Bryant imagines, that the fable of the Mundane egg, 
and of Typhon, related to the deluge — It appears from repeated 
evidences, that the hiflory of this great event came to Greece in 
great meafure from Syria and the Euphrates. It was derived from 
that part of the world, which was nearefl to the* place of defeent*, 
and to the feene of thofe occurrences, which were iubfequent to the 
deluge. It is on this account that the Mundane egg and the hiflory 
of Typhon are referred to the Euphrates, and the regions of Aram.— 
Thefc feveral, portions are' largely iHufirated and confirmed by onr 
Author ; and the conclufion drawn by him is, that all the myfteries 
of the Gentile world Cem to have been memorials of the deluge, and 
of the events which immediately fucceeded. The fame mythology, 
and the fame hieroglyphics, which took their rife from it in other 
parts of the earth, are proved to have been carried as far as China 
and Japan ; where they are to be found at this day. 

The inquiry into the lonah Chaidzornm is followed by a Short 
diSTertation on Da, the Chaklaic particle for Tbe> which is Shewn to 
enter into the compofition of many words. In treating of Danans 
andDanae our ingenious Writer had furmifed that they were not the 
names of perfons, but ancient terms which related to the facred 
Ship ; and to the rites which were introduced by the Ionim, and Do- 
rians from Egypt. Some obfervations of the like kind are Hens 
made ; and we learn, among the reft, that the river Danube was 
properly the river of Noah, exprefled Da-Nau, Da-nauos, Da-Nau- 
vas, Da-Naubus. Herodotus calls it plainly the river of Noah with^ 
out the prefix ; but appropriates the name only to one branch.— 
Diana is a compound o f De liina, and Signifies the goddeft lana. 
She was probably the fame as Dione, 

Under the head of Juno, iris, Eros, Tbaxnuz, farther evidences 
are produced of allufions to the hiflory of the deluge. As Juno 
was the' fame as lonah, we need not wonder at the Iris being her 
concomitant. This was no other than the rainbow, which God 
made a Sign in the heavens ; a token of his covenant with maA* 
Tnis cixcumflance is apparently alluded to by Homer, in a refe- 
rence 
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rence to that phenomenon ; where he fpeaks of it as an appointed 
fign. — As the peacock in the full expanfion of his plumes difplaya 
all the beautiful colours of the Iris ; it was probably for that rea- 
fon made the bird of Juno indead of the dove, which was appro- 
priated to Venus. The fame hiflory was varioufly de pitted ; and 
confequently as varioufly reprefcnted. — Mr. Bryant hath introduced* 
under the p refen t article, fome very curious remarks on the god 
Eros, the God of Love ; from which it appears how different the 
original representations of him were from thofe we have of the moi£ 
modern Cupid. • 

The next fubjett of examination, is Baris or Barit, the Barith pf 
the feriptures : Beroe of Nonnus, lib. 41. We read in very early 
times of a deity, Baal Bcrith in Canaan ; who was worfhipped by 
the men of Sbcchem, and of no fmall repute. This, our Author 
thinks, was no other than the Arkite God ; with whofe idolatry 
the Ifraelitcs were infetted, foon after they were fettled in the land.— » 
Near Sidon was an ancient city, Berith or Barith, of the like pur- 
port ; and facred to the fame deity. It was by the Greeks called 
lerytus ; and fometimes by the poets Beroe ; being, as was fup- 
pofed, fo denominated from a nymph of the ocean, who was the 
nurfe of Semele.— The delivery of Beroe, according to the mytho- 
logical tradition of it, and the defeription of Nonnus, is here par- 
ticularly confldered, and ihewn to be manifeflly the opening of the 
ark. — There is in the fame poet another remarkable allufion to the 
Mofaic accounts of the deluge. At the time of this calamity tl*e 
earth was in a manner reduced to its chaotic ffate; all the elements 
being in confufion. The ark providentially weathered the flora) ; 
and got rid of the gloom, with which it had been a long time op- 
prefled. At lafl the dove was fent out, which returned to the win- 
dow of the ark, and was through that opening taken in. All this 
we find mentioned in the hiflory of Beroe. 

As all the great occurrences of old were reprefented by hierogly- 
phics; and as thefe were at times varioufly exhibited; we may in 
ponfequencc of it perceive many different emblems, whiqh mani- 
feftly relate to the fame hiflory. Hence Mr. Bryant proceeds to ex- 
amine various types, fuch as Seira, Cupfelis, frj.elitta, Rhoia, Rim- 
jnon. Side, Macon ; and to treat of Scuphos, Hippos, and the 
c?ed contefl. — Seira was no other than Damater, the fuppofed mo- 
ther of mankind; who was alfo flyled Melitta, and Me|ifla; and 
was looked upon as the Venus of the Eafl. It was properly a fiaerqd 
receptacle. — The priefts of the Seira were called Melitta:, and Mp* 
liflae.— Many colonies went abroad under this appellation; andm*y 
t>e plainly traced in different parts of the world : but the Grecians 
have fadly confounded the hiflories, where they are mentioned, by 
interpreting MelifTx Bees. — The fables about bees related to colonies 
of the Meliflfeans ; who performed all that is mentioned. At th* 
lame time the bee was an hieroglyphic, by which Melitta was dp- 
feribed. 

The ark was likewife flyled Cupfelis, a word of the fame import 
gs Seira.— As the ark was looked upon as the mother of mankind, 
it was figured under the femblance of a pomegranate, which fruit 
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was named Rhoia. Hence the deity of the ark was called Rhofa^ 
who was the Rhea of the Greeks. — Rimmon was another name for 
the pomegranate ; — and fo was Side. There was a city of this ap- 
pellation in p3mphylia, which received its denomination from the 
rites of the ark, and the worth ip of the dove. Jn many countries, 
where the people were unacquainted with the Rhoia, they made ufe 
of the poppy for the fame emblem ; which by the ancient Dorians 
was ftyled Macon. — Macon denoted the deity worlhipped under the 
’ title of Pofeidon ; and fignified Marinus Deus, five Rex Aquarom. 
r^-Cubela was another name of Damater ; and Cubeba was the fame 
deity ; or rather they were both places where thofe deities were wor- 
fliipped : for places were continually fubflicuted for deities. 

But the moil pleafirg emblem among the Egyptians was exhibited 
pnder the chara^.cr o i Pfuche. This was originally no other that* 
the aurelia, or butterfly ; but in aftertimes \\as # reprefen ted as a 
lovely female child with the beautiful wings of that infedl. — The 
Egyptians thought the aurelia a very .proper pi<5lure of the foul of 
man, and of the immortality to which it afpired. But they made 
it more particularly an emblem of Ofiris ; who having been confined ' 
in an aik, or coffin, and in a (late of death, at laft quitted his pri« 
fon, and enjoyed a renewal of life. This circumfiance of the fe- 
cond birth is continually deferibed under the charadler of Pfuche. 
And as the whole was owing to divine love, of which Eros was at* 
emblem, wc find this perfon often introduced as a concomitant of 
Pfuche — Our Author, having explained thefe curious particulars, 
and others conr.edflcd with them, takes occafion to cenfure the mod$ 
of interpretation which runs through the whole of Plutarch’s trea- 
tife on Ifis arc! Ofiris; and through the writings of all thofe, who 
have given a rationale of the Egyptian rites, and theology— In con- 
fidcring the Scyphus, the Hippos, or theHorfe of Pofeidon, and the 
Sacred Con teft, our penetrating Writer finds evident traces of the 
deluge. The Scyphus, called at times the Cup of Hercules, of 
JScreus, of Oceanus, of the Sun, was no other than the ark, repre- 
fented under this charaCleriflic. The Hippos, alluded to in the 
early mythology, was a float or ihip, the fame as the Ceto. 

In the purfuit of his learned inquiries, Mr. Bryant examine^ 
the additional types, Taurus, Apis, Mneuis, Laban, Labar, La- 
ris, Larifla, Aithya, llithya, and Orathya. He treats alfo of Man, 
Maon, the Manes, and the Lares ; and hath added a diflertatioa 
on the Cabiri, Corybantes, Idari, Daflyli, Curetes, Ignetes, Tel- 
chines, and other Arkite priefts. But each of thefe heads we are 
under the abfolute neceflity of palling over, with* only obferving, 
that they abound with frefh and accumulated proofs of the general 
fyflem here maintained. 

The learned and laborious Author, having thus largely mani- 
fefted the traces of the deluge, and of the arkite hiftory, comes 
in the laft place, to the confideration of the Argo, and Argonau- 
tic expedition. The examples, which he hath produced, of the 
Grecians having formed variety of perfonages out of titles and 
terms unknown, and from roifinterpreted hieroglyphics, will, he 
thinks, make the Reader more favourably inclined to the procefs 
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open which he is about to proceed. * Had I not, fays he, in 
this manner opened the way to this difquifuion, I fhould have been 
fearful of engaging in the purfuit. For the hiftory of the Argo- 
nauts, and their voyage, has been always efteemed authentic, and 
admitted, as a chronological arra. Yet it may be worth' while to 
jnake fome inquiry into this memorable tranfa&ion ; and to fee if 
it deferves the credit, yvith which it has been hitherto favoured.* 

Mr. Bryant gives a concife detail of the expedition ; and then 
pbferves, that the main plot, as it is tranfmitted t,o us, is certainly 
a fable, and replete with incpnfiflcncy and contradiction. * Yet 
many writers have taken the account in grof> : and without hefita- 
tion, or exception to any particular part, have prefumed to fix the 
time of this tranfaClion. And having fatisfied themfelves in this 
poinr, they have proceeded to make ufe of it for a dated JEra. 
Hence many inferences and deductions have been formed, and 
many events have been determined, by the time of this fanciful ad- 
venture. Among the mod eminent of old, who admitted it as an 
hiftorical truth, were Herodotus, Diodorus, Strabo; and with them 
every Grecian mytholo^ift : of the fathers, Clemens, Eufebius, and 
Syncellus. Among the moderns, the principal are Scaliger and 
tetavius : and of our country, archbifhop IJIher, Cumberland, Dr. 
Jackfon, and Sir Ifaac Newton. This lad fpeaks of it without any 
diffidence ; and draws from it ihany cohfequences, as from an event 
agreed upon, and not to be queftionea: an aera to which we ' 
inay fafely refer.* 

In cpntradi&ion to, the fyftem of Sir Ifaac Newton, our Author 
(hews plainly, that the fphere, which is thought by that great 
man to be formed by Chiron, could not have been the invention 
of Chiyon or Mufarqs, had fuch perfon3 exifted ; that it was not 
at any rate a Grecian work ; and that the expedition itfelf was 
not a Grecian operation. The fphere, as we have it delineated, was 
the produce of Egypt, For* the aflronomy of Greece confefledly 
came from that country : confequehtly the hiflory to which it al- 
ludes, muft havp been from the fame quarter. — The zodiac, which 
' Sir Ifaac Newton fuppofed to relate to the Argonautic expedition, 
was an aflemblage of Egyptian hieroglyphics. Aries, which he 
yefers to the Golden Fleece, was a reprefentation of Amon : Taiu 
ius of Apis : Leo of Arez, the fame as Mithras, and Ofiris. Virgo 
with the fpike of corn was Ifis. They called the zodiac the grand 
afTemhly, or fenate of the twelve gods. The planets were es- 
teemed li&ors and attendants, who waited upon the chief deity, 
the fun.— 

Strabo indeed, One of the wifeft of the Grecians, cannot be per- 
fuaded but that the hiftory of the Argonautic expedition was true ; 
and, from numerous evidences, which he has colle&ed from parts 
of the world widely diftant, he concludes that the hiftory of Jafon 
muft neceflarily be authentic. * Yet I am obliged, fays Mr. Bry- 
ant,“to diflent from hini upon his own principles : for I think the 
evidence, to which he appeals, makes entirely againft his opinion. 
£ jnuft repeat wha{ upon a like occafion I have more than once 
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faid, that if fach a perfon as Jafon had exifted, he ooold never 
have performed what is attributed to him. The Grecians have taken 
an ancient hiftory to themfelves, to which they had no relation : 
and as the real purport of it was totally hid front them, they have, 
by their colouring and new modelling what they did not under- 
hand, run themfelves into a thoufand abfurdities.’ — Tbefe abfurdi- 
ties are well pointed out ; after which it is juftly obferved, that if 
there were any truth in the hiftory, as applied by the Grecians, 
there (hould be found fome confiftency in their writers. But there 
is fcarcely a circumflance in which they are agreed. — The moft 
contradictory accounts are given of Hercules. — The xri of the ex- 
pedition cannot be fettled without running into many difficulties, 
from the genealogy and ages of the perfona fpoken of. — How 
can we truff to writers upon this fubjeCt, who boaft of a great ex- 
ploit being performed, but know not whether it was at Colchis, or 
the Ganges ? 

The Author goes on to examine the detail of the expedition ; 
and the coacbifion he draws from it is, that in the account of the 
Argo we have undeniably the hiftory of a facred (hip, the firft 
which was ever conftru&ed. This truth the beft writers among tbe 
Grecians confefe ; though the merit of the performance they would 
fain take 'to themfelves. Yet, after all their prejudices, they con- 
tinually betray the truth, and (hew, that the h'dtory was derived to 
them from Egypt. — There was certainly a conftant tradition that 
the Argo was the firft (hip ; and that it was originally framed by 
divine wifdom. — Teftimonjes to this ^nrpofe are produced by Mr. 
Bryant ; and from hence, he thinks, it is plain, that the ftory of 
the Argo related to an ancient event, which the Egyptians comme- 
morated with great reverence. 

The caufes of the miftakes in this curious piece of mythology^ 
are traced out by him ; and a number of additional arguments are 
brought, in proof of the Argonautic expedition’s having a reference 
to the Arkite hiftory. — The Grecians in their accounts of the he- 
roes, have framed a lift of perfons who never exifted.— Jafon has 
been efteemed the chief in all their adventures. But this is a feigned 
perfonage, made out of a facred title. — Jafon was certainly a title 
of the Arkite god, the fame as Areas, Argus, Inachus, and Prome- 
theus : and the temples fpoken of by the ancients were not built by 
him, but ere&ed to his honour.— 

We cannot finifh the view of this curious article, without dedar* 
ing our being entirely convinced by it, that the Argonautic ex- 
pedition, as reprefented by the Greeks, was a fable. 

In the concltdion, the Author has introduced fome obfervadona 
on Ere&heus, and the city Erech; and has acquainted his Readers 
with the defign of the prefent performance, and with his future 
intentions. The purport of the whole is, and will be, to confirm 
and eftablifh the Mofaic hiftory, to explain the origin of idolatry, 
and to throw light on the difperfion and fettlemcnt of nations, in 
the earlieft ages of the world. 

After having given fo large a review of this extraordinary publi- 
cation, we need not fay that it is a work of prodigious erudition. 
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This appears on the face of almoft every page of it ; and, in chit 
refpe&. It has not perhaps been equalled, by any production in the 
prefen t age. 

Bnt it is a work of uncommon ingenuity, as well as learning* 
Mr. Bryant’s fyftem is entirely new ; and he hath difeovefed great 
ihgachy in the invention of it, and in the numerous inftances which 
he has produced in its fupport. 

We mu ft declare* too, that, in our opinion, be has thrown vail 
fight on many hitherto obfcure points of antiquity. Several of hie 
conjectures met, from the very nature of the fubjeCt, be precarious c 
but, by uniting etymology with a certain degree of hiftoiical evi- 
dence, whether more or lefs founded, we cannot but think that he 
hath hit upon the (ruth in a variety of cafes ; and he hath clearly 
overturned the fyftems of others, where fome little doubt may re- 
main about the equal eftabliihment of his own. 

But though this work be juftjy in titled to the higheft praifes, we 
cannot' aflert that it is without faults, or that it leaves no room for 
hefitation. It is defective in point of arrangement and method* 
The diflertations follow each other without any apparent connexion, 
and might frequently change their places without any perceivable 
difadvantage. The refult of this is, a good deal of repetition, 
fome degree of confufion, and, perhaps, here and there a want of 
confiftency. We cannot, for mftance, reconcile the Author's de- 
nial, in the ftrft volume, of the Heathen Gods being men, with what 
he advances, in the fecond volume, concerning the worihip paid by 
the Gentiles to their Arkite anceftors* Indeed, it is the unanimooa 
teftimony of the ancients, that the pagan divinities had originally 
been inhabitants of the earth. 

It is fomewhat extraordinary that Mr. Bryant fhould after t, * that 
aH knowledge -of Gentjle antiquity muft be derived through the 
bands of the Grecians and yet that he (houki lay fo much to 
discredit their evidence. He reprefcafi them at a people lo fftupid 
ns * out of every obfdlete term to form perftmages to € tm&doc 
temples for deities, and places for perfoas conftantly to * mif- 
take titles for names, and from thefe titles so multiply their deities 
pod heroes.’ He allures us, that the Greek writers did not them- 
ielves underftand the words of their ancient hymns, but changed 
them into fomething fimilar in found. 

We have fome dcubt, like wife, whether our eminent Author bath 
not aferibed too much to one family. He refers all the remark- 
able events of antiquity to the Antonians, or Cuthites, ’ who aim 
itprdented as paffing from Chaldaa to Egypt, as extending SO 
Phoenicia, and as difte mvnating tbemfelvet to every part of the 
world. But might not other descendants of Noah leave memorials of 
their anceftors ? Might not other defendants of Noah fall into a 
like fpecies of idolatry ? Might they not fettle colonies in different 
places ; and leave names allufive to the great patriarch, and drawn 
from the common language of the caft ? Do the inftances pro- 
duced by Mr. Bryant always indicate any thing more than a general 
oriental original } 

Might it not, alfo, be afked, how for h is probable that man- 
kind, when they firft degenerated into idolatry, and renouneed the 
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troe worihip obferved by their anceftors, fhould inftitute retfigfoot 
rites as memorials of chofe anceftors ? 

In mentioning thefe things, we do not mean to derogate front 
the reputation of this extraordinary work. We propofe them with 
hefitation and candour, as difficulties (till lying upon our minds $ 
, and which, perhaps, may be entirely removed in the fubfequent pub- 
lications. 

The learned world is unqueftionably under the higheft obliga- 
tions to the Author. Whatever doubts may continue in feme re- 
fp e&s, he feems decifively to have (hewn, that the Greeks were 
totally miftaken in referring their my thology to their own country ; 
and that it had a more remote origin. 

Each of the volutdes is accompanied with a number of plates 9 
£nely executed, representing iever&l of the mod curious remains 
and Symbols of antiquity. 


Art X. Letters of the Rev. Mr. Lawrence Sterne, to bis moft inti - 
mate Friends • ' With a Fragment in the Manner of Rabelais , To 
which are prefixed. Memoirs of his Life and Family, written by 
himfelf, and publiffied by his daughter, Mrs. Medalle. Small Svo* 
(Sbandy-fize.) 3 Vols. 7 s. 6d. fewed. Becket, 1775. 

T HAT thefe Letters, & c. are authentic, will be readily ad- 
mitted, (even were the internal evidence queftionable, ii} 
any inftance) on the credit of the lady who tenders her name 
to the Public, as their editor *. Mrs. Medalle f, wc are per- 
fuaded, has too much reverence for the memory of herjuftly 
admired father, and too much zeal for his literary fame, to Suf- 
fer any thing to appear as the production of bis pen, and bis 
correspondence, the legitimacy of which, (he could have the 
leaft reafon to doubt. The Letters we have not yet had time 
to perufe, as they have been published but a few days : they 
muft, therefore, be the fqbjeCt of a fecond article. At prefen t 
we can only gratify the impatience of our Readers, by giving 
them an abftradt of Mr. Sterne’s account of himfelf ; — which 
appears to have been written in a familiar letter to his daugh- 
ter, at her requeft, but a very few years before his death. 

Contending nations, dike thofe of ancient Greece with xtr 
fpe& to the birth of Homer, might, hereafter, -have difputed 
with each other the honour of having produced a Sterne ; 
and the claims of England might have been fet in oppofition 


• The Letters, are, however, all printed from Mr. Sterne's origi- 
nals, which we have feen, by the favour of the publiffier. v 
f It was the fortune of Mifs Lydia Sterne to marry a French gen- 
tleman of this name. A very pretty engraving of this lady (who if 
faid to inherit a portion of her father’s fpirit) is prefixed to the firit 
of thefe volumes, from a fine picture of Weft’s. 
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iot&ofeof her fifter Ifle, had not the prefent Memoirs deter- 
mined the point, in favour of Ireland ; which country has had 
the peculiar felicity of giving the world a fecond Cervantes, and 
a fecond Rabelais. The writers of Gullivert Travels and of 
the Sentimental Journey, were both Irifli. 

The Memoirs and Anecdotes here given, of the parentage 
and life of Sterne, are, however, not very copious ; the fa&s 
are. detailed within a moderate compafs, and may eafily be 
comprefled within yet fmaller limits. 

Lawrance Sterne was a defeendant of Archbifhop Sterne* 
His father was a lieutenant in Handifide’s regiment. Lawrenco 
was born, it is here faid, at “ Clomwel,” [mifprinted, we fup- 
pofe, for Clonmel] in the fouth of Ireland, Nov. 24th, 1713, a 
few days after his mother arrived from Dunkirk. There feems tQ 
be a degree of probability that Sterne had (bme of the unfor- 
tunate circumftances of his father’s life in view* when he 
wrote the affe&ing ftory of Le Fevre . — c My birth-day, fays 
he, was ominous to my poor father, who was, the day after 
bur arrival, [at Clonmel] with many other brave officers* 
broke, and fent adrift into the wide world, with a wife and 
two children ; the elder of which was Mary : (he was bom 
at Lifle in French Flanders, July io, 1712. This child was 
mod unfortunate. She married one Weemans, in Dublin* 
who ufed her unmercifully, — fpent his fubftance, became » 
bankrupt, and left my poor fiAer to fhift for herfelf : which lhe 
was able to do but for a few months ; for (he went to a friend’s 
houfe in the country, and died of a broken heart. She was a 
mod beautiful woman, of a fine figure, and deferved a better 
fate! 

As foon as the little Lawry, the hero of our tale, was fit 
to commence traveller, his father, with the red of the family* 
left Ireland, aud repaired to Elvington near York* where, at a 
family feat there, lived the mother of lieutenant Sterne. She 
was daughter to Sir Roger Jaques, and an heirels. * There* 
fays our Author, we foiourned for about ten months, where the 
regiment * was edablimed, and our boufehold decamped, bag 
and baggage, for Dublin.. 

What a weathercock-life is that of a foldier in a marching 
regiment ! Within a month after his return to Ireland, the 
wind changes, and lieutenant Sterne is ordered to Exeter; 
whither, ( in a fad winter,’ bis wife and two children follow him* 
In twelve months, the wind chops about again, and we find 
them all blown back to Dublin ; with the additional company 


f What regiment, is not laid. 
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of mother fon, born at Plymouth, during their (lay in Devon* 
fliire. 

At Dublin, fays this compendious hiftorian of his own 
tteiea, 4 My father took: a large houfe, furnifhed it, and in a 
year and a half's time fpent a great deal of money. In 1719, 
all unhinged again ! the regiment was ordered , with many 
outers, to the Ifle of Wight, in order to embark for Spain, 
in the Vigo expedition/ Mr, Sterne's family accompanied the 
regiment to England ; whither they had a very bad voyage and 
their fecond fon (a pretty boy, whofe name was Joram) died in 
the paflage. Here Mrs. Sterne and her two remaining children 
ihicftiH the expedition to Vigo was accompHfhed, and the re- 
giment had got back to Wicklow iri Ireland ; and during their 
ftay in Hamplhire, the lofs of their fon was fupplied by the 
birth of a daughter, named Anne ; but c this pretty bjoflom fell 
at the age of three years, at the barracks of Dublin — not made 
to lafl long, (it is added) as were mod of my father’s babes/— 
An obfervation dubioufly expreffcd ; but the meaning cannot 
be miflaken : and it was verified in the cafe of our Author 
himfelf. 

In the barracks at Wicklow, ann. 1720 , this little mi- 
grating corps was recruited by the birth of another fon, named 
Devijeher, after a colonel of that name. 

From Wicklow they decamped, to flay half a year with Mr. 
Fetherdon *, a clergyman zx Animo % about feven miles from 
their late barracks. 

It was in this parifh, ftys Mr. Sterne, 4 that I had that 
wonderful cfcape in falling through a miH-race, while the mill 
was going, and of being taken up unhurt. The (lory is in- 
credible, but known for truth in all that part of Ireland, where 
hundreds of the common people flocked to fee me/ 

Frftm Animo they followed the regiment to Dublin, where 
they lay in barracks a year. 

In 1722 the regiment fhrfted quarters to Carrickfergus 5 but 
in their march tnither, Captain Sterne and his family were 
kindly received by a rchtioq, a collateral defcendant from arch- 
bifbop Sterne, who took them all to his caflle, hofpitably de- 
tained them a year, and then font them to the regiment. 

At Carrickfergus they loft their fon Devijeher, at the age of 
three years ; but Ioffes of this kind were always foon repaired 
in captain Sterne's fenyly : another girl (Sufan) fupplied the 
place of Devijeher. 

* He was a relation of our Author s grandmother# 

And 
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And now We attend m after Lawry to a fchool, near Halt* 
fax ; from whence his couiin Sterne, of Elvington, 4 who be- 
tame a father to him, fent him to the aniverfity/ 

Thefe Memoirs being not fo much thofe of Lawrence Sterne, 
as of his father and family, we return to the regiment. 

At Londonderry, whither the regiment was removed, from 
CaJrrkkfergus, another lifter was given to La wry : 4 ftill liv- 
ing, * fays he, 4 but moft unhappily eftranged from me by my 
uncle’s wickednefs and her own folly,’ 

From the laft mentioned ftation 4 the regiment was fent to 
defend Gibraltar, at the fiege, where my father was run through 
the body, by captain Philips, in a duel.’ It was very Hie our 
Author so add, as he does, that the quarrel began about a 
goafe. 

Mr. Sterne furvived his wound ; but with an impaired con* 
Aitutian, unable to withftand the hardfhips it was put to; 
for being fent to Jamaica, he foon fell by the country fever, 
which took away his fenfes firft, and made a child of him ; 
in this condition he remained a month or two, walking about 
continually, without complaining, till the moment he fat down 
in an arm chair, and breathed his laft f. 

4 My father,’ fays our Author, 4 was a little fmart man, ac- 
tive to the laft degree, in all exercifes— moft patient of fa- 
tigue and difappointments, of which it pleafed God to give 
him full meafure. — He was in his temper fomewhat rapid and 
hafty — but of a kindly, fweet difpofition, void of all defign ; 
and fo innocent in his own intentions, that he fufpeded no 
one ; fo that you might have cheated him ten times in a day, 
if nine had not been fufficient for your purpofe.’ — You fee, 
Reader, we. have, here and there, even in this little family- 
paper, a genuine ftroke of Yorick. We now return to our 
Author, whom we left at the univerlity. 

Mr. Sterne has forgot to tell us the name of the univerlity 
at which be was bred; but be fays, he went thither in 173a, 
and there he commenced a friendship with Mr. H- — ■ 4 which 
has been moft. lifting on both fide*.’ — We fuppofe the gentle- 
man here meant, is Mr. Hall, the ingenious author of the 
, Crazy Tales, &c. 

Quitting the univerlity, Sterne repaired to York ; and his 
uncle procured him the living of Sutton. And 4 at York/ 
adds he, 4 I became acquainted with your mother. I courted 
her for two years. She owned (he liked me, but thought her- 
felf not rich enough, or me too poor. — At length (he fell into 
a confumption ; and one evening that I was fitting by her, 

f In March 1731. 
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wit/i an alraofl broken heart to fee her fo ill, Xhe faid, 1 my 
dear Lawry, I can never be yours, for I verily believe I bav$ 
not long to live ; but I have left you evtry (hilling of my for-* 
tune/ Upon that (he (hewed, me her will. This generofity 
overpowered me. . It pleafed God that (he recovered, and f 
married her, in 1741/ 

His uncle foon after got him the prebendary of York; bufj 
lie had, afterwards the misfortune to quarrel with his rela- 
tion and patron, about party-matters, which Sterne declares 
he detefted * 5 and his uncle/ he fays, became his bittereft 
enemy.— By his wife’s means, however, he alfo got the living 
of Stillington; but he remained twenty years at Sutton, doing 
duty at both places* He had then, he tells us* very good health ; 
and that books, painting, fiddling* and (hooting were his 
amufements. 

In 1760, Sterne went up to London, to publifli his two 

firft volumes of Shandy, in that year lord F prefented 

him with the curacy # of Coxwold : 4 a fwcet retirement,’ fays 
he, 4 in comparifon of Sutton.’ 

In 1762, Sterne went to France, before the peace was con- 
cluded ; and his wife and daughter followed him. In two 
years after he went to Italy, for the recovery of his health 
this is the lajl material incident of his life, mentioned in this 
Letter to his Lydia; which he concludes by a mod stffe&i- 
onate compliment to his daughter ; declaring his inexprelfible 
joy at feeing her returned from abroad 4 every thing he 
wished her.’ — The Memoir concludes with the, following 
memorandum: 

4 I have fet down thefe particulars relating to my family , and 
Self for my Lydia, in cafe hereafter Jht might have a curiojity y ot 
a kinder motive , to know them' 

We cannot more properly conclude this part of our account 
of the prefent publication, than by a tranfeript of Mr. Gar-* 
rick’s epitaph on Sterne, prefixed, with other verfes, to the li* 
terary correfpondence : 

44 Shall pride a heap of fculptuf’d marble raift. 

Some worthlefs, un- mourn’d titled fool to praife $ 

And ihall we not by one poor grave-ftone learn, 

* Where genius, wit, and humour, deep with Sterne/* 


* And yet we have heard of his writing a periodical electioneer* 
ing paper at York, in defence of the Whig interefl. 
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M E D I C A L, 

Art. 11. Enquiries into the Mature of a new Mineral Acid dif- 
c ordered in Sweden, Sc c. To which is added an Idea of an arti- 
ficial Arrangement, and of a natural Method of Foffils, Sc c. By 
Sir John Hill. 8vo. is. 6 d. Trueman. 1775. 

T HE greater part of the papers here inti tied, * An Idea of an 
Artificial Arrangement, and of a Natural Method of Foffils/ 
which conflitute above two thirds of this pamphlet, we recoiled to 
have read in fomeof the Author’* former publications : we (hall there- 
fore only take notice of the Enquiries into the Nature of the New S*we~ 
dijb Acid \ comprehended within the fcanty limits of fixteen pages, pre- 
fixed to the abovemen tioned Idea ; but which, as relating to a new 
and very curious fubjeCt, the Author has prudently coniidered as 
well adapted to the purpoie of furniihing a taking title page ; and 
h?s accordingly placed them in the front of that very fignificant 
member of every performance. 

In our 47th volume [December 1772] we gave an account of 
this remarkable difeovery, and of fome of the more important pro- 
ccffes, by which the lingular nature and qualities of the /parry acid 
were deteded by Mr. Scheele. It is doing no injufiice to our pre- 
ient Enquirer to affirm that his analyfis is very fuperficid and un- 
iatisfactory, compared with the profound and Scientific investigation 
of the ingenious Swede. His conclufions with refpeCl to the pecu- 
liar nature of the fiony acid, and of the fu-bftance from which it is 
obtained, are in general as follows : 

He infers that the fpatum wtrefeens , or <vitrefcent /par, or fiufs* 
is * of a peculiar genus that it is neither chryfhl jpar, talc, or 
fclenite. He fuppofes that, as the univerfal acid (or the vitriolic) 
can, for infiance, unite with clay, or with chalk, 4 there is nothing 
contradictory to reafon, in fuppofing it may join alfo with an 
earthy or ftrong fubfiasce, neither argillaceous or calcareous :* — 
and that, as with the firft, it forms alum, and with the latter a 
felenite ; it may, when combined with an earth totally different 
in its nature from thefe two, 4 form a body alfo different both from 
allum, and from felenite.’ For thefe and other reafons, he thinks 
it mofi probable that hi* fuppofed fpar is a combination of the mi- 
neral acid with tbe Jfeatitt or Jaap rock. 

Throughout this inquiry the Author takes no notice of the evi- 
dent contradiction between his conciofion, with refped to the con- 
flituent principles of this fubflance, and that of Mr. Scheele ; 
whole very name is not once mentioned, or even hinted at, in this 
performance ; and wbo has not only ihewn, by his analyfis, that 
the bails of the fparry finer is a calcareous earth ; but ha* like- 
wife regenerated this fpar, by combining the peculiar acid obtained 
from it with the calcareous earth in lime water •. 

Art. 


# See Mr. Schecle’s Series of Experiments, Sec. in the Swedifh 
Memoirs for 1771 5 or in a tranflation of them annexed to For/ 
RiV. OCi. 1775. A a ter'i 
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Art. 1 2. An Apology to the Public for commencing the Practice of 
Phjfick ; particularly in gouty, rheumatic , and hyflerical Cafes , 

By D. Smith, M. D. 8vo. 6 d. Carnan. 

More than once §, as well wilhers to humanity, have we prefled 
Mr. (now Dr.) Smith, as far as we decently could, to favour his 
numerous fellow fufferers in the gout, (accprding to the voluntary 
promife given by him in a former publication) with an account of 
the preparation of that invaluable medicine, by the external applica- 
tion of which he had, it feems, repeatedly given himfelf inftant and 
never-failing relief in that excruciating ditorder. — It now appears, 
however, that when he made this promife to the public, accompanied 
with a declaration that he would never pra&ife phyfic, he had 
mod unaccountably overlooked the interest* of felf and famih . 
Having been at .length reminded of thefe home confederations by his 
mere prudent friends who, he tells us * have warmly interpofed’ on 
the occaftoa, he has taken the refolution to keep his medicine a 
fecret, and to turn dodlor of phyfic ; — as we collect from the two 
flgnificant capitals now affixed to his name. Thofe therefore who 
are fortunately fituated within the reach of the inventor and dif- 
penfer of this noferum , (the aftonifhing powers of which are here 
afeertained by the recital of a cafe or two,) may now apply to, or 
be attended by, the doctor himfelf; who, being at the lame time 

• truly defirous that every peribn afflicted with. the gout m*y par- 
take of the isuftimabU benefit which he has in fo eminent a degree 
received,’ descends from his new dignity fo far, as even to declare 
that he 4 •will not fcrvple to fupply all thofe who live at a confi- 
derable diftar.ee from him, with the medicines, and with the moft 
ample, inftrudlions for their ufe and application:’ — at what price, 
we are not here informed. 

To deter the inquifitive race of chemifts, anal y ft rs, quid pro quo 
apothecaries, and their patients, even from peeping into the empy* 
ric fcndluary, or from prying into its arcana ; the doQor fairly gives 
all of them notice that, though his nojtrum is perfedily innocent, 

• the It aft variation in its compo&tion may prove fatal and that 
he verily 4 believes it impoftible for the moil expert chemift ex* 
adUy to analyte it.* 

But this is not all : — profoundly pondering on the nature of Irffierh- 
eal d /orders, this happy inveftigator has invented another fecret fossa* 
which has never once failed to fubdue thefe rebellious complaints. 
The Author forgets himfelf fo far as to divulge, — indeed only to 
true adepts, — the theory on which this difeovery is founded. 
Deeply meditating on the fubjeft, 4 It was clear to me,’ fays he, 

• that this ftubborn difeafe would readily yield to a medicine fo 
compounded, as to brace up the relaxed habit, correct the vitiated 
crahs of the blocd and juices, and at the fame time give a ftronger 
•vibration to tie nerves.— The regularly graduated and orthodox ions 


fer's Method of affaying mineral Subfiances, &c. Section I. 10 and 16, 
lil. 2i. and VI. 30. 

§ See M. Rev. December 1772, page 483, and September 1774, 
page 239, 
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of Cam and Ifs y were they to exert all their powers, could fcarce 
J'pcut in more Icientihc and recondite terms. The medical mem- 
bers of our fraternity, have grown grey in the theory and prac- 
tice of phyfic ; and yt^ we humbly confefs, not one of the grey- 
beards amongtl us is acquainted with any device, whereby * to 
give a ftreng vibration to the nerves ;* or even pretends to know 
whether a nerve is accultomed to vibrate at all; or, granting that 
it does, whether it can be obliged, when it is not in the humour, 
to regulate its vibrations at the infligacion of any dodlor in Chrilt- 
endom. 

Art. 13. A Critical Enquiry into the Ancient and Modern M inner 
of treating the Difeafes rf the Urethra, with an improved Method 
of Cure , See. By Jefle Foot, of the. Company of Surgeons in 
London, Sec. 8vo. is. 6d. Becker. 

After giving an hiftorical account of the difFerent methods that 
have been propofed for the cure of the difeafes of the Urethra , 
by preceding writers ; the Author haltens to the only rational 
method of removing obftru&ions in this part, by the introduction 
of medicated bougies, firfl brought into ufe by M. Daran. After 
criticifing fome parts of M. Daran’s doctrine and pra&icc, the Au* 
thor proceeds to recommend the fmall bougies made of catgut, 
propofed by M. de Daran, in the room of the iliflf bougies made of 
linnen or taffety ; as being excellently adapted, by their flexibi- 
lity and other qualities, to effed a gradual dilation of the canal of 
the urethra. By the ufe of thele alone, (gradually increafing their 
fize) he affirms that a cure may be frequently effeded : but if thefe 
ihould fail to remove the obltrudions, their application may be 
followed* by that of the ftiff bougie, compounded of the molt Am- 
ple materials ; the introdudion of which will now be practicable 
and eafy, and to which, however, a requifite quantity of M. Gou- 
lard s extraQutn faturni may be added with advantage. For other 
particulars, conducive to the cure, we mull refer to the pamphlet ; 
throughout which the Author controverts the common opinion, 
that the fuppuration brought on by bougifs is necefiary to the cure 
of thefe obftrudions ; and treats the pradice founded on that opinion 
as a • work done by the hand of feverity — where a more rational 
and humane method will fucceed/ 

Art, 14. Introduction to the Study of Pathology on a natural Plan: 
Containing an Eflay on Fevers, &c. By James Rymcr. 8vo# 
3 s. fewed. Donaldfon. >77?* 

When ignorance aflumes the chair of inflrudion, and confidently 
apes the manners of learning, gravity itfelf mult fmile at ihe fpec- 
tacle.— Mr. Rymer’s production is indeed fo generally equal, and 
its feveral parts are fo well fuited to each other, and fo excellently 
calculated to become the fubjeCl of ridicule, that aoy fcleclion 
which we can poflibly make from it, will greatly detrad from the 
entertainment our Readers might derive from a perufal of the 
whole : but as fome of them may not choofe to incur this ex- 
pence, we muft endeavour, in fome degree to gratify their coriofity. 

* The work b divided into two parts, and the preface to the fecond 
of thefe begins as follows : * For empirics ; for all thofe, whofe 
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fouls are unfitted for refinement by philofophical aid ; and, for 
thofe who alt by the rafh impulfes of wild fancy, whofe a&ions, 
confequently are not conduced by the unerring rules of divine rea- 
son, and found judgment, this work is not intended.’ 

, 4 I have given (continues he) particular attention to the prefent 
(late of medical knowledge, and as I find it faulty, in many par- 
ticulars, mean to make corrections. You may look upon me in the 
fame light as you would upon Voltaire’s American; my mind is 
not a labyrinth of prejudice, and the knowledge I have acquired of 
the medical fcience, has taken place fince the arrival of my mind 
at no contemptible degree of reafonable maturity.’ * But let that be 
as it may (adds Mr. Rymer) my plan (hall be of a particular and 
hence uncommon kind. All the fyftems on this fubjeCt are too ela- 
borate ; but mine (hall be fiiort. Many of them alfo are unintel- 
ligible, and as a body might fay, contain medical bulls? 

In defining difeafes, writers have ufually endeavoured, to afeer- 
taln their feveral charaftcriftic peculiarities fo as to diflinguilh 
each of them from every other ; but Mr. Rymer, fcorning all ex- 
ample, has fo contrived his definitions, that inliead of conveying 
accurate ideas of the fubjedts defined, they afford no idea whatever* 
In fupport of this observation we fhall feleft two out of many in- 
fhnees, viz. 

4 General definition of nervous fevers • — Nervous fevers are thole 
difeafes wherein patients have the fame and no other fymptoms than 
thofe attending a perfon who by a proper medical judge, is faid to 
be affe&ed with no other phenomena than thofe which characterize a 
proper nervous fever only? 

4 General definition of putrid fevers . — Putrid fevers are thofe di£ 
eafes wherein patients have the real fymptoms of a putrid fever 
only/ — What thefe fymptoms are the Author in no inllance even 
attempts to afeertain. 

That order of fevers which afford no abfolute fufpenfion or in- 
termiffion of the' fymptoms between their commencement and their 
termination, has been called 4 Continual? in diflinCtion from . isettr- 
mitments ; and by men of com mop undemanding this name had 
been deemed fufficiently proper. — To the fagacious Mr. Rymer it 
has, however, appeared otherwife : 

4 A continual fever, fays he, is an affeCtion of a finite being; a 
continual fever muft mean an eternal difeafe . but a finite being can- 
not have an eternal quality ; hence, there can be no fuch thing as a 
continual fever. However, not to be too fevere upon the do&rine 
of thofe fuppofed to be learned and acute, I fhall proceed to the ge- 
neral definition. 

4 General definition of continual fevers. — Upon this fubjelt it be- . 
comes necefrary to deviate a little from the general do&rine, by ad- 
vancing fome alterations. 1 know it is looked upon as a hard talk to 
attack, and criticife upon fubje&s of this nature ; notwithfUnding, 

1 attempt it. I cannot fay what may be the attendant fuccefs ; but, 
as my intention is laudable, I proceed. 4 

# ‘ With regard to the general name given to thofe difeafes, the 
hint I have advanced, may convince the medical men of genius, and 
^11 thofe of the profeffion, whofe moderate talents have been amended 
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by the means. of fcientific cultivation, that the general name may 
not be proper.* 

This may ferve as a fpecimen of our Author’s critical abilities, 
which are not unfrequently difplaycd in this performance. A? a proof 
of Mr. Rymer's uncommon vanity, theufual attendanfof ignorance, 
take the following, pafldge, viz. 4 I alfo conjeClure that all thole 
men whom philofophy hath polilhed, and whom Heaven hath blefled. 
with pure and untainte’d minds, will embrace my doCtrine, and ac- 
cept of my theory, with fcientifical gladnefs, as the means of en- 
lightening and elucidating fome obfcure particulars in that noble 
and divine fcience, medicine.’ 

Unhappy Monthly Reviewers ! the all-perfeCl Mr. Rymer will 
never allow us a place among 4 thofe men Whom philofophy hath 
polilhed, and whom Heaven hath blefled with pure untainted 
minds ;’ becaufe we have not embraced his doctrine, nor accepted 
his theory 4 with fcientifical gladnefs ,’ though we have indeed read 
his production with nnufual merriment. 

American Controversy. 

Art. 15. A calm Addrefs to our American Colonies . By John 
Wefley, M. A. izmo. 2d. Hawes. 177;. 

When we faw jhe venerable father of a religious fed topping 
out of his apoftolic chair, to enter into the* fields of political dil- 
putation, we naturally expe&ed to find, that he had fome new 
obfervations to fugged, or fome healing meafures to propofe, wor- 
thy of the wifdom of age, and the fanClity of the clerical charac- 
ter. How far we have been difappointed in our expectations, 
our Readers may judge from the following fummary of his argu- 
ments. 

If the fupreme power cannot tax the colonies, it can make no 
laws to bind them, nor inflict punilhment in any criminal cafes. 

It is not true that every freeman is governed by laws to which 
he has alien ted : the minority is always governed not only without, but 
agarnft their confent : it is the majority alone who are governed 
as they choofe. The anccftors of the colonifts, as Englilh fub- 
jefls, had ceded to the king and parliament the power of difpof- 
ing, without their* confent, of their lives, liberties and properties ; 
and though they did not, by emigration, forfeit any of the privi- 
leges of Englilhmen, they voluntarily refigned the right of voting, 
for reprefentatives : their defeendents therefore cannot claim this 
right, any more than thofe who have no votes in England could 
ereCl a feparate parliament of their own. The Provinces can have 
no privileges but fuch as are given them by charter; now the 
charter of Penfylvania has a claufe admitting taxation by the Bri- 
tilh parliament in exprefs terms ; and the people of Maflachufetts 
were promifed exemption from taxes for feven years, which im- 
plied a right of demanding them afterwards. — The true caufe of 
the oppofition, to the exercife of the clear right of taxation has 
been, that a few determined enemies to monarchy, having refolved* 
to undermine the prefent government, and eflabliih a common- 
wealth on its rums, have fomented divifions at home and abroad 
and made many well meaning perfons their dupes.— The people do , 
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not give the fovereign power. The grant to Maffcniello, in Naples, 
is the only inftance of this kind in all hiflory. 

In writing this Addrefs, Mr. W. hath revived Tome of the ar- 
guments urged by Dr. Johnfon, in his celebrated pamphlet on 
Taxation ; and which were fufficicntly noticed in our Review for 
March lalt. 

Art. \b. A Letter to the Rev . Mr . John Wejley , occafioned ly his 
. *“ Calm Addrefs to the American Colonics?' tamo. ad. Dilly. 

The fubfcnce of this reply is as follows : Every man who is taxed 
.without his ow.n confent is a {lave* Montcfquieu and Locke af- 
fert this. To grant our own property is an eflential part of Brir 
tifh liberty. The commons alone, properly fpcaking, tax the peo- 
ple 5 all money bills originating with them, and palling without 
alteration by the other branches of legiflaturc. Lord Camden and 
Lord Chatham afiert taxation to be infeparable from reprefenta- 
tion. It is ordained by feveral ftatutes that the king lhall have 
no aid without confent of parliament. When the parliament taxed 
the Palatinate of Chefter, they refufed to comply, pleading that 
they had a parliament of their own ; their plea was allowed* and 
they taxed themfelves. Thofe who have no vote in the eledlion of 
reprefentatives, being generally able to procure one, by declining 
to do this, tacitly alfent to the choice which is made* The de-» 
termination cf the majority, is by implicit confent that of tbc whole 
body, in any great revolution, the generality, by not oppofing 
thofe. who are aclive in bringing it about give a tacit confent to 
it; without which no power could be pfeferved. All power then 
is from the people. The Englilh people have never refigned their 
power of difpoting of their own money. — The Americans are in 
ft fituation entirely different from that of their brethren in England 
who have no votes, bccaufe it is not in their power to acquire the 
right of voting. It cannot be fuppofed that when the American 
Colonifls left their country they meant to give up their right of 
difpofing of their own property : this right has been ackoow-» 
ledged by, the efiablifhment of aflemblies, in winch they have ac- 
tually enjoyed it. They are in the fame fituation with the people 
of Ireland, and, like them, have been taxed by. their own repre- 
fentatives from their firfl fettlement, The temporary exemption 
from taxes in Maflachufcrs Bay refers to the quit rents for lands* 
The claufe wirh refped to Penfylvania regards not internal tax- 
ation but duties for the regulation of trade. If the Britilh par- 
liament always poflefled the right of taxing America, why have they 
fuft'ered them to tax themfelves in their affemblies for perhaps i$q 
years ? 

After thefe replies, nothing material occurs in this Letter ex- 
cept a ctnfure of Mr. Wefley’s inconfiAency, in writing fuch an 
Addrefs, after having, in the year 177 o, declared that be doubted 
whether the meafures purfued refpe&ing America could be defended 
Qn any principles of law, equity, or piudencc. But the confifiency 
or Ucadinefs of Mr.Wefley’s opinion, do not concern the prefent qu«;- 
ilion, and refpefling this vre have already fufHcicntly exprefled oqr 
fcotijnents, 4 
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Aft, 17. Arguments in Support of the Supremacy of the Britijh Legif- 
lature and their. Right to tax the Americans. AddrefTed 10 the Citi- 
zens of London* By a Liveryman. 8vo. is. Wilkie. 1775. 
Thefe arguments, excepting a very few, advanced by Mr. Mau- 
duit, are all extrafted from a pamphlet publilhed near feven years 
-ago under the title of a Review of the Controverfy between Great 
Britain and her Colonies ; which pamphlet has been more than once 
fetisfa&orily anfwered and refuted. But of this our Compiler was 
doubtlefs as ill informed as he appears to be of other falls refpeli- 
iog ‘ America,' which he ferioufly tells us, in his 20th page, * was 
difooveTed the latter end of the 15th century by Sebaftiau Cabot'*** 
Poor Columbus ! how art thou defooiled of thy juft fame ? 

Art, 18. The Proceedings of the Houfe of Burgejfes of Virginia , 4to. 
1 s- 6 d. Williamfburgh printed, and fold by Longman in lion- 
don. 1775- 

Details the proceedings of the aflembly convened in June la ft, 
with refpeft to their contefts with the governor, Lord Dunmore; 
and publilhed by order of the houfe : 4 that the moft material 
tranfadions (houkl be feen in one connefted and diftinft point 
of view. 9 His lordfhip*s letters, meftages, See. as well as the ad- 
dreftes andrefolutions of the affembly, are printed at length, from 
the original papers in the office, &c. 

Art. 19. Americans again /1 Liberty : or an Effay on the Nature 
and Principles of True freedom, fhewing that the Defigns and 
Conduit of the Americans tend only to Tyranny and Slavery, 
8vo. is. 6d. Mathews, 1775* 

Well argued . But argument is not, at prefent, likely to avail either 
party. It is no longer a war of tongues or of pens. Well fought , 
Is, now, the point. This Author, however, is an able advocate foe 
the Britifh claims. 

Natural Philosophy, Botany, &c. 

Art. 2©. A Difcourfe on the Torpedo , delivered at the Anniver- 
fary Meeting of the Royal Society, &c. By Sir John Pringle, 
Bart. Prefident. 4W. is. 6d. Nourfe, 1775. 

We have already treated fo largely of Mr. Wash's cu- 
rious experiments on the Torpedo f, that we fhall only ob- 
ferve, on that particular head, that fome of the moft remark- 
able of them are related in this difcourfe 5 which was addrefled 
to the Royal Society, by the prefident, on his delivering to Mr. 
Wallh the annual prize^med al founded <Jn the benefaftion of Sir 
Godfrey Copley. 

Previous to the account ofMr.Walfh’s experiments, the Author has 
drawn up an accurate and entertaining hillorical ab ft raft of what 
had been done in this branch of natural hiftory, by ancient and mo- 
dern naturalifts or philofophers, antecedent to Mr. Wallh $ In- 
quiries. It is remarkable, he obferves, that of all the ancients, 
Pliny and . Aslian, thofe two profefled writers of natural hiitory, 
Jiave left us the lameft and moft fabulous accounts of the Torpedo. 
Before the time of Galen, this fifh was applied alive to different 


See Mt Rev. vol. 51. Sept. 1774. P a £ c 2, 9 * 
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parts of the body, for the removal of local pains. Galen, alw&y* 
theorifing, readily affigned a caufe for its fuppafed Cal tit ary cf- 
feds, drawn from his fyltem of the four primary qualities, hoc 
and cold, &c. Cold benumbs the members of a living body; fo 
does the Torpedo: ergo the Torpedo ads by a frigorijic quality* 
For the fpace of above a thoufand years this llrange conceit reign- 
ed in the medical fchools, and was fo far improved upon by the 
fuccelTors of this medical chief; that, . as a living Torpedo could 
not always be procured, whenever a refrigerating medicine was in- 
dicated, the defed was thought by thefe fages to be excellently 
fupplied, by preparing and applying the oil procured from the dead 
animal. • 

In (peaking of the moderns, the Author particularly dwells 
upon, and candidly apologifes for, the delufion into which that 
excellent naturalifl, M. de Reaumur, fell, and into which he led 
the greateft part of the philofophicai world, by attributing t&e 
phenomena of the Torpedo to a mechanical cau fc, or to the fudden 
and violent adion of certain mufcles. He next commemorates thofe 
who inveftigated this fubjed, after the important but accidental 
difeovery of the Leyden vial ; when fufpicions firft began to be cot 
tertained that the (hocks given by the eledric fluid, in a date of 
condenfation, and thofe produced by the Torpedo, the gymnetas, 
and, probably other fifties, were the effeds of one and ihe fame 
agent differently modified. On this occaljon he particularifes the 
obfervations of Mr. ’sGravefande, Mr, Vander Lott, and lafl- 
ly thofe of Dr. Bancroft ; whofe remarks on this fubjed, (in his 
natural hiftory of Guiana) we acknowledge, firfl made us converts 
from the plaufible fyflem of Reaumur §, to that now fo firmly efta- 
blilhed by the accurate and well imagined experiments of Mr. Wallb. 
Art. 21. A generic and fpecific Defer ipticn of Britifh Plants * 
tran flated from the Genera it Species Plant arum of the celebrated 
Linnaeus. To which is prefixed an etymological Didionary, ex- 
plaining the Claflcs, Orders, and principal Genera. And a Glof- 
fary is added to explain the technical Terms. With Notes and 
Obfervations. By James Jenkinfon. 8vo. 5s. 3d. Boards. 
Kendal, printed. London, fold by Caflon, 8cc . 177;. 

In -our apprehenfion, this Author ha3 ufed great diligence and 
care in preparing the prefent work ; the lovers of Botany, or thofe 
who chufe to make fome attainments in that fcience will, therefore, 
no doubt, find it very ufeful. He offers it to the Public wjth a be- 
coming diffidence, being confcious of the many difficulties attending 
a work of this nature, and fearful Whether his words are adequate to 
convey the original fenfe in full perfedion. 

As the Original abounds with technical Terms, of a Angular na- 
ture, he has been obliged to ufe words, ‘ perhaps, he fays, not to be 
found in any bnglifti didionary extant/ The Gloffary is therefore 
added to elucidate what may appear too obfeure to the mere Englifh 
Reader. In the Introdudion he has reduced a few plants to their 


$ See M. Rev. vol. 37, December 1 767, page 453 ; and vol. 40, 
..March 1769, page 2^-6. 
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e lofts, orders, and genera, in order to introduce die young (Indent 
into the method of claffing plants according to the Lin mead J'yftem. 

Mathematics, dec. 

Art. 22. The TJfe of the Hydrojhtic Balance made eajy , and ap- 
plied particularly to the Purpofc of detetting counterfeit Gold Coin* 
With feveral Tables and Calculations relative to the Weight of 
Gold . By J. B. Becket* 8vo. u Robin fon. 

The mod certain methdd of diftinguifhing counterfeit from darling 
coin, and of dete&ing both the quality and quantity of the alloy, ia 
that which is here propofed and explained : if a guinea of the pre- 
font reign weighs in air 12c grains, and lofe 9 74 grains of this weight 
in. water, we may fafely conclude, that it is rterling gold; the fpecihc 
gravity of fuch gold being 17,78 : but if a guinea, fufpe&ed to 
be bad, has the fame weight in air, and, being of greater bulk, lofes 
7 J grains of its weight in water, then its fpecific gravity (found by 
dividing its weight in the air by its lofsin the water » will appear to be 
16,64; aad the guinea counterfeit. As the chief danger in the cir- 
culation of money, fince the late regulations, arifes from counterfeit 
coin, we wifh, that the hydroftattc balance was generally ufed. This 
(mall treatife furni(hes all the neceffhry inftrti&ions for this purpofe ; 
and they have the advantage of being intelligible to every common 
Arithmetician. 

Art. 23. , Confederations on the Meant of preventing fraudulent 
PraSices on the Gold Coin. Written at Geneva in 1773, hy Lord 
Vifcount Mahon, F.R. S. 4to. Shropfhire. 1775. 

4 Thgre are only two ways (fays the noble author) of defrauding 
the Public, in refpedt to the coin. Firlt, By making new coin of left 
value than the ftandard ; or. Secondly, By dimin idling the weight of 
the current coin.* To prevent the frauds arifing from falfe coinage , ho 
recommends a particular attention in forming all thofe parts of the 
coin which are the lead expo fed to wear, and which are the mod ob- 
vious to infpe&ion: by caution and fcrupulous exa&nefs in this 
refpefl, it would become extremely difficult to procure an accurate 
refemblance ; none but the bed workmen would be able to fuccced ia 
attempting it ; and the danger, together with the fmatl profit attend- 
ing this buiinefs, would deter fuch from employing their talents in 
this way. Rewards ihould like wife be offered to encourage informa- 
tions again ft falfe coiners, and the mod exemplary punifhftteiits fhoold 
be indited on the offenders. The Jecond fraud may be committed by 
dipping, by nailing, by rubbing, or by fweating the coin. • Hi* 
Lordfhip propofes hints for regulating the coinage, by ah attention 
to whkh this bufinefe would be rendered very difficult and very liable 
to detection ; not to add, that the profits arifing from R woald not be 
worth feeking. The coin (he obferves) Ihould have but very little 
relief and this precaution would focure it againffc being filed or. 
robbed* The letters of the inferi jkioa Ihould be very near the edge 
of the coin ; or there (hould be a fiat circle in relief round the out- 
lide of the letters, and very near the edge of the coin, which ihould 
be indented nearly through its whole breadth, and this wonld pre- 
vent its being duninifhed either by clipping or milling : and in order 
to guard it againft the injury of fweating, he propofes a number of 
fine ftrokes in low relief oa the field of the coin, and fome very fine 
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hollows of fmall depth in the relief itfelf; the date of the year Jhould 
be ftampt in and funk under the field of the coin, and the coin fhould 
be made thicker and of a lefs fize. The Advantages arifing from 
this method of coinage, are farther dated and explained. 

Art. 24 . An Explanation and Proof of 44 The complete Syftem 
of Aftronomic^l Chronology, unfolding the Scriptures.” In 
•which the .Truth and Reality of the Original Luni -Solar Radix is 
eloarly and fully afcertained ; fir ft > by Calculations a Priori ; them 
confirmed \ to the mi nut eft Exa 3 nefs t by Calculations a Poflerkri 9 
through an extenfive Interval of 5800 Tears . In a Series of Letters 
addreded to Mr. lames Fergufon, Author of a Treatife of Aftro^ 
nomy upon Sir Ilaac Newton’s Principles of Phiiofophy. By tho 
Rev. John Kennedy, Retior of Bradley in Derbyfhire. 8vo. 
is. 6 d. Davis. 

Art. 25 . Two Letters to the Rev . Mr . John Kennedy ; containing 
an Account of many Miftakes in the Adronomical Part of his Scrip- 
ture Chronology : and his abufive Treatment of Adronomical Authors. 
By James Fergufon, F. R. S. 8vo. 6d. Cadell. 1775. 

In the year 1763, Mr. F. publifhed fome remarks on the agrono- 
mical Part of Mr. K.’s t€ Complete Sydem of Chronology thefe 
were fubmitted to the Author’s perufal before they were printed, and 
the Reviewer very candidly fubjoined his name to them, when they 
were adually publifhed. > They were fo unfavourable to the credit of 
Mr. K., as a calculator, that he took the firft opportunity of com- 
mencing a correfpondence with Mr. F., which has been fince carried 
on with a very unjuflifiable degree of heat and afperity. The^riginal 
queflion in debate is perplexed and confounded by perfonal reflec- 
tions, and by unkind but unfuccefsful attempts to depreciate the 
abilities and fidelity of our “ popular Adronomer nor indeed 
have other names, however, juflly celebrated, efcaped the lafh of 
Mr. K.’s pen. • I know you (fays he, fpeakine of Mr. F.) to be ex- 
tremely deficient in the very firlt principles of pra&ical agronomy : 
you fufpeft it not, becaufe you have not yet been thoroughly fearched 
into: and the reafon why this is not generally known, and generally 
regarded, is, becaufe but very few, perhaps not above one in 100,000, 
carneftly concern themfelves about aftronomy.’ 

As to the famous Luni-Soiar Radix, or the true pofition of the fun 
and moon, with refpeft to each other at the very inftant of their crea- 
tion, by which the age of the world is to be. accurately determined, 
this, our author informs us, is a mere • fcriptural datum,’ and * could 
never have been afcertained by the acuteft penetration of the human 
mind ; non Jdgaciffimd ingtnii Newtonian's v't* But he has not told us 
where this infcrutable fecret is difclofed, ndr does he feem to poflefs 
the true key for difeovering it. Mr. F. has clearly convi&ed both 
his principles and calculations of unpardonable errors in a variety of 
inflances : we are therefore forry to find, that he has yet publifhed 
only the firft part of his defence, and that ‘ more is to follow in bio 
intentions.’ 

Should Mr. K. refume this involved and intricate inquiry, to which 
no difciple of Hutchinfon feems equal, we hope that he will dif- 
cover a greater portion of the true fpirit of philofophy, and make 
feme apology for the very illiberal reflexions which he has caft on 
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kis ontagonifl : — on bis integrity, as well as on his judgment, we 
Sou Id not read the following paragraph, as Mr. F. has quoted it, 
without concern and indignation ; “ Hiftorical evidence has no more 
•weight with me, nor makes any more imprejjhn upon my mind, than the 
reveries of a fick man's dream ; though heaven may ha oe given a jane • 
tion to its truth ” Let our readers perufe the modell aflronomer s de- 
fence ; 44 Pifingeoftous Sir! although you and I always differed wide- 
ly iu our fentiments ^ith refpefl to aftronomy, I had a good opinion 
of your heart till now ; and believed you to be a wfcll-meaning man, 
a fearcher for divine truth, and a fincere Chritlian. — What you have 
here faij would wound my very foul, if it were true. — But, as heaven 
knows it to befalfe, and you dare not lay your hand upon yourherfrt, 
and fay. Before God it is true ; feeing you never had the lead ground 
for it, either from jn y aflions, my writings, or my convcrfation, I 
now look upon you to be below my further notice. Neverthelefs, £ 
fjpcerely wiih you a better mind ; and do bid you heartily farewel.” 
Political. 

Art. 26. Seleft Diffirtations on Colonies and Plantations . By 
thofe celebrated Authors, Sir Jofiah Child, Charles Davenanr, 
PL. D. and Mr. William Wood, wherein the Nature of Planta- 
tions, and their Confequences to Great Britain, are feriouflv con- 
sidered ; and a Plat^propofed which may fettle the unhappy Differ- 
ences between Great Britain and America, ttvo. is. 6d. Hay. 

The well known names of the Authors, is a fufBcient recommenda- 
tion of the trails here reprinted. 

Art. 27. Confederations on the Poor Latvs, on the prefen t State 
pf the Poor, and on Houfes of Induitry. With fome occasional 
Remarks on a Pamphlet lately publifhed on thefe Subjects. By the 
Rev. R. Potter. 8vo. is. Lewis, in Ruffel- Street. 1775. 

This publication is occafioned by the bill for ellabiifhing an Houfe 
of Indukry for the Hundreds of Mitford and Launditch, in the county 
of Norfolk. The Author differs greatly in his opinion of thefe in- 
vitations from Mr. Potter, and offers many ferious arguments in be- 
half of the prefent fyftemof our laws for the regulation of the poor ; 
which, he thinks, is greatly to be preferred to the new eftablifhments 
recommended by Gentlemen on the other fide of the queftion. He 
appears to be well acquainted with the fubjeft, and his reafoning 
sperits the confideration of the public, for our account of Mr, 
Potter's tra&, fee Rev. lad vol. p. 31c. 

N. B. The Confiderer’s pamphlet is foill printed, that it may lead 
fome readers to doubt whether the Author himfelf is not rather de- 
ficient in Literature. Principle is every where, put for Principal; 
with other faults of the like.ill-looking fort. 

Art. 28. A Letter to John Sawbridge % Efq\ on Popular Oppo- 
fition to Government. By Tribunua. 410. 1 s. 6d. Wheble. 1775. 

A flaming declamation againft Tyranny and Slavery ; accompanied 
with firong -intimations, Relative to a timely exertion of thofe 4 inherent , 
indifpenfible, eontrouliug powers which arc faid to * reft in the 
people ;* and for the exigence of which, the Author quotes the ac- 
knowledgment of Judge Blackftone: with his declaration that 44 no 
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time, circumftances, or condition can vacate or deftroy it.” — The 
prefent times produce many of thefe Patriotic effufions ; but whether^ 
as the friends of Government contend, it is “ much Cry and Little 
Wool” remains for future difcovery. 

Poetical. 

Art. 29. The Nativity of Cbrijl ; a facred Paftoral ; alfo Thought: 
on Life and Death , a Poem. By J. M. 4to. 1 s. Nicoil. 

From the paftoral ; • 

Oxen and afles his attendants are, 

' Whom angels honour, and as God revere,' 

From the Thoughts on Life and Death ; 

To all my friends a long farewell. 

Yet hope to meet again ; 

And fing his praife, who freed our fouls 
From forrow, fin, and pain. 

The Author wrote this in his 78th year# Pueris fenilufque expor- 
reQa ‘Vtnia, 

Art. 30. Oraztone e varii Poetici Componimenti , &c. An Ora- 
tion, with feverai poetical pieces in praife of poetry, compofed 
and most humbly dedicated to the incomparable merit 
Of the most illustrious Lady Mifs James. By Domenico 
Aurelio Vitellini, Profeflbr Of the Italian language. 8vo. ’82 
Pages. Grant. 1775. 

An inflated oration, with fome indifferent poetry, add refled by an 
Italian teacher to an Englifti young lady ; who, it is to be hoped, 
will entertain a proper idea of the adulation of profeflbrs of this kind. 
Art. 31. The Beauties of Homer , felefted from the Iliad, By 
William Holwell, B. D. F. A.S. Chaplain in Ordinary to the 
Xing. 8vo. 4 s. bound. Rivington. 1 77c. 

This is a very judicious colledion of fome of the fineft paflages 
in Homer, arranged in fuch a manner as to renew the Reader’s idea 
of the bufinefs as well as of the beauties of the poem. The Latin 
text is prudently omitted : for, this book ought only to belong to 
thofe who have read Homer entire. 

Art. 32. The Yankies War- hoop ; or, Lord North’s Tt Deum 
for the victorious Defeat at Bofton, June 17, 1775. Written by 
an American. 4to. 1 s. Bladon. 

Banters the Gazette account of the battle, and extols the Ameri- 
cans, in wretched rhymes ; concluding with the following couplet,— 
which is worth all the reft of the poem : 

“ And therefore I think we’d beft kifs and be friends. 

For Vice ruuft be beat that with Virtue contends.’* 

Art. 33. Britannia ; a Poem in Two Parts. By an Eton 
Scholar. 4to. 6d. Harris. 

This poem is, agreeably to the title-page, a puerile performance. 
Art. 34. Religion ; a poetical EfTay. By William Gibfon, 
M. A. of Pembroke Hall, Cambridge. 4m. 2 s. ^ilkie. 

There are fome things too high for criticifm, and fome too low 2 
Mr. Gibfon’s poem is in both thofe predicaments. 
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Art. 35. The Adventures of Telemachus . Written originally in \ 
French by the celebrated M. Fenelon, Archbiftiop of Cambray, 
attempted in Englifh Blank Verfe. To which is prefixed, an Ef- 
fay on the Origin and Merits of Rhyme. By the Rev. John 
Yoode, M. A. late Fellow of St. John’s College, Cambridge. 
8vo. 4 s. 6 d. Dodfley. 1775. 

*Tis time, Telemachus, that you fhould reft 
From your fatigue, and change your wet apparel. 

Saith Calipfo. 

With our hands bound behind us tfe were brought 
IAto the town 

Qftoth Telemachus ; and of this eafy kind of verfe, lhali we call it? 
here are the two firfl books, by way of fpecimen. 

Art. 36. The Praifes of Poetry ; a Poem. By Capel Loft. 
i2mo. 2 s. Owen. 1775.. 

There is a fpirit of poetry, fome agreeable imagery and good 
lines in this poem ; but there is alfo a want of judgment, a confufion 
and obfeurity, that greatly leflen its merit ; and Pafcal Paoli and 
James Bofwell, Efq; figure but poorly in the fame field with Alexan- 
der and Homer. 

Art. 37. Codron and Cara , a Ballad. By the Author of The 
P af oral Ballad* . 4*0. is. 6d. Longman. 

In this poetical vagzfry, the Author, pofiibly, had it in his in- 
tention to burlefque fome of the beft ftanzas in our belt poems ; and. 
if we miftakq not, the ingenious Author of Armine and Elvira has 
been in his eye, through the three lad pages. It is certain that the 
moft excellent performances are liable to this kind of funny taking 
off, but the original fufiers not from the caricatura. Armine and 
Elvira will be admired as long as the Englifh language lads. The 
ftory of the prefent poem is loft in obfeurity. 

Miscellaneous. 

Art. 38. Plan and Reports of the Society inffituted at London, in 
the Tear 1774, for the Recovery of Perfont apparently drowned. 8vo. 

1 7 7 5 • 

We have already given accounts of the nature of the inftitution* 
which have been formed on the Continent, for the recovery of the 
drowned ; and of the fuccefs which has attended their humane en- 
deavours. The prefent pamphlet contains an hiftory of fhe efta- 
blifhrnent, and regulations of the fociety formed laft year in Lon- 
don, for the fame laudable purpofes > together with feveral cafes of 
drowned perfons who have been reftored to life, in confequence of 
this eftabli foment; from which it appears that they have been in- 
firumental in foving the lives of nearly One in three, who would 
otherwife have been configned to the grave. 

In one of the cafes here recited, the recovery of a woman is related, 
who hanged herfclf in a fit of phrenzy, and who appears to have 
been fufpended at lead 25 minutes. We mention lifcewife the very 
Angular cab of a young child, who fell out of a one pair of flairs win* 

• For an account of this very humourous performance, fee Re- 
hear, vol. h, p. 4*4' 
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dow upon the (lone pavement, and was taken up to all appearance 
dead. The child having been given up as irrecoverable, Mr. Squire 
was induced to try the effects of ele&ricity. Repeated (hocks through 
various parts of the body produced no effell ; but on tranfmittiug a 
few (hocks through the chell, a (mail pulfation was perceptible, 
and a perfect recovery was effected. 

One obfervation made by the Editor, and which has. formerly been 
given by u.«, cannot be too frequently inculcated, or too extenfively 
circulated. Although there (hould not appear the lead fymptoms 
of returning life, the means of recovery ought to be perfevered in 
with fpirit, for two fours, or mire. It is highly probable that many 
lives have been fucrificed in ccmfequence of the vulgar opinion, that 
a perfon will recover in a few minutes, or not at all ; and of the ri- 
dicule thrown by the ignorant byellanders, on chofc who are willing 
to perfevere, by treating them as perfons abfurdly employed in at- 
tempting impofiibilities. 

Art. 39. The IVcrks of his Grace George Vi liters , Duke of Bucking- 
ham ; containing his Plays and Mifcellanies in Profe and Verie, 
with explanatory Notes and Memoirs of the Author. i2tno. 

• 2 Vols. 6 s. fewed. Evans. 1 775- 
Nevcr were any Author’s works fo ill edited. Never were me- 
moirs more execrably written Never were notes in the £ng)i(h 
language fo deft^ute of Englifli -f. This is really a Jhameful ^nd 
difgraceful publication. An honed indudrious grub that got his 
bread by putting words together, if he had been any time at the bu- 
fmefs, could never have dune this: nor yet a book feller, who had 
been accuftomed to examine and look at words when they were put 
together; nor yet the printer himfelf: it is certainly the work of 
the devil ; for in bad works is his delight ! 

Art. 40. The Elements of German Grammar , by the Rev, Mr, 
Wendeborn, Minider of the German Chapel, on Ludgate- Hill. 
Dedicated, by Permiffion, to his Royal Highnefs the Prince of 
Wales. 3 s. Heydinger. 

* The Germans have lately made great improvements, both in 
their language and their manner of writing, if we compare a Ger- 
man writer of the beginning of this century, with others who have 


• Take a fpecimen — * The King was highly incenfed again ft the 
Duke for his conduit in parliament this fedion ; and being informed 
the Duke was plotting againff the government, he ordered him by 
proclamation to furrender himfelf. The Duke foon found means to 
make his peace with the King, and was redored to favour. The* 
Duke afcribed his difgrace, &c.’ In this curious compodtioo the 
Duke occurs four times in fevep lines. 

+ It is not eafy to fay whether the following note on a paffage in 
the Rehearfal is more curious for its dyle or its importance. * 4 Mr. 
Abraham Ivory had formerly been a conjtderabls a8or of women's parts ; 
but afterwards dupiried himfelf fo far with drinking firong waters , 
that before the firtt ailing of this farce, he was fit for nothing bue 
to go of errands ; for which, and meer charity , the company allowed 
him a weekly falary.’ Is not this good language oqw* as Hayes fays l 
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written within thefe thirty years, we ihonld hardly be able to, pert 
fuade ourfelves that they lived in the fame age* The belt ancient 
and modern authors have fervcd as models for the prefent mode of 
Writing ; and the language has been fo greatly refined and polifhed, 
that it will probably foon claim the attention of every man of 
learning. 

* The French, who, in general, are thought to be rather partial 
to their own produ&ions, have lately begun to ftudy the German 
language, and to think favourably of German literature ; again ft 
which they formerly entertained great prejudices. ✓ Among the Eng- 
lilh the German has been hitherto very little known ; but there is 
reafon to expe&, that within a few years, even in this country, fo 
famous for the improvement and patronage of the arts and fciences, 
the language and the literature of the Germans will no more be 
looked upon with indifference* Some tranflations made here lately, 
have already paved the way for this. But it were to be wifhed that 
they had done as much juftice to the originals, and had been exe- 
cuted with the fame degree of accuracy and elegance, as that of 
Agathon, lately publifhed. The ingenious tranflitor of this book 
is indeed intitled as much to the thanks of his readers in general, 
as to thofe of the Germans in particular, for the learned preface 
prefixed to it; in which the Englifh are made acquainted with 
the prefent date of German literature, and the feveral merits of their 
writers, which are pointed out with judgment and impartiality.’ 

The Author, in the preface, hath introduced his Grammar with 
thefe obfervations ; which (hew that the German tongue is now be- 
come more worthy of general attention than it was in former times. 
The language has its difficulties ; and voluminous grammars have 
alfo contributed to deter people from learning it. But Ml Winde- 
born flatters himfelf, that the iheets here offered, will convince an y 
one that it is not fo intricate and perplexed, as it appears to be, by 
the reprefentations of many grammarians. He has endeavoured to 
avoid the faults of the Engliih German grammars heretofore pub- 
lifhed, by abricjging the etymological part, and rendering the fyn- 
tax more perfect. lie has carefully perufhd the two principal Ger- 
man grammarians, Gottfched and Aichinger, and fele&ed from them 
whatever was Jit for his purpofe. 

With regard to the Grammar itfelf, we fhall only fay, that the 
known abilities of the Author leave no room to doubt of its having 
l?een executed in the beft manner* 

Art. 42. Walking Amuftments for chtarful Chrijlians. To which 
’ are added, various Pieces, in Profe and Verfe : ’With a Map of the 
Roads that lead to Happinefs and Mifery. By the Author of So - 
Htary Walki* % &c. imo. 2 s. fewed* Buck] and, Ac. 177c* 
Spiritualizes the tradesmen’s fhops, and occupations ; and out Fla- 
Vels Flavel himfelf : thus — ‘ when you pafs by a bookfeller’a (hop, 1 you 
are not to recollect whether you want to buy an Homer, a Milton, or \ 
Monthly Review : no — ‘ Let it teach you to look within yourftlf, and 
fee whether your mind, which is a book God has committed to your 
care, is clear and unfullied, the fubjeft it treats on fpiritual and di* 


# See Rev. July, 1774, p. 78. . 
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rifle, the impreffion legible and fair, and its contents worthy the pe- 
ru&l of its glorious Author/ and fo — of all the ocher trades.— This 
is a Ipecies of wk which ranks with anagrams, acro&ics, and 
srnigmas. 

Art. 42. Marmor Norfelcitnfe ; or, an Eflayon an ancient pro- 
phetical Infcripcion in Monkifh Rhyme lately difcovered near 
Lynn in Norfolk. By Probns Britannicus. Printed and puWiihed 
in the Year 1739. A new Edition, with Notes, and a Dedication 
to Samuel Johnfon, LL. D. By Tribuaus. 8vo. is. 6d. 
Williams. 1775. 

This is a bloody Jacobitical pamphlet, on the mofl avowed anti- 
revolutional principles, prophefying the evils impending on this na- 
tion in confequence of the acceffion of the prefent R. F. and faid 
(*tm. con,) to have been written by the nvw notorious Gentleman, to 
whom this new edition is addrefled. It is, indeed, a little unfortu- 
nate for him, if he is the Author, that it ihonld be dragged out of 
fts lurking-hole at the prefent time; that is, if he may be fnppofed 
to feel it; for, as bo would fay, the man *who has arrived to fucb a 
dtgru of moral turpitude, as to militate againfl the heft inter ejh of man- 
kind, tnuji be indurated to conviction, and obfunded to remorfe . The 
fubftancc of the pamphlet has been retailed in almoft every news- 
paper- 

Art. 43. A Voyage to the IJland of Mauritius , or JJle of France f 
the ljle of Bourbon, the Cape of Good Hope, &e. with Obfervations 
and Reflexions upon Nature and Mankind, By a French Officer. 
Tranflated from the French by John Parifh, 8vo. 5 s. bound. 
Griffin. 1775. 

We gave fb ample an account of the original in oar Appendix 
to vo). 49* that we need not dwell longer on the contents of this 
work, which, we find, the Tranflator has, in fomc places, abbre- 
viated; The conchiology he has wholly omitted, for want of know- 
ledge of the terms. He ought to have left the attempt to fomc abler 
hand. 

Art. 44. A Collection of Voyages , chiefly in the Southern Atlantic 
Ocean, Publifhed from original MSS. By Alexander Dalrymple. 
4to. t s. in Sheets. Nourfe, 177;. 

Mr. Dalrymple has not yet given up all thoughts of a Toutberu Con- 
tinent, urtkfs the return # of Capt. Cook, from his laft voyage, hatk 
completed that conviXion, which we imagine, muft have been be- 
eun by his perufal of the colleXion publifhed by the late Dr. Hawke- 
fwortti ; notwithtUnding his refentment of fome things which the 
J>odor (perhaps inconfiderately) let fall, againfl oar Author. 

The prefent eolleXion confifh of 

I. An extrsX from the geographical defcriptkra of Terra Magella- 
nic*, by Caps. Seixas y Lor era ; who gives an abftrad of the voy- 
age f ©if one La Roche, in 1673. and who declares that he diico rcr ed. 


• Since the preface to this coLic&ioa, dated, an April lai, mm 
written. 

f La Roche’s narrative is laid to have been eriginaly printed in 
London, in 16;$. 
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Sn 45 0 S. “ 4 very large plea/ant iflarid, with a good port toward the 
Eaftern part, in which they found wood, water, and fi(h ; but few 
no inhabitants, though they daid there fix days." 

II. Two voyages by Dr. Edmund Halley, performed anno 1698— 
I700, with a view to nautical improvements, but particularly to 
ascertain the variation of the needle : Mr. Dalrymple Was favoured 
with thefe MSS. by the board of Longitude. They are printed ver - 
batim , and contain nothing but winds, latitudes, variations, am- 
plitudes, &c. &c. 

Ill* Extrait du Voyage fait auxTerres Auftrales, les atone es 1738— 
1739, ftirM. Des Loziers Bouvet, commandant la frigate VA:gli f 
accompanist c de la frigate la Marie ; This was copied, and commu- 
nicated to Mr. D. by M . D'Apres , from the archives of the French 
Ball India Company. 

IV. The feme Gentleman obliged our Author with aMS. “ Jour- 
nal de Navigation pour un voyage de la Mtr du Sud 9 fait par le S. Du- 
cloz Guyot de St. Malo f dans le Vaijfeau Efpagnol le Leon 1753 — 
1756* 

V. The Lords of the Admiralty alfo favoured Mr. D. with a Jour- 
nal of the winds and weather, and the degree! of heat and cold by 
the thermometer, kept at Falkland’s Ifland from Feb. 1, 1766 to Jan. 
19, 1767, by Capt. Macbride. This article finilbes the volume. 

Mr. D. has likewife inferred his propofel for a voyage on difco- 
*vety 9 at his own expencc, in the South Seas ; together with his plan 
for eftablilhing and governing a fettlement in the country which 
fhonld be difcovered, and which a friend of his flyled “ a very good 
totodel for the voorft of edl governments — a pure Republican." But 
as no part of this fcheme could be carried into execution without 
the concurrence of adminidration, which he was unable to obtain, 
the defign dropped in courfe. Mr. D. however, deferves praife for 
the regard which he has (hewn to Liberty, civil and religious, in 
his plan of government abovementioned. 

Art. 45 • A brief Account of a new Invention , for which has been 
obtained his Majefty’s Royal Letters Patent. It confids of a pecu- 
liar Method of conftru&ing and fetting Boilers of any Dimenfions, 
In Fire-Engines,. Salt-Works, Brewhoufes, Didilleries* Sugar- 
houfes, and Sugar-Works ; and alfo in Allum, Copperas, Roman 
Vitriol, and Saltpetre Works, in fuch a well contrived Method, 
that more than the half part of Coals and Fuel is feved, and yet 
obtained a quicker and larger Difpatch of Budnefs in every re- 
fpe&. Publithed by the Patentee Chriftopher Chryfel. 8vo. 3 d. 
Briftol printed ; and fold by Evans in Patemoder-Row. 1774. 

On the principles, that the quantity of deam arifing from boiling 
water, is in proportion to the lurface and not to the depth ; that the 
flrength of this deam depends on the limits of its confinement; 
and that a (hallow copper is made to boil much more eafily and 
fpeedily than a deep one; the Patentee makes, or rather furveys the 
tnaking of wide (hallow coppers fet in a peculiar manner to gain the 
greateit poffible quantity of heat from any quantity of fuel. The 
terms he propofes for his indru&ions are, his travelling ex pence*, 
with the extra profits accruing from his inventions* for the firlt year, 
or a moiety of them for the two fird years : and no one who gives 
Rev. Ott, 1773% B b full 
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full credit to what Mr. Chyyfcl affirms in his own favour, can res- 
fonably objeCl to bis own meafure of gratification. " Moreover I fay, 
without any arrogancy, that I am the firft in qooo years, or in aU 
the world, who hath found oat and di (covered a geometrical pro- 
portion between a furnace and the body of fire, and the fiae and 
chimney, thnt a fr.ali quantity of fuel gives a great fire and flame, 
which goes in a body a way of above one hundred feet, and produces 
the dciired effeft, though it will be incredible.’ 

Whether all this be incredible or not, it may be pronounced' 
Scarcely intelligible ; ard our Patentee will probably fay, he in- 
tended to be cbfcure. 4 1 am, fays he, a ftrangcr, and like a (beep 
among wolves, if the hand of God had not protected me, I (hould 
have been devoured a long time ago. Therefore I mull proceed, 
wife as the ferpent, and without all falfehood like the dove. 9 It 
may in charity be ho. ed thefe boilers will plead better in favour of 
their con druClion, than their contriver does in recommending them- 
Art. 46. Nau Geographical Tab es. Exhibiting at one View all 
the Empires, Kingdoms, States, Republics, Provinces, Citie#, 
chief Towns, iflands, Oceans, Gulphs, Bays, Rivers, Lakes, 
Curiolitics, &c. See. in Europe, A fia, Africa, and America, &c. 
To which are prefixed. 1 Directions for theUfe of the Globes, 
Sec. on a new Plan. II. Chronological Tables of Sovereigns, Ste. 
With a Lilt of uninhabited lfiands, Ruins, St c. By John Povo- 
leri. Small hvo. 6 s. bound. Cadcll, &c. 1775. 

Though an author or bookfeller has an undoubted right to tell 
what his book contains, in his own manner, yet when from want 
of proper (kill, or from bad policy, they give fuch tedious empiri- 
cal title* pages as are never read ; we mull aflurae the liberty of con- 
tracting them for our own fakes, as we were obliged to do in this 
inltancc. 

This new plan is that of exhibiting the mecr fkeleton of a Gazet- 
teer, in a tabular form. This form is often of advantage to analyfe 
a complex fubjeft ; but a common Gazetteer is as eaiy to confult, 
and more fctisiaCtory and familiar in its mode of information, than 
thefe geographical tables. The chronological table of the fovereigns 
of Europe appears to be the bed digeded article in the volume, if 
correCl ; which we have not ltifure to afeertain. 

Novel. 

Art. 47. The Pilgrim , or a Pifture of Life: in a feriea of 
Letters modly from London, by a Chinese Philofopher to his 
Friend at Quan Tong : containing Remarks ypon the Laws, Cuf- 
toms, and Manners of the Englilh and other Nations; i Hull rated 
by a variety of curious and intereding Anecdotes and Characters, 
drawn from real Life. By the Editor of Chryfal. i2mo. 2 Vok. 
5 s. fewed. Cadell, See . 

The Author of Chryfal, Mr. Charles Johnfion, is already well known 
to the public as a writer of no mean abilities. His former works, at 
« tie fame time that they have exhibited their Author in the charac- 
ter of a fevere and angry fatirid, have afforded many proofs of in- 
ventive genius, and a cultivated underdanding. In the prefent pub- 
lication he fo nearly purfuc* the fame line of writing, and fo ex- 
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aftly preferves his former rough manner, and peculiar tarn for ex* 
^ggeration and caricature, that it is unneccfTary to enter into a par- 
ticular critique on the work. 

Religious and Controversial. 

Art. 48. The Satisfaction of Cbriji dcmnftrated in a Series of' 
Dialogues. By John Beatfon. umo. as. Leeds printed ; fold 
in London by Rivington, Sec . 

This Writer piiblilhed foroetime ago a treatise on the Div'ne Cha- 
racter of Chrift, an account of which has been given in our Review 
A great part of what is there faid is, we think, applicable to the 
prefent performance. The term J'atiif action is, in the opinion of 
numbers, unicriptural, uncertain, unneceflary, and likely to involve 
a perfon in difficulties, which, by the ufe of lome other phral'e, 
might be avoided. Might it not be fufficient to all the ends of gra- 
mode, piety, and virtue, to learn from exprefs revelation that the 
Creator has appointed a method in which he will pardon and accept 
offenders, without inquiring whether an exa£l equivalent, o r adequate 
computation has been made for the offence t Docs the feripture lead 
us to make fuch inquiries ? Or how will the Divine Goodncft and 
Mercy be manifelled in fuch a ftrain of reafoniug ? 

Mr. Beatfon has, we doubt not, a great regard for what he deems 
to be feripturt trutb % and a fincere good-will to the imerelh of his 
fellow-creatures, though he may extend his notions of fatisf action 
beyond what the feriptures either require or warrant. He profeffes, 
however, to be wholly guided by them in his inquiries. * He does 
not,* we are told in the preface, 4 intrench himfeif behind the au- 
thority of great names or great numbers , as the abettors of fatisfac- 
tion are faid to do. He knows very well, that it is no matter how 
many churches, or how many men may concur in the fupport of a 
do&rine, if it be not at the fame time agreeable to the religion of 
Jefus : and tbtit authority, he is free to acknowledge, is no authority 
su matters of this nature ; elfe we call oarfclves Procedants with very 
little propriety.’ Such fentiments well become every Chriitian and 
Protedanx, whether he publilhcs his thoughts ;o the world, or keeps 
them to himfeif. 

Art. 49. A Letter to a Frien.L on the Subjefl of Methodifm. 
8vo. 6d. No Bookfeller's Name. Sold by v-avel. 177;. 

Very fevere upon the Methodiils, whom the Author confiders as 
no better than cunning, canting hypocijte*. He tells many ilories 
of the tricks and knavery of fome of their leaders ; and concludes 
with a droll ballad written upon them, which he aferibes to the late 
Dr. Bowden. 

Art. 50 The Doftrine of Life for the New JeruGdem. From 
the Commandments of the Decalogue. By the honourable and 
learned Emanuel Swedenborg. Now firft tranllated from the ori- 
ginal Latin. 4to. is. Plymouth printed, , and fold by Lewis, 
&c. in London. 

Onr Readers have been already brought acquainted with this honed 
Vifionarj: fee Review, vol. xlii. p. 44;. 


• Vid. April, 17:4* p. 328. 
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Art. 5T. A Speech in the lower Houfe of Convocation 9 on Mon* 
day 23d January , 177s. By the Rev. James Ibbetfop, D. D, 
Archdeacon of Sc. Alban’s. Publifhed by Requeft* 4to. 6d. 
White. 1775. 

The fpcech before ns relates to the King’s fupremacy. From the 
period of Henry the VIII th, Dr. Jbbetfon confiders the ftyle and title 
of the fapretpe Head of the Church, as fo effentially united to the 
imperial crown of this realm, that it is not in the power of parliament 
to feparate and disjoin them 5 fo long, at leaft, as we continue a 
Proteftant church and nation. * The oath of fupremacy, fays the 
Doctor, which came in upon aboliftiing the Papal authority, is a 
powerful protection again ft the return of it. It was originally the 
bleffed means of preferving us from Popifh tyranny ; ana it is ftill 
thp beft fecurity of that mighty deliverance, which was wrought for 
qs at the Revolution.’ — Hence our Author regards it as a matter of 
real and great difquietude to inconfiderate men, who diftingaifh be* 
tween toleration and eftablifhmenr, that the royal fupremacy is very 
much abridged and diminifhed, and in cffeft entirely taken away, in 
a very great part of his Majpfty’s American dominions, by the abolifh- 
ing of the oaths relative to the King’s fupremacy. Accordingly, 
Dr. Ibbetfon moved, that the following claufe fhould be introduced 
into the Addrefs of the Convocation. 

It is with the moft zealous afFe&ion of duty and loyaly to your 
Majefty’s royal perfon and government, that your faithful clergy dq 
on every occafion exprefs their gratitude for the repeated "declarations 
which your Majefty has been pleafed to make of your firm refolution 
to maintain them in the full enjoyment of their civil and religious 
rights 5 of which, under God, the royal Supremacy, indiffolubly 
united to the imperial crown of this realm, is a powerful fecurity, as 
well as an effential part of the conftitution itlelf, and an eminent 
branch of your Majefty’s royal prerogative.’* 

The motion was' rejefted, as conveying a cenfure of the Quebec 
bill. Indeed, our Author thinks, that the clergy, who are under 
the moft folemn engagements to maintain and defend the royal fu- 
premacy, cannot embrace a fyftem which ejiablijhes Popery in any 
part of his Majefty’s dominions. But, at the fame time, he is of 
opinion, that the toleration of Popery , in the extenfive province of 
Quebec, is moft confident with the King’s juftice and clemency, and 
with the true fpirit of the Proteftant religion. 

Art. 52. The Chrijlian Expojitor : being a brief Explanation of 
the NewTeftament, whereby the holy Scriptures are rendered eafy 
to be underftood by the roeaneft Capacities. Defigned for the Ufe 
of Families. By the Rev. Mr. James Afhton, 8vo. 5 s. Boards. 
Wilkie. 1774. 

Compendiums of the feriptures, with (hort explanatory notes on 
different paffages, are the more ufeful, as they may *be more cafily 
purchafed than larger volumes ; but fuch a work requires great atten- 
tion and judgment, in order to render it at once concifo, clear, and 
beneficial : it fometimes happens, however, that the Expofitor will 
negleft paffages which require illuftration, and beftow his labour oq 
others which need it but little. In' regard to the prefent publication, 
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we think Mr. Aihton feems tojhave a flumed rather too much in his 
title-page. We have looked over the volume, and find feveral per- 
tinent iliuftrations ; but we apprehend that this yvell intended work 
will admit of a great deal of improvement. 

Art. 53. DiJjertfltiofls moral and philofophical, on natural and 
revealed Religion. To which are added. Expo fir ions on feieft 
Paflages of Scripture, and other Difcourfes. By the Rev, Daniel 
Turner, A. M. Woolwich, Kent. iamo. 4 s. Hay, &c. 
I7 75* 

The Reader will here find a collection of juft and ufeful observations 
on the fubjeft of natural and revealed religion ; the more ufeful, be-* 
caufe they are here brought into a fipaller compafs than works of thi$ 
kind frequently aftiime. Four expofitions 5 three on the account 
given in the book of Genefis, of the fall of our firft Parents ; one on 
the 23d pfalm ; together with two fermons on Revel, iii. 2 « , form th$ 
reft of the book, and indeed nearly one half of it. The Author em* 
ploys iome time in defcanting on ferpents, and enquiring of what 
kind that was which tempted Eve ; after all, we know as much of 
the matter as when he began his difquifition ; but the difquifition, 
he fays, is far from being impertinent, nay is profitable, as tending 
to make us underftand anght the nature and way of our apoftacy from 
God : we acknowledge, we do not enter fully into the propriety of 
his remark. In one part of his work, we think we mail pronounce 
him defective iq candour and charity. When he mentions Dr. Tay- 
lor’s explication of the fentence, Thou Jbalt furelj die, as meaning a 
fobje&ion to temporal death : after other observations, Mr. Turner 
adds, * In fine, we will venture to declare him not a true Chriftian, 
who underftands it not as alio implying death fpiritual and eternal.’ 
Such a dogmatical decifion difgraces a work, which otherwife is 
pot without i(s value. 

School Book. 

Art. 54. An eafy qnd complete Introduction to Reading ; contain- 
ing a copious Alphabet, Tables of Words from one to iix and feven 
Syllables, Collections of Verfes from Scripture, Seled Fables, Sto- 
ries, Moral Sentences, and Pieces of Poetry, with Tables of Scrip* 
tore proper Names, and others, properly and methodically digest- 
ed: wherein the Words of more than one S) liable, both in the 
Tables and Exercifes, (the laft Exercife excepted) are divided, and 
in fuch a Manner as the Pronoonciation requires, without regard 
to the common and mechanical Rules, which very often lead to a 
vicious Pronunciation ; the gradual Progrefs from eafy to more 
hard Leftons, throughout the whole, carefully attended to; and 
the Monofyllables, Diflyllables, and fuch of the Triftyllables as 
have any Difficulty or Peculiarity in their Pronunciation, arranged 
according to the feveral Claftes in the moft accurate and advanta- 

r us Manner, (in fuch a one as hath never before been attempted) ; 

that Children, with the utmoft Facility, aod (he greateft pof- 
j&ble Eafe to the Teacher, may thereby gain a fufiicient pra&ical 
Acquaintance with the Principles of Engliih Pronunciation, 
jyhiie they are yet incapable of attaining a theoretic Knowledge 

thereof. 
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thereof. By Peter Maclanrin. Newcaftle, printed by Saint, 
izmo. 1775* 

This Author has adopted a new method of dividing fyllables which, 
in fome inftances, appears more eligible than that in common ufe ; 
were children to learn the true pronunciation of the hngli/h lan- 
guage by themfelves without the help of a teacher, they might more 
readily acquire it by our Author’s divifion than by any other : but he 
fccms to us to diverge too far from the common fyftera, and to efta- 
blifha rule, as univerfal, which might be afefully applied to particular 
cafes. There are many words, in which the diVifion here fuggefted 
and pradifcd would be extremely proper; there is a great variety of 
others, in which feparating the confonants from the fucceedtng 
vowels is needlefs, and tends rather to obftru& than to promote a juft 
pronunciation : a number of thefe occurred to us in peruling feveral 
of his tables : our Author’s JelTons are feledted with judgment; and 
(he continued divifion of the words, with or without a hyphen, may 
facilitate the reading of them : his notes are, for the moft part, juft 
and pertinent ; they difeover a confidcrablc acquaintance with the 
laws of orthography ; and his future labours in this field of enquiry 
will not, we apprehend, be unacceptable. We could wi(h him not to 
be led away by too great an affe&ation of peculiarity and novelty, and 
to expunge from his tables, fhould he have an opportunity of reviling 
them, words, which are not to be found in any modern di&ionary. 


SERMONS. 

I. The Fourth PantgyrU 5 or. Sermon in honour of Afcenfion-day, 
of that moft famous Father of the church, St. ' Chryfoftom ; 
tranflated from the Greek, and never before publiflied in our 
Language. By William Scott, M. A. Late Scholar of Eton, and 
Trinity College, Cambridge. 8vo. 6d. Crowder. 1775. 

II. Tbt Fifib Fatugjric ; or. Sermon in honour of Whitfunday. By 
St. Chryfoftom ? tranflated from the Greek, '&c. By William 
Scott, A. M. 3 vo. 6 d. Crowder. 

III. The Sixth (and iaft) Panepric ; or, Sermon in honour of Tri- 
nity-Sunday. By St. Chryioftom ; tranflated. By the Rev. Wil- 
liam Scott, A. M. 8vo. 6d. Crowder. 

As thefe Sermons are all in the fame ftrain and publilhed by the 
fame Author we have brought them into one account. What has 
been faid of the • Sermon on Chriftmas-Day in a former Review 
is fully fofficient for all thofe which have followed it. They are 
principally curious or valuable for their antiquity ; in any other view 
the Reader may meet with much better £nglilh difeourfes on the 
fame fubje&s. We think it not unneceflary to repeat what we 
have hinted at before, that the obfervation of thefe particular days 
fourteen hundred years ago is no proof of an obligation on Chri- 
ftians in any age to regard fuch feafons wuh peculiar care, 
which it is well known rather tends to formality and fuperfti- 
tion. We cannot alfo avoid juft taking notice of the pains Mr. 


• Vid. Review for March, 1775, p. 285. 
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Scott ofet to recommend his pamphlets when we read in the title 
page, price only fixpence* and again are told how large a num- 
ber of the fird panegyric, &c. have been fold. Has not this 
(omething too much of a mercenary air l and will it not, in the 
e Rim at ion of difcerning readers, tend rather to the diicredit than 
the advantage of Mr. Scott’s performances \ 

IV. On the Vanity of Man , at mortal — Preached as a farewell Sermon, 
on the 2d of April lad, at the Chapel in Little AyliRe Street, 
Goodman’s Fields, by the Rev. Lewis Lewis, deceafed. 8vo. 
9 d Luffman, at No. 8, in Newgate- Street. 

V. The Want of Labourers in the Gofpel Harvef y ronfidered and im- 
proved—] aly 30, 1775, on occafion of the Death of the reverend 
and learned Dr. Caleb Alhworth, Tutor of the DiRenting Aca- 
demy atDaventry, in Northamptonfhire ; to which is added, a 
Podfcript, containing forae Hints, with a View to the Intered of 
Religion among the DiRenters. By Samuel Palmer. 8vo. 6 d. 
Buckland. 

VI. The Precepts of the Levi tic ml Lava fill in force— Aug. 6, 1775, 
in Henry the Seventh's Chapel, Wedminder. By the Rev. Her- 
bert Jones, Joint Le&urer of St. James’s, Duke’s Place. 6d. 
Mathews. 


Foreign Literary Intelligence. 

I. npHE Literary Society of Harlem, at its meeting in May lad, 
1 diftributed the prizes of 1775 to the authors of the bed dif- 
courfes on the fubjefts propofed, one of which was, To what difor- 
ders are the Inhabitants of Holland moft exfoftd in confequence of the na- 
tural confutation of their country , and what are the methods of prevent- 
ing or healing tbefe iijorders ? And the other related to the befl method 
of inf ruling, in the dodrine of Chr ijli unity t the inhabitants of the colo- 
nies that belong to the republic , and of propagating the Gofpel in tbefe 
parts of the world. — At the fame meeting the Society propofed two 
new queftions with prizes annexed to the bed anfvvers (each prize is 
a gold medal of the value of 25 1 . derling). The fird is, What is 
the real utility of the Psychological Science (or the Science of 
Mind) in education , in the direction of human condnd , and as it re- 
lates to the happinqfs of public focieties ? and what is the befl manner 
of improving and perfeding this excellent fcience? — The fecond is cx- 
preRed in the following terms : From what caufe does the diminution of 
the fta fijbery on the coafls of Holland proceed ? and what reafon can be 
ajfignedy why the fife remove , more and more , to a greater difance from 
the coafls ! — The anfwers to the fird of thefe cjueltions, compofed in 
Dutch, or French, or Latin, mud be tranfmttted to Mr. C. C. H. 
Van der Aa, Secretary to the Society, before the id of January, 
1778, and the anfwers to the fecond before the id of the fame 
month, 1777. All, but the Members of the Society, may contend 
for the prize. The writers, who enter the lifts, are advertifed to 
fend their pieces with a motto fubjoined, and their names and direc- 
tion in a billet fealed with the motto at the head No billet will be 
opened, but that of the piece that fhall be judged worthy of the 
prize, that the vi&orious candidate may be known. 
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368 Cok’istfoHbiiici. 

Two qneftioil s were propofed in the year 1773 by the Society $ thl 
fird refpe&ing the Jhrubs , r#c/i, legumes, pleats , £rr£/, which 

are jet unknown in Holland , but might be introduced there with face eft ; 
as alfo relative to the Method of bringing to greater perfeSion the vege± 
tables that oQually grow there ; the fecond concerning the (hrubs, 
trees, or plants (the arundo arenaria and the rnnus filvedris excepted} 
that would be the propereft to plant in the /and biUs along the fea com fa 
to prevent the /and from being carried away by the violence of the Wind* 

The anfwers to theie two quedions not proving fatisfadory, they 
have been propofed anew for the prizes of the year 1777. 

1 L The Low Dutch Literary Society eftablifhed at Leyden having 
again addrefied 01, on the fnbjeft of their annual prize of 150 Guil- 
ders, we infert the fubdance of their Programma, in which they an- 
nounce the fnbjed of the prize to be given next year by the Society, 
for the bed didertation, written either in Low Dutch, or Latin, on 
(he following quedions.— That of the preceding year may be feen in 
our 51ft volume, September 1774, p. 247. 

44 What are the general ends that a poet ought to propofc to him- 
felf?— Which are therefore the mod fit fubjeds for poetry l and what 
are its tmiverfal rales i ” . 

The defign of tljefe quedions, we are told, is to fearch for an trai- 
verial foundation, on which to fix the efifential properties of a good 
poem ; as well with refpedl to the choice of the lubjed, as to the * 
manner of treating it. It is foppofed, by the ouellion, that this 
foundation mud be fought for in certain general ends* which the 
poet mud, in all his pieces, propofe to obtain. Accordingly, it is 
expelled that thofe ends flioula be fpecified, and that it (hould be 
from thence determined, to what kind of fubjeds poetry is mod na* 
turally adapted ; and what are thofe univerfal requifites that mud 
betiound in every good poem. It is further to be obferved that the 
purport of the quedion relates to poetry in general; but does not ex* 
tend to the giving particular rules in the di&rent dafiTes of poetry. 

N. B. The monthly account •/'Foreign Books , intended for O&ober, 
is deferred to our next, in order to pay off fame part of our large arrear 
of Britifh publications . 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

A S we did not think it proper to publifh Dr. Gibbons’s letter to 
the Reviewers at bis own requeft, we are furprifed that any 
perfon ihould prefume to 44 call upon ns to publifn it verbatim .” 
This has been done in a letter figned 44 A great Friend to Impartial 
and Candid Reviewers.” If the Gentleman means that he is a great 
friend to the Monthly Reviewers, we are duly fenfible of the honour 
of his anonymous friendfhip ; but he mud excufe our not anfwering 
to his call, till we are better fatisfied of his right to pry into our 
Correfpondence, farther than we may deem it expedient to permit. 

f+f We cannot infert S.T.’s letter concerning fome improvements 
of Dr. Harwood’s 44 View of the various Editions of the Greek and 
Roman Cladics but we will forward it to the Dodor, if it be agree* 
able to our Correfpondent. 

* # * Erratum in the account of Mr. Sheridan’s book, in our lad, 
viz. p. 204, L 8, for 4 exceptions of vanity,’ read expreffons, &c. 
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MONTHLY REVIEW, 

/For NOVEMBER, 1 775. 



Art. I. An Ejfay tn the original Genius and Writings of Homer ; with 
a comparative View of the ancient and prefent State of the Troade . 
lllufrated with Engravings. By the late Robert Wood, Efq; Au- 
thor of the Defcriptions of Palmyra and Balhec. 4 to. 16 s. Payne. 

■77 J- 

T T is well known, and Fontaine has made a pleafant ufe of 
the ftory, that AEfchines took a journey to Troy, to read 
Homer, on the feene of his immortal Iliad. The fame enthu- 
fiafm led Mr. Wood and his companions, Meffrs. Dawkins and 
Bouverie, to the banks Of the Scamander ; a purfuit which may 
poflibly appear fantaftic to thofe who never felt the powerful 
influences which the veneration of ancient genius leaves uponL 
felc& minds. That veneration is always refpeflable, becaufe 
almoft always favourable to the interdl of letters. Every netf 
votary may produce fome illuftration or difeovery, which acci- 
dental advantages, or the ardour of invefligation, or, poflibly* 
a congeniality of foul, may flrike out. 

Mr. Wood had many acquired advantages; he had, more- 
over, tafte, fenfibility, and enthufiafm. His reputation, with 
refpeft to thofe kinds of erudition, fo amply difpJayed in the 
Ruins of Palmyra and of Balbec, as well as in the prefent eff 
fay, will invite the attention of perfons of that turn. His finer 
fentiments will render his memory dear to thofe whom Nature 
has favoured with the bappinefs of loving and enjoying the 
Mufes. 

In his prefatory addrefs, he thus modeftly apologizes for th# 

work : 

* Should the fate of the experiment, I am now making, convince 
me of a common error, of which I have too much reafon to be ap- 
prehenfive, viz. that of tniflaking a fondnefs of my fubjett for a 
knowledge of it, I again promife to (land corrected, and ;o fpare at 

Vql. LIJI. , €c 
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370 Wood on the Genius arid Writings of Homer . 

trail the Public, if xrot myfclf, any fen her trouble on this bead ; 
hoping that my partiality to thofe romantic feenes of heroic a&ion 
will meet with fome indulgence, especially from thofe who can 
imagine, and therefore, I hope, cxcufe, that fpecies of enthufiafm, 
which belongs to fuch a journey, performed in fuch Society, where 
Homer being my guide, and Bouverie and Dawkins my fellow-tra- 
vellers, the beauties of the firft of poets were enjoyed in the com- 
pany of the bed of friends. However wild and unreasonable tbefc 
feelings may appear to judgments of a more Sober call, I mud dill 
confefs a return of their influence, whenever I indulge in a grateful 
review of thofe happy days, which we pafled together, examining 
the Iliad on the Scamandiian plain, and tracing Ulyfles, Menelaus, 
and Telemachus, through the various feenes of their adventures, 
with the Odyffey in our hands.’ 

The Author, in the diftribution of bis fubjed, firft offer* 
fome conjc&ures with regard to Homer’s country, and after- 
wards takes into consideration his travels, which he deduces 
chiefly from his navigation and geography ; the former of thefe 
leads him to fome oVervations on his winds, and the latter in- 
troduces a review of that part of Mr. Pope’s tranflation which 
relates to the matter. He alfo enters into an examination of 
Homer’s religion, mythology, manners, and cuftoms; and, 
having conGdered him as an hiftorian and chronologer, takes a 
view of his language and learning, and concludes with his pre- 
tenfions as a philofopher. 

Mr. Wood, in his inquiries concerning Homer’s country, 
has colle&ed a new kind of evidence from the poet’s peculiar 
images and local descriptions. Such ideas, he obferves, could have 
arifen only from fuch particular fituations j and he conclude* 
Homer to have been either of Chios, or of Smyrna, but he rather 
inclines to the former. As to the part we take in this debate 
of two thoufand years, we mull own that we have always con- 
fidered the great Father of Verfe as a native of Smyrna; and 
bur authority is that of Mofchus, who, in his elegy on the 
death of his matter Bion, addrefling bimfelf to the river Meles, 
fays, 

— vuv irat.iv oXAcv 

"T act, Jaxpviif — 

€ Thou now lamented for another fon :’ he had, immediately 
before, mentioned that river's mourning for the death of Ho- 
mer. We never could think this evidence indecifive. 

In what the Author calls Homer’s travels we meet with the 
following ingenious conjectures and obfervations : 

4 To what extent navigation was known to him, either from hi* 
own experience or the information of others, is rendered difficult to 
afeertain, by the con flan t method he follows of preferving fome 
reality in his wildefl fi&ions. The hiflory of the Cimmerians feems 
to have furniihed fome of his ideas with regard tQ the gloomy infer- 
nal 
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aft! /hades, and the diftinguiftiing; features in the Phaeacian chara&er 
are Phoenician. Even where he is moil fabulous, he takes the hint 
from tales propagated before his time, and embroiders his own va- 
riations on that extravagance, whicji had already the fan&ion of 
popular credulity. Thus the Poet's genius, though impatient of the 
limited knowledge of his age, is unwilling to abandon Nature ; and 
when he Teems to defert her, it is in favour of Tome pleafing irregu- 
larity, which vulgar opinion had fubftituted in her place. This 
mixture of fometning, that was either true, or commonly believed 
to be To, with regard to the fcene of his fabalous narration, is ob- 
fervable in his defcription of the iilands of Circe, Aeolus, and, 
above all, in that of Calypfo. 

4 His knowledge of the Tun Tetting in the ocean might fall within 
the obfervation even of that confined (late of navigation, which we 
may reafonably allow to his age ; for it is probable, that not only 
the Phoenicians, but the Poet's countrymen, had paiTed the Pillars 
of Hercules, and of courfe could, as eye witnefles, report fuch an 
appearance. But how he could learn that the fun riles out of the 
ocean, or that the globe is entirely furrounded by water, was fo 
much beyond my idea of his experience, that 1 continued to attri- 
bute this knowledge to guefs and conjecture ; till upon further con* 
fide rat ion I was induced to think, that this account of the ocean, 
upon which fo much of his geographical fciencd is founded, will, if 
rightly underftood, rather convince Us of his ignorance upon that 
head ; and that the ocean in his time had a very different meaning 
from that which it now conveys. Nor am I furprifed that, fo much 
later, Herodotus ihould treat this idea of an ocean, where the Tun 
rifcs, as a poetical fi&ion. 

4 The country and manners of Phoenicia and Egypt were fo well 
known to Homer, and To frequently alluded to in his works, that it 
is needleTs to point out the particular paHages. He alTo mentions 
Arabia and Libya, but probably did not know the extenfive fouthem 
limits : neither were they deferibed particularly by the bed of the 
Grecian geographers. I (hould imagine that he was not a fl ranger 
to Judea and its inhabitants : but as the authorities Tor fuch an opi- 
nion may not interefi every reader, 1 (hall refer them, who have any 
curiofity, to the annexed note *. 

4 He 


* * There it nothing in^Greek or Roman fable more kriown than the llory of 
Typhott, who was vanquished by Jove's thunder, and buri'd in fire and fulphur. The 
poets differ about the place, where this giant was defeated. I am of opinion that 
the plain of Sodom and Gomorrah was the original fcene of this fable. My no- 
tions art not merely drawn from the ftriking fimilitude between the Gieek and 
Jewifh accounts of the impiety which drew down the divine vengeance, but I lound 
tny opinion on the teftinaony of Homer and Kefi d, who place the fccne of this fa- 
ble «*» Apucoif. Now, the Apt*4i are conleiTvidly the fame as the Syrians, 'as wc learn 
from the Septuagint, Strabo, jofephus, Euflatfcius, Bochart, and ethers. There is 
moreover a line belonging to the paflage, 1 have qu;teJ, w hich, 1 believe, is not 
to be found in any MSS. of Homer. Wc meet with it iropcrfe&ly prefaced by 
ffcrabo $ but it hat been happily corre&ed by Dr. Taylor : 

X«f» 2f***rrt «> Styua* 

Which he renders, 

«v* tyosivr* l»ubic *» »»•>* Strabo, L. 13, p. 929. 

See Taylor's Civil Law, p. 554. 

C c a 4 The 
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* He has left us traces of his knowledge of particular places be- 
yond Thebes to the South, as far as Ethiopia. Beyond this was 
./Ethiopia, the country of the Blacks, divided into two parts, con- 
taining mod probably, as Strabo thinks, the S. E.' and S. W. part of 
the fouthem globe, as divided by the Red Sea. But the extremities 
of the earth here, as clfewhere, are terminated by the river ocean. 

* That the Euxine or Black Sea was known to Homer, I have not 
the lead doubt ; of this his description of the Hippomolgians, and 
other nations in its neighbourhood, affords fufficient proofs ; nor can 
we draw any conclufions to the contrary, from his neither mention- 
ing this fea, nor Sinope and other cities on its coaft. It is ftrange 

' how far the argument of the Poet’s ignorance of places, becaufe he 
does not exprelsly mention them, has been carried ; but never more 
unreasonably than in the prefent cafe. Is it a fair way ofjudging to 
fuppofc, that Homer did not know Sinope, a colony founded by his 
own countrymen, the Ionians, rather than conclude, either that he 
did not think proper to take notice of this, more than of feveral 
other places not lels confiderable : or that it wa? founded after his 
time, or that he could not, without grofs anachronifm, introduce, 
in the times of the Trojan war, the name of a city built fo long 
after ?* 

We pafs by Homer’s Winds, though that article is not un- 
attended with claBical illuftrations, and proceed to Homer’s 
Geography, and Pope’s Translation. 

Mr. Wood allows all the merit that is due to that very ele- 
gant and poetical, but (we mud be allowed to fay, upon our 
own knowledge and obfervation) very inaccurate tranflation. 
We are to obferve, neverthelefs, that the idea of a fuperior 
tranflation in blank verfe is by no means aufpicious. 

Some of this Author’s ftriftures on the catalogue, and other 
eflential matters, mud be admitted : 

* Now, though it muft be acknowledged, that Mr. Pope is the 
only tranflator, who has, in a certain degree, kept alive that divine 
fpirit of the Poet, which has almoft expired in other hands ; yet I can- 
not help thinking, that thofe, who wifh to be thoroughly acquainted, 
either with the manners and characters of Homer’s age, or the 
landfcape and geography of his country, will be difappointed, if 
they expe& to find them in this tranflation. Had Mr. Pope pre- 


* The paiTage thus reibred fixes the bed of Typhon to the fpot in the world moft 
adapted to fuch a fable, and adds fuch propriety to the Emile, that I think it is 
impoftible for any man who has read Homer with pleafure, to vifit the Dead Sea and 
’plains of Sodom and Gomorrah, without feeling a lively reflection of this pxflage. 
When Virgil carries the feene of this fable to the neighbourhood of Naples, it is 
evident that he had this paffage of Homer in view, and that out of the two 
words nr ic of the Greek Poet he forms Inarime, a name which was afterwards 
affixed to the little ifland before called Pithenfa Pitheenfa, and Anoria. It is at this 
day called Ifchia. Whether this was by miftake or defign, is doubtful. However, 
I think it probable, that Virgil introduced this novelty into the Roman mythologH 
and eotailed it upon his poetical fucceflors, Ovid, Lucan, Ciaudian, Statius, Sec. 
In this they feem to have acquiefeed implicitly without examination , for Pliny 
roundly a Herts (1. 3 , c. 6 .) the Inarime of Naples to have been fo called by tho 
Greek Poet.* 
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fared the firft; viz. the manners and charadlers, Homer would 
have continued to fpeak Greek to moll of his Englilh readers. For, 
though the difguife of feveral paffages in a modern drefs may fome-* 
times proceed from his not being very converfant with ancient life 
smd manners ; yet he often purpofely accommodates his author to 
the ideas of thofe, for whom he tranflates ; fubttituting beauties of 
his own (as fimilar as he can bring them to the original) in the 
room of thofe which he defpaired of making intelligible. 

4 But as a truly poetical trandation could not be effefted, even 
by Mr. Pope, without his 44 venturing to open the profpedl a little, 
by the addition of a few epithets, or lhort hints of defeription ;*' 
fo 4 4 the mod valuable piece of geography left us, concerning the 
Bate of Greece in that early period,” has of courfe fufFcred by fuch 
liberties ; and, when every deferiptive epithet in Homer lhould have 
been religioufly preferved, Mr. Pope’s alterations have produced a 
new map of his own, and deprived us of that merit of the origi- 
nal which he called upon us to admire. Thus the Grata and fpa- 
cious Mycaleffus of Homer become by trandation, 

44 Grata near the main, 

44 And Mycaledia’s ample piny plain. 

‘ Had it been proper to deferibethe narrow dreight of theEuripus, 
by the name^f the main, yet it is sot at all d i (ling ui died, by fuch 
a dtuatioo, from feveral other places mentioned on this fhore ; and 
as to the ample piny plain, we fearched'for it to no purpofe. It is, 
therefore, matter of doubt, whether it exitled in the time of Homer, 
though mentioned by Statius about a thoufand years after. Indeed 
it would be didicult to adign any reafon for the addition in the Eog- 
lifii, except that the rhyme requires that Grca lhould be near the 
main in the firft line, and that Mycaleftia (for fo the trandator was 
obliged to write it in order to make out the line) owes both to rhyme 
and meafure her piny plain in the fecond. 

4 When the additional epithets of the Trandator are deferiptive 
of fome permanent circumftances, as in thofe lines ; 

44 From highTroezene and Mafeta's plain, 

44 And fair ALgina, circled by the main 
the defeription (though not Homer’s, and merely introduced to help 
out the rhyme and meafure) has probably been always true ; but 
when unauthorifed, and without confulting his author, he enriches 
the picture with the du&uating and tranfitory circumftances of huf- 
bandry, it is lefs excufable. Thus when he informs us, that the 
following two places were famous 

44 For docks Erythrae, Gliffa for the vine 
and mentions thofe 

44 Who plow thafpacious Orchomenian plain 
be fubftitotes the llate of thofe countries in the time of Plutarch and 
Statius, from whom he takes his account of them, for what it might 
have been in that of Homer, who connetis no fuch ideas of pafture, 
vintage, and corn, with thofe names. 

* In fhort, thofe concife, but deferiptive, and therefore intereft- 
ing, (ketches of ancient arts, coftoms, and manners, with which 
Homer has enlivened his map of Greece, cannot be tranflated faith- 
fully, and at the fame time poetically, Mr. Pope has fucceeded 

C c 3 furprifingly 
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furprifingly in the latter ; hat then his ftudy of a flowing and rani* 
cal verification frequently betrays him into a florid profusion of ml* 
meaning ornament, in which the objedt is greatly aifguifed, if not 
totally loft ; as when, for the gratfy Pteleon of Homer, we have, 

* “ And graffy Pteleon deck’d with chearfol greens, 

44 The bow’rs of Ceres, and the fylvan fcenes.” 

4 In the fame manner the fingle epithet, noble, which Homer 
gives the Cephifios, is extended to a complete landfcape : 

44 From thofe rich region®, where Cephiflus leads 
44 His ilver current through the flow’ry meads/* 

4 He is ftill more lavi(h of ornament, when he drefles up the Pe« 
neus end leafy Pelion of Homer in as much additional finery, as can 
be well crowded into four lines : 

44 Who dwell where Pelion, crown’d with piny boughs, 

44 Obfcures the glade, and nods his fhaggy brows ; 

44 Or where through flow’ry Tcmpe Peneus ftray’d, 

44 The region ftretch’d beneath his mighty fbade.” 

4 Here the Translator gives us a pi&ure, not without its beauties ; 
but beauties fo much his own, that they retain little of Homer, 
either as to the fubjeft, or the manner. 

4 We fhall fay no more at prefent of the catalogue, where Rha% 

* tor is green, Lilsa fair, and Cynos rich, without any authority 
front the original ; Anemonia has her ftately fhining turrets, and 
Corinth her imperial towers, Parrhafia her fnowy cliffs, Tarphe her 
fylvan feats, and Stylus her low walls, from Pope, not from Homer. 

4 It is owing to thefe liberties, that we find the old Poet often 
loaded with Rnglifh ambiguity, and even contradiction, for which 
there is no foundation in the Greek ; as where Ithaca is fometimes 
fair, and fometimes barren, and where, in fpite of the fandy coaft 
of Pylos in one place, we have, in another, 

44 Alpheus* plenteous ftream, that yields 
44 Increafe of harveft to the Pylian fields.” 

This article of the work, moreover, deferves attention, as it 
exhibits an accurate account of the ancient and prefent ftate of 
the coaft of Egypt. 

In the feftion on Homer’s Religion and Mythology* 
we find the Author combating the ftrongly received opinion, 
that human fcience and erudition were, with the Egyptians, 
in the higheft perfection of the time* 

4 1 fhall now, fays he, lay before the Reader my reafons for think- 
ing, that the high compliments, which have been fo long paid to 
the knowledge and wifdom of the ancient Egyptians, have not been 
fo well founded as is generally imagined ; and I fhall draw thofe 
reafons from the only fources, which can furnifh evidence of this 
matter ; viz. firft, the monuments which they have left of their tafto 
nnd genius s fecondly, the accounts, which other nations have given 
pf them in thefe refoe&s. 

4 ft would be difficult to form a judgment of their literary merit, 
without a fpecimen of their performance in that way : and I do not 
find that antiquity has tranfmmed to as even their pretentions to 
pxcellcntf in competition. I fnuft obferve, that, though Egypt pro- 
duced 
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duced the Papyrus, Its ufe to letters was a Greek discovery. Their 
hieroglyphics indeed have been long admired as the repofitory of 
much wifdom and knowledge; though there feems great reafon to 
think, that they were the production of am infant Sate of fodety, 
not yet acquainted with alphabetical writing. And they have been 
preferved by means of circumftances, which were peculiar to Egypt, 
For this country had the dried atmofphere, and the mod durable 
materials. Hence thefe memorials have been preferved, while mo- 
numents of the fame early dage of knowledge have perilhed in other 
countries. 

* Architecture, fculptare, and painting, feem to owe little to 
Egypt. If the temple of Thefeus dands to this day at Athens an 
undoubted proof of the great perfection of Greek arts, as early as 
the battle of Marathon : m a climate fo favourable to buildings as 
that of Egypt, where there are dill confiderable remains to be feen 
of pyramids of fuch perifhable materials as unburnt bricks, fome 
fragments furely would haVe been prtfcrved to jultify their preten- 
lions. But though we are apt to trace every thing back to Egypt, I 
believe, in thofe arts the Greeks are entirely original, and took their ' 
ideas from Nature alone : and it appears in fculpture, that the 
Egyptians duck to their own difF dry manner, even after they were 
acquainted with the perfeCl models , of the Greek anids. 

‘ Egypt has, no doubt, produced the mod dupendous and ama- 
zing, but I mud add, the mod abfurd and unmeaning public works, 
to be feen in any country: l mean pyramids, obelifles, labyrinths, 
artificial lakes, which are without art, elegance, or public utility. 
Though jealous of drangers, they took little pains to fortify their 
frontier: and feem to have placed theirfecurlty more in hiding, 
than defending, themfelves. And though well fhuated for com- 
merce, they neglected a good harbour, of which the Greeks (hewed 
the value and importance, as foon as they got poiTefcon of this 
country. 

• When the Greeks fird applied to the dudy of Nature, and tra- 
velled to Egypt (fuppofed to have been then the fchool of fcience) 
for indruCtion, we might reafonably expeft fome favourable ac- 
counts of them. But, befides, that what we are told of thefe early 
travellers is obfeure, and fofpicious, all we can colled from them 
does not raife our ideas of Egyptian knowledge. - If Pythagoias fa- 
crificed a hecatomb upon finding out the 47 ih proportion of the 
fird book of Euclid, *nd Thales an ox on having difeovered how to 
inferibe a reClangled triangle in a circle, alter they had dudied 
mathematics in Egypt, the parent of geometry, what opinion does 
it give us of the knowledge of their maders in that fcience? The 
obfeure account we have of their fcheme of joining the Nile and the 
Red Sea, looks, as if they did not underhand how to rake a level. 
Nor does it feem unfair to conclude, that this was, like their other 
great works, more an objeCt of odentation than of public utility: 
for they difeouraged navigation and commerce, and negle&ed a fine 
harbour on their own coad. It is true we found that their pyramids' 
correfpondcd exaClly with the four cardinal points of the compafs; 
but how fmall a degree of mathematics docs that require? and furely 
Thales having (hewn them how to meafure the heights of thofe py- 
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ramids by their (hadow, is a proof of their little progreft in trigo* 
pometry.’ 

We have given our Readers thefe reflexions, not as by any 
means coinciding with our opinion. We conflder them only 
as a proof of the ingenious Author’s prediieXion in favour of 
the originality of the Grecian literature. We know that the 
weight of evidence is totally againft him. In the fedion en- 
titled Homer's Manners, we find fomething more interefting, 
and better founded : 

‘ There is nothing more remarkable in the manners of the Eaft, 
cfpecially to an Englifli traveller, than the degree of refinement, to 
which profound diffimulation is carried in all ranks, but efpecially 
among thofe in power. In the vifita and common intercourfe of the 
great, more attention is paid to the looks than tonhe words of the 
company : and the fpeaker generally weighs, what he is to fay, by 
the countenance of the perfon he converfes with, rather thrfh by his 
own fentiments or opinion of the queftion. He accommodates his 
language much lefs to truth and matter of faX, than to the private 
purpofes of his hopes or fears. In fhort, all confidence is deflroyed 
by the defpotifm of the Eall. Sufpicion begins with the prince, and 
from him a general diffidence fpreads through every rank and order, 
ending only in the man who has nothing to fear, becaufe he has 
nothing to lofe. The arts of difguife are in thofe countries the 
great arts of life ) and the charaXer of Ulyfles would form a perfeX 
model for thofe, who wi(h to make their way in it with fecurity and 
refpeX. A fpy, who is fecretly employed in other countries, is here 
an avowed officer of Hate. But then, in proportion to the mutual 
diftruft, which fo univerfally prevails in the feveral departments of 
government, confidence between individuals, where it exifts at all, is 
carried great lengths ; and the Arab hiftory, which is fo full of po- 
litical treachery, abounds alfo in accounts of private fricndfhips, 
which do not fall ftiorc of thofe of Pylades and Oreiles, Achilles and 
Patroclus, or David and Jonathan, 

4 Cruelty, violence, and injuftice, are fo evidently the refult of de- 
fective government, that it is unneceflary to look for any other ge- 
neral caufe of the feenes of this fort, with which Homer abounds, 
in common with other ancient writers, and agreeably to the prefent 
manners of thofe countries. For when every man is, in a great 
mcafure, judge in his own caufe, vices of this clafs are not only 
more frequent, but, in foro con/cientia , lefs criminal than in a civi- 
lized (late, where the individual transfers his refentments to the 
community, and private injury expeXs redrefs from public juftice : 
where the legiflature dees not engage for our perfonal fecurity, we 
have a right to ufe fuch means, hs are in our power, in order to 
deftroy the aggreflor, who would deftroy us. In fuch cafes bodily 
jflrength and courage muft decide moft contefts, while, on the other 
hand, craft, cunning, and furprize, are the legitimate weapons of 
the weak againft the ftrong. We accordingly find, that both the 
ancient and modern hiftory of the Eaft is a continued narrative of 
bloodfhed and treachery; and in the heroic times homicide was fo 
common, that we fee the Poet alluding tp a fugitive murderer takiog 
2 fheiteyr 


. Digitized by GOOQle 



Wood on tbi Genius and Writings of Homer • 377 

(belter under the roof, of a granger (to efcape, not public juffice, 
but the revenge of the relations of the deceafed) as a familiar oc- 
currence in life. Some of the favourite pcrfosages of the Iliad and 
Odyfley had Bed their country for this crime ; and moll of Homer’s 
heroes would, in the prefen t age, be capitally convicted, in any 
country in Europe, on the Poet’s evidence. 

* But that hofpitality lhould be derived, in any degree, from the 
fame fourcfe, may feem a paradox to thofe who have not obferved, 
that this virtue prevails in moB countries, and in the different pro- 
vinces of each country, very much in projprtion to the idlenrfs, 
poverty, and infecurity, which attend a defective police. As diffi- 
mulation may be properly called an Oriental vice, fo hofpitality will 
retain the name of an Oriental virtue ; and both will prevail in the 
Eafl, as Jong as the Arab mode of government continues in that 
part of the globe. It is fome cohfolation, in fo wretched a Bate of 
fociety, that hofpitality lhould be moll cultivated, where it is mod 
wanted. In Arabia, the rights of hofpitality (fo properly called the 
point of honour of the Ead) are the happy fubBitute ofpolitive law ; 
which, in fome degree, fupplies the place of juftice, connecting, by 
a voluntary intercourfe of difintereBed offices, thofe vagabond tribes, 
who defpife iegiflation, deny the perfect rights of mankind, and fee 
the civil magiBrate at defiance. A Brong inBance of the powers of 
that generous fympathizing principle in the focial conBitution of our 
nature, which the wifeB government will encourage ; and which the 
mod depraved cannot fupprefs. 

4 We muB acknowledge, that this moB pleafing feature, in a 
portrait of Heroic, Patriarchal, and Modern Oriental life, is fadly 
eontrafled by a gloomy part of the pi&ure, which produces the molt 
finking difference between our manners and theirs ; I mean, that 
unnatural feparation of the fexes, which precludes the female half 
from that lhare in the duties and amufements of life, which the com- 
mon intereffs of fociety demand. 

* The bad effects of th,s tyrannical profeription of the moll ami- 
able part of the creation (true charadieriffic of favage life) are only 
known to thole, who experience the happinefs of a more liberal di£ 
tribution of the bufinefs, and pleafures of the male and female ^pro- 
vince, which not only foothes the cares, and enlivens the joys of the 
retired domeffic feene : but, in the more a&ive and enlarged fphere 
of ambition and enterprize, foftens ferocity, while it animates in« 
difference, and rouzes into adion the nobleff powers of the mind. 
What a blank muB we then find in the manners of a country, where 
that fex, to which Nature feems to have intruBed fo extenfive an in- 
fluence over the moB a&ive period of our lives, is debafed by a moll 
humiliating fervitude and baniffiment, which deprives us of the moB 
powerful motives to great and generous undertakings ! Yet fuch was 
the Heroic and Patriarchal Bate of fociety ; and fuch it is, at this 
day, in the EaB ; with a difference, however, that is much in fa- 
vour of Homer’s manners : for though the female fubordination is 
Brongly marked in the Iliad and Odyfley, yet women feem to make 
a more confiderable part of fociety there than among the ancient 
Jews ; and certainly much more than the prefent Oriental reffric- 
tions on this head permit.' 

The 
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The following obfervations, in the fame fedion, are indu- 
bitable proofs of true tafte, and a capacity for moral diftindions. 

‘ There Is perhaps no difplay of the human faculties, with re- 
gard to which the tade of dif&rent ages and countries coincide fo 
little, as productions of wit and humour, whofe genuine fpirit is fo 
fubtle and volatile in its nature, that it evaporates upon the leaft 
change in the circumdances which produced it, leaving -nothing be- 
hind but the infipid dregs of low buffoonry. 

4 If fuch has been tte tranfitory fate of Greek and Roman wit of 
the bell times, we can nave little expectations from thofe rude pro- 
ductions, which are the obje&s of our prefent comparifon. But aa 
the refemblance of manners, now under confideration, extends to 
certain comic iimilarities, which feem to point towards the fame 
defpotic origin, whence we have attempted to deduce the moll drifting 
features in Oriental life : a farther enquiry into this matter (inclu- 
ding what has been faid on that groG and abondoned humour, which 
prevails in a defective date of female fociety) might furnifh fome 
hints towards the true hiiiory and real charader of Ridicule. 

4 At this time we fhall only obferve, that iraperfed fociety neither 
affords the matter or manner neceffary to a fair experiment of talents 
of this kind. 

* The uniform famenefs of primitive life is incapable of the fird ; 
for, while it gives an air of gravity and dignity to manners, it 
cramps the comic genius, which can only ripen and fiouriih amidft 
variety of character. The attentions of rude fociety arc barely dif- 
fident for the necetfaries of life ; thofe of a more advanced period 
are taken up with its fuperfluities. Then it is, that falfo appetites 
and imaginary wants are created, unknown to Nature, to Hoqter, 
and the Bedouin; arts, trades, profeffions, multiply; new didinc- 
tions, ranks, and conditions are produced ; and, in (hort, the va- 
rious vices, follies, and affectations, of a wealthy, commercial, free 
people, open an ample field of pleafantry to a Swift, an Addifon, or 
an Hogarth. If we have excelled other countries in this walk of 
humour* it may be aferibed to our rich diverfity of original characr 
ter, open to every artid, without thofe redridions, which feldora 
check licentioufnefs without fuppreffing genius. 

* As the matter of primitive wit is circumfcribed by this barrea- 
nefs of fubjeCt, fo its manner is checked by the danger of offending* 
Thus the fird Tallies of this kind are cither controuled by timidity, 
or difgraced by roughnefs, which is fo clofely connected with actual 
violence, that they are often exercifed together, and called in aid of 
one another. Hence that illiberal mockery of perfonal deformity, 
that ungenerous fneer at poverty, and, above all, that cruel, un- 
manly irony, and infolent triumph of the conqueror over the van- 
quifhed ; which form fo many difguiling pictures in Homer, in thq 
prefent manners of the Ead, and all barbarous countries, as well as 
among the vulgar of the mod civilized, with whom the tranficion 
from raillery to blows is fo natural, that the latter items only a bolder 
and coarfer expreflion of the fird. 

4 So clofe and fo early an alliance between Wit and Violence is, 
I mud own, very little to the credit of the former ; I fetur it is but 
5 * a bad 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



Wood on the Genius and Writings of Homer • yjq 

a bad apology for her to fay, that (he commenced acquaintance widv 
that rough companion when (he was very young. But we mull 
not, from partial obfervations, upon a fubjeft requiring a more en- 
larged confederation, draw general conclufions, unfavourable to Ho- 
mer and onrfelves ; for there are fome ftrokes of honour in the Poet* 
that it will be difficult to refolve into that tyrannical principle, in 
which, I moil confefs, the brutal raillery of the Iliad and Odyffey is 
too msch founded/ 

The feXion entitled, Homer an Historian, abounds with 
erudition and curious reflexions, to which our Readers nrjuft 
be referred, as well as to the fubfequent differtations on Ho- 
mer’s Chronology, Philofophy, & c, In all of which they will 
meet with a variety of ingenious remarks and ditquifitions. 

We do not mean, however, by this juftly merited commen- 
dation, to flatter the memory of Mr. Wood. We do not 
mean to reprefcnt him a9 a man of the mod profound learn- 
ing. He was, rather, what his friends ufuaily ftylcd him, 
A gentlemanly scholar: with taftc enough to be fond 
of fome of the polite arts in which he was not deeply con* 
verfant \ particularly drawing, painting, fculpture, and archi- 
teXure* — It might feem ungenerous to cenfure with feverity 
the podhumous work of a gentleman who has rifen to high 
reputation in the republic of letters; by the elegance and 
fplendor of his publications. It mud not, however, pafs un- 
observed, that his Map of the Troade is a very defeXive per-? 
formance. An inexpert draughtfman feems, indeed, to have 
(ketched a view on the fpot, and to have flattered himfelf 
that he was able to exhibit a plan of the country ; but, among 
other djsfeXs, it is remarkable that his Simois and Scamander 
difagree with Strabo : it is to be noted, too, that even iq. 
Strabo’s time, and, we believe, for many ages before, no dili? 
gence could difeover any remains of old Troy. 

As to trivial midakes, we have obferred fome in the pre- 
fent effay ; but we avoid particularizing thofe minutia of 
which only minute critics will make a parade : neverthelefs the 
following flip, as it mifreprefents a Ihould be reXifled in 
a fecond edition. 

Speaking, p. 73, of Demetrius of Scepfls % one of Homer’s 
commentators, it is faid that he ( cempofed fixty books on 
thirty lines of th e catalogue y * but according to Strabo, tbe number 
of the books written by Demetrius was thirty, and of Homer’s 
lines fixty : a very material difference, with refpeX to the idea, 
we are to entertain of tbe abilities of the learned commen- 
tator ! - 
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Art. II. Hartley's Theory of the Human Mind, on the Principle of the 
Jjjociction of Ideas ; with BJfays relating to the Subjects of it. By 
Jofeph Prieftley, LL. D. F. R. S. 8vo. 6s. Johnfon. 1 775 - 

D R. Prieftley's veneration for the charafter and writings of 
Dr. Hartley, is well known to all thofe who are ac- 
quainted with him or his writings. In the preface to his Ex- 
amination of Du Reid's Enquiry , &c. he tells us, that he can 
almoft fay, that he thinks himfelf more indebted to the Obser- 
vations on Man, than to all the books he ever read befide, 
the feriptures alone excepted ; and that the moft effedtual me- 
thod of eftablifhing the true fcience of human nature, is to 
facilitate the fludy of Hartley s Theory . With this view, he 
exhibits this Theory , in the work now before us, as far as it 
relates to the doctrine of Affociation of Ideas only, omitting even 
what relates to the doflrine of vibrations , and the anatomical 
difquifitions which are connected with it ; it being on thefe 
two accounts only, he fays, that the obje&ion to Hartley's 
Theory, as difficult and intricate , is founded. 

How far lJr. Prieftley has fucceeded in his attempt to iU 
luftrate his favourite theory, and to eftablifh the true fcience 
of human nature, our Readers, we hope, will be enabled to 
judge, by what we (hall lay before them. 

He introduces his work with three eflays. In the firft, he 
gives a general view of the dofirine of vibrations ; and this ef- 
fay is extremely valuable on account of the difeoveries, made 
in it, of great vulgar errors. Materialifm has been, from early 
ages, confidered as one of * the chief bulwarks of atheifm. 
Accordingly, while Epicurus, and Hobbes, and their difciples, 
have endeavoured to defend it, Theifts and Chriftians have 
pointed their batteries againft it, and with great fuccefs too, 
in the opinion of the friends of religion. In particular, it has 
been thought, that Dr. Samuel Clarke has demonftrated the 
impoflibility of matter’s being the fubjeS of thought. But we 
learn from Dr. Prieftley, (Introd. Eff. p. 20.) that perception 
and all the mental powers of man are the refult of fuch an or- 
ganical ftrulture as that of the brain. BufFon, who thought 
as highly of the powers of organized particles as moft men, 
upon differing the brain of an uran-utang y found fo perfeft 
a fimilarity between it and the brain of a man, as forced him 
to confefs that there muft be fomething elfe in man than 
matter and organization. But Dr. Prieftley fhews a firmnefs 
of mind not to be overcome either by Buffon’s difledions, or 
Clarke's reafonings. 

One thing, however, he hefitates about, — whether from an 
•rganical ftruflure, fuch as that of the brain, the powers of 
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man refult ncccffarily or not. Now we humbly think he could 
not have ftopt a moment at this point, were it not that 
great geniuffes are fometimes apt to forget their own difco- 
veries. For although Ariftotle taught the world, long ago, 
that neceflary truths are only known by demonJlration y or by 
(hewing the contrary to be impoflible, and the world was fo 
filly as to believe him, yet Dr. Prieflley difcovered, not long 
ago, (fee Intr. Obf. to the Exam, of Dr. Reid, p. 39.) that 
the proper proof of neceflary truths is by indu£1ion % and the 
evidence that any two things or properties are necefl'arily united 
is the conftant observation of their union. This was a great 
difcovery ; for, it follows from ir, that before mankind had 
ever obferved filver to be fufible by heat, it was neceflarily 
hard : but as foon as this observation was made, a truth, 
which before was neceflary, immediately changed its nature, 
and became contingent. Had the philofopher recolle&ed that 
difcovery of his own, he would have h^d no occafion to 
qualify this difcovery , that the mental powers of man refult 
from luch an organical ftru&ure as that of the brain, with 
that ugly alternative — whether neceJJ'ary or not. How would Epi- 
curus, how would Collins have triumphed, had they lived to 
fee this point given up to them, even by a Chriftian divine ? 

Nor ought we to imagine that this difcovery was borrowed 
from Dr. Hartley, to whom our Author modeftly acknowledges 
himfelf indebted for almojl all his knowledge upon this fub- 
jeft. Though Dr. Hartley’s Obfervations on Man are, in his 
opinion, to be ranked among the greareft efforts of human ge- 
nius, and without exception, the moft valuable produ&ion of 
the mind of man ; yet, in this point. Dr. Prieflley has Seen 
farther than even that wonderful man. For, according to Dr. 
Hartley, there is, in the human compofition, not only a grofs 
body, and a mind diftinft from it, but an intermediate elemen- 
tary body between the two. But Dr. Prieflley, perceiving that 
the elementary body and the mind are only an incumbrance 
to the fyftem, has thrown them both out. 

Another difcovery, very confonant to the firft, is that the 
whole man becomes extindl at death. For this conceflion 
Atheifts will likewife thank him, as it has been one of the 
chief articles of their creed, from the beginning of the world. 
And confidering the arguments that have been urged againft 
It, and the difficulty jhat unbelievers have found of fatisfying 
themfelves upon this important point, it muft give them great 
confolation to find their faith fupported by the authority of 
a Chriftian divine, maintaining that the whole man becomes 
extinft at death, and that we have no hope of furviving death 
but what i3 derived from the fcheme of Revelation, if Re- 
velation taught that the whole man becomes extinft at death. 
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and yet furvives the grave, this, wc apprehend, would furnifh 
a ftronger argument againft Revelation than any that infide- 
lity has hitherto difcovered : and it will need (uch a cham- 
pion as Dr. Prieflley to defend it. For there are few that can 
arrive at fuch a ftrength of faith, as to believe a contradic- 
tion. And if it is not a contradidioa to be wholly extin- 
guiflied at death, and yet to furvivc death, it will be very diffi- 
cult to fay what is. 

Let us fuppofe with Dr. Prieflley, that all the mental pow- 
ers of Julius Caefar refulted from the organical ftrudture of 
his brain. This organical ftrudlure is difiolved, and the whole 
man Julius Caefar becomes extind : the matter of this brain, 
however, remains, but it is not Julius Caefar; for he, {exby~ 
potbtft) is wholly extindl. This matter, being capable of every 
form and every organization, becomes the organized body of 
a plant, 4 haying fome degree of fcnfation/ After this or- 
ganized ftrudture is deftroyed, and the whole plant extind, 
by a new organical ftrudture it becomes the brain of a mon- 
key, and at lail it forms the brain of Pope Leo the tenth. 
When all thefe organical ftrudtures are deftroyed,. let us fup- 
pofe a new one produced at the Refur rediion, and that 
mental powers refult from it. The queftion is, whether this 
new organical ftrudture be Julius Caefar, or the plant, or 
the monkey, or Leo the tenth ; or whether all thefe are one 
and the fame perfon, and the laft production anfwerable for 
all the adtions of the preceding. If Dr. Prieflley will refolve 
this cafe, it may give fome new light to his fyilecn. 

This dodirine, that a man may furvive his total extin&ion, 
and may be drawn forth from the Limbus of non-exiftencc 
to a fecond feene of exiftence, is fo fimilar to another part of 
the Podtor’s lyftem, that the one ferves to illuftrate the other. 
In his Examination of Dr. Reid’s Enquiry, p. 65, he fays, 
4 I am furprifed that it (hould have been fo readily admit- 
ted, that even ideas have no exiftence but when we are con- 
feious of them. We have juft the fame reafon to believe the 
identity of an idea, as that of a tree, that of any external 
body, or that of our own minds themfelves/ 

In this paragraph there are two important difcoverics, al- 
though the Dr. confounds them together, ift, Whereas other 
philofophers have held that men have no ideas when they do 
not, think, the dodtor finds that we have ideas when we think 
nothing about them. Now, if ideas may exift without 
thought, it feems an eafy confequence that fenfations of plea- 
fure and pain may exift when they are not felt, or adtions 
when they are not adied ; and perhaps our ideas, fenfations 
and adtions are, at death, embalmed, and preferved during 
the ftate of non-exiftence between death and the refurredtion* 

and 
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and are united to the new organical ftru&ure then formed. 
This feems to be the only way in which this new-formed be- 
ing can have an intereft in what was thought, done, differed, 
and enjoyed by its predeceflor. 

idly. We learn, from this paragraph, that ideas, which, 
have hitherto been thought to be as tranfient as time itfelf, 
have a permanent exigence like fubftances ; that the idea I 
have this moment may be the individual and identical idea I 
had yefterday, and the pain I feel to-day may be the identi- 
cal pain I felt half a year ago. Whether vibrations and z//- 
bratiuncUi have the fame permanent nature, Dr. Prieftley does 
not inform us. Vibrations have hitherto been believed to be 
fucceflive, and in a perpetual flux ; and if fo, it might be 
expedled that ideas, which are the effe&s of vibrations, fhould 
not be permanent. But however this may be, ideas retain their 
identity \ how long, we are not tpld. 

Before we proceed any farther, we cannot help obferving, 
that this very extraordinary notion of the continued exigence 
of ideas independently of the mind’s conceptions, is a greater 
innovation of the eftablifhed doctrine of ideas as laid down 
by Mr. Locke, and all other modern philofophe'rs, foreign 
as well as Britilh, than any with which the three Scotch 
do&ors have ever been charged. Who could have expe&ed 
this from one who is fo flaming a zealot for eftablifhments, 
at leaft in philofophical fy flops, and a declared enemy ot in- 
novators ? but it deferves our particular notice, that to no 
fyftera whatever is this opinion more perfe<21y irreconcilable 
than it is to Dr. Hartley’s, which, not to mention, at pre- 
fent, other things which might be mentioned, convinces us, 
that Dr. Prieftley does not diffidently underftand the do&rine 
which he has undertaken to elucidate. 

According to Dr. Hartley, ftronger vibrations in the me-* 
dullary particles of the brain and nerves conftitute fenfa- 
tion?, weaker vibrations, or what he calls vibratiuncles, and 
miniature vibrations, conftitute ideas. With thefc the exift- 
tence of the one or of the other is totally coincident, info- 
xmich that if the vibration degenerate into a vibratiuncle, 
the fenfation is degraded into an idea, and when the vibra- 
tiuncle ceafes, there is neither fenfation nor idea. Now if 
its very eflence confifts in the vibrating motion 0 / certain' 
particles, or immediately refults therefiom, it confifts in a 
variable affedtion which the fame material fubftance may hav$ 
or may not have, and by his hypothecs, fometimes has, and 
fometimes has not. If there can be any odds, Prieftley’s no- 
tion of the materiality of the foul makes the aj>furdity ftilj 
greater, or at lead more glaring. Where Hartley eflablifhes 
only a natural and necellary connexion, Prieftley will have an 
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abfolute identity. And thus what is no other than a cer- 
tain fpecies of motion, is made by him to exift in abfo- 
lute reft. 

The argument be has brought in favour of this opinion 
appears to us nq lefs wonderful than the dodrine it is 
brought to fupport. — c We have juft the fame rcafon, fays 
be, to believe the identity of an idea as that of a tree, &c. 
The idea that I have of my wife or child to-day as muchre- 
fembles the idea I had of them yefterday, though fome hours 
of found deep have intervened, as my houfe of to-day rcfem- 
bles my houfe of yefterday.’ Indeed ? then by the fame cu- 
rious argument we fhall prove the feparate and independent 
cxiftence of founds when they are not founded, and of names 
when they are neither heard nor articulated by any body. 
Let us try how the argument will anfwer when we fubftitute 
name for idea. — 4 We are furprifed that it fliould have been 
fo readily admitted, that even names have no exiftence, but 
when we pronounce and hear them ; we have juft the fame 
reafon to believe the identity of a name, as that of a tree, 
that of any external body, or that of our own mind9 them- 
felves. The name that I give to my wife to-day, as much 
refembles the name that I gave to her yefterday, though fome 
hours of found fleep have intervened, as my houfe of to-day 
refembles my houfe of yefterday.’ — The argument is equally 
capable of proving the independent and permanent exiftence of 
inarticulate founds, as the crowing of a cock, or barking of 
a dog, when thefe animals are perfedly filent. 

We know no fyftem with which it is poffible to reconcile 
fo extravagant a conceit, except that of the fenfible and in- 
telligible fpecies of the Peripatetics, who made ideas to be a 
kind of emanations or unfubftantial forms, perpetually ifluiog 
from all things corporeal and fpiritual, which emanations in 
flying about make an impreffion on thofe human intelled* 
that happen to come in their way, and then only are faid to 
be perceived. But is this Dr. Hartley’s theory ? if our Author 
does not fee the repugnancy, we (hould be apt to fufped that, 
in articles of philofophic faith, as in articles of theology, the 
greateft bigots are commonly thofe tfho leaft underftand the 
fubjed. 

We now proceed to the fecond Efiay, wherein our Author 
gives a (hort hiftory of the dodrine of ajjociation , and then 
applies it to refolve the phenomena of the faculty of memory, 
judgment, the paflions, the will, and the powers of mufcular 
motion, to which he thinks all the phsenomena of the mind 
may be reduced. 

The mechanical afTociation of ideas that have been fre- 
quently prefented to the mind at the fame time, was, I be- 
UcVe, (fays Dr. Prieftley) firft noticed by Mr. Locke. He 
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next mentions Mr. Gay, a clergyman jo the weft of England, 
as having attempted to deduce ail our paftions and affections 
from affectation. Thefc two authors only are mentioned by 
Dr. Pneftley as having gone before Dr. Hartley, in attempt- 
ing to account for the operations of the human mind from 
affectation* Perhaps he did not know tint Ariftotle accounts 
for remimfeence from this principle in the iecond chapter of 
his book on Memory and Remimfeence; nor that Hobbes, in 
his book of Human Nature, has applied this principle to ac- 
count for inoft of the powers of the human mind ; nor that 
Mr. Hume, in bis Treatife of Human Nature, printed feme 
years before Hartley s Objcrvuticm on Man , grounds almoft his 
whole fyftem of the human mind upon the laws of ajfocia - 
lion. There is indeed a remarkable agreement in the fyftem9 
of Hobbes, of Hume, and of Hartley, with regard to the fa- 
culties of the human mind ; however widely the laft mav dif- 
fer from the others in his religious principles. And we hum- 
bly apprehend that of the three, Mr. Hume has explained and 
applied the dodrine of Aftbciation with the greateft accuracy, 
as well as with the greateft perfpicuity. But of this every man 
will judge for himfelf. 

It is probable that Dr. Hartley was as little acquainted 
with Mr. Hume’s book, as his compendizer feems to be. His 
candour would certainly have led him to mention it if he 
had. However, he is very far from being of the opinion of 
Dr. Prieftlcy, that Locke was the firft who noticed the affori- 
ation of ideas. 

The doctor, furely, when he affirmed this, had forgot what 
he bad copied from Dr. Hartley, p. 14, 15.— 4 The influence 
of aftbciation over our ideas, opinions, and affe&ions is fo great 
and obvious as fcarce to have efcaped the notice of any writer 
who has treated of theft, though the word ajjichtiony in the 
particular fenfe here affixed to it, was firft brought into ufe 
by Mr. Locke. But all that has been delivered by the an- 
tients and moderns concerning the power of habit, cuftom, 
example, and education, authority, party- prejudice, the man- 
ner of learning the manual and liberal arts, &c. goes upon this 
do&rine as its foundation, and may be confidered as the detail 
of it, in various circuraitances.’ 

• Had Dr. Prieflley attended to this paflage of his Author, he 
probably would not have given fo very fuperficial and partial 
an account of the hiftory of this doctrine as he has done in 
this cflay ; far iefs would he have believed that it was firft no- 
ticed by Mr. Lockp. 

Leaving the Hiftory of the Aftbciation of Ideas, we have 
next in this eflay a view of the application of it for explain- 
Rev. Nov. 1775* D d ing 


Digitized by 



3&6 Hartley 9 1 Theory ef tie Human Mini, Vc. 

*ng thofc faculties to which all the reft may be reduced ; and 
firft that of memory . 

Here Dr. Prieftley tells us, that nothing more is neceflary 
to explain the phenomena of memory than a ftoclc of idea# 
varioufly aflociated together, fo that when one of them is pre- 
fcnt, it will introduce fuch others as it has the neareft con- 
nexion with, and relation to. 

This account of the phenomena of memory is as ancient 
as Ariftotle, — as was before obferved. And it cannot be doubted 
that, by things being aflociated together, one thing that i* 
presented either to the memory, the fancy, or the fenfes draws 
its aflbeiates along with it. Upon this principle was founded 
the art of artificial memory, which bad its teachers in very an- 
cient times. 

Granting therefore, what nobody denies, that the aflberation 
of things in the mind is a great help to the memory ; it re- 
mains to be confidered, whether this aftbeiation of itfelf pro- 
duces that faculty ? to judge of this, fuppofe a clufter of idea* 
brought into the mind by aflociation. Some of thefe may be 
ideas of things that were, fome of things that are, fotne of 
things that will be, and fome of things that neither are, nor 
were, nor will be. 

Now how ihall we diftinguifh thefe ? there muft be * 
ftamp put upon the ideas of things that were, by which we 
(hall be taught that they were, and in what order of fuccef- 
fion, and at what intervals of time they 'were. Until this is 
done, the bundle of ideas produces no memory at all. 

Dr. Prieftley takes no notice of this objedion to his theory 
in this eflay. But Dr. Hartley, in his. chapter on memory ap- 
pears to have been aware of it : and he conceives that the 
recolledion of a pad fad differs from a reverie of imagina- 
tion, partly in the vivid nefs of the ideas, and chiefly in the rea- 
dinefs and ftrength of their aftbeiation. 

Mr. Hume had before made the difference of fenfation, me- 
mory, and imagination, to conf&ft in different degrees of vi- 
vacity in the ideas ; aferibing to fenfation the greateft degree of 
vivacity ; to ideas of memory a lefs degree of vivacity, and So 
ideas of imagination the leaft of all. So that in thi* as in 
many other points, the fyftems of Mr. Hume and Dr. Hart- 
ley coincide. 

in both thefe fyftems, the remembrance of an objed, the 
perception of it by ^ur fenfes, and the l>are conception of k, 
are held to be operations of the (ame^ kind ; they differ only 
in degree. To fee adored very faintly is to remember it, 
and to conceive it very^ftrongly is to remember it. A vibra- 
tiunclc with a Little additional ftrength becomes a vibration, 
l and 
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and a weak vibration is, we conceive, all that it meant by a 
vibratiuncle. A man who really believes this fyftem, ' if he 
be confident with himfelf, can put no truft either in his fenfes 
•r his memory. It fuits very well with fcepticifm, but a man 
who refolves to truft to his fenfes and his memory muft re* 
jeft it. 

Every man knows what memory is, and every man knows 
what is meant by vividnefs of ideas or conceptions, and their 
power of fuggefting one another. And when we know and 
understand what each of thefe things is, we can be at no lofs 
to know whether they are one and the fame. 

Let every man judge for himfelf whether memory is a cer- 
tain degree of vividnefs in ideas, and a certain degree of 
ftrength in their power of fuggefting one another. To us 
they appear to be things of a quite different nature ; and 
we could as eafily believe that a hat is a pair of (hoes, as tliat 
memory is a certain degree of vividnefs in ideas and of ftrength 
in their aflociation. 

A malefactor who is going to be hanged, has a duffer of 
very vivid ideas, and very ftrongly afiociatcd, of what he is 
about to fuffer ; but it is not an obje& of remembrance but 
of forefight. If he (hould happen to be recovered to life af» 
ter his execution, as fome have been, he will have the ideas 
of the fame event probably no lefs vivid, nor lefs ftrongly af- 
fociated. But now the event is not forefeen, it is remem- 
bered. It is not the ftrength of his ideas or their aflocia* 
tions that gives him the convidion that the event is future, 
in the former <ia fe : it is the force of the laws, the ftrength 
of the prifon, and the fidelity of the guards. Nor is it, in 
the latter cafe, the ftrength of his ideas, and their aflociati- 
ons, that give him the convi&ion that the event has happened, 
it is his diftind remembrance of it. 

It appears evident, therefore, that fomething more than aflo- 
ciation of ideas is required to produce memory -^-judgment is 
next to be reduced to the affiliation of ideas. 

Dr. Prieftley defines judgment to be nothing more than the 
perception of the univerfal concurrence, or the perfeCt co-in- 
cidence of two ideas, or the want of that concurrence and 
co-incidence, or transferring the idea of truth , by afiociation, 
from one propofition to another that refembles it. 

The firft part of this definition Teems to be taken from Mr* 
Locke, and the laft from Dr. Hartley. But we have only 
one half of Locke’s definition, without any reafon {hewn why 
the other is left out. According to Mr. Locke, knowledge 
or judgment is a perception of the connexion and agreement, 
or dilagrecment and repugnancy of our ideas. And this agree? 
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®cnt or difagreement is of four forts ; — Firft, identity or cft- 
verfity j fecond, relation } third, co-exiftence or neceflary 
connexion ; fourth, real exfftence. Now Dr. Pricftley’s uni- 
verfal concurrence may tally with Locke’s co-cxiftcnceor neccf- 
fary connexion * his perfect co- incidence with Locke’s identity: 
but the other two forts of agreement, to wir, relation, and 
real exigence, are left out. Does Dr. Prieftley think that we 
have no power of perceiving the ex i (fence of ideas or any other 
relations of them befides their co-exiftence and identity ? 

Be this as it may. Dr. Prieftley, in embracing one half of 
Locke’s definition of judgment, feems to have left Hartley’s 
fyftem. For if there is a power in the mind of comparing 
ideas, and of perceiving certain relations between them, fucb 
as thofe of univerfal concurrence, and perfect coincidence; 
this power is not that of afl‘>cution. For it is evident that 
ideas may be afTociated with any degree of ftrength, without 
being compared, without perception of any relation between 
them. The fiift of thefe powers may be fuppofed in any 
degree, without the others. And therefore the power of affo- 
ciation does not account for the powers of comparing our ideas 
and perceiving their relations. 

Dr. Hartley’s definition of a (Tent and difTent, that is of 
judgment, ferm* t6 taliv better with his fyftem. He makes 
them to be thofe very complex internal feelings which ad- 
here by afiociation to fuch cluficrs of words as arc called Pro- 

C )fitions. Whether this definition, or that which Dr. Prieft- 
y has fubftituted in its place, be the moft perfpicuous and tht 
utoft accurate, every one may jud^e for himfelf. 

in accounting for the pafiions from afiociation, Dr. Prieft- 
ley feems to ailow that we have originally a defife of plea- 
fure and averfion to pain, winch do not arife from afloci- 
ation. Thefe ihcreloic *ie original principles. In account- 
ing for our other principles of action from thefe original ones 
the fame things are f aid which werfe faid by Epicurus of old, 
and have been laid by all thofe who have defended the felfifil 
fyftem or ancient Epicurean fyftem with regard to human 
actions ; without taking any notice of what has been faid ort 
the other fide by the heft ancient philosophers, or by Shafre- 
fbury, Hutchcfon, Butler, and many others among the 
moderns. 

Dr. Prieftley acknowledges that, according to his fyftem, all 
our pafitons are at firft intrrefted 5 and that the difmterefted 
are got by afiociation in the fame manlier as fome men get the 
love of money for its own fake. 

We acknowledge that the love of money for itfelf is got by 
babi$ pf annotating it with other things \yhich we do* 
* : v fire. 
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fire, and which it may be a means of procuring. All the 
world acknowledges this. And what is the confequence ? It 
is that every man defpifes this paflion in others, and endea- 
vours to juftify himfclf from the" imputation of it. The 
greateft mifer perfirades himfeff, that he either does or will 
reap benefit by increafing his wealth, and profefies to put no 
value upon it on its own account. 

If other difinterefted paffions were got, by the fame means, 
and the like afl'oeiations, we fhould have the fame reafon to 
be afhamed of them in ourfelves, and to defpife or pity them 
in others. The love of parents, children, friends, country, 
nay of the Supreme Being himfelf, would, upon this fyftem, 
be the weaknelfes of human nature, the effe& of affociations 
which pervert the judgment, and make us mtflake the means 
for the end. The only perfect man, according to this fvf- 
.tern, would be the perfe&ly (elfifli man, who has no defire 
but for his own pleafure, or other things as means to that end j ' 
no averfion but to his own pain, or other things as far as they 
may procure his pain. 

The next operation of the mind, which Dr. Prieftley is to 
explain from afibciation is volition^ which, he tells us, is a 
.modification of the paflion of delire. Mr. Locke, on whofe 
principles Dr. Hartley founded his fyftem, as Dr. Prieftlev tells 
us, has taken pains to refute this vulgar error, and has fhewn 
very clearly that volition is not defire, nor a modification of 
defire. Yet as if Locke’s judgment and reafoning were unwor- 
thy of the leaft confederation, Dr. Prieftley takes it for granted 
without offering any proof, that volition is a modification of 
defire. 

The remaining part of this efiay is what we apprehend the 
Author would have us take for an explication of tl;»* powers 
of mufcular motion from the doCirine of afibciation. The 
purport of it is to ftrew or rather to affirm, th*t thofe mufcu- 
lar motions which have moft the appearance of internet, arc 
at firft automatic and involuntary, and afterward hcjome vo* 
iuntary by means of afibciation. 

Dr. Prieftley feems to have a great averfion to inftinefts. 
There is fomething in them that offends nis tafte ; he t'unks 
them an operofe and inelegant contrivance, and therefore 
does not allow that there is any fuch thing in the frame of 
man or of other animals. What has moft the appear- 
ance of inftindt, he thinks, has been in a manner demon - 
ft rated by Dr. Hartley to have been originally automatic. 

To what afibciation of ideas this averfion to inftin&s has 
been owing in Dr. Prieftley, he can beft explain ; it would no , 
however, have been improper, when he lias faid fo much 
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againft inftinds, to have told us what inftind means. But Ms 
seal againft inftinds will not allow him to do any thing bnt 
abufe them. 

By inftind in animals is commonly meant a propenfity to 
certain adions, which is neither the effed of any rational 
motive, nor the effed of habit, but of the conftitution of the 
animal. Such inftinds have been believed to be both in man, 
and in brute animals, efpecially in the beginning of life, when 
the animal has no knowledge or experience of what may be 
for its good or its hurt ; and therefore, to fupply the defects of 
reafon and experience, has need of fome inward monitor and 
prompter to lead it to thofe actions which are necefiary for its 
own prefervation or the continuance of the fpecies* 

It has been thought both in ancient and modern times, that 
the inftinds of animals furnifh one of the cleared and moft 
cogent proofs of contrivance and defign in their frame, and 
confequentlv of the exiftence of a wife Author of Nature. 

Dr. Prieftley’s zeal againft the exiftence of inftinds, feems 
the more furpriiing that his Author Dr. Hartley acknowledges 
their exiftence, and thinks there is no difficulty in reconcil- 
ing them to his fyftem. He fuppofes the bodily frame in 
brutes to be fo formed, that miniature vibrations fpring up 
in it, at certain ages, and feafons of the year ; that the ideas 
and voluntary motions correfponding to thefe vibrations mud 
of confequence attend them, and mix themfelves with im- 
preffions and acquired ideas ; that is, a kind of infpiratton to 
brutes, helping out that part of their faculties which corre- 
fponds to reafon in ours. 

Philofophers who agree in the exiftence of inftinds may 
yet differ with regard to their immediate caufe. Some, with 
Dr.Hartley, may afcribe them to the original frame of the animal 
body; others with Malbranche may afcribe them to impulfes 
given immediately by the Deity, as there is occafton for them ; 
and others may modeftly acknowledge their ignorance of the 
caufe, although they perceive fuch manifeft marks of con- 
trivance and defign in the effed, as lead them to believe that 
It muff either mediately or immediately proceed from a wife 
and intelligent caufe, 

(To be continued.) 

A|tT. Ilf. A Letter to Nobody ; on the Negligence and MifcondmQ of 
Eccltfiaftical Superiors , and particularly of a modern Bsjbop. By Sol- 
picius Severns. 8vo. is. Kearfley. 1775. 

T HE name of Severus, which this writer hath taken up- 
on himfelf, Jiath been afiumed by him with no fmall de- 
gree of propriety. We do not, however, mean to inlinuate, 
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tint he is aiqfe fcvere than juft in his obfervatiofts. Severity 
is not the foie charaderiftic of this performance : it is ftill 
more diftinguiQied by its fpirit, its literature, and the appa- 
rent regard which it bears to the honour and imereft of religion 
in the church of England. 

The Author, after a learned and fatirical defence of the 
title he hath given to his pamphlet, propofes to coniider the 
condud of the bifhops in three views ; with refped to con- 
firmation, ordination, and beneficiary affairs. Each of thefe 
heads is treated in a very able manner : but as we have not 
room for a regular account of /what is faid upon them, we 
muft content ourfelves with an extra& or two, by way of fpe- 
cimen. 

The following anecdote will probably entertain fome of our 
Readers, and afford matter of grief to others : 

4 At one of thofe meetings of clergymen commonly called 9 
and with abfurdity enough, a vtfitation in the language ec- 
clefiaftical, a curate came before, his diocefan on particular 
bufinefs $ in the courfe of which the poor young fellow ap- 
peared to fuch difadvantage, the bifhop could not forbear ex- 
claiming, 44 Good God 1 — How could fuch a perfoo get into 
orders f-p-who could ordain him The archdeacon too, on 
hearing that his name was Solomon, obferved, with the mod 
infolent affeflation of wit, 44 his fponfors were no prophets.” 
—Now it is remarkable, that this very fame poor creature 
bad been examined by the very fame archdeacon, and ordained 
by the very fame bifhop, but a few months before. . And the 
year following, or not long afterwards, the very fame bifhop 
gave the ufual caution at an ordination : 44 Take heed that 
the perfons, whom ye prefent unto us, be apt and meet for their 
learning, and godly converfation, to exercife their miniftry 
duly to the honour of God and the edifying of his church.” 
And the very fame archdeacon declared too, 44 I have inquired 
6f them, and alfo examined them, and think them fo to be: 9 * 
and yet the very fame Solomon was one among them. 

4 The ordination of an undeserving perfon may be unavoid- 
able : the deceitfulnefs of teftimonials, or a future defe&ion 
from virtue, will eafily account for it, and may be pleaded as 
a fair apology. But the ordination of an under-qualified per- 
fon, and at a time when a fufficient flock of literature is 
not fo difficult an acquifition ; when the children of common 
farmers and mechanics are almoft univerfally acquainted pretty 
well with letters, without a liberal education ; is a grofs in- 
dignity, that cannot be ignorantly, that muft be traitoroufly or 
contemptuoufly, offered to the public.’ 

We (hall add a pafTage concerning pluralities ; which fubjed 
is particularly enlarged upon in the prefent Tradt ; 
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€ But in the church of England Nobody, it is believed, 
can name any divines of the higheft diftindion, that ever en- 
deavoured in earneft to procure a repeal of the prefent laws 
in favour of pluralities and' difpenfations : they might hum- 
bly, very humbly perhaps, reprefent the turpitude of feme ex- 
ceflfes as great enough to be retrained, could it be done with 
peace and fafety to the church ; they might recommend to the 
clergy a confcientious re&itude of condu& ; they might dif- 
cover a fincere foltcitude about^the regular performance of pa- 
rochial duties : but let tf\em be ever fo pious and amiable, 
ever fo excellent, ever fo learned and judicious in other re- 
fpc£h, they never attempted with any refolution to eradicate 
that old ever-growing evil, which is the principal caufe of all 
Che atrocious guilt, and all the flagrant abufes, that are com- 
mitted, without any appearance of remorfe, and have been 
long complained of, in beneficiary affairs. One dignitary 
alone, the learned Prideaux, dean of Norwich, had goodnefs 
of heart and grearnefs of foul, to confider the laws in force 
relating to benefices as fome of the corrupted reliques of 
popery, and made a generous effort to get them repealed : 
and he fucceeded beyond his wifhes ; not in repealing the 
Jaws, in the acquifition of the higheft honour a confeien- 
tious Chriftian can ever obtain, the honour of being un- 
falhionably Angular in doing his duty to God and his coun- 
try. When monks and inferior priefts complained againft 
tlie iniquitous diftribution of benefices, they were anfwered 
by their faithful cotempor-.ries, 44 Had you but our chance, 
you would hold your tongues and enjoy it:** and when com- 
plaints of a ftmilar nature were ffrongly urged, by fome dif- 
ienters, or by fome of the learned among the laity within 
the pale of the church, the defenders of a divine right al- 
ways feemed to confider them as diabolical efforts fo ddlroy 
the eflablifhmem : but when a dignitary of folid fenfe and 
learning, of irreproachable character and regular condu&, un- 
dertook the arduous tafk of attempting to reform abufes, 
they were obliged to get the ablelt advocate among them to 
fay all that could be faid in defence of ihedifcipline. And 
he proved the fuccefsful difputant. For the discipline ftill 
continues, and contributes greatly to the happinefs of many an 
eminent pried.’ 

This Author pofleffes a very extenfive acquaintance with 
ecclefiadical antiquity and hiftory, and he has applied it to 
the moft important purpoies. We hope that hb animadver- 
fion$ will be attended with fome good effeft. 
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Art. IV. An EJJay on the Cavft of Lightening, * nd the Manner 
by which the Thunder-clouds become pojfejfed of their Electri- 
city; deduced from known Faffs and Properties of that Matter. 
To which arc added Plain Directions for conftra&ing and 
cre&ing Saps Conductors. By John Simmons. Printed at 
Rocheiler, and fold in London by Crowder. 8 vo. is. 1775. 

B ECC ARIA's Theory of Lightening is certainly liable to 
very material objections ; he fuppofes, that the clouds 
feive as condudors of the electric fluid, accumulated on one 
part of the earth to other parts which are exhaufted of it. But 
it may be reafonably inquired, whence this accumulation 
ariles ? As the earth is compofed of conduftmg materials, we 
can fcarce fuppoie it poilible that fuch an accumulation and 
infulation of the eledric fluid fhould ever happen : why (hould 
it not pafs by the (horteft wav, along the furface or through 
the body of the earth, to its deftined place of difeharge ? nor 
does the new doftrine of accumulated eledricity in the torpedo , 
the p.irts of which are condu&ors and encompafied with a 
conducting medium, feem to us fufiicient to refolve this 
difliculty : nay, this phenomenon is evidently chargeable 
with the fame objedion. We are, however, very confcious, 
that it is much eafier to difeover the fallacy of one hypothe- 
cs than to eftablifh another: and s philofophers have received 
repeated admonition, not to be too precipitate in deducing ge- 
neral ronclufions from particular fads. 

in the pamphlet before us, there is nothing original, be- 
fide a new theory on this fubjed ; which i 9 briefly this : The 
earth is the grand f>urce of the eledric matter; but how 
to raife it to the clouds, hie labor , hoc opui : we need, only 
fuppofe an eledrical machine conveyed thither and furnifhed 
with a condudor from the earth, and the butinefs is done at 
once. Now we are told, that the clouds, by their mutual at- 
trition, anfwer the purpofe of fuch a machine, and that the 
moifture in the air, at the time when the clouds are at work, 
ferves to condud the eledric fluid from the earth upwards*, 
but when we confider, that lightning often happens when the 
air immediately furrounding the earth is in a very dry ftate, 
we (hall be at fomc lofs for a proper conveyance : fuppofe, 
however, that we had actually difcovered a method of fup- 
plying the cloud with eledric matter from the earth, the cloud 
itfelf is nothing but a colledion of vapour ; and vapour is a 
condudor; how then can we accumulate electricity in thefe 
circumftances and prevent it from running off as fall as it comes 
on ? the cloud is at leng'h fully charged by the adjoining 
one, communicating with the earth and brought into contaCJ 
with it for this purpofe : and it is now fit for adion. 
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3)4* Capel’/ Notts and various Headings to Sbakefpeart . 

Wc have only one more fuppofition to make, and the pba - 
nomena of lightning and thunder are fufficiently explained. 
A clofcd which has only its natural quantity of the ele&ric 
fluid muft approach this other charged cloud, and the mat- 
ter will pafs into it, in order to produce an equilibrium, or, 
without the intervention of this, return into the earth again, 
3 $er having been prevailed upon to continue long enough for 
our purpofe. Our Author has fometimes caught the clouds in 
the very a Gt of difcbarge. 

In this manner he accounts for ** condenfed or explofive 
lightning” (as he terms it) which is produced by clouds at a 
low altitude and communicating with the earth* Whereas 

attenuated or inexplofive lightning” is generated by clouds 
of a rarer kind and at much higher altitudes and which have 
no communication with the mafs of the earth. This is a 
harmlefs appearance of fire, owing to the temporary fepara* 
tion of the natural quantity of eledric matter contained in 
the clouds, put into a&ion by the mutual attrition of the 
clouds and driven, for want of a medium of fufficient re- 
finance, to a fmall diftance from them and prefently returning 
to them again. Thus have we given the general outlines of 
this curious theory, made up of bypotbefes aflumed, for the 
moft part, arbitrarily and at pleafure. 


Art. V. Notes and various Readings to Shakefpeare , Part tht Firjl ; 
containing, Alls Well that ends Well, Antony and Cleopatra, As 
you like it, Comedy of Errors, Coriolanus, Cymbeline, Hamlet, 
1 Henry IV. 2 Henry IV. With s a General Gloflhry. 410. 
los. 6d. Boards. Dilly. 

T HE obfeure diligence of Mr. Capel has at length * Cent 
forth the Notes to nine plays of Shakefpeare ! — To 
avoid all pofiibilitv of injuring his work by the lead mifrepre- 
fentation, let us firft hear him fpeak of it himfelf. 

* To the Reader. The editor of Shakefpeare’s plays in ten vo- 
Inmes o&avo, publiih'd in the year 1768, in that work's Introduc- 
tion (which is recommended again to your perusal) has lay’d before 
yon in ample and faithful manner the plan purfu’d by him then, and 
that he meant to purfue if leisure and life were granted him. Jn 
confequence of this his engagement, his firft businefs was — to coin- 
pleat a work that was then in fome forwardnefs, call'd — the 
School;” it is finilh’d, and will appear in doe time. The work 
proceeded to next, was — the M Notts but was hardly begun upon, 
before evident tokens appear'd of a ncceflity for it's present fufpen* 
fion, to make way for another work, which (honld facilitate the bu- 
sinefs of note-writing, abridge it, and make it's procefs more rego- 

• * See an account of his edition of Shakefpeare, Rev. vol. xxxix. 
p. 271. 
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lar : with this work,— a “ which took op so little timet 

nor little labour, is otherM-in to-day’s publication. What the 1*- 
bour of his next bosioefs was, — the resum’d busioefs of Note-writings 
and, after tha^ of digefting aqd fcrutijuzing, purging too of it’s trifles 
a colle&ed body of Readings that were to go with these plays,-— the 
bulk of both those articles (hew, and (’tis hop’d) their exadtnefs: 
the former you will of courfe augment further, when you enter on 
their perusal, by adding to the Notes on each play the Note that 
ihews you it's brigin, found in the Introdu&ion. The Annotations 
on nine plays finilh’d, together with their refpe&ive accompani- 
ments, many considerations of weight perfuadea a publication : the 
form of it will be found to be honefter, and more convenient for 
those who mean to make the Poet their Audy, than encreaf’d vo- 
lumes, and a page overcharg’d : the School, and the Annotations 
remaining, will come out in the fame form.’ 

Hence it appears that thefe coftive annotations on nine plays 
have been the labour of feven years. By an equal difpatch of 
Mr. Capel’s obfervations on the remaining dramas, the whole 
of thefe excellent remarks will not occupy more than feven or , 
eight and twenty years of our fagacious Critic’s life ; a life 
which he has fo entirely devoted to Shakefpeare, that in re- 
fpe& to that great Poet, he well deferves the title he bears un- 
der the Lord Chamberlain, of Infpeflor of the Plays. He feems 
indeed to have pored on them till he is almoft as blind as a 
mole is vulgarly reputed; and with the affiduity of that animal 
he has, for many years, been working underground, uncon- 
fcious of the labours of others, who have long unce anticipated 
his minute difcoveries, and given the fruits of their refearches 
to the Public. 

The aukwardnefs of huge quarto volumes of notes to a text 
given in (mall o&avo, and coming like heavy FalftafF fo long 
after the battle, is obvious: nor can we think the form of 
fuch a publication more * honeft’ than it is Convenient,’ as it 
muft render the obfervations of Mr. Capel more chargeable 
than the original work of Shakefpeare. We cannot, however 9 
from the fpecimen we have now before us, believe that thefe 
after-publications will be of any confiderable ufe to thofe 
* who mean to make the Poet their ftudy,* except by exercifing 
their patience in the perufal of a work, throughout which the 
Author feems to tell the Reader, with the very foul of Dog- 
berry, <( If I were as tedious as a prince, I could find in my 
heart to bellow it all upon your worlhip. 9 

The Gloflary is at once redundant and defe&ive; often er- 
roneous ; very, very often, futile and ridiculous ; and we with 
we could not add, fometimes unneceflarily indecent. Many 
common words are explained, of which no explanation was 
needful ; and it is enough to make a parfon fwearto fee this 
folcmn Gloflary ending with wsmds » and to find a Critic who 

thought 
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thought thic corruption of an oath deforced explanation. The 
meaning of bol/hr and tup was alfo obvious to every one ; and 
v no man of delicacy would have dwelt with fuch a liquorifh 
prolixity in the explication of 6ne of thefe term*, or exprefled 
himfelf fo bluntly concerning the other. 

Mr. Capel’s derivation o fBaccore is unwarranted and abfurd ; 
and his deducing prtbbles and prabbles from pr-ating fqua-M/ix, 
by taking half of one word and half of another, is a mode of 
etymology as unexampled as it is ridiculous. 

The perpetual trouble of referring from the gloflary to the 
play, or from the play to the gloflary, is certainly much more 
inconvenient than carrying the eye down to a fhort explanation 
at the bottom of a page. And after having taken fo much pains, 
he who confides in this gloflary, will often be milled. 

Arm-gaunt, fays Mr. Capel, is * made gaunt or thin by long 
nfe of armour/ No fuch thing. The pafl’age wherein the 
word occurs is in the firft adt of Antony and Cleopatra : 

“ And foberly did mount an arm-gaunt Heed.’’ 

Arm-gaunt here, we conjecture, fignifies tbin-Jhoulder* d, which 
every jockey knows is a favourable defeription of a horie. No- 
thing can be more forced than the conftruftion of this com- 
pound epithet into 4 made thin by armour / It might rather 
fignify 4 as (lender as the arm/ Chaucer, in his Knight's Tale, 
Vies arm great, or, according to the antique fpelling, a^m grete\ 
in which paflage Urry explains that word to fignity 44 very 
great or large ;” perhaps, 44 as thick as a man’s arm.” 

Good den is net, as Mr. Capel explains it, 4 good day, or 
da yen but an eafy corruption of 44 good e’en,” or 44 good 
evening.”— 44 Hob or Nob,” Shakefpeare himfelf explains to 
fignify 44 give’t or take’t in which fonfe it is ufod by good 
fellows and jovial companions to this day, who foldom confi- 
der the plirafe as 4 coin’d on purpofe to terrify/ Inony, and 
Jtony , m the North, dill fignifies 4 clever •, delicate,’ &c. and 
nobody but our Critic would think of looking for its deriva- 
tion in a coney (kin. 

Kendal, Mr. Capel, is a town in Weftmoreland. 

Such is the Gloflary. Of the Notes our laborious Critic 
fpcaks thus : 


• There is a jell current in Ireland, which well explains this 
north-country word. A Cumberland man was taken very ill, in 
Dublin ; but when he grew better, he very chearfully replied to the 
coftomary btsw d'ye of his apothecary, “ l/e ketiily , konily /”— * 
“ Alas,” quoth the fon of Gaien, when he got down (lairs, “ *we 
are much a uorje ! the patient is quite delirious, and fancies himfelf 
Mr. Conolly.”— [ Meaning the great ConolJy, then Speaker of the 
Houfe of Commons.] 

4 The 
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* The foie intent of the ** Notts” is — to tftablijb the Author** 
text, and to txphain it : matters not of that tendency are but rarely 
admitted, and that with view to diverfify ; the execution of the other 
talk only,— with due accuracy, and in fuch a manner as the public 
has a right to expeCfc,— being more than fuflicient employment for 
stay diligence or leisure whatever; as the considerate will likely d*f- 
cover, upon even a flight examen of what is offer'd them now. In 
the courfe of it, will be found fome retractions of amendments made 
overhaitily in the text of this writer’s Edition ; but their number is 
trifling, and fo is their importance : more considerable either way 
are certain new emendations, produc’d while these Notes were in 
penning, and the text under a revision : they are doubly pointed 
out to observance ; firft, by an alterifk fet before the Note that con- 
tains them ; and a fecond time, by certain numeral references at the 
end of each play’s 44 Errata but might be notic’d Hill more com- 
xnodioufly, and with little blemifli to the copy of any posseflor, by 
an (n) or other fmall mark with a pen, made in the play itfelf, and 
at those words of it which Hand before (he atlerifk’d Note.’ 

We have waded through thefe Notes, and their tCdioufnefs 
and dulnefs can only be conceived by thofe readers, if any fuch 
there be, who are endued with the pitience of a Reviewer, 
We will not punifh our beft friends by laying before them fuch 
a fpecimen as would convey the moft juft idea of the work ; 
but we will, in tendernefs to ibe Author, as well as partiality 
to our Readers, endeavour to extra# 4 matters, of fuch tendency 
as are but rarely admitted, and that with a view to diverfify.* 
Antony and Cleopatra. 

4 Boy my grtatnt/s ] Three very Angular coinages, — which, though 
they are juilify*d by analogy, and the genius of the Englitb language, 
a modern would hardly have ventur’d upon. — occur in this f peecb, 
— 44 to ballad , to ftagt , and to boy ; the latter (which fee explain’d 
in the 44 Ghffary") has relation to a cullom of Shakefpeare’s ltage, of 
having women’s parts a&ed by boys. (v. 44 a.y . /. t.” 93 , 21.) The 
great imperfe&ions of fuch a representing are hinted at in the paf- 
iage before us : and were certainly one principal reason, among a 
number that might be afiign’d, why the Poet has brought fo few wo- 
men into his plays; has made the characters trifling, and of no 
great importance, of fome that he has brought; and v put other fome 
into breeches, occasionally ; colouring, in fome measure, by that ex- 
pedient, a defect to which cuitom fubjeCled him.^fiut this was doc 
the only defeCt of the tfage that these plays were brought out upon ; 
another, and more considerable, was it's fittings out : Scenes were 
unknown to it ; all it’s decorations were— certain arras or tapeflries 
in front, and fome on the Tides, with flips between : the platform 
was doable, the hinder or back part of it rising fome little matter 
above that in the front, and this ferv’d them for chambers or galle- 
ries ; for Juliet to hold difeourfe from with Romeo, and for Cleopa- 
tra in this play to draw up Antony dying ; and this upper flage too, 
it is probable, was the place of performance for those little engrafted 
pieces that Shakefpeare has given us, as— the play in 44 Hamlet,” 
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snafque in the “ T tmpeft” Sec . — the perfons to whom they were pre- 
sented, fitting upon the lower. That this was their fiage’s con- 
firu&ion, and continu'd to be To, (perhaps, as low down as the ge- 
neral reform of it at the Refioration, the aera of feenes and of ac- 
trefles) is evino’d beyond doubting, from entries that are found in 
fome plays of rather a later date than the Poet's ; in which are foen 
the terms— upper, and Irwer ; and dialogues pafs between perfons, 
fianding fome on the one and fome on the other ftage : and this foraa 
it receiv’d from the earlieft pieces produc’d on it, — the My Aeries : 
for the exhibition of which, the platform had yet another division ; 
n part beyond the two we are fpeaking of, and rising higher than 
them ; upon which appear’d their Pater caekflu, attended by angels ; 
patriarchs and glorify ’d perfons upon that in the middle, and roeer 
men on the lowermoft : and Hell (a mod necefiary member of these 
curious prod unions, for without it there had been no entertainment 
for fome of their auditors) was represented by a great gaping hole 
on the fide of that platform, that vomited fomething like flames ; 
out of which their greateft jokers, the devils, afeended at times, and 
mix’d with the men ; and into which, they were commonly driven 
in heaps at the drama’s conclusion : but tnis Hell, and the higher 
division, vanilh’d with the Myfteries s and the ftage’s form, after 
that, was as above The poverty of this apparatus had one very 
confiderable effed upon the perfons that wrote for it ; the fetting of 
which in it’s due light being of fome confequence to the Poet’s re- 
putation, in a matter that has been objeded to him, it is upon 
that account chiefly that this detail of his flage is enter’d into: 
naked as it was, and quite motion left ; without feenes, or machinery* 
not fo much as a trapdoor for a ghoft to rise out of; the fpedator 
had nothing to aid him, or contribute to his deception : fancy pieo’d 
out all these defeds , as well as it could ; and it’s powers were 
call'd out upon, — to imagine the fame unchangeable fpot to be a 
hall, a chamber, a palace, a cottage, a (hip, lawn, field of battle. 
Sec. This call upon their auditor’s fancy, to which the poets were 
driven by their fiage’s penurioufnefs, made them hardy to go a fiep 
farther, and bring things upon it that cannot be represented on any 
ftage ; not even upon die present under all it’s improvements, or 
under any other that can be imagin’d: but they thought, and 
thought rightly,— that it was but a ft rain or two more, and the fame 
a&ive power in their audience that could make them fee places and 
a&ions of which there was not even the fhadow, could pi&ure others 
out to them of greater difficulty ; fuch as — Pompey’s entertainment 
on fhipboard, and the monument feenes in this a&.«**Having men- 
tion’d the Myfleries, in the courfe of this long note, as the firft 
dramatic pieces amongfl us, the reader will excuse it’s being length- 
en’d a little more, by telling him — that it is not certainly known, 
when they commenc'd, nor when they ended : that they were fuc- 
ceeded by other pieces, intitTd — Moralities ; in which vices and vir» 
toes were perfonated, and a fort of fable tranfa&ed by them, inter- 
mingl’d with men : that these latter pieces had ftill a footing upon 
the flage in the time of our Poet ; and were finally driven from 
thence* by himfelf, and his brother writers.— 
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As YOU LIKE IT. 

4 Into the lean^ &c.] Into a being, thin, fhrivel’d, and fqueaking ; 
the very figure, in perfon and habit too, of that character in the 
Italian comedy that is call'd--// Pant alone : this being, the Poet 
makes a performer in his drama's firth ad ; which he length? ns with 
one ad more, after the example of a few elder writers. Bale being 
one. Pantaloon and his mates, feem to have foond their way into 
England about the year 1607 ; the conjedure is founded upon a 
large and remarkable extrad from a play of that date, intitl’d— 

** Trowels of three Englifh Brothers ,” that mav be feen in the 
"* School Should the Poet's acquaintance with the charader he has 
juft teen describing have arisen from this visit, his play (it is likely) 
was ranch of the fame date with the play above-mention’d. 

* Set down your venerable burthen,] A traditional ftory was cur- 
rent fome years ago about Stratford, — that a very old man of that 
place, of weak intelleds, but yet related to Shakefpeare, — bring 
afk’d by fome of his neighbours, what he remember’d about him f 
anfwer’d, — that he faw him once brought on the ftage upon another 
man’s back; which anfwer was apply’d by the hearers, to his har- 
ing feen him perform in this fcene the part of Adam : that he Should 
have done fo, is made not unlikely by another conftant tradition,— « 
that he was no extraordinary ador, and therefore took no parts upon 
him but fuch as this: for which he might alfo be peculiarly fittea by 
an accidental lamenefs, which,— as he himfelf tells us twice in hia 
44 Sonnets ,” v. 37, and 8 9, — befell him in fome pan of life ; with* 
out faying how, or when, of what fort, or in what degree ; bat hia 
expreffions feem to indicate— latterly.— 

4 Right fainted cloth,} In the painted cloth flyle, u e. briefly and 
pithily. Tapeftries are improperly call’d — painted cloths: there* 
fore, the cloths here alluded to, feem rather those occasional paint- 
ings, that were indeed done upon cloth, *• e. linen or canvas ; and 
hung out by the citizens upon different public occasions, but chiefly 
—entries : the figures on these cloths were fometimes made to con- 
verge and afk aueftions, by labels coming out of their mouths ; and 
these are the fpeeches that Jaques is accus’d of ftudying. There waa 
alfo a furniture of painted cloth : the devices and legends of one of 
them, the posseflbrs of Sir Thomas More’s works may fee among hia 
poems.— 

4 Not , 0 fweet Oliver , dec.] These words have no appearance of 
ballad, as an editor has fancy’d ; but rather of a line in fome play, 
that perhaps might run thus, — O my fweet Oliver, leave me net he* 
hind thee ; which this wag of a* Clown puts into another fort of 
metre, to make fport with fir Oliver : telling him— I’ll not (ay to you, 
as the play has it, 44 O fweet Oliver , | O brave Oliver , | Leave me 
mot behind thee $’ 9 but I fay to you, 44 a mind awsay,” dec. continuing 
his fpeech in the fame metre : in this light, the paflage is truly ho* 
mouroos ; but may be much heighten’d, by a certain drolenefi is 
fpeaking the words, and by dancing about fir Oliver with a harle- 
quin gefture and a&ion.— 

Combdy or Errors. 

4 SCENE,] It is observ’d in the 44 Introduction, p. 26, that this 
is the moft regular of all Shakefpeire’s plays, in point of condud j 

owing. 
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©wing, in truth, to the model he had to work upon, — a tranflated 
Mensechmus” by one who liens himfeif — W. W. /. e . William 
Warner, according to Wood ; who alfo makes him a Warwickfhire 
man, and a member of his univerlity : the tranllation lhows him a 
fcholar ; and you are told, in a preface to' this,— that he bad other 
of Plautus' plays by him, fit for publilhing, but none are come to 
light but this one : as a poet and countryman of Shakefpeare’*, he 
might (probably) be of his acquaintance, and that inquisitive fpirit 
wonid not fail to enrich itielf by converfations with a man of this 
tarn : in fome of these, he might pick up the idea of Parol les’cbarac- 
ter; a Thrafo, or Pyrgopolinices, or both : but lefs extravagant than 
either, and more a picture of nature : out of him too, or fome other 
of his Oxford acquaintance, might the fcene of this play be col- 
lected ; being, in fait, the genuine Roman and Greek fcene, as de- 
icrib’d by the learned: — to wit,— a public place, or large fquarei 
op'ning upon which, (to the right, the left, and in front) were— 
the Duke’s palace, the hoofe of Antiphilus Ephesian, and the Ab- 
bey ; and whose centre was the mart or exchange : by a fcene of 
this fort the unity of place was provided for by the ancients in their 

plays, who are imitared by Shakefpeare in this. 

• * They fay> this town, &c.] It is observ'd very juftly by the laft 

editor, — that the character given of Ephefus in this place is the very 
fame that it had with the ancients, which may pafs for fome note of 
the Poet’s learning ; and the folio s afford another final 1 mark of 
it, but io difgois’d as tj want a decypherer. The Antiphilus of 
this fcene is diftinguifli’d by the name of — Erotes, (in one place— 
—Errotis) and his brother by that of — Sere pt us ; plainly a corrup- 
tion of — Surreptus, and E rotes lefs plainly of—SofcUs, for fo the Me- 
nscchmi are call’d in the original Plautuj; which if the Poet had 
not dip’d into, Surreptus had never itood in his copy ; the tranflation 
having no iuch agnomen, but calling one brother Amply — Menecb- 
mus 9 the other— Sofeclet, as may be ieen in it’s argument : S crept ue 
is met with but once, and the other name twice ; after which the dif- 
iinciion commences -that is found in all modern editions.— 
Cymorune. 

* This incident of the trunk [in Cvmbelioe] is from Boccace ; 

whose ltory the author of “ Wejt'ward for Smelts'* has taken, and mo- 
del’d after his own manner, with changes that Shakefpeare has bor- 
row’d from him : the adors of all their fables are different ; and the 
latter has intermix'd with his a&ion fome matters of feeming hiitory, 
but, in fad, as very tales as the red of it ; hidory having furniih'd 
him nothing, but fome relations that make a part of his dialogue, 
and the meer names of Guiderius, Arviragus, and Cyaabclioe. 

Hamlet. 

* Either for tragedy, &c.] The latter half of the didindions that 
follow, leem accommodated to the fpe&ker; who flies at all fubjeds, 
and betrays his wifdom in all of them ; giving us, in his talk oa 
the present, divisions which the drama knows qothing of. The re- 
mainder of his fpeech is more femible; ‘‘ iavo of writ, and the li- 
berty f mean — pieces written in rule, and pieces out of rule ; for 
these, he fays, his players were fitted, as wel) as for the ** too- light 
Plautus, and too -heavy Seneca but in this the Poet forgets himielC 
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Slid puts his own juft opinion of the writings of thoie authors into 
a month it is not fit for.. Among the fongs in a late publication, 
is one of feveil long ftanza’s, titl’d (as may be thought) by the pub- 
liQier,— 1 44 Jephtab Judge of Ifrael 5” it’s fir ft is as follows: — 44 Have 
you not beard theft many years ago , | Jeptba was judge of Ifrael ? | He 
bad one only daughter and no mo, | Tie which be loved puffing well : | 
Audi as by left, | God wot { It fo came to pafs | As Gods will was, j 
That great wars there jbosdd he, | And none Jhould be cbofen chief but 
be” Poffibly, it might be one of an ancient Collection of bible 
hiftories made into fongs* whose general title was — “ Pious Cbanfons;” 
and iffo 9 we fee the origin of the Poet’s fir ft reading in 1 . 12, (p. 51 J 
which they who choose may confult. From the fame publication 
will be taken, in the courfe of thefe notes, parcels of a few other 
fongs, fuch as are connected with Shakefpeare, or partially found in 
him : when any fuch quotations occur, and no authority vouch'd 
for them, the reader will be pleas’d to refer them to the publication 
aforefaid. 

* Like French falconers ,] The epithet, in the quarto’s is— 
u friendly a miftake of the printer’s ; for if the context be look’d 
into, friendly will be found an abfurdity, and cadeUce declares 
againft it befides : the French are remarkably irregular in all feats 
of fporting, even at this day.w^To underhand a preceding fentence, 
1. 21, it (hould be remember’d— that female characters were always 
aCted by boys. 

4 I heard thee, &c.) Before any judgment can be form’d of this 
44 fpeech” which is call’d for by Hamlet, about which there have 
been various opinions, it will be necefTary to conceive rightly what 
is faid of the play in general out of which it is taken ; for fome of 
the Poet’s terms on that fubjeCt extend alfo to this particular fpeech, 
and give us his own opinion about it, that is — under certain re* 
ftriCtions that fhall be mention’d hereafter : the terms are fomething 
ambiguous, but this (it is conceiv’d) is the force of them. The 
play, fays he, (fpeaking in the perfon of Hamlet) was u well di~ 
gefted in the Jceues the fable well and artificially manag'd, “ fit 
down with at much modify as cunning ,” yet of fuch a fimplicity as 
was equ^l to the art of conducting it : this, fays the fpeaker, is the 
opinion that I had of it, and others of better judgment than me* 
44 whose judgments cried in the top of mint On the other hand* 
there were who objected to it,— that 44 there were no falts in the ltnts % 
to make the matter favonsy no comic mixture wrought up with it, 
to make the grave relifh better, 44 nor no matter in the phrase, that 
might indite the author of affeQion and tbe grave itfelf was lo worded, 
that the writer feem’d untouched by his fubjeCt : but they allow’d 
of what was faid of the fable; call’d the conduct of it good, 44 an 
bonefl method and moreover, its tendency moral, and its diCtio* 
poetical, 44 as wbolefome as fweet ,” having a natural- beauty but not 
fet off with much arc, 44 more handfome than fine” If this be a right 
interpretation of the branches of this character, we have in them a 
general praise of the play, (exclufive of it’s want of 44 affeSion,” and 
the other matter # objected to it) and, Confequently, of the fpeech 
and it’s poetry ; which praise it had been juftly intitl’d to, (with 
exception of two or three phrases*— 41 whiff, grandfire , and roafied'*) 
Rev. Nov. 1774. £ e had 
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had it ended al the end of poor Priam, *3, 20: bot the Poet bids 
purpose to ferve, which induc’d him to give the reft of this fpcech a 
though with hazard (or rather, death) of his judgment, if we extend 
his commendation to all of it : An audience could not dine on find 
fpeeches at that time of day, but would be fed With things 
Hjcury .-’* the addition, with the aid of Potanins, was a dtfh to their 
palate, which Shakefpcare did nofir ftick to ferre up to thdm ; 
reck’ning (as well he might) on their judgment, that it weold ac~ 
quit him of any intention of including the Utter Hnes in his Cha- 
racter,. and bellowing praise upon them. Among the very few jriayt 
of that time that have not been feen by the editor, is one tbatibdara 
the title of 44 Dido queen of Carthage,’* in which one might be apt 
to expert the fpcech in queftion: but — betides the great probability 
that the play which contain’d this fpcech was never printed,— if 
Langbaine be right in his anther, the fpeech will not be found in 
this 4 ‘ Dido$ ,y for the caft of Thomas Naih’s productions is widely 
different.— 

* Or to t*ke arms. See.] Editors make a mighty add about the 
phrase — “ fta of troubles which they will needs have a part of thtf 
metaphor, and a defeat in it, and — Siege , 'Say, dfay, Jjfail, and 
affaiiing , are made amendments by turns. 44 feaf in this place* 
ooes the office of an epithet, and fhould be conlider’d in that light 
only : the arms arc taken up again ft “ troubles ” that come on like si 
fea ; under which are comprehended — tbeir violence, their inceflaija 
beating, and the multitude of them ; making in the whole a magni- 
ficent idea, which these amendments deprive us of. It may not be 
much amifs, to observe a piece of art in the Poet’s at the fpecch’4 
conclusion, which an artor fhould give particular heed to : the im- 
prefiion it has made on t)ie fpetker is fo ftrong, that he cahnot difc 
engage bimfelf presently from the mood it has put him in ; and it 
is not ’till after three fpeeches of Ophelia's, that he is able to take 
up another. The changes in 60, 61, and 66, are in the four latter 
moderns. — — 

4 %'be bobby borfe is forgot .] And hit epitaph too, for this is all 
that is left of ir. The 44 bobby borfe * was a con Hint part of the di- 
vertions of May day, for feveral centimes; 'till the puritans fet 
themfelves again ft it, in the days of our Author, and brought about 
a fuppreffion : the fall of it was lamented by a wit of that time, in 
a ballad or fuch like poem, of which this is a Jine.w*»It is fcarce 
worth remarking, being a fart of fuch notoriety,— that 44 fables” 
the furs fo call’d, are tne finery of moft northern nations : fo that 
Hamlet’s faying — he would have a 44 fiat* of these fables, 1 . 6, 
amounts to a declaration— that he would leave off his blacks, tinco 
his father was fo long dead. 

4 Tbit is munching Malic bo ;] This is faid of the perfon of the 
“ Poisoner ” in the Dumb Show, a representative of the King ; who 
was a man of mean figure, fw. 83, 7.) and is therefore compar'd 
by the fpeaker to the chrarter call’d— Iniquity, in the ancient mo- 
ralities, whose figure (it is like) was the fame, an ill-looking, 
44 munching * animal. See 44 Malic bo* in the GUjfary^ The 44 Dumb 
S bonus' is (for any thing the editor knows to the contrary) a domeftic 
invention ; and was the ornament of moft of the plays that came im- 
mediately 
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mediately next the moralities, fuch as — Gorboduc, Jocafta, &c. in 
Which they were prefix’d to each aft ; their matter,— a piece of hif- 
tory fimilar, or fome typical fable, ex prefling that aft’s moral ; the* t 
degenerated afterwards into a bare mute representation of the whole 
aftion in little* but undter different perfonages, and this was the 
common run of those ihows ; of which, and of the plays they be- 
long’d to, the play and foow in this place are a fair fpecimen, and 
fo intended by Shakefpeare; who in his “ Tempeft, Mid/ummcr 
Night's Dream , and Love's Labour loft,' has given iamples of three 
other pieces, — a pageant, a mafque, and an interlude, — and all with 
the fame defign, it h probable, namely — to fliew the general (late 
of our theatres when he firft came among them, and (perhaps) of 
fome of them afterwards.— 

a Hen* y IV. 

‘ These was Jack Falftaf \ &c.J This can be no fiftion, but a real 
anecdote of this moft famous perfonage, who has been falfely re* 
puted.imaginary : A court-page, in fuch libertine times as the latter 
years of King Edward the Third, was likely to prove a FaUtaff at 
fixty; likely to be a favour’d companion of the irregularities of 
Harry the Fifth’s youth ; and to be the anceftor of that fir John Fal- 
ftafF whom we have in another play, 44 i H. 6.” and if the latter 
was the laft of his fairiily, as rhere is reason to think, no reftraint 
lay upon Shakefpeare from touching up the anceltor’s pifture with 
, fuch “m belli foments as his fable requir’d.’ 

We have not given the above notes, as all containing mat* 
ters of novelty, nor do we always aflent to what is advanced 
in them* 

The uncouth affe&ation, or modern-antique , of our Critic 9 # 
ftyle and phrafeology, together with the perplexity and pecu- 
liarity of his various typographical references, as well as the 
aWurdity of continual references to his 44 School, 99 a work not 
poblKhed*, it is almoft ncedlefa to point out* 

• Vid. Rev. vol. xxxix. p. 274. 

■ ■ — ■*■ 1 1 11 1 ‘ llw ■■■...■ i. i ■■■■.. ■■ m, mn^rnm m i 

Art. VI. Account ef Sterne's Letters, concluded. Set our laft, p. 340. 
E have fo often given our opinion of the practice, 
now become very common, of publifhing the private 
correfpondence of men who have been eminent in the lettered 
or the aftive world, that we have nothing left to add on the 
fbbjeA, but this conciufivc obfervation, that while the curi- 
oiity of mankind will pay for its gratification, in this refped, 
there will never be wanting a fufficient inducement to ranfack 
the ftudies and clofets of departed geniufcs, for materials where- 
writh to raife a monumental pile, to the honour — perhaps the 
difhonour, of the great names inscribed upon them. 

The Letters of Sterne, however, will refled no difgrace on 
trie memory. They are genuine, and they will ferve to affift 
am in forming a more competent idea of the character of 
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the celebrated Yorick, than we could with certainty coHefi. 
from the writings which were publi&ed by himielf. He 
feems, in almoft every Letter, to have written from the heart. 
His iriimediate fituations, and feelings, rather than his ge- 
nius, appear to have always guided the pen of his corre- 
fpondence; and we fee in the recedes of private life, the 
man who fo confpicuoufly (hone in the public opacity of 
an Author. His Letters, it is true, will be deemed of va- 
rious and unequal importance, by their different readers. 
Some will look, perhaps, for finifhed models of the epiftolary 
form of writing ; and by thefe, the more trivial billets^ fuch 
as always find their way into collections, will be held in. 
no great eftimation : while, to tbofe who may think every 
thing curious that flowed from the inimitable pen which ptfe 
us a Father Shandy , an uncle Toby, a corporal Trim % a Sec- 
tor Slop, a Le Fevre, &c. there will not be found, in the 

volumes before us, an uninterefting page. For us, we 

really think ourfeWes obliged to Mrs. MedaNe for the en- 
tertainment (he has procured us, in the perufal of her col- 
lection ; and the more efpecially, fince we confider thefe Let- 
ters as furniihing, in fome degree, a Supplement to our fa- 
vourite work. The Sentimental Journey : the greateft part of: 
them bearing relation to thofe travels abroad which gave birth 
to that mod captivating performance. 

In our laft month’s Review we gave an abftrad of Mr. 
Sterne’s brief account of his family, prefixed to the firft vo- 
lume of his Correlpondence * and we now proceed to lay 
before our Readers a few particulars feleCied from the Let- 
ters themfelves : by which they will, in fome meafure, be ca* 
abled to form a judgment of the merit of the prefent publi- 
cation. 

There is nothing in which mankind fo univerfally (hew 
their Itve and tendency to oldwivery , as in their blind devo-~ 
tion to old vulgar maxims and proverbial Jaws. This kind of 
fuperftition, if we may fo term it, is happily exploded in Vol. I. 

€ To Dr. • * * • * *. 

* Dear Sir, Jan. 30, 1760. 

— c De mortuis mini ft honum , is a maxim which you have 
fo often of late urged in converfation, And in your lettert, 
(but in your laft efpecially) with fuch ferioufnefs, and feve- 
rity againft me, as the fuppofed tranfgreffor of the rule 
that you have made me at length as ferious and fevere as 
yourfelf : -»but that the humours you have (lined up might 
not work too potently within me, I have waited four days 
to cool myfelf, before I would fet pen to paper to anfwer 
you, “ de mortuis nil nifibonum ” I declare I have confideied 
the wifdom, and foundation of it over and over again, as 
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jdifpaffionately and charitably as a good Chriftian can, and, 
after all, I can find nothing in it, or make more of it, 
.than a nonfonfical lullaby of fome nurfe, put into Latin by 
iome pedant, to be chanted by fome hypocrite to the end 
of the world, for the confolation of departing lechers.-- - 
/Tis, I own, Latin 5 and I think that is all the weight it 
has— for, in plain Englifh, ’tis a ioofe and futile pofi- 
tion below a difpute— “you are not to /peak any thing of 
the dead but what is good." Why fo ? — Who fays fo ? — neither 
reafon j>r fcripture.— Infpired authors have done otherwife— 
.Sind reafon and common fenfe tell me, that if the characters 
of paft ages and men are to be drawn at all, they are to 
.be drawn like themfelves; that is, with their excellencies, 
and with their foibles— and it is as much a piece of juftice 
to the world, and to virtue too, to do the one, as the other. 
-—The ruling paffion et les egaremeni du caeur , are the very 
thing? which mark, and diftingoifh a man’s character in 
.which I would as foon leave out a man’s head as hi9 hob- 
by-horfe. — However, if, like the poor devil of a painter, we 
mult conform to this pious canon, de mortuis 9 &*. which I 
own has a fpice of piety in the found of it, and be 'obliged 
to paint bqth our angels and our devila out of the fame 
pot— I then infer that our Sydenhamsi* and Sangrados, our 
Lucretias,— and Maflalinas, our Sommers, and our Boling- 
brokes— are alike entitled to ftatues, and all the hiftorians, 
or fatirifts who have faid other wife fince they depai ted this 
life, from Salluft, to S- — e, are guilty of the crimes you 
charge me with, 44 cowardice and injuftice.” 

4 But why cowardice i 44 becaufe ’tis not courage to attack 
a dead man who can’t defend himfelf.” — But why do you Doc- 
tors of the faculty attack fuch a one with your incifion knife? 
Oh ! for the good of the living. — ’Tis my plea.— But [ 
have fomething more to fay in my behalf— and it is this — [ 
?m not guilty of the charge— tho* defenfible. I have not cut 
up DoCtor kunaftrokius at all — I have juft fcratched him — 
and that fcarce fkin-deep. — 1 do him firft all honour — fpeak 
of Kunaftrokius as a great man— *(be he who he will) and 
then moft diftantly hint at a drole foible in his character — 
and that not firft reported (to the few who can even under- 
ftand the hint) by me — but known before by every chamber- 
maid and footman within the bills of mortality — but Kunaf- 
trokius, you fay, was a great man— tis that very circumftance 
which makes the pleafantry— for I could name at this inftant 
a fcote of honeft gentlemen who might have done the very 
thing which Kunaftrokius did, and feen no joke in it at all — 
‘ as to the failing of Kunaftrokiuf, which you fay can only be 
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imputed to bis friends as a misfdrtune — I fee nothing like m. 
misfortune in it to any friend or relation of Kunaftrokius— 
that Kunaftrokius upon occafions (hould fit with • ** * • • m 
and ***♦♦** — I have put thefe ftars not to hurt your 
worjhip's delicacy— If Kunaftrokius after all is too facred a 
xharader to be even fmiled at, (which is all I have done) he 
has had better luck rhan his betters In the fame page (wich* 
out imputation of cowardice) I have faid as much of a man 
of twice his wifdom— and that is Solomon, of whom 1 have 
made the fame remark “ That they were both great men— 
suid like all mortal men had each their ruling paffion.”— 

The 14th Letter, from the bifhop of Gloucefter, does honour 
both to his lord&ip, and to Mi\ Sterne; it was written in 
anfwer to a very decent Letter from the flatter, fen t with Yo- 
rick’s Sermons : 

•To the Rev. Mr. STERNE. 

• Reverend Sir, Prior- Park, June 15, 1760, 

c 1 have your favour of the 9th inftant, and am glad to un- 
derstand, you are got fafc home, and employ’d again in your 
proper Studies and amufemjents. You have it m your power 
to make that, which is an amufement to yourfelf and others, 
ufeful to both : at leaft, you (hould, above all things, be- 
ware of its becoming hurtful to either, by any violations of 
decency and good manners ; but 1 have already taken fuch re- 
peated liberties of advifing you on that head, that to fay 
more would be needlefc, or perhaps unacceptable. 

• Whoever is, in any way, well received by the public, is 
lure to be annoy’d by that peft of the public, profligate fcrlb - 
biers. This is the common lot of fucceftful adventurers 5 
but fuch have often a worfe evil to ftruggle with, I mean the 
over-officioufnefs of their indifereet friends. There are two 
Odes, as they are call’d, printed by Dodfley. Whoever wa$ 
the author, he appears to be a monfter of impiety and lewd- 
nefs— yet fuch is the malignity of the fcribblers, fome havo 
given them to your friend Hall ; and others, which is ftill more 
impofiible, to yourfelf; tho’ the firft Ode has the infolence 
to place you both in a mean and ridiculous light. But this 
might arife from a tale equally groundlefs and malignant, 
that you had (hewn them to your acquaintances in MS. be- 
fore they were given to the public. Nor was their being 
printed by Dodfley the likelieft means of diferediting the ca- 
lufl|ny. 

c About this time, another, under the mafle of friendflup, 

{ mending to draw your character, which was fince pub- 
ifhed in a Female Magazine , (for dulnefs, who often has as 
great a hand as the devil, in deforming God’s works of the 
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£r<£feoi), ha %mfldethem i it feems, male and female) and from 
thence it was transformed into a Chronicle . Pray have you read 
it, or do you know its author ? 

4 But pf all thefe things, I dare fay Mr. Garrick, tybofe 
prudence is eqqal to his honefty or his talents, has re<i,on- 
Xfr?ted to you with the freedom of a friend. He knows the 
inconft^npy of what is called the Public, towards all; evep 
the belt intentioned, of thofe who contribute to its pleafure, 
or axnufeaieiu. He (as every man of honour and diferetion 
Would) has availed himfelf of the public favour, to regulate 
the tafte, and, in his proper ftatioq, to reform the manners of 
the fashionable world ; while, by ^ well-judged ceconomy, he 
Jias provided againft the temptations of a mean and fervile de- 
pendency on the follies *jid vices of the great. 

4 in a word, be allured, there is no one more fipcerely wilhes 
ypjir welfare and happjnefs, than, 

Reverend Sir, W. G/ 

The foregoing Letter, yvith others, printed in this collec- 
tion, ibew the good terms on which thefe two gen iufes were 
with each other, and muft completely refute the gr.oundjefs re- 
port of Sterne** having intended to ridicule the B. of G. in 
the character of Trjftram Shandy’s Tutor. — By the two odef 
which his lordihip cenfures in the preceding Letters, we ap- 
prehend he nieaqs the two Lyrick EpijUes (not odes) publiftiei 
abou£ this t^e, apd cenfured by us y with a feverity littl? 
{hart of his lofdftup’s- See Review, vol. xxii. p. 437. 

Few of our Atuhpr’s Letters are written in the rattling 
ftrain of Sh^ndyfm^ except fome which are addrelTed to his 
friend Hal* : of $kefe the following may be given as a fpe- 
cimen : 

c To J H S Efq. 

4 Dear H — — , Coxwold, — ,1761. 

c I rejoice you are in London— reft you there in peace ; 
here *tis the devil. — You was a good prophet.— J wilh my felf 
back again, as you told me i fhould — but not becaufe a thin 
death-doing peftiferous north- eaft wind blows in a line dire&ly 
from crazy-caftle turret full upon me in this cuckoldly re- 
treat, (for I value the north eaft wind and all its powers not 
a ftrawj — but the tranfition from rsjpid motion to abfolutp 
reft was too violent. — I fhould have walked about the ftreets 
of York ten days, as a proper medium to have pafled thro’, 
before I entered upon my reft — I ftaid but a moment, and 
J have been here but a few, to fatisfy me I have not ma- 
naged my mi(eries like a wife man*— and if God, for my con- 
folation under them, had not poured forth the fpirit of Sban- 
deifm into me, which will not fufFer me to think two mo- 
ments upon any grave fubje£$, I would clfc, juft now lie down 
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and die — did — and yet, in half an hour's time. 111 lay a 
guinea, I (hall be as merry as a monkey — and as mifchievous 
too, and forget it all — fo this is but a copy of the prefent 
train running crofs my brain. — And fo you think this curfed 
ltupid — but that, my dear H. depends much upon the quoti 
hora of your (habby clock, if the pointed of it is in any 
quarter between ten in the morning or four in the after* 
noon— I give it up — or if the day is pbfcured by dark en- 
gendering clouds of either wet or dry weather, I am ftill loft — 
but who knows but it may be five — and the day as fine a 
day as ever {hone upon the earth fince the deftrudion of So- 
dom — and peradventure your honour may have got a good 
heavy dinner to-day, and eat and drank your intelle&uals into 
a placidulifh and a blandulifh amalgama— to bear nonfenfe, fo 
much for that. 

4 ’Tis as cold and churlifli juft now, as (if God had not 
pleafed it to b? fo) it ought to have been in bleak December, 
and therefore I am glad you are where you are, and where 
(I repeat it again) I wifli I was alfo— Curfe of poverty, and 
abfence from thofe we love ! — they arc two great evil? which 
embitter all things — and yet with the firft I am not haunted 
much**— As to matrimony, I (hould be a bead to rail at it, 
for my wife is cafy — but the world is not— and had I ftaid 
from her a fecond longer it would have been a burning fhame— 
elfe (he declares herfelf happier without me— but not in an- 
ger is this declaration made — but in pure fober good-fenfe* 
built on found experience — {he hopes you will be able to (trike 
St bargain for me before this time twelvemonth, to load a bear 
round Europe: and from this hopes from you, I verily believe 
it is, that you are fo high in her favour at prefent. — She 
fwears you are a fellow of wit, though humorous ; a funny 
jolly foul, though fomewhat fplenctic j and (bating the love 
of women) as honeft as gold — how do ydu like the fimile ?— 
Oh, Lord ! now are you going to Ranelagh to-night, and I 
am fitting, forrowful as the prophet was when the voice cried 
out to him and faid, 44 What do’ft thou here, Elijah ?” — 
’Tis well the fpirit does not make the fame at Coxweld— 
for unlefs for the few (heep left me to take care of, in this 
wildernefs, I might as well, nay better, be at Mecca— When 
we find we can by a (hifting of places, run away from our- 
felves, what think you of a jaunt there, before we finally pay 
a vifit to the vale of Jsbofopbat — As ill a fame as we have, I 
truft I (hall one day or other fee you face to face— fo tell the 
two colonels, if they love good company, to live ' righie- 
cufly and foberly as you do % and then they will have no 
doubts or dangers within, or without them— prefent my beft 
and warmeft wilhes to them, and advife the eldeft to prop 
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up bis fpirits, and get a rich dowager before the conclufion of 
the peace— why will npt the advicp fuit both, par nobile 
fratrum ? 

1 To-morrow morning, (if Heaven permit) I begin tbe fifth 
volume of Shandy — I care not a curfe for the critics-T-I’U 
load my vehicle with what goods bt fends me, and they may 
take ’em off my hands, or let them alone. — 1 am very valour* 
ous — and ’tis in proportion as we retire from the world and 
fee it in its true dimenfions, that we defpife it — no bad rant ! 
—-God above blefs you ! You know I am your afte&ionat* 
Coufin, Laurence Sterne/ 

* c What few remain of the Demoniacs, greet — and write me 
a letter, if you are able, as foolilh as this/ 

In Letter LIX. Vol. II. we are treated with the following 
jeft, at the expence of a country apothecary. 

‘ A fenfible friend of mine, with whom not long ago I fpent 
fome hours in converfation, met an apothecary (an acquaint- 
ance of ours)— the latter a(ked him how he did i why, ill, 
very ill — I have been with Sterne, who has given me hich a 
dofe of Attic jak that I am in a fever— Attic fait. Sir, Attic 
ialt ! I have Glauber fait— I have Epibm fait in my fhop, &c # 
—Oh I I fuppofe ’tis fome French fait — I wonder you would 
truft his report of the medicine, he cares not what he takes 
himfelf/ 

The third volume prefents us with ' a„curiofity.v It it a 
Letter to Mr. Sterne, from a very fenfible Black, in the fer* 
vice of the duke of Montague. The letter itfelf, of the au- 
thenticity of which we have had tinqueftionable proof, will 
explain the occafion : 

‘ From Ignatius Sancho, to Mr. Sterne. 
c Reverend Sir, 

* It would be an infult on your humanity (or perhaps look 
like if,) to apologize for the liberty 1 am taking. — I am 
one of thofe people whom the vulgar and illiberal call Ne- 
gr§es The firft part of my life was rather unlucky, as I was 
placed in a family who judged ignorance the beft and only fe- 
curity for obedience. — A little reading and writing I got by 
unwearied application.— The latter part of my life has been, 
thro 1 God’s bleffing, truly fortunate — having fpent it in the 
fervice of one of the beft and greateft families in the kingdom— 
my chief pleafure has been books — Philanthropy I adore- 
How very much, good Sir, am 1 (amongft millions) indebted 
to you for the character of your amiable Uncle Toby! — I 


• Thif word is not printed exadUy according to the original 
Letter, which we have feen. Sancho wrote it Nfg cr$ % to exprefa 
pit contempt of the vulgar pronunciation 

declare, 
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declare I would walk ten miles in the dog-days, to ftake 
hands with the honeft Corporal.^ Your fcrmons have touch’d 
me to the heart, and I hope have amended it, which brings 
me to the point — In your tenth difeourfe, page feventy-eight, 
in the fecond volume — is this very affeding paflage — u Con- 
sider how great a part of our fpectes in all ages down to 
this — have been trod under the feet of cruel and capricious 
tyrants, who would neither hear their cries nor pity their dif- 
treffes.— Confider flavery— what it is — how bitter a draught— 
and how many millions are made to drink of it.’V- Of all 
my favourite authors not one has drawn a tear in favour of 
my miferable black brethren*- excepting yourfelf, and the hu- 
mane author of Sir Geo. Ellifon . — 1 think you will forgive 
me; I am fure you will applaud me for befeeching you to 
give one half hour’s attention to flavery, as it is at this day 
pradifed in our Weft Indies. — That fubjed handled in your 
Striking manner would cafe the yoke (perhaps) of many— 
but if only of one— gracious God ! what a feaft So a bene- 
volent heart ! and fure I am, you are an epicurean in a £U of 
charity.— You who are univerfally read, and as univerfiilly 
admired— you could not fail.— Dear Sir, think in me you 
behold the uplifted hands of thoufands of my brother Moors. 
Grief (you pathetically obferve) is eloquent : figure to your- 
felf their attitudes ; hear their fupplicating addrefles !*— alas I 

I ou cannot refufe.— Humanity muft comply— in which hope 
beg permiffion to fubferibe myfet f. 

Reverend Sir, &c. I. S. 9 

Our Readers, few of whom, we apprehend, are unacquainted 
with Sterne’s philanthropy (that God of honeft Sancho’s ido- 
latry !) will readily anticipate the anfwer which was given to 
the foregoing Letter : but here it is : 

‘ From Mr. Sterne, to Ignatius Saacho; 

Coxwould, July 27, 1766. 

* There is a ftrange coincidence, Sancho, in the little events 
(as well as in the great ones) of this world : for I had been 
writing a tender tale of the forrows of a friendless poor 
negro-girl, and my eyes had fcarce done fmarting with it, 
when your letter of recommendation, in behalf of fo many of 
her brethren and fifters, came to me — but why her brethren P 
or yours, Sancho! anv more than mine? It is by the fineft 
tints, and moft infenuble gradations, that nature defeends 
from the faireft face about St. James’s, to the footieft com- 
plexion in Africa :«*-at which tint of thefe is it, that die tics 
of blood are to ceafe ? and how many {hades muft we defeend 
lower ftill in the fcale, ere mercy is to vanifli with them ? 
But ’tis no uncommon thing, my good Sancho, for one half 
of the world to ufe the other half of it like brutes, and 

then 
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then endeavour to make ’em fo. — I-or my own part, I never 
look we/lward, (when I am in a penfive mood ac lead) but 
1 think of the burthens which our brothers and lifters are there 
carrying, and could I cafe their (houlders from one ounce of 
them, f declare I would fet out this hour upon a pilgrimage 
to Mecca for their fakes — which by the bye, „Sancho, ex- 
ceeds your walk of ten miles in about the fame proportion 
that a vifit of humanity (hould one of mere form. — ‘How- 
ever, if you meant my Uncle Toby more he is your debtor.-r- 
If I can weave the tale I have wrote into the work 1 am 
about— ’tis at the fervice of the afflidted — and a much greater 
matter ; for in ferious truth, it calls a fad (hade upon the world, 
that fo great a part of it are, and have been fo long bound in 
chains of darknefs, and in chains of mifery 5 and I cannot 
but both refpedl and felicitate you, that by 1 q much laudable 
diligence you have broke the pne — and that by falling into the 
hands of fo good and merciful a family, Providence has re- 
futed you from the other. 

4 And fo good-hearted S.ancho adieu ! and believe me I will 
not forget your letter. Yours, L. Sterne.’ 

This hpaeft African genius, we are informed, is at this 
time, by the permiifion of Heaven, earning a fubftftance by 
'keeping a little (hop fomewhere in Weft minder ! 

The Letter which concludes the feries, is poffibly the laft* 
that Sterne lived to write ; and we give ft to our Readers as 
the lajl (epiftolary) words rf poor Yorick : 

4 To Mrs. J — — . 


Tnefd.ay. 

€ Your poor friend is fcarce able to write-^-he has been at 
death’s door this week with a pleurify — I was bled three times 
on Thurfday, and blifter'd on Friday — The phyfician fays I 
am better — God knows, for I feel myfclf fadly wrong, and 
IbaU, if I recover, be a long while of gaining ftrength. — Be- 
fore I have gone thro’ half this letter, I muft ftop to reft my 

weak hands above a dozen times. — Mr. J was fo good 

to call upon me yefterday. 1 felt emotions not to be de- 
feribed at the fight of him, and he overjoy’d me by talking a 

great deal of you. — Do, dear Mrs. J , entreat him to 

come to-morrow, or next day, for perhaps I have not many 
days, or hours, to live— I want to a(k a favour of him, if I 
find myfelf worfe— that I (hail beg of you, if in this wreft- 
ling 1 come ofF conqueror — my (pints are fled — ’tis a bad 
omen — do not weep, my dear Lady — your tears are too precious 
to (hed for me — bottle them up, and may the cork never be 
drawn.— Deareft,kindeft, gentleft,and beft of women! may health, 
peace, and happinefs prove your handmaids . — if I die, che* 
nib the remembrance of me, and forget the follies which you 

fo 
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fo often condemned — w&ch my heart, not my head betray’d 
me into. Should my child, my Lydia want a mother, may 
I hope you will (if (he is left parentlefs) take her to your 
bofom ? — You are the only woman on earth I can depend 
upon for fuch a benevolent a&ion. — I wrote to her a fort- 
night ago, and told her what I truft (he will find in you.— 
Mr. J— will be a father to her — he will proted her from 
every infult, for he wears a fword which he has ferved his 
country with, and which he would know how to draw out of 
the fcabbard in defence of innocence — Commend me to him— 
as I now commend you to that Being who takes under his 
care the good and kind part of the world— —Adieu — all 

grateful thanks to you and Mr. J .Your poor affectionate 

friend, L. Stbrne.* 

There is no date to the foregoing Letter, but we imagine 
it muff have been written within a day or two of his death. 

At the clofe of his third volume, we find a droll paper en- 
titled An Impromptu ; and another of fifteen pages, flyled a 
Fragment. It is fomewhat in the manner of Rabelais \ but is 
too senigmatical to be underftood without a bey. 

As we concluded the former part of this article, with Mr* 
Garrick’s epitaph on Mr. Sterne, we (hall, in like manner, 
take leave, for the prefent, of this lingular genius, with a 
• tranfeript of fome very pretty, though incorreCt verfes pre- 
fixed to thefe Letters, and faid to have been written by way' 
of (< Character and Eulogium of Sterne and bis writings, 
in a familiar epiftle from a gentleman in Ireland, to his 
friend — in 17^9.” 

‘ What trifle comes next ?— -Sparc the cenfure, my friend, 
This letter’s no more from beginning to end : 

Yet, when yoaconfider (your laughter, pray ftifle) 

The advantage, the importance, the ufe of a trifle ; 

When yon think too befide— and there’s nothing more clear— 
Thar pence compofe millions, and moments the year. 

You farely will grant me, nor think that I jeft. 

That life’s but a feries of trifles at belt. 

‘ How wildly digrefflve ! yet could I, O Sterne, 

Digrefs with thy (kill, with thy freedom return ! 

The vain wifli I reprefs— Poor Yorjck ! no more 
Shall thy mirth and thy jefts “ fet the table on a roar 
No more tby fad tale, with fimplicity told, 

O’er each feeling bread its ftrong influence hold, 

From the wife and the brave call forth fympathy’s figh. 

Or fwell with fweet anguilh humanity's eye : 

Here and there in the page if a blemiih appear, 

(And what page, or what life, from a blemiih is clear ?) 

Trim and Toby with foft interceflion attend; 

Le Fe vre intreats you to pardon his friend ; 

Haria 
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Mama too pleads, for her favourite diftrefs’d. 

As you feel for her forrows, O grant her requeft : 

Shou’d thefe advocates fail, I’ve another to call. 

One tear of his Monk (hall obliterate all. 

Favour’d ptpil of Nature and Fancy, of yore. 

Whom from Humour’s embrace fwCet Philanthropy bore. 

While the Graces and Loves fcatter flow’rs on thy urn. 

And Wit weeps the blo/Tom too haftily torn ; 

This meed too, kind fpirit, unoffended receive 
From a youth next to Shakespeare’* who honours thy grave !’ 


Art. VII. Arcbatologia ; or mi/celUmeous Trads relating to Antiquity, 
Publiihed by the Society of Antiquaries of London. Vol. III. 
4to. 19 s. Boards. Whifton, &c. 1779. 

I N the review of this volume, which confifts of forty four 
articles, we {hall purfue our former method * j enumerating 
the fubjeds, and giving a more particular account of fuch pa- 
pers as appear to be particularly curious or interefting. 

The feven firft numbers treat on ancient horns of different 
kinds, but more particularly as they were ufed, among other 
purpofes, for transferring inheritances. Thefe horns are faid 
to have been of four forts, viz. thofe ufed in drinking, in 
bunting, in fummoning the people, and thofe of a mixed kind. 
Mr. Pegge prefents us with general obfervations on the horn- 
as a charter, and with a particular account of a horn In the 
pofieffion of Mr. Samuel Foxlowe of Stavely, who, in virtue 
of this inftrument (which was of the fummoning kind), enjoys 
the offices of feodary or bailiff in fee, efcheator, coroner, and 
clerk of the market of the honour of T utbury ; but the fecond 
of thefe pods is in a manner obfolete. 

The Pufey horn, now in the poffeffion of Mrs. Jane Allen, 

of Pufey, Berks, (ifter of the late Pufey, Efq; is ftill 

more ancient and curious than the. former. Bcfide the filver- 
gilt rims and a broad ring in the middle, it is neatly mounted 
on two hounds feet, which fupport the whole. An infcription 
{hews that the manor of Pufey was given to the anceftors of the 
Pufey family, by the Danifli king, Canute: we are told that 
Charles Pufey produced this horn in court before Lord Chan- 
cellor Jefferies, when it was admitted and proved to be the 
identical horn by which, as by a charter, Canute had conveyed 
the manor of Pufey 700 years before. It appears to have been 
originally intended for the purpofes of hunting ; but as a hound’s 
head of lilver gilt is made to ferew in as a (topper at the (mail 
end, it is fuppofed to have been alfo a drinking horn. 


# For an account of the firft and fecond volumes of this work, and 
of the Society itfelf, fee the 43d and 49th voli . of this Review. 

5 The 


Digitized by CjOOQ ie 



414 Arcbatologia . Vol. Ilf* 

The Borftall horn falls next under notice, as the title by 
which one Nigel, a huntfman, held feme land, together with 
the cuftody of the foreft of Bern wood in Bucks, This Nigel 
had killed a wild boar which infefted Bernwood, and prefented 
its head to Edward the Copfeflor, who rewarded him with the 
above eftate, to hold to him and his heirs per unum cornu , quod 
eft chat t a predifi a forejla . Upon this land Nigel built a man- 
lion houle, called Boreftall, in memory of the flain boar. 

No. 4, gives an account of a horn prefented about the year 
1347, to the Gild of Corpus Chrifti, the original founders of 
the college which bears that name, where this curtous piece of 
antiquity is now / prefer ved* 

The following article confifts merely of an extra& from the 
will of Thomas Earl of Ormond, dated July 31, 1515, by which 
he difpofes of a 4 lytle whyte borne of ivory , garn\Jhed at both 
t bends with gold 9 idc. whi<b 9 he fays, wae myn auncejlon at fyrft 
time they were called to honour .* 

Certain charter horns in the cathedral of Carlifle are next 
hriefly defcribed by Bilhop Lyttleton. Thefe horns prove to be 
the teeth of fome very large fea-filh given by King Henry I. to 
the prior and convent of Carlifle, when he granted them tythes 
of fome lands within the foreft of Inglewood, to be held per 
quoddam cornu eborneum • 

The moft ornamental piece of antiquity of the above kind it 
the property of the Right Hon, Thomas Lord Bruce. It is an 
elephant’s tufli, converted to the ufe of an horn, fuppofed to 
have delcended to the prefent noble pofleflor through the Sey* 
mours, by an alliance of this latter family with that of the 
Efturmysj 4 which family, Mr. Camden obferves, had been, 
ever fince the reign of Henry the Second hereditary bailiffs and 
keepers of the neighbouring foreft of Savernake, in memorv 
whereof their great hunting horn, tipped with diver, is ftill 
preferved by the Seymours/ However, the defeent of this horn 
appears to be a matter of uncertainty and debate. Its embel- 
lifhments are various and remarkable, of which a particular 
description is given in the difiertation, and in the engravings. 
Indeed, the prints annexed to the above articles feem to be 
executed with fuch exa&nefs and beauty, that the Reader would 
hardly form a clearer idea of the fubjeds from viewing the ori- 
ginals ; poffibly he might be rather difappointed at finding them 
inferior to the elegance of the engravings. 

The Hon. Daines Barrington furnilhes the next article, in 
which are defcribed twomufical inftruments ufed in Wales, the 
firft is called Crwth or Cruth % and feems to have been the ori- - 
gin of the violin, which was not commonly known in England 
till the reign of Charles I. Mr* Barrington was the more fe- 
licitous 
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licitous to prefcrve the knowledge of it, as it Is now perbap* 
on the point of being entirely loft, fince there is but one per- 
son, John Morgan of Newburgh in the ifle of Anglefey, who 
can play cm it, and he is fifty- nine years of age. The other 
rude noufical inftrument is called a Pibcorn ; 4 As the name* 
fays our Author, fignifies the born-pipe, 1 have little doubt but 
that the mufical movement which is thus called to this day, was 
originally made for dances whjch were performed to this in* 
ftrument/ 

In the two next diflertations we have an inquiry into the an- 
tiquity of horfe-fhoes. Charles Rogers, Efq; gives fome gene* 
ral account of the fubjed, which Mr. Pegge treats more largely, 
in order to prove that 4 the (hoeing of hoFfes was very far from 
being a general praftice among the ancients.’ 

Articles 11 and 12, contain a difcuffion of the queftion, 
* Whether England formerly produced any wine from grapes ?* 
Something on this fubjell has before appeared in the Archaeo- 
logia, and has been controverted, Mr. Pegge, with learning 
and ingenuity, labours to eftablifli the affirmative part of the 
queftion, which he thinks he has clearly proved. Mr. Bar-* 
rington, in a long diiTertatiofi, oppofcs Mr, Pegge, and appear! 
to have the beft fide of the argument- Much depends, in this 
difpute, on the fenfe on which the words vinum i vines, kc. 
are ufcd; Mr. Barrington contends that vinca , though it ori* 
ginally fignifies a vineyard, was indifferently applied afterwards 
to mean a garden, orchard, or any fmall tnclofure near a houfe 
for the growth of fruit trees. On the whole, we muff con- 
clude with this Gentleman-, that as, 4 in the time of Agrtcola, 
our climate was not deemed fuffieiently Warm for the cultiva- 
tion of vines, thofe who contend that we have had a more be- 
nign temperature in any intermediate period, fhould be able 
to fupport their opinion by proofs abfolutely irrefragable/ 

Governor Pownal prefents us with fome entertaining and 
judicious remarks on the boundary (lone of Cray land abbey. 
Dr. Stukeley’s account of it is very (hort, and Mr. Camden’s 
tranflators of the infcription have evidently miftaken its mean- 
ing, therefore the Governor fubjoins the a&ual hiftory of this 
monument from Ingulphus, which proves to be its beft inter- 
preter, He obferves that * this monument is perhaps a lingu- 
lar inftance of any fuch remaining for eight hundred and 
twenty-five years in the fame date and fituation ; the record 
of its being fo placed continuing and exifting at the fame time/ 
However, it appears that a part of the infcription is loft, and 
it is curious to obferve that the term (AIO) with which it 
How begins, has been fuppofed by fome to be a Latin word, 
and accordingly rendered (I fay) but it proves to be a proper 
name, the name of one of the five brothers who wefe inftru- 
3 mental 
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mental in reftoring the monaftery at a lime when it was greatly 
reduced. This may ferve as a hint to antiquaries not to be 
too fanguine or precipitate in their conjectures. 

Mr. Pegge’s remarks on Belatucader conftitute the 14th ar- 
ticle. Bifhep Lyttleton and Profeffor Ward fuppofed him tea 
have been a local deity, as do moft others, but with a refer- 
ence to Apollo, who was worfhipped, as they obferve, by the 
Druids *. Mr. Pegge, with his ufual ingenuity, contends 
that 4 it is highly abfurd, to look out for any other deity in 
Belatucardus but the god Mars.’ He acknowledges that he 
was a local deity, peculiar in this ifland to the Brigantes, but 
aflerts him to be equivalent to Mars, and to have been in- 
verted with the fame powers a9 that god, and not to have the 
lead concern with Apollo, or any relation to him. 

The fubje& of the De a matra is curious and difficult. It 
is here defcanted on by Mr. Gough, but as an account of the 
different opinions, &c. concerning them would rather exceed 
our limits, we mud pafs to the 16th number, which confifts of, 
Obfervations in a Tour through Sduth Wales, Shropshire, &c. 
by Owen Salufbury Brereton, Efq; from which we (hall only 
infert one paragraph as fomewhat amufing, almod lamenting 
at the fame time that this remain of antiquity is now de- 
ftroyed. 4 A few miles (he fays) north-eadward from Bridge* 
north, I vifited the very ancient manfion of one of the oldeft 
families in England, the Gatacres of Gatacre; the walls of 
which were very particular, on account of their being built of 
a dark-grey free done, coated with a green vitrified fubftance 
about the thicknefs of a crown piece, a moft effectual prefer* 
vative againft all bad weather. The hall was nearly an exaft 
fquarc, and truly remarkably conftruCted. At each corner, 
and in the middle of each fide, and in the center, was an im- 
menfe oak tree, hewed nearly fquare, and without branches, fet 
with their heads on large ftones, laid about a foot deep in the 
ground, and with their roots uppermoft, which robts, with a 
few rafters, formed a complete arched roof : the floor was of 
oak boards three inches thick, not fawed, but plainly chipped. 
The whole, I hear, is entirely pulled down fince I faw it/ 

Mr. Gough's obfervations on fome Roman altars, found in 
Auguft 1771, bear Graham's Dyke, form a very good article. 
Thefe altars are four in number, of different heights, from 
three feet to two feet feven inches, with legible inferiptions on 
each, and each of them is faid to prefent us with fome peculia- 
rity unknown in the fyftem of Roman inferiptions in Britain* 
The name of the dedicator, M \ Cocceius Firmus , is entirely new 
among us : Mr. Gough apprehends thefe altars to have been 


# Archaeok>g : I. p. 308. 


tit; 


Digitized by LiOOQle 




Atchaeologta . Vol. III. 417 

the furniture of his Lararium , or of the public temple of the 
fort, perhaps ereded by him, and wl^ch appears to have been 
dedicated to no Tefs than eight deities. The fourth altar, Mr. 
Gough fays, is perhaps the greateft curiofity, and the mo ft 
intercfting to us* Genii Terra Britannica is peculiar to this 
place, and the only inftancc in which the name of our ijland is 
to be found in the many infer ip lions prefer ved among us. Fir- 
mus , in the true fpirit of his country, endeavours to make all the 
deities, both of his own and foreign nations, propitious to 
him; and after joining the reft together, not excepting Jupiter 
himfclf, confecrates one altar entirely to the genius of our ifle. 

We next meet with a memoir, by the Rev. Mr. Pegge,- con- 
cerning the Sac* Friars,' or Fratres de pcenitentia Jefu Cbrijii, 
This is followed by a Jong memoir on Cock-fighting ; wherein 
the antiquity 0/ it, as a paftime, is examined and ftated; fome 
errors of the moderns concerning it are corrected, and the re- 
tention of it among Chriftians is ahfolutely condemned and 
proscribed : this is alfo written by Mr. Pegge. He fyppofes 
the pradice to have been introduced among the Greeks by 
Themiftocles, who when leading the Athenian army againft: 
the Perfians, attended to fome cocks fighting, and, flopping his 
troops, obferved to them, that thofe animals fought not for the 
gods of their country, nor for the monuments of their ancef- 
tors, nor for glory, nor for freedom, nor for their children, but 
for the fake of vidory ; and from this topic he endeavoured 
to infpirit his* foldicrs : from this time an anniveifary cock- 
fighting is faid to been appointed by Themiftocles, who had 
gained the vidory, and defired in this manner to commemorate 
it, and excite a fpirit of valour among the Athenians. From 
the Grecians it palled to the Romans, though Mr. Pegge fup- 
pofes that the latter uled quails jn fighting rather than cocks. 

4 The cock, he adds, was in Britain before Csefar's arrival, 
but no notice of his fighting has occurred to me earlier than the 
time of William Fitz-Stephen, who wrote the life of Arch- 
bifhop Becket, fome time in the reign of Henry 11 / Mr. 
Pegge, with juft fe verity, cenfures the pradice, and inveighs 
againft its barbarity : but notwithftanding all that he, or, per- 
haps, an angel from heaven could fay on the fubjed, it is ftili 
probable there will be found a fet of barbarians who will fup- 
port and continue the pradice. We wonder that he has not 
added fomewhat on the cuftom of throwing at cocks, a diver- 
iion equally cruel, unchriftian, and deteftable. 

In the. 2Cth article Mr. Pegge illuftrates an infeription in ho- 
nour of Serapis, on a ftone found in digging a cellar at York, 
at a place called the Friar's Garden, one of the highejft parts 
of the city : it was difeovered in Auguft 1770* 

Ret. Nov. 1775* v F f No. 
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No. 21 confifts of extra&s front a MS. dated 44 apud Eltbam, 
mmft Jan . 22, ifo». VIII.” Communicated ro the Society by 
Mr. Brereton abovementioned. The MS. is'cntitl’d, 44 Arti- 
cle* devifed by his Royal Highnefs *, with Advice of his Coun- 
cil, for the Eftabliihment of good Order and Reformation of 
ftindry Errors and Mifufes in his Houfehold and Chambers/* 
Among other orders in this MS. one is, 4 Dinner to be at ten, 
and tapper at four/ How different this from prefent cuftom ! 
As U alfo the following : 4 The Queen's maids of honour to 
have a chet loaf, a mancher, a gallon of ale, and a chine of 
beef for their breakfaft/ Other directions are : 4 The proper 
officers between fix and feven o’clock every morning to make 
the fire in and flrenv his Highnefs’s privy chamber : Coal only 
allowed to the King's,, Queen's, and Lady Mary’s chambers : 
Injundion to the brewer not to put hops or brimftone into the 
ale/ Among fowl for the tables are crocards, winders, run- 
ners, grows, and peions, but neither turky, or Guiney fowl. 
Among the fifties is a porpoife, and if it is too big for a horfe 
load, a further allowance is made for it to the purveyor. 

The following article, by Mr. John Reinhold Forfter, con- 
tains obfervations on the Parthian epochas found on a coin in 
the Imperial cabinet at Vienna, publifhed by Father Erafmua 
Froelich, in his Eiementa Numifmatica , tab. xiv. n. 6. From 
the ancient filver medal abovementioned, Mr. Forfter derives a 
new and powerful argument to confirm the common opinion, 
that the Parthian aera, on the medals of the Parthian kings, 
began in the year 256 before Chrift, and the 498th of Rome. 

No. 23 is a diflertation on a fingular coin of Nerva, in a 
letter to Matthew Duane, Efq; from the Rev. Mr. Afhby, 
Prefident of St. John’s College, Cambridge. This coin, of 
middle bronze, was found in Mr. Wegg’s garden at Colcfcefter, 
and feems to have, in this Writer’s account, every kind of me- 
rit to recommend it $ it is probably an unique, and unpublilbed 
hitherto, as nothing like it occurs in the books that have been 
turned over in hopes of gaining information. Its fingularity con- 
fifts in having the figure of Neptune on the reverfe, with an 
infcription fignifying its dedication to him, as having inftituted 
the Circcnfian games. No deity of the higher order is faid to 
appear fo feldom on Imperial coins ftruck at Rome, as Nep- 
tune; and more than this, the legend which would fuit every 
Emperor that went before or foeceeded Nerva, feems to be un- 
luckily applied to him, becaufe it difagrees wi;h the teftimony 
of Dion, who tells us exprefsly that Nerva lefiened the expences, 
and confequently the magnificence, of thefe chariot games, out 

* The title cf Majefty was not then given to our Kings. 
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Of confideration for the magiftrates who were obliged to give 
them, in virtue of their offices, which had occafioned great 
hardfhips to tbofe whofe birth and merit entitled them to the 
higheft employments in the (late. The infcription admits of 
much criticifm, and is confidered with great learning by Mr. 
Afhby, who inclines to fuppofe that a flatue might be ereded 
in honour of Neptune, and a few coins (truck, having the (ta~ 
tue and infcription on the reverfe, as a cheap mark of religious 
refpeCt, indead of expenfive annual games. Hereby it was pro- 
vided to obviate any fufpicion that the (hows were reduced 
through any want of religion $ and Mr. Afhby adds, this wcil- 
judged kindnefs of a good emperor to his fubje&s deferved to be 
thus indirectly celebrated by the fenate. 

[To be concluded in our next.] 


As T. VIII. Devotional Pieces 9 compiled from the Pfatms and the Book 
of Job. To nvbich are prefixed \ Thoughts on the devotional Tafie t on 
iieds y and on Eftablijbments. By Mrs. Barbauld (late Mtfs Aikin) 
12 (do. 2s. 6 d. lewed. Johnfon. 1775. 

D Evotion, confidered as the natural expreffion of religious 
emotions, is a fubje& which hath feldom been treated 
with philofophical precifion. It has generally fallen into the 
hands either of illiterate zealots, who indulge their feelings 
without knowing or inquiring from whence they proceed, or of 
tender and feeble fpirits, who have been better able to exprefs 
their devotional fentiments in the foft language of love, than 
to explain their nature, and inveftigate their origin. Among 
philosophers it has been ufual to regard the exercife of the affec- 
tions in religious duties as a mark of a weak and unimproved 
mind ; and to confider religion rather as adapted to furniOi ge- 
neral principles of a&ion, and form a fettled habit and cha- 
racter, than as a proper fubjeCt of emotions and paffions. Per- 
haps this may have arifen from obferving the vulgar and dif- 
gufting, or the ridiculous and childi(h appearances which devo- 
tion has affumed among the fuperltitious and the enthul&a(lic t 
more than from any accurate examination of the natural in- 
fluence of religious principles and ideas on the human mind. 

The Author of the thoughts prefixed to thefe Devotional 
Pieces, clearly of opinion that this is the cafe, and defirous to • 
remove the difgrace which enthuiiafm in its feveral forms ha* 
brought upon true devotion, hath employed her able and maf- 
tcrly pen to (how, that a devotional fpirit is not beneath the 
attention of the moft cultivated and philofophical fpirits, or in 
the expreffive words which (he has chofen for the mottb of 
her work, that 

Praift is devotion fit for mighty minds. 
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The leading idea in thefe obfervations is, that <c devotion^ 
may properly be confidered as an affair of fentiment and feel- 
ing, having its feat in the imagination and paffions; and that 
it hath its fource in that relifh for the fublime,* the vaft, and 
the beautiful, by which we tafle the charms of poetry, and 
other compositions that addrefs our finer feelings $ rendered 
more lively and interefting by a fenfe of gratitude for pcrfonal 
benefits." And confidering an inclination to indulge thefe per- 
ceptions and feelings, as fimilar to that which men difeover 
towards other fources of elegant pleafure, and to which it has 
been ufual to appropriate the term, the Author not im- 

properly adopts this term, and calls a difpofition to indulge re- 
ligious emotions, and affeflions, a devotional tafte. 

With her ufual originality of conception and elegance of 
expreffion, fhe has traced out the caufes of the decay of this 
devotional tafte ; and fhown, that the feelings of devotion are 
reftrained, by indulging a habit of difputing on religious fub- 
jefls ; by conceiving of the deity in too abftra&ed a manner, 
and dwelling only on the great and extenfive views of Nature 
and Providence \ by being too fcrupuloufly attentive to philofo- 
phical accuracy in the public exercifes of religion ; by adopt- 
ing a ludicrous ftyle in fpeaking on religious fubjedts, or ridi- 
culing thofe whole hearts are giving way to honed emotions 
and laftly, by being too fearful of fuperftition. Our Readers 
will be pieafed to fee the manner in which this juftly admired 
Writer exprefies herfelf on the laft of thefe particulars : 

4 It (hews great ignorance of the human heart, and the 
fprings by which its piflions are moved, to negledt taking ad- 
vantage of the impreffion which particular circumftances, times* 
and leafons, naturally make upon the mind. The root of all 
fuperftition is the principle of the afTociation of ideas, by which 
objevfts naturally indifferent become dear and venerable, through 
their cQnne&ion with interefting ones. It is true, this prin- 
ciple has been much abufed : it has given rife to pilgrimages 
innumerable, worftiip of relics, and priedly power. But let 
us not Carry our ideas of purity and fimplicity fo far, as to 
negledl it entirely. Superior natures, it is poflible, may be 
equally affected with the fame truths at all times, and in alL 
# places j but we are not fo made. Half the pleafares of elegant 
minds are derived from this fource. Even the enjoyments of 
fenfe without it would lofe much of their attra&ion. Who 
does not enter into the fentiment of the poet, in that paflage fo 
full of nature and truth : 

“ He that outlives this hour and comes fafe home. 

Shall Itand on tiptoe when this day is named. 

And roufe him at the name ofCrifpian ; 
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He that outlives this day and fees old age 9 
Will yearly on the vigil feaft his neighbours. 

And fay, To morrow is St. Crifpian. ’ 

But were not the benefits of the vi&ory equally apparent on any 
other day of the year ? Why commemorate the anniverfar.y with 
fuch diftinguifhed regard ? Thofe who can afk fuch a queftion, 
have never attended to fome of the ftrongeft infiineb in our nature. 
Yet it has lately been the falhion, amongft thofe who call them- 
ftives rational Chriftians, to treat as puerile, all attentions of 
this nature when relative to religion. They would 
Kifs with pious lips the facred earth 
Which gave a Hampden or a Ruffcl birth. 

They will vifit the banks of Avon with all the devotion of en- 
thufiaftic zeal ; celebrate the birth-day of the hero and the pa- 
triot ; and yet pour contempt upon the man who fufFers him- 
felf to be warmed by fimilar circumftances relating to his maf- 
ter, or the conne&ion of fentiments of peculiar reverence with 
times, places, and men which have been appropriated to the 
fervice of religion. A wife preacher will not, from a faftidious 
refinement, difdain to affeft his hearers from the feafon of the 
year, the anniversary of a national blcfling, a remarkable cfcape 
from danger, or, in fhort, any incident that is fufficicntly 
guarded, and far enough removed from what is trivial, to be 
out of danger of becoming ludicrous.’ 

The analogy which our Author points out between devotion 
and 4 that fanciful and elevated kind of love which defends not 
upon the fenfes/ may .perhaps be juft; but, confidering the 
indecent language which has formerly been ufed upon chefe 
fubje&s, and the apparent tendency which there is in mankind 
to an improper affociation of the ideas of devotion and love, ' 
it may be queftioned whether it would not be, on the whole, 
eligible to keep this refemblance out of fight. 

In the fecond part of this introductory eflav, the Auihor pro- 
ceeds to give her Thoughts on Seds and Eftablifhments : and 
.it yrill be evident to all her readers that they are the thoughts, 
not of a contraded and bigotted fpirit, blindly attached to a 
party x and determined, at all events to fupport its credit, but 
of an enlarged and independent mind, capable of comprehend- 
ing the moil extenfive views, and of tracing the pail and pre- 
sent appearances in the moral and religious Rate of mankind to 
their true fourccs. The account which fuch a philosophical 
fpedator will give of men and things, may not perhaps agree with 
the preconceived opinions of bigots in any party, and may pof- 
fibly incur their cenfure ; but, neverthelefs, it bids fair to be 
on the whole agreeable to truth, and will command attention 
and regard. — In the feveral ftages of religious fefts, and in all 
religious eftablifhments, cur Author obferves fi;me things de- 
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fcrving of commendation, and feme things which merit cen«r 
fare : and (he paints the peculiar advantages and defeds of each v 
with a boldnefs of defign and colouring worthy of her pencil* 
She clofcs the defcription with the fallowing refledion, Si which 
are mod happily united, liberality of fentioient, (Irength of 
conception, and elegance of expreflion. 

4 Thus we have feen that different modes of religion, though 
they bear little good-wHl to each other, are neverthelefs mu- 
tually ufeful. Perhaps there is jiot an eftablifhment fo corrupt, 
as not to make the grofs of mankind better than they would be 
without it. Perhaps there is not a fed fo eccentric, but that 
jt has fet fome one truth in the ftrongeft light, or carried fome 
one virtue, before negleded, to its utmoft height, or loofened 
fome obftinate and long rooted prejudice. They anfwer their 
end ; they die away $ others fpring up, and take their place. 
So the purer part of the element, continually drawn off from 
the mighty mafe of waters, forms rivers, which running in va- 
rious directions, fertilize large countries ; yet, always tending 
toward the ocean, every acccflion to their bulk or grandeur but 
precipitates their courfc, and haftens their re-union with the 
common refervoir from which they were feparated. 

4 In the mean time, the devout heart always finds affociates 
fuitabie to its difpofitipn, and the particular call of its virtues ; 
while the continual flux and reflux of opinions prevents the ac- 
tive principles from ftagnating. There is an analogy between 
things material and immaterial. As from fome late experiments 
in philofopby it has been found, that the procefs of vegetation 
reftores and purifies vitiated air; fo docs that moral and politi- 
cal ferment which accompanies the growth of new feds, comr 
municate a kind of fpirit and elaiticity neceffary to the vigour 
and health of the foul, but foon loft amidft the corrupted breath 
of an indiferiminate multitude.” 

With refped to the Devotional Pieces, the Reader will form 
fhe beft judgment of their nature and defign frqm the Compir 
ler’s own account. Speaking of the Pfalms of David, fhe fays ; 

4 Such pieces are certainly proper not only to be read as'Com- 
pofitions, but fo be ufed as ads of devotion, either in private, 
pr in public and focjal worfhip. But pnhappily, the very great 
mixture there i$ in thefe divine odes, renders them unfit for 
fither of thefe purpofes. We cannot enter into all the fixa- 
tions, and it would not be fafe to adopt all the fentiments of 
their Author ; for the royal Poet had ftrong paffions, and wa$ 
ycry fenfible to refentment, as well as to gratitude. Nor is 
this inconvenience fufficiently obviated by ufxng only chofen 
pieces $ for it is not eafy, on the fudden, to make a felcdion : 
an4 belides, there are in the fineft Pfalms exceptionable paf- 

fages, and in the moft improper ones fome yerfes too beautiful 
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to be loft. It wa« hoped, therefore, that it might be of fervice 
to the caufe of religion, to make a colle&ion of the kind now. 
offered to the Public. In this colledion, all the Pfalms which 
would bear it are given entire $ others, where the conne&ed 
fenfe could be preferved with fuch an omiffion, have only the 
exceptionable parts left out $ and a third clafs is formed of fc- 
parate paflages fcattered through feveral pieces, which are at* 
tempted to be formed into regular and diftinA odes. With 
regard to their fubjeAs, they may be divided into moral, devo- 
tional, and occafional. Amongft the .occafional ones but few 
have been admitted. The devotional may be fubdivided into 
Pfalms of Praife, Penitence* and Prayer. Moft of the pro- 
phetic pieces are excluded, as not properly entering into the 
idea of worfhip. The Book of Job, being fo fimilar in ftyle, 
has been taken into the fcheme. 

Before we take our leave of this ingenious produAion, the 
Author will pardon us if we exprefs a wifh that (he would no$ 
fuffer herfelf to be fo enamoured of David's harp, as entirely to 
lay afide her own charming lyre. 

Art. IX. Sermons on foetal Life. By William Wood, ltmo, 

3 s. bound. Johnfou. 1775. 

T HERE is no fpecies of compofition which has under- 
gone a greater change within the prefent century, than 
Sermons. Inftead of being as formerly, loaded with the te- 
dious difeuffion of theological controverts, cloathed with a 
peculiar fet of words and phrafes, frittered out into endlefs dt- 
vifions and fubdivifions, and protraAed to a tirefome length * 
they now treat of the plain duties of motality and religion 
with pcrfpicuity and concifenefs, and with thofe ornaments of 
compofition which blend agreeable entertainment with folid 
inftruAion. Our modern preachers venture into the walks of 
focial life with much greater freedom than their predeceffors 1 
and dwell upon the particulars of moral conduA, with a mi- 
nutenefs of detail, which in former ages would have been deemed 
a violation of the dignity of the pulpit. 

Zealots of every order will doubtlefs difapprove of this (train 
of preaching : but thofe who confider religious inftitutions as 
deriving their chief importance from their influence on the 
manners of individuals, and the national character, will efteem 
the revolution which has gradually taken place in the mode of 
preaching, a real improvement. If due care be taken to avoid 
that affcAation of ornament, thofe attempts at wit and hu- 
mour, and that vulgar familiarity, which are all equally incon- 
fiftent with the gravity proper to pulpitdifcourfes * the preach- 
er will never lofe any (bare of his dignity or ufefulnefe, by 
t« cotping home to men’s bufinefs and bofoma.” 
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We have been led into thefe reflections by perilling the dif- 
courfes now before us; in which feveral important topics of 
morality are difeuffed, in a manner, which will probably lead 
thofe who are fond of ancient f) (terns and forms, to throw 
them by, under the degrading appellation of light moral ejfays 9 
but which, in our opinion entitle the Author to the character 
of a ufeful and elegant preacher. 

Thefe difeourfes are not indeed highly oratorical or pathetic ; 
but they abound with manly fentiments and judicious obser- 
vations, ^xpreffed in eafy, perfpicuous, and Spirited language : 
they place feveral common topics of morality in a new light, 
and treat of feveral not ufually difeufled from the pulpit: 
among thefe latter are, courtefy , fympathetic joy , religious ccnver - 
fat ion, the excefs of good nature , and fuch faults as on account cf 
their Juppofcd minutenefs are generally overlooked . The remaining 
fubjeCts are, general benevolence , mutual edification , univerfal fym - 
pQthy , compajfiorty truths the fear of man . 

Thefe difeourfes will, in our opinion, obtain the Author a 
degree of reputation among fuch readers as he would chiefly 
wifh to plcafe, which will be fufficient to preferve him from 
the neceffity of having recourfe to the reflexion which, he 
fays, would confole him, if his well meant attempts (hould 
be found unequal to his withes; 44 that his works may not be 
totally ufclefs, when they filently flea! 

in *vi(um pendent cm thus et cdoret 

The following extra# from the Sermon on univerfal fympa - 
tby will give our Readers an idea of this Writer’s flyle and 
manner of thinking : 

4 This amiable habit of univerfal Sympathy, will incline us 
to form a charitable judgment, concerning the general conduCt 
of our brethren. The nature of an aCtion frequently depends 
on a little, and almoft imperceptible circumftance. A fmall 
variation in the connexions, relations, and dependencies of an 
agent, will produce a great change in his general duty. A 
courfe of condu#, which is perfectly right in one fituation, 
will be imprudent, vicious, or abfolutely impracticable in ano- 
ther. It is neceffary, therefore, to be well acquainted with a 
man’s circuraflances and relations, before we can pronoi^pco 
a decifive opinion on his conduCt and character. The judg- 
ment, which we form from a knowledge of the part, will 
often be entirely changed, by an intimate knowledge of the 
whole. The aCtions, which at firft appeared wrong, will af- 
fume a different form, and extort our approbation ; thofe, 
which appeared doubtful, will become clear and evident; thofe, 
•which appeared mixed, will be found to be altogether juft j 
and thofe,, which appeared imperfect io their character, will 
feem to our better informed underftanding, as complete as 
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their various circumdances would admit. We (hall often be 
convinced, that we ought not entirely to condemn, where we 
find it impoffiblc to beftow the full tribute of praife : many al- 
leviating particulars will arife, in confequence of a nearer 
and impartial furvey ; and, by the proper exercife of the fym- 
pathizing habit, which is the fubjed of the prefent difcourfe, 
wc {hall be inclined to freely forgive, though we cannot, per*r 
haps, wholly acquit. For when we make the cafe our own — 
when we enter into the feelings of the agent — confider the 
fentiments that are naturally produced by his particular fitua- 
tion— recoiled the temptations to which human nature is liable 
—and carefully weigh the difficulty of paying the exad re- 
gard which is due to every circumdance, we (hall find our 
inclination to cenfure fupprefled—our own hearts will fuggeft 
the mod favourable conftrudion— the veil of fympathetic com- 
panion will cover every imperfedion. 

* But let us confider the fubjed in a more particular light, 
and endeavour to bring it home to our own bofoms. There are 
many c ire urn dances in our lives, which are completely known 
to no one, but ourfelves. Motives of prudence dr delicacy 
forbid their publication to the world. But though the cir- 
cumdances themfelves mud for ever remain a fecret ; the ef- 
feds which they produce, cannot be hid from the obfervation 
of mankind. We naturally wifb to obtain the approbation 
of all who are fpedators of our condud. But it is firft ne- 
ceffary to fecure the applaufe of our own hearts j we mud fol- 
low the didates of our own judgment, and purfue the courfe 
of condud, which is required by all the circumdances of our 
fituation. Of thefe the world cannot 'judge ; for, hy an un- 
avoidable neceffity, they are concealed from its view. We 
are obliged, then, to ad agreeably to our own knowledge, 
and to pay only a fubordinate regard to the opinion of others. 
And in this we are undoubtedly right. The tedimony of our 
own conferences is fuperior to every other confideration ; and 
we are furely the bed judges of our own condud. But yet we 
cannot fet the opinion of mankind at defiance-— we cannot 
willingly fudain the load of unmerited cenfure. Do we not, 
then, naturally wifh, that our neighbours will fufpend their 
judgment, make fome allowance for motives with which 
they are not acquainted ; and give a little credit to the 
jreditude of our intentions, and our fuperior knowledge 
of our own affairs ? Yes, my brethren, the wifh is natu- 
ral to us all ; and whenever it is not gratified by our fellow- 
citizens, we accufe them of injudice, and a want of charity. 
Surely then, we ought to fympathize with one another in a 
feeling which is thus omiverfal ; and if, in this refped, we do 
unto. others as we defirc them to do unto us, we ihall always 
4 b « 
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be inclined to form a favourable, or at leaft a candid judgment 
concerning the general condu& of our brethren. 

4 Farther, The Chriftian habit, which we aFe now recom- 
mending, will prevent many of thofe mifunderftandings and 
quarrels which are often produced by very trifling caufes, but 
are generally the fources of great inconveniences and mifchiefs. 

4 The difputes, which fo frequently interrupt, and (brae- 
times intirely diflolve the mod agreeable friendfhips, fcarcely 
ever arife from malignity of heart in either of the parties. Thie 
human mind is too .often the fport of caprice and ill- humour. 
Sometimes natural, and fometimes accidental caufes, will pro- 
duce in it a melancholy change, and render it ftrangdy at va* 
riance withltfelf. An indifpofition of body— an unaccountable 
depreffion of the animal fpirits— a difappointment in fome dar- 
ling purfuit, will make it fufpicious of its bed friends ; caufe 
it to behold every objc& in the mod unfavourable light $ and 
incline it to wreft every a&ion, word, and even glance of the 
eye from their natural meaning. It muft be acknowledged 
that thefe capricious humours are difagreeable and hurtful* 
and it is incumbent upon us to avoid them as much as pofltble. 
But then, as we are all, more or lefs, fubjed to thefe unrea- 
sonable fits of the fpleen — as they frequently attack us before 
we are aware— as they fometimes are fcarcely voluntary, and 
are produced by conditional rather than by moral caufes, it 
would, furely, be prudent as well as friendly, to bear one ano- 
ther’s burdens in this refped, that we may completely fulfil 
the law of Chrift. A failing to which mankind are university 
liable, mud undoubtedly require univerfal fympathy ; and when* 
ever it is wanting, we violate the golden rule of the gofpel, and 
ceafe to do unto others as we wim that they (hould do unto us. 

4 For are we not all defirous that our friends (hould make 
fome allowance for us in this refped l Do we not call upon 
them for their fympathetic companion, and plead the weakneft 
of human nature in our expufe ? The weaknefs of human na- 
ture, indeed, cannot be an excufe for an habitual indulgence 
of peevifhnefs and ill-humour. But if we wi(b that this irre* 
gular propenfity (hould be corrected and removed, it is abfo- 
lutely neceflary for us to bear with one another, and foothe 
rather than aggravate its unreafonable emotions. For there is 
an obftinacy in human nature, which is capable of being ren- 
dered the foundation of exalted virtue, as well as of aggravated 
vice. Its general defcription is an impatience of dircd oppofi- 
fion. The bed method, then, of curing the petulant mood of 
a friend, is to fubmit, for a time, to its power. And this we 
fhall be naturally inclined to do, if we enter into the feelings 
of the perfon in whom it is found, and confider, that we our- 
fdves, in the fame fituation, might poffibly be affc&cd in the 

fame 
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fame manner. And with how great advantage may we point 
out the inconvenience and folly of fuch a difpofition, when we 
have yielded a little to its force y and thereby deprived it of its 
afperity ! Indeed, this mutual fubmiffion to each other’s failings 
is riot only the neceflary confequence of a habit of univerfal 
fympathy, but it is likewife th^ grand fecret in the compo- 
lition of focial happineTs, and is the only foundation for the 
perfedion of benevolence.’ 1 


Art. X. The Scheme of Cbrijlian and Philofopbical Necefftty ajpcrted \ 
in oppofition to Mr. John Wefley*/ Trad on that Subjed , &c. By 
Auguttus Topjady, Vicar of Broad Hembary. 8vo. 3 s. boards. 
ValJance and Co. r 

T H E old controverfy concerning liberty and neceflity has 
lately been renewed ; Mr. T — avows himfelf a ftre- 
fiuous and very pofitive champion on the fide of neceflity, and 
revives thofe arguments, which were long fince urged by Spi» 
noza y Hobbes , Leibnitz, and Collins , and which have been fuffi- 
ciently anfwered by Clarke , Jackfon and others. It is fome- 
what Angular in the hiftory of this difpute, that thofe who 
profefs themfelves the friends of revelation (hould fo earneftly 
contend for a fyftem, which unbelievers have very generally 
adopted and maintained : and that the dodrine of fcripture on 
this head ibould be represented, as coinciding with and con* 
firming the joylefs notion of phyfical and moral neceflity. This 
appears the more ftrange, when we confider that the prefent 
affertors of neceflity manifeft a very vifible tendency to mate- 
rialifm. Fate and univerfal mechanifm feem to be fo nearly 
allied, that they have been ufually defended on the lame 
ground and by the fame advocates. Mr. T—y indeed admits, 
that the two component principles of man, body and foul, 
4i are not only diftind, but effentially different from each 
Other.” But it appears in the fequel of his reafoning, that 
he has no high opinion of the nature and powers of the lat- 
ter.' u An idea* he obferves, is that image, form or concep- 
tion of any thing, which the foul is imprefled with from with- 
out and he exprefsly denies, that the foul has any power 
of framing new ideas, different from or fuperior to thofe 
which are forced upon it by the bodily fenfes* “ The foul, 
Jie affirms, is in a very extenfive degree, paffive as matter 
itfelf.” On his fcheme, the limitation with which he guards 
this aflercion is needlefs and futile. He concludes, from the 
dependence of the foul on the body and of the body on other 
external beings, (C That neither the immanent, nor the tran- 
fcient ads of man (i. e. neither his mental nor his outward 
operations) are felf-determined 5 but, on the contrary, deter- 
mined by the views with which an infinity of furrounding ob- 
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jeCts neceffarily , and almoft inceffantly, imprefs his intellect/* 
The volitions of the foul depend on its ideas ; thcfe are the 
offspring of fenfation, and our fenfes itr receive their irrpreffions 
from the prefence or impulfe of exterior beings \* and every one 
of thefe beings 44 is dependent for exigence, and for opera- 
tion, on God Moft High.” 44 Such, he adds, is the pro- 
greffion of one argument (and ’tis but one among many) for 
the great do&rine of Philofophical Nccejfity” 

Mr. T — next proceeds to obviate the objections which his 
-antagonift Mr. John Wefley y (or as he very politely calls him 
M the Biihop, and his Lordftip of Moo* fields f) urges againft 
the do&rine of Neceffity : we are fully of opinion, notwith- 
Handing his Angular confidence and triumph, that he is no 
Jefs unfuccefsful in refolving difficulties than in eflablilhing 
his favourite fyftem. Phfical and Moral Neceffity, though ef- 
fentially dtfttndf, are every where confounded, and the m tive % 
tea, on or occafton of an a&ion is conflantly fubftituted for the 
efficient caufe of it. On thefe two fundamental errors the whole 
iyftetn refts. But furely if there is any difference in Nature, } 
Chefe terms exprefs very different ideas. It is not eafy, nor, 
in our judgment, poffible, to demonftrate, on this fcheme, 
that man is a moral and accountable being : agency and virtue 
and moral retribution feem to be abfolutely infeparable. The 
|)ower of confcience, without liberty, is myfterious and para- 
doxical. An ingenious writer very juftly obferves, 44 that a 
man may accufe himfclf for falling down a precipice, when 
pufhed by an irrefiftible force, becaufe he has broke his leg : 

-or cohdemn himfelf for killing his father, when a ruffian of 
fuperior ftrength fixed a dagger in his hand, and f. reed it 
into his father’s bowels. He may, indeed, lament his condi- 
tion ; but confcience can give him no pain, unlcfs he was . 
confcious to himfelf, that he could have prevented it.” We 
are utterly at a lofs to perceive the force of the conclufion 
which bur Author deduces from the fuppofition of human li- 
berty : he repeatedly afferts, and here indeed is the main firefs 
of his caufe, that a felf-detcrmining power infers abfolute inde- 
pendence and felf-exiflence. 44 Lord of myfelf is effentiaily 
connected with, accountable to none . Farewell, then, to the 
very poffibility of a judgment-day. Shall an Independent Being, 
who can have no fuperior, hold up his hand, as a felon, at 
the bar ?— fliall a potent Self-exifier deign to be punifhed, for 
the evanid crimes of an hour ? — (hall a fovereign Self deter- 
miner fubmit to receive fentence from the lips of another ? 
impoffible. Paul was a knave for afferting it. And Felix 
was a fool, for trembling at the empty found.” 

In the two fucceeding chapters, Mr. T — argues this point 
on the authority and evidence of revelation ; in reply to the 

objedion 
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obje&ion taken from the gloominefs of neceffity and that of 
the decree of reprobation eflentially connected with- it, and 
which our Author vindicates as a fcripture do£lrine, he has 
fubjoined part of a letter which he lately fent to a very emi- 
nent Anti-calvinian philofophcr ; meaning, we fuppofe. Dr* 
PrieJUey . “ Why are Calvin’s do&rines reprefented as gloomy ? 
is it gloomy to believe, that the far greater part of the hu- 
* man race are made for endlefs happinefs ? there can, I think 
be no reafonable doubt entertained, concerning the falvation 
of very young perfons. If (as fome, who have verfed them- 
felves in this kind of fpeculation, affirm,) about one half of 
mankind die in infancy ; and' if, as indubitable obfervation 
proves, a very conliderable number of the remaining half die 
in early childhood ; — and if, as there is the ftrongeft reafon 
to think, many millions of thofe, who live to mature years, in 
every fucceffive generation, have their names in the book of 
life: then, what a very fm all portion, comparatively, of the 
human fpccies, falls under the decree of preterition and non- 
redemption f ’ But this effufion of humanity is, on our Au- 
thor’s principles, altogether gratis diftum. It {hould like wife 
be remembered, that the doflrine of neceffity is, in this view 
of it, not only gloomy, but highly reproachful to God and 
very dangerous and pernicious in its tendency with refpefl to 
mankind. 

Mr. T — concludes the whole with a very folemn appeal, 
in anfwcr to the argument derived from experience for the li- 
berty and agency of man : “For my own pert, I foJemnly 
profefs before 6od, angels and men, that I am not confcious 
of my being endued with that felf-determining power, which 
Arminianifm afcribes to me as an individual of the human 
fpecies. Nay, I am clearly certain , that I have it not. I am 
alfo equally certain, that I do not wijh to have it : and that, 
was it poffible for my creator to make me an offer of trans- 
ferring the determination of any one event, from his own 
will to mine ; it would be both my wifdom and my duty to 
entreat, that the fceptre might ftill remain with himfelf, 
and that I might have nothing to do in the dire&ion of a 
Angle incident, or of fo much as a Angle circumftance.” 

Authorities are of no great confequence in deciding a con- 
troverfy of this kind ; but, as Mr. L has appealed to that of 
Luther , it may not be amifs to obferve, that there is great 
reafon to imagine; that, 'before his death, he had altered hi» 
judgment with refpeft to this article : MehnRhon was once of 
the fame opinion with Luther ; yet we know, that he freely 
retraced it; 4< for which (fays Bi(hop Burnet , fee his expofi- 
tion of the Articles, p. 151) he was never blamed lyp Luther.” 
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Our Author has fubjoined a Diflcrtation concerning the fen- 
fible Qualities of Matter, &c. in which the do&rine of the ce- 
lebrated Mr. Locke on this fubjed is propofed and defended by 
very long quotations from his EJfay on the Human Underfanding * 
a book, well known and in every body’s hands. 

FOREIGN LITERATURE 
(By our Correspondents) 
FRANCE. 

A R T. I. 

T HE following piece has been publifhed at Paris, under the 
title of London, Progres de la Raifon dins la Recherche du 
Vrai. Ouvrage Pojlhume de Mr . Helvetius : i. e. The Progrefs 
of Rea/on in the Purfuit of Truths &c. Here we have more lafl 
words of Mr. Helvetius, if this ftrange book be not rather 
the produ&ion of fome ftripling adventurer in the band of mi- 
nute philofophers, who has ufurped the name of one of the 
chiefs, and who (to ufe the words of an ingenious writer 
on a fimilar occafion) talks of reafon , as the courtier who 
never gets farther than the antichamDer, talks of the Prince in 
the cabinet, to make dupes imagine that he is entrufted with 
his fecrets. — Now fie upon all who would perfecute fuch 
writers as this pofthumous or mock Helvetius , — nay, fie upon 
all that would evep treat them roughly ! A good air, a fpare 
diet, a few gentle purges, and a proper quantity of water-gruel, 
would be the moft humane, and perhaps the mod effectual ap- 
plications for diminilhing the morbid matter of their produc- 
tions, and even for removing the malady, where it is not in- 
curable. — We fball point out fome fymptoms of the diforder 
of the prefent literary patient, that the Reader may judge 
whether the regimen above-mentioned be fufEcient, or whether 
it might not be moreover proper to breathe a vein. c Nature , 
according to this Author, is nothing but a compofition of intelli- 
gence and matter . This intelligence is the only true God* on 
whom all Nature (i. e. God and Matter agreeably to the defi- 
nition) depends ; fo that according to this dodrine, all Nature 
depends on the on e half of Nature, or, in other words, all Na~ 
ture % which is intelligence and matUr , depends upon God or in- 
telligence, which is the one half of Nature.’ This is our Au- 
thor’s fetting out. We think we might leave him here — and 
we ihould do fo, were it not for the following curious dijeovery,— 
that every individual is a compound of atoms ; that every atom 
has its particular foul ; that the fir ft atom, contains felf % and that 
all the other collateral atoms and fouls fly off (like a covey of 
partridges) .when felf or the me % is dijolvei We are told 

however 
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however a moment after, that felf will fubfift to eternity {as 
it has fubfifted probably from eternity) under new forms and 
without any reminifcence of its thoughts, feelings, or fen(a- 
tions in preceding periods. — One famplc more, relative to cos- 
mology, as the former fample belonged to metaphyfics or na- 
tural hiftory, we fcarce know which : 4 The fun, moon, and 
(tars are all animals com po fed of atoms, which live at each 
other’s expence, and feed upon each other. We feed upon the 
animal called the earth, &c.’ This is extravagant, without being 
new. 

Hitherto we had thought this man an Atbeift, with his Afo- 
ture composed of intelligence and matter , and his innumerable 
atoms endowed eacb with a portion of that intelligence, which 
he had exprefsly called God . We therefore rubbed our eyes on 
a fufpicion that they faw erroneoufly, when we came to the 
chapter, which bears this title : All proceeds from the Supreme 
Intelligence : we even find in this chapter the Author of Nature 
mentioned, that is, by our Writer’s own definition of Nature, 
the Author of Intelligence (which is God) and of Matter, 
{which is eternal, according to his repeated aflertions). It is 
time to take leave of him ; but we cannot do it without ob- 
serving, that this incoherent inconfiftent phraseology, this un- 
philofophical habit of juggling the term Nature , without any 
warning, into a variety of contradictory fignifications, as it an- 
fwers an end, is the reigning tone, and indeed the great fecret 
of French Atheifm.— It would be a fufftcient refutation of the 
frothy book entitled, TheSy/lemof Nature *, to fubftitute through- 
out, inftead of the term Nature* the definition which the Au- 
thor gives of that term, at the beginning of his work. This 
would kt the book in its true light, and (hew it to be non- 
fenfe from one end to the other. — As to our Author, we have 
had a fample of bis metaphyfics and cofmology ; now for his 
moral doCtrine : — This is of a piece with the reft the re* 
fuh of his reafoning on the fubjt& is, in bis own words, that 
4 man in every inftant of his duration is a pajjtve inftrument in 
die hands of Necejftty — Then, Let us drink and drive care awayj 
drink and be merry* as the old fong fays, and which is the 
pradical application of this Helvetian difeourfe. 

• II. The indefatigable and learned Compiler, Mr. Sayerien, 
to whom we are indebted for the Lives of the Philofophers* An- 
cient and Modern ; for an Hiftory of the Progrefs of the Human 
Mind in the exalt (by which he means the mathematical) 
Sciences * tfc. has publiwed, in a large volume 8vo. a work en- 
titled, Hiftoire des Progres ie FEfprit Humain dans les Sciences 
Naturelles & dans les Arts qui en dependent * /avoir 1 ' Efface* le 


* Sac Appendix to Rev. vol. xliii. p. 542. 
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V uide, lie, i. e. An Hijlory of the Progrefs of the Human Mind tH 
Natural Kmivled 'e and the Arts that depend upon it, in which are 
unfolded the Opinions of Philofophers relative to Space , a Vacuum , 
Time, Motion , and Place \ to Matter , the Earthy Water, Air % 
Sound , Fire , Light , Colours , Electricity j /a phyftcal Agrono- 

my, the terrejirial Globe , the Animal O economy ; Chemiftry ; the Art 
of making Glaf , that of the Dyer , together with an Abridg- 
ment of the m'jl celebrated Authors who have treated of thefe Science*. 
This is a very good popular book, fitted for almoft all capaci- 
ties, and it will adminifter entertainment and inftru&ion to 
thofe who have a mind to know fomething, without taking 
much pains. 

III. An anonymous Author has publifhed a work, which 
clears up fevcral difputed points in the political jurifprudence 
of the French monarchy : Effais Hiftoriques fur le Sucre Iff Cou- 
ronnement des Rois de France, les Minorites Iff les Regences : i. e. 
Hijlorical EJfays concerning the Confecration and Coronation of the 
Kings of France , Minorities , and Regencies j preceded by a Difcourfe 
concerning the Succejfton to the Crown. 

IV. Medical feience has made a valuable acquifition in the fol- 
lowing work, which derives its exiftencc from the joint labours of 
three eminent phyficiansof the fame name and family : Ricbercbes 
fur les Maladies Chroniques , leurs Rapports avec les Maladies aigues , 
leurs Period es, &c. An Inquiry into Chronical Dif orders, their Re- 
lation to acute ones, their Periods, their Nature , and the Manner 
in which they are treated and cured by the Mineral Waters of Ba- 
rege and other Fountains in Aquitaine , by Anthony de Bor- 
der, Counfeilor of State, M. D. and Francis and Theophi- 
lus de Bordeu. Vol. I. 1775- — This firft volume contains 
the general theory of diforders, and the medical analyiis of the 
blood, which are preparatory to the execution of the extenfive 
plan fo modeftly expreffed in the title of this work, but 
largely delineated in an ample preface, is placed at the head 
of the firft volume. The very learned Authors are votaries of 
the ancient Hippocratic do&rine ; and, though they do juftice 
to modern difeoveries, they are far from adopting with 
avidity modern refinements. They feem to be ftudious ob- 
fervers of Nature, and to have eyed, with perfeverance and ar- 
dour, her procedure and operations, both in the order and dis- 
orders of the animal oeconomy. 

V. M. Verdier, Do<ftor of Phyfic, and one of the moft 
profound adepts in metaphyfics, that we have lately met with 
upon the road of literature, has publifhed the fixth number of 
his fingular work, entitled, Memoires Iff Obfervations fur la Par- 
feCiibilite de ! Homme par les Agens phyftqucs Iff mcraux : i. c. 
Memoirs and Obfervations concerning the Degrees of Perfection winch 
Man may receive from natural and moral Agents . This book is 
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tJefigned for the purpofe of education, or of communicating 
Views relative to that important objedl ; but the fubtlety and 
depth of the Author’s difcuflions place him far beyOnd the reach 
faf the fcholar , and fcarcely within the rdach even of the mafter, 
tmlefs he be above the common clafs of inftrudtors. The con* 
tents of the prefent vo'iime are : Three Conferences on the me- 
thod or art of arranging, in a proper order, the various branches 
ol* human knowledge; in which Mr. Verdier throws out fomt 
scute critical reflections on' D* Alembert'* famous table of the 
fcienceSj prefixed to the French Encyclopedic. This is foU 
lowed by a new plan or tablatUre of the various clafles of thd 
fciences, in a new order; by an ejfay on theconftrudtidn of thfe 
French and Latin languages ; and remarks upon a mathematical 
dream which had lafted a year; — that is, on the cafe of a man* 
who, wrapt up in mathematical fpeculation, loft fight of all 
' other objedts, and of all the relations of life, during that timfe. 
M. du Verdier is undoubtedly a deep thinker, and deferves to 
fit but a little below Mr. Harris in the modern fchooi 


Of the Stagyrite. He (heds metaphyfical tears over the negi 
Jedted categories , and would be glad to reftore their fading luftre. 

VI. It is proper to advertife our Readers that the work of 
the learned and mod laborious Mr. Bucrtoz, intitlcd. Corn - 
ffiondence de P Hiftoire Nature lie ou Lettres fur les Trois RegneS de la 
Nature y contenant des Obfervations fur les Animaux, Vegetaux, dff 
Miner anx, in 8 Vols. is not a new produdlion, as hath beeh 
infinuated in fome literary journals, but a republication, in one 
toafs, of a periodical work which has been carried on for feveral 


years under thd title of La Nature Confidence Jous fes diveri Ajpefts. 
The Cotrefpondence therefore is no more than a colledtion of the 


humbers of the periodical work in favour of thofe who had 
not fubferibed for the latter. 


VII. The 6th volume of the Abbd Rozier’s colledtion of 


pieces, entitled, Obfervations fur la Pbyfiques, fur P Hiftoire Na- 
turetie, IA fur les Arts, lAc. has been lately publ idled ; and con- 
tains a number of interefting articles, of which the following 
deferve principally to be mentioned : Experiments relative to the 
Gravity of Bodies at different Difiances from the Center of the Earthy 
made in the Mines of Monlrelayy in Brit any y by the Chevalier Do- 
lomien—Tbe Eulogy of Mr . Model (a great chymift and a good 
man) lale Ptofeffor of Chtmiftry at Peterfburgy which contains 
his difeoveries, arid gives the moft amiable representation of 
his modefty and learning— A Memoir concerning Mr. Model's dif- 
tovery of Selenite in Rhubarb-*-Bonnet j Memoir concerning BeeSy in 
tubich are contained the principal Refult of, and the Conclufions de - 
ducible from, the Experiments that have been made upon thefe Inf efts. 
+—A Memoir concerning the Fuftbility and Diffblubility of Bodies, re- 
lative to their Maf»y pointing out the Method of drawing eaftly t and 
R*v. Nov. 1775. Gg without 
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without Expend, an alimentary Subjiance from fevoral Bodies mi 
hitherto known to pojfefs that Property , by M. Changeux — A De- 
fer iption of thofe Fijh in the Ifle of France , which produce Diftempett 
among thofe that ufe them for Foody by M. Sonnerat, of the Aca- 
demy of Sciences— Refearches concerning the Method of augmenting 
the eleClrical Force of all Sorts of Machines by the Means of a Cap- 
ping adapted to the firjl Conductor.— With feveral other pieces 
relative to Mechanics, Chemiftry, &c. 

VIII. Mr. La Fosse, famous for his excellent produdions 
relative to the treatment of horfes, has given the quinteflence 
of all thefe productions in a very ufeful and wellcompofed 
work, entitled, Didionnaire d' Hippiatrique, Cavalrie, Manage 
& Marechallerity which title may be thus tranftated : 7 be Far - 
rier’s, Trooper's , Riding- Mafia's, and Horfemaris Dictionary, in 
4 vols. 8vo.«— This is, perhaps, the moft complete, the m oft 
learned, the moil elegant, ufeful and entertaining collection of 
every thing relative to the nature, ftru&ure, character, quali- 
ties, management, difeafes, &c. of horfes, that has ever been 
publilbed. The Author feems to poflfefs all the branches of 
knowledge that are neceflary to give the higheft degree of per- 
fection to a work of this nature. 

SWITZERLAND. 

IX. Notwithftanding the va(t number of elementary books* 
in every fcience, which the prefent age has produced, there are 
few that fatisfy a di Teeming judgment and a truly philofophicai 
tafte. This is the cafe more particularly in Moral Philofophy* 
We know, fcarcely, any abridgment that contains the true 
iketch of that fcience, or the delineation of its general truths 
and precepts, reduced within narrow bounds, and adapted tw 
the capacity of a pupil, at a period previous to his academical 
courfe. The incomparable Latin Compendium of Dr. Hutchefon 9 
the excellent Elements of the late Dr. Fordyce , and the Englifli 
Injlitutes of Dr. Fergufon , are not fitted for that early period in 
which it is proper to inftil the firft principles of moral feienog 
into the untutored mind. The Public is therefore obliged to 
the ingenious Editor, who has publilhed at Laufame the follow- 
ing poflhumous work of the judicious Burlamaqui : Element 
du Droit Natter el, par J agues Burlamaqui , Prof offset en Droit 
Csf Confeiller d' Eta t de la Fille & Repub ligue de Geneve . Quvrage 
pojlhumc, public comp let pour la premiere fois • 8vo. 1775. Thefe 
FUments of Natural Law , are compendious, clear, and are, ne- 
verthelefs, more univerfal than the large work of ProfefibrBur- 
lamaqui, which was publifhed in 4to. This latter, we mean 
the Principles of Natural Law , laid only the metaphyfical foun- 
dations of that fcience, and that in fuch an ample manner, as 
muff render them, notwicbftanding the happy perfpicuity which 
feigns in the ftyle, too fatiguing for a young beginner £ whereas 
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. the kUmtnUy now before us, contain not only the foundations 
of moral fcience, but alfo its application to the various dates, 
tranfa&ions, and duties of life : and they are contained in a 
fmall o&avo volume of only 351 pages. Thefe Elements were 
the text which Profeflbr Burlamaqui ufed in his academical 
le&ures, and the method in which their numerous contents are 
arranged is remarkable for its fimplicity and order ; it is natu- 
ral and philofopbical in the high eft degree. This valuable little 
work is preceded by an ingenious Preface , a Letter concerning 
the ftudy of the Civil Law> and another pointing out thefhotteS 
and eafieft method of acquiring^ without a mailer, a competent 
knowledge of the elements of law, for which three judicious 
and excellent pieces, we are indebted to the anonymous Editor. 

X. The Typographical Societies of Laufdme and Bouillon 
have published a work fimilar to the preceding, but more ample 
and voluminous; Its tide is, Traite de Droit Naturel & de fon 
Application au Droit Civil & au Droit des Gens , WV. i. e. A Trea - 
tsje concerning the Laws of Nature and their Application to. the Civil 
Law and the Law of Nations (a poflhumous work) by Mr. Vi- 
Cat, J. U. D. and Profeflbr of Law at Laufanne, in 4 Vols. 
flvo. 1775. This is a very judicious compilation from Grotius 9 
Puflendorff Bdrbtyrac , Bynkerjboei , &c. 

XI. The Typographical Society of Laufanne has publilhed 
the firft volume of a new edition of Busching’s Geography , 
^confiderabiy changed, and abridged to half of its enormous bulk, 
by the fupprefiion of fuperfltious and uninterefling details. In 
this new French edition the ftyle of the tranflation made at 
Berlin is corrected, and the greateft care employed to fupply 
ihe defeds, and to improve the merit of the original work, by 
a wetLchofen colle&ion of 30 maps. A volume will be pub* 
lifted every two months. 

GERMANY. 

Nuremberg. 

XII. Lfiniwirthfhaffelich Reife, &c, i. e. The Travelling 
Ihifiondmon, or the Travels of Mr. Romani , a noble Wullachian , 
iyUo different Parts of Europe , compofed in his native language, 
and translated, with confiderabie additions, into German, by 
Mr. John Frederick Mayer, Paftor at Kupferzell. The 
additions and reflections of Mr. Mayer, whofe productions in 
fcver<al branches of rural Economy, are defervedly efteemed, in- 
creases greatly the merit of the Travels of M. Romani, which 
are in thewfelyes botb interefting and curious. The places 
through which Mr. Romani travelled are the iflands of the 
Archipelago, Italy, Spain, England, Holland, and Germany, 
and his obfcry&tions do not only extend to the date of agricul- 
ture ip .thefe countries, hut alfo to their civil inftitutions and 
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internal government, their public feminaries for education, 
their religious eftablifhments, &c. 

Erlang. 

x XIII. The learned Mr. Schreber has publiftred the firft part 
of his curious work, entitled, Die Samgthiere in abbildungen , 
i. e. 7 be Animals which fuikle , accurately defer ibed and reprefented 
in Cppper plates . In this firft part we have the lVoman y the 
Moniuy , the Lemur of Linnaeus, and the Bat ; and the Author 
enters into a moft circumftantial and particular account of the 
ftru&ure, chara&er, and qualities of thefe animals. The plates 
are remarkable for accuracy of drawing, and the engraving is 
excellent. 

L e i p s i c. 

XIV. The Common-place Book of a celebrated and learned 
Civilian is publilhed and digefted in the following work, of 
which only the firft book has feen the light : The title is, 
J L. E. Putmanni, Antecejforis Lipftenfis Adverfarorium Juris 
Univerjiy Liber Primus. 1775. This firft book is divided into 
fixteen chapters, upon fo many different points of civil jurif- 
prudence, that are treated with acutenefs and erudition. Some 
of thefe fubje£b are univerfally interefting, particularly thofe that 
relate to teftamentary difpontions and penal laws; but thefe 
take up a fmali part of this volume. 

Bremen. 

XV. The firft volume of the interefting and important work, 
entitled, Btlgii Literati Opuftula , hiijlorica , Philologica , The ole* 
gicay has been lately publtfhed by Cramer . Thi* collection con* 
fills of academical di flirtations, that are rare, as they have fel- 
dom been objefts of commerce, and are hardly ever to be 
found, but in the fales of private libraries. The number of 
pieces of this kind (wjiich ate generally diftributed as prefents) 
is prodigious ; but the colle&ion now before us is fele&ed from 
the mafs with judgment and choice. Some of thefe; di flirta- 
tions are of ancient date, fuch as RelaneFs Oration in Praife of 
the Ptrfian Language , and of the other Oriental Tongues that bear 
an Affinity to it : Others arc modern, fuch as, the Philological and 
Theological Inquiry into the Source from whence Mofes drew the bif- 
to f ital Relations that are contained in the Book of Genejis. The 
critical piece entitled, Exercitatio Philologica in Car. Fr. Houbi- 
gant Prolegomena in Scripturam facram is learned and acute. 

Hamburgh. 

XVI. Profeilbr Busch has finifhed, on a plan delineated 
by the late learned and celebrated Reimarus % a work, entitled. 
Encyclopedic der Hiftorifchen , Philofopbifcben und Mathematifshen 
TV ifjenfehaften , fsV. i. e. A Cyclopaedia of Hiftorical , Philofopbical , 
and Mathematical Science. 177 5. After pointing out, in a 
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learned and ample Introduction, the connexion fubfifting be- 
tween the three great branches of Science mentioned in the 
title of this work, the Author divides the work iifelf into two 
parts. The firft contains hiftory in general, chronology, geo- 
graphy, genealogy, heraldry, the knowledge of ancient nHdals 
and coins, civil and ecclefiaftical hiftory, letters, arts, philo- 
fophy and its various branches, political and dpmeftic oecono- 
jny, commerce, &c. The fecond part is entirely confined to 
mathematical fcience. This plan is much more fufceptible of 
philofophical accuracy than that of a dictionary computed by * 
different hands, of which the inconveniences are palpable. 

Flensburg. 

XVII. The Truftces of the Fund of Stop at Leyden pro- 
pofed for the prize pf 1773 the following queftion. Is then in 
the Nature of Man fuch an innate Principle as the Moral Senfe ? 
Thedifcourfeof Mr. Hennert, Mathematical ProfefTor at Utrecht, 
which obtained the prize, maintained the affirmative, another 
candidate adopted alfo the fame fide of the queftion. Three 
candidates aflerted the negative. Mr. Ehlers has publifhed 
at Flenfburg thefe five difcourfes under the tide of Fafciculus 
Dijfertationum Arguments Philofphici . He has accompanied this 
publication with critical remarks, particularly on the piece of 
Mr. Hennert ; and he has fubjoined to the whole Two Differ- 
tationsy one upon authority in matters of opinion, and the other 
concering the influence of arts and fciences upon religion and 
virtue. , 

Gottingen. 

XVIII. The third and laft volume of the medical treatifes 
of the late learned Mr. Berendely and other phyficians of note, 
has juft made its appearance : J. Gottf. Berendeliiy &c. Opufcula 
Medico , 1775. This laft volume contains 15 difljprtations, in 
which are treated, among other things, ufelefs remediesy lethar- 
gic complaints y the ufe of laxative remedies in acute diforders, the 
confumption and marafmuSy and their diftinctive characters, the 
fpring and furrmer pleurify % the cold regimeny experiments made 
on drowned perfons. 

XIX. Mr. Cramer , book feller, has publifhed the fecond vo- 
lume of the interefting compilation made by the very learned 
Mr. Oelricht, under the following title : Germania Litte - 
rata Opufcula Hiforico-pbilologica-tbeologica, emendatius & aufiius 
recenfa . Tomus Secundus cum Tabulis Mneisy 1775. There are 
feveral pieces of great merit in this colledHon, particularly 
Kirckgtayer’s philological differtations on the ancient language 
of Europe, the Scytko-celtic and Gothic , and upon the origin and 
utility of the Slavonic tongue — Voigt’s effay on the Syriac verfion 
of the New Teftament — Strauch's theological hiftory of Monta- 
ms—IVolf’s hiftorical diflerfation concerning Conftantine’s vi- 

G g 3 fion 


Digitized by UjOOQie 



438 Monthly Catalogue, American Contreqerfy. 


Hon of the Crofs, and the obfervations of the Editor on Kirck? 
mayer’s differ cations on the Scytbo-celtic, Gothic r and Slavonian 
languages. 

ITALY. 


XX. The AbbeCAMBiAGi has publifhed at Florence the 
firft volume of his Hi/lory of the Kingdom of Sardinia , in 4 to. 
which begins with the conqueft made of that ifland by the Ro- 
mans, and comes down as far as the year 1457. The lining 
and judgment of this Author have already appeared in his ex- 
cellent Hillory cf Corfica, and his ftyle is fuch as is proper to 
*embelli(h thefe folid and effential qualities of an hiftorian. 

XXI. Bouchard and Gravier have publifhed at Rome the 
third volume, in folio , of a work, that muft be interefting to 
all the lovers of botanical knowledge : Hortus Romanus, Secun- 
dum Syflema J. P. Tourncfortii, a Nicolao Martellio , Aquilano, me- 
dico do ft ore, Linn era nis Charafteribus expo fit us , adjeftis fmgularum 
Plantarum Analy ft ac viribus. Species fuppeditabat ac deferibebat ' 
Liber at us Sabbati , Mevanias , ejufdem Horti Cujlos & Cbirurgia 
Profejfor • Accedunt Tabula Centum , propriis Plantarum Co lor i bus 
exprejfa . The engravings are beautiful, and the descriptions 
accurate. 


MONTHLY CATALOGUE, 

For NOVEMBER, 1775. 
American Controversy* 

Art. II. The Conduft of Adminijlration with regard to the Colo- 
nies. 8vo. 1 s. Williams. 

T HE whole conduit of adminiftration, with refpelt to the pie- 
fent troubles in America, is abfolutely condemned by this 
warm Waiter ; who infills that nothing lefs will quench the flame 
that hath been raifed, by our mifgovernment, in. the Colonies, than 
a recal of the Crown troops from notion, a total change of meafure* 
and minitiers, and a di Ablution of the prefent parliament : — “ and 
bv thofe means to call a more equal reprefentation of the people.” — 
Tne Author cxprelfes himfelf with more zeal than judgment. 

A't. 1 2. A Second Anfwer to Mr. John JVeJtey ; being a Supple- 
ment to the Letter figned A meric anus *• In which the Idea of 
Supreme fewer, and the Nature of Royal Charters, are briefly cOn- 
fidered. ByW.D. i2mo. 2d. Wallis and Co. 

W. D. argues fhrewdly on the great topics mentioned in his title- 
page, and concludes with the following reprehension of Mr.Wefley : 

* Do you not think the Minifters are prone enough to carry the 
flame of war into America, and Jo ruin the trade of this country, 
iyithout your afliftance or advice ? — You had done better to have 
aimed at making peace. — You Should have considered what a heavy 
offence it is, to charge three millions of people with thfe crime of re- 
jjyjliop, if it is not true, and of this you ought to have beeh qttite 

t See Review for iaft month, p. 350* 
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certain, before you took a part ; for nothing, farely, is a greater of* 
fence both to God and man, than to be a fower of drife — to endea* 
voor at the eftablifoment of tyranny — and to mifreprefent the prin- 
ciples of the conftitution to deceive the people. — I mud add one 
more remark, that as to fubmit paffively to every oppreffion, is a 
mark, not of homiiity, but cowardice, and a bafe fpirit ; fo to take 
up arms when there is other hope of fafety, is not rebellion, but the 
hfgheft proof of courage and public virtue.’ 

Art. 13. A Conjlitutional Anfwtr to the Rev. Mr. John IVeJlefs 
Calm Addrefs to tht American Colonies . i2mo. 2 d. Dilly. 

This Writer alfo charges Mr. W. with having atted the political 
incendiary; — * I have formerly, fays he, fecn you, with pleafure, 
in the character of a Cbrijlian Minijter, doing fome good in the mo- 
ral world ; fo it is, with regret, I now fee you in the character of a 
Court Sycophant 9 doing much more mifchief in the political world, 
injuring, perhaps irreparably injuring your country.’ 

As Mr. W. had urged, with fome degree of triumph, that the 
charter of the MafTachufetts gave them an exemption from taxes for 
feven years, which implied a right of demanding taxes afterwards,— 
this Writer affures us that he has had an opportunity of confulting 
that charter ; in which, he declares, there is no fuch promife of ex- 
emption, * nor the lead expredion that could countenance Mr. W. 
in making fo bold an adertion.’ He adds, 4 there is, however, the 
following claufe, which fufficiently dcraondrates how contrary the , 
charters are, in expreffion as well as fpirit, to the idea of parliamen- 
tary taxation : ** And we do give and grant that the faid General 
Court or Aflembly (hall have full power and authority to name and 
fettle annually all civil officers within the faid province ; and alfo to 
impofe fines — and to impofe and levy proportionable and reafonable 
afleflments, rates and tax/s 9 upon the eftates and perfons of all and 
every the proprietors or inhabitants of our faid province — For the 
neceffary defence and fupport of our government of our faid province 
or territory , and alio for the prote&ion and preiervation of the in- 
habitants there > according to fuch a&s as are or fhall be in force 
within our faid province, and with a view that our fubje&s may be 
religioufly, peaceably, and civilly governed.” 

Art. 14. The Voice of God: Being ferious Thoughts on the pre- 
fent alarming Crifis, Sec. By a Friend to our happy Eilablith- 
ment in Church and State. i2mo. 2d. Lewis. 1779. 

Confiders our unhappy differences with America, chiefly in a re- 
ligious view. The Author feems rather partial to the Americans 1 
but he hopes that (to prevent the farther effufion of Chrifiian blood) 
God will put it into the hearts of the Colonifts 4 fo far to relax from 
their pretenikms, and relinquiih all pertinaceous oppofition, as 
may be conducive to efFc&uate* — the re-eftabli foment of 4 unani- 
mity, good-will, and a mutual and cordial intercourfe between all 
the members of our divided empire/ Amen ! 

Art. 15. An old Fox tarr'd and feather’ d 5 occafioned by what 
is called Mr. John Wefley’s Calm Addrefs to our American Colonies • 
By an Hanoverian, itmo. 2d. Lewis, See. 

Our Hanoverian does not 4 enter, ferioufly and argumentatively, 
into the merits of either fide of the difpute now depending between 
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England and America.* His intention is * to {hew Mr. Wefley’s hat 
nefly as a Plagiarist ; and to raife a little fkin, by giving the Fox 
a gentle flogging, as a Turncoat. — As a plagiarift, he produces, 
againft Mr. W. no lefs than thirty one paragraphs borrowed from 
• Johnfon's Taxation , &c. in the courfe of only ten pages of the Calm 
Addrtfs,— As a turncoat , he reminds him of his very op polite • fenti- 
ments and expreffions, on former occafions. — ‘ But what,’ fays this 
difpenfcrof literary tar and feathers, * are contradictions (he means 
feif- con trad idionsj to John Wefley ?* If he would put this queition 
to Mr. Richard Hill, or Mr. Toplady, they would have fomeihing to 
fay in anfwer to it. 

Art. 1 6. A Wolf in Sheep's C loathing ; or, an old Jefuit unmajktd. 
Containing an Account of the wonderful Apparition of Father 
Petre’s Ghoft, in the Form of the Rev. John Wefley. With fome 
Conjectures concerning the Secret Caufe that moved him to appear 
at this very critical JunQure.* By Patrick Bull, Efq; i:mo. 2 d. 
Dublin printed, London reprinted ; and fold by Mary Tricket, in 
Black-Friars. 

Our Readers will recoiled that Father Petre was a Jefuit, and 
Confeflor to our Popifli monarch James 11 . The Author of this little 
but fevere fatire, confiders Mr. W. as a Father Petre . But to charge 
Mr. W. with Jefuiti/m t is no new thing ; however well or ill 
founded may be the imputation : nor will the notion, difleminated 
in this and other publications, that he has folicited an American 
bifhopric, at all contribute to lefTen the fufpicions of thofe who may 
have contraCled prejudices again ft Mr. W. 

Art. 17. A Propofition for the prefent Peace and future Govern- 
ment of the Britijh Colonies in North America . 8vo. 1 s. W. Da- 
vis, &c. ' 

Our Author’s Propofition appears to be the refult of good fen fe, 
prudence, moderation, and a competent knowledge of the fubjed. 
He fets out with ftating the deftrudive confequences that mult in- 
evitably flow from the prefent unhappy civil war : — abfolute ruin to 
the vanquifhed, and irreparable lofs to the vidors : This he judi- 
cioufly premifes, in order to difpofe both parties to afford a calm at- 
tention to his plan of reconciliation : of the plan itfelf, our Readers 
will form a competent judgment, from the two firft articles : 

* J. That during the feafbnable interruption the winter months 
will give to hoftilities in America, the governors of the Colonies be 
direded to call the Aflemblies of each province together, and to ac- 
quaint them with his Majefty’s gracious intentions of affording them 
a legal opportunity, of manifefting the finecrity of their defires of a 
(peedy reconciliation with Great Britain, — by each AfTembly c hoofing 
a certain number of deputies (fuppofe) four members of the council, 
and twelve of the reprefentatives of each province to meet at New 
York or Philadelphia, and form an affembly of deputies. 

* II. And if the majority of the faid deputies (hall requeft his 
Majefty to appoint a lord-lieutenant for America, that his Majefty 

* Our Author tells us that Mr. W. has affirmed, in fome compa* 
Dies, that his fudden approbation of government xneafures, was oc- 
effioned by the perufal of Johnfon's * Taxation no Tyranny.’ 
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will make fnch appointment, to take place with all convenient fpeod 
after their petition fhall be prefented, impoweripg the faid lord- 
lieutenant to concur with the deputies of his provinces in fuch wife, 
juft, and falutary meafures, as may be thought mod expedient for 
fettling the prefent peace of America, and for cftablilhing its future 
tranquillity and allegiance upon the mod lading foundation** 

This plan confifts of feven other fubordinate articles, all branching 
out from the firft and fecond ; and in which every pofiible contin- 
gency, occurring to this judicious Schemer, fee ms to be well pro- 
vided for. 

By this propofed eftablilh often t, he obferves, ‘ the crown will main- 
tain its conftitutional weight. And what the public fervice requires 
to be communicated to the provinces, will be done to them all at 
once; by which means the executive power of the crown will ac- 
quire ftrength and difpatch. And the deputies fent from the repre- 
fentatives and council of each province, will bring the knowledge 
of the true Hate of all the Colonies together, and prevent any of 
them being injured by miftake, or favoured by partiality. The 
'people will retain their conftitutional feenrity by the deputies who 
tax them returning amongft their conftituents, to partake of the bur- 
thens they have laid upon them. This being the lingular happinefs 
of the fubje&s of the conftitudon of England, that they never can be 
opprefted but by themfelves. And the whole number of deputies 
not being more than 144, their frequent election will be the more 
ncceffary ; and the body that appoints them having to aftemble yearly 
to attend the public bufinefs of tbeir feveral provinces, thofe fre- 
quent elections will be more practicable than in other circumftances 
perhaps they might be. And the 48 deputies from the councils will 
be an equal fecurity to the prerogative of the crown and the privi- 
leges of the people.’ 

He proceeds to expatiate on the nature, utility, and aufpicious 
tendency of his propofal ; and concludes with an alarming difplay 
of the ruinous confequences which have always attended, and, in 
the nature of things, ever mu ft attend, upon difunion between great 
ftates and their remote dependencies. 

As this propofal is founded on the principles of the Britifh con- 
ftitution, and is equally adapted to lecure the dignity of the crowrt 
and the rights of the fubjeCt, and as the Author’s reasoning appears 
. to be every where irrefragable, we hope his advice will be duly and 
immediately attended to, by both parties, — left Wisdom ^Repent- 
ance Jbould come too late. 

Dramatic. 

Art 18. Songs and Chorujfes , in the new Mufieal Entertainment 9 
called Day ; or, the Little Gip/ty. As performed at the Theatre 
Royal in Drury-Lane. The Muiic compofed by Dr. Arne. 8vo« 
6d. Becket. 1775. 

DM we not profefs to take notice of every publication, we might, 
withoat impropriety, defer mentioning thefe Songs, 8cc. till their ap- 
pearance in print with the accompaniments of dialogue. Their chief 
meric muft indeed be derived from tbeir fituation in the drama to 
which they belong. In that light the following Air may b$ confi- 

dcred 


3 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



441 Monthly Catalogue, Drsmttie. 

dored is a humorous and chara&eriftic rotgb irmugbt of Loudon by 
a country bumkin : 

I* 

What’s a poor fimple clown 
To do in the town f 
Of their freaks and vagaries 1*11 none ; 

The folks I faw there, ; 

Two faces did wear, 

An honeft man ne’er has but one. 

Let others to London go roam ; 

1 love my neighbour. 

To ling and to labour. 

To me there is nothing like country and home* 

H. 

Nay the ladies, 1 vow, 

I cannot tell how. 

Were now white as curd, and now red ; 

Law ! how would you dare. 

At their huge crop of hair, 

•Tis a hay-cock o’top of their head. 

Let others to London go roam ; 

I love my neighbour. 

To fing and to labour. 

To the there is nothing like country and home. 

in. 

Then 'tis fo dizen’d out. 

And with trinkets about. 

With ribbands and flippets between ; 

They fo noddle and tofs. 

Juft like a fore horfe, 

With taftels, and bells in a team. 

Let others to London go roam; 

I love my neighbour, 

To ling and to labour. 

To me there is nothing like country and home. 

IV. 

Then the Fops are fo fine. 

With a lank waiftcd chine. 

And a little lkimp bit of a hat ; 

Which from fun, wind and rain, 

Will not lhelter their brain. 

Though there’s no need to take care of that. 

Let others to London go roam ; 

I love my neighbour. 

To fing and to labour* 

To me there is nothing like country and home. 

V. 

Would you thefe creatures ape* 

Ja looks and in ihape. 

Teach 
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Teach a calf on his hind legs to go ; 

Let him waddle in gait, 

A (kim-dilh on his pate, 

ibid he’ll look all the world like ^ Bean. 

Let others to London go roam, 

I love my neighbour. 

To ling and to labour, 

To me there is nothing like conn try as 4 home* 

VI. 

To keep my brains right. 

My bones whole and tight. 

To fpeak, nor to look, would I dare ; 

As they bake they flxall brew, 

Old Nick and his crew. 

At London keep Vanity Fair. 

Let others to London go roam, 

I love my neighbour. 

To fing and to labour. 

To me there is nothing like country and home. 
v Art. 19. The Weathercock 5 a Mufical Entertainment of Tyva 
Arts. Performed at Coven t Garden. 8vo. is. Evans. 177$. 
The Weathercock is a dunghill cock. But the Author has, it 
feems, fuffered the law at the theatre. In the dunghill of oblivion, 
therefore, let us bury this dead entertainment. 

Miscellaneous. 

, yVrt. 20. Holland: a Jaunt to the principal Places in that 
Country: alfo to DufleldOrff* through Part of Flanders ; and to 
Bcrgen-op zoom, Antwerp, and Calais. 8vo. 2 s. Hay. 1775. 
This writer’s * Trip to Paris, + Excurjion to Normandy, and Tear 
to Spa, have found (as we are told) fo fuccefsful a file, that he has 
been thereby encouraged to publifli a Jaunt to Holland : his Jauit 
runs in the fame ftraih with his Excurjion and his Tour ; is amufing, 
, and as a dkre&ory, will, without doubt, be ufeful. He obferves, 
that, in refpcCt to accommodation in Holland, the treatment in gene- 
ral is equal to that iii France, and that he found only two' charges 
rather higher than in England. We are fomewhat furpriaed, that he 
has not added more particulars concerning the rates of carriages, pro- 
vitions, perquifites, 8c c. &c. as thefe are articles on which travellers 
often need inltru&ion. We hinted at the fame defeat in his former 
publications : an attention to the hint might poflibly contribute to 
increafe the faleof thefe ixcurfions, jaunts, and tours. 

Art. 21. A Tri% to Calais ; a Medley maritime Sketch. Be- 
ing the poetical, profaical Production of Timothy Tim- 
ber toe, Efq; Dedicated to a Duchefs. 8vO. 1 s. 6 d. Bew. 
, 775 * 

Borne jolly fellows, lovers of failing, and of the true Trinculo 
(lamp, agreed to venture on a trip from Black- friars Bridge to 
Palais, in the Hawke, a fmali veiTel, of abont 7 tons. The 
journal of this voyage is merrily related, in a kind of water-wit 


• yid. RtrifW) Vol. xlix, p. 402, 
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ftyle; and the particulars are, the entertainment they met with at 
Margate, Dover, Dunkirk, St. Omer’s, and Calais. The narrative 
is interrupted by feveral convivial fongs, fung by thefe frolickfome 
blades, at their (uppers, &c. and which Teem to have been written 
on purpofe to enliven the voyage. The whole expedition was 
completed in a fortnight ; at the end of which thefe choice fpirits 
found themfelves fafe again at Black- friars Bridge. 

Art. 22. A plain and circumftantial Account of the Tranfafliont 
between Capt . Roche and Lieut . Ferguf»n % from their fir ft Meeting 
to the Death of the Lieutenant. To which is added, the Trial 
and Depofitions at the Cape of Good Hope, where Capt. Roche 
was acquitted : alfo his fecond Apprehenfion, and the judicial 
proceedings of the Governor and Council of Bombay. With 
every other Circumftance attending this remarkable Cafe, duly 
authenticated, 8vo. 2 s. 6d. Allen. 1 775. 

If the Reprefen tations contained in this detail of fa&s, can be 
fully fupponed at the captain’s enfuing trial, there is no doubt of 
his being moft juftly and honourably acquitted. 

Military Affairs. 


Art. 23. A New Syjlem for the Ejlablijhment, Pay , Chatting* 
Prwifiens , fjfc. &c. iAc. of the Army* addrefled to the Right 
Honourable Lord North. By an Officer. 8vo. is. Almon. 175. 
This officer premiies, that from the nature of the countries which 
compofe the Britiih dominions, as well abroad as at home, infantry 
are much preferable to cavalry either for oftenfive or defen five fer- 
vice. According to this idea, he propofes that all our horfe and 
dragoons, four regiments of light horfe excepted, be difbanded, 
that the military eftablifhment confift of 102 regiments of foot, 
equal in every refpeft, with rotation of fervice, to familiarise them 
to all onr varieties of climate, and to be fupported and Rationed as 
follows $ 


Light Horfe. 

England ■ ■ ■ ■■* - 1 ■■■— a 

Scotland ■ 

Ireland ■ — ■ 1 j ■ 1 

} p aId by England | 

Weft India idands viz. Grenada — ^ 

St. Vincent — 

Dominica — 

Antigua — > i 

Jamaica 


Infantry. 



*4 

6 

b 


1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


6 


America 




1 


> 


Total, horfe 4 Foot 1 04 

Thefe are the outlines of the plan, the detail of his fubordinatp 
arrangements would carry us beyond our proper limits. 


Remciqu* 
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Religious and Controversial. 

Art. 24* Divine Revelation the only Tejl of found Doflrine : or, a 
further Reformation wanted in the reformed Chufches : being 
an Attempt to prove, that the Doctrine of the Trinity, as com- 
monly held and taught, is not revealed in the holy Scriptures, 
and confequently is no Article of the Chriftian Faith. By R. 
Elliot, A. B. formerly of Bennet College, Cambridge. 8vo. 
3 s. Dilly, See. 1773. 

Concerning this work, *and its Author, a correspondent has given 
vs the following curious particulars. 4 Mr. Elliot, an independent 
minifter in London, was formerly a mod rigid Trinitarian, it hap- 
pened, that one of his heaters, on reading the Bible with a view 
to edablifh his faith in the peculiar dodtrines of the gofpel, difeo- 
vered the total filence of the facred writers concerning the Tri- 
nity. Communicating his doubts to fome of his brethren, aa in- 
formation -was lodged againd him before the church. The honed 
heretic made his appeal to the minider ; who, giving the fubjedt 
a dole examination, became a convert to his own difciple, and 
gave a verdidt in his favour.’ — This change in his opinions, Mr. 
Elliot has honedly declared to the world, in the prefent work ; in 
which he has at large, and in a clear and fatisfa&ory manner, dif- 
cuded the dodtrine of the Trinity. . The limits of our work will 
jnot allow us to give a particular account of the arguments by 
which he fupports his opinions on this fubjedt. and the manner in 
which he explains the great variety of texts which are generally 
fuppofed to have a relation to it. We (hall therefore only in ge- 
neral inform our Readers, that Mr. Elliot does not exadlly adopt 
either the Socinian or Arian dodtrine concerning the perfon of 
Chrid ; but thinks that his human fool exided before his appear- 
ance on earth, and that the eternal Father united himfelf to Chrid, 
and made him the medium of his operations in the creation of the 
world, and in his fucceeding difpenfations to mankind. He ef« 
poufes the Socinian dodtrine concerning the holy Spirit ; that it is 
sot a didindt perfon, but the power or agency of the Deity. 

From the candour which this writer difeovers, we conclude, that 
if, in his future examination of theological fubjedt s, he ihould fee 
jeafon to call in quedion other dogmas which at prefent appear to 
conditute a part of his creed, he will make the fame frank and in- 
genuous acknowledgment, as he has done on the prefent quedion. 
Art. 25. Scripture Sufficiency ; or, the Bible-Chriftian’s Plea ; 
wherein the principal objedlions of Mr. J. Weir to the Scripture 
Tedimonies of Jehovah and his Chrid, as fet forth in a book 
entitled. Divine Revelation the only Ted of found Dodtrine, are 
duly confidered and refuted. By R. Elliot, A. B. 8vo. 6 d. 
Lewis. 1774. f 

In this pamphlet the Author refutes the objedlions of his oppo- 
nent, which are many of them indeed extremely weak and futile, 
with folid argument, and at the fame time with candour and good 
temper. 


Art- 

uV 
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Art. 26. The Scripture Ttftimony of thrift % or, a Demon ft rat tori 
from the factcd Books, that Jefiis Chrift in his complete Per£6st 
is truly and properly the begotten Son of the only living &n<l 
true Gpd ; being an Anfwer to the Rev. Mr. Romaine's cele- 
brated Sermon entitled. The Self-exiftence of Jefus Chrift. In 
a Letter to the Author. By R. Elliot, A. B. hvo. i s, John- 
fon. 1775. 

Mr. Romaine, in the fermon to which this Letter is a reply, ad- 
vifes his Readers to confult the facred books concerning the doc- 
trine of Cbrift's felf-exiftencfc, and examine the matter ftri&ly and 
fblemnly. Mr. Elliot declares he has done fo, prefects Mr. Ro- 
maine with the refult of his enquiries, and calls upon him to re- 
fute the arguments he has made ufe of to fhew that Mr. Romaine’i 
frftem has no foundation in fcripture. In the co*rfe of this A®- 
iwer the weaknefs of Mr. Romaine’s reafpnings is fo plainly laid 
open, many of his pofitive after tions are (howiy to be fo abfurd 
and groundlefs, and he is fo evidently convi&ed of iacontiftencf 
and felf-contradi&ion, that we apprehend he will decline entering 
the lifts with his antagonift — at leaft on the ground of argument and 
reafbn. 

Political. 

Art. 27. Thoughts on the prefent Times ; with a View of com* 
poling Party- heat aid Aaimoftty. 8vo. 6 d. Law. 1775. 

We fee nothing in this little piece that ieems to have the lead 
tendency toward compofing party-heat and aaimoftty. It contains 
little more than a few ftale inve&ives againft America* and her ad- 
vocates on this ftde of the water. 

School Book, 

Art. 28. Jn eafy Introduction to Englijb Grammar % intended 
for the Inftru&ion, Encouragement, and Ufe of yoang Learners. 
By Thomas Joel. i2mo. is, Law. 1775. 

The multiplication of grammars wkhin this few years is betomd 
burden fo roe, and we are tired of perufing them. Mr. Joel*s profeffed 
reafon fori nor sating the number is, that all the Englifh grammars he 
has feeo might more properly Be ftyled treatifes, being rather fit for the 
Improvement's he fays) of Adepts in language, than for the eafe and 
encouragement of young Learners . He has therefore been induced to 
snake this attempt for the ufe of the latter; and flatters himfdf, chat 
when they are mailers of his jbort introduction , they will advaoce (Wifely 
towards the attainment of clailical learning, and arrive at the more 
difficult particulars of grammatical fcience with eafe and pleafnre. 
Mr. Joel’s introduction may, no doubt, be ufed with advantage by the 
learners for whom it is calculated. 

S E R M O N S. ^ 

L Preached at St. Bride’s, Fleet-ftreet, April 24th, and at Sb 
Martin’s in the Fields, July 2, 1775, *° recommend she InftL 
tution for the Recovery of Perfons apparently drowned. By 
Richard Harrifon, Mini iter of Brompton Chapel, andLe&afer 4 f 
St. Peter’s, Cornhill. 4(0. 1 s. Rivington. 

Although this Sermon is by no means deftitute of merit as a 
compofiiion for the pulpit, it chiefly calls for the attention of the 

Public 
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Public on account of the humane inftitution which it is intended 
to recommend, the fociety lately eftablilhed for the recovery of per- 
sons apparently dead by drowning or fuffocation. It will be a 
pleafure to the charitable and compaffionate to be informed, that, 
by means of this inftitution, which has fubfifted but little more 
than twelve months, no lefs than twenty-four perfons have been, 
faved, after they had lain for many minutes under the water, and 
were apparently dead : and one of thefe, .after having been under 
the water at lead a quarter of an hour, and upwards of forty mi- 
' notes had el ap fed before any proper afliftance could be procured. 
At the clofe of this Sermon we are informed, that it is the inten- 
tion of the fociety to diftribute through the kingdom, a printed 
account of the proper manner of treating perfons in fuch ctrcam- 
Hanccs ; and that they offer a rfward of four guineas where life iq 
xeftored, two guineas for every unfuccefsful attempt in which the 
proper mode of treatment has been ufed for two hours, and one 
guinea to publicans, &c. who receive the bodies readily into their 
ooufes. They alfo propofe to reward thofe medical aftiftants who 
iitcceed in reftoring life with an honorary medal. We (hall be ex- 
cused, if in this inftance we io far deviate from our plan as to ad- 
vertife our Readers that fubferiptions to this ufeful defigu are re- 
ceived by James Horsfall , Efq; Middle-Temple ; Dr, Cogan, Pater- 
nofter row ; and Mr. Hawes, apothecary. Strand, 

II. A good Charadtr better than a great Fortune . A Difcourfe, 
preached in London, May 28, 1775. By Hugh Worthington, 
Jum. 8vo. 6 d. Buckland. 

Mr. Worthington is a young diffenting minifter, of very pronfifing 
abilities ; and there is no doubt but he willtaake a refpedable fi- 
gure among his brethren, as a writer; efpecially when he haa 
learned to prune the luxuriances of his pen, and to check the re- 
dundancies of an imagination which feems fond (as young and lively 
authors generally are) of metaphorical imagery; fuch writers would 
do well to bear in mind Mr. Pope’s hint, that perfpicuity is rather apt 
to fufier, than to receive aid, from ornament. They (hould, aUq, 
take care of being milled by the obfervation of an excellent writer *, 
that a ftrtmn , like a tool, may be polijbed till it has no edge ; for proper 
and fkilful polifhing will improve the edge of the inftroment, mi 
snake it cut fo much die finer. 

III. Taljo ProHnfious to S donee pointed out, and true Knowledge recom- 
mended* — Before the Uatveriicy of Oxford, at St. Mary's, on A&- 
Sunday, July 9, 1775. By Richard Nicoll, D. J>. Re&or of 
Drayton in the Didcefe of Oxford, and late Fellow of Lincoln 
College, Oxford. Printed at the Clarendon Preft, and fold by 
Rivington in London. 

fV. The ! Duty of fiaudingfaft in our Jfrhitnal and tompeted Liberties.-** 
Preached July 17 th, 1775, before the Fkft Ratuiion of the City 
and Liberty of Phil a d e lp h i a ; and publifhed at their Requefo 
By the Rev. Jacob Dache, M. A. Philadelphia, printed ; Lon- 
don reprinted, by Evans in Pater- nofter-row. 

Dr. Smith and Mr. Duche are animated by kindred fpxrits, with 
refpeft to temporal aims ; and they efpoufe the fame caufe. Of the 


• Vid. Pref. Advertifemcm to this Difcourfe. 
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Dolor's Sermon we gave an account in the Review for Augull. tfW 
prefent difeourfe is equally calculated, with the Doftdr’s, to fan thd 
ilame of American patriotifm. It is pathetic, as well as argumen- 
tative ; and is introduced by a fuitable prayer : of which the fol- 
lowing petition may be given as a fpecimen : 

‘ We pray that thOu would’ft be in 1 peculiar xhanner pre- 

fent with all thofe who are entrufted with our great American 
caufe, as'well in council as in the field! give them wifdom to 
devife, and firmnefs to execute, fuch meafures for the refloration 
of public peace and harmony, as may confift with that true liberty, 
which is equally removed from bafe licentioufnefs on the one hand, 
and as bafe fubmiflion andjlavery on the other.* 

V. The Go/pel Mfjfage illuft rated, and the Duty of Cbriftian MU 
niflert enforced : — at the Vifitatidh of the Archdeacon of Leicefter* 
held at Melton Mowbray, May 18, 1 775. By Thotnas Ford, 

LL. D. Vicar of Melton Mowbray, bd. Mathews, Keith, &c. 

VI. The Boldnefs and Freedom of Apojtolical Eloquence recommended tl 
the Imitation of Minifiers , — On the Death of the Rev. and learned 

i ames Bate, M. A. late Reftor of St. Paul, Deptford, By Colis 
lilne, LL. D. Reftor of North Chapel in SufTex. 6d. Burnet. 

VII. The frijoner relieved — preached in the Marfhalfea Court- 
Houfe, by the Rev. Thomas Dendon, Oft. 21, 177c. Printed 
for the Benefit of the Author, now a Prifoner in the Marfhalfea* 
and fold by Cooke in Pater nOder-row. 

VIII. At the Aflizes at Wells, Aag. 22, 1 77c. By the Rev. William 
Krate, M. A.. Prebendary of Wells* and Reftor Of Launton, So- 
merfet. 4to. 1 s. Payne. f 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

A Letter, without any fignature, was received about two of 
three months ago, relating to a branch of our work which 
tve have the plcafure to find,' has given general fatisfaftion to the 
Public. This Letter might have been ioontr acknowledged, had 
we thought it incumbent on us to take any very refpeftfui no- 
tice of a Correfpondent who difeovers fo great a want of candour* 
and fo little dtfpdfition to be pleafed. 

O We have had the honour of hearing from the Fiery Welch 
Bard* who lately favoured the Public with a poem entitled " Thfc 
Head of the Rock His Letter it profufely filled with 
ments 9 and fuch high encomiums on the Authors of the M. R. at 
their modefty will not allow them to repeat.— In return for fuch 
tranfeendent civility, we can only fay, that we fhall ever be as 
proud as we ought, of meriting the warm applaufes of a gent Imam 
fo wifi, fo learned , and fo polite as Mr. William Williams of Perns 
brokefhire, Author of the Head of the Rock . 

* See Rev. Aug. Art. 53 of the Catalogue. 
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Art. 1. Judah Rejlortd ; a Poem In Six Book. By D f. Roberts, of 
Eton College. 8vo. 2V0IS. 6s. Wilkie. 1774. 

T HERE has always appeared to us fomething exceed- 
ingly poetical in the idea of the Babylonifh captivity 
of the Jews, occafioned at firft, probably, by that beautiful 
elegy, the 137th pfalm e There is fomething interefting, like- 
wife, and refpedable, in the hiftory of a people To infeparably 
attached to their country and original Rate, that, during a cap- 
tivity of more than half a century, they cherifhed the memory 
of it with the greateft and mod afFe&ing tendernefs, refufed to 
affimilate or aimciate with their conquerors, and thought even 
the indulgence of innocent mirth, in fuch circumftances, a 
kind of impiety. 

Dr. Roberts has made choice of this fubjeft for a poem in 
blank verfe, of fome length and confequence. It commences 
with the evening preceding the feaft of Behhazzar, of which, 
and of the death of that prince, mention is made by Daniel ; and 
concludes with the return of the Jews, and laying the founda- 
tion of their temple. 

The A other, after propoiing his fubje&, with great inge- 
nuity interefts the Reader in favour of his captives, by exhibit 
ing a very poetical and pathetic view of their fituation : 

On the trees. 

That o’er the waters bend, their untun’d harps. 

Harps, which their fathers ftruck to feftal hymns. 

Hang ufelefs. *Twas the hill, ’twas Sion’s hill. 

Which yet Jehovah lov’d. There once he dwelt 5 
There Rood his temple ; there from fide to fide 
The * cherub Rretch’d his wings, and from the f cloud 

> 1 ■ - ■' 1—*-***—— ■ ■ ■■■■■■ ■ ■ 

• 1 Kings vi. 29. f t Kings viii. 10. 

Vp t, LIIL Hh Beam'd 
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Judah Rtjhrei. 

Beam'd bright celeftial radiance. Thence though driven 
In early childhood to a Granger's land 
Or born fad heirs of flavery, ftill they call 
An anxious look from J Peruth’s willowy vale 9 
Toward Jordan, facred dream ; and when the fan 
Sunk in the well, with eager eye purfued 
His parting beams ; and pointed to the place. 

Where from their fight the faint horizon hid 
Thofe hills, which $ round deferred Salem’s walls 
Stood like a bulwark. And as fome tired | hart. 

Driven by keen hunters o'er the champain wild. 

Pants for the running brook, fo long the tribes 
Of captive Judah for their native clime, 

Again to ling the drains of Jefle’s fan, 

Again to raife a temple to their God. 

Whether the fame judgment is ihewn in the following paf- 
fage we are fomewhat doubtful. It is taken from the account 
of the celebrated feaft of Bel, or Baal, in the 3d t>f Daniel : 
The King, the nations, and the • languages 
Fall prodrate on the ground. But not a head. 

But not one head in all thy faithful bands, 

O Judah, bows. As when the full orb'd moon. 

What time the reaper chaunts his harved fong, 

Rifes behind fome horizontal hill 
Flaming with redded Are ; dill, as fhe moves. 

The tints all foften, and a yellower light 
Gleams through the ridges of a purple cloud : 

At length, when midnight holds her filent reign. 

Chang'd to a diver white, fhe holds her lamp 
O’er the belated traveller ; fo thy face, 

Belfhazzar, from the crimfon glow of rage. 

Shifting through all the various hues between. 

Settles into a wan, and bloodlefs pale; 

Whatever reverence may be due to authorities (though cer- 
tainly there is none due beyond the limits of Tafte and Nature) 
we apprehend that the comparifon of the changes of Belfhaz- 
zar’s countenance with thofe of the moon's afped is rather in- 
flated, and the difparity of the two objefls, and the difpropor- 
tion of their natural confequence too violent. This leads to 
and verges clofely upon the burlefque and the bombaft. Bo- 
lides, the (imile does not feem to be juft. The moon, when 
Chang'd to a diver white, fhe holds her lamp 
O’er the belated traveller— 

exhibits a chearful and a pleafant appearance. Belfhazzar, on 
the contrary, whofe countenance 

Settles into a wan, and bloodlefs pale, 
gives us a very different afpe£t. 


5 Euphrates. 4 Pf. exxr. 2, 

Pf, xlii, I. * D«i. iii. 7. 

That 
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That fublime prophcfy of Ifaiah, chap. xiv. which has been 
fo beautifully rendered into a Latin alcaic ode by Dr. Lowth, 
suid into an Lnglift ode by Mr. Mafon, is thus paraphrafed ; 

■ ■■■ Hell beneath 

Is moved to meet thee. See the mighty dead. 

The kings, that fat on golden thrones approach. 

The chief ones of the earth. O Lucifer, 

Son of the morning, thou that vaunting faid’ft 
“ I will afcend the heavens ; I will exalt 
“ My throne above the liars of God, the clouds 
44 Shall roll beneath my feet,” art thou too weak 
As we ? art thou become like unto us ? 

Where now is all thy pomp ? where the fweet found 
Of viol, and of harp ? with curious eye 
Tracing thy mangled corfe, the refcued Tons 
Of Solyma (hall fay, “ Is this the man 
44 That (hook the pillars of the trembling earth, 

94 That made the world a defert ?” all the kings. 

Each in his houfe in tomb’d, in glory reft. 

While unlamented lie thy naked limbs, 

The fport of dogs, and vultures. In that day 
Shall thefe imperial towers, this haughty queen. 

That in the midft of waters fits fecure. 

Fall proftrate on the ground. Ill-ominous birds 
Shall o’er the unwholefome marlhes fcream for food l 
And hilling ferpents by fulphureous pools 
Conceal their filthy brood. The traveller 
In vain (hall alk where ftood Aflyria’s pride : 

No trace (hall guide his dubious Heps ; nor fage. 

Vers’d in hiftoric lore, (hall mark the fite 
Of defolated Babylon. 

Here Dr. Roberts has evidently laboured to retain the Eng- 
lift verfion of Ifaiah as literally as pofiible : but has he not by 
the fame means hurt the dignity and the harmony of his verfe f 
- — Art thou become like unto us ? 

Is there any thing facred in this or any other mode of exprcff- 
fion that entitles it to be reverenced and adopted ? Nothings 
furely. It is the matter, not the phrafe, that claims our refpe&. 
The latter is merely human. 

Defcription of the Walls of Babylon . 

, . Thofe walls, within 

Whofe large indofure the rude hind, or guides 
His plough, or binds his (heaves, while (hepherds guard 
Their flocks, fecure of ill : on the broad top 
Six chariots rattle in extended front. 

For there, fince Cyrus on the neighbouring plain 
Has mark’d his camp, the inclos’d A (Tyrian drives 
His foaming deeds, and from the giddy height 
Looks down with fcorn on all the tents below. 

H h a Each 
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M^ogrc their bitter tail, through every none, 
there appears to be an unncceffary indulgence of obfolete exe-* 
predion. 

Dr. Roberts has, in our opinion, been lefs fucce&ful in hi$ 
fimilies than in any other circumftance of his work. 

The fifth book opens in the following manner : 

Meanwhile with infult rude, and clamorous threats. 

Even at the gate, impatient for the event. 

Stands Othniel, breathing vengeance on the head 
Of every Jewiih chief. Scarce had their (horns 
Proclaim’d the imperial edi&, when loud cries. 

And ihrieks, and favage hides, interrupt 
The voice of glad deliverance. Yet, (fo vice 
Ay (hrinks appall’d if virtue deign appear,) 

Still filence through the ranks, when Daniel 
Stood like the ambaffador of heaven, proclaim’d 
His worth fuperior: not the fainted breath 
Pafs’d through that rabble put, fo valiant late. 

So abjeti now. As when the lufeious juice 
Of Antigonian, or Barbadian cane. 

Forc’d by alchymic heat, in eddying waves 
Heaves to the caldron's brim ; if chance the fat 
Of newly daugbter’d ox, or un&uous caul 
Torn from the bleeding (wine, on the hot lake 
Be cad, at once the boiling fea fubfides. 

And fmooths his level furface ; fo the herd. 

The clamorous hod of OthnieJ, crouch’d at once 
Beneath their prophet’s eye. 

Now, we apprehend that to compare the influence and effe& 
of a virtuous man’s appearance on a vicious and unruly mob, 
to the effe&of hog’s fat thrown into a fugar boiler, is infinitely 
to degrade the object compared, and to induce a burlefque idea, 
as much, in this infiance, by falling too low, as, in the com- 
parifon of Belihazzar’s countenance to the moon, by foaring 
too high. ( This, indeed, is the more unfortunate fimile of 
the two ; and we doubt not but, in a future edition, the Au- 
thor will expunge it entirely. 

In the beginning of the fixch book Zorobabel is reprefented 
as mourning over the grave of Mifael ; upon which wo have 
the following fimile : 

■ ■ —■■■■■ - — ■ O’er the tomb 

With folded arms and downcad eye he dajids. 

Like monumental mourner, whom the deel 
Of dxdal artili from the Parian rock 
Hath hewn 

This, too, appears to be faulty : for the principal objed is 
degraded, whilfi the real mourner is compared to the ftatue of 
^mourner. This cannot be juftified by the authority of that 

image 
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ifcxug* where the fufferer is likened to ‘ Patience on a monu- 
meat.’ The imperfonated quality is fuppoled to be a being of 
a fuperior kind. 

The fame hero being miffing for a night in the camp, the 
joy of his brethren on his return is thus defer ibed : 

■ ■ ■ And though but one night loll. 

Such tranfport fwells their fouls, as when a* fhip 
With fails and enfigns torn, bears fafe to port 
Some mariner, whom Itorms and adverfe winds 
Had driven to defart ifle or continent 

For many a year deem'd loll — 

The laft line would have Hood better. 

Deem’d loll for many a year ■ 

For thus the identity of the expreffion in the full quoted line, 
its contrail, would have be$n avoided, and the empbafis better 
fupported. 

Dr. Roberts has annexed to his work, notes and illuftra* 
lions ; and, previous to thefe, a poetical addrefs to the Jew s, 
inviting them to acknowledge the Author of oar religion ; but 
thefe people are deaf to the voice of the charmer, charm he 
never fo wifely ! 


Art. II. Conclufion of the Account of Mr, de Lolmts Qonfiitution of 
England, See Review for October. 

I N the firll book of this valuable work, the ingenious Author hath 
displayed the refoorces of the different parts of the Englilh govern- 
ment for balancing each other, and explained in what manner their 
reciprocal a&ions and rea&ions produce the freedom of the continua- 
tion. In the fecond book, ha pro poles to lhew, that the particular 
nature and functions of thefe fame condiment parts of the govern- 
ment, which give it fo different an appearance from that of other free 
dates, are moreover attended with peculiar and very great advantages, 
which have not hitherto been fufficiently obferved. ‘ The hrit pe- 
culiarity, (ays be, of the Englilh government, as a free government, 
is its having a king,— its having thrown into one place the whole 
maft, if 1 may ufe the expreffion, of the executive power, and having 
invariably and forever fixed it there. By this very circumdance, alfo, 
has the depoftum of it been rendered facred and inexpugnable. By 
making one great, very great, man in the date, has an effefhiai 
check Leon put to the pretenfions of thofe who othenvife would drive 
to become fuch ; and diforders have been prevented, which, in all 
republics, ever brought on the ruin of liberty ; and, before it was 
lod, obdrufted the enjoyment of it.’ 

The diforders to which republican governments are incident, are 
fet forth by Mr. de Lolme ; after which he obferves, that the Englilh 
government has prevented the poffibility of misfortunes of this kind. 
By diminiflting the power, or rather the afloat exercileof the power, 
of the people ; (which, in fad, has been attended with a great in- 
creafe of their liberty,) and by' makings them ihare in the legiflature 
3 only 
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only by their reprefentatives, the irrefiftible violence lias been avoided 
of thofe numerous and general afifemblies, which, on whatever fide 
they throw their weight, bear down every thing. — Amidft the agitar 
tibos which are the unavoidable attendants of liberty, the royal 
power, like an anchor which refills both by its weight and the depth 
of its hold, in Hires a falutary (Icadinefs to the veflel of the ilate. 

One effedt ofxhe king’s prerogatives, largely illuflrated by oar Au- 
thor, is, the impofijbility of any citizen’s ever rifing to a danger- 
ous greatnefs. In difcuifing this matter, having firtt confidered the 
cafe of birth, he takes notice, that the only man, who, to thofe who 
are unacquainted with the government of England, might appear to 
put it in danger, would be a man who, by the greatnefs of his abili- 
ties, and public fervices, had acquired in a high degree the love of 
the people, and obtained a great influence in the Houle of Commons. 
4 But how great foever, continues Mr. de Lolme, this enthufiafm of 
the public may be, barren applaufe is the only fruit which he whom 
they favour can expedt from it. He can hope, neither for a didta- 
torfhip, nor a con fol Chip, nor in general for any power under the 
ihelter of which he may at once fafely unmalk that ambition with 
which we might fuppofe him to have been aduated ; or, if we fup- 
pofc him to have been hitherto free from any, grow infenfibly cor- 
rupt. The only door which the conllitution leaves open to his am* 
bition, of whatever kind it may be, is a place in the adminillration 
during the pleafure of the king. If, by the continuance of his fer- 
vices, and the prefervation of his influence, he becomes able to aim 
Bill higher, the only door which again opens to him, is that of the 
Houfe of Lords. — But this advance of the favourite of the people, to- 
wards the ellablilhment of his greatnefs, is at the fame time a great 
ftep towards the iofs of that power which might render him formid- 
able. 

The Author purfues the fubjedt in an ingenious manner, and, in 
doing this, he feems evidently to have had Lord Chatham in his mind. 
He confirms his fentiments, likewife, by the inllance of the Dbke 
of Marlborough in Queen Anne’s reign ; and by the Hate of things 
at the time of the Revolution, if, at that period, the fplendor and 
long eftabliftied power of a crown had not beforehand prevented the 
people from accuitoming themfelves to fix their eyes on fome particu- 
lar citizens, and in general, had not prevented all men in the date 
from attaining any confiderable degree of power and greatnefs, the 
cxpuliion of James might have been followed by events fimiiar to 
thofe which took place at Rome, after the death of Caefar. 

* God fqrbid, however, concludes Mr. de Lolme, that I ihoufd 
mean that the people of England are fo fatally tied down to ina&ion, 
by the nature of their government, that they cannot, in times of op- 
preffion, find means of appointing a leader. No ; 1 only meant to 
fay, that the laws of England open no door to thofe accumulations 
of power, which have been the ruin of fo many republics : that 
they offer to the ambitious no poflible means of taking advantage of 
the inadvertence, or even the gratitude, of the people, to make them- 
felves their tyrants $ and that the public power, of which the King 
has been made the exduiive depositary, mud remain unihaken in his 
a hands. 


Digitized by LiOOQle 


De Lolme on the Conflation of England • 459 

hands, as long as things continue to keep in their legal order; which, 
it may be obferved, is a moll ftrong inducement to him conftantly to 
endeavour to maintain it.’ 

Another benefit, pointed out by our Author, which arifcs from the 
unity of the executive power, is, that, in this cafe, the executive 
power is more eafily confined : and then he proceeds to (hew, that 
the fecond peculiarity which England, as an undivided (late and a free 
ilate, exhibits in its confiitution, is the divifion of its legidantre. 

( It is, fays he, without doubt, abfolutely necefiary, for fecuring the 
confiitution of a (late, to reflrain the executive power ; but it is Hill 
more neceffary to refirain the lcgiflative. What the former can only 
do by fucceflive fteps, (I mean fubvert the laws) and through a longer 
or fhorter train of enterprifes, the latter does in a moment. As its 
will alone can give being to the laws, its will alone can alfo annihilate 
them : and if 1 may be permitted the expreflion, the legiflative power 
can change the confiitution, as God created the light. 

* In order therefore to infure liability to the confiitution of a (late, 
it is indifpenfably necefiary to refirain the legifiative authority. But 
h?re we mull obferve a difference between the legifiative and exe- 
cutive powers : the latter may be confined, and even is the more eafily 
lb, when undivided : the legifiative, on the contrary, in order to 
its being refirained, (hould abfolutely be divided. For, whatever 
laws it may make fbr refiraining itfelf, they never can be, relatively 
to it, any thing more than fimple refolutions — Tn a word, the fatne 
kind of impofiibility is found, to fix the legifiative power, when it is 
one, which Archimedes objected again ft his moving the earth. 

* And fuch a divifion of the legifiature not only renders it pofiible 
fbr it to be refirained, fincc each of thofe parts, into which it is di- 
vided, can then ferve as a bar to the motions of others ; but it even 
snakes it to be a&ually refirained. If it has been divided into two parts, 
it is probable that they will notin all cafes unite, either for doing or for 
’undoing: — if it has been divided into three parts, the chance that no 

changes will be made, is thereby greatly increafed. 

Nay, more ; as a kind of point of honour will naturally take 
place between thofe different parts of the legifiature, they will 
thus be led to make to each other only fuch propofitions as will at 
leafi be plaufible ;^and all very material changes will thus be prevented, 
as it were, before their birth. 

* If the legifiative and executive powers differ* (o greatly with re- 
gard to the necefiity of their being divided in order to their being re- 
trained, they differ no left with regard to the other confequences 
arifing from fuch divifion. 

* The divifion of the executive power necefiarily introduces a&ual 
oppofitions, even violent ones, between the different parts into 
which it has been divided ; and that part which in the ifiue fucceeds 
to abforb, and unite in itfelf, all the others, immediately fets itfelf 
above the laws. But thofe oppofitions which take place, and which 
the public good requires fhould take place, between the different 
parts of the legifiature, never are any thing more than oppofitions 
between contrary opinions and intentions. All is tranfa&ed in the 
regions of the undemanding ; and the only contention that arifes is 

wholly 
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wholly carried on with thofe inoffenfive weapons, ailents and diP 
feats, ayes and noes. 

* Befides, when one of thefe parts of the legiilature is lo fuccefsful 
as to engage the others to adopt its proportion, the refult is, that a 
law takes place which has in it a great probability of being good : — 
when it comes to be defeated, and fees its proportion fall, the wor& 
that can refult from it is, that a law is not made at that time ; and 
the lofs which the Hate fuffers thereby, reaches no farther than the 
temporary fetting afide of fome more or lefs ufeful fpeculation, 

* In a word, the refult of a divifion of the executive power, is 
cither a more or lefs (ptedy elUblilhment of the right of the firengefi^ or 
continued (late of war : — that of a divifion of the legiflative power, 
is either truth, or general tranquillity, 

* The following maxim will therefore be admitted: That the 
laws of a Hate may be permanent, it is requiiite that the legiBarive 
power fhonld be divided, — that they may have weight and continue 
an force, it is neceffary that the executive power fhould be one' 

In the farther purfuit of the fubjeft, Mr. de Loime illudrates the 
truth of thefe principles, from the hiBory of the Englilh legiilature. — 
Thofe various prerogatives by which the component parts of the le- 
giilature are made to balance each other, are all, he thinks, fo inti- 
mately connected with the Bate, and depend fo much upon the 
vicilfitudes of public profperity and adverfity, that whatever particu- 
lar oppofitions may take place among thofe parts, there never 
can arife any, when the greaceft welfare is really in queBion. If, 
he obferves, we cad our eyes on the debates of the two houfes for a 
long fucccBion of years, and fee the nature of the laws which have 
been propofed, both thofe which have palfed, and thofe which have 
been rejetted, as well as of the arguments that have been urged on 
both fides, we (hall remain convinced of the goodnefs of the principles 
pn which the Englilh legiilature is formed/ 

A third circumdance, infilled upon by our Author, as peculiar to 
the Englifii government, is, the having the power of propofing laws 
lodged in the hands of the people. In moB of the ancient free Bates, 
the lhare of the people in the bufinefs of legillation, was to approve, 
or rejett, the propofitions which were made to them, and to give the 
final fanttion to the laws. The funttion of thofe pcrfons, or in gene* 
ral thofe bodies, who were intruded with the executive power, was 
to prepare and frame the laws, and then to propofe them to the 
people. In a word, they polTelTed that branch of the legillative 
power which may be called the initiative , that is, the prerogative of 
putting that power in attion. This expedient our fagacioas writer 
finds, upon examination, to be attended with inconveniencies equal 
to the evils it is meant to remedy. * But, fays he, as the capital 
principle of the Englilh conditudon totally differs from that which 
forms the bafis of republican governments, fo it is capable of pro- 
curing to the people advantages that are found unattainable in the 
latter. It is the people in England, or at lead thofe who reprelent 
them, who poffefs the initiative in legilladon ; that is to fay, who 
perform the office of framing laws and propofing them. And among 
the many circumdances in the Englilh government, which would ap- 
pear 
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pear entirely new to the politicians of antiquity, that of feeing the 
perfon intruded with the executive power, bear that (hare in legifla- 
tion which they looked upon as being neceflarily the lot of the people, 
and the people that which they thought the indifpenfable office of its 
magiftrates, would not certainly be the lead fubje&'of their furprife/ 

As it will be obje&ed, that the king of England, having the power 
of diffolving, and even of not calling parliaments, thus enjoys a pre- 
rogative which has been reprefented as dangerous, Mr. de Lolme 
proceeds to aofwer the obje&ion. Having done this in a fatisfa&ory 
manner, he confefTes indeed, that it feems very natural, in the model- 
ling of a date, to intrud the important office of framing laws, to thofe 
perfons who may be fuppofed to have before acquired experience and 
wifdom in the management of public affairs, * But, continues he, 
events have unfortunately demondrated, that public employments, 
and power, improve the underdanding of men in a lefs degree than 
they pervert their views ; and it has been found in the ifiue, that the 
effed of a regulation, which, at firft fight, feems fo perfedlly con- 
fonant with prudence, is to confine the people to ad a mere paffive 
and defenfive part in legiflation, and to deliver them up to the con- 
tinual enterprifes of thofe who, at the dyne time that they are under 
the greated temptations to deceive them, podefs the mod powerful 
means of doing it. — It was a matter of indifpenfable neceffity, that 
things fhould be fettled in England in the manner that they are. As 
the moving fprings of the executive power are in the hands of the 
king, a kind of facred depefitum , fo are thofe of the legiflative power 
in the hands of the two heufes : the king mud abdain from touching 
them, in the fame manner as all the fubjeds of the kingdom are bound 
teligioufly to fubmit to his prerogatives. When he fits in parliament, 
be has left, we may fay, his executive power without doors, and cam 
only affent or dident. If the crown had been allowed to take an ac- 
tive part in the bufinefs of making laws, it would foonhave rendered 
ufelefs the other branches of the legiflature.’ 

In the fifth chapter, an inqniry is made, whether it would be an 
advantage to public liberty, that the laws fhould be enaded by the 
votes of the people at large ; and the quedion is determined in the 
negative, with great variety of argument, and great flrength of 
reafon. 

By the determination of this queftion, the Author paves the way 
ibr (hewing the benefits that accrue to the people from appointing 
representatives, which fubjed is purfued by him through three chap- 
ters. In the firft of thefe chapters, fome general advantages are men- 
tioned ; and then Mr. de Lolme endeavours to prove that the benefits 
accruing to the people from their appointing reprefentatives, would 
be very inconfiderable, if they did not alfo entirely delegate their le- 
giflative authority to them ; after which, he difplays the effeds that, 
from this circomdaace, have refulted in the Engliih government; part 
of what is advanced upon thefe heads, we fhould, with pleafure, have* 
laid before our Readers, had our limits permitted it. 

In the ninth chapter, a farther difadvantage of republican govern- 
ments is confidered ; which is, that the people are necefTarily betray- 
ed by thofe in whom they trull : and from this topic our Author paffes 
on to a fundamental difference between the Engliih and the ancient 

re- 
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republican governments. * In what manner, fays he, has the Englilb 
conditution contrived to End a remedy for political evils, which, 
from the very nature of men and things, feem to be irremediable ? 
JHow has it found means to oblige thofe perions, to whom the people 
have given up their power, to make them effectual and lading returns 
of gratitude? — ‘thofe who enjoy an exdulive authority, to feek the 
advantage of all ? — thofe who make the laws, to make oply equitable 
ones ? It has been by fubjeding them themfelves to thofe laws ; and, 
for that purpofe, by excluding them from any (hare in the execution 
of them* 

* Thus, the parliament can eftabliih as numerous a (landing army 
as it v pleafes; — but immediately another power comes forward, which 
takes the abfolute command of it — which Ells all the pods in it, and di- 
reds its motions at its pleafure — The parliament may lay new 
tafces ; — but immediately another power feizes upon the produce of 
them, and alone enjoys the advantages and glory anting from the di£» 
pofal of it. The parliament may even, if you pleafe, repeal the laws 
on which the fafety of the fubjed is grounded ; but it is not their own 
caprice and arbitrary humours, it is the caprices and paftions of other 
men, which they will have gratified, when they (hall have over- 
thrown the col urn ns of liber ty. 

* And the Englifh conftitution has not only excluded from any 
(hare in the execution of the laws, thofe in whom the people trud for 
the enading of them, but it has alfo taken from them what would have 
had the fame pernicious influence on^heir deliberations, the hope of 
ever invading that executive authority, and transferring it to them- 
felves. 

4 This authority has been made in England one tingle, indivitible 
prerogative. It has been made for ever the unalienable attribute of 
oneperfon, marked out and afeertained beforehand by mod folemn 
laws and long edablilhed cuftom ; and all the adive forces of the date 
have been left at his difpofal. — From this unity ; and, if I may (6 
exprefs myfelf, this total fequedration of the executive authority, this 
advantageous confequence, in the fird place follows, that the atten* 
tion of the whole nation is direded to one and the fame objed. The 
people, betides, enjoy this mod elTential advantage, which they would 
vainly endeavour to obtain under the government of many, — they 
can give their confidence, without giving power over themfelves, and 
again ft themfelves : they can appoint trudees, without at the fame 
time giving themfelves matters.* 

As the executive authority has been made, in England, the indivi- 
fible, unalienable attribute , of one alone, all other perfons in the 
date are, iffo/ado, intereded to confine it within its due bounds. 
Liberty is thus made the common caufe of all. The laws that feenre 
it are fupported by men of every rank and order ; and the Habeas 
Corpus ad, for indance, is as zealoudy defended by the fird noble* 
man in the kingdom, as by the meaned fubjed.— In confequence of 
this difpofition of things, great men are engaged to join with the 
people in redraining the excefles of the governing power ; and, what 
is no left eflential to the public welfare, they arc alfo, from this fame 
caufe, compelled to redrain the excefs of their own private power oc 
influence ; and a general fpirit of jullicc thus diffufes itfelf through* 

out 
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out all parts of the Hate. — In fine, it is the throne above aH ; it is 
this jealous power, that makes the people fure that its reprefentatives 
will never be any thing more than its reprefen tatives ; and it is the 
ever fubfifting Carthage which vouches to it for the duration of their 
virtue. / 

Our author next examines the powers which the people themfelves 
exercife : and, having briefly treated on the right they have to ele& 
members of parliament, he proceeds to that important fubjeft, the 
liberty of the prefs, which he fets in a very itrong light. After forae 
ingenious and juft obfervations on the cenforial power fo much ap- 
plauded by feveral eminent writers ; he obferves, that we may; look , 
upon it as a farther proof of the foundnefsof the principles on which 
the Englifh conftitution is founded, that it has allotted to the people 
themfelves the province of openly canvafiing and arraigning the con- 
duct of thofe who are invefled with any branch of public authority. 
By this means the exercife of the cenforial power is delivered into the 
hands of the people at large. Every fubjedl in England has a right 
to lay his complaints and obfervations before the Public, by the 
means of an open prefs. A formidable right this, to thofe who rule 
mankind; and which, continually difpelling the cloud of majefty by 
which they are furrounded, brings them to a level with the reft of 
mankind, and flrikes at the very being of their authority. 

* In what, fays Mr. de Lolme, does this liberty of the prefs pre- 
cifely confift ? is it a liberty left to every one to publifh any thing, 
that comes into his head ; to calumniate, to blacken, whom he 
plcafes ? no ! the fame laws, that protect the perfon and the property 
of the individual, have alfo fecured his reputation ; and they decree 
again ft libels, when really fo, punifhments of the fame kind as are 
cftablifhed in other countries. But, on the other hand, they do not 
allow, as in the other Hates, that a man fhould be deemed guilty of 
a crime for merely publifhing fomething in print ; and they appoint 
a puuiihment only againH him who has printed things that are crimi- 
nal, and who is declared guilty of fo doing by twelve of his equals, 
appointed to determine upon his cafe, with the precautions we have 
before deferibed. 

4 The liberty of the prefs, as eHablifhed in England, confiHs there- 
fore, (to define it more precifcly) in this, that neither the courts of 
juHice, nor any other judges whatever, are authorifed to take any 
previous notice of writings intended for the prefs ; but are confined 
to thofe which are actually printed ; and mufi in thefe cafes proceed 
by the trial by jury. — It is the latter circumfiance which more parti- 
cularly conflitutes the freedom of the prefs.’ 

The advantages arifing from the news-papers, are admirably de- 
feribed by our Author ; and he is of opinion, that whoever confiders 
what it is that conflitutes the moving principle of what we call great 
affairs, and the invincible fenfibility of man to the opinion of his 
fellow creatures, will not hefltate to affirm that, if it were poflible 
for the liberty of the prefs to exift in a defpotic government, and 
(what is not lefs difficult) for it to exift without changing the confti- 
tution, this liberty of the prefs would alone form a counterpoife to 
the power of the priace. 

Another 
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Another effect, and a very confiderable one, of the liberty of At 
prefs, largely infided upon by Mr. de Lolme, is, that it enables the 
people cffedually to exert thofe means which the coufHtorion b eftows 
on them, of influencing the motions of the government* Upon the 
whole, he concludes, that though the complaints of the people do 
not always meet with a fpeedy and immediate redrefs, (a celerity 
which would be the fymptom of a fatal undeadinefs in the conditu- 
tion, and would fooner or later bring on its ruin) yet, when we at- 
tentively con fide r the nature and the refources of this confutation* 
we fhall not think it too bold an aflertion to fay, that it is impoffibie 
but that complaints in which the people perfevere, that is, to repeat 
it once more, well-grounded complaints, will fooner or later be re- 
drifted* 

In the fourteenth chapter, the Author examines the right of re- 
finance ; (hews that this is an acknowledged principle in the EngHfh 
government ; takes notice, that it is with refpeft to this right, that 
the advantage of a free prefs appears in a mod confpicuous point of 
view, and eftablifhes the following concluding remark : * The power 
of the people is not when they ftrike, but when they keep in awe ; it 
is when they can overthrow every thing, that they never need to move ; 
and Manlius included all in four words, when he faid to the people of 
Rome, OJlendite helium , pacem babe bit is J 

The three fucceeding chapters produce proofs, drawn from fads, 
of the truth of the principles laid down in the prefent work* In the 
firft place, an enquiry is made into the peculiar manner in which re- 
solutions have always been concluded in England. Secondly, the 
manner is confidered after which the laws for the liberty of the fab- 
jett are executed in England* And thirdly, a more inward view is 
taken of the Englifti government, than has hitherto been offered to 
the Reader : under which head Mr. de Lolme explains the total dif- 
ference between the Englifh monarchy as a monarchy, and all thofe 
with which we are acquainted. Thefe three chapters are entirely 
new, and conftitute a mod valuable addition to the treadfe before ns* 
Many ingenious obfervations are contained in them ; the date of 
things at Rome, and in other countries, is amply difeuffed ; and 
feveral important ctrcum dances, relative to the confutation and hido- 
tj of England, are farther illuftrated. It is particularly (hewn, that 
the co-exidence of the two afl'emblics which concur to form the Englifh 
parliament, contributes, in a high degree, to the fecarity of the 
crown, and the liberty of the people. 

The next quedion, confidered by our Author, is, how far the 
examples of nations that have lod their liberty, are applicable to 
England ? In difeuffing this quedion, he controverts the celebrated 
petition of Montefquieu, that “ the condhvtiou of England — will 
perifh ; that it will perifh when the legifiative power fhall have be- 
come more corrupt than the executive and he proves, that no true 
com pari fon can be made between the Englifh conduction, and the 
government of any other dates. Since it evidently infures, not only 
the liberty, but the general fatisfa&ion in all refpeds, of thofe who 
are fubje& to it in a much greater degree than any other government 
ever did, this confideration alone affords fufticient ground to conclude 

without 
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without looking farther, that it is alfo much more likely to be pre. 
ferved from ruin. 

If Mr. de Lolme were required to point out the principal event® 
which would, if they were ever to happen, prove immediately the 
ruin of the Englifti government, he would anfwer, that the English 
government will be no more, either when the crown (hall become in* 
dependent on the nation for its fupplies, or when the reprefentatives 
of the people (hall begin to (hare in the executive authority; and he 
thinks, that if, at any time, any dangerous changes were lo take 

S lace in the Englifti conftitution, the pernicious tendency of whic^t 
it people were not able at firft to difeover, reftridions on the liberty, 
of the prefs, and on the power of juries, will give them the firft in- 
formation. 

The concluding chapter contains fome fcnfible and judicious ob- 
servations on the nature of the diviiions that take place in England. 

Upon a careful review of this wor|c» we can venture to pronounce 
that it is an admirable performance. The view given of the Englifti 
conftitution is exad and pcrfpicuous : and the peculiar advantages of 
it are pointed out with uncommon fagacity and penetration. The 
writer hath derived benefit, in this refped, not merely from his own 
excellent undemanding, but from the circumftance of his being a 
foreigner. It is hence that he hath been enabled to behold fome 
peculiarities of the Britifh government in a ftronger light than the 
jaatives of this country, who ere not fo powerfully ftriken by 6 bjeds 
which are continually before their eyes. In (hort, we entirely agree 
.with Junius, that Mr. de Lolme’3 treatife is deep, folid, and ingeni- 
ous. At the fame time, we would not intimate that it is totally 
without defed. We Kave obferved in it a few errors and miftakes. 
Perhaps the Author refines, now and then, rather too much in hi? 
comparifons between England and other dates ; and we are afraid 
that he is far too fangume in his expedations of the (lability and 
.durablenefs of the Englifti conftitution. We (hall, however, take 
jDOtice only of one inftance, wherein we differ from him; becaufe a 
baduie hath been made of it, in the prefect critical and intereiUng 
Situation of Great Britain and her colonies. 

In the firft book of this work, we find the following note : 

* As the fatal advantages which we have faid to accrue to the exe- 
cutive power, when it has to treat with diftind feparate parts of the 
lame nation, refult from the very nature of things, they will obtain 
at all times and places ; and it may be laid down as an undoubted 
maxim, that a (overeien who depends, with regard to fupplies, on 
Several afiemblies, in fad depends upon none. An Agent for the 
.American colonies, in his examination before the Houfc of Common^ 
{A. 1766) has even fuggefted in three words the whole fubftanae of 
what I have endeavoured to prove on that fubjed, when he faid, ' 
€€ The granting aids to the crown is the only way the Americans 
have ofncommndiagtbenfthus to their Jhvereign'' ' Nothing, there- 
fore, could be more fatal to Englifti liberty (and to American liberty 
in the iffue) than the adoption of the idea, cherifhed by the Americans, 
of having diftind independent afiemblies of their owa, who (houid 
treat immediately with the king* and grant him fubfidies, to the utter 
Riv, Dec. 1775. t I i annihi* 
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annihilation of the power of thofe ancient, and hitherto fuccefeful, at- 
fertcrs of general lioerty, the Britifh parliament.* 

Ingenious and plaufible as this reasoning may appear, it will not 
be able# we apprehend, to Hand the tell of a drift inquiry. In the 
fird place, the very unity of parliament, though in general extreme- 
ly deferable, may be prejudicial in Certain cafes, if the parliament, at 
iny time, fhould become remarkably corrupt ; a fuppofition which few 
Englifhmen will regard as wholly abfurd. This unity of parliament 
may be peculiarly hurtful to didant colonies, when the legiflators 
have a feparate intered from that of thofe whom they govern ; when, 
for inilance, they tax a part of their fellow-fubjefts, without taxing 
themfelves. 

Secondly, the fall, with refpcft to the Bri tiff* dominions in America, 
is dfrcftly contrary to Mr. de Lolme’s apprehenfions. The Englilh 
colonies, from the beginning, till within thefe late years, have been 
taxed by their own aflemblics ; and yet they were not fubjugated to 
the arbitrary power of the crown, nor was there the lead likelihood 
that this would ever be the cafe. The fpirit of liberty will certainly 
be allowed to have rifen high enongh among them : the common 
complaint is, that it hath arifen too high. Indeed, the fear that the 
Americans would be rendered the indruments of tyranny in the hands 
of thf prince, and endanger the freedom of the mother-country, if 
they continued to be governed as they were governed before 1763, 
feems, at prefent, a very idle terror. This fear is the more ridi- 
culous, as the acknowledged tendency of the colonies is rather to in* 
dependency than to flavery. 

Thirdly, the indances referred to by our Author, of the provinces 
which have been united to the crown of France, and though they 
retain their particular aifcmblies, have, neverthelefs, been rendered 
fubfervient to the regal power, will not apply to the date of Britifh 
America. Thefe provinces became fubjeft to the French king in 
comparatively ignorant and barbarous times, and by the advantage 
of peculiar circumdances, and lingular occafions. They were an- 
nexed to the crown one by one, when the different parts of the 
kingdom had little connection with each other, when they were in- 
capable of clearly forefeeing the future confequencos of events, and 
when there was no fufficient means and opportunities of exciting and 
Spreading a fpirit of union. But the fituation of things, with regard 
& the Englirn colonies, is extremely different. We live in a period 
qf general knowledge, and free communication. Our American lel- 
Ipw-iubje&s are thoroughly enlightened upon the head of liberty ; 
tiipd it is impOflible that my attack could be made upon it, in afingle 

f ovincial aflembly, without railing an immediate and unirerfal 
arm. Add to this, that their vad didance from the feat of govern? 
iqent gives them peculiar advantages, and renders it very unlikely 
jtm t they should eves be reduced to the kind of febjeftion apprehended 
by Mr. de lolme. 

Thefe are only a few general hints. To do full judioe to tbeqoek 
lion, would require a didinA examination of many hidorical fads: 
nod we have no doubt but that fuch an examination would iiffipat* 
out Author’s fears, even were we to take in the additional inflances 
mentioned by Dr* Tu&cr 1 iafcii tad intemperate publicauem 

AaT| 
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Art. ftl. Hints to Gtntlemen of Landed Property. By Nathaniel 
Kent of Fulham, 8vo. 5 3 . Boards. Dodfley. 1775. 

T H £ diftinguifhed promotion of agricultural fcience is 
among the many honourable character iftic* of the pre- 
Ten t age j though, poffibly, it may have arifen out of the pre- 
vailing luxury of the times. There is hardly any fituation 
inore to be pitied than that of the country gentlemen of fmall 
fortupe, of a patrimony of three, four or five hundred pounds 
a* year : in fuch circumftances, to keep up the port of his own 
character, and the idea of anceftry, he mull have other recourses 
than his little rents would afford him ; — be muff take upon him 
the farmer \ — -he mull apply the advantages of education to the 
ciilture of a fcience neceflary to his fupport ; — he muft make 
agriculture His ftudy ; — he is, in fome meafure, under a necef- 
jfity of fo doing; arid hence it is that this ftudy has been fo ef- 
fectually promoted 

• It is for, the ufe of gentlemen in this line of life, that thefe 
hints are throWn out by a very fenfiblc man, who has, without 
any parade or theoretic affe&ation, brought before Us the fub- 
ftance of his ^radical knowledge. 

* The Reader, fays he, is cautioned not to expe& any thing 
Tyftematical in the fubftance, or ftyle of the following remarks. 
They are limply fuch as have arifen in the courfe of a three years re- 
sidence, and obfervadon in the Auflrian Netherlands, and an pet en- 
fivc pra&ice fince in the fuperintendance, and care of feveral large 
eftates, in different parts of England. Nothing is borrowed from 
pooks, or built upon hearfay-authority ; what little they con- 
tain is, chiefly a defeription of fuch practical points of huibandry 
as may be adopted in many , parts of England to great advantage. 
And as thefe hints are publifhed from no motive of intereft what- 
ever, but merely to enable gentlemen of landed property to be com- 
petent judges whether their eftates are properly managed or not, it is 
hope d they will meet with a candid ana favourable acceptance.’ 

The circu.mftartces of hufbandry, of which Mr. Kent has 
treated, are fo various as to take in almofl the whole compafs of 
the fcience. He begins With the right application of the foil, 
and the great bufinefs of draining ; he then copfiders natural 
and artificial grafTes : and of the culture of the latter he pre- 

• It is obferved by Dr. Percival, at the conclufion of his Eflay on 
the Orchis Hoot, “ That the tafte for experiment which charafterifes 
the prefent age, and which has fo amazingly enlarged the boundaries 
of fcience, now animates the Rational Farmer, who fears not to 
deviate from the beaten track, whenever improvements are fuggefted, 
or ufeful projcCls are poiuted out to him. Much has been already 
done, he adds, for the advancement of agriculture, but the earth 11UI 
"teems with treafurts which remain to be explored. The bounces of 
Jflatore art inrxbauftible, and will for ever employ the art, and reward 
the ipdqftry of mail.” 

I i % Tents 
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feu tens with an account which wp were tempted to tunferibay 
but the extr a& would be too Urge for our limits. 

This difeerning .writer nexttakes into ooofideration the dif- 
icrqnt methods of improving meadow and pafture • lands, the 

n t advantage of a fuitable flock of cattle, (on which fubjedt 
as fiiewn confiderabje judgment} and the nature and applica- 
tion of manures, He then lays do wnmaxims relative to ploughed 
landst calculates improvements and their expences ; confiderp 
iwafle lands, and fuggefls fuitable improvements* After thefe, 
he treats of the culture of turoeps, rapcfeed» and bops. Thqfp 
jufeful fubjects are followed by observations relative to buildingf 
god repairs, under which head -the deficiency of timber is parr 
ikularty confide red, and the moft ufeful forts of it are charac- 
terifed r different methods of planting are fuggefted, and fomp 
valuable hints are thrown out, refpeSing the management af 
timber in general. After thefe matters, Mr. l£ent, in a man- 
ner that does equal honour to his judgment and benevolence, 
eonfiders. the advantages refusing from small F^Eps, and 
describes fchofe of the moft profitable fize, reflefls on the great 
importance of cottages, and concludes with observations on the 
diftrels of the poor, and the increafe of the rates for their sffift- 
ance. As this Uft point is expe&ed fbortly to come before par* 
1 iament, we need not apologife to our Readers for laying be- 
fore them thisfenfible Writer’s refle&ipns. 

“ Thou Jbalt not muzzle the ox <wbm be treadetb out the cert w," is a 
divine Jaw, figuratively fignifying, that tjie poorer race of people, 
who are the inftruments by which the earth is cultivated, ought to 
enjoy a reafonable portion of its produce. 

4 The landlord, tenant, and labourer are intimately connected to- 
gether, and hare their reciprocal intereft, though in different pro- 
portions ; and when the juft equilibrium between them h interrupted, 
the oneorthe other muft receive injury. At prefent the balaoce is 
coofiderably againit the labourer ; and yet, though.it feetns a para- 
dox, the other parties ultimately derive no advantage from it. 

4 The great increafe in the Poor-rates may be accounted for in a fear 
word),. The rife upon land and its produce together is at feaft fixty 
per cent, the rife upon labour not above twenty. The difference it, 
of courfe, againft the working hands ; and when their earpiogs are 
infufecient for the ahfolute necefthaes of life, they muff inevitabljr 
fall upon the. parilh ; which is bound, ip that cafe, to make up .the 
deficiency. So that if we cpnfider this matter properly, we muv dif- 
icover a great want of policy in beating down the vjdue of labopr, 
not to mention the inhumanity of fuph an aftion. For it is much 
better for a farmer to gi ve an iuduftripus man, who has a large family 
half- a crown a week more than is generallygiven, being .only 6j, 
jios.a year, than to load a farm with th^t additional incumbrance 
in the rates ; becaufe when ppce a poor man is obliged to have re- 
aourle to tjie parifh, he thinks it no greater difgrace to be beholden 
toil for a crown, than a flailing; and therefore, when be cannot 
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•wholly fupport bis family by labour, he will not care bow tittle he 
contributes towards it. 

* If owners and occupiers of land would confent to raife the price of 
labour, in proportion to theincreafe of their profits, a great part of 
the diftrefs among the poor would be removed. At prefent they can- 
not live by their labour; let us<examine their condition. Wc will 
iirft fuppofe that the rent of the cottage is paid, by the extra- earnings 
of the family, in time of harveftf : and then we may allow fourteen 
pence a day, as a medium of wages for the man, which is nearly the 
prelent rate of wages, taking one place with another. The wife we 
will fuppofe to earn three pence a day betides attending upon her 
children. This will be eight fhillings and fixpence a week between 
them. If they happen to have five lmall children, which is no un- 
common number, bow are they to fupport themfelves ? If we allow 
the man a pound and an half of bread every day, and the wife and 
children three quarters of a pound, one with another, which is about 
the quantity they will require, this will be forty-two pounds a week ; 
and the price of it cannot be eftimated at lefs than three halfpence a 
pound. This brings the article of bread alone to five fhillings and 
three pence a week ; and there remains only three fhillings and three' 
pence for all the other neceflaries of life, which mull be greatly in- 
sufficient. While the prefent high price of provifions continues, it is 
impofiible that fuch a family can eat any thing except bread, which is ; 
a very cruel cafe upon a poor man, whofe whole life is devoted to hard 
labour. On the contrary, were he allowed eighteen pence a day, 
which would be nearly the fame proportion as, the increafe in the 
value of land, and price of provifions, their income would be together 
ten fhillings and fixpence a week ; which, under proper management, 
would enable them to clothe themfelves decently, and add about 
eight or ten pounds of coarfe meat to their bread, which they are 
lurely entitled to by the laws of nature, and the ties of humanity. 

* There is Hill another caufe which greatly heightens this diftrefs, 
4ind that is, the difadvantage thefe poor objects labour under, in car- 
rying their dear-earned penny to market. Formerly they could buy 
milk, butter, and many other fmall articles in every parifh, in what- 
ever quantity they waited. But fince fmall farms have decreafed ia 
number, no fuch articles are to be had ; for the great farmers have 
no idea of retailing fuch fmall commodities, and thofe who do re- 
tail them, carry them all to towrfs, A farmer is even unwilling to 
fell the labourer who works for him a bufhel of wheat, which he might 
get ground for three or four pence a bufhel. For want of this ad- 
vantage he is driven to the meal-man, or baker, who in the ordinary 
courfe of their profit, get at leaf! ten per cent, of them, upon this 
principal article of their confumption ; which they might fave, if 
their employers would fupply them with corn at the common market- 
price. In fnott, they labour under every difeouragement. For the 
very perfona who have the advantage of their labour, and whofe duty 
it is to make their fixation comfortable, are often their greatefl op- 
jtfefTors ; and as' the principal farmers of every parifh are generally 
tne overfeers of the pOOr, their complaints are frequently made to a 
deaf ear. 

I i 3 * It’ 
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* It will doubtlefs be aflted, how (hall we obviate all thcfe evils, and 
where is the remedy for them i To thefe questions every one has a 
different anfvver, according to the difference of bis ideas. My an- 
fwer is, Let gentlemen of fortune take upon them the fuperintend- 
anee, and regulation', of country buiinefs more than they do. Let 
them adt as guardians to the poor, by confidering their eft arcs as in 
good, or bad condition, only in proportion to the comfortable, or 
miferable condition of the labourers who cultivate them. Let them 
reduce the fize of their farms, in order to increafe the fmaller articles 
of provifions, and to throw them into more channels. Let them 
increafe the price of labour, in proportion to the rife upon land, and 
the price 'of provifions. By fuch encouragement, the induftrious 
poor will find a comfortable fupport. I fay the indbftrious ; becaofe 
I do not know any fcheme, or any law that can alter the difpofidon, 
and force people to be induftrious, whether they will or qO. And 
from hence, 1 conceive, it has, in part, happened, that much wifer 
heads than mine have been puzzled how to make any effectual 
amendment to our Poor-Laws. The late Earl of Hardwicke, and 
Sir Richard Lloyd, it is well known, had this point long under con- 
(ideration ; and the refult was, that with all their large experience, 
and confefled abilities, they were obliged to leave the matter juft as 
they found it. The loud cries of the poor have now afrefh excited 
t’ie attAtiort of the legiflature. Houfes of induftry, as they are call- 
ed, feem now to be the favourite objett; and they have lately been 
recommended with a fpirit of ingenuity, ana humanity, that will ever 
do honour to the able Author of “ Obfervations on the Poor-Laws, 
Ac.'* I wifli fuccefs to every fcheme that tends to fpread general hap- 
pinefs ; and if houfes of induftry fhould be adopted by parliament, 
may ho untoward accident prevent the good defign of the proje&ors! 
May the diligence and zeal of future overfeers ever keep an even 
pace ; and a good intention not fail, as it has fometimes done, with 
the novelty of it ! In the mean while, as fuch a capital change muft 
be a Work of time, let it be endeavoured, to make the poor as com- 
fortable as may be, in their own parifhes. From the general demo- 
lition that has happened, other houfes will be wanting for their ac- 
commodation, befides houfes of induftry ; and the poor are not lefs 
Attached to domeftic endearments than the rich. Let mine, or any 
other plan be adopted for this purpofe. It matters not who is the 
projector, provided the induftrious man receive due encouragement 
to continue his labour. But I am perfuaded that every gentleman 
will find his account, in purfuing the humane and juft meafures f 
have ventured to recommend. F^is eftate, by being (b materially 
bafed in the article of the poor's tax, will not pay him a farthing lefs 
than it does at prefent ; and he will be honoured, and diftingutfhed 
in his neighbourhood, by the nobleft appellation, foperior to all 
titles, that of being the poor man's friend . 9 

There may be thofe whofe intereft or different mode of think- 
ing may lead them to difapprove the policy of thcfe fuggeftions. 
1 he humanity by which they are diftinguifhed muft be approve^ 
by all. 

• Written by the Rev. R. Potter. See the laft vol. of our Review, 
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A*T. IV. ATreaitfe of a Catarad, its Nature $ Species , Caufes* and 
Symptoms ; •with a difind Reprefentation of the Operations by Couch- 
ing and Extradion : a lfo Mr, David’s Comparative View of their 
refpedlive Merits; together with fome Hints concerning Means 
for preventing its formation, and fnperfeding the Neceflity of either 
Operation ; extracted from the heft Authors. With Copper- 
Plates. By George Chandler, Surgeon. 8vo. 2 s. 6 d. fewed. 
Cadell. 1775. 

T HE preface to this work begins with the following extra- 
ordinary remark on the Nofologia Methodica of Dr, Sau- 
vage, viz. 

‘ Mr. Sanvage’s very learned, very com prehen five, and very ela- 
borate fyftem of difeafes, of all kinds and fpecies, falling into my 
bands, and its being a work entirely new in its way, and voluminous, 

I was tempted to run it over, and take a curfory view of the 'plan 
he proceeded upon, and of the order and method in which it was 
carried on ; in doing which, I could not but obferve, in his arrange- 
ment of the difeafes, under their feveral clafles, orders, genera and 
fpecies, the neceflity which the execution of his plan laid him under, ' 
of fcattering the feveral difeafes, relating to one and the fame part 
of the body, here and there at very wide diftances one from the 
other ; fo that in order readily to torn to aay particular difeafe, his 
iyftem mud be firft thoroughly examined and well underfiood ; and 
even in that cafe, the reader would, I apprehend, be every now and 
then at a lofs, under what genus or fpecies to fearch for it: I made 
this obfervation more particularly, in regard to the various difeafes 
of the eye, which lie very widely difperfed from each other, accord- 
ing as it was neceflary to difpofe of them under the feveral heads of 
Vitia , Vefanim, Debilitates , Spafmi , &c. 

* On contemplation of which, I was induced to fearch diligently 
through the whole work, and to bring down the feveral diftinguifhing 
appellations of the diforders pertaining to this part, together, that 
they might be feen at one view, referring to the pages where they 
were treated of $ in order afterwards, to take each of them into a 
more particular confideration. 9 

Mr. Chandler, however, might have faved himfelf the 
trouble of this fearcb, and thereby have efcaped the blunder of 
imputing to Mr. Sauvage, a defed which exifts only in his 
own imagination ; for by turning to the index of that celebrated 
work *, under the word Oculi be would have found. 

Oculi Elepbantiajis \ exprejjio; nsagnituio nimia ; profopfus, i. 
173 Oculi Laebrymojt ii. 373, Qramioji 375, 

Oculorum Dolor inflammatio ii. 58, Morbs exiemi 706, interns 
•jos l and by referring to page 705, he would have found an 
ajnple catalogue of the difeafes of the eyes, internal as well as 
External ; and by the index, he might have been dire&ed to the 
pages containing their feveral deferiptions. 


* Amft. 1768. 
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Mr, Chandler’s treatife is chiefly compiled from the more 
eminent writers on this fubje&, and it is divided into fewehteen'. 
fe&ions, under the titles of ift, Description of a Cataraft. ad. 
The various Species of Catara&s. 3d, The Gaufes of a Cat* 
tara<JV, 4*.h, Of thofe Catara&s which more readily admit 
of relief. 5th, Of doubtful, dangerous, or irremediable Gau- 

ra&s, fcc. &c. In treating of the 4 Caufe of a Catara&,’ rise 

Author informs us, that thefe are various ; and be enumerates 
among them, nbftru&ions of the minute chryftalline veiTels, de- 
fluxions from the head and eyes, immoderate weeping, vexatious 
and tedious catara&s, and 4 dry nojlrih , not ufed to void tbeir 
mucus \ alleging that 4 that Pituita, which cannot And its 
way through the nofttils, may fomeiimes be turned into the eye.' 
We are, however, totally unable to comprehend hour this 
fhould happen, fo as to produce a Catara& ; and are much fur- 
prifed that Mr. Chandler fhould have adtiiitted a petition of this 
infupportable kind, though it has indeed received the fan&ton 
of Plainer.' 

Our Author, in his fixth fe&ion, treats of the adminiflratlon 
of internal remedies, and on this topic he delivers feveral hypo- 
thetical notions, and fome practical dire&ioos, which muft 
provoke a fmile from any one who is duly acquainted with the 
frefeut imprmed /Utt of medical knowledge. Indeed Mr. Chand- 
ler s chirurgical education does not feem to have qualified him to 
treat this p^rt of his fubjeft with advantage 5 and it would, 
doubtlefs, have been nloft prudent in him to have confined 
himfelf entirely to that part of the fubjeft, of which, asa fur- 
gcon, he was better able to give an account. 

The laft feflion contains an hiftorical account of the intror 
du&ion and progrefs of 4 the operation on the£atara& by e*- 
traflion,' and of the various improvements therein, as propofed 
by David , Garengeot, Poyett, Sharp, and Warner; and it 
concludes, with an examination of its feveral advantages and 
disadvantages compared with thofe of couching*— as a fpecimcn 
of his ftylc and manner, we (ball extraft a part of what be deli- 
vers on this topic, viz. 

* Mr. Daviel himfelf very candidly acknowledges, that this manner 
of operating by extraction is liable to fome accidents peculiar to it z: 
his words are, 

4 Whatever preference I think I ought to give to thi&mannec of ope* 
rating, I cannot but agree that it has its particular accidents, bint 
they are ofiiuch a nature as to be eafily relieved, and there arc fojn£. 
of them which may be prevented ; for example, 

‘ It may happen, during the operation, that a portion of the vitreous' 
humour may now out of the eye; but one may be almolb fort to 
avoid it, by preffing but very lightly npon the globe, whilft one is 
endeavouring to make the chryllailine come forth. 

4 One 
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^ One meets with cafes where it appears neceflary to employ a 
flronger prcfiurt; and if the* membrane of the chryftalline adheres to 
the iris, then this adherence muft be deftroyed with the little fpatula, 
and the pupil yields by little and little to the iffue of the chryftalline. 

4 If it happens by a wound made in the iris, that blood fhould 
flow into the anterior chamber, it runs ofFeafily through the incifion ; 
nor does that in any manner retard the operation ; as he had ex£ri- 
enced in a cafe' where Meff. LeDran, Morand, La Fay6, and feveral 
others* were witnefles to the fa&, that the eye was not the worfe for it, 
and the patients faw objects as perfectly as with the other. 

* If the needle appointed to open the cornea, be too haftily with- 
drawn, the iris may follow the aqueous humour, and this membrane 
may be found pinched between the two lips of the little wound ; but 
it is very eafy to difengage it by foftly lifting up the cornea with the 
little fpatula ; fbmetimes even the natural motions of the eye, of 
themfelves, oblige it to retreat into its own place. 

* In the courfe of the cure, the iris may again efcape through the 
opening, and form a ftafhyloma ; but it is very tafy to remedy it, in 
caufing the iris to retreat back again ; and it may be almoft furely 
avoided; by obfemrtg, in dreffing up the eye, not to bear too tight 
on it with the bandage, as this accident is moft commonly the con* 
feqnence of too violent pfeffare. 

4 Mr. Daviel imagines, that it Will be readily admitted, that the 
accidents of which he has here fpoken, are of very little importance, ' 
in com parifon with thofe which may happen from the ordinary way of 
operating, and he has drawn a parallel between the two methods of 
operating, in order to point out the advantages of that byextra&iou. 

* But f muft* not omit to mention, that Mr. Warner adds two other 
accidents to thofe which Mr. Daviel has remarked from this way oF 
operating, viz. that the pupil is fubjett to be lacerated by the catara&’s 
forcing its way fcddenly through the pupil, whence fometi mes a total 
contraction of it afterwards ; fecondly, he mentions a finking down 
of the globe of the eye, a deformity and an irrecoverable lofs of 
fight, proceeding from the too great evacuation of the vitreous 
humour, at the time of operating. 

‘ In ordjer to form a proper judgment between the two operations, 
the Reader muff bear in mind wbat has been already mentioned ; he 
Will particularfy remember what happened in the Hermit's cafe, where 
the chryftalline was broke to pieces, by a firUitlefs endeavour tade- 
prefs the cataraft, many portions of which pafifcd into the anterior ' 
chamber . At other times, thofe fragments of the chryftalline, broken 
into pieces by the needle, pa(Ted through the pupil into the internal 
thornier : fometimes he found it to be got between the retina and the 
choroid, and both thefe membranes rent in feveral places. 

‘ Heobferves in regard to needles in genera], that the fine pointed 
ones, can do nothing but prick or pun&ure, and therefore that they 
muft be the oceafion of all thofe accidents pertaining to the pricking 
of very ffeafible -and delicate parts. Thofe< which have fharp edges, 
cut the vefiels, and often caufe an effufion of blood into the eye* 
which hinders the finifhing of the operation : thofe which are fiat, 
blunt, and rounded, may bruife and lacerate the internal membranes 
of thf eye, and produce grievous accidents, 
r « He 
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• He found it fometimes impoffible to effed a depreflion of tie 
catarad, and the attempt mifchievous ; and he mentions in the very 
cafe which determined him to purfue the method of extrading it, that 
after a fruitlefs and mifchievous attempt to deprefs a catarad, he 
focceeded happily in the extradion. 

‘^jfe takes notice of the neccffity of waiting till the catarad bo 
foli* before a depredion be attempted, which in fome cafes never 
happens ; but a catarad may be extraded even from its beginning* 
and without waiting for its maturity. 

* A dcprefied catarad may rife again, and that after the bed per* 
formed operation, nay even a long time after s and it u well known 
that this has fometimes happened. But when a catarad has once 
made its efcape ont of the eye, it can never appear again. 

• A catarad fometimes, either wholly or in part, pafles through the 
hole of the pupil, into the anterior chamber in the time of the ope* 
ration ; and it is known to have happened feveral years after ; in 
which cafe, the chrydalline being an extraneous fubftanc* in this 
place, its refidence there mud be very incommodious, and may even 
draw after it, the lofs of the eye ; or at lead it will require another 
operation : but by extradion the catarad Is -drawn quite out of the 
eye, being canfed for this purpofe to pafs through the pupil. 

‘ In operating by depredion, on a foft catarad, the operation be- 
comes oftenjmperted, by the fragments of the lacerated membrane ; 
and moreover charged with fome (limy portions of the chryfollinr, 
which may block up the pupil, and oppofe the fame obllacle to tha 
jays of light, as the entire catarad. But Mr. Daviel fays, he has 
drawn out foft catarads : he has taken out fome refembiing hydatids, 
and has detached others which were adherent. 

* To deprefs a catarad by the old method, it becomes neceflary to 
traverfe .the vitreous humour, and to break in upon the cellules, 
which are fometimes lacerated by the more or fewer repeated move- 
ments of the needle ; but which cannot be done without important 
confequences ; and which cannot be avoided, although a needle be 
employed, which has neither point nor edge; but this accident 
never can take place in the method by extrading. 

« In couching, fays Mr. Warner, the needle is paiTed through all 
the coats, which are concerned in compohng the external, as well as 
the internal parts of the eye, except the cornea and the iris, viz. the 
conjundive, albuginea, fderotica, choroid, and retina; and that 
thofe temporary retchings to vomit, and fevere pains in the head, 
which are fometimes known to fucceed this operation, probably arife 
from wounding the retina : he fays moreover, that the border of the 
iris is liable to be wounded by the couching needle's being direded 
too forward.’ 

Notwithftanding the faults we have mentioned in this tren- 
tife and a few inaccuracies of language which we have over* 
looked, it is but juft to recommend it altogether as an ufeful 
compilation. 
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Mr. V. A conclft hi for teal Account of the prtfent Cosftitutipn of tit 
Unitas Fratrum, or Unity of the Evangelical Brethren , who adbero 
to the Auguftan ConfeJJion . T ran fl ate< l ^ rom the German, with ^ 
Preface, by the Rev. B. La. Trobe. Svo. is. Lewis* 1775- • 

T HE fed of the Unitas Fratrum , more commonly known by, 
the name§ of Herrohutters and Moravians, was at firtt 
formed by Nichqlas Lewis, Count of Zinzendoff, at Bartbelf- 
dorf in Upper Lufatia, in the year 1 722. Finding his followers 
increafe, particularly from Moravia, he built an houfe, in 9 , 
wood, near Barthelidorf, for their public meetings;. and before 
the end of the year 1732, this place grew Into a'village, which 
was called Herrnhuth, and contained about fix hundred inha- 
bitants, all of them following Zinzendorf, and leading a kind 
of monadic life. From this time the fed has fpread its 
branches from Germany, through all ^he Protefiant dates in 
Europe, made confidcrable eftabji(hments on the continent of 
America, and Weftern Iflcs, and extended itfelf to the £aft 
Indies, and into Africa. In England, Moravian congregations 
are formed, at London, Bedford, Ockbrook near D.erby^ 
Pud fey near Leeds, Duckenfield in Chefhire, Leominftcr, Ha- 
verford-weft, Briftol, Kingfwood, Bath, apd Tetherten. 

A fed which has made fo rapid a progrefs, and which its fol- 
lowers are fo induftrious to propagate, muft form no inconfider- 
able objed of attention in the ecclefiaftical hiftory of the prefent 
age ; and it may be deferving of inquiry for other reafons, than 
pierely to gratify curjofity, on what principles thefe focieties are 
founded, by what regulations they are conduded^ and wi^ 
rites and ceremonies are in ufe among them. 

This concife account of the Unitas Fratrum is evidently writ- 
ten by one of the brethren, with a view to give the world a 
favourable idea of their inftitution. But there are fo many 
sparks of artful concealment, and fo many effential omiflions, in 
the account, . that it feems worthy of little regard. The writer 
aflerts, that their body receives the Auguftan confeflion, and 
fuffer no dodrines repugnant to it to be taught in their congre- 
gations. At the fame time he fays, that they account the holy 
feriptures as the only ftaqdafd and rule, both of their dodrine 
and pradice. But that both thefe aflertions are as far from the 
truth, as they are from each other, Himtus hath fuftxciently 
{hewn in his candid narrative of the rife and progrefs of the 
Herrnhutters, written iq 1753* From the fermons of the 
founder himfelf, he quotes many paflages, which plainly prove, 
that he expeded his followers to regard his judgment, either as 
fuperior to the authority of feripture; or (which amounted to 
the fame thing) as their foie guide in determining Its meaning; 
Jbat he uiftruded tfiem— that religious regards are due to Chrift 
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alone, exdufive of the Father — that the ufe of reafon and pbi- 
ldfcphy iir religion is to be rejected— that Chrift can make 
virtue to be vice, and vi£e virtue — and that, among the bre- 
thren, all thofe ideas and afiinos, which are generally conddered 
as fcnfual and impure, are confecrated, and acquire a myflical 
ahd fpiritual meaning. 

Thefe dedrines, fo contradi&ory to common fenfe, in con- 
fident with 1 all rational principles of religion, definitive of 
. gbod morals, and dangerous to the peace and order of fociety, 
the writer of this account has pafled by without notice. He has 
indeed, with much artifice, and probably with a view to in*- 
veiglc fuch as afedifyofed to think favourably of the fed, thrown 
out a vague and unmeaning declaration concerning Count 
Ztirnktidorf ; 4 that he thought it was necefTary he fhould revife 
Ms* writings before he could be fatisfied with them, but was 
Prevented by the multiplicity of his other bufmefs, and bis being 
caHed into the joy of his Lord ; and that as to his private opi- 
nions, which are uttered in his writings, he entreated all, and 
each of his* brethren, twenty years ago, and at the fynod, that 
they would not aflert, or defend them to any one . 9 If the 
Count meant' any thing farther by thefe declarations, than to 
caft duff* in the eyes* of ftrtmgers, why did he not require bis 
brethren, not to embrace and retain* thefe opinions, as well as 
not to aflert and defend them to others ? Why did He not par- 
ticularly fpecify the opinions* which his matures* judgment dif- 
approvtdv and publicly recant the errors he had' propagated i 
What bufinefe could he have to tranfaA, fo 1 important to the 
credit of his cattfe, or fo neceffary to prepare him for the joy of 
h is Lord, as to free his fyftem from fuch abfard, licentious, and 
dangerous principles as thofe above-enumerated ? Or what right 
*ha? the world to take it for granted, that thefe are the opinions 
which he meant to recant, and which his followers renounce, 
tinleft they openly and explicitly make this declaration? When 
they are publicly called upon to vindicate tbemfelves from fuch 
charges as thefe, the only reply which remains for them, is 
that which they have learned from their matter j 4 You meddle 
vrith affairs you are entirely ttrangers to, and have none of thofe 
qualifications which are requifite for arguing about things that 
concern us . 9 

Equally evafive and imfatisfa&ory is the account which this 
apologift gives of a pretended reformation in their hymns, which 
have been long known to abound with ideas of the moft larfct- 
vious kind. 4 Some hymns, fays he, which a quarter of a cen- 
tury ago were either made ufe of in the congregation* or printed' 
irVccrifedion\of Hymns, have been long fet afide Snd difufcd, 
though they never bore the meaning, which was affixed to' 
them, partly out of mockery, and partly out of nufundcrttandUc 
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qrig ; tut as feme of them were not -adequate tp .the jniy 
and ferioufaefs of the divine truths, and were interwoven wlta 
a play upon words, which funk into trifling, therefore they are 
laid afide.’ • ' 

What kind of reformation has adually taken plate in this 
/eipeft, and how far the hymns, at prefint in ufe+ are ‘adequate 
to the Simplicity and ferioufnefs of divine truths,’ let the Reader 
judge from the following /*?& Lets than two years ago, mper- 
ion, who went into the Moravian chapel at Pudfey, takiqg.op 
mne of their hymn-books, which lay in public for daily ofe, 
accidentally opened upon a hymn, containing lines, with which 
we ihould not xrfFend our Readers delicacy, did it not deem 
neceflary, in order to give them a true idea of the Moravian 
worthip in its prefent Hate ; 

* And the fo bleflcd is. 

She gives him many a Jeffs s 
Fix’d are her eyes qa him ; 

Thence moves her every fimb ; 

And Ante (he him fp loves. 

She only with him moves : 

His matters and his blood 
Appear her only good.’ 

We have been the more particular in oar remarks On thiir 
pamphlet, becaufe we apprehend that it is artfully contrived, to 
delude thofe who are ignorant of the truehiftory and principles 
of Moravianifm, and to ftreagthen the interefts of a fed, which 
hath ere&ed its ftandard againft decency, virtue, and reflgion* 


Ait. VI. Mijkllaneous Differtations on Rutal SubjiQu Svo. 59* 
Boards. Robinfon* 1775* 

T HESE Diflertations are upon fubje&s of confiderable im^ 
portaoce in rural ceconomy. In the firft, relating tp 
Fences, the feveral methods of fencing lands of various kinds, 
and different fituations, in different counties, are defcribed. 
The principal ufes of a fence are for {belter to lands and cattle $ 
and as a fecurity from damages. A moderate quantity of wood, 
properly difpofed, anfwers both purpofes of {belter and defence j 
and cheap methods are here laid down to attain both. To ren* 
dor this article the more generally ufeful, the beft pradica) 
methods of fecuring lands from floods, and encroachments qjF 
fivers, or other contiguous waters, are alfb deferiberi. 

The Author proceeds to treat of the various £inds mZr 
Wires; without the aid of which, as he juftly obferves, lands 
Wpuld fink greatly below their prefent value. Farms that arc 
much deficient in manure, are generally low rented ; but where 
manures abound, the tenant, having the means of improve- 
ment at hand, cau afford tp-pay a higher rents fla 9*y, qot* 
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withftanding, ufe too much manure, or apply it improperly* 
Plants cultivated for their feed, as corn and pulfe, may Toon 
be too highly manured ; for a large quantity of manure pro* 
motes the growth of draw more than grain ; but there is not 
the fame danger in cultivating natural^ pr artificial grafles ; 
though too much manure will be apt to make them rot at bottom, 
and lodge. 

The qualities of manures, and in what manner they operate^ 
are points of inquiry that merit the attention of all cultivators of 
land. This consideration rendered it neceflary to enter into a 
difcuffion of the nature land operation of fome of the principal 
manures ; among which, marie is, defervedly, to be ranked. 
Maries differ much in their qualities; and, as other earths, 
pernicious to land, are fomeeimes found to refemble them ; the 
following eafy methods are laid down to diftinguilh genuine 
marie with certainty * Firft, put a little frefli dug marie into 
a glafs, and pour upon it as much water as will cover it ; the 
marie, if genuine, will foon difiolve in the water into a foft 
foapy fubftance ; or if expofed fome time to the air, it will fall 
into a fine powder. Secondly, marie effervefees with all acids; 
a little of it [being] put into a glafs with vinegar, a brifk mo^ 
tk>n will immediately be excited ; it will effervefee, rife Kke 
wine or cyder, and air-bubbles will continue to rife, till th^ 
acidity of the vinegar is deftroyed. Some other kinds of earth 
[indeed] will fall in water or air ; but whatever body has tbit 
propeafcr, and aljo effervefees with acids, the firmer may [fifely] 
conclude to be marie*’ 

Chalk, our Author fays, is much of the fame nature as marl^ 
particularly fuch as is foft, foapy, and unfluous ; yet chalk, till 
of late, has been efleemed a manure proper only for ftrong land, 
as marie w r as for light. But chalk [he adds] is now found to 
be a^reat improver of both forts, light as well as ftrong. 

The opinions concerning lime, are fo various and contrldic- 
tory, that many have been deterred from ufing it: though the ill 
confequences that have attended a plentiful liming, feem rioti 
in this writer’s opinion, to have arifen from the lime, but front 
an injudicious management of the land afterwards, as may ap- 
pear from this Differtation ; wherein the Reader will find feve- 
*al other points difeufled, relating to manures, in order to fetdt 
a juft theory of their opinion. 

Tho third Differtation, on drill-fowing, relates principally td 
the new hufbandry j though that manner of fowirig is not 
limited wholly tq hoed crops. The drill-plough is undoubtedly 
fen excellent invention ; as a great deal of feed is faved by it. By 
the regular planting in rows, hoes of various forts are admitted 
to cleanfe the intermediate (paces from weeds ; and by frequently 
Sirring the earth, both crop and land arc ithprovtd. Mi*. Ttfll’i 
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drill-plough, though a very good one for fuch light land as mod 
of bis was, is indeed too flight to be uied upon ftrong land : 
but by one of a different conftrudion, here defcribed, that in* 
convcnicncy is (aid to be removed* 

Our Author treats, in the fourth Diflertation, upon the force 
of running water; a fubjedt of extenfive ufe : as much more 
bufinefs might frequently be done with the fame water, if ap- 
plied in the beft manner, than common hufband- men, and fann- 
ers, fectn to be aware of. 

Though th$ whole of the work before us abounds in ufeful 
obfervations, on the different fubje£b treated in it; yet as the 
fecond Diflertation (upon the different kinds of manures) feems 
to be of the moft extenfive concern, to the community at Iarge^ 
we fhall fubjoin an extrad ffbm that part, as a fpecfmen of the 
Author’s' manner of treating his fubjed, and in bis own words; 

Of Manures. 

4 The ufc of manures is to enrich land, or to correfl its too 
great ftiffbefs, loofenefs, or other natural iraperfe&ions. — Many 
different fubflances are made ufe of for thefe purpofes ; and it it 
found by experience, that mod kinds of matter, which ferment^ 
corrupt, or fall into powder in the foil, are improvers of it* 

4 Manures are commonly divided into three claflbs, viz. ve- 
getable, animal, and foflil. 

4 Vegetable manures are whole plants, or parts of them, • 
ploughed into the land, while in a growing date, and in full 
• lap; as clover, peafe, vetches, buck-wheat, fea-weeds, &c. and 
the feveral parts of plants, their root 9 , branches, leaves, bark, 
and feed* Alio fa w dud, malt-dud, pot- allies, wood -allies, 
[and why not r*?/-a(hes too ?] foot, rape dud, kelp, vegetable 
ialts and oils, &c.’ — All this may be very well ; but dill we 
(hould apprehend that mod farmers would be apt to think it 
rather for their intered to let a good crop of clover, peafe, or 
. even vetches, dand till fit to cut for winter-food for their cattle, 
than to plough them down, merely as manure. And as for a 
had crop of any of thef^ it would tend but little towards melio- 
rating the foil upon which it grew : not near fo much, perhaps, 
m the dung of the cattle which fed upon it. By this latter 
mode of proceeding, however, a double end is anfwered ; tho 
Cattle are fupported, and the land improved, in fome degree, at 
fcaft, at the fame time* 

4 Animal manures are the feveral parts of animals, their 
fldh, fat, blood, inwards, hair, bones, horns, hoofs ; and the 
dung and urjne of animals, horfes, black-cattle, (heep, bogs, 
pigeons, poultry, human ordure and urine, woollen rags, &c» 

4 Foflil manures [confift of] feveral kinds of earth, clay, 
fand, chalk, marie, ibells, lime, Iimedone-gravet, common 
-All thefe, and mixtures of them, as foap- boilers 
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allies, tanners bark, lime rubbifh, &c. are found ufeful fat 
improving and enriching of land.* 

With regard to.the manner in which the different manures 
operate, towards reftoring the fertility of lands exhaufted by 
repeated crops [a point in which different writers are by no 
means agreed], he argues thus: — c It is a general property of 
manures, to ferment in the foils with which they are mixed. 
This fermentation excites an inteftme motion in the foil, di- 
vides and feparates the parts of it ; which is apparent from its 
fwelling and crumbling : the fermentation does not, however, 
make any addition to the vegetable food of the foil ; for that 
remains the fame, whether it is divided into many or few parts : 
but a minute divifion is an excelknt preparation of the foil, 
to receive a new fupply of vegetable food from the atmofphere. 
Which is ftored with variety erf matter neceffary for the nourHh- 
ment of plants. Fermentation therefore opens the foil, and 
multiplies the pores of it : the air, dews, and rain, find an eafy 
entrance into thefe pores, and depofit there the nutritious par- 
ticles; and, at the fame time, render the foil pervious to the 
tender fibrous roots, into the pores of which they extend, and 
thence colleA nourifliment, 

4 The vegetable food [of plants, from whence foever it 
comes] enters but a little way into the land, unlefs it is opened 
by tillage or manure ; the richeft foils are fo only near the fur- 
face i if dug or ploughed deeper than ufual, though the deeper 
earth is naturally as good as the furface, yet it will not produce 
fo good crops, till it is opened by tillage or manure ; and alfo 
expofed for fome time to the influences of the atmofphere, and 
receives from thence the vegetable food. 

c Land of a jlcep ftaple, that has been ploughed deeper than 
ufual, requires, it is obferved, more than the ufual quantity 
of manure to keep up its fertility. If tilled to the deprh of 
tight inches, it will require more manure to enrich fo large a 
quantity of earth, than it did when tilled but to fix inches 
deep; but this additional expence, the Author rcafonably pre- 
fumes, will be overpaid by an increafe in the crops. 

4 Fermentation is [certainly] one of the principal means, fays 
our Author, whereby the earth is enriched, and is not the ef- 
fect of manures onfy, but is alfo excited, in feme degree, by 
every change in the temperature of the air $ by heat, cold, dry- 
nefs, or moifture, the particles of the foil are put in motion, 
divided, and new pores or cavities opened, into which the Nu- 
tritious aliment is depofited from the atmofphere. Without 
fuch a continual fupply, the earth would foon be reduced to a 
Hate of barrennefs ; as the plants that grew upon it are conti- 
nually draining it of the vegetable food/ 
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But though manures aft principally by fermentation, they 
fnay, and probably do, operate in other ways upon the foil, of 
Which no certain account Can be given, as we are not fur- 
nilfhed with the neceflary experiments to determine them. Yet 
of fuch undoubted importance to agriculture is the know- 
ledge of manures, their different natures, and manner of ope- 
ration j that, as our fenfrble Author very juftly thinks, an in- 
quiry into thefe particulars, fo far as we have fafts to proceed, 
upon, cannot be without its ufc, inthis neceffary fcience. He 
next proceeds, therefore, to confider what fome of the moft, 
ingenious modern authors have faid upon this fubjeft, and to 
take notice how far their refpeftive theories appear to be well 
founded, or may feem defeftive. In this detail, however in- 
terefting, it is not poffible for us to follow him ; we (hall there- 
fore content ourfelves with transcribing the conclufions, drawn 
from the different experiments adduced by the different authors 
whofe fyftems are here brought under confideration : viz. 

1. That the great fource of vegetable nourishment is from 

the atmofphere > from whence the earth is [chiefly] fupplied 
with it. . 

2. As all forts of earth are liable to be exhaufted of the vege- 
table nourifhment, by the plants that grow upon them, and are 
again replenifhcd with it from the atmofphere ; the difference 
between rich and poor foils appears to confift in their aptnefs to re- 
ceive more or lefs of that nounfhment. 

3. This aptnefs, or difpofition in different foils, to receive 
from the atmofphere different degrees of fertility, arifes from 
the number, fize, and qualities of the particles whereof thofe 
foils arc compounded. 

4. Rich earths are found to confift of innumerable fine par- 
ticles, which, when opened and divided by tillage, manure, or 
the fermentation excited in them by the viciflitudes of heat and 
cold, drought and moifture, are thereby prepared to receive 
large proportions of the vegetable food from the atmofphere : 
whereas ppor earths, containing a great deal of grofs parts, 
ftones, gravels, and large fands, not fit to receive the nutriti- 
ous matter; and but a very fmall proportion of fine particles, 
are [therefore] not adapted to receive or retain the vegetable 
food in any confidcrable quantity. and are alfo much fooner 
exhaufeed of it than rich earths. — Hence appears the real fourcc 
of the vegetable food. 

Having thus endeavoured to explain the operation, our Au- 
thor proceeds to enumerate many different forts of manures 5 
among the reft, he very jultly obferves, that the dung of fheep 
is an excellent manure for all forts of lands ; and that the fum- 
mer folding of fheep upon arable land, has been found fo very 
advantageous, that fome farmers (it lcem>) are coming into a 
Rev. Dec. 1775. K k praftice 
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praflice of winter- folding their breeding ewes : a method, cer- 
tainly, much too hazardous to be recommended or approved of. 
—For the land is then generally wet and cold; fo that confin- 
ing them in a fold upon luch land, during the fnowor cold rains 
of that rigorous feafon, if it does not immediately kill them, 
will probably 1 ay a foundation for the rot, or other dangerous 
difeafes. 

After obferving, that all forts of cattle thrive beft when fhel- 
tered from the inclemencies of the weather; he recommends a 
. method they have in Hereford (hire, and fome other counties, 
of bouftvg their fheep in winter, which reallv appears to be 
greatly preferable to winter folding. The bed way of doing 
tnis, he fays, is to allow the fheep a feparate yard, with covered 
freds round it ; under which are to be racks or cribs to put 
their hay, or other food in, as turnips, cabbages, &c. that they 
may feed and lie dry, and yet have the liberty of going into the 
yard at pleafure. The yard fhould alfo be near to fome fraall 
inclofures, of found dry pafture, to which the fheep fhould 
have accefs in the day-time, and be fhut up in their yard at 
night. — In order to increafe the quantity of manure, to be pro- 
cured from this praflice, he recommends that the yard fhould 
be covered with a moderate ftratum of good mould, upon which, 
fhould be laid fome draw, or dry fern, by which means the 
urine, as well as dung’, of the fheep will be faved. Thefe 
layers of mould and ftraw may be occafionally repeated 5 and 
thus a great deal of valuable manure be obtained, which will 
enrich the land it is laid upon, in a higher degree than winter - 
folding. 

Confidering, therefore, the hazard of winter-folding, that it 
may occafion the Iofs of fome of the flock, and endanger tbc 
whole by the rot, and other contagious diftempers ; # our Author 
deems it much the fafeft way, ‘and mod profitable for the far- 
mer, to hotife his fheep in winter, as above-mentioned ; by 
which he may b t almojt certain of prefervino; his flock in health, 
and high condition, and [ abfoluteiy fo ofj coliefling a large 
quantity of excellent manure. 

The foregoing, and many other equally ufeful obferyations, 
will render this judicious DifTertation upon manures, worthy 
the perufal of every well wittier to the rational improvement of 
agriculture. The DifTertation upon fences, too, contains a 
great deal of ufeful matter; but as it confifts chiefly of a num- 
ber of inftruflions, refpefling the fuhjeft under confideration, 
it will not fo well admit of either abridgment, or extrafls, as 
the former ; but is, ncverthelefs, highly deferving the praflical 
farmer’s diligent attention. 

In the third Diffcrtation, on drill-fowing, the writer can- 
didly acknowledges, that it cannot be truly aflferted (as has 
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been done by Tome,) that horfe-hoed crops of wheat are in gene- 
ral greater than crops Town broadcaft, upon land of equal good- 
nefs ; or even fo great. The profit of the drill-hufbandry, as be 
alleges, does not altogether confift in the fuperiority of the 
crops above thofe of the common hufbandry ; but principally in 
its reducing tbe expence of cultivation, and faving that of ma- 
nure : of which none, or very little* is neccfiary in the horfe- 
hoeing hufbandry for corn. This is, it muft be. owned, an 
important article ; and, in the common hufbandry, a necefTary 
and very expenfive one. It is therefore no fmall advantage in 
the hoeing-hufbandry, that all, or mod of the manure ufually 
bellowed upon the wheat-crop, may be faved for other lands ; 
for the improvement of meadows, and grafs-grpgnds, and for 
the crops cultivated for cattle, as turnips, carrots, cabbages, 
& c. Here we beg leave to enter a caveat againft the ufe of 
liable-dung as a manure for carrots , as it tends to render them 
cankered ; but its excellence, in the cultivation of turnips, or . 
cabbages, muft be univerfiilly acknowledged. 

The extenfive ufe of water for mills, and other machines, 
is generally known ; but the manner of conftru&ing fuch ma- 
chines, and the application of the water to produce the greateft 
effect, is not always fuificiently underftood and attended to ; the 
conftrudion of them being, for the moft part, left to perfons 
not well (killed in the principles of mechanics, and the force of 
running water. To give fome afliftance to thofe who would 
•red or improve works of this kind, that they may receive the 
Tull benefit of the water, is the profeffed intention of the fourth 
and laft Diflertation. But as the arguments, here made ufe of, 
depend greatly upon calculation, and are therefore not fo likely 
to pleafe the generality of Readers, we lhall refer thofe whom 
it may more particularly concern, to the Diflertation itfelfj and 
now take our leave of this inftru&ive work; in the perufal of 
which we havfe met with confiderable entertainment and fatisfac- 
tion. As to inaccuracies of exprellion, they will readily occur 
to the Author, on a revifal of his book, fhould a fecond edition 
be called for. . 


Art. VII. The Hiftory of the Cafes of controverted E led ions, which 
•were tried and determined during tbe frft Sejfion of the fourteenth Par- 
liament of Great Britain . XV. Geo. ill. By Sylveiler Douglas, 
Efq; of Lincoln's Inn. 8vo. 2 voL ios. Boards. Robinfon. 
, 775 * 

^"1 "'HE ingenious Mr. dc Lolme, who is ftrongly perfuaded of 
i the prefent ftrength, and the future duration of the free 
conftitution of England, is of opinion, that the fame principles 
of liberty, and the fame caufes which have hitherto reftrained 
the undue influence of the crown, are powerful enough to pro- 
duce new precautions againft it, whenever circumstances lhall 
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point out the neceflity of them. He refers to Mr. Grenville's 
bill as the proof of his aflertion ; and it cannot be denied, that 
it is an inftance very proper to his purpofe. That bill forced 
its way agzinft all minifterial oppofttion ; and it hath introduced 
a molt important alteration and improvement in the parlia- 
mentary law of this country. The tffefls of it have already 
been confiderable, and they will probably be experienced here- 
after in a ft ill greater degree. 

From the new mode of trying ele&ions, conftituted by this 
bill, many points have been difeufled, and many cuftoms of 
boroughs examined, which have occaftoned determinations that 
will be of Angular ufe, and of great authority in future pro- 
ceedings. A faithful and well-digefted hiftory of thefe cafes 
muft, therefore, be 4 work of no little importance and utility. 
Hence will arife a frefli fpecies of reports, which muft often be 
referred to, and which will be of eminent fervice in the regula- 
tion of fubfequent trials. This tafkhath been undertaken by Mr. 
Douglas, with regard to the controverted eleflions of the laft 
winter ; and we are much pleafed to And, that the buAnefs hath 
fallen into the hands of fo ingenious and able a Writer. 

The Author hath preAxed to his hiftory an introduction, of 
confiderable length, which is divided into three fe&ions. The 
Arft fc&ion is upon the jurifdidtion of the Houfe of Commons, 
in the trial of controverted eledions. Here Mr. Douglas gives 
a concife and judicious view of the progrefs of the conftitution ; 
ftates the different modes of determining contefted eleflions 
which prevailed from time to time; and expefes the illegal, in- 
confiftcnt, and contradictory decifions that took place before 
the palling of Mr. Grenville’s bill. 

in the fecond feCtion, the Writer treats on the authority of 
precedents in cafes of controverted elections. ' At the beginning 
of laft winter, it was very generally thrown out in converfation, 
both at the bar and in the houfe, that the decifions of the com- 
mittees appointed by the ftatute of the 10th George III. would 
, probably, in the progrefs of the feffion, afeertain many impor- 
tant points ofele&ion law, which had continued hitherto in a 
flu&uating and uncertain ftate. influenced by the opinion of 
many perfons, on whofe judgment he fets the higheft value,. the 
Fditor of this colle&ion refolved to attend thofe committees 
very regularly ; and determined to commit to writing, in as 
faithful and complete a manner as he could, the proceedings in 
all the different eledlion caufes. This he hoped might be of ufe 
to himfclf, to his friends, and perhaps to the public. In the 
courfe of the fellion, however, this hope was often damped by 
many hints which fell on different occafiony, from gentlemen, 
in their different arguments at the bar, and were adopted by 
others in private, and um.h enlarged upon, tending to eftablifh 
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a doctrine which would have rendered the labour of his intended 
compilation entirely nugatory and ufelefs. 

* This was no other, continues oar Author, than that the pro- 
ceedings and determinations of one committee cannot, and ought not 
to be of any authority, to bind any future committee, in the trial of 
iimilar queilions : in fhort, that they are not to be coniidered, in any 
refpedl, as precedents, in the nature of adjudged cafes. in the courts 
of law. This do&rine he was unwilling to adopt, not merely becaufe 
it would have fruitrated what was now become arfavourite defign, but, 
he believes, for much better reafons. He thought, that if it pre- 
vailed, it would entirely defeat what hi look? upon to be by far the 
molt important object of the newjudicatyre, and indeed of all tribunals 
o f every fort, in as much as the ellablilhment of fixed and invariable 
rules of law, in which every individual of the commonwealth is in- 
terefied, is of raoreferious’confequence than the mere decilion of a parti- 
cular difpute between individuals ; the main end of all civil polity being, 
rather to prevent litigation, than to put an end to it when it has' 
arifeo. He was defirous, however, to examine upon what founda- 
tion fo inaufpicious a fyflem was built ; and the refult of his reflexions 
on the' fubjeft have been, that, to his undemanding, it is ill fup- 
ported by reafon, and would be highly inconvenient and impolitic in , 
its confequences. 

* A committee for trying controverted ele&ions, differs in one re- 
fpe& from moll other courts of juflice in this kingdom : becau e the 
members of it unite in them the double capacity of judges and jury- 
men. They are to inquire into fadls, as well as to determine the law. 
Now, as to that part of their proceedings, which may be compared 
to a verdi 61 at common law, where they declare, upon their oaths^ 
what the fa6ls of the cafe are, I agree that fuch declaration can have 
no binding authority in other cafes, or in other committees. But 
neither can the verdidlof one jury ever bind another. This is an ob- 
vious confequence of the nature of the thing. The fa6ls are to be 
found from the evidence, which is, and mud be various, in every dif- 
ferent cafe, Befides, every fadl is a fpecific, individual, diilind 
thing, different from every other fadl. Bi*t the evidence of the law 
does not vary. It is, or ought to be, the fame. A rule of law is a, 
general, abllradl, permanent maxim, equally applicable to innumer- 
able individual cafes ; and one court cannot d^c are it to be different 
from what another court has determined it to be, without the one, or, 
the other, being in the wrong. 

« It is therefore only in the charadler of judges, and as men appoint- 
ed, upon oath, to declare and expound the law ofeledlions. that l think 
the members of one committee are (under certain reitridlions) bounds 
to adhere to. former decifions of the fame queftions, 

« Thofe who think differently, mufl build their opinion upon one,, 
of two grounds: believing,. either, that the reafons, which render 
precedents of authority in the courts of Weftminfter hall, will not ap- 
ply to committees of the Houfe of Commons ; or (if they fhould ap- 
ply), that the proceedings and determinations of thofe committees, 
cannot be preferved and reported, in fo complete and. authentic a. 
manner, a$ ihofc of qonm oflaw. 
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* On the firft of thofe heads, it will be proper to examine wbat the 
reafons are, which give to precedents of cafes adjudged in the courts 
oflaw, the atyhonty which they undoubtedly poffefs* 44 if,” fays 
the Commentator on the laws of England (1), 44 it is aiked how the 
44 general cultoms or Maxims, which form the law of the land, are to 
, be known, and by whom their validity is to be determined, the 
anfwer is, by the judges, in the feveral courts of juftice. Judi- 
cial dccifons are the principal and moil authoritative evidence 
that can be g : ven, of fuch a cuttom as ihall form part of the com- 
mon law. It is therefore an eftablifhed rule to abide by former pre- 
cedents, where the fame points come again in litigation ; as well 
to keep the fcale of juiHceeven, and not liable to waver with every 
new judge's opinion ; as alfo, becaufe the law, in that cafe, being 
iolemnly declared an 4 determined, what before was uncertain, 
and, perhaps, indifferent, is now become a permanent rule, which 
it is not in the breaffof any fubfequent judge to alter, or vary from, 
according to his private fentiments, he being fworn to determine, 
rot according to his own private judgment, but according to the 
known laws and cuiloms of the land ; not delegated to pronounce 
a new law, but to maintain and expound the old one.’* 

4 Now does not every One of thofe reafons apply, with equal force, 
to courts for trying controverted ele&ioni ? Do they not equally ap- 
ply to all courts of juftice, in every freeebuntry ? They certainly do* 
.And why ? irecaufe they are founded, noton any politive regulations 
of the courts of Weftminfter-hall, nor any arbitrary written infUtu- 
tions, but on the univerfal and immutable bafis of juftice, fenfe, and 
policy. Indeed, it is an observation well warranted by hiffory, that 
jullice has been impartially, and confidently adminiftered in different 
countries, and in different tribunals, in proportion to the authority 
which has been given to former decifions, in the trial of fabfoquent 
caufes. It is that alone, which can keep the fcale of juftice even, 
and both prevent it from wavering with the different opinions of dif- 
ferent judges, and from rifmgor failing with their different prejudices, 
and biaffes, either of inclination or intereft. Nay, we may go far- 
ther, and fay, that it is to that, more than any other caufe, that we 
owe the admirable uniform fyftem of law, which diftinguiihes die 
Englifh conftitution fo much, from that of moft other countries. To 
attain the fame uniformity and confiftency in the law of election s/which 
prevails in every other branch of our law, was, I am perfuaded, one 
of the great objefts of the legiflature, when they paflea the ftatute of 
the 10th of Geo. III. and therefore it is to be wimed, that a do&rine 
may never be countenanced, either by lawyers, or members of parlia- 
ment, which would effe&ually deftroy that chief purpofe of the ftatute. 

4 But it will be faid, that men chofen by ballot, and, therefore, 
many of them unacquainted with the law, cannot be competent judges 
of it, and that, confequently, it would be abfurd, to give, to a de- 
cifion of theirs, equal weight with a folemn determination of a court 
of common law, compofed of men who have the advantage of the 
< viginti annorum lucubrations , and, by their perfonai knowledge of 
the decifions of their prcdecefTors, and the prateritorum memoria rven- 
torum are enabled to declare what the law is, and has been* 
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* In anfwer to this, in the firft place, force, perhaps, will think, 
•that men of good fenfe, w^iofe minds have been enlarged by educa- 
tion, afiifted by the nice difcufiion which able counfel, oppofed to 
each other, always give to every litigated queftion, are nearly as 
capable of deciding a new point, as men of more pra&ice and ex- 
perience ; and that, with the fame afS (lance, when the point i9 not 
new, they will have the precedents laid before them ; and will then, 
in like manner, be equally capable of fquaring their s with the former 
determinations. In the mean time, if the defign of the prefent im- 
, per fed undertaking fhould Hi mo late others, more able than I am, to 
continue to report the decifions of fucceeding committees, future com- 
mittee-men will have themfelves to blame, if they are not acquainted 
with them. Young members will recur to the experience of the old 5 
and every general eledion will produce a fort of public fchnol of elec- 
tion law, where they may, by degrees, become pofTelfed of the pr * * 
teri forum memoria even forum, as much as the judges of Wdhniniter- 
haU. 

‘ In the fecond place, it is to be confidered, that many points are, 
as to the public, indifferent in themfelves, and, therefore, it is not of 
much confequence how they are firft decided, though it is of the ut- 
moft confequence, once they are decided, not to alter them. In 
Weftminffer-ball, the judges have been fo fenfible of this, that, when 
points have been determined, in times lefs enlightened, or by judges 
of lefs liberal minds, than their own, in a manner which they have 
thought unreafonable, yet, becanfe they were fo determined, they 
have held themfelves concluded, and bound by them/ 

To illuftrate this, Mr. Douglas mentions two remarkable 
examples, which, among innumerable others, prove how con- 
clufive precedents are in the courts of common law, and how 
unwilling the judges are to break through the uniformity of 
decifion, even when they difapprove of the original determina-* 
tion ; and heaiks, what reafoncan be given for their fcrupulous 
adherence, in fuch cafes, to what has been done by their pre- 
ceceffors, which will not, in fimilar inftances, apply to election 
committees, and to every court of juftice ? 

* Indeed, fap our Au hor, 1 think it may be fairly afferted, that 
tie legiffature itfelf, by the ftatute of the 2d of Geo. II. has declared 
and eftabliftied the authority of precedents, in matters of eledion law. 
Fo- what is the meaning of making the laft determination of the 
hoafe final? Is it not faying, that an adjudged point (however im- 
propeiy determined at firft) (hall be conclude, and binding, in all 
fucceding cafes? And this too regards the mod important of all 
point* that could come before the houfe in its judicial capacity, viz/ 
the right of eledion. It is probable that, fince the lare ad palled, 
there vi!l be few, or no determinations of the houfe on that right, in 
places which fiill continue what are called maiden boroughs ; for fuch 
determinations can hardly be made, unlefs in confequence of a fpecial 
report tn the fubjed, from a committee to the houfe; and fpccial 
reports feem to meet with fo little encouragement, that one may ven- 
ture to bretel that they will not be very frequent. But, this being 
the cafe, ought not committees to give the mure particular weight to 
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refolutlons and decifions of preceding committees, on queftions con* 
cerning the right of cle&ion, as the only means now left of p referr- 
ing the fpirit of the, ftatute of Geo. 11. Which otherwife will be loft, 
with all its advantages, and, in a manner repealed, by the 10th of 
Geo. III. as far as concerns the maiden boroughs j u ft mentioned 5 
though furely nothing was farther from the intention of the perfon 
who imagined that att, or of the parliament that pafled it ? 

Having endeavoured to prove that precedents ought to bind com- 
mittees of ele&ions, in their decifions, this do&rine will not at all 
be impeached by what I am ready to acknowledge, that their autho- 
rity is, and ought to be, fubjed to many qualifications and reftric- 
tsons. They muft not be fatly urjuft, or abjurd ; they muft be de- 
cifions of points immediately before the court, and absolutely neceA 
fary :o the determination of the caufe; they muft not be hafty opini- 
ons, formed, and adhered to, before the queftion has been argued by 
the counfei on both tides ; they will have moll weight when agree- 
able to general principles, and confonant to other determinations; a 
fucceflion of fimilar decifions will, as they accumulate, give a grow- 
ing authority to the £ rft adjudication ; and a point fo confirmed will 
be much more irrefiftible than the firft judgment of a committee, 
ading in the infancy of this new tribunal ; finally, there is nodoobr, 
but that the comparative learning and merit of the majority of thofc 
who compofe Sifterent committees, will refled a comparative luftre 
and credit on their refptdive proceedings; in like manner, as a de- 
cilion of a Coke, a Hale, or a Holt, carries with it a fort of authority 
much more forcible than that of more obfeure, orlefs virtuous judges/ 

Tbefe limitations to the authority of the precedents of elec- 
tion committees, are peculiarly juft and reafonable ; and they 
will appear the more fo, when it is confidered, that the com- 
mittees arc not courts of record, and that fome of their earlier 
determinations may poflibly be partial or miftaken. It would 
therefore be a great hardfhip, to give to manifeft error and pre- 
judice, the fandicn of truth, and the force of law. Our Hifto- 
rian himfelf is not a little diflatisfied with the refolution of the 
committee, in the cafe of the county of Clackmannan. 

The fccond head of objection to the authority of precedents ir 
eledfion cafes is, that their hiftory cannot be preferved in a mai> 
ner equally complete and authentic, with that of the cafes de- 
cided in the courts of common law. But, Mr. Douglas fhevss, 
that there is not much foundation for fuch an opinion, by con- 
fulering the nature of our law-reports, which (ne*t tothe ftetutes 
and judicial records) are of the greateft authority in YVeftminftcr- 
hall. 

After this, he ftates the pains he has taken to give credt afid 
value to the prefent publication $ and then he proceeds, in the 
third fedlion, to delcribc, in a clear and accurate manner, the 
conftitution of committees for trying controverted elc&ions, 
and the manner of proceeding in them. 

The introdu&ion to this work is accompanied with a rumber 
of learned not s, one of which, relative to the power of the 
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crown in creating or reviving parliamentary boroughs, we (hall 
tranfcribe for the entertainment of our Readers. 

4 The different inftances of parliamentary boroughs created, or 
revived, as well by the crown, as by alt of parliament, previous to 
the reign of Charles II. are colle&ed in one of Lord Somers' State 
Traits, and may be feen at the end of the preface to Glanville’s Re- 
ports. In that reign, before the cafe of Newark happened, the pre* 
rogative of the King, in this refpelt, was called in queftion. Prynne, 
in his Brevia Parliam. rediviva, though one of his great obje&s in 
that book feems to have been to raife the prerogative, and deprefs 
the authority of the Houfe of Commons, fays, p. 156, 158, 44 that 
he is clear, that fince theftatutes of 5 Richard II. cap. 4. 1. Hen. V . 
cap. 1. and 23 Hen. VI. cap. 25. no boroughs can be created (or 
revived) but by fpecial alls of parliament, fuch as thofe of the 27 
Hen. y Ilf-, cap. 26. 34 Hen. VIII. cap. 18. and 35 Hen. VIII. cap. 
11. which enabled and authorifed the Welfh fhires, cities, and bo- 
roughs, and the county and city of Chefter, to fend knights and bur- 
gefles to parliament. 91 See alfo p. 238. b. Whitelock, on the con- 
trary, in his Commentary on the Parliamentary Writ, admits the 
power of tbe crown. The King, 99 fays he, 44 may give 4 ? patent , to 
as many t6wns as he pleafes, the privilege of fending burgeffes to 
parliament. 9 ’ Vol, ii. cap. 103. p. 372. See alfo the fame Author, 
vol. i. p. 500. as cited in the cafe of PontefralL It is obfervable, 
that both thefe works are dedicated to Charles II. In the cafe Of 
Newark, the queftion was difeuffed in the houfe. The debate arofe 
on the occafion of a petition of Mr. Henry Saville, who had been 
ele&ed, under the new charter, for that place. Journ. vol. ix. p. 
389. col. 1.21 March, 167®. Three objellions were taken to the 
charter. Firft, it was faid, that the King had not the power at all : 
fecondly* that, if he had, ftill he could not limit the right of elec- 
tion to a partial number of the members of the corporation, which, 
had been done in that cafe ; and, thirdly, that he could not grant 
fuch a charter while the parliament was fitting. A. Grey's Debates, 
vol. iv. p 297, to 304. The queftion being put, 44 That, by vir- 
tue of the charter granted to the town of Newark, the town of 
* Newark hath right to fend burgefTes to parliament,” on a divifion it 
pafTed in the afiirmative 12 5 to 73. Journ. loc.cit. This cafe feems 
to have confirmed and eftablifhed the prerogative of the King, al- 
though it was never afterwards exercifed. After the revolution it is 
recognized by Lord Holt, in the famous caufe of Alhby and White. 
His words are, 41 When the right of ele&ion is granted within time 
of memory, it i9 a franchife that can b e given only to a corporation,” 
4 nd a few lines afterwards, adopting the -words of the judges in the 
cafe of Dungannon, “ If the King grant to the inhabitants of Iflfng* 
ton, to be a free borough, and that the burgeffes of the fame town 
may elelt two burgeffes to ferve in parliament, fuch a grant of fuch 
privilege to burgeffes not incorporated is void ; for the inhabitants 
have not capacity to take an inheritance.” He therefore did not 
doubt of the King’s power to grant the privilege in queftion to a bo* 
rough properly incorporated. 
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The cafe of Aftiby and White happened before the Uoion. Since 
that time, it feems to be underitood, that the King cannot bellow a 
new right offending members to parliament. By the treaty of CJnion, 
Art. XXTI. there can be only forty-five members for Scotland, in the 
Houfe of Commons. Toencreafe the number of members for Eng- 
land above five hundred and thirteen, of which the houfe confided at 
that period, would be to alter the proportional lhare of the nation in 
the legiflative body, which proportion is one of the mod important 
parts of the contract between the two kingdoms.’ 

The hiftory of the cafes, which are twenty^four in number, 
is well written : fome of them are entertaining. The argu- 
ments of the counfel on both Tides, appear to be dated with 
great perfpicuity, force, and corrednefs. Indeed, we are autho» 
rifed to aifert this, from the opinion of the ableft lawyers, who, 
in confequence of having been employed in mod of the eiedioa 
caufes, mud be the bed judges of the fubjed. The notes to the 
cafes contain much parliamentary knowledge ; and that upon 
bribery is worthy of peculiar attention. 

This book cannot fail of being acceptable to members of 
parliament, gentlemen of the law, agents for counties and 
boroughs, and, in general, to all who are concerned in elec- 
tion matters: and we are glad to hear that the Author intends 
to continue his hidory, by giving us the proceedings of future 
committees. 

Art. VIII. An Account of Puerperal Fevers, as they appear in Derby- 
fhire, and fome of the Counties adjacent. By William Butter, 
M. D. Fellow of the Royal College of Phyficians in Edinburgh. 
Svo. 2 s. 6d. Payne. 1775. 

j\ S Dr. Butter profefles to write from experience, 4 without 
copying in the lead from other Authors/ his obfervations 
have a drong claim to the attention of medical praditioners ; 
but as they feem to have been made under the influence, and 
are now publifhed in fupport of, a very favourite hypotbefis , the* 
judicious Reader will cautioufly receive them. We do not in- 
tend by this remark to impeach the Author’s veracity in any de- 
gree, but only to hint that the fads adduced in fupport of thefe 
obfervations may have been difcoloured by an imagination pre- 
vioufly biaffed, of which he himfelf was not probably aware. 

c It hath long been my opinion, fays the Author, that fever* 
properly fo called, originates in the fird paflages— that it con- 
ditutes but one genus — that this genus comprehends only three 
fpecies, the ephemeral, the remittent, and the intermittent fe- 
vers — and that all other fevers are varieties of thefe. As this 
do&rine of fever is fupported by numerous obfervations, and as 
it hath been of the greated ufe to me in pradice, it mud be 
owned that I am drongly impreffed with the belief that it is 
founded in nature. 

4 When 
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In treating of the caufe and nature of this fever, the Author 
qbferves', that 4 when a peculiar Hate of the air, a negleft of 
cleaniinefs, or other caufes, confpire to promote a great degree of 
putrefa&ion in the bowels, the difeafe will be very dangerous, 
and fbon end fatally ; as the whole habit mud be tainted, and 
fame parts abfolutely corrupted, by the intedinal putrid fomes, 
Jong before it can be carried off by any degree of purging con- 
fident with the drength of the patient : for fuch are the con- 
volutions and length of the intedinal tube, and fuch the clotted 
and vifeid nature of its contents, that confiderable accumula- 
tions cannot generally be carried oft* in lefs than three or four 
weeks, and fometimes not fo foon. 

4 When there is an offenfive fmell about the patient, we 
have reafon to fufpe&, that there is a great tendency to putre- 
faction in the humours : but, we are certain that this is the 
cafe, when the urine drops a crude grey fediment. However, 
in many cafes of this fever, there are no fymptoms of putre- 
faction. As it is a remittent fever, it will be allowed, of courfe, 
to approach very nearly to the nature of an intermittent. I, 
therefore, confider this as adrong argument in proof of what I 
have advanced in another work, that all intermittent diforders 


have their feat in the intedines. And as this fever, through 
continuance, but more readily from other caufes, becomes 
highly putrid, the notion of a putrid difeafe being produced in 
the guts is thereby illudrated and inforced. Indeed, were this 
a proper place for fuch a difquifition, I could advance many ar- 
guments to prove, that all fevers originate in the domach and 
guts ; or, in other words, that fever is nothing but an adem- 
blage of fymptoms depending either immediately or mediately 
on the domach and guts.’ 

From this opinion of the nature of puerperal fever, the two 
following indications of cure are given ; viz. 4 The fird or 
primary one is to promote two, three, or four ftools daily, in a 
manner fuited to the drength of the patient, till fuch time as 
they put on a natural appearance. This indication is bed an- 
fwered by a bolus, confiding of ten grains of rhubarb, and as 
much cordial confeCtion, given every night, adding, or dimi- 
riiftiing, a few grains according to the effeCL When the bolus 
fails, at any time, of its defired effeCt, it can immediately be 
aifided by a clyder of a pint of warm water impregnated with 
a large fpoonful of common fait. 


The fecond indication is to relieve all uneafy fymptoms. 

For the heat, third, and fcarcity of urine, the following julep 
will be found very ufeful. 

Take of mint-water, live ounces; camphorated julep, two 
ounces ; fyrup of orange-peel, an ounce ; pure nitre, forty 
grains ; mix them. 

Of 
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Of this the patient is to take a fourth part every fix hours: 
and it is to be repeated daily. 

With the fame views the patient mud drink plentifully. of 
thin cooling liquors, as barley water, and gruel : and (be (houid 
abfolutelyr be confined to thefe, and fmall broth, by turns, for 
all her food during the courfe of the fever; taking this kind of 
nouriflimcnt often, and particularly at thole times when fhc 
happens to be low. 

In cafe of great lowncfs, and when the food does not anfwer 
the purpofe of a cordial, a large fpoonful of the following mix- 
ture may be §iven now and then with advantage. 

Take of mint water, feven ounces ; fyrup of orange-peel, on* 
ounce ; volatile fait of hartfhorn, 32 grains : mix them. 

If this mixture prove too heating, it may be ufed without 
the fait. 

Both the julep and mixture, befide anfwering the purpofes 
affigned to them, often difpel wind ; and fo relieve not only 
the breath, but the pains of the head and belly. 

If the headach continue obftinate, notwithftanding the above 
means, a blifter applied between the fhoulders, or to the arm, 
will always give relief; and commonly, at the fame time, pro- 
cures refrefliing deep. 

When the patient is troubled with vomiting, or retching* 
which is a fruitlefs effort to vomit, (he fhould drink chamo- 
mile tea plentifully. If, in that manner, the ftomach feem 
not to be cleanfed, eight or ten grains of ipecacuanha mud be 
given. It is never necefTary to give a vomit, in this fever, till 
a natural retching, or vomiting, come on. 

Refpeftingthe five following cafes, we are conflrained to de- 
clare that they afford us no conviction of the truth of the hy- 
pothefis adopted by Dr. Butter, and importing, 4 that the proxi- 
mate caufe of puerperal fever, is a fpafmodic affection of the 
firft paifages, together with a morbid accumulation there/ Oa 
the contrary, fo iuacute are our perceptive faculties, that we can- 
not perceive them to be any more fitted 10 prove the exiftence 
of a fpafm in the intefitnes, than in the extremities of the arterial 



A*t. IX. Remarks on Dr. Balguy's Sermon, preached in Lambeth. 

Chapel , at the Confecration of the Bijbops of LichfePd aud Coventry , 

and of Bangor , February 12, 1775. In a Letter to that Gentleman, 

By a Petitioning Clergyman. 8vo. is. Johnfon. 1 77 

T HOUGH Dr. Balguy hath made one conceffion in his 
-laft fermon, which fomewhat qualifies and fofeens the ex- 
ceptionable things advanced in his former publications; yet 
he (till lays himfelf fufficiently open to animadverfion and 
cenfure. Accordingly, this tafk hath been undertaken by the 
prefent Writer, and it is executed with fpirit and judg- 
ment* 
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tnent. Befides many other pertinent remarks, he has (hewn* 
that the fubmijfion of ourfelves to every ordinance of men for the 
Lord's fake, infilled upon by Dr. Balguy, muft ever be confi- 
dered With thefe two limitations; firft, that fuch ordinance of 
man be not claimed or cxercifed where all authority of men i$ 
precluded ; and, fecondly, that fuch ordinance be nor, in any 
wife centradidlory to what is, either pofitively or by plain con- 
fequence, the ordinance of God. 

The Do&or having faid, fpeaking of the clergy, if we are 
not at liberty to execute the truft refofed in us, we are furely at li- 
berty to lay it down , our Author has made the following obfer- 
vations ; which we (hall infert, on account of their affinity with 
what is advanced upon the fame fubjedl, in the feventh Article 
of our Review for October : 

* This, Sir, is beginning upon a tender fubjeft to many 
worthy and excellent minifters in our eftablifhment, and it 
would have been more worthy of your advanced Ration to have 
moved flowly and fairly; to have calmed the troubled fpirit, 
rather than to have infulted the diftrefled minds of fome of your 
brethren. The alternative is not only a cruel one, but alfo 
one by no means fo univerfally agreed in as you may be pleafect 
to fuppofe. Many do not think themfelves any more at libert/ 
by the laws of God, than they are by the laws of the land, to 
renounce their miniftry, or to quit theft prefent Rations. And 
this being no* new cafe, you ought not only to have been more 
cautious in what you advanced, but have accompanied it, if 
poffible, with fatisfaflory and conclufive reafons. 

* Many there are among our brethren, valuable, worthy, 
and no wit lefs confcientious than others their fellows, who re- 
fufe to proceed forward in their advancement, but who can- 
not fat is fy themfelves in relinquifhing their engagement to our 
national church, feeing the principle of that church is no other 
than the principle of their ideal earthly Jerufalem. And who 
further in conscience think it their duty to continue in their 
rtiemberfbip and miniftry, and labour therein for her amend- 
ment. — Thefe men, not lefs ufeful in their generation, content 
themfelves in that liberty which even Dr. Balguy allows them 
in the thinking for themfelves , fpeaking what they think, and even 
writing, where the importance of the occafton may Jeem to demand it, 
and no weightier reafon forbidi it. 

* With refpeft to the criminality of breaking through the mi ft 
folemn engagements , pointed, without doubt, at the declaration 
of conformity, it may deferve to be remarked, that a fubmiffion 
to the penalties of difobedience, have by fome been confidered 
as equivalent to the difeharge of the engagement. The weight 
of this argument depends upon its influence on the minds of 
each,' and with thofe concerned it muft be left; but it fhould 
be here noted, that you feem little apprifed of the general de- 
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jcrtion in the bufinefs of conformity, not from wbat is ufiial 
in the prefen t pra&ice, but from the exprefs letter of our ec- 
clefiadical law.’ 

We (ball add one paflage more relative to the effeda of reli- 
gious divifions : 

4 You proceed, Sir,’ fays the Remarker, 4 to pour forth your 
lamentations over the dire effe&s of religious divi/iom x as having 
produced much mifcbief in the world , and likely to produce much 
mere . All is granted you in its fulled extent, fo far as con- 
cerns the days that are pad; — but fince the power of the 
church is every where declining, and the clergy not held in fu- 
perditious veneration, it is not only to be hoped, but to be ex* 
pe&ed, that fuch mifchiefs as have heretofore abounded, and 
covered the world with deluges of blood, will be no more re- 
peated. Even the odium theologicum is but the child of human 
impofition in matters of faith and doftrine, and when the efti- 
blidunent (hall confine itfelf to its original platform, and mu- 
tual toleration (hall be allowed by the municipal law, we (hail 
mutually feel the full force of the fpirit of the gofpel, in all 
out debates on quedions which concern religion. Cohtroverfy 
will then be the infallible means of difcovering the truth, and 
each difputant will candidly argue with that freedom and tem- 
per, which will bring the debate to a fpeedy iflue, and crown 
the laudable endeavours of both with fuccefs.’ 


Art. X. Arcbaeologia ; or mi/cellaneous TraQs relating to Antiquity . 
Vol. III. concluded. See our lad. 

T HE 24th number in this colle&ion, contains an hiftorical 
defcription of an ancient pifture in Windfor C«dle ; re- 
prefenting the interview of Henry VIII. with Francis I. between 
Guinea and Ardres, in 152c. This ingenious difi'ertation con* 
fids of more than forty pages. It was often ufual with our an- 
ccdors to perpetuate the memory of remarkable occurrences by 
fculpture, or painting; and as Sir Jofcph Ayloffe, the Author, 
obferves, however intrinfic the merits of thefe performances 
might have been, the fatisfa&ion they afforded at the time of 
their being completed, was much inferior to the advantages of 
which fuch as dill remain have fince been produdive. Their 
utility to antiquaries, and the light which they have thrown on 
many fubje&s of hidorical inquiry, have been much greater 
than could have been originally apprehended. To this the con- 
du£t of the artids, employed on fuch occafions, evidently con- 
tributed, and that in no fmall degree. Indead of loading their 
compofitions with allegory, fiction, and emblems ; they con- 
fined themfelves, with the greated attention, to truth, reality, 
and accuracy. They repre Tented perfons and things, exa&ly 
in the fame mode, form, attitude, habit, colour, fituation, 

and 
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and condition! as they aftually few them ; and that without 
any cftfguife, diminution, addition, or other alteration ; and, 
by drawing from the life every principal figure in the piece, ex- 
hibited exaft portraits of the perfonages concerned in that par* 
ticuiar tranfaftion, which they endeavoured to commemorate. 
Hence it is, that fuch pieces, whilft they difplay the grandeu* 
and magnificence of former ages, and point out the tafte, 
faihions, cuftoms, and manners of our anceftors ; at the fame 
time (hew us the armour, weapons, habits, furniture, imple- 
ments, and ornaments, which they ufed ; give us real and faith- 
ful Views,, not only of their towns, churches, palaces, and 
other buildings, as they aft ually were, but of the decoration* 
of their feveral parts ; fet before us a variety of interefting par- 
ticulars, unnoticed by our hiftorians ; and oonvey to us a dearer 1 
idea of the whole, than can be attained by reading the moft 
elaborate and defcriptive narrative. 

Sir Jofeph illuftrates and confirms the above obfervations, 
by adding in the note, a catalogue of feveral remains of this 
kind. In regard to the pifture immediately under confidera- 
tion, the account will not admit of abridgement ; we can on!/ 
obferve, that the defcription is minute and entertaining, and 
appears to have been drawn up with labour and attention. Thp 
painting has been afcribed to Hans Holbein; but there are rea- 
fons to think that a miftake. Mr. Walpole, who juft mentions 
it, deems it beneath his excellence ; but Sir Jofeph apprehends, 
that a careful examination would fatisfy an obferver, that if 
Holbein painted it, his reputation will fuffer nothing from this 
performance. Sir Jofeph acknowledges the great civility of the 
count de Guines, in inquiring for fome monuments of this 
famous interview between Henry and Francis, which might 
be remaining in France, but no others could be met with than 
the carvings in has relievo, on five marble tables, which Francis 
caufed to be placed in the front of* the houfe of the Procureur 
General at Rouen, where they are ftill preferved. 

Of this remarkable pifture, an excellent engraving, by Ba* 
fire, was lately publifiied, at the charge of the Society; on a 
fize much fuperior to that of any print ever before executed in 
England, or than was deemed prafticable. The frame for 
making the paper is two feet, feven inches, by four feet, four ; 
and was conftrufted on purpofe for this work, at the expence, 
it is faid, of fifty pounds. The whole coil of the plate ntuft 
have been very great ! 

In the following article, Mr. Tyrwhit prefents us with ob- 
fervations on fome infcriptions on three ancient marbles, faid 
to have been brought from Smyrna, and now in the Briti/h 
Mufeum. Two of thefe infcriptions have been already pub** 
lifbed by Montfaucon ; Mr. Tyrwhit correfts a miftake, into 
Which he thinks that writer had fallen in his account of thefts 
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The third his not Wen made public before, and receives Tome 
criticifm. Befide the infcriptions, there marbles exhibit fome 
fculpture, which is given us in the engravings, but we find no 
rejnarks on it in the article. 

A Roman ftation difcovered in Derbyfliire, is next defcribed 
by the reverend Mr. Watfon. It is in the townfliip of Gamef- 
ley, and pariih of Gloflop ; no writer has mentioned it, nor, 
it is faid, did any one know that the Romans had conftru&ed 
it, till July 1771, when this gentleman made the difeovery. 
Very fortunately the plough has not defaced it, fo that the form 
of it cannot be miftaken. The extent of this flation is about 
122 yards, by 112. The country people give it the name of 
Mtlandra Cajile. 

Upwards of thirty pages are appropriated to a fubjeft fimilar 
to that of Number 24, and by the fame gentleman. Sir Jofepb,. 
in company with fome others, employed great attention and 
care in examining a confiderable number of ancient paintings 
at Cawdry, near Midhurft, in Suflex, the feat of thevifeount 
Montague. It is rather furprifing, that thefe monuments of 
Engliih glory, as Sir Jofeph terms them, (hould have remained 
undeferibed, and in a great meafure unnoticed. The prefent 
account is confined to the ornaments of the great dining par- 
lour. The paintings are in oil, on ftucco. They occupy the 
whole length of each fide of the room, and arc in fine preserva- 
tion. The fubjefts are, the march of king Henry the Vlllth 
from Calais towards Boulogne; the encampment of the Engliih 
forces at Marquife ; the fiegc of Boulogne ; the rendezvous of 
the Engliih army at Portfmouth, in 1545, to oppofe the in- 
tended invafion of this kingdom by the French, whofe formid- 
able fleet of men of war and tranfports are reprefented as lying off 
St. Helen’s; and the proceflion of king Edward the Sixth from 
the Tower of London to Wcftminfter, on the day preceding 
that of his coronation. Thbfe paintings have generally been 
aferibed te Hans Holbein, but Sir Jofeph thinks they certainly 
are not the work of that matter, as they are on the whole 
fomewhat inferior to any pi&urcs now known to be the pro- 
dud! of his pencil. It appears, however, that Holbein refitted 
fome time at Cawdry, where he was entertained by Sir An- 
thony Brown, and painted feveral excellent portraits, as aifo 
many of thofc fine heads which are now in the withdrawing- 
room on the ground- floor next to the garden. Whoever was 
the painter, it is not doubted but the above Sir Anthony Brown, 
who attended king Henry in his expedition to Boulogne gave 
orders for the performance. The ingenious Author of Anecdotes 
ef Painting in England is faid to have pafled over many of thefe 
paintings in filence, and to have mentioned others only tran- 
siently ; but he has remarked that the hittories, habits, and 
cdftoqis of the times, reprefct ted in the paintings at Cawdry, 

make 


Digitized by LiOOQle 


Jrchatologia Vol.’ III. 4 ff 

make the room that contains them a lingular curiofity 5 when be 
proceeds to fay, that they are its only merit, and that there is 
nothing good, either in the defigns, difpofition, or colouring. 
Sir Jofeph cannot agree with him. Nevertheless,' he feems to 
acknowledge the above to be their principal merit, and con- 
cludes his diflertation by obferving, that 4 whoever will be at the 
pains of comparing them with the account and defcriptions 
given of the tranfa&ions they reprefent, by the contemporary 
hiftorians, and with the appearance of the country and buildings 
thefe pictures exhibit, will find, that the painter’s pencil hath* 
throughout the whole, been guided by that Arid conformity td 
truth and fad, which will more than fufflciently atone for any 
other defeds in the requifites for producing a beautiful paint- 
ing.’ 

Article a8< gives an account of opening one of the largeft 
harrows on Sandford Moor, Weftmoreiand ; no very particular 
difcovery was made. 

In a barrow, on the commons of Winftor, Derbyfhire, wert 
found two glafs veffels, between eight and ten inches high ; a 
filter collar, or bracelet, ftudded with human heads, together 
svith other ornaments ; particularly one, of which an engraving 
is given, chiefly of filligree work, of gold or filver gilt, and 
fet with garnets, or red glafs. 

A11 extraft of a letter from the reverend Mr. George Low^ 
gives a relation of the opening of one of the great numbers of 
tumuli, in the Links of Sksil, in Orkney ; in which was found 
a well preferred fkeleton, within a coffin, or cheft, compofed 
of four ftones, covered by a fifth. Little, it is obferved, can 
be faid as to the antiquity of this tumulus ; only that it was made 
before the introduction of Chriflianity. 

Mr. Dames Barrington, in number 31, lays before the So- 
ciety an account of the remains of the Cornifh language. The 
lad printed information, he tells us, which he has met with on 
the fubjeft, is in a letter, dated March 10, 1701, from Lhwyd 
to Rowland (Author of the Mona Antiqua J, who obferves, that 
it was then only retained in five or fix villages, towards the 
Land v s End. In 1768, Mr. Barrington made a complete tout 
of Cornwall, during yrhich he inquired, with great diligence* 
and was at lerigth conduced to a village, called Moufehole, 
where lived Dolly Pentraetb, an old woman, who could fpcak 
Comifh very fluently 5 and, as he f6urvd, by applying totwoothef 
women, who flood by laughing, abufed him heartily, for having 
fuppofed that fhe could not talk the language. This woman 
was living in the fummer of 1772, and then ftrong and hearty* 
though in her etghty-fetrenth year. Her two neighbours were 
then about feventy-feven, or feventy*eight years of age; they 
under ftood the Cornifh, though they could not- (peak it fb 
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readily as the other. Mr. Barrington thinks that a linguift 
might pick up a more complete vocabulary of the Cornilh than 
any we are at prefent poffeffed of, by converting with Dolly 
Pentraeth, aflifted by her two neighbours. 

A defcription of the Cam Braicb y Dinas , on the timunit of 
Pen-maen-mawr, in Caernarvonfliire, is ^>iven by governor 
Pownall, who vifitcd this place in 1769. Dr. Gibfbn, in ad- 
dition to Mr. Camden’s account of this mountain, has faid, that 
on its top Hands a lofty and impregnable hill, where are found 
the ruinous walls of an exceeding ftrong fortification, cncom- 
paffed with a treble wall, and within each wall the foundation 
of at lead a hundred towers. See. to which it is added, that with- 
in thefe walls it (hould feem there are lodgings for 20,000 men. 
The Doctor gives this account, as he received it from a MS. 
written in king Charles the Firft’s time, by Sir John Wyn, of 
Gwydir. This account feems to have been generally regarded, 
but governor Pownal, when he came to the top of the hill, 
found a different appearance. Two concentral walls were 
clearly to be traced, feven or eight feet thick, and about five 
feet high j and the diftance from the innermoft to the next 
about twenty feet. There feemed alfo to be the vefHg^s of a 
third wall, but fcarce to be difeerned from the ruins that bad 
fallen and born it down. The interior wall contains a earn, 
or barrow of that kind, which Dr. Stuke)ey aferibes to the 
fepuliure of an arch-druid. The governor is fully fatisfied, that 
this place never was a fortified habitation. ‘ It appears to him 
to have been one of the druids confecrated high places of wor- 
fhip.* 

Edward King, Efq; has here given us fome remarks on the 
abbey church of Bury St. Edmund’s in Suffolk, with a new 
plan of the foundation. This plan appears to agree perfcdly 
with the defcription anciently made by William of fVorcefttr , 
which otherwife cannot be underftood, and ferves to explain an 
apparent inconfiftency in what he fays, and to fliew that his 
whole account is exa£t. Betide the plan, two drawings are 
added ; one of the ruins of the weft front of the abbey in 
their prefent ftate ; having three houfes built within the arches 
of the three great doors and the other of thofe ruins, ms they 
would appear without the additional buildings. 

In the 36th article, we have remarks on the firft noble, 
coined 18 Edward III. A. D. 1334, by Mr. Pegge, who gives 
what he apprehends to be a new and more rational interpreta- 
tion of the legend or reverfe. The legend is IHC. AVTEM. 
TRANSIENS. PER. MEDIVM. ILLORVM. IBAT. (Luke 
iv. 30.) which alchymifts have profoundly expounded, that as 
Jefus pa fled invifibly by the midft of the Pharifeca, fo that gold 
was made by invifiblc and fccrct art alcbymical of Raymond 
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Lully in the Tower. But others fay, that the text was only 
an amulet, ufed in that credulous age toefcape dangers; fuper- 
ftitioufly applying the words of the gofpel, to make the wearers, 
invulnerable. Agreeably to this lad conjecture, it has beeo 
fuppofed, that the above legend was intended to figni.y the prc- 
fervation of the king, by the invifible hand of Providence, in a 
fea-f^ght which this coin was to commemorate. The king is 
exhibited on the coin, (landing upright in armour, in the tnid- 
die of a (hip. The firft fuppofition, as to the legend, is cer- 
tainly highly ridiculous, and Mr. Pegge rejects the laft, whidv 
has been more approved ; and conceives, that as the two king- 
doms of England and France are exprefled in the king’s ftileon 
the obverfe, and are parted in nature only by a narrow (trait or 
channel, the king in his (hip is fuppofed to be pafling over that 
ftrait ; and confequently not only to afiert his dominion over the 
fea, but over the two kingdoms alfo; in which cafe regnorum 
will be the fubftantive undeiftood to illorum. Thus an old ppefc 
underftood it * 

4 For foure things our NOBLE (heweth unto me* 

King, ihip, & fword, & power of the fea / 

The two following numbers contain obfervations on the Coiw 
bridge altars * : the firft by the Hon. Daines Barrington, the 
other in Latin by Thomas Morell, D. D. 

Number 39, furni(hes an account of fome ancient infcriptions* 
lately dlfcovered in the provinces of Iftria and Dalmatia, with 
remarks, in a letter to (he Rev. Dr. Milles, from John Strange, 
Efq. The infcriptions, &c. were communicated to this gen-* 
tleman, by the abbe Cords of Padua, an ingenious and cele* 
brated Italian naturalift. 

Governor Pownall prefents us with farther obfervations on 
Pen*maen-mawr. He is (till of opinion* that it was an high - 
place for the druidical wor(hip ; 4 *But, fays he, fmee I have 
been tau gilt, by Mr. Bryant’s and major Valency’s learning, 
the rites of the fire-wormip, and efpecially thofe which were 
performed on the tops of mountains, I am bold to hazard the 
calling this hill (whofe vulgate name is pronounced Bre-y Dina , 
he Hill af the City) BRE-Y-TINAS, The Mount of Fire . — * 
far be it from me* adds the Governor, to affimilate by the mod 
diftant comparifon, the facred rites (of revelation) to the pro- 
fane abominations of idolatry: yet if I might fuppofe, that in 
the earlieft times, or in fome fuch remote and feparate corner 
ef the earth as this is, the people did yet retain, not wholly 
Corrupted, the old patriarchal rites, fuch as the holy feriptures 
frequently fpeak of, as prior to, and cotemporary with, the re- 
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reeled rdigion’of the Lord ; I coaid, after viewing this place. 
Mid reading the nioeteeth chapter of Exodus, defcribing the 
moft facred ceremony of the true religion, raife up to myfelf 
fome lively images of the imitative, but falfe and fuperftitious 
ceremonies of the beggarly elements of the fire- worfliip/ 

An account of fome Irifh antiquities is alfb given by Mr, 
Pownall. The forms of two fwords, with fome fragments, (aid 
to have been parts of an image, are here prefented in a drawing. 
The fwords are of that metal, which, in the common tranflations 
of the ancients, we called braft . Mr. Alchorn, bis majefty’s 
aflay-mafter, made an accurate aflay of the metal. It appeared 
to be chiefly copper, interfperfed with particles of iron, and 
perhaps fomezink, but without containing either gold or filver; 
it feems probable, that the metal was call in its prefent ftate, 
and afterwards reduced to its proper figure by filing. The iron 
might either have been obtained with the copper from the ore, 
or added afterwards in the fufion, to give the neceflary rigidity 
of a weapon. — The apparent properties of the metal are faid to 
be, that it is of a texture, which takes an exqurfitdy fine polifb, 
and exhibits more of the colour of gold than of brafs or copper. 
It it of a temper which carries a marp edge, and is in*a great 
degree firm, eltftic, and heavy. It is alfb of a peculiar nature 
that refills ruft, which appears from the condition in which it 
was found, after lying in a bog for fo many ages. The blemifh 
which the metal has contracted, is rather that of a tarnilh than 
ruft, and is of a fine deep brilliant purple colour. Mr. Pownalt 
refers thefe fwords, together with feveral things afterwards de- 
scribed, to the colonies, or rather to th^ Settlements and fac- 
tories of the later people of Carthage, or Gades, and not to tbe 
original Phoenician colonies. He adds two long lifts of antique 
curiofities, found in the fame place with the above, a Small 
bog near Cullen, in the county of Tipperary, on the land* of 
lord Milton. The difeoveries begin with the year 1731, and 
are continued to 1773. 

Mr. Pegge, in number 41, prefents us with obfervations oa 
two jewels, in the pofiefiion of Sir Charles Mordaunt. They 
were dug from a bank, near lord Willoughby de Broke’s feat^ 
at Compton-Mordock, alias Compton-Vernai, Warwickfliirr. 
Three (culls were found with them, lying in a row. The 
pieces had been fufpended on the necks of two of the parties 
there interred as being their moth valuable trinkets. All that 
can be conje&ured,- concerning the larger jewel is, that being 
of gold, and rich in gems, the owner of it was unqueftionaWy 
a perfon of rank. The lefler piece is of gold, having a crofs. 
between two rude-buman figures, as fupporters* with a-reverfi* 
of the fame, and a Saxon infeription, which Mr. Pegge thinks 
is Mary and Ofwaldl He conjectures that the piece mttft have 
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keen (truck about A* D. 102c, after Ofwald was become a faint 
-of note, and probably by the monks, or the bifhop of Worce- 
ster, namely, St. Wulftan, who was then fitting. But it 
feems extraordinary, that Chriftians, in the eleventh century, 
Should be buried in a place where there was no church or ora- 
tory. This our Antiquary can no otherwife account for, con- 
iidering the rank of fhefe perfons, than by fuppofing that they 
fell by fome fudden rencounter, and were as haflily interred. 

The Public have been feveral times amufed with fome ac- 
counts of the body of king Edward I. as it appeared on opening 
his tomb in the year 1774. Sir Jofeph Ayloffe, here gives the 
particulars, in a diflfertation of upwards of thirty pages, contain- 
ing feveral ingenious and learned remarks. The royal warrants 
illued in the three following reigns, De cera renovandi circa cor- 
pus regis Edwardi primiy with other circumftances, gave rife to 
an opinion, that a more than ordinary care was taken to pre- 
serve the body of that monarch from patrefaftion. Permiffion 
was obtained from the Dean of Weftminfter, to open the tomb 
and coffin ; which appears to have been performed with great 
care and decorum. On lifting up the lid, the royal corpfe was 
found wrapped up within a large fquare mantle, of ftrong, 
coarfe, and thick linen cloth, diaper’d, of a dull, pale, yel- 
lowifh, brown colour, and waxed on its under fide.— When 
the folds of the external wrapper were thrown back, and the 
fudarium removed, the corpfe was difeovered, richly habited, 
adorned with enfigns of royalty, and almoft entire, notwith- 
ftanding the length of time that it had been entombed. The 
face retained its exa£t form, although part of the flefh appeared 
to be fomewhat wafted. It was of a dark brown, or chocolate 
colour, approaching to black, and fo were the hands and 
fingers. On meafuring the body by a rod, it appeared to be ex- 
adly fix feet and two inches in length. So that, although we 
may with fome degree of propriety adopt the idea of thole hif- 
Corian', who tells us, that the king was taller than the genera- 
lity of men ; yet we can no longer credit thofe, who afTert, that 
he Was taller by the head than any other man of his time. How 
far the appellation of Ltng Shanksy ufually given to him, was 
<properIy applicable, cannot be afeertained, fince the length 6 f 
'the tibia could not be truly meafured, and compared with that 
of the femoray without removing the veftments, and thereby 
incurring a rifque of doing injury to the corpfe. 

The 44th, and laft article in this Volume, is a letter from 
Sir William Blackftone, deferibing an antique feal $ with fome 
obfervations on its original, and two fucceffive controveriics, 
which the difufe of it occafioned. This feal, relative to eede- 
fiaftical caufes, appears to have been made 1 Edward VI. when 
the collation to all vacant bifhopricks was veiled jn the crown ; 
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when the eleftion by Conge d'elirc was dropped, and it was pita* 
view’d, that all pioccfs, in ecclehartical courts, fhould be made 
rut in his m a; city’s name. '1 he learned Judge makes fcveral 
ingenious remarks on thefe and other particulars* 


FOREIGN LITERATURE 
(By our Correspondents.) 


Rome, 

Art. I. 

T HE Cartefian dreams about the mechanical fouls of the 
brute creation, have been long exploded, wherever roe- 
taphyfical inquiry has been carried on with a truly philofophical 
fpi'it ; — the (pint of hypotbefis is not, however, always mode#, 
even in the new comers, who often raife new vifions on the 
ruins of the old. This thought is naturally fuggefted by a 
perufal of the following work. De Anima Brutorum. AuClore 
Jlnarca Spagnio y ' Sacerdote Florentino , i. e. concerning the foul that 
animates the brutes , 4to. Rome 1775. This Florentine Prieft, 
who has acquired a name in the philofophical world by other pro* 
du£ticns, has difplayed, in the work before us, an uncommon 
and extenfive degree of knowledge, and yet his book is far 
from being exempt from defe&s. He has, indeed, proved that 
the brutes are not mere machines, that the fouls they poffefs 
are not compofed of fubtile matter, that they are not f*b~ 
Jlant’nd forms> in the fenfe of the peripatetics, and that they 
may be called fpiritual fubfiances without any offence to religion 
or philofophy. All thefe tenets, and the arguments by which 
they are fupported, keep the Author very bufy, and to fome 
purpofc, in the fix firft fedlions of this book. But in the three 
concluding ones he is too dogmatical in determining the bounds 
and pointing out the operations of this fpiritual fiibftance; and 
we cannot well believe him upon his word, unlefs he can affure 
us that he knows fomething of the matter by experience; and 
that, according to the fyftem of Telliamedy he began his exiftence 
in the perfon of a Turbot* Nay, were this the cafe ; were he 
even convinced by intimate experience, that the conception , 
judgment % reafoning , recollection , and defere^ which he allows to 
the inferior animals, were employed only about corporeal 
things, and extended to no ohje&s more refined than nouriih- 
ment, the propagation of their fpecies, and felf- prefer vation, 
yet this would not prove, what he boldly aflerts, that thefe 
animals are dejlitute of under (landing and free-will ; fince we 
cannot feparate from our idea of underjlanding , the faculties of 
judging y reafoning , &c, on whatever obje&s thefe faculties may 
be employed, 
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II. Mr. Pistoi, Profeflorof Mathematics in the Univerfity 
of Sienna, and member of the Academy of Sciences in that city, 
has publrfhed an ingenibus treatife entitled, Del Mecanifmo^ &c. 
i. e. A Differ tat ion on the Manner or Mechanifm , by which the 
• Air and the elementary Fire fix tbemfehes in Compounds , and become 
confiituent Principles of the Bodies in which they are • This Difler- 
tation is divided into three chapters, whole fubje&s are, ele- 
mentary Earth, Water, Air, and Fire 5 which, according to 
our Author, are endued with a principle of attraction* Air, 
more efpecially, and Fire, are, in his hypothefis, pofleffed of an 
elajlic and alfo of an expanfive force , to which he attributes that 
admirable and uninterrupted feries of reproductions and dtffolu - 
tions 9 which nature prefents to us_ every moment. It was by 
the laws of attradlion that Newton , Keil , and Friend explained 
the manner in which air and fire fix themfelves in bodies, and 
thefe are the guides which our Author follows. He denies 
absolutely the exigence of a fixed air 5 that is, of a fluid of a 
particular nature, and totally diftinft from common air. He 
thinks that, to adopt this new element , is multiplying beings 
and caufes without necefiity, and if he had known our Englim 
proverb, he would certainly have called it building caflles in the 
air . Mr. Piftoi fays, that he has been at the pains of repeat- 
ing all the curious experiments that have been made upon fire 
and air by Boerhave y Boyle , Hales , Priejlley , Macbride y and 
others, and to thefe he has added feveral new experiments of 
his own, to throw farther light upon this fubje&. If Dr. 
Priejlley* s name did not (land in this lift, we fhould look upon 
Mr. Pistoi’s unbelief in fixed air 9 as not utterly unworthy of 
toleration ; but if he has read the Dodor’s experiments, and 
Sir John Pringle’s difeourfe, we cannot think he is any longer 
to be reafoned with, and we muft give him over to the fecular 
arm (fomething like which fometimes takes place even among 
philofophers), or at leaft to the wholefome feverities of Dr; 
Prieftley, who, with a few lathes of his philofophical cat o’ 
nine tails, will foon compel him to come in . 

Florence. 

III. The Reflexions on the Nature , Caufe, and Treatment of 
Cancer r, with phyfiological and practical Obfervations concerning , 
their Cure , by Cajetan Marulla, M. D. and Profejffor of 
Surgery , in 8vo. is entitled tor a diftinguifhed rank among the 
treatifes that have been publifhed on that fubjedt. This work 
is divided into fix chapters, in which we find the uncommon 
merit of a profound theory and an extenfive pra&ice. In the 
firft chapter the Author unfolds the nature of this diforder, as 
confiding in the transformation of the nervous and glandular 
parts of the lymphatic veflels into an unfhapen, hard, com- 
pact, and indifibluble fubftance, which is fufceptible of growth 
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end ulceration. In the fecond, he points out and describes the 
ordinary places , where thefe tumours are formed. Jn.thei thinly 
he indicates the immediate caufe of the cancerous complaint* 
which he takes to be a vicious fermentation of the lymphatic 
fluid, in the fourth, he gives a lively description of the.deplo* 
rable effeSls of Cancers ; and in the fifth and iixth, he describes 
th \t prognofticki and fymptoms of this diibrder, and the method 
that ought to be purfued in treating it, both before andafecr 
the ulceration. 

FRANCE. 

Paris. 

IV. The Abbe Docontant de la Molette, Vkaa» 

General of Vienne in Dauphiny, obfetving, That a great past 
of the flimfy obje&ions and indecent pleafantry which infidels 
employ, to diminifli the refpe& of their unthinking readers for 
the Holy Scriptures, would fall to the ground, if the/e (acred 
books were well underftood, has publifhed an Effoy an the ad- 
vantages that may be derived from the ftudy of tbe>oriemql 
languages, in the true interpretation of Tcripture. The ti- 
tle of th«8 ufeful Avork is : Ejjai fur C Ecritme Sarnie, m 
Tableau HJlorique des Avantages qut Fan peat retirtr des Longues 
Orientates pour la porfaite Intelligence, des Livres Saints y in iamo. 
1775.— This work is divided into ten chapters. In the firjly 
the Author gives a brief account of the four famous Polygiotis 
of Cardinal XimeneSy Arias Montanus , the Prefident Le Jay 9 and 
Walton. In the fecond, he lays down the plan of a new Poiy- 
glott, much lefs voluminous, and consequently lefs expenfive, 
than thefe, which deferves the attention of all who have the 
caufe of religion at heart. The eight fucceeding chapters con* 
tain a furvey of the various languages that mud be ftudied in 
order to the attainment of a complete knowledge of the facred 
writings; and the alphabets of thefe languages are engraven at 
the head of this work. , 

V. The Hiftory of France begun by Veltyy continued by Fit- 
laret and his fucceflbr Gamier , is fweilcd into (uch a number of 
volumes, as is fufficient to damp the courage of the greateft 
part of modern Readers. This has engaged Mr. Cavail* 
lon topublifli an abridgment of this hiftory, ftill more compen- 
dious than that df Madame U'Ejpinajj'cy (whiah was of a decent 
fize, and well executed) in a (ingle volume in 12010. of 514 
pages, entitled, Expofition de P>Hijhirt de France depots le earn* 
mencement de la Monarcbie jufqu'd al Patx £ Aix la Cbapelie en 1 748. 
This is a pretty good Index of the principal events in Gallidt 
flory. 

VI. Eloge Hijlorique de Michel de Mmtagne it Dijfertation fur 
fa Religion • i. e. An Hijlarical Eulogy of Michel de Montagney and 
* Dijfertation concerning his religious Sentiments : by D om De* 
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vienke, Hiftoriographer to the city of Bourdeaux, 1775. 
This Eulogy is drawn from the writings of Montagne, and. paints 
him to the life. As to the defence of his religious character, it 
it is a bold talk ; and yet there are certainly many paflages, and 
even Unking ones, in the effays of Montagne, that are incom- 
patible with /bad principles of irreligion, or a permanent habit of 
icepticifin. The Author, however, if we are not mifhken, 
lays too much ftrefs upon thefe paflages in behalf of Montagne’s 
orthodoxy; as others do, alfo, on paflages of a different 
kind, to prove his infidelity. If we compare together the con- 
iradi&ory aflertions, and maxims of this fingular man, they will 
lead us to this natural conclufion, that he believed , difbelievod , 
and doubted by turns ; and that none of thefe three dates of mind 
formed his permanent chnra&er. Montagne was ingenuous, 
•candid, frgacious, fublime, entertaining and witty; but his 
.views of things, and even his obfervation of men and manners, 
.were much under the power of imagination ; and were confe- 
quently fome times incoherent and undigefted. 

This great man, this original .genius, is .happily drawn *to 
the life in the following piece : 

VII. EUge di Michel de Montagne courorpte a P Academic A 0 
Bourdeaux , par M . U Abbe Talbert, del Academic. di Befanpon 9 
Chanoint de V Eglife Metropolitaine de la mime Ville, et Predicateur 
du R*i 9 1775. This (Eulogy is a mafter-'ptece of eloquence. 

VIII. Mr. Sigau de la Fond, Profcflor of Mathematics 
and Natural Philofophy in the univeriity of Paris, and member 
of the principal academies in Prance? Italy, Spain, Germany, 

has publilhed in two vo]s. 8vo. with figures, a moftufeful 
.work, entitled, Defeription et Ufage dun Cabinet de Phyfique£x~ 
perimentale , 1775. This work .contains the defeription of a 
complete apparatus for experimental philofophy, and dire&ions 
with refpeft to the manner of .employing the inftruments and 
machines of which it is compofed. 1 his defeription,. aqd thcfe 
direftions, are accurate, ingenious, and circumftantial ; and 
the Author propofes, in a new edition of his Lspom de Phifique , 
(i. e. Lectures on Natural Philofophy) to adapt them to the order 
and method obferved in the prefent work. Thefe two produc- 
tions deferve a diftinguifhed rank in the clafs of Natural Phi- 
lofophy. 

IX. The nature, eflential chara&ers, diverfity, feat, meeba^ 
Dtfm, caufes, and proper treatment of wens, and other tumours, 
are confidered in an ample and learned manner, in a work, 
whole title is as follows : Lttpiologie , $u Traite des Tumours con - 
Tints feus It rum de Leupos r avoc des details fur Us effets la maniere 
efagir des Caufliquesy des richer ebes fur U ganglion , U goitre y Us tu- 
mours oncjftois des paupifresy la RanuU , VUydropifio do la MbeUo 
Bpmicro, ft dot deflexions Jur Us pooyons do $e*foQmne Part Jk 
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guerir , par Mr. Girard, Con filler Median ordinaire du Ret, 
&c. a Paris, 177 5. This treatife is in high efteem among 
Che beft judges in this branch. 

X. The lovers of agriculture, and rural improvement, will 
find in the following work feveral things*worthy of their atten- 
tion — Examen de la Horn lie, con/tderee comm e engrair des tares, i. e. 
jin Inquiry into the Properties of Charcoal, amfidered as Manure for 
fattening Land, by Mr. R aulin, M. D. King's Counsellor and 
Pbyiician, Royal Cenfor, F. R. S. and member of many acade- 
mies. The ingenious Naturalift propofes confidering the effe&s 
of charcoal (which in many places of France, and the Low 
Countries, has been fubftituted as manure, in the place of turf- 
afhes) on vegetable ground, on tho vegetables it produces, and 
.upon the animals that feed upon its productions. Thefe effects 
be confiders as pernicious, or, at lead, liable to fufpicion ; and 
this he concludes from the vitriolic, ferruginous, arfenica), 
and inflammable principles of the charcoal, and more especially 
from the vitriolic acid from which no kind of charcoal is 
exempt. For the detail of his arguments and iliuftrations, the 
Reader mult have recourfe to the work itfelf, which is compofed 
with modefty, and difcovers in the Author a rich fund of obser- 
vation and experience. 

XI. It would be fingular, if amidft the innumerable multitude 
of Di&ionaries that have been pouring, for fome years paft, tor- 
rents of fcicnce, clear or muddy, upon the continent, there 
fhould be none fet apart for communicating the treafures of 
law and jur if prudence. Accordingly, the firft volume of a work 
deftined foi this purpofe, and comprehending the principles and 
details of civil, criminal canonical , and beneficiary jurifprudenct, 
has lately appeared under the following title : Repertoire Univer- 
fel Raijonne de j ur if prudence Civile , CrimineUe, Canonique if 
Beneficiale : Ouvrage de plufieurs Jurifconfultes, publie & mis en 
ordre par M. Guyot Ecuyer, ancitn Magiftrat. 8vo. Paris, 

■%. The truly indefatigable M. de Buchoz, whofe labours 
in Natural Hiftory are fo learned and voluminous, has published 
lately in 2 vols. 8vo. a new Dictionary, which contains every 
thing relating to mineral waters , their nature, their effeds, their 
fituation, the manner of annalyzing them, the Authors who 
have defcribed them, &c. &c. The title of this rich rcpofitory 
is as follows : Bittionnaire des Eaux Minerales , con tenant lair 
fiifteire Naturelle, des Obfervations Gentrales, et des Notices par - 
ticulieres fur differ entes fontaines ; une Bibliographie Hydrologiqne ; 
different es Manieres danalyfer ces Eaux pour en faire d art ificie lies ; 
auxquelles on a joint la life des differens endroits ou fe trouruent Us 
Eaux Minerales , dont il eft fait mention dans cet ouvrage : le tout fur 
Us principes d'apres Us okfervatigns de M. de Laffone, Pre- 
mier 
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tniir Medea n de la Reine $ Morarvd, dtT Academic Roy alt da Sat nets 
de Paris , Miffa, D. M. Petit, Mtdecin die Due d! Orleans ; Raulin, 
Mtdecin du Roi , par P Auteur de P Hijioirt UnivtrftUt du Regne 
Vegetal, du Diftionnaire dts Plantes du Diftiormaire Veter inair t, 
&c. i. e. by Mr. Buchoz. 

XIII. The Abbe Baudeau, one of the good writers, and 
judicious thinkers, which abound in the refpeCtable fociety of 
Oeconomifls , propofes publifliing in i2vols. 8vo. a new edition 
of the work, entitled, Les Economies Royales de Sully , with Pre- 
liminary Di/courfes to each volume, Dijfertations and Notes hifto- 
rical, critical and political, general and particular Summaries 
Indexes, & c. and the. true original Text , which muftnot be con- 
founded with the Memoirs of Sully, that have pafled through fo 
many editions. The firft volume of this interefting work has 
already appeared, and is delivered to the fubferibers, and it 
•anfwers what the public expe&ed from the ingenious Editor; 

SWITZERLAND. 

Berne. 

XIV. The celebrated Baron de Haller has publiflied lately 
the fecond volume of bis Bibliotheca Cbirurgica , or the Surgeons 
Library , in which, we find a learned and judicious account of 
the capacity, chara&er, merit, and writings of feveral eminent 
men in this branch of fcience ; fuch as the two Petits , Chejeldtn , 
Heifltr , Rau, Btntvoli , Ranby , La Dr an, Qjefnay, Goulard , 
Monro , Le Cat , Taylor, Chapman , and others. 

G E R M A N Y and the N O R T H. 

Berlin. * 

XV. The fcience of Aftronomy is cultivated in Germany 
with unremitting ardour, and is daily enriched with new and 
valuable. improvements. The Ephemeris of Berlin will, un- 
doubtedly, contribute greatly to its progrefs, and will make up 
the lofs, which the Public would otherwife have (uRained by* the 
jeeffation of that of Mr. Bernouilli, whofe want of heakh 
obliged him to relinquifh that laborious undertaking. The 
fecond year of this interefting collection has lately appeared 
under the following title: Aftronomfches Jahrbuch odtr Epbcme- 
riden fur das Jabr 1777, &V. i. e. Ephemeris , or the Annual 
Agronomical Regifler for the Year 1777, together with a Code&fion 
of Obfervations , Remarks , and alfo of the moft recent DijjertatiGns 
and Treatifes relative to AJlronomy \ the whole compojed under the 
Infpeflion , and publijbed by the PermiJJion of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences of Berlin, and enriched with Figures, 8vo. In this 
Volume the Solar Tables of Mayer are fubftituted in the place of 
thofeof the Abbe de la Caille, which were employed in the pre- 
ceding volume. The Tables of Halley are alfo here made ulc of 
for calculating the motions • of the planets, iqftead of tfye 
New Tables of De la Lande, The Tables contained in this 
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Volume ere numerous, and admirably calculated to fadKute 
♦agronomical observations and difcoveries, and the reflections 
and diflertations upon the appearances, motions, and fit nations 
<of the heavenly bodies, do honour to the labours of the learned 
men who have contributed to the perfection of this excellent 
work. The moil eminent of thefe are, Lambert, Bode, Schulze* 
Bernoulli, and Felbiger, fui fukiimi feriunt fideravertice. 

HOLLAND. 

XVL The literary focietics eftabiilhed in the provinces of 
'Holland and Zealand have produced happy effc&s in keeping 
alive a fpirit of philofopbical inquiry ?nd political ceconomy in 
tbofc countries. The Society of riaarlemhas publilhed lately 
the Sixteenth volume of its Tranfa&ions or Memoirs, under the 
ufual tide: VirhandeUngen uitgegeeven door Ai HeUandfcbe , &c. 
'This Volume is the moft remarkable, for the uniformity of its 
contents, of any thathas yet appeared \ as it is entirely taken up 
with Three Prize* Difer tat ions on the Commerce of the Republic , its 
rife and progrefs , the caufes and circumjlances that have, or may 
expofe it to diminution and decline, and the means that are bed 
adapted to maintain its prefent confidence, promote. its advance- 
ment, and bring it to the higheft degree of perfedion, of which 
•it is fufceptible. The firft of thefe difeourfes, which wascom- 
pofed by Mr. Vam den Heuvel, Secretary to the Court of 
♦Juflicc at Utrecht, and obtained the prize, is a mafterly pro- 
duction, difeoven an extenfive and intimate acquaintance with 
all the branches of knowledge that are adapted to illuftrate 
this important and complicated fubjeCt, and will afford plea- 
fure, in the perufal, to the politician and philofopher, as well 
as to the merchant. The two difiertations that follow in this 
Volume, have alfo a confiderable degree of merit. 

Mxddleburg. 

XVII. The fourth volume of the TranfaCtions and Memoirs 
of the Society ereCted at Fluffing in Zealand has been lately pub- 
lifted in this city, under the title of Verhandelingeu uitgegeeven 
deer bet ZeeuwfchGenootfcbap, lie. 1775, and contains a variety of 
interefting matter. The natural philofopher will be very well 
entertained here with throe dijfertations on the manner of employing 
experiments to invejfigate , with frecifeon , the caufes tf the pheno- 
mena of Nature. The antiquary will find his curiofity ex* 
cited by a circumftance that deferves particular notice. Mr. 
Peter van Damme, a famous bookfeller at AmAerdam, who 
lias made a collection of above- twenty thou land medals (repre- 
ientinga ferics of the Grecian kings, the cities and colonies 
founded by the Roman emperors, together with the coins and 
medals ftruck at Rome under the confular government and un- 
der that of the emperors) has liberally opened this precious 
collection for the ufe of t he Society* -At their nequelt be has 
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Orider taken to give a Profpeflus or general view of the contents 
of this valuable treafure of antiquities, in which the molt re* 
markable medals will be described, and accompanied with re* 
marks that Will throw much light upon this branch of fcience. 
A part of this Profpefius is inferred in the prefent volume, and 
It will be continued in the fucceeding ones. 

This is followed by a memoir containing Pfythological and* 
Moral Reflexions on the Connexion between the Under ft tending and 
the Willy in which there are feveral things that* are interesting 
in fpeculation, and may be ufeful in practice.— The ftxth me** 
moir contains a judicious expofai of the Abfurditf ami lwfumyof 
Duelling , in which that fthpid and barbarous pra&ioe is repre~ 
fen ted in its proper colours.— In the feventh memoir the learned 
Profeflfor Hennert of Utrecht examines, with his ufual fa- 
gacity, Whether the Uncertainty that yet remaim , with refpeQ to> 
the recti Figure of the Earth, is fo great as to otcafion Mflahes of 
Any Cbnflquenee in Ajironomy and Navigation f The Ingenious Aca- 
demician decides this queftloft in the negative, and grounds 
his dec jfibh upon feveral arguments, which open ufeful points 
of view to afttonomers and mariners. — The four following me - 
mein, whole fubjeite are the Stilus Guriet, fuppofed to have* 
been introduced by Pepin king of France,— the Meteorological 
Obfervations of Bailer made at Zerickfte,— the abfurd and 
pernicious Cuflom of burying in Cities and Churches— and fome 
Ghirurgical Obfervations upon the extraordinary A fpc£t and Po- 
fltion of a Bladder and Mattice, have merit in their feveral 
kinds; 

Utrecht and Am $ t e r d am. 

XVIII. An aflociation of bookfellers in theft two cities are-' 
publiihing, in feparate numbers, a noble and fpfcndid work, 
entitled, Papillons Exotiques , fAc. h e. Foreign Butterflies or Pa - 
pifios, collected in Afia , Africa , and America, deferibed by the Pof- 
ftflbr of this curious collefition, Mr. Peter Cr amer, and re - 
prefented by Figures drawn aftir Nature, and elegantly engraven , 
and coloured under his Infpeftion by the ablefl Attifli* The mod 
celebrated cabinets in Holland have contributed to enrich this : 
Publication as well as the collection of Mr. Cramer, who has 
alio placed, at the head of this work, a compendious Natural 
Hlflory of PbpilioSk A number, confiding of 12 plates, is pub- 
liQied every three months, which* together with the Defcrip - 
tion, is fold for eight florins to fobferibers. The bookfellers 
who have undertaken this publication are J. Van Scboonbovert 
and Co. at Utrecht, and S. J. Baalde at Amsterdam. 

XIX. The fecond volume, in 8 vo. of the much and juftly 
tfteemed work, entitled, Natuurlyke Hiflorie, (Ac. i. e. A Body 
of Natural Htflory , digefled and arranged according to the Syflem of 

Linnecus, 
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Linnauff with Figures accurately drawn and engraven , has beeit 
lately publifhed at Arafterdam. This volume treats of Shrubs , 
and contains every thing of moment relative to that Article, 
particularly a learned and curious account of the Vine y and of 
the labours of the vintage, which is alfo entertaining. 

XX. The treatife Concerning the Goodnefs of God in Jefus 
Chrijfy publifhed at Dort by E. Voet, and of which the Dutch 
title is, God's Goedertierenheid in Jefus Chrtflus overwoogen , is a 
Angular mixture of good philofophy, with a predominant fpirit 
of Belgtc Methedifm . The latter bears a much more rational 
and engaging afpe& in the theological writings of this fenAble 
layman, than in thofe of many of his ecclefiaftical brethren, 
both here and in Holland. The prefent treatife (which was 
preceded by another on the fFifdom and Power of God in Chrift) 
contains, among other things, fome judicious obfervations on 
the Nature of the Divine Goodnefs : in which the Author, 
without attributing to the Deity the material warmth of human 
paf&ons, fuppofes, however, that his immutable ferenity is far 
removed from chat fenfelefs apathy which fome have attributed 
to the Supreme Intelligence , nay, that his Goodnefs is a feeling 
principle and the fource of his felicity. He has even ventured 
to fay that Goodnefs is the firft fpring of a&ion in the Deity, 
and the enly motive to creation. There are fome other works 
of this judicious and knowing Writer, in which he has very 
dexteroufly cloathed Orthodoxy with a pbilofopbical garment, or 
Philofophy with an orthpdox one. . The latter has been done 
by him, happily enough, in his diflertation on the Spiritual Senfe 9 
which is no more, according to his account of it, than Hutche- 
fpn’s Pagan Moral Stnfe brought within the pale of the Church, 
r\nd improved by the peculiar fuccours and advantages which 
Chriftianity affords for refloring human nature to its original 
purity. Mr. Voet alfo, in another treatife concerning the 
Means of acquiring this Spiritual Senfe , has conrtefled (with 
great truth and good fenfe) Divine Succours with human a&ivity 9 
and marked the boundaries of Nature and Grace with more 
freedom from the fervitude of fyftem, than is generally to bo 
met with among the rigid Calvinifts. The German Calvinifls 
have written much in this drain ; they have been eftablifbing 
their peculiar do&rioes upon philofophical as well as gofpei 
principles (between which we hope, for the fake of both, that there 
is no oppofition) and the Dutch, Britifh, and Irifh Metbodifts 
would do well to follow their example* 
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MON T H L Y CATALOGUE, 

For D E C E M B E R, 1775. ' 

American Controversy, 

Art. II. The Evidence of the Common and Statute Laws <f the 
Realm , Ufage, Records, Hidory, with the greateft and belt Au- 
thorities, down to the 3d of Geo. III. in proof of the Rights of 
Britons, throughout the Britilh Empire. 8vo. 2 s. Williams, 
1775 - 

T HIS Writer is a warm and zealous Advocate for the People’s 
right to lhare in the powers of legiflation and taxation (a right 
on which the claims of the colonies are principally founded) ; and he 
adduces feveral pertinent faCts, taken from the more ancient adls and 
rolls of parliament, in fupport of his arguments. 

Art. 12* Confiderations on this Shtejlion, “what (hould be an 
honed Englifhman’s Endeavour in the prefent Controverfy between 
. Great Britajn and the Colonies.” 8vo. is. Wilkie. 1775. 

Thefe confiderations are intended to’perfuade every honed Englifh- 
tnan to unite in fupporting the preient coercive operations of go- 
vernment againd the people of America, for which purpofe, fome of 
the ufual objections againd colonies are repeated. But toward the 
end of this performance, the Writer fays, " Are then the Americans, 
a numerous and virtuous and loyal people, and who are drongly at* 
{ached to liberty, and of whom no inconfiderable part went over to 
America for the fake of enjoying it, to be taxed, that is governed, 
(for the two things are reciprocal, and will in the iflue fuppofe or in- 
fer one another) by a parliament in which they have not any agents, 
or deputies, or reprefentatives, and which is notlefs than three thou-* 
faod miles from them ? Or rather, do not common fenfe, and the 
mod obvious and necefiary feelings of humanity, revolt at fuch a 
notion ? And more efpecialiy, when we have purfued fuch an idea 
and fydem,of government into fome of its remote and very probable 
confequences ; however plaufibly we may donceai for a time the 
injudice and abfurdity of it P* 

4 So any friend of liberty and mankind may be imagined tb^b- 
jeCt. And becanfe that we mean to fatisfy, and not merely filence* 
and would prefer before all things a jud and candid procedure, 1 
fhall now reply to this objection.’ 

The Writer’s reply, however, confids in afking, whether, 4 if a 
change in the conditution of American affairs be reafonable and ne- 
ceflary, it can be brought about either for their good or our own, fo 
fafely and well in all refpeCts as by a previous acknowledgement in 
them, of fuch aconditutionai and legal fupremacy in the parliament, 
as we are now pleading for?’ — But furely this does not remove tjke 
force of the objection to which he had promifed a reply ? 

44 But, adds he, why cannot America, fay fome, be considered as 
being in much the fame edate with relation to Great Britan as Ire- 
land ? and as fuch have its own parliament, or parliaments, having 
within themfelves the foie power of taxation r ,J 
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To this he anfwers, * chat Ireland and the colonies are under dH- 
£rent conftitutions ; that the formeris to beconfidered as a oowquer- 
ed country, which made for itfelf the bed capitulation that it could ; 
and of which one part was the retention of its own parliament and 
that the colonies can never obtain fimilar legiflaturet but by the 
4 authority*ofthe Britifh parliament/ All this is erroneous* Ireland never 
bad any thing like a parliament, until the Englifti migrated thither 
as they did to America ; and the conditution of Ireland, like the 
CQnilitutiona of the colonies, was edabliftied by the foie authority of 
the crown, and not of the Englifti parliament. 

Art. 13. A View of the feyeral Schemes with refteft to America , 
and their comparative Merit in promoting the Dignity and Intereft 
of Great Britain. 8vo. is. Owen. 1775* 

After examining many of the plans fuggefbtl for terminating oof 
American conteft, the Writer declares in favonr of that which con± 
fids in redoring the colonies to the fituation they were in before the 
ftamp aft, and waving, by an aft of the legifiatare, the exercife of 
taxation, as inexpedient. Of this fcheme he fays, ** It is fimple, 
comprehenfive, and of efReacy already demonftrated : it works no 
violent changes ; it does not half retinquifh and half inforce a bur- 
thenfome and unwelcome claim 5 it is not one of thole middle courfes 
which neither is indulgent nor coercive to effeft 5 neither maintains 
authority, nor infares confidence; neither obliges friends, nor pre- 
vents the effeft of enmities. Bat it gives, what has been already 

g ’ven without lofs to the commerce, the honour, or the bappinefs of 
reat Britain. If they (hall after this be tumultuous and rebellious, 
if they (hall love a dangerous independence, an unprofitable, a bur- 
then feme emancipation, from the laws and conditution, to be free 
from which would, I think, be their flavery ; it will be a fit time for 
Great Britain to afiert her dignity, to teach them their duty and 
their happinefs, to (hew the world we can grant or refufe in feafoa* 
And if tney are enemies then, they will be ungrateful, unreafonable, 
unwife; and therefore not dangerous. If we lofe them then, it will 
be their crime and folly ; if they fuffer then, it will be their madaefr 
and perverfenefr— let not any thing of tips be ours. They know oar 
power ; let them feel our true greatnefs, by a new and linking con- 
viction of our goodnefs, our wifdom, and oar magnanimity. We 
have exerted the power of Romans, the coorage and peneverance of 
Romans often ; let not Great .Britain blufh at the imputation of be- 
ing the equal of Rome in generofity, and real policy — She has fuffcred 
this difrrirce often ; (he never has been ufed to fight with enemies for 
definition, but for liberty and glory. And will (he then deal more 
rigoroafly with her children* ? If the world can doubt our honour, 
onr drength and fortitude, let our difanion be done away — the only 
caufe |o create that doubt— let the world then come on, and prove H* 
We have done enough to fatisfy not ooly the rational honour of m 
great nation, who feels her own drength, and knows that the world 
acknowledges it, bat the fqaeunifh punctilio of a modern duellift — 
we have fought, we have done mifehief where we love and were be* 
Ibred— it is eafy to do mdeh more ; bet the drength and dignity is 
ip doing good. Let os ad as men; Bnglifhmeo r and I blufh not tw 
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lay Chriftians. Let the plan of our reconciliation confift ih this — the 
Xemettlbering we are brethren, and afldng ourfelves why we drive with 
brethren : we areEngli(hmen, and lhall we ruin Engliihmen for our 
glory; we are Chriitians, and lhall we for a fmall difference — no* 
thing in its advantage to us but weighty in its confequences to the 
colonies — opprefs and devour our fellow Chriilians, even if they 
have erred, even if they have v offended ? we know, if we may twsff 
experience, how to make them loyal, faithful, obedient, and ufeful 
fervants of Great Britain, fellow- fervants with ourfelves in the com- 
mon caufe. The experiment at word is not thrown away. If they 
deGre independence, they will prove it by their refnfal $ if eafe> 
union, protection, and interchange of mutual benefits, they will em- 
brace it. 1 hus the Romans decided with their friends; and left their 
fcruples, jcaloufies, and pundilios, to employ them agaioft their 
enemies. — Shall Britain, more generous to her enemies, be colder, 
more diftruilful, fonder of exceptions againft herfelf, than they 
againft their word rivals ? could vidory give us more than what vv t 
may have without? the riches, the llrength of America, whenever 
our neceflities require it : not by force, but chearfully and of their 
freewill? for what Ifocrates fays of a good king, is univerfally and 
experimentally true in all governments which have the art of making 
themfelves beloved — an art eafy to all, and familiar to Great Britain* 
they may reckon the property of all their fubjeds as their own pri- 
vate property — much furer than if drained into their cuftom-houfe, 
or clofe confined in their treafury. The fpirics, the indullry, the 
love of a free and happy people a:e riches which cannot fail, nor eafily 
corrupt us by their increafc. And if we deferve of the favour of Pro- 
vidence. that he lead us to peace and reconciliation by fo eafy Heps, 
the prefent concuflion of this mighty empire may foon fettle to A 
tranquillity glorious, permanent, perfed, with proCnife to continue 
even to the end of time.” 

Art, 14, A Jhort Hint % addrefled to the Candid and Difpaf- 
fionate, on both Sides the Atlantic, 8vo. 6d. Almon. 1775# 
This performance appears to be as the Author acknowledges* 

• not the effect of a deep elaborate courfe of thinking, but on the con- 
trary, the refult of a young imagination.’ It recapitulates fome of 
the circumftances attending the prefent American difpute ; and after 
occafiooaily blaming the condud of both parties, it concludes with 
the following exhortation : — '* In God’s name then let the ablefi men 
of both countries join in the purfuit of the great object of reforma- 
tion ; let party for once at leait give way to public good ; if the 
Americans, cooly deliberating, can produce any real grievances 
under which they labour, let them be remedied. Should a (late of 
total independence prove at laft their objed, (which I flatter myfelf 
it is not) I know no remedy: give them up. But if they wi(h no 
more than a more eafy dependence on the mother-country, indulge 
them with it ; the more eafy their fituntion, the more beneficial m jft 
they be to Great Britain. Let the great end to which both parties 
would contribute be this : fo to ciiabli fn their mutual compnd, that 
from henceforth they may truly beconfidered as fellow fubjeds of one 
great, mighty, and free empire ; that an eafy, affedionate depen* 
dence on the one hand, and a mild and conftitutionai authority on 
Rev. Dec* 177 s* Mm the 
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the other, may never be liable to fall into the fatal extremes of 
arc by or riffpotiffn.” 

We do not, however, perceive the motive or propriety of inritUog 
this Pamphlet 4 ajbort Hint* 

Art. 15 . A Letter to the Rev. Mr. John Wefley ; on his € Calm 
Addreft ' to the American Colonies : wherein is (hewn that his Ar- 
guments are inconclufive, his Principles arbitrary, and that hfs 
Affertiont are without Foundation. By a Lover of Troth, and the 
Britifh Conftitution. i2mo. 16 Pages. Printed at Manchefter. 
The fpecious tenour of Mr. Wefley ’s Calm Addreft , the alarming ten- 
dency of fome of his pofitions, and the extraordinary zeal with which 
his performance hath been circulated, have provoked many public 
fpirtted Writers to animadvert upon it ; in order to fhew (with the 
judicious Author of this little trad) that Mr. W’s 44 arguments are 
inconclusive; that his principles are arbitrary; and that his 
ajjertions are without foundation.” — And thns fat, at leaft, 
Mr. Wefley’s pamphlet hath produced a good effed. It hath occ» 
fioned the very important points in difpute between Great Britain 
and her colonies to be difeufled in a plain and intelligible manner, 
fuitable to the undcrfUndings of common Readers ; fo that every 
one, even of moderate capacity, may now be enabled to form a com- 
petent judgment of the merits of this great national controverfy, — 
and this at a fmall expence of time and money •. The prefcnt Au- 
thor hath thrown out a number of good remarks, which have efcaped 
the reft of Mr. Wefley’s opponents ; and he writes with the air of a 
man who hath nothing in view but to aflert the true intereft of his 
country, and to maintain the rights of his fellow- fubjeds, in every 
' part of the Britifh empire. 

Political. 

Art. 16. The Principles of a real Whig \ contained in a Pre- 
face to the famous Hptoman’s Franco Gallia , written by the late 
Lord Molefworth ; and now reprinted at the requeft of Ae Lon- 
don Association. To which are added, their Refolutions, and 
a circular Letter. 8vo. 3d. Williams. 177;. 

The goo 4 fenfe, adlive fpirit, and invincible firmnefs, both in 
principle and condudt, of Lord Molefworth, have defenredly pro- 
cured him an high name among the great champions of Whigifm, 
who figured fo gloricefly about the time of the Revolution, and at 
the accetfion of the Houfe of Hanover. His tranflation of the F ranco* 
Gallia , is a valuable work ; and the preface to it is juflly confidered 
as an excellent defence of civil liberty. As to the motives to which 
it owes itsprefent republication, they need no other expofitioo from 
ns, than a tranfcriptpf the inscription, 44 To the proteflingPccrs 9 
the uncorrupted minority in the Houfe of Commons , the patriotic free- 
holders of Middlefex , the worthy livery of London , and to every true 
free Englijbman , in the Britijb empire , who is willing and ready to 
maintain a fteady oppofition to the introdudlion of Popery and 
Slavery into thefe realms, — the following principles and refolutions 
Of real Whics, are inferibed by the London Affociation.” 

• The little pamphlet now before us, is fold for one penny. 

% Thefe 
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•jPhofe who arc defirous of knowing the nature of this association. 
Arc referred to the Circular Letter, and the Resolutions 
publiftted with this edition of Lord Molefworth’s preface to the 
Franco Gallia : at the end of which is an advertifemCnt, purporting, 
that a new edition of his Lordlhip’s tranflation of Hotoman’s work, 
Will bepubllfhed in a few days. 

Novels and Memoirs. 

Art. 17. The Irijb Guardian ; a pathetic Story. By a Lady. 
i2ino. 4 vol. 10 s. Sewed. Johnfon. 1775. 

When a tale is prefaced with, •* I’ll tell you a dory that wjll make 
you die with laughing,” it generally happens, that the hearer is dis- 
appointed, and the narrator mortified. There is, perhaps, at lead, 
equal reafon, to fuppofe that the effe& will be the fame, when the 
relator ulhers in his tale of woe, with alluring you, that you will 
not be able to hear it without (bedding floods of tears. After fuch a 
preamble, either the hearer’s expectations will be raifed to fuch a 
height that it will be impoffible to anfwer them, or he will pat him* 
felt upon his guard, andfortify his heart agind the impreffions which 
the narrative is intended to produce. Had the prefent novel there- 
fore been the mod tender and piteous tale that was ever related ; had 
it been filled with nothing elfe but “ moving accidents, and molt 
difailrous chances it would have been much better that the fair 
author diould have dolen upon her Readers feelings, and “ beguiled 
them of their tears,” than that (he Ihould have founded the alarm, 
by calling upon them to draw their handkerchiefs from their pockets, 
and prepare to bear a pathetic fory. But, in truth, the Irifli Guar- 
dian has little claim to this character. The Writer does not fo much 
as attempt the pathetic, till (he is pretty far advanced in the third 
volume, and then only in the way of epifode. The main dory hat 
little in it to dir the padions, till it approaches near the catadrophe.- 
In the lad volume (as well as in the epifode), there are indeed a few 
touches of nature, which (how the Writer’s fendbifity, and may per- 
haps awaken that of the Reader. But the general druChire of the 
ftory, and the cad of writing, which prevails through the work, are 
of a very different kind. Sometimes we find the unadorned andun- 
impailioned narrative of the traveller ; fometimes the Author takes 
up the poet's pencil, and paints the beautiful or romantic feenes of 
nature in not unpleafmg colours ; fometimes (he a Humes the gravity 
of the philofopher and moralid, and makes juft obfervations and life- 
ful rebellions ; and here and there the tale is enlivened with agree- 
able drokes of humour. But the narrative is notfufficiently uniform and 
connected ; the characters are not delineated with adequate drength; 
nor are the incidents fufficiently driking, to produce any great effect 
upon the Reader’s feelings. If therefore the work be allowed the 
merit of an agreeable mifcellany, or an entertaining novel, it mull 
by no means, claim that of a pathetic dory. 

Art. 1 8. The Benevolent Man j or, the Hiftory of Mr. Belville ; 
in which is introduced, the remarkable Adventures of Captain 
Maclean, the Hermit. i2mo. 2 vol. 5 a, Sewed. Lewis. 
Many of our modern novel-writers endeavour to perfoade thera- 
fclvei and their Readers, that a natural dory, and a good moral, are 
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the only ingredients eflential to this fpecies of writing. To feaidt 
for new characters, to inveot uncommon incidents, to explore the 
hidden receffes of the heart, and to unfold and difplay the endleft 
varieties of tafte, humours, and pafUons, which appear among man- 
kind, — thefe are Herculean labours, too vaft for their feeble powers 
to fuftain. They therefore fatisfy t hem fe Ives with condo&ing a num- 
ber of common and well-known characters, through a {cries of inci- 
dents, fuch as daily occur in life; intcrfperfing a few trite moral 
fentences through the work ; and bringing the tale at 1 aft to a happy 
iffue, for the encouragement of virtue. Thofe Readers who, in con- 
defcenfion to the prefent race of Novelifts, have brought down thefr 
tafte to this ftandard, may pollibly bear with the benevolent men; 
but even among this ciafs of Readers, he will, we apprehend, find 
few admirers. 

Mechanics, &c. 

Art. 19. Abftraft on the Mecbantfm * of the Motions of FUating 
Bodies . By M. de La Croix , Commiffary General of the Marines, 
Sec. Tranflated from the French, and publilhed by Adxdrd 
Knonvks, and now reprinted. 4to. 2 s. Robfon. 1775* 

The advertifement of the Tranflater and Publilher, whole know- 
ledge and experience in thefe matters, render him a very compe- 
tent judge, will be a fufficient account of this pamphlet. “ This 
little treatife contains more knowledge in the art of (hip building 
than any book hitherto publilhed that I have met with : the prin- 
ciples the Author proceeds upon are juft and true ; 1 have verified 
them by a number of experiments, and they agree exaftly with the 
calculations he gives : but what proved moft fatisfa&ory to me, was 
their anfwering perfectly well when put intopraClice, in feveral line 
of battle (hips and frigates that I built whitft 1 was in Ruflia." 
Husbandry, &c. 

Art. 20. Agriculture delineated \ or, the Farmer's Complete 
Guide; being a Treatife on Lands. in general: (hewing the beft 
Methods of cultivating and improving the different Soils, for the 
. Railing of Wheat, Barley, Oats, Peafe, Beans, Vetches, Len- 
tils, Turneps, Sec. Sec . — Alfo, Remarks on the Management of 
natural and artificial Graffes ; and Directions (or Plowing, Sowing, 

. Manuring, Sec. according to the new and old Hufbandry. With 
Companions made from experimental Obfervations. By Goftavns 
Harrifon, efq; 8vo. 5 s. Boards. Wilkie. 1775. 

' To fum np the* principles of agriculture in a (hort compafs, yet 
fb as that nothing material might be omitted ; and to lay down plain 
and fimple roles for the hufbandman to go by, are the [declared) in- 
tentions of the Author of this work/ — who (eems to have executed hit 
talk in fucb a manner, as to be of confiderable ufe to the pra&kal 
farmer, who may have neither time to perufe, nor money to pur- 
chafe the many different voluminous books that have of late years 
appeared, upon this intereiling fubjeft. — Of the moft noted of thefe 
various publications, (foreign as well as domeftic) the prefent trea* ■■ 
tife contains a kind of abftraft, or abridgement: but as very little 
new matter is here brought to light, we (hall only refer to its copious 
title-page, for a detail of the particulars, to be met with in this 
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conclfe, though comprehenfive, fyflem of agricultnre; which, upon 
the whole. Teems to merit the attention of the Public, as an ufeful 
Remembrancer, at lead, to thofe who wilh to become acquainted 
with the refujt of a great number of experiments* chiefly extracted 
from former writers. 

Poetical. 

Art. 21. A Mifullany of Poems . By the Rev. Jofeph Wife, 
Re&or of Penhurft, SuflTex. 8vo. 3 s. fewed. Duly. 1775. 
This Poet's account of his misfortune in climbing a walnut tree, 
may properly enough be applied to his ascending Parnaflus: 

* The Poet to compleat her overthrow •, 

Climb’d up, and bound with rope her leafy boughs : 

Ah ! cruel Poet! jullly to thy woe ! 

For thou, in climbing, fore thy (bins did bruife.’ 
Dramatic. 

Art. 22. Girmaniwi a Tragedy. By a Gentleman of the 
Univerfity of Oxford 8vo. is. 6 d. Whitaker, 1775. 

In every refpedt beneath all criticifm. This Gentleman of the Uni - 
xjerfitj of Oxford (hould be fent back, to febool, and take his place in 
the potty form. 

Art. 23. Old City Manners ; a Comedy. Altered from the ori- 
ginal Eajhuard Hoe , written by Ben Jonfon, Chapman, and 
Marlton. By Mrs. Lennox. As it is performed at the Theatre 
Royal in Drury-Lane. 8vo. is. Becker. 1775. 

An adverti fement, prefixed to this piece, runs thus : * It is with 
great fatisfaftion that Mrs. Lennox, takes this opportunity to ac- 
knowledge her obligations to Mr. Garrick, for recommending to 
her, the Alteration of Eaftward Hoe, at)d for his very friendly affilt- 
ance throughout this comedy.’ 

For our parts, we fliould, 4 with more fatisfaltion, take this op- 
portunity of acknowledging our obligations to Mr. Garrick, had he 
recommended it to Mrs. Lennox, to make more alterations in Edft- 
nuard Hoe, and had he bellowed on her a larger Jbare of his very 
friendly afliftance throughout this comedy.’ 

There are, however, many happy flrokes of Old City Manners in 
the original drams of Jonfon, Chapman, and Mariton ; and we 
think it a piece much fitter for representation on Lord Mayor’s Day, 
than that loofe jumble of ribaldry. The London Cuckolds . This is in- 
finuated in Mr. Colman’s prologue ; but that prologue is not one of 
Mr. Colman’s happieft productions. 

Art. 24. Bon Ton ; or y High Life above Stairs ; a Comedy in 
Two Alts. As it is performed at the Theatre Royal in Drury- 
Lane. 8vo. 1 s. Becket. 1775. 

Ben Ten, according to the comment on it in this Comedy of Two 
Ads, may be tranflated Modern Manners , at the Wei End of the Town. 
The perfonages of high life are here ftript by the Paroaiftan beadle, 
and then tarred and feathered mod unmercifully. The charadters 
are indeed drawn with more Aren gth than delicacy; but Aage por- 
' traits, in order to be forcible, mu it, perhaps, of necefliry, be painted 
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in difemper. We are particularly pleafed with the old country ha* 
ronet, Sir John Trotley, and his bumkin fervant, Davy. The condnd 
of the fable alfo is managed with an addreft, peculiarly calculated 
to create fcenes likely to produce a theatrical effeft. Mr. Column’* 
prologue is accounted one of the happieft he ever produced. 

Art. 25. The Mans the Mafltr 5 a Comedy in Five Ads* A* 
now performed at the Theatre Royal in Covent Garden. Written 
)jy Sir William Davenant. 8vo. is. Evans. 1 775. 

One of the patents held by the managers of Qovent* Garden theatre 
was originally granted to Sir William Davenant. The p refit ot pro- 
prietors are likely to derive more profit from the perpetuity of his 
patent, than honour or advantage from the revival or his comedy 5 
which is a tranflation from the French, containing fome farcical 
filiations, but not fufficientjy interefting or humourous to entertain 
as a comedy. 

Art. a 6. Songs j Duets , Trios f in the Duenna ; er 9 Deublc Elepe- 
meat. As performed at the Theatre Royal in Coveot-Garden. 
8vo. 6d. Wilkie. 1775. 

We have not feen fo much humour and poetry in the (bugs of any 
comic opera fince the elegantly- written airs in tbi Capricious Liver* 
of the late unfortunate Robert Lloyd. The following is one of the 
few that have not already been publifhed in all the news-papers ; 

G L E E and C H O R U S. 

This bottle's the fun of our table. 

His beams are rofy wine; 

We — planets that are not able 
Without his help to fhine. 

Let mirth and'glee abound ! 

You'll foon grow bright 
With borrow’d light. 

And fhine as he goes round f 

We beg leave, however, to obferve to our young Poet, that in 
calling the bottle the fun of the table , and alluding to its geisrg round 
the table, his imagination overturns his philosophy. 

Art. 27. May- Day 5 or, the Little Gypfy: a Mufical Farce of 
One Ad. To which is added. The Theatrical Candidates ; a Mu- 
fical Prelude. As they are performed at the Theatre Royal ia 
Drury-Lane. 8vo. 1 s. Becket. 1775. 

Neither of thefe little pieces afpire to an eminent dafs in the 
drama ; yet neither of them are ill calculated to ferve the feveral 
purpofes for which they were profefTedly written : the firft, 4 to in- 
troduce to the theatre a young and inexperienced female, whofe fuc- 
cefs depended wholly on her tinging ;* the fecond, to open the 
theatrical campaign, and to recommend to the notice and favour of 
the Public the very elegant alterations and improvements lately made 
in the theatre. 

Natural History* 

Art. 28. The Vegetable Syftem , Vol. 26th and lafl. By Sir John 
Hill. Fol. Trueman, &c. 1775. 

This very voluminous work is now completed ; fee our former 
jjotice?, at different periods of it; publication. The adverrifement 
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-numbers its engraviogs at 1600 The price is 38 guinea* plain ; or 
a 60 guineas coloured. — When Kings print, they muft look higher • 
than to fubjeQs for purchafers. Yet the indudrious Author has af- 
ferted, in fome of the papers, that * few great libraries are now with- 
.QUt this work. 9 

Art. 29. Tbt Englijb Lepideptera : or, the Aurelian*s Pocket 
Companion : containing a Catalogue of upwards of four hundred 
Moths and Butterflies, the food of their refpe&ive Caterpillars, 
the time of changing into Chryfalis, and Appearance in the 
winged State : alio, the Places where they are ufually fonnd ; 
with a concife Defcription, Sec. By Mofes Harris, Author of tbi 
Jureliau , or Hiftory of Englifh Infeds. 8vo. 2 8. ' Robfon. 
1775 * 

To perfons .who have a tafte for applying to this branch of natu- 
ral hiftory, this book will no doubt be ufeful : the Author fays he 
ibund it fo neceflary, that he always carried a copy of it in his 
•pocket ; ever fince he began to colied the different fpecies of the 
Lepidoptera : it is now* we are told, fo reviled and properly ar- 
ranged, that it is truly a compendium and repofitory of his re- 
fearches for almoft thirty years diligent application. It is divided 
into eight columns : the firft contains a catalogue of the Englifh 
names of moths and butterflies, which are ranged in alphabetical 
•order for the more eafy finding any fubjed inquired for. The fe- 
cond (hews what the infeds feed upon in the caterpillar (late. The 
third, the times of the transformation into the Chryfalis. The 
fourth, the times when it appears in the winged ftate, and the 
length of time it has lain in Chryfalis. In the fifth is precifely fet 
down bow much the fly meafures, or expands,' from the tip of one 
wing to the tip of the other, in inches and parts of an inch. The 
fixtn points out the places Where the in feds ere commonly fonnd, 
in the winged ftate. The feventh is a fhort defcription of the upper 
fide of the wings, intended to aflift the memory of the Reader, end 
£h*t fie may the better dlftingoifh one from another. In the eighth 
column are the Linnaan names, with the number annexed to each 
infed as it is numerically placed in that author, in his twelfth edi- 
tion. The variety of nature is truly aftoniflring. We have 

here an account of 415 different fpecies of this tribe of infeds ! 

Cookery. 

Art. 30. The Lady s JJJiftant for regulating and fupplying htr Tablt 9 
being a complete Syftem of Cookery, See. Published from the 
MS. colledion of Mrs Sarah Mafon, a profejfed Hou/ekeeUr, who 
had upwards of thirty Years Experience in f' amilies ot the firft 
Fafhion. The Second Edition, correded, and confiderably en- 
larged. 8 vo. 6 s. Walter. 177s* 

In our 49th vol. p. 62, we recommended the firft edition of Mrs. 
Mafon’s work, which was publifhed without her name. In the ad- 
vertifement prefixed to this fecond edition, the Editor informs the 
Public, that the Tables, or Bills of fane, and Receipts, are reviled and 
correded ; and that a full , JeleQ , and ufeful colledion of receipts. 
See. is now added : ‘ which makes the Lady’s Assistant by Mrs. 
Mafon, she moft complete book of cookery hitherto extant* 9 — As ht 
as w can pretend to judge, all this is very true* 
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Law. 

• Art. 31. A Collision of Interrogatories for the Examination of 
Witnefles in Courts of Equity, as fettled b y the moft eminent 
Counfel. By an old Solicitor. 8vo. 4 s. Kearfley. 

Befide the obvious remark, that an anonymous colle&ion of in- 
terrogatories framed generally, differs materially from authenti- 
cated reports of a&ual cafes ; the writer has fuggefted an objection 
to his work, which is not eafily obviated. He fays ‘it may poffibly 
be objected, that the proofs in every caofe mod be adapted to iti 
own particular circumstances, and that therefore there is no occafion 
for precedents of interrogatories.’ His anfwer to this, that ‘ they 
take in many of the cafes that generally happen,’ and will fave * a 
great deal of time and trouble in pointing out the proper queftions/ 
does not apply clofely to the objection : there being fcarcely two 
Caufet exactly the fame in all circumflanees, and a diftin&ion appa- 
rently (mail, may make a material alteration in the merits. Hence 
it is apprehended that a diligent attendance in court affords the belt 
opportunity of acquiring a proper addrefs in the inveftigarioo of 
. proof?. 

Art. 32# An Addrefs to the Public : fetting forth, among other 
Things, A Cafe of unlawful Imfrifonment ; and Introductory to an 
Rjfay which will (hortly be publifhed, intitled, * Thoughts on the 
feveral Regulations neceflary to the Appointment of an Advocate 
General*' 4to. 1 s. Bew. 

Mr. Mawhood, of Poland Street, (whofe appeals to the Public, 
Ogainff the tyranny and opprelSon of the lawyers, have been f no- 
ticed in former Reviews) here fets forth the hardfhips and injurious 
treatment to which clients are fometimes expofed, with refpeCt to the 
Taxation of Attornits and Solicitors Rills . — This gentleman (eems 
fated to wage perpetual war with a wafp’s neft ; but as he appears 
to be a&oated by a laudable regard to the Public, as well as by a 
due confederation of his own private-fufferings, we hope he will, in 
the eod, efcape without being flung to death by thefe vindictive 
animals. 

Miscellaneous. 

Art. 33, Remarks on the critical Parts of a Pamphlet , lately 
publijbtiy intitled , “ Letters to the Rev. Dr. Benjamin Kennicott. 
By Mr. L'Abbe Hebrew ProfefTor in the Univerfity of 
By Qeorge Sheldon, M. A. Vicar of Edwardlloo, Suffolk; and 
formerly of Trinity College, Cambridge. 8vo. is. 6d. CadelL 
■ 775 - 

Four things are propofed by this Writer : I. To fhew the utility of 
Dr Kennicott’s work, and anfwer the Abbe’s objections. II. To 
confute the charge upon the Doltor, of an attempt to corrupt the 
feriptores. III. To vindicate the Doctor's various readings in his 
two diflertations. IV* To demonftrate the Abbe’s fuperficial know- 
ledge in the Hebrew langnage, and expofe his falfe and inconclofive 
reaionings. We think that Mr. Sheldon appears to have much the 
.advantage, and that he proves Mr. L’Abbe to have treated 
Dr. Kennicott very unfairly. Candid perfons will join with this 
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Writer, in cenfuriag the virulent and illiberal fpirit which the letters 
too ranch difcover, and will likewife nnite with him in acknow- 
ledging that there are in them fome ingenious paflages. 

Amidft the con teds of the learned, on the fubjed of this celebrated 
collation, it is a great fatisfadion to know, that ‘ there are no vari- 
ations or errors in the prefen t Hebrew text, which, affied the faith 
and pradice of Chriftians.’ We apprehend, that though the various 
readings, which have been colleded with uncommon affiduity, have 
fwelled to an enormous bulk, thofe which are really material, or 
likely to prove uiefu), would form but a fmall volume. 

Art. 34. Nug* Antiqum \ being a roifcelianeous Colled ion of 
original Papers, in Profe and Verfe. Written in the Reigns of 
Henry VIII, Queen Mary, Elizabeth, James, &c. By Sir John 
Harrington, the Tranflator of Ariofto, and others, who lived ia 
thofe times. Seleded from authentic Remains, by Henry Har- 
rington, junior ; A. B. of Queen’s College, Oxon. i2mo. 3 s. 
Sewed. Robinfon, Sec. 1775. 

In our 42d vol. p. 52 et feq y we gave an account of the firft volume 
of this colledion ; which contained a confidence number of curious, 
and fome valuable papers, feleded from the remains of a man who 
was held in high eftimation among the wits and geniufes of his age. 
This fccond volume contains alfo a variety of pieces Chat are well 
worth preferving; but we think the Editor has not been fuffictently 
nice and fcrupulous in his choice. That a paper was written an 
hundred, or two hundred years ago, is not, furely, a fufficient claim 
to the honours of the prefs : our own times produce us trifles enough* 
Art. 35. An exaSt Relation of the famous Earthquake and 
Eruption of Mount AZtna, or Mont- Gi hello, A. D. 1669, C5 r. & c. 
T 9 which is added , a genuine Letter , written to a late noble Peer , 
furpofing to deferihe the laft great Eruption , as well as a Journey to 
the very Summit of Mount jEtna , in the Year 1767. 1 2mo t is* 

6d. Wilkie. 1775. 

It will be fufficient to obferve of this compilation, that it confide 
of a letter from the Earl of Winchefter to Charles II. deferibing the 
great eruption of Mount i£tna, in 1669 ; together with a morecir- 
cum&antial narrative of the fame event, republiffied from a fcarce 
pamphlet. To thefe is added, an original letter, figned W. B. E* 
addrefled to the late Lord Lyttelton ; the Author of which exerts all 
the powers of his pen, which is fomewhat too luxuriant even for fo 
great an occafion, in deferibing the lad remarkable eruption of that 
mountain. 

Art. 36. Annals of Gaming 5 or, the Fair Player’s Sure Guide. 
Containing original Treatifes on Whift, Hazard, Tennis, Lanf- 
quenet, Picquet, Billiards, Loo, Quadrille, Lottery, Back-Gam? 
xnon, &c. To which are fubjoined, all the Operations. Legerde- 
mains, Tricks, Shuffles, Cuts, or any poliible indirect Means that 
can be introduced at thofe Games. By a Connoiflcur. 12010. 
2 s. 6 d. Allen. 

Thefe original treatifes are confefled to have been colleded from a 
magazine; but why they fhould be called Annals of Gaming, is not 
$afy to {lifcover, unjefs from the note below the title, which informs 
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»s t they are * to he continued anxuaUy' Whether a new edition ftp 
intended for every year, or avbat is intended, mod be left for tine to 
unfold : but neither the fubjed, nor the manner of executing it, mill 
probably require the fulfilment of this promife ; for merely to tell as, | 
that (harpers will cheat at ail games, by arts hardly poffibly to be dew 
ceded, affords little fecurity to thofe who frequent fuch company.— | 
The fare guide for the fair player, is never to play with ftrangers ; 
and not even with friends, for fuch Aims as cxpofe people to the 
temptation of forming mean defigns on the pockets of their com- 
panions, or to an anxiety for their own. The money flaked ought 
ao be cooiidered in no other light than as mere counters, to reckon 
up the games won or loff ; and for this innocent purpofe, the fmalleft 
denominations of coin are fufHciently valuable : for if the money it- 
felf becomes an objed of attention, what was originally intended as 
a fecial pafttme % becomes a fordid bufinefs. 

Art. 37. The Hijlorical Mirror j or, Biographical Mifcellany, 
for the Inftrudion and Entertainment of Youth. In which are ex* 
hibited the moft ftriking Sentiments and^ Examples upon thole 
Branches of Duty, im which they are particularly interefted, dec, 
i2mo. 3 «. Bew. 

One of thofe moral kinds of ftory-books, that the Trade are never 
. without motives for furnilhing the Public with ; and which may, at 
anv time, be varioufly fabricated to fuit the views of the refpedive 
publilhers. It were to be wilhed, they would always confine their 
ichemes within fuch chaffe limits ; but when bufinefs is the foie ob- 
jed, ad utmmone paratus f all takes are to be fuited to that end. 

Art. 38. Toe Campaign ; or, the Birmingham theatrical War, 

See. i2mo. is, Baldwin. 1775* 

Draws the charaders of the performers at the two rival play-hoofes 
Birmingham, where there was much theatrical contention laft year. 
There is fomething like humour in this pamphlet ; bat it is Bir- 
mingbam, and will not endure the Affay. 

Art. 39. A Memoir , entitled, “ Drainage and Navigation 
but one united Work ; and an Outfall to deep Water, the firii and 
nccefiary Step to it.” Add re fled to the Corporations of Dyuae 
Regis and Bedford Level. By T. Pownall, Efq; M. P. 8vo. 1 a, 
Almon, See. 1779. 

From a view of the errors and ill fuccefs of partial remedies, on 
miftaken principles, Mr. Pownall, who appears to have ffodied the 
fubjed of drainage with no ordinary degree of attention, recommends 
a more enlarged fcheme of carrying off waters from a flat country % 
taking the operations of nature for our guide, inflead of perfxfltng 
obffinately in theories which only terminate in dearly bought dis- 
appointments. It is therefore hoped, the fyflem he lays down will 
meet with due coniideration. 

Religious and Controversial. 

Art. 40. A Dijferiation on the Demoniacs of the Gofpels . 8vo. 
is. Rivington. 1 775. 

The prelent Diflertation, we are told, is one of many, which in 
due time may fee the light. It was thought proper to Angle this 
from the reft, and to print it at this time, ana in^this manner. 
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Tome things having lately been publifhed contrary to the do&rine 
herein contained, and contrary (as it is conceived) u> the truth of 
the gofpel. 

Our Author’s firft inquiry is, what kind of Beings the Demins 
mentioned in the New Teftament were, and confequently whether 
the word is rightly tran Hated Devils. Here he determines, from 
Plato, and the bed authorities, that demons, according to the theo- 
logy of the Gentiles, were middle powers between the fovereiga 
gods and mortal men ; that thefe demons were regarded as me- 
diators and agents between the gods and men ; that of thefe de- 
mons there were accounted two kinds ; that ’one kind of demofta 
were the fouls of men deified or canonized after death, and that 
the other kind of demons were fuch as had never been the fouls 
of men, nor ever dwelt in mortal bodies. But the right notioa 
of demons is to be drawn, not from the clafiics, but from the 
fcriptures, which are the foarce and ftandard of all true demono- 
logy, as well as of all true theology. Our learned Writer conti- 
ders, therefore, a number of cafes in the New Teftament, from 
which he thinks it evident, that the wicked and unclean fpirits, the 
demons send the prince or chief of tbs demons there defcribed, are not the 
fouls of men or women deceafed, but are really and truly the Devil 
find his angels ; and confequently that the word demons is juftly and 
properly tranflated devils, efpecially throughout the Gofpel s. 

Having feen what kind of beings thefe demons are, the Author 
next inquires what forts of diftempers were ufually attributed to their 
influence and operation ; and then pafTes on to the great queftion, 
$nd the moft difficult to be refolved, whether thefe kinds of difeafes 
were any ways owingto evil fpirits, or may be deduced altogether 
from natural caufes. That they were owing to evil fpirits, is ftrongly 
contended for by our Inquirer; after which he proceeds, in the laft 
place, to take a nearer view of the demoniacs in the Gofpels. The 
refult of his examination is, that the demoniacs were actuated and 
afiti&ed by evil fpirits. 

The DifTertation before us is written with perfpicuity, learning# 
and candour. But we think that the Author hath afcribed a degree 
of power and influence to invifible beings, which is by no meant 
confident with found philofophy, or with the genuine di&ates of re- 
velation. After having delivered our fontiments fo lately on the 
fubjelt, it is not neceifary for us to fay, that we are for from ad~ 
mitting the do&rine maintained in this publication. However, the 
prefent Writer will, we doubt not, have the fatisfa&ion of being ap- 
proved by many, on whofe approbation he may fet the higheft value. 
Art. 41. Irenicum ; or, the Importance of Unity in tbs Church of 

Chrift confidered , and applied towards the Healing of ear unhappy 

Differences and Divifions. 8vo. 2 s. Rivington. 1775. 

We readily admit with the Author •, that a difcwfe on this 
fubjeft is never unfeafonable, nor efpedally at this time; but 
we are farther of opinion, that there is little profpeQ of accom- 
modating the differences which have unhappily prevailed in the 


• Dr. Worthington, Vicar of Rhaider, and the Author of the 
Scripture Theory of the Earth 4nd Sea. See Review, vol. 49. p. 444* 
v f Chriftia* 
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ChrifUan church, without mutual conceffions- The title of thi« 
pamphlet led us to expert, that the Author, in his great zeal for rc- 
.1 florin g and eftabliihing unity among Chridians, would have propofed 
fome conciliatory plan, and recommended a furienderin iome points 
to thofe who are in poflcffion of ecclefiaftical authority and emolu- 
ments, whild he requires fubmiihon in other particulars from thofe 
who are diflfatisfied. But how were we difappointed, when every foe- 
Ceffive page only prefented us with arguments in fupport of a power, 
which, at all events, mud be maintained facred and inviolable, and 
with a defign rather to filence than to fatisfy objedors ! The argu- 
ments indeed have been often urged to much greater advantage by 
others, and they have been as often anfwerea : and yet we remain 
juft where we were fome centuries ago ; and here the Author widies 
us to continue. He frequently expre/Tes his furprife, that any fhould 
be fo daring as to propofe any material alterations : he revives the 
cant of edentiais and fundamentals, and very fairly deals about him 
the harmlefs terrors of Schifm ; at which, however tinfal it may ap- 
pear in his edimation, and iu the particulars to which he applies it, 
no liberal and inquidtive mind will now tremble. The petitioning 
Clergy, and the petitioning Didenters will, we are perfoaded, feel 
no alarm from his groundlefs apprehendons and impotent threaten- 
ings: nor will they think themfelves at all obliged, by hisajFe&atiQoof 
lenity and tendernefs. ‘Thelate druggies, fays the Author, which have 
been made to throw off all connexion with the national church, with- 
out any drm bond of union among the Authors of them, too plainly 
ihew, what fpirit they are of; and that they are more difpofed to fly 
from, than to draw towards, any common center ; whereby they be- 
come enemies to the crofs of Chrijt % and militate againd Chridianity it- 
felf.’ This is only a dngle fpecimen of the fpirit which the Iremcm 
difeovers. Let none of our Readers, however, conclude, from what 
has been advanced, that the Author makes no concedions : he ac- 
knowledges, * that the liturgy may be improved, by the change of 
Obfolete words, phrafes, and cudoms, by iome more fubftantial al- 
terations iu its fervice — by the addition, perhaps, of fome occafional 
o£ccs — and by the better adjuding of fome circumdantials of external 
fOrder.’ He exprefies, likewife, his wifti for a new trandation of the 
$ible, and for a revifal and reinforcement of the ecdefiaftical laws 
juid canons ; if this is all the reformation which is to be dedred, the 
old trandation and dormant canons will ferve our turn as well* 

Art 42. Plain and offefiionate Difcour/es on the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper # By the Rev. James ibbetfon, D. D. Re&or of 
Bufltey in Hertfordlhire, See. Sec. 8vo. 5 s* Bound. Printed 
by W # Richardfon, and fold by Brown. 177 5. 

Tbi* collodion contains dx difeourfes ; in the fird of which we have 
? concife account of the nature and dedgn of the Lord’s Supper* as 
4 Scripture ordinance : in the following difeourfes, our Author ex- 
plains, vindicates, and recommends the method of adminidrarion 
enjoined and pra&ifed in our edablifhed church. 4 We want, fays 
he, r.o other guide or afhdant, than this grave, didindl, fendble, 
and devout order (in our Prayer books) for the adminidration of this 
holy facrament.’ Objections, however, have been urged againd this 
mode of adminidration, which, notwithdanding all that is here ad- 
vanced, 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



Monthly Catalogue, Religions , (sto 515 

▼anted, ftill remain unanfwered. It is a clear cafe, that the qualifU 
cations of communicants, required in the rubrics and canons of the 
churchy and which the minifter is dire&ed to regard, cannot be univer- 
fally adhered to without danger ; and the inftance which Dr.lbbetfon 
alledges, without any fatisfatiory vindication of it, is full to our pur- 
pofe* * Since all perfons, before they are admitted to any office, are 
obliged to receive the ftcrament, as a qualification ; with what 
propriety and effe&, it is needlefs to fay ; is the minifter obliged to 
admit every fuch perfon as offers ? I think, it is mod highly expedi- 
ent fo to do: — there is a referve in cafes of neceffity, and in forte of 
conveniency too* Such a large difcretionary power as is implied in 
the refufal, might be hurtful to a body of men, who are moft ob- 
noxious to the injuries and provocations of their wicked and defigning 
neighbours, in thefe days orf univerfal licentioufnefs/ 

The declaration of faith in the Nicene cTeed which the Rubric en- 
joins, is a very needlefs incumbrance on this inftitution ; nor will 
the latitude, with which our Author fuppofes this declaration may be 
made, juftify the impofition and life of it, 4 Always remember, 
fays he, fo to underftand all phrafes of human conception, as, to mean 
neither more nor lefs, than is implied in the fcripture expreffions.* 

His account of the form of absolution fee ms to afcribe fome autho- 
rity and power to the pried who pronounces it, which the fcriptures no 
where warrant. * Abfolution, in the judgment of our church, doer 
not produce any certain effeft, nor is it neceffary to the forgivenefs 
r and falvation of the penitent:’ — Neverthelefs, 4 when he does by vir- 
tue of the power committed unto him, declare and pronounce fuch 
abfolution regularly in the congregation, they who do truly and, 
earneftly repent of their fins, have moft afiuredly their pardon con- 
veyed to them thereby * 

In vindication of the practice of kneeling at this ordinance, he 
obferves, that in itfelfit is indifferent, but the neceffity of it arifes 
folely from the power that has enabled it : and he adds, 4 it is a ftrange 
pofition, that it is not lawful to impofe things indifferent ; it ftrikes 
at all authority, both in church ana ftate ; fince they feem to be the 
only matters in which human authority can interpofe, and which may 
at any time, when it (hall be thought expedient, be left as indifferent 
in their pra&ice as they are in their nature. 9 How far this reafoning 
may extend, and how dangerous it would be to admit it in every 
cafe that may occur, we need not fay. Had we been a part of our 
Preacher’s auditory, when the difeourfes were delivered, his reafon- 
ing would by no means have refolved our fcroples, whatever benefit 
we might have derived from the plahsnefs and affcQien of his general 
addrefs. 

Art. 43. Remarks upon the Remarker , on a late Publication *, 
by a Layman. In which is clearly (hewn the Inefficiency of the 
Remarker’s Arguments to overthrow the Dottrine of the one God- 
head, or Divinity of the Father and the Son. By the Rev. Jofeph 
Fi (her, of Dr ax, in Yorkfhire. 8vo. is. 6d. NicoIL 1775. 
Few things can be more difagreeable than the progrefs of a contro- 
▼erfy through its anfwers, replies, and rejoinders. In fuch a cafe, it 

# See the Review for July laft, p. $9. 
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tofu ally dofcends to verbal altercation*, anddifguftful repetitions, Haixf 
is tbe talk of Reviewers, who are obliged to drudge through every pub- 
lication which thefpirit of contention produces! 

This, however, is a duty which we owe to the Public; and unlei* 
we had difchargtd it with regard to the prefent trad, we could not 
have been able to inform our Readers, that it contains nothing 
worthy of attention ; or, at lead, nothing but what has been often 
repeated, and repeatedly anfwered. 

Art. 44. Critica facra txamintd ; or, an Attempt to (how that 
a new Method may be found to reconcile the feemingly glaring Va- 
riations in parallel Parages of Scripture ; and that uich Varia- 
tions are no Proofs of Corruptions, Sec, By Mr. Raphael Barub. 
8vo. q s. fewed. Hay. 1775. 

Mr. Barub appears fearful, left the corre&ion of tbe (acred text, 
by the afiiftance of various readings, (hould be ventured on with a 
temerity that might render feripture truth uncertain, or introduce 
miftaken reprefen tations. He apprehends, that the variations which 
are found, by comparing correfpondentpaflages of feripture, maybe 
reconciled without having recourfe to a number of copies and mami- 
feripts. To fupport his opinion, he confines himfelf in this volume 
to the collations relative to the Book of Chronicles, as pointed out 
by the Author of Critica facra . He (hews in a pretty fatisfaftory 
manner, that thefe pi flag es, feveral of them at leaft, may be recon- 
ciled ; and that it is probable, the Writer of the Books of Chronicles 
had it in view to illuftrate or corred fome paflages in other parts df 
the Old Teftament. But why (hould he fpeak of this as a new met bed? 
Since nothing can be more natural than a careful companion of cor- 
refpondent paflages, that by diligent inveftigation the truth maybe 
produced. Mr. Barub farther fays, in cafe the prefent attempt meets 
with encouragement, ‘ 1 pledge tnjfelf to undertake the laborious talk 
of reconciling all the material variations in the collations of other 
parts of feripture. 9 

Art. 45. Some Memoir s of the Life of John Glover , late of 
Norwich, U c. To which is added, a Sermon, preached on the 
Occafion of his Death. i2mo. is. Hawes, near Spital- (quart. 
John Glover, a poor, forrowful, whining Methodift, weak in body, 
and not over-llrong in mind, as his own account of himfelf fufficiently 
(hews, here tells us, that he gave up bis little buiinefs, becaufe it af- 
feded his thoughts and attention, and unfitted him for fplritual 
things. People who thus unfit themfelves for ading their part in the 
pradical duties of this world, or who find out a way of living at an 
eafierrate,ufually dream away life in (piritual contemplations, praying, 
and expounding the word, and writing their experience 5 all which, 
no doubt, is very edifying for the Brotherhood of Moorfields to me- 
ditate and figh over,— and, then — take up their learned pens to da 
tbe Hie • 

Art. 46. Sermons to Trade/men, By Thomas Toller. The 
ad Edition # . 8vo. is. Buckland, 6 cc. 1775. 

Wa mention this edition of thefe two fermons, purely for the fake of 
communicating to our Readers the Author’s name ; which did n<?c 

9 For our account of the fir ft Edition, fee Review, vol. 47. p. 330. 
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appear with the former ii^preffioD^ We are always glad to fee fo 
mq<^ attention paid to the publication of pulpit difcoorfes, as to call 
for new editions ; bat all palpit difcoarfes have not the merit of thefe 
rnfefnl and not inelegant Sermons to Tradefmen. 

Art. 47. Confiderations fpr tbeXJ/o of young Men % and the Pa- 
rents of young Men* i2ino. 2d. Jobnfon. 

Thefe considerations relate to that vice into which, of all others* 
young men are mod apt to fall,*— the irregular and unlawful gratifi- 
cati <3p of an amorous difpofition. It is a fubjed of high importance 
to the happtnefs of the human fpecies ; and it is, accordingly, treated, 
by the Author of this very ferious and very fen Able trad, in a man- 
ner that deferves not only the utmoft attention of youth, bat of all 
parents and guardians. 

A notion has, of late, much prevailed, “ that little inconvenience 
arifes to young men, or to the fodety, from Jimple fornication ; and 
therefore that, if it be a vice at all, it is one of the lowed kind, and 
fuch as may be indulged to youth, in order to prevent the greater 
evil of improper engagements for life.” 

To counterwork the pernicious tendency of this falfe maxim, ap- 
pears to have been the main part of our confklerer’s view ; and he 
clearly (hews, from reafon, philofophy and religion, that fornica- 
tion, as well as adultery, indeed of promoting either the true plea- 
fore, or the true intereft of mankind, in all relations of life, (but cf- 
pccially in thofe which are mod honourable, and mod to be ded red) 
are, in the highed degree, unfriendly and deftru&ive to both. 

This is an excellent little pamphlet ; and it deferves to be univer- 
sally circulated, for the benefit of the riling generation. Its Author 
is Dr. Pricflley ; to whom the Public is indebted for a number of 
iinall tra&s, on moral and religious fubje&s ; and which areiet at a 
(mail price, that the commonalty, and the poor, who are Seldom 
duly confidered by the Authors or proprietors ,of good books, may 
reap the advantage intended them by thefe publications. 

& The confiderations before us, have been publifhed forae time, 
but happened to efcape our notice ; as have one or two other ano- 
nymous pieces, by the fame Author : thefe will, however, if copies of 
them are yet to be procured, be mentioned in our next. 

S E R M O N S. 

I, Tbe unalterable Nature of Vice and Virtue.— -Preached at St James 9 !, 

Wedminder, April 4th, 1775. By Peter Peckard, A. M. Svo. 

6d. Payne. 1775. 

This fenflble and well written difeourfe is chiefly dire&ed again d 
the letters of the late Lord Chederfield, though his Lordfhip is not 
mentioned. It is obferved that the name and reputation of that 
Author has given too powerful a fan&ion to his do&rine* ; and 
that the lively elegance of great part of the performance has pro- 
cured them too favourable a reception. Mr. Peckard informs us, 
that having been appointed, for a time, to fupply at St. James’s 
church, he thought himfelf poflefled of a proper opportunity to 
point out the bad principles of that celebrated book, and to 
lbew the pernicious tendency of the Author's licentious opinions. 
Some one of th? audience appears to have beeo difgufted with this 

laudable 
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laudable attempt, and carried his unjoft reientment ft far at te 
publifh reprehenfions of this difcourfe in one of the daily paper* 
Others of the heaters were of a different mind ; and defired that 
the difcourre itfelf, thns po Widely centered, might alfo he made 
public. In compliance with this requeft it is now primed, and we 
cannot doubt of its finding a very favourable reception from every 
unprejudiced and attentive reader. Mr. Peckard exprefib the la- 
tisfadion he receives from the proof hereby given that many of 
the moft refpedable parifhioners in St. James’s, unio&uenqgd by 
faflrionsble prejudices, are the friends of truth and virtue. No- 
thing appears to os more important to the interefts of fodety 
than to overthrow that fyftem of hypocrify and deceit which the 
above-mentioned entertaining compoiitions tend to eftablifh. 

II. Preached before the Right Hon. John Wilkes, Efq; Lord-Mayor, 

the Court of Aldermen, the Livery, Sec. of London, at St. Lau- 
rence Jewry, Sept. 29, 1775. firing the Anniverfary of the 

Ele&ion of a Mayor. By Jofeph Williamfon, A. M. Vicar of St. 
Dunftan in the Well, and Chaplain to the Lord-Mayor. 410. 1 s. 
Williams. 

A moft commendable exhortation to candour and Chriftian cha- 
rity, in party-matters. The Preacher (hews at once his moderation, 
his good fenfe, and bis urbanity, in this City fermon, which, for 
elegance of compofition, would not difgrace a chapel-royal. He 
has paid Mr. Wilkes a compliment on his diligence, a&ivity, and 
happy deportment, during his Mayoralty ; and this compliment is 
expreffed with a delicacy which was highly requifite on this occafion : 
where the point was, to give fatisfadion to many, and to offend 
none. 

III. Britijb Canfiitutiznal Libtriy —Preached at Broad Mead, Briftol, 
Nov. 5, 1775. By Caleb Evans. M. A. 8vo. 6d. Bock- 
land, &c« 

Explains the excellent nature of the Britifh conftitution, in a 
manner fuited to the apprehtnfions of people who are but little ac- 
quainted with the true principles of civil government in general, or 
with thoie of our own political fyftem in particular. Mr. Evans 
alfo vindicates the DiiTenters from an afperfion frequently caft oa 
them, of late, 44 as aiming at the fubverfion of the prefent govern- 
ment.^ 

This difeourfe, in favour of our civil and religious liberties, 
foe ms to have been particularly feafonable, at a time when Mr* 
Wefley ’sToryifm is making fo rapid a progrefs through the country, 
Mr. Evans is likewife Author of the fcnfible Letter to Mr.Wefley, 
in anfwer to his Calm Addrefs , mentioned in our Review for Odo* 
ber, p. 350. 

IV. At St. Matthew's, Bethnal Green, Nov. 12, 1775. By John 

Wefley, M. A. 8vo. 6d, Hawes. 

This was preached, and, we fuppofe, is published, for the benefit 
of the widows and orphans of the foldiers who lately fell near Bottoa 
in New- England. 

• # # An account of 44 Elements of Anatomy and the Animal Ot cozing,” 
will be given in our next. 
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Art. I. 

Nou*vtaux Memoir a, 13 c . — New Memoirs of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences and Belles Lettres of Berlin, for the Year 1771. Vol. 11 *. 
4to. Berlin printed by Fred. Vofs. 1773. 

History of the Academy. 

I N this Hiftory we find an account 6f feveral pieces which 
have been read in the Academy. In the clafi of Experi- 
mental Philosophy, M. Margraaf read a iflertation on a 
metallic mixture, which melts in boiling water to a degree 
that renders it as fluid as Mercury $ of which farther mention 
will be made. 

In the clafs of Natural Philosophy, the Academical Hif- 
torisn (M. Formey) gives us an account of the difcovery of the 
true nature of what the chemifts formerly called earth ofOmbria % 
and which bears at prefen t the name of earth of Cologn. Baron 
Hupfch, who lives at Cologn, has found this earth to be a fof- 
fil wood, changed into earth , or diffolved by mineral waters. 

In the clafs ^Mechanics, we have an account of feveral 
machines which have been prefented to the Academy, and the 
title of a treatife concerning dikes or mounds, that are raifed 
on the fides of rivers, by M. Bourdet, Infpeftor-General of 
Hydraulics to the King of Pruffia; who has joined to his trca- 
tifc a col left ion of rules relative to feveral fafcine works, &c. 

In the clafi of Metaphjfics mention is made of ProfefTor Do 
CaJlillorCs Obfervations on the book intitled, the Sy/lem of Nature 9 
which the Academy have declared, in tbeir rcgiftcrs, to be a 


* For our account of the' firft volume of thefe New Memoirs, fee 
Appendix to our laft volume, p. 574. 
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victorious refutation of that atheiftical work. But this book 
has been long publifhedf, and is efteemed in proportion to its 
merit. 

The Hiftorian alfo takes notice, under this clafs, of a Dif- 
fer ration on the Origin of Language. It was read in the aflembJy 
of the Academy which met in June 1771, and obtained the 
prize that had been offered in the preceding year, for the beft 
difeourfe on that fu'ojeiSt. The prize was obtained by M* 
Herder, Ecckftaftical Counsellor and Court- Preacher to Count 
De La Lieppe-Scbaumburg. This learned man, after refuting 
the notion cf thofe who confider the primitive language as the 
effe£t of a divine infufion, accounts for the origin of language 
by a nuchanifm merely animal, or, in other words, by com- 
bining the organical ftrudlure of the body with the faculties of 
the.mmd that inhabits it, and the cirtumftances in which the 
being is placed, in whom_thia organization and thefe faculties 
are united. Setting out upon this principle, he obferves that 
the firft expreffions of human paffions, feelings, and wants, were 
made by inarticulate founds (like thofe of animals) which ex- 
cited, in others, feelings analogous and correfportdent to thofe 
they expreffed, as mufical inftruments in unifon communicate 
to each other their tones and vibrations, and as Racine ftruck 
once a whole company with aftonifhment, and melted them 
into forrow, by reading to them, with the proper emphafis and 
tone, the verfes of a Greek tragedy, which they did not under- 
ftand: Though this primitiveJanguage, that was common to 
men and animals, has been buried under a multitude of artifi- 
cial modes of e.xprcffion, yet its remains are both manifold tod 
vilible. The Arabian retains a greatpartof it when he converfes 
w th his horfe. The huntfman diftinguifhes the various accents of 
the ildg. The Laplander and the rein-deer underftand each 
other $ fo that man, even without an artificial language, is not 
that mutum pecus , that the Scotch philofopher, who is fo fond of 
affinity and confanguinity with the Ouran-Outangs, reprefents 
him to be, in his book on the Origin and Progrejs of Language. 

M. Herder has refuted the hypothefis of Suffmilch relative 
to the divine origin of the primitive language, by feveral exam- 
ples taken from the Hebrew ; he alfo examines and rejefls the 
notions of Rouffeau and the Abbe Condillac on this fubje&, but 
has avoided forming any hypothefis of his own ; and, in this 
.point of view, bis piece, though crowned, has been judged im- 
perfect by the Academy. 

Some Jat£ attempts to renew the vifionary and long-exploded 
project of forming an univerfal language , employ the Hiftorian, 
for a moment, under this article. Under the clafs of Belles 

t See Appendix to vol. xlvii. p. 546. 
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Lettres, the Hiftorian takes notice of the firft volume of the 
German Di&ionary of M. Sulzer, which is intitled, An Univer* 
fal Theory of the fine Arts: a work which is the? fruit of twenty 
years labour, observation, and reflections. What animated M. 
Sulzer to this undertaking was the defire of unfolding the true 
nature of the Fine Arts , of perfuading us that they are fufceptible 
of being rendered highly advantageous to human fociety, and 
of refuting thofe who pretend that thefe arts have pleafure only 
for their objed. The invention of the mechanic arts, of. Sciences 
and laws, belongs to the province of the underftanding or rea- 
fon, fays this Academician ; but the invention and improve- 
• ment of the Fine Arts belong to the moral fenfe as to their prin- 
ciple 5 which fenfe, or its bud , is in all, though it requires de- 
velopement and culture This fenfe (according to M. Sulzer) 
pointing out intuitively what is beautiful and good, fixes the end 
of the Fine Arts, and the principles on which they are founded. 

We learn from the article, of Mechanic Arts; that Benjamin 
Calau , formerly painter to the court of Saxony, and now an in- 
habitant of Berlin, had prefented to the Academy a kind of ar- 
tificial wax, of his own invention. This wax unites all the 
properties and advantages of that competition which (according 
to 'Count Caylus) rendered the colouring of the ancient pain- 
ters fo beautiful and fo lading, and which that nobleman took 
fo much pains to find out. The wax undef confideration is 
cut into fmall pieces and difiolved in water; after its dillolu- 
tion, which is neceflary in order to its being employed, the 
artift may add to it all kinds of oils and gums, and then mix 
with it the colours he thinks proper to exhibit in his pi&ure. 
This is what Pliny calls painting in Punic or Eleodoric wax* 
This new compofition of artificial wax may alfo be employed, 
with fuccefs, either to colour or to varnifh linen, filk, wood, 
done, lead, or glafs $ it enlivens the colours employed by prin- 
ters, bookbinders, and print-engravers, and by a certain pre- 
paration, when applied to walls or ftatues of done, it may be 
formed into the true Encaufiic of the ancients. 

Under History, M. Formey mentions, as having been 
prefented to the Academy, The Hifiory of the lajl Campaigns and 
Negociations of Gujlavus Adolphus in Germany ; tranflated into 
French from the Italian of Count Galeazzo Gualdo Priorato, 
by the Abbot de Francheville, (Librarian to Prince Henry of 
PrufliaJ and enriched, among other additions, with remarks on 
the principal events of this hidory, and with a difeourfe on 
the battles of Breitenfeldt and Lutzen . 

The Profeffor Thiebault, alfo prefented to the Academy, 
the Plan of an Hifiory of Clafiic Authors , as a work worthy to be 
com po fed under it$ infpe&ion, and even by fome of its mem- 
bers# Under this title are comprehended the principal Greek, 
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Roman, Italian, French, Engli£h, and German Authors, and 
the projefie<} hiftory is to be Civile Typographical , Analytic , if- 
ferary, tnd Critical. This divifion, as it is explained by the 
Hiftorian, renders the plan vaft and difficult : accordingly we 
have not yet heard of its being carried into execution. 

The following clafs, which contains the printed works, or 
MSS. machines, and inventions, that were prefented in tbe 
courfe of the year 1771$ exhibits fome articles of which we 
lhall eHewheie have occafion to take notice. — This is fucceeded 
by three eulogies — on William Adolphus, prince of Bruns- 
wick, the Chancellor Iarrige, and the marquis D’Argens, 
three deceafed members ; the firft was an hopeful prince, whofe 
early youth was adorned with the love of letters, which tem- 
pered and ennobled his ardour for military glory ; the fecond 
was an honeft and a learned man ; and the third is well known 
in the literary world, by his hafty productions, which exhibit 
a mixture, not very uncommon, of the wit, the fcholar, and the 
rake. . 

NEW MEMOIRS. 

Experimental Philosophy. 

Memoir I. Concerning the Secret of a Red Gum , extremely dmr- 
ablt , and proper for Painting , which was Ifl* and has been 
again difeovered. By M. Margraff. 

M. Pefne, the king’s painter, was a long time fupplied with 
a red colour, of the moft excellent and durable kind, by a per- 
fon who prepared it himfelf, but died without leaving his fecret 
behind him. The Author of this Memoir was applied toon 
this occafion ; a fmall portion of the colour was given him to 
analyfe; and, after a variety of experiments employed to 
recover the fecrct, he found it, or at leaft the fame colour, in 
great perfection, in a preparation of Dutch madder and alum. 
M. Pefne allowed that it was the loft colour happily reflored; 
and M. Margraff, having mixed it with the oil of poppies, 
and drawn lines with it upon a piece of glafs, found it as dur- 
able, as it is exquifitely beautiful and lively ; much fuperior 10 
the red that is drawn from cochineal and other vegetables, and 
alfo confiderably cheaper, though the quantity of diftilled wa- 
ter, employed m the procefs, increafes, much, the expence of 
the competition. 

Mem. II. Concerning the Source of an lUujun in the Senfe of Seeing^ 
which changes Black into Scarlet . By M. Beguelin. 

The following ftory, told by the prefident de Thou and 
father Daniel, of Henry IV. of France, though with fome varia- 
tion, feems to have given occafion to the fuccefsful refearches 
contained in this Memoir. This monarch, in the memorable 
difeourfe which he delivered to the heads of the parliament, 
aflembled at the Louvre, on the 8th of January 1599, begins by 
6 telling 
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telling them. That twenty- fix years before thattime 9 wheil he 
was at the court of Charles IX. he fat down to dice with the 
duke of Guife; and that juft as they were beginning to play, 
drops of blood were perceived, which, after having been wiped 
away once or twice, ftill returned, or new drops were feen in 
their place : though the ftri&eft examination was made aunong 
the fpedators, it remained ftill a profound myftery, whence 
thefe drops of blood proceeded. I (fays the monarch) looktd 
ttfon it as a difmal omen ; and rifmg up from play , / turned aftde , 
and fold to fome of my particular friends (concealing what If aid from 
the duke of Guije J, that I fore f aw that much blood would btjhed be- 
tween us*. This narration is not perfe&ly clear; it is not 
faid that the drops appeared upon the napkin, with which the 
table was rubbed ; a circumftance which might have (hewn 
whether the blood was real or not. Voltaire, fpeaking of father 
Daniel’s relation of this ftory, obferves, with his ufual tone of 
criticifm, that the Hiftorian ought to have learnt enough of 
natural philofophy, to know, that black points (meaning thofe 
of the dice), when they form a given angle with the rays of the fun , 
appear red ; this 9 continues he, every one experiences in reading : 
and thus all prodigies vanijb 9 when examined clofely. M. Beguelin 
declares himfelf as ignorant as father Daniel ; he, however, 
tried the experiment which Voltaire refers to, though perfuaded 
by theory of its infufficiency to produce the phenomenon ; he 
expofed a book open to the rays of the fun, under every ima~ 
ginable angle of incidence, and the black letters preferved 
invariably their colour. But one day, when he thought no 
more of this matter, as he was reading the news-paper in a 
rural walk, and, having the fun dire&ly in his face, was 
obliged to hold the paper more vertically, to caft it in the (hade, 
that it might not fatigue his eyes, he perceived the black colour 
of the letters changed, in the fpace of a few minutes, into a 
lively red. Upon this, his firft endeavour was to find out, by 
different trials, the circumflances that were eflential to the pro- 
duction of this illufion. Thefe he difeovered to be, ift, the 
(un’a fhining upon the eye-lids 5 adly, the rays of the fun not 
falling upon the black points, under any kind of angle (fo far 
is Voltaire’s idea from being true) ; 331 y, the fun's having 
(bone, for, at leaft, two minutes upon the eyelids. By com- 
bining thefe circumftances, and feveral experiments, on which 
the neceffary limits of an extract prevent our enlarging, our 
academician came to difeover the immediate caufe of this Angu- 
lar change of colour, which is, the paffing of the folar rays 


* This happened a day or two before the horrid mafiacrc, known 
by the name of the St. Bartholomew. 

Nn j through 


Digitized by LiOOQle 


53+ A T m> Memoirs $f the Royal Academy of Sciences 

through the eye-lid into the eye , and prodt/cing in the retina 
that vibration, which is connected with the fenfation of red. It 
is well known, that the rays of light appear red, when they 
pafs through a thin body; and that when we turn our eyes to 
the fun, with our eye* lids clofed, we have the fenfation of a 
lively red. ‘ Now, obferves our Author, the eye-ball, which 
is covered, with refped to the fun, by the eye-lid, is open to 
the book, which I have before me, and confequently the white 
of the paper makes, upon the retina, an impreflion Sufficient to 
efface the feebler impreflion of the red in all the point3 of the 
retina, which are ftruck by the white rays ; the black letters* 
on the contrary, which are printed on the white paper, fend 
back few or no rays to the bottom of the eye, and, confe- 
quently, all the points of the retina, on which they are ufually 
painted, preferve, in all their vigour, the iirft impreflion of red, 
which had been rr adc by the fun, upon the whole bottom of the 
eye, and this is what neceffarily forms the illuiion.’ — After 
removing feveral difficulties, that may be alledged againft this 
hypothecs, M. Beguelin thinks it may explain the pretended 
prodigy, that happened to Henry IV. of France ; but for this 
application of his doflrine, we refer our readers to the Me- 
moir ; and fhall only obferve, that the hiftorians do not men- 
tion the circumftanccs of time, place, &c. that accompanied 
this event, with accuracy enough to render this application 
complete. 

Mem. HI. Obfervations relative to the Natural Hijlory of Mojfcs , 
by M. Glcditfch. Tranflated from the German. 

In our laft Appendix , we gave fome account of a lingular 
work, in which the ingenious Author treats of the Phyjiology of 
Moffes ; and exploding all charaSeriftic diftin&ions between the 
anirtial and vegetable world, from a perfuafion that the diftinc- 
tions alledged are common to both, finks the former world a 
flep lower, or raifes the latter a degree higher. Our Acade-r 
mician does not give his Moffes this new dignity, nor place them 
in the clafs of the Polypus ; but he takes particular notice of 
their large and numerous family, which is branched out into 
above two hundred different kinds, and forms the feventh prin- 
cipal clafs of the vegetable kingdom. M. Gleditfch enters alfo 
into a very circumftantial account of the nature and various 
properties of Mofles, which cannot but be inftru&ive and enter* 
taining to the lovers of Botany. The piece is ample ; for 
this Memoir contains forty pages, and the Author has not 
finiihed his obfervations. 

Mem* IV. An Exhibition cf fome Obfervations jhat might be made 
to improve the Science cf Meteorology . By M. Lambert. 

- The fcience of Meteorology is hitherto no more than a collec- 
tion of fcattered obfervations, and unconnected fads, that have 
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Tiot been reduced to fyftem, nor employed to eftablifh any gene- 
ral laws. It is, ncverthelefs, certain, that this fcience is fuf- 
ceptible of being reduced to general laws, as well as the fcience 
of aftronomy ; as it contains a great number of periodical phe- 
nomena, it is to inveftigate the caufes of thefe phenomena, and 
to connect them into a general fyftem, that our zealous Aca- 
demician exhorts the learned ; and as the weight of the air, the 
variations of the barometer, and the force and courfe of the 
winds are the great and leading objects of Meteorology , he pro- 
pofes a plan for collecting obfervarions, and inveftigating the 
courfe of nature, relative to thefe objects. Dividing the fur- 
face of the globe into twenty equal triangles, in the form of an 
Icafaedron , he would place in the center of each of thefe trian- 
gles, a Meteorological Obferver, and twelve more at the points of 
concourfeot* thefe triangles ; fo that with thefe thirty two Obfer- 
vers, a regifter might be kept of all the revolutions of the atmo- 
fphere, which depend on the fame^ general law, as alfo of the 
weight and equilibrium of the atmofphere, and the manner in 
which it changes and refumes its tenor. Thefe Obfervers, 
placed at a diftance from each other of about thirty- feven, or 
from that to forty-one degrees, would not be too much fepa- 
rated, as the variations of the barometer, which depend upon 
fome general law, extend at lead fo far. If it (hould prove 
impracticable to place the Obfervers with this geometrical regu- 
larity, places might be chofen where trading nations have eila- 
bl idled colonies, and religious zeal, miffionaries ; and the ex- 
pences of executing this plan would be thus greatly diminiflied. 
The Author would have the Englifh nation to begin with the 
execution of this plan, which he recommends particularly to 
the attention of the Royal Society, and gives a circumftantial 
detail of the manner in which he would have the obfervaiion$ 
made ; and which, indeed, as he reprefents it, would be at- 
tended with very little expence or difficulty. 

Mem. V. Obfervations concerning the Influence of the Moon upon 
the Weighs of the Atmofphere . By M. Lambert. 

This Memoir would fuffer by abridgment, and the Reader 
would not learn any thing more by our giving it entire,* than 
this, that M. Lambert has (hewn great fagacity, knowledge* 
and induftry, on this difficult fubjeCt, without, neverthelefs, 
fefting it in a fatisfaCtory light, 

Mem. VI. An Extratt of the Meteorological Obfervations made at 
,Bsrlin , in 1 771. By M. Beguelin. 

Mem. VII. Conjectures on the Cafes, faid to have happened , of 
certain Perfons having been devoured, alive , by Swarms of Mice • 
By M. Francheville. 

This is a curious, laboured piece of philological criticifin. 
Pof icl lL duke regent of Poland, who was a moniter of barba- 
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rity, and Hatton II. archbifhop of Mentz, who burned the 
poor infiead qf feeding them, are the two mifcreants, whom 
hifiory reprefents as having been eaten up alive by mice. But 
thefe mice were, according to our Academician, the coSly /lone 
walls of the firong and magnificent caftlcs, which thefe two per- 
fonages built ; the one in the middle of a lake, and the other in 
the middle of the Rhine ; for the French word mur , being in 
Polifh mur y in Flemilh ntuer 9 in German mauer 9 and in Latin 
mur us , all thefe words refemble fo ftropgly mures } which figni- 
fies mice, that, in procefs of time, they might have been con- 
founded by ignorance or malice, and thus have given rife to the 
fabulous (lory in queftion — it may be fo. 

Mem. VIII. Obfnvations , Phyftcal and Miner alogical^ on the 
Mountains of Silefia . By M. Gerard. 

This, and a following Memoir on the fame fubjed, contain 
an ample and circumfiantial account of the chains of mountains 
obfcrvable in Silefia; of the foil, minerals, and natural curio- 
litics ; of the valuable mines of arfenic, lead* tin, copper, iron, 
and filver; and of the veins of quartz, (path, chryftal, and 
pyrites, which abound in that country. 

Mathematics. 

Me M. I. pemonftration of a New Theorem , concerning PirJ} 
Numbers . By M. de la Grange. 

Mem. II. A Continuation of the Reflexions on the Algebraical 
Analyfis of Equations. By the fame. 

Here we have one hundred and fixty pages of mere cal- 
culation, which ought not to be admitted into fuch a work 
as this. 

Mem. III. Concerning the Equations refolved by At. de Moivre 9 with 
feme Reflexions on thefe Equations , itfe. By M. de Cafiillon. 
Mem. Iv. Concerning Periodical Decimal Ft all ions. By Mr. 
John Bernoulli. 

Mem. V. Concerning the Divifon of certain great Number s $ com - 
prehended in the Sum of the Geometrical ProgreJJion . 

1 + io , +io*-{-jo 3 -j ior r S. By the fame. 

Mem. VI. Concerning Achromatic fpying Gla/fes •, made only of one 
Sort of (j la f r. By M. Lambert. 

The ingenious Academician having perceived, that it was 

E offible to produce an achromatic effe£l with glaffesof one kind, 
y the means of difiances, examines this matter, in the prefent 
Memoir, with refpeft to fpying glafles and theif Improve- 
ment. 


* We have thus tranllated the word Lorgnettes , by which the Au- 
thor means thofe tubes of a few inches Jong, which have a convex 
objeft glafs, and a concave eye-glafs, and arc defigued for ttyt 
iocift. * ' 
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Mix. VII. Obfervations on tbt apparent Orbit of Comets . By 

M. Lambert. 

Speculative Philosophy. 

Mxm. I. Concerning the Problem of Molynaix. By M. Mcrian. 

Second Memoir . 

The 1 ft part of this Memoir comprehends the opinions of 
thofe who decide this famous problem, or queflion, in tho 
affirmative; and the 2d contains fonle reflexions of our Author 
upon this decifion. As our judgments of things are regulated and 
dire&ed by the a&ual and prefent ftate of our faculties, the 
daily ufe of our fenfes, and the habit we have contracted of 
employing the fenfes of fight and touch in perfe£t conjunction, 
nothing would be more natural than, on the firft view of the 
problem of Molyneux, to decide in the affirmative ; nay, feve- 
ral philofophers have perfifted, after fecond thoughts, in this 
natural decifion ; fuch as BouiUer y Leibnitz , Jurin , Sanderfon , 
Condillac , and Diderot . The opinion of Bouiller is, that the 
blind man, reftored to bis fight, would be obliged toreafon and 
refled a little before he diltinguifhed the globe from the cube 9 
but that the decifion, however, would coft him little pain, 
becaufe the idea of a globe, or a cub cfeen 3 and the idea of a globe, 
or a cube touched , are eflentially the fame ideas, though modi- 
fied by fome different accidental perceptions. Leibnitz was of 
Opinion, that the decifion would belefs rapid; but that, never* 
thelefs, the knowledge, already acquired by the touchy would 
enable the perfon, in queftion, to diftinguifh a body without 
angles, from one that is marked by eight fides ; otherwife, ac- 
cording to him, it would be impoffible for a blind man to learn 
the rudiments of geometry py the touch ; which, however, is a 
common cafe. 

Dr. Juriny having l£<| the blind man (reftored to fight) round 
about the globe and the cube, makes him reafon (and very na- 
turally) in the following manner : ‘ Thefe two bodies, which 
have different names, and, consequently, a difference of figure, 
do, in reality, affeft my fenfe of feeing in a different manner. 
When I confider them clofely, I obferve that one of thefe bodies 
gives me always the fame fenfation ; on whatever fide I view it, 
the impreffion it makes upon me, is Uniform and the fame ; 
whereas I receive from the other different and (as it were) fepa* 
rate fenfations. From hence 1 conclude, that one of thefe 
bodies is the fame in every part of it, or of an uniform figure ; 
and that the other is not the fame in every part, or is of a figure 
which is not uniform. — Now, this is what I remember to have 
experienced formerly, when I handled the globe and the cube $ 
I then perceived, by my touch, that unity of impreffion from 
{be globe, and that plurality of impreffions from the cube, 
yhich I now perceive by my fight ; I therefore conceive clearly, 
.... * that 
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that the body which, to my fight, is even and uniform i k the 
globe.’ Sariderfbn reifoned much in the fame manner, and was 
lure that he would didin guilb the globe and the cube, and thus 
6>l ve the problem, if be was fo happy as to acquire the fienfe 
of feeing. 

The abbe CendiUac , perfuaded that extenfion and figure are 
the immediate objeds of fights as well as of touchy and that the 
firmer fenfe conveys ideas of furfaces, lines, and all forts of 
figures, which referable thofe that are acquired by the latter 9 
decides this famous queftion in the affirmative ; he is, indeed* 
em bar rafted by two objections. The firft is the poffibility of a, 
contrariety between fight and touchy for whofe analogy we have 
no demonftrative proof; and the abbe confeiTes that experience 
alone can furnifli an anfwer to this objection. The fecond is 
an objection ftill more ftriking, bec2ufe it is derived from ex- 
perience,* even from the cafe of the man that had obtained the 
ufe of his fight, by the fuecefs of an operation performed by the 
famous Cbefcldcn, in the year 1728. This young man, though 
of a fprightly genius, was, for a confid'erablc time, incapable 
of diftinguifiiing (by his fight) that which he had judged to be 
round by his touch, from that which he had pronounced angular . 
He would not therefore have diftinguifhed between the globe and 
the cube in our problem^ and, indeed, all the obfervations that 
were made on Chefelden’s patient feem rather unfavourable to 
the Abbe Condillac, and to all who anfwer the problem of 
Molyneux in the affirmative. The Abbe, however, does not 
yield, but attributes the firft embarraffment of the unexperi- 
enced Seer and his' incapacity to diftinguiffi angular from 
round figures, to the torpor of the eye, which requires time 
and exercife, before all the delicate fprings, of which it is 
compofed, can move together and produce their effed. Yet 
he doe9 not doubt, but that the eye, unaffifted by the hand, 
would, though not immediately, communicate to the mind the 
idtas it had hitherto received by the touch ; and thus the cube 
and the globe would be diftinguiflied by the eye alone, after a 
proper degree of exercife. 

Diderot (the fuppofed, and real, author of the Lettres fur 
les avcugles) treats the fubied with fagaclty and (after one 
blunder concerning the different reports of fight and touch, 
exemplified abfurdly in the cafe of a man before a looking- 
gtafs) he examines the problem of Molyneux, and confirms 
the reafoning of Condillac. His reafons, why the eve (tho* 
unaffifted by the touch) would in time learn to diftinguifh 
the two objeds in queftion arc chiefly thofe which follow : 
that though fight and touch affift each other reciprocally, it 
doo$ not follow that thefei two fenfes may not, feparately and 
independently on each other, be capable of conveying to the 
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mind notions of the exiftence and properties of external ob- 
jects. If th t fenfe of feeing does not want the afilftance of 
the touch to perceive colours, why fhould it not be able with- 
out fuch aflifbnce to perceive the limits and contours of co- 
loured bodies ? In a word, to maintain that the eye cannot, 
in confequence of its ftrudture, become capable of perceiving 
external objects, and difeerning, at leaft, the figures or limits 
of bodies, would be lofing fight of the deftination of its com- 
plicated organ, and forgetting the principal phenomena of vifion. 
But allowing the perfon delivered from his bhndnefs to fee 
external obje&s, yet will he difeern with precifion the globe 
and the cube and give them their refpedtive names ? Here 
the perfons mud be diftinguifhed on whom the experiment 
is tried. An ignorant peafant would anfwer at random, or 
irigenuoufly confefs, that he faw nothing in thefe two bodies 
that refembled the fenfations he had received by touching 
them. A perfon pf more fagacity and knowledge would per- 
ceive the truth, and diftinguifh the globe from the cube; but 
without knowing why he made this ' diftindlion, or being able 
to allege any reafon for his decifion. The mctaphjfician 
would reafon upon the two bodies as if he had feen them 
all his life: his only fcruple would arife from his apprehen-' 
lion that the report of fight might poffibly not agree with 
that of touch . The geometrician* would be cured, even of 
this fcruple, by remarking that when he was blind, thofe, 
who had learned geometry by fight, agreed with him, who 
had learned it by touch alone. 

This is a fummary view of the ample account which M. 
Merian gives of the opinions and arguments of thofe philo- 
fophers who anfwer the famous queftion of Molyneux in 
the affirmative. This very ingenious academician, in the ad 
part of his Memoir indulges his metaphyfical vein in fome 
reflexions, full of depth and fagacity, on the opinions he had 
been advancing ; and thefe reflexions are far from confirming 
them. At leaft, by going back to the origin of our ideas, 
in general, and pointing out the manner in which the mind 
receives the ideas of extenfion and figures in particular, he 
proves evidently, the abfurdity of fuppofing that, at the firft 
caft of the eye, the globe and the cube would be diftinguifhed 
by the perfon propofed for the experiment. He (hews, after- 
wards, that a few moments reflexion would be alfo infuffi- 
cient, points out the immenfe difficulties that attend the 
folutibn of Molyneux’s problem by experiments, expofes 
the weaknefs of Condillac’s refutation of tfie negative 
deciftons of Molyneux himfelf, and Locke, and applies, 
with great acutenefs, the cafe of Chefelden’s blind man cured 
pf the cataraft, tg fliew that Bouilkr , Leibnitz, fur in, San- 
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4 trfon % Condillac , and Diderot have not, decided with fucb eri* 
dence as to prevent an appeal to a farther trial* We can- 
not follow M. Merian through all the fubtile turnings and 
windings of this metaphylical chace after game that was ftarted 
many years ago, and is not like to be hunted down for 
many years to come, but which, however, in the mean time, 
affords good Jport to the refpe&able fociety of abftra&ion- 
hunters. But to fpeak truth without a figure, the reflexions 
of M. Merian are mafterly and highly worthy of an attentive 
perufal. 

In the conclufion of his Memoir , he refumes the affirmative 
Solutions of the famous problem, and obferves that the great 
and fundamental point in which all the arguments of the of 
firmer* meet, is, that the perfon in queftion will diftinguifh 
the globe from the cube in confluence of the famenefs of the 
perceptions or ideas which his sight and TOUCH convey to bis 
mind . Thefe are the perceptions or ideas of the figure of 
the two bodies or of fome property of their figure or feme 
confequence ef their properties, which lead by analyfis to dif- 
cover the figures themfelves. Thus all the folutions we have 
been confidering reft upon this foundation, that the blind man, 
who acquires the fejile of feeing, will find in the vifihle 
image and in the tangible image of the globe and cube the 
fame perception and the fame idea. But a great philofepber 
has undertaken to fap this foundation, and' his fenfe of the 
matter is related in the following volume. The Reader will 
confequently find it in this Appendix, fome pages farther on* 
—We would have placed it here by a t ran fpout ion 5 but we 
thought it not amifs to give him, and ourfelves, a moment to 
breathe. 

Mem. II. Obfervations concerning fome properties of Mind com* 

fared with thofe of Atatter $ which may he employed in examining 

the Hypothecs of the Materiali/ls . By M. Sulxer. 

This worthy and learned academician (who thinks, with Ci- 
cero, that time, which effaces the fi&ions of gratuitous fyftems, 
confirms the decifions of nature and common fenfe) is fully 
perfuaded that the exiftence of God and the immortality of 
the foul, will, in the progrefs of true philofophy, one day be 
brought’ to a degree of evidence equal to that of geometri- 
cal demonftration. in the mean time, he thinks it the duty 
of the friends of truth to colleft, with care, any obfervations 
that may contribute to give thefe important do&rines a new 
degree of probability ; and it is with this delign that he has 
compofed the Memoir before us, to throw feme new light 
upon the fpiritual nature of the mind of man. The piece is 
long j but as the writer is rich in expreffion, it will be the lefs 
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difficult to give t clear, though compendious view of his rea- 
fbning and its refuft. 

After having proved (what every body feels) that the hu- 
man mind is effentially adive j he propofes the important quef- 
tion whether this activity is really inherent in the foul, or 
whether ip be only the effed of material powers, which a Gt 
upon the organs of the body ? That there are fads and cafes 
in nature, 'which feem to favour the latter hypotbefis, cannpt 
well be denied ; for when the adion of the corporeal organs 
ceafe, the internal adivity appears to be deftroyed. — This 
phenomenon does not *difcoricert M. Sulxer. Propofing to 
enter into an ample examination (in a fubfequent Memoir) 
of the feeming ceffation of the adive principle, when the ex- 
ternal fenfes ceafe to perform their functions he makes, 
however, here, fome obfervations which throw real light on 
this delicate fubjed, by proving that the inward activity of the 
mind does not depend upon our being confcious of that activity % 
and that the foul may preferve its internal energy even under the 
eeffistion of all perception and fenfation.— This v/i\l be illuftrated 
by the following obfervations : 

If the nature of our internal adive power be attentively 
confidered, we lhall find, that its eflfential tendency is to «*- 
dify our perceptions , to adapt them to our ufe, to change in them 
what is difpkajtng to us, &c. This adivity, therefore, pre- 
fuppofes clear perceptions as the materials on which it 
works ; and when thefe are wanting, there is confequently 
a natural celTation of adivity. But the adivity of the mind is 
no more defrayed by this ceflation, than the elaftic force of 
the body is defrayed when all the parts of the body are in 
equilibria • The exertions are fufpended, but the principles 
of adivity in the one and of elafticity in the other ftill re- 
main : and, as none can be fo abfurd as to maintain, that 
the external body, which by troubling the equilibrium of 
our frame occafions the exertion of elasticity, is the efficient 
caufe of that elafticity, fo neither, nay much lefs, can it be 
imagined that thofe perceptions and fenfations, on which the 
adivity of the mind is employed, are the caufe of that a&i- 
vity. This point our academician proves in an ample and 
fatisfadory manner : he fhews alfo that the fyftem of mate- 
riabftn cannot account for the adive influence which the 
foul has upon its perception; in any other way, than by fup- 
pofing an univerfally difFufed material fubftance, prefling con- 
ftantly upon the fenforium y or that part of the body which 
receives perceptions, oppofing itfelf to fome of thefe percep- 
tions, confpiring and agreeing with others and thus pro- 
ducing the reludance or acquiefcence, which we attribute to 
the fpiritual and adive principle* 
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This fuppofuion is difgufting by its abfurdity; yet our can- 
did and ingenious academician condefcends to refute it, 
not only by (hewing, that the two pretended forces , being 
merely the effedt of material motion, could never produce fen~ 
timent of any kind, but a!fo by demonftrating, that the w- 
fiuence , which the mind exercifes over its perceptions, is not, 
nay, cannot be a moving power ; and his demonftration is as in- 
genious as it is fatistadtory. 

Having then (hewn that there is a Being in man, which is 
pofleffed (independently on all corporeal organization) of a 
power by which he modifies his own perceptions, M. Sulzer 
examines whether there be in matter any property analogous to 
this. From the motion and agitation which prevails in the 
material fyftem, the fuperficial obferver might be led to think, 
with Democritus and Epicurus , that motion was a property of 
matter ; but, as our Author evidently (hews, this very motion 
inftead of proving that matter is an a&ive principle, demon- 
ftrates, on the contrary, its perfedfc ina&ivity ; fince every 
portion of matter mud be fet in motion by a foreign power* 
and receives, with the fame indifference, the impref&ons that 
accelerate, retard, or annihilate, its motion, — has no tendency 
to motion more than to, reft,— to motion in one diredion 
more than to motion in another, — has, in (hort, a tendency 
to nothing, but is totally paflive. There muft, therefore, be 
fume Being diftinct from matter, in which the moving power 
refides. 

Our Author proceeds to (hew that this moving power nei- 
ther refides in a certain organization, nor in a fubtile fluid, 
that pervades bodies, and is not fubje& to the laws of mo- 
tion known to us, but is itftlf the a&ive principle of thefe 
laws, and was pointed out by the philofophers of old, when 
they maintained that fire was the aftive principle of univer- 
fil nature. This latter phenomenon, even beat , fire or other , 
without which the natural world becomes torpid and unac- 
tive, is one of the moft fpecious refources of atheiftical (b- 
phiftry ; and therefore M. Sulzer, in a very circumftantial 
detail of proofs, (hews that the a£tive power in fuch a fluid, 
having neither extenfion, figure, nor parts (according to the 
hypothelis cf the more fubtile materialifts) is neceflarily re- 
duced to a n immaterial reality. 

T he remainder of this excellent Memoir is employed in re- 
fearches into the nature and properties of the foul. And 
here its a&iviiy, its fimplicity, its exijlence , even when the 
tonfeioufnejs of it is fufpended, and its immortality, are evinced, 
by arguments neither trite nor far-fetched; which difeover, in 
the Author, an original turn of thinking and a truly pbilofo- 
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phical fpirit, and which throw real y and, in Tome places, new 
light upon the fubjeft. 

Mem. III. An Examination of a Species of Superflition which is 
fubjefted to the Calculation of Probabilities . By M. Lambert. 
The fpecies of fupcrftition, here examined, is the fondnefs 
for thofe aftrological prediftions of the weather and other 
events, that fill the Almanacs in Germany, and are read 
with avidity by the greateft part of the nation, notwithftand- 
ing the avowed progrefs of true fcience in that country. The 
defign of the academician does not feem to be to difeourage 
this tafte, but to amufe his mathematical hearers or readers by 
fliewing; algebraically, that whatever rules the almanac-mak- 
ers follow in predicting the weather, their conjectures or 
prophecies will hit as often as mifs y nay, rather oftener. The 
confequence is (according to our academician) that the vulgar 
who confult the Almanac, may do it from rules of prudence 
as well as from principles of fuperftition. — This is a very 
learned, ufelefs, and trifling Memoir. 

Belles Lettres. 

Mem. I. An Account of the General Grammar of Mr . De Beau- 
zee \ with fame critical Obfervations on the Dottrine of the Au - 
thor m By M. Thiebault. . Four Memoirs . 

It is not at all neceflary to enlarge upon thefe learned and 
elaborate grammato- critical Memoirs. The work of M. Beauzee 
has been long fince before the tribunal of the Public, and 
therefore our academician’s account of it was the lefs ne- 
ceflary. It was printed at Paris, in 1767, in 2 volumes* 8vo. 
and dedicated to the French Academy. Its title is, Gram - 
rnaire Generale ou Expofition Raifonnee des Elemens Neceffaires du 
Language , pour fervir de fondement a r Etude de toutes les Lan- 
gues . As to the innumerable critical reflexions of M. Thic- 
bault, they are always keen, and, for the mod part, juft ; 
and will furnifh entertainment to the connoijfeurs in grammatical 
metaphyfics. 

Mem. V. Reflexions upon the Marvellous in Epic Poetry 1 By 

M. Bitaube. 

The origin, advantages and difad vantages of the Marvel - 
hus y and a parallel between the different kinds of it that have 
been introduced into epic poetry, conftitute the fubjeCt of this 
Memoir. According to this ingenious academician, the Mar- 
vellous owes its origin to that mixture of grandeur and weak- 
ness that characterizes the human mind, which, perceiving 
that nothing happens without a caufe, made thus the firft 
ftep towards philofophy, but, unwilling to inveftigate that 
caufe by laborious researches, gave itfelf over to imagination, 
which deified the ftriking objeCts of Nature, foared into an 
ideal world, aggrandized terreftrial beings, affemblcd fcattered 
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lines of beauty, created unknown effences, and (aftontflied 
at its own work) took its viiions at length for realities. Hence 
arofe thofe Fables whk& were the dawn of poetry, which 
were rude and grofs in Egypt, aflumed beautiful and enchant- 
ing forms in the fmiling regions of Greece, under the in- 
fluence of Ceres , Flora i Bacchus and the Nymphs, and put on 
a dark and gloomy afpe& in the dreary and frozen moun- 
tains of the nortb« Thus fuperftition engendered tbe Mar- 
vellous, poetry adorned it, and philofophy, when it did not 
dare to (hew itfelf without a mafk, borrowed its enchant- 
ments. 

From this account of the origin of the Marvellous , our 
Academician proceeds to consider its nature, tbe moral pur- 
pofes and ends for which the poets employed it, and the chi- 
merical interpretations that the coipmentators have often 
£iven of their fables or allegories. He lays down wife and 
judicious rules for the ufe of allegory, and for preventing its 
abufe in epic poetry $ and makes feveral ingenious re- 
flexions on the agreeable manner in which the mind is af- 
fe&ed by the Marvellous , when it is allegorical, and half con- 
ceals a moral or a defign. He points out the rich fund of 
entertainment which poetry derives from the Marvellous, marks 
its different kinds, fixes its limits, points out its inconve- 
niencies, and takes notice of the manner in which it has 
been employed by Homer, Virgil, Lucan, Milton, Taffo, 
and other epic writers, of inferior note ; as alfo of its dif- 
ferent appearances in mythology, in fairy-regions, and in 
thofe produ&ions whofe fubje&s are taken from Divine Re- 
velation. 

Mem. VI. Defer ipt ion of an Injlrurr.ent , which marks mechani- 
cally the Notes of a Piece of Mufic, fallowing the band which 
executes it upon the Harpfichord . By M. Sulzer. 

# This Memoir is not intelligible without tbe plates that are 
here given to illuftrate the defeription. We muff therefore re- 
fer the curious Reader to the work itfelf. 


Art. II. 

Ncuveaux Memoires , Sec . — New Memoirs of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences and Belles Lettres of Berlin for the Year 1772. Vol. III. 
4to. Berlin printed’by F. Vote, 1774. 

History of the Academy. 

T HIS part of the prefent volume is not abundant in ma- 
terials, nor are all thofe which it contains equally in- 
terefting. It opens with M* Formey’s difeourfe addrefled to 
the queen of Sweden, on her appearance in the academy. 
This applauded piece of eloquence is followed by a Dijjerta* 
tion on the Advantages which a State mujl derive from tbe Culture 
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if the Atts and Sciences^— a royal produftion, and a judicious 
one, exprefled with great plainncfs and fimpliciey, and repletd 
with inconfeftible and well-known truths. 

M. Formey has placed, in this hiftorical part, an entire 
Memoir of the learned 'John Bernouilli , entitled Obfervations 
relative to Natural Hijlory . Thefe obfervations relate princi- 
pally to a certain fpecies of butterflies, which, according to 
our Author, have the property of laying prolific egg9, with- 
out any previous coition with a male. The few experi- 
ments made by M. Bernouilli do not feem fufficient to eftablifti 
a faA that is denied pofitively by Swammerdam and Malpighi f 
and declared impoflible by Reaumur , Roefely and others $ they, 
neverthelefs, are adapted to animate thole, who take pleafurtt 
in inveftig&tiftg the powers and (berets of Nature, to repeat 
and improve upon the experiments formerly made by Mai - 
pighiy in order to find out the manner in which fecundation . 
is produced in the eggs of butterflies. The learned M* 
Pallas, profeflor of Natural Hiftory at Peterfburg, has publifhed 
fome curious obfervations on this fubjeft, in the Nova Afta 
Pbyfico-Medica Acad . Natures Curioforum for the year 1767, and 
affirms the prolific nature of the female Phalana without the 
co-operation of a male. But the queftion ftill remains, when 
the principle of fecundation began? Whether in the winged 
infedi or in its preceding ftate of a caterpillar ? not to infift 
upon the cOnje&ure of certain naturalifts, that one and the 
lame fecundation may ferve for feveral generations. 

The metaphyfical daft in the hiftorical part of this volume 
contains Obfervations relative to Philofophy in general $ 6 ndmore efpe - 
dally to the philofophy of Leibnitz , which were delivered in a 
Difcourfe addrefled to the Academy ^by M. Cochius , chaplain to 
the court, at his admiflion to a place in that learned body. 

M. Bernieres , dire&or of the caufeways and bridges ift 
France, communicated to the Academy his difeovery of a 
new method of conftrudling a packet-boat, or (loop, (to be 
employed on rivers, and even at fea, in co£fting, or in (hort 
paftages) which is fecured by its form from* the danger to 
which ordinary veflels are eXpofed by ftofms, water- (pouts, 
&c. and which will not fink under any load? 

In the hiftorical clafs of experimental phyftc we find a curious 
piece, which M. Gallandat , member of feveral academies, and 
profeflor of anatomy, chirurgery and midWifry at Flufhing iit 
Zealand, fent to profeflbr Meckel \ to be prefented by him to* 
the academy. This piece treats of the fingulat Method of 
curing feveral difeafes by an artificial mphyfema , which con- 
fifts in conveying air, by infuffiation, into the corpus reticu* 
fare, by the means of an inqifion in the fkin. This me- 
thod is employed for the removal of the marafmutj hypocon - 
App. Rev# VoL liiu O o driaul 
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which it is ordinarily loaded. After having ingenioufly em- 
ployed the laws that determine the velocity of found to faci- 
litate his inquiries into the denfity of pure air, he propofes, 
in this Memoir, to make ufe of the refractions of light in 
the atmpfphere, to illuftrate farther this curious and intricate 
fubjeft, and, not fatisfied with what the ingenious Dr. Simpfon 
and Monf. Bouguer had effefled in purfuing the fame defign, 
he ftrikes out a plan of his own, and executes it in a feries 
of algebraical calculations, which we pafs over, and pro- 
ceed to 

Mem. VL Concerning the Aflion or Influence of Eleflricity upon 
the human Body , and its Ufe in Paralytic Diforders . By 
M. Gerhard. 

It is well known that eleflricity, applied to the fame dis- 
orders, has not always produced the fame effefls. This diver- 
fuy induced M. Gerhard to undertake a courfe of experiments, 
in order to form a juft idea of the manner in which eleclri- 
city afls upon living bodies. The refult of thefe experi- 
ments, made, firft, on the bodies of fome animals, and after- 
ward on the human body, is circumftantially laid down in this 
Memoir ; in which the Author takes particular notice of the 
efFefts of eleflricity, both pofitive and negative, on the fonft~ 
ble and irritable parts of the body, (where it a £ts with more 
force than any other ftimulant) on the bloody whofe fluidity it 
promotes, on the pulfe^ on animal heat , on tranfpiratien, oa 
the Jkin % and on the mufcles . From hence he explains the true 
manner in which the eleftrical matter a £h upon the human 
body, and its application in fuch paralytic diforders as pro- 
ceed, not from the arteries, but from defeats in the nervous 
fyftem. He alfo points out the ftrengthening medicines, with 
which the ufe of eleflricity muft be accompanied, as when 
employed alone it relaxes the * fibres and expofes the patient 
to a relapfe. He concludes by an account of feveral per- 
fons whofe complaints have been removed by his method of 
employing eleflricity. 

Mem. VII. Gives us M. Beguelin’s Enquiry into the Means of 
difcoveringi by Experiments , in what Manner light is tranfrmt - 
ted: that is, whetner it is propagated by emifflon or undo* 
lation . The obfervations and experiments by which the 
learned Academician has endeavoured to facilitate the de- 
ciflon of this intricate queftion, do great honour to his faga- 
city and penetration, though they do not feem fufficient to 
terminate the difpute. * 

Mem. VIII,. Extrafi of the Meteorological Obfervations made at 
Berlin , in 177a. By M. Bcguelin. 
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Mathematics. 

Mem. I. Conaming a new kind of Calculation relative to (what is 
called by fame Philofophers) the Integration and Differentiation 
of variable Quantities. By M. Dela Grange. 

Mem. II. Concerning the Form of the imaginary Roots of 
Equations . By the fame. 

Mem. III. Concerning Agronomical Refractions. By the lame. 

By thefe refractions are meant the diverfity which takes 
place in the apparent height of the ftars, in confequence of 
the following phenomenon, viz . that the rays which pafs ob- 
liquely through our atmofphere, deviate from their rectilinear 
direction, and defcribe concave curves, in their approach tp 
the furface of the earth, fo that they come to us always in 
a direction lefs inclined to the horizon, than that in which 
they proceeded at their entrance into the atmofphere. From 
Tycho Brahe, to the prefen t time, this phenomenon has em- 
ployed the attention and labours of aftronomers ; and in this 
Memoir the Author undertakes to examine it, on the theory 
and data which the new experiments of Monf. de Luc are 
adapted to furnifli, relative to the dilatation of the air, in the 
different regions of the atmofphere. 

/ Mem. IV. Remarks on fame particular Cafes of the indeterminate 
Equation AzzBt — Cu : By M. John Bernoulli. 

Mem. V. Obfervations of Eclipfes, drawn from the Journals of the 
Royal Obfervatory . By the fame. 

Mem. VI. Effay on an Algorithm deduced from the Principle of 
the Ratio Sufficient , laid down by the followers of Leibnitz. 
By M. Beguelin. 

Fifty-fix Quarto Pages of profound arithmetic. 

Speculative Philosophy. 

Mem. I. A Difcourfe on the following Queftion — Why fo great a 
Part of Mankind have fo little tafte for, or fuch a reluctance 
to, every thing that requires a vigorous Exerctfe of the intellect 
tual Faculties ; and, what would moft contribute to rectify their 
Ideas in this RefpeCtf By M. Forrrey. 

A plain and judicious piece, pointing out (bcfide the in- 
fluence of climate and the bodily conftitution we derive from 
our progenitors) as the caufes of the difguft here mentioned, 
the defects of early education, (in which little pains are taken 
to form the mind to reflexion) the force of habit, the illuftons 
produced by fenfible objeCb, the pretended aridity and difficul- 
ties of fcience, the tendency of intellectual improvements to 
mortify our f elf love, by giying us a nearer view of ourfelves. 
in our weaknefs, ignorance, and vices, and the fuppofed in- 
utility of the culture of the underftanding to our advance- 
ment in the world. M. Formey propofes ftveral maxims to 
jemove thefe obftacles to intellectual improvement— but they 
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To (hew, farther, that vifible and tangible figure are not homo* 
geneaus things, M. Merian obferves, that we have no idea of the 
poffibility of prolonging a vifible line by the addition of a /m- 
gible one, and that we might as well attempt augmenting a found 
by the addition of a colour . He concludes this memoir by an— 
fwering ingenioufly two fpecious obje&ions that have been 
made to Dr. Berkley’s Hypothefis, and refcrves the farther illuf- 
iration of this fubjeA for k fubfequent volume. 

Belles Lettres. 

Mem. I. A Dijfertation concerning Catherine of Brandenburgs 

Confert of Gabriel Betlen, Prince of Tratfyhania . By Mr. 

Kuftcr. 

We ihall leave this lady in the hands of the Academician ; 
for we do not find that her hiftory affords either agreeable en- 
tertainment or folid inftru&ion. 

Mem. II. Concerning Beauty and Invention in Literary Compo- 
Jition. By M. de Catt. 

It is perhaps a fruitlefs attempt to inveftigate that relation 
between certain obje&s and the conftitution of our nature, 
from whence the idea or fenfe of beauty is derived. It is, 
however, certain, that this fenft? exifts ; and it is alfo evident, 
that beauty has its diftinA and effential properties in vifible ob- 
jeAs, in mufical founds, in moral qualities, and in literary 
compoiitions. In the lafl , beauty confiffs (according to M. 
de Catt) in the imitation of Nature, but of Nature' properly 
chojen ; and this was what the Abbe Bateaux meant when he 
faid, that the fine arts derived their origin and principle Ciom 
the imitation of la Belle Nature , which we take to fjgnify Nature 
chofen or felefted with tafte • M. de Catt complains of Batteaux 
for not explaining what he means by the Belle Natures and he 
fupplies this defeA (or thinks he fupplies it) by telling us, that 
la Belle N a * ure 9 or beautiful Nature, is that which is a la place ; 
that is, properly chofen, and fuitably placed. He obferves, 
that * every objeA, reprefented with its true relations and pro- 
perties, belongs to beautiful Nature and he tells us, that 4 by 
thefe true properties and relations^ he does not mean all fuch 
as are really in the objeAs, but fuch only as anfwer the eqd 
which the Author has in view which is in general to pJeafe 
and affcA, and, in particular, to excite fome diftinA and deter- 
minate paffion, whether it be anger or compaflton, terror or ad- 
miration. Now though there may be fome obfeurity in the 
definitions, and fome inaccuracy in the expreffions of M. de 
Catt, yet the examples he alledges to explain b* s principles, 
fhew, that he has juft ideas of his fubjtA. Bacchus muft not 
exhibit in a piAurc, or in a poem, the fame qualities and rela- 
tions, when he is reprefented in the different charaAers of the 
Of wine and jollity, and pf conqueror of the Indies. The 
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Venus ie Medici i exhibits the mild and gentle afpe& of virgin 
modejly , becaufc (he is fuppofed to have juft rifen from the 
waves that gave her birth : — this modefty muft yield to ajfuranci 
and ambition, if the goddefs be repreiented as difputing the 
apple before Paris ; to fame , if {he be defcribed as furprifed by 
Vulcan, — In fliort, in all thefe cafes, the poet or the painter, 
in order to attain the beautiful, muft fele& nature, and chufe 
thofe properties and relations of an objeS that anfwer the end 
they have in view, raife the feelings they delign to excite, and 
correfpond to the ideas they intend to communicate* Thus a 
judicious painter will never place an old, crooked, chinked, 
leaflefs oak before the farm-door of an induftrious peafant, who 
is blefled with abundance, or the habitation of a retired but 
fociable fage > no, he will place it before the cottage of indo- 
lent poverty, or before the retreat of miianthrophy, or difap- 
pointed ambition, which are too much occupied by refentment 
and anxiety to think of embellishing their habitation ; and the 
oak is then beautiful, when it agrees with the end of the artift, 
and deformed when it does not. There is nothing new in thefe 
obfervations ; they come, in the refult, to that precept of 
Horace, that directs the poet reddere perfona convenientia cuique ; 
but in the detail they contain a variety of interefting ideas, well 
cxpreiTed and agreeably prefented. 

Having confidered beauty as confiding eflentially in the ex- 
preffion of true relations, and all relations as either founded on 
the nature of things, (and thus conftituting general and inva- 
riable beauty) or as depending on certain national afTociations 
of ideas, which conftitute that beauty which is arbitrary and 
local in fome degree, M. de Catt divides both thefe kinds into 
imitative beauty aqd inventive beauty. The former reprefents 
objeds, relations, and properties as they are in nature ; but fo, 
however, as not to fupprefs all appearance of art in the imi- 
tation ; for this would, on many occafions, affright the fpec- 
tator, or reader, inftead of pleating him. But this feldom or 
never happens * the latter is employed in imagining relations 
and objects, which do not exift in nature, but which are never- 
tbelefs difcoverable, becaufe they may exift ; this is what M. 
de Catt calls la penfee in literary compofition, and wbat we 
might perhaps term in Englith, original thought or invention . 
His divifion of this original thought , is more refined, perhaps, 
than folid ; but the following example, in which he marks out 
its province, together with that of imitation, explains his 
meaning very clearly : 4 Pouffin draws a landfcape ; here I per- 
ceive imitative beauty.— He places in this landfcape the tomb 
of a youpg girl, with this infeription, I alfo once lived in Ar - 
etsdiaJ Here I perceive inventive beauty, and 1 admire the 
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: M. dt Catt pcctmfes to examine, in a fubfequent Memoir, 
that peculiar conftitution, faculty, or internal organ pf the 
human mind, (if that expreiHon may be ufed) whofe objed it 
beauty ; and we. heartily wifli him fuccefs in this difficult talk* 
J4 cm« III. * Concerning the Pbilofopby of Hijlory. By M. We* 

/ guel in.~Second Alemoir on this SubjeiS. 

. The learned Academician continues to found the philofb- 
phical depths of hiftorical compofition, cnetaphyfically analyfed, 
and to render his refcarcbes more and more obfeure, by the ab- 
ftra£t terms and fcholaftic phrafeology in which they are con- 
veyed to the. Reader. There are, however, in this long Me- 
moir, many ingenious thoughts, and fevcral interefting views 
of human nature, human fociety, and human policy ; but they 
are covered with a mill of verbofity, which it is not eafy to 

S 'erce or to diftipate. 

Lbm.1V. Concerning Eloquence* Firjl Memoir. By M. BorrelJy. 
The ingenious Academician propofes, in this difeourfe, to 
poane$ all the principles of the art of oratory into a fyftera, 
and ta prefent them in fiich a manner, as that the intelligent 
Reader may himlelf fupply the detail’ into which he does not 
enter*. He confiders, in \ he art of oratory, four principal ob- 
jects, Eloquence, the Orator , Rhetoric , and the Oration. Accord- 
ing to him, eloquence is the talent that Nature adminifters (or 
forming the oration, and which art can never produce, but 
mud always prefuppofe. The orator is the perfon who is born 
with this talent. Rhetoric is the art or celle&ion of rules and 
principles by which this talent is formed and improved ; and the 
oration is the objefi of rhofe precepts which art adminifters to 
afE&the talent in obtaining its end, evidence and perfoafion. 

As language exifted before grammar, fo did eloquence pre- 
cede rhetoric* The origin of eloquence is traced by our Au- 
thor to that early period of human fociety, when the fpirit of 
felf-intereftand ambition engendered diiTenftofis and crimes ; and 
it became neceflaxy to animate and perfuade men to undertake 
.the defence of liberty and juftice, and unite in the caufc of 
•opprefled innocence. Eloquence then became a neceflary art; 
but it derived its chief improvement and perfection from poetry. 
One common bond conne&s thefe arts; they are directed by 
.the fame principles. Poetry lends her ornaments to eloquence, 
-and eloquence communicates, her good fenft to poetry ; fo that the 
perfection of thefe two arts refu Its from the mixture of their 
refpe&ive qualities in each. The lines of refemblance that 
characterize them, are pointed out by our Academician with 
•great elegance and judgment in a beautiful parallel, in which 
their. influence on each other is moft happily and accurately de- 
Jcribed. And from hence he proceeds to (hew, that it is true 
in fa£t, that the moft eminent orators are poets in their dif- 
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courfes, as the moft celebrated poets, are orators in their poems* 
The principles of eloquence were not reduced to a feries of 
rules, until poetry had been crowned with the greateft fuccefs 
andapplaufe; and Herodotus, Hoc-rates; Demofthenes, Efchi- 
nus, and Plato, owed their improvement and their glory t<* 
Homer. * 

The description which M. Borelly gives of the utility of elo- 
quence, and of the abufes by which it has been unhappily pro- 
ftituted tp' unworthy pa rpofcs, is itfelf one of the moft beauw 
tiful pieces of eloquence we have lately met with. Hi§ obser- 
vations on the prefent prevailing tafte for novelty of exprefiion* 
and an affefted refinement, as adapted to relax the nerves of 
true eloquence, are judicious and true. 

The rhetoricians, in their definitions of eloquence, have af- 
moflr all confined 'it to the art of persuading 5 but there are many 
paflages in the difepurfes of the greateft orators; that are not 
defigned to prove any thing, and are neverthelefs truly elo- 
quent, as they excite the Warrrveft and moft lively emotion In 
the heart. Our Author, therefore, gives a more general* idea 
of eloquence, when > he defines it, as * the power of tranf- 
mitting with rapidity and energy into the hearts of others* the 
lively feelings that pafs in Our own/ He points out *h fee kinds 
of eloquence, the fimph, the temperate , and the fublime ; whofe 
refpe&ive cbara&crs and qualities he deferibes with the utmoft 
precifion and accuracy. He points out the fubjefts to which 
thefe three kinds of eloquence are ftiited ; but obferves, that 
there ace few difeourfes of any confiderable length in -which 
they may not be all employed in their turns, provided that kind 
predominates which more immediately belongs to the fubjetSf, 
and is moll fuited to the general tone of the piece. 

After this, the Academician deferibes thegerme from whence 
eloquence fhoots forth, even that exquiftte fenfibilky which 
makes the mind feel , with warmth and energy, the charms of 
what is true , great , and goad. He then confide rs the eloquence 
of the facred writings, deferibes the majefty a*nd importance of 
the objedts by which it is animated, a no the grand fimplicity 
with which it exprefles their nature and charafters. * The 
expreftions and images (fays he) employed by the faered writers, 
are never pompous and brilliant, but when the grandeur and 
elevation of the objects deferibed, draw naturally and neceflarily 
after them an inevitable fplendor and magnificence of ftyle.’ 

The kinds of eloquence that the ftatefman, the general, the 
lawyer, the minifters of religion, are obliged to cultivate and 
difplay in their Tfifpe&ive ftatiorts, are judieioufly pointed out 
by M. Borelly; and the various and efTential characters of per- 
fe cl oration, are laid down with great aedtracy and tifte>-We 
quit this excellent Memoir with Regret. 

. * ~ Art* 
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Art. III. 

Nom itaux Mmoirts , lAc.— New Memoires of the Royal Academy of 
Sciences and Belles Lettres of Berlin, for the Year 1 773. Vol. IV. 
4to. Berlin. Vofs. 1774. 

Experimental Philosophy. 

Mem. I. Concerning the real Metallic Parts of Magnetic . By 
* M. Margraff. 

T HIS foffil is now well known in England, and its medical 
virtues are much celebffeted. By its weight, and appear- 
ance, cbymifts have been led to think, that it contains a certain 
quantity of metallic particles ; but the kind of metal has not 
yet been afeertained, though it is commonly fuppofed to be 
iron. This is the opinion of Gellert % Bromel> IVallerius, and 
feveral other German chemifts ; it is, however, rejeded by the 
learned Mr. Pott, and by the Author of this Memoir, who, by 
a long courfe of experiments, has carefully analyfed this fub- 
ftance, and is inclined to think, that the fmall number of metal- 
lic particles it contains, are of the nature of copper. He pro- 
pofes to examine this matter farther, and to continue his 
experiments for that purpofe. 

Mem. II. An Effay on the Natural Hijlory of Mojfes . By 
M. Gleditfch. See p. 534. Mem. ill. 

This is a very curious and circumftantial account of the pro- 
perties of Mofs, and of its remarkable utility in contributing 
to the growth of plants and trees of various kinds. 

Mem. JII. A Dijfertation on a Phenomenon of Nature , in the 
Animal Kingdom . By M. de Francheville. 

This phenomenon is a white crow , that was killed at Potf- 
dam, on which the Academician difplays much learning, and 
makes feveral obfervations ; but whether he means to be ferious 
or ludicrous, we cannot tell : in either cafe his produ&ion is 
infipid. 

Mem. IV. Concerning the Cotiflruftion of a BaUiJlick Scale* By 
M. Lambert. 

Mem. V. Relative to Natural Philofopby • By the fame. 
Thefe obfervations regard ift, The height of lightning ; adly. 
The height and velocity of the clouds ; 3dly, A certain light 
of the moon, which the French call cendree y or afh-coloured. 
Mem. VI. An Inquiry concerning the Variations of the Barometer • 
By M. Beguelin. 

The excellent work of M. de Luc y contains a full refuta- 
tion of all the hypothefes invented, during the laft century, and 
even in the prefent, to explain the variations of the barometer. 
This our Academician acknowledges, and he offers the juft 
tribute of applaufe to that diligent, learned, and ingenious 
Author. Bu t at the fame time he declares frorfy, that M. de 
3 Luc’s 
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Luc’s folution of the problem did not anfwer his expe&ations. 
The fuppofition, on which his explication of the variations in 
queftion is founded (viz. that a column of air, loaded with 
vapours is lighter than acolumn of pure air of equal bulk), 
appears unplaufible to M. Beguelin. Nor does he at all relifh 
the two following aflertions of M. de Luc : c Firft, that the 
denfity of air is the immediate and only caufe that fupports the 
mercury 5 2d, that the more the air is elaftic, the lefs does it 
prefs and weigh upon its bafe ; and that the caufe which wea- 
kens th e elafticity of the air, if it does not, at the fame time, 
diminifli its fpecific gravity, muft make the mercury rife in the 
barometer. 9 Our Academician, however, does not propofe, 
in the prefent Memoir, to enter into a formal refutation of thefe 
opinions; he only means to throw upon paper fome ideas 
relative to this matter, which had formerly occupied him at dif- 
ferent times, but which he had afterwards negle£ted ; becaufe 
he could not deduce from them all the phenomena of the 
barometer. 

The vertical column of the atmofphere, which forms zn equi- 
librium with that of the mercury, may vary either by a change 
in its elafticity , or by a change in its weight. A change in the 
latter muft neceflarily produce a variation in the height of the 
barometer; and therefore, according to our Author, one of the 
firft inquiries here ought to be, what are the caufes or circum- 
ftances that contribute to increafe or diminifh the weight of the 
atmofphere ? for thefe being known, we (hall have fo many 
caufes of the variation of the barometer. 

The influence of a change in the elafticity of the parts of the 
atmofphere, upon the rifing or falling of the barometer, is not 
precifely ascertained. Some philofophers have denied all in- 
fluence of this kind, alleging, that the mercury rifes only in 
proportion to the weight of the impending column of air; and 
that a change of elafticity in the parts of this column does not 
produce any alteration in the fpecific gravity of thefe parts. 
Our Academician is not of this opinion : he thinks that a new 
preflfure, produced upon the mercury, by the elafticity of the 
air, may be equivalent to an augmentation in the weight of the 
column, and he anfwers ingenioufly (by a feries of calculations 
unfufceptible of abridgment) the obje&ion that may be 
brought againft this influence of elafticity, from the following 
confideration, that the upper part of the column of air being 
free, and not bearing upon any thing that ftops its couffe (as 
the earth fupports its lower part), the fuppofed preflure, arifing 
from elafticity, cannot produce its proper effe&. 

The refult of M. Beguetin’s difquifitions is, that the variation 
ef the whole mafs of the atmofphere, and the variation of the 

fpring. 
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ipring, or el^fticity in a part of that mafs, are the two general 
caufes of the variations of the barometer. When thefe two 
caufes increafe together, or diminifh together, the effe&s are 
evident; but 'when the mafs augments, and the elafticity ditnj- 
flifhes in a part pf the column, pr vice verfa, then the mercury 
muff either rife a little, or defeend in a finall degree, or remain 
fixed, according as one of thefe caufes prevails, or counterads 
the other. 

M. Beguelip confiders the changes that dilatation and con* 
flenfation produce in the mafs and elafticity, or fpring of the 
air, and the immediate fources from whence this dilatation and 
Condenfation proceed ; but the primitive caufes, .which affed 
and modify the fpring and mafs of a portion of the atmofphere 
of a confiderable extent, whether horizontal or vertical, de- 
fence particular attention. Thefe caufes, which are heat, cold, 
drynefs, and moifture, with their different combinations, and 
their various effefls, will be largely treated in another me- 


moir. 

Mem. VII. Extract of Meteorological ObfervMions , made at Berlin^ 
in 1773. By Beguelio. 

Mathematics. 

Mem.T A new Solution of the Problem of the Circular Motion, 
cr Rotation of a. Body of any given Figure , which is not fuondei 
by an accelerating Force . By M. de la Grange. 

Tbiacurious and mod difficult problem was folved by Me/I rs ? 
Euler and D’Alembert, feveral years ago'; their folutiens, 
tboqgh different as to the method, are both /bunded on the me- 
chanical confideration of the rotation of a body about a move- 
able axi s, and they fuppofe the knowledge of the pofition of its 
three axes of uniform rotation. M. la Grange* however, 
thinks that, the problem, confidered in itfclf, js fufceptible of a 
direfi folution, without regarding the properties of thq axis of 
rotation; properties which it is not eafy to dempntlrate, and 
which ought rather to be confidered as confequcnces of the 
folutipn in queffion, than as its principle or foundation. * In 
effedt, fays fie, if we fuppofe a fyftem, compofed of an indefi- 
nite number of bodies, confidered as points^ and con neQed in 
fuch a manner, that their reciprocal difiances remain always 
the fame ;, and if we inquire into the movement of this fyftem, 
in confequence of any impulfion it may have received, this in- 
quiry muff be direfled by the ordinary principles of mechanics^ 
and requires no other fuccours, than thefe which the analytic^ 
method furnifhes.! M. la Grange accordingly attempt, in thif 
Memoir., a dire& and merely analytical folution of the problem 
under confideration ; and thinks he has found out a.metfiod^ 
not only Angular, but entirely new, oF furmounting the difficult 
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tfes thkt accompany tfiis undferBftcirig ; a method rthlOhj he 
hopes, will contribute to the advancement of mathematical; 
fdence. 'i\ \\ 

Mem. II. Concerning the Attraction of Elliptical $ fherbids, By 

the fame. 

The learned Academician applies here again the algebraical 
analyfis to the folution of a problem, for .which it has generally 
appeared to be, in fome toeafure, infufficient, and iri which 
the geometrical method of the ancients (commonly, though im- 
properly, called Synthejis) has beeu employed on acCouutt>f its 
perfpicuity, and of the elegance ahd facility of the fold irons it 
furnifliei. The problem is, * to determine the attra£Hon f 
Which an elliptical fpheroid exercifes upon any point placed on 
itsfurface, or in its interior parts.* M. la Grange admires. tho 
lolution which Mr. Madaurin gave of this problem, in hit? 
btfferfation on the Ebbing and Flowing of the Sea, which obtained 
the prize propofed by the Academy of Sciences of Paris in 1746^ 
and in which that great man followed a geometrical method* 
entirely founded on tome properties of the ellipfis, and of ellip- 
tical fpherolds : he confiders this folation as a mafter-piece of 
geometry, equal to any df the prod u& iOns of Archimedes 5 bqt 
he is furprifed that a problem of fucH importance has not been 
fefolved fihce that time, rn a method more dire£t and analytic 
Cal : and the prefent Memoir is deflgned to fupply this defeft. 
Mem. III. Analytical Solutions of certain Problems , relating t$ TrU 
t ' * angular Pyramids i By the fame. 

Thd fpirit that animated the two preceding Memoirs prefidc$ 
alto in this ; and M. de la Grahge fnews here, with what faci- 
lity and fuccefs the algebraic method may be employed ’ifi cafes 
fhat fedm more peculiarly t6 bcl'oftg to the province of geome- 
try. The problems, that ate folved in this Memoir, relate to 
^he manner of finding the tor fade, tolidity, the Spheres, the 
centre of gravity, &c. df evefy ‘triangular pyratriid, of which 
^he fix ftdes are known. By the ftdes the Author means tne 
fines (hat are formed by ttte ftitfetlhg bf the planes that compofe 
the pyramid. 

Mem. IV. AComparifcn of fome iniient Obfervxticns of the Moon % 
with the Tobies of Mayer. By John Bernoulli!. 

Mr. Dunthorn’e having compared, with his Lunar Tables, 
the places dftfiemoon, taken from feven obferrations of cclipfes, 
fome of which are of ancient dite, was led by the refult ofthi$ 
comparifon to imagine, that there may have been "an accelera- 
tion of in the nvoony and that it may be confequcntly 

neceflary to introduce a fecular equation into the tables *. 
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• See Phil. Tranfa£Hon» 1747— 1749. - . 
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This induced M. Bernouilli to examine this matter at great 
length, and with uncommon accuracy $ and bis refearches will, 
ho doubt, be received with pleafure by all the lovers of aftrono- 
mv, and furnilh conclufions of a very interefting nature. * 
M£M. V. Solution of fome Problems t which are adapted to ren - 
; der more eafy and extenfsve the Ufe of the Rhomboidal Reticulum . 
By the fame. 

Mem. VI. An Inquiry concerning triangular Numbers relative 
to the general Theorem of fifr* Fermat concerning Polygonal Num- 
bers. By M. Beguelin. 

Mem. VII. Refult of an Inquiry into the Irregularities of the 
Motion of Saturn and Jupiter . By M. Lambert. 

Mem. VIII. An Effay concerning the Theory of a Satellite of Venus* 
By the fame. 

F. Hell, the celebrated aftronomer of Vienna, has induced 
fome to fufpeft that this fatellite may*be nothing more than 
an optical illufion,an image formed by the reflexion of the rays 
on the cornea of the eye, and on the furface of the eye glafs, 
whofe concavity is turned towards it. M. Lambert pleads the 
caufe of its fatellite, and endeavours to afeertain its exiftence, 
and to fix the theory. But the obfervations hitherto made, are 
not fufEcient to give this theory a fatisfa&oTy degree of evidence 
and folidity. Befide, after all, our Academician's attempt is a 
matter of mere curiofity; for the fatellite being fo little vifibJe, 
Its occultations in the lhadow of Venus will never be of much 
ufe: they are alfo of a fhort duration, and can happen but 
rarely, on- account of the great inclination of the orbit. On 
the other hand, the lhadow, which the fatellite calls upon Ve- 
nus, is but a very feeble penumbra $ for the inhabitants of that 
planet fee their fatellite under an angle of 14.^ minutes, while 
the diameter of the fun appears to them under an angle of 44 
minutes. The light of the day is therefore only diminilhed a 
one-tenth part by this penumbra, which is next to nothing, in 
a light fuch as that of the fun. Thus the fatellite is not only 
concealed almolt always from our view, but it alfo conceals 
from us even the veftiges of its progrefs. 

MEM. IX. A direft Method to determine Refractions , to knew 
whether they are in the fame Quantity, Northward and South- 
ward , at the fame Height above the Horizon , and whether the 
Variations they undergo , in confluence of the different Tempera- 
ture of the Air y are uniform . By M. Caffini de Thury. 

Mem. X. Arithmetical Refearches . By M. de la Grange. 

Speculative Philosophy. 

Mem. I. An Effay on Recreations . By Mr. Formey. 

There is nothing very fpeculative in this eflay. It is a ptaki 
ftofible difeourfc, that may have been preached , for ought we 

know , 
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know; and which points out, very properly, the neceffity, 
choice, and degree, of recreations. 

II. Examination of the following QyeJlion % “ Whither all 

Succeffton implies necejfarily a Beginning” By M. Cochius. 

This is fpeculative with a witnefs ; and the profound meta* 
phyfical difcuffion into which the acute Academician enters on 
this knotty fubjeft, would fufFer by an abridgment : as the fub* 
je& however is curious, we (hall give Tome idea of his manner 
of treating it, and of the principles on which his reafonings are 
founded. 

At the firft propofal of this queftion, it is natural to anfwer 
it in the affirmative, from a common notion that there mud be 
a beginning in every feries ; a notion alfo which obfervation 
feems to ftrengthen. We can eaiily fuppofe a fucceffion with- 
out end\ but we cannot well imagine a fucceffion without a 
commencement : and when we cannot arife to the firft link of a 
chain or feries, we attribute this to the imperfe&ion of our 
views, and to the limits of our underftanding. 

That a fucceffion of beings, or things, may have a beginning 
is true, in a certain point of view ; but the queftion here pro- 
pofed and examined is, if all fucceffion muft have a beginning, 
or, in other words, if the idea of a term , before which theie 
was nothing, be infeparable from the idea of fucceffion. 

After having (hewn largely that the conclufions ufually de- 
rived from induction and analogy do not determine this intricate 
queftion with any degree of certainty or evidence, our Acade- 
mician obferves, that if we can form any poffible and intelligi- , 
ble hypotheiis of a fucceffion of beings, without an initial 
//rot, this will, at leaft, furnifh a preemption, that it is not 
univcrfally true, that all fucceffion fuppofes, in its idea, a com- 
mencement of exiftence: now fuch an hypothefis he gives us in 
the following words : 4 ift, fuppofe a force tending to, or ex- 
erted for, the produ&ion of a fucceffion of beings ; and, adly, 
that force fufficient to effeft it, and not oppofed by any refin- 
ance ; and, 3dly, that force necejfarily exiftent .* By the two 
firft of thefe fuppofitions, the effect of this force is fucceffion ; 
and, by the third, this fucceffion is without a beginning, as 
the Author endeavours to (hew by the following illuftration. 

We muft confider the beings, which enter as links or parts 
in any fucceffion, as contingent ; but a contingent fucceffive be- 
ing fuppofes a preceding one (to account for its exiftence), and 
this again a preceding one, which makes us retrograde till we 
come to a being who exifts neceffarily. Now there is no term 
by which either the exiftence, or aflion of fuch a being com- 
mences ; for if there were a firft aflion in that being, he would 
not be immutable , as a paflage from ina&ion to a&ion implies a 
change in the internal nature and conftitution of the agent, a 
. App. Rev, Vpl, liii, P p mod\fica - 
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modification, which takes place at the moment of the adion, and 
did not exift before. Therefore, whatever is neceflarily ex- 
iftent, being thereby immutable, has been always ading, or will 
never afl> and thus fucceflion exifts (not without a caufe), but 
without a beginning; thus infinite fucceflion is not impoffible, 
nay, if fucceflion be conceived as the eff eft of the a&ion of a 
neceflarily-cxifting caufe, it cannot have had any beginning; its 
principle is a being, to whofe nature all idea of commence- 
ment, or termination, is heterogeneous and contradi&ory. 

This necefiary caufe icmains always the fame ; the members, 
only, or links of the fucceflion, change ; as the principle of heat 
remains the fame, while its operation makes the fap of the tree 
to circulate, and fwcll the buds, the buds to put forth flowers, 
and the flowers to produce fruit. Nor do the changing relations 
of fucceflive beings, produce a change in the felf-exiftent being, 
any more than the revolution of a movable point around a fixed 
one (which appears fometimes below, and fometimes above it) 
afteds the famenefs and uniformity of the latter ; and thus the 
nccelTary, indeftructible, and unchangeable caufe may co-exift 
with fucceflion, wiihout being fubjedt to change. 

Thefe are fome of the principal ideas that enter into this gen- 
tleman’s reafoning; and the Reader will pcrceivfc the Arifto- 
telian hypothefis, concerning the eternity of the univerfe, re- 
vived in this Memoir, or at lead evidently deducible from the 
principles it contains. This is fo true, that among feveral 
objections, which our Academician forefaw would be raifed 
againft his dofirinc, and which he confiders and examines with 
great tubtilty and depth of argumertt (particularly that drawn 
from the idea of number), we find the following one, which 
we (ball mention in the Author’s own words, and annex the 
J fubftance of his anfwer, as it relates to a matter of curious 
fpeculation. 

The objc&ion runs thus: The foul y in proportion as it exerts 
its faculties , acquires habits — it learns to perceive with snore facility , 
to judge with more accuracy , and of confequence , it gradually goes on 
towards perfection. But this exercife , and this improvement having 
continued \ during the whole of the exi/lence of the foul, and that 
exijience (according to the reafoning of the Academician) having 
hadx o BEGINNING, we ought to have already attained to A1.L that 
perfection of which we are capable . This, however , is not the 
caje — our faculties are yet Jufceptible of much higher degrees of im- 
provement and perfection : — therefore we have not extreifed them 
always , and , confequently , have not pa£ed through an infinite dura- 
tion , or a duration without a commencement . To this fpecxous 
objection, M. Cochius anfwers, firft, by a general obfervation, 
relative to our improvement and duration, taken from the pro- 
greflion ad infinitum of the curve with its afytnprote, which is 

defigned 
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4 dcfijjned to {hew, Chat, even on the fu^pofitioti of a perpetual 
Increase in perfefiion, we can nevtr arrive at all that perfection 
of which we are capable. The faCt may be true ; but the probf 
.pr^fents nothing to us but darknefi viftbie . — Our Author’s more 
' particular anfwer to the objection is lefs obfcure, but not much 
more fatisfaCtory. * 

The obferyation (fays he) that the foul improves its nature bjr 
the .exercife of its faculties, being made upbn the matt, confi 
dered as a concrete , cannot be applied to the Joul of man alone, 
abftrafledly from the body. It is true, that man has exercifed 
his faculties fince his exiftence ; but the exiftence of man is no t 
without a beginning; it commenced with his birth. Befides, 
r if man makes a progrefs ; he alfo, after a certain term, begins 
to decline, and old age annihilates all the improvement, and all 
the advantages, that can arife fropi the longeft, and the moft 
afliuuous exercife and efforts. 

The body (continues our Author) is to the foul , what the 
infirument h to the artijl. The beft mufician will riot delight 
us with the pleafures of harmony, if the inffrument he employs 
is defeflive or ill-tuned. The difcord here proceeds not from 
the mufician, hut from the inffrument; for though it be the 
former who afts, yet he cannot produce an effeCt, which the 
latter wifi not admit of. Inftead, therefore, of blaming the 
, muffcian, we get the inffrument put into tune. In like man- 
ner, in thofe difeafes, which affeft and diforder the reafoning 
faculty, we have rccourfe to phyffcal remedies, and not to the 
fuccQurs of logic. 

The foul, abftraCtly confidered (fays Mr. C. again), is ai- 
rways the fame, like the main fpring of a watch; the fpring 
fets it in motion; but its motion is, neverthelefs, determined 
mid modified by the conftruCtion of the machine. In the fame 
manner, the operations of the foul, the vigour of its faculties, 
the degree of its penetration and aCtivity, depend partly on its 
.pwn will and exertions, and partly on the organization and 
conffitution of the body. If the body had always exifted, and 
had been capable of increafe in that kind of perfection that is 
favourable to the exertion and improvement of our intellectual 
and moral powers, we {hould certainly be, by this time, 
much farther advanced towards felicity and perfection, than we 
are at prefen t. 

Mem. III. A Second EJfay on Taxeometry , or the Method of mea* 
faring Order , By M. Lambert. 
r Th$ Author, in this elaborate and ingenious piece, (hews 
how the mind is affeCted by the different degrees of fymmetry, 
and the proper mixture of uniformity arid variety, that are 
ebfervable in certain arrangements. The piece is curious, and 
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prefents good materials for a theory of beauty 5 but it is not 
iiifceptible of abridgment. 

Belles Lettres, 

Mem* I. A Continuation of the Analytical Examination of the 
Univerfal Grammar of Mr* Beauzee. By M. Thiebaulc# 

Mem. II. Concerning Pronunciation • By the fame. 

Mem. III. Sjusjlions to be Refolved* By the lame. 

Thefe queftions are, ift, what difference is there between 
the knowledge of words , and the knowledge of things ? adly, 
which of thefe two branches of knowledge is the moft impor- 
tant? 3dly, what conclufsons, relative to education, maybe 
drawn from the two preceding queftions ? In propofing thefe 
queftions, M. Thiebault prepares for their folution, by feveral 
judicious obfervations. 

Mem. IV. Concerning a Jmgular Contrariety in the Laws of Poe- 
tical Harmony • By Mr. Bitaube. 

The meeting of two vowels, at the end of one word, and 
the beginning of another, is pointed out by Boileau, as a thing 
to be avoided in French poetry, while Aulus Gellius confiders 
this as a beauty in the Greek and Latin poets $ and Cicero, be- 
fore him, formed the fame judgment. The caufe of this con- 
trariety of judgment is, according to Mr. Bitaube, the different 
pronunciation, and genius of thefe languages. 

Mem. V. Concerning the Philofopby of Ht/iory. By Mr# 1 

Weguelm. 

This is the third 9 Memoir on the fiibjed, in which the 
learned Philofopber is ftill more obfcure and intricate than in 
the preceding ones. To decypher thefe fifty pages is therefore 
an undertaking too arduous for a plain Reviewer, who does not 
pretend to fee in the dark. 

MEM. IV . Concerning the Cujlom of propojing Riddles , to befohei^ 
and its Objeryation , both by Ancients and Modems . By Don 
Pernctty. 

In this Memoir, in which there is more erudition and labour, 
than accuracy and order, we learn that, among the ancients, 
the Egyptians, Phenicians, Hebrews, Greeks, and other 
civilized nations, conveyed truths of all kinds under the cover 
of riddles, hieroglyphics, and fymbols: that the learned, or 
the heads of thefe nations, followed this pra&ice, either through 
Angularity of tafte, or to give a certain air of importance and 
folemnity to their difeourfes, or to make an oftentatious difplay 
of their inventive genius and fubtility, or to conceal from the 
people the fecrets both of fcience and government, and to 
maintain their own importance by keeping thefe hidden trea- j 


9 See Appendix to Vol. lii. p. 584. 
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furea in their own hands, and covering them with a veil of 
myftery, that rendered them doubly the objeds of ignorant 
and fuperftitiotis veneration. Some of thefe motives, and perhaps 
all of them, jointly occaiioned the invention, and perpetuated 
the ufe of enigmatical and fymbolical erudition, according to 
Dorn Pernetty ; and modern Rome, if we are not miftaken, 
has known how to avail itfelf of this manner of keeping the 
multitude in fubjedion, as well as ancient Egypt.— The Aca- 
demician pou!% forth a treafure of well-known erudition and trite 
reflexions on this fubjed, pafles in review the charaders and 
courts of Hermes Trifmegiftus, Solomon, and the queen of 
Sheba, and marks the period (even the conqaefts of Cambyfes 
In Egypt) when the Egyptian arts, fciences, and fymbols were 
carried into Greece and elfewhere by the fcattered priefts, and 
laid the foundation for thofe fuperftitious abfurdities, that over* 
flowed the earth for fo many ages, and are not yet entirely 
effaced. He (hews that God, and his attributes. Nature, and 
her operations, were often the fecret and fublime objects of thefe 
enigmatical fidions. He points out the neceffity of diftinguifli- 
ing four forts of enigmatical, or hieroglyphical writing, in 
order to come at the true knowledge of the wifdom and feience 
of the Egyptians : he explains the do&tine of the tranfmigration , 
as Pythagoras derived it from the Egyptians, the nature of the 
famous fpbinxy which he confiders as the riddle itfelf or the 
{ymbol of the riddle, which it is faid to have propofed. He 
{news the ufe made of riddles at the convivial meetings of the 
ancients ; but fays little or nothing of the place they hold in 
modern times, in the fcale of wit and pleafure. 

Mem. VII. Concerning, the Means that are adapted to make tbi 
ufeful Arts JlouriJhin a State . By Mr. Borrelly. 

This piece contains a beautiful panegyric on the ufeful arts, 
wife obfervations on the honours and recompence they deferve, 
and the plan of an academy for their encouragement and im- 
provement. 

Mem. VIII. Concerning the Method of proceeding in developing 

the Powers and Faculties of the Human Mind . By the fame. 

Many defeds in the ufual plans of education are here pointed 
out $ the preceptor, the govemefs, and the public fchools, are 
fomewhat hardly treated j but, at the fame time, all inftrudors, 
both public and private, will find ingenious, ufeful, and folid 
advice in this Memoir. 
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Art. IV. 

Jliftmrt de VAcadmie Royale des Infcriftlons it Belles Lit t res , fee* — Th# 
Hiftory of the Royal Academy of Infcriptions and Belies Let- 
tres, together with Memoirs of Literature, taken' from the Re- 
gifters of that Academy, from the Year 1767 to 1769 inclufive. 
VoL XXXVI 4to. Paris. 1774. 

A Great mixture of barren philology, with ufeful and ele- 
gant inveftigation, continues to diftinguifti tbefe learned 
academical volumes. The one, now before us, opens with a 
difgufting panegyric on the King of Denmark, who was prefent 
at the meeting of the Academy in 1 768, and whole moral 
and intclle&ual portrait, without any fort of refemblance, is 
tranfmitted to poftcrity in thefe facred archives of learning, and 
will only ferve to throw new clouds of uncertainty upon the 
faith of hiftory. We do not fpeak here of the intention of 
Meflieurs Le Beau and Dupuy j we only mean to obferve what 
muff be the natural and necedary eftedts of their courtly elo- 
quence. 

The bjftorical part of this volume contains twenty artides, 
which we {hall indicate fucceflively : > 

Objnvatiom on a Cornelian Antique in the Collision of the Duke 

of Orleans . 

Obferyation on an Jmethyfl, in the fame Colle< 9 ion. 

Thefe obfervations are the refult of the learned refearchcs of 
the Abbe Belley. The cornelian is a beautiful gem of mod 
curious workmanfbip, reprefenting on one fide a head of the 
fun crowned with rays, furnifhed with wing? Where the Cbcul- 
ders begin, and a cornucopia, and furrounded by feveral figns of 
the zodiac ; on the other fide is an owl fitting upon a harp. 
The infcription is TTXH npHTOr. KOAOXSAI. Mr, 
Belley is of opinion, that the inhabitants of the city of ColofTe, 
in Phrygia, had this monument engraven in honour of their 
tutelary divinities. The figures of this antique, and the ob- 
fervations of the Academician, make together a relilhing morftl 
for the antiquarians.— The amethyft represents the head of 
Magas the fon of Berenice, (whofe hiftory we have in Pau- 
fanias) who was fent by his ftepfather, Ptolemy Soter, to reduce 
the rebellious Cyrenians, and afterwards became tbeir king by 
ufurpation. This ftone is of Cyrenian workmanfcip, and is 
{ingularly precious, as the inhabitants of that Lybian city (which 
were a Grecian colony) excelled in the art of engraving on 
gems. The plant called ftipbium , which is reprefented on this 
gem, and placed before the head, leads Mr. Belley into a long 
and learned difquifition, to which we refer the curious reader. 

• For our accounts of vols. 34 and 35, fee Appendix to our 48th 
volume. 

A Me- 
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A Memoir concerning the Corruption of the Romans , and the Caufet 
of the Civil IV ar between Cafar and Pompey . By M. Burignj. 
It is well known that the corruption of manners among the 
Romans, is principally to be dated from the ruin of Carthage, 
and was chiefly owing to the opulence and luxury, which, in 
confequence.of the. conqueft of Alia, had infedled all the orders 
of the republic. Our Academician, therefore, has employed 
his learned labour upon a fubjedt that feems quite exhaufted; 
Salluft’s introdudtion to his hiftory of Catiline’s confpiracy, has 
long fince taught the ufcful moral leflon to every fchool-boy. 
As to the caufes of the civil war between Pompey and Casfar, 
we do not think they have received any new light from our 
Author’s .account of the matter. He takes the part of the latter, 
extols his moderation, and paints his ambition in the moft 
gentle and advantageous colours. But Lucian, Cicero, and the 
general voice of hiftory, are againft Mr. Burigny in this point. 
An kijiorical Memoir concerning Eloquence among the Romans. 
Here we have again Mr. Burignv, who propofes, in this 
piece, to relate the hiftory of the origin, progrefs, and varia*- 
tions of Roman eloquence ; to mention only thofe orators whofe 
names and writings have merited immortality ; to iiluftrate fe- 
veral fadts which Cicero has not fufficiently cleared up, and to 
carry down this hiftory of Eloquence to the period when it was 
corrupted by the revolutions which took place in the Roman 
government. This plan is more interefting than its execution 
is fatisfadtory ; but furely it is too vaft for an academical 
memoir. 

Memoirs concerning the popular Errors of the Romans . By Mr. 

Burigny. 

Thefe errors were apparitions , magic, forcery, divination, ju- 
dicial aftrology, interpretation of dreams, prefages, omens, and 
prodigies of every kind.— And have not thefe, at one period or 
another, been the errors of all nations r 

A general Idea of the Geography of Htrodotus. — An Ad lit ion to 
the preceding Memoir , relative to the Account which Herodotus 
gives of the Araxis of the Meffagetes. 

Thefe two are the produdVtons of M. de la Nauze. 

Concerning the Mijlahe of Herodotus with regard to the A axis. 
By Mr. de Guignes. 

This is ,an anfwer to the preceding Memoir of M. de la 
Nauze. 

Concerning the Rivers that lore the Name of Araxis • By Mr. 

d’Anville. 

Concerning the Mcafures of the Stadium , employed by Herodotus, 
dejigned^s a Supplement to the General Idea of the Geography 
of that Writer.— T wo different Roads in the Itinerary of /into- 

P p jj. ninus , 
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ninttSf which load from PdufOtm to Heliopolis • By M. de la 
Nauze. 

A Memoir in which Mr, Burigny proves, that feveral Caufts 
which produced National Calamities in former Ages , have ceafed 
in the prefent . 

The refearches of the Academician on this delicate fubjed, 
are confined to the French nation. Among the caufes of na- 
tiona! mifery that formerly took place in France, and have now 
ceafed, he reckons the barbarous ferocity of the firft ages of 
that monarchy $— the game-laws the incurfions of barba- 
rians ; — the thunder of the Vatican in the hands of a prieftly 
tyrant, who difpofed of crowns according to his fancy, and dif- 
engaged fubjetfs from their oath of allegiance ; — the defpotifm 
and extortions of the biftiops and clergy ; — the right of waging 
private wars affumed by the nobility the divifions of the king- 
dom among the Tons of the monarch the perpetual changes 
in the (late and value of the coin ; — the want of military dif- 
cipline and fubordination the tyranny and ufurpations of the 
governors of provinces 5— religious wars, and the principles of 
perfidy and injuftice, which the Italians introduced into the 
pub!ic councils. 

Ob/'a vat ions on an ancient Manufcript containing a Collet? ion of 
Chronicles generally attributed to Fredegarius . By M. Brequigni. 
Obfervations on a geld Crown (un Ecu d'Or) of the Coin of the 
Emperor Lewis of Bavaria , refembling the gold Crowns coined in 
France under ^Philip de Valois , between 1337 and 1346. By 
the fame. 

Hijlorical Obfervations on the Origin and Reign of Ralph I. (Ro- 
dolphe) King of the Trans-jurane Burgundy , and on the Extent 
of that Kingdom. By the Baron de Zurlauben. Firft Memoir* 
Obfervations on feveral ancient Monuments , more efpecially of the 
Middle Age. By the fame* 

As dry as a chip, and as infipid. 

Obfervations on the Collet? ion , entitled , Formula Alfaucae. By 

the fame. 

Vifion of the Emperor Charles the Fat , King of France and Italy • 
By the fame. 

The hiftorical part of this volume is terminated by the eulo- 
gies of Meffieurs Hardiqn , Tercier^ Menard , and de Noinville „ 
We proceed to the Memoirs . 

JWem. I. Eighth , Ninth , Tenths and Eleventh Memoirs concerning 
the Phenicians . By the Abbe Mignot* 

The very learned and ingenious Author of thefe Memoirs , 
having employed the firjl fix in pointing out the origin of the 
Phenicians, and in giving a geographical defeription of their 
country, began in the feventh to unfold the religious principles 
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of that people, and this fubjed is continued in the volume 
now before us. 

In the Eighth Memoir, the Abbe gives us the Hifiory of the 
firfi Ract of Men , from thi Accounts of Smuboniatbon. This an- 
cient writer relates the formation of the firft man in a manner 
that is conformable enough with the account of Moles ; nor 
mull we conclude from his lilence with refped to the terrefirial 
Paradife, that the Phenicians had no knowledge of that happy 
and primitive Hate of human nature, fioce the delights of the 
garden of Eden became among them, as well as among the He- 
brews, a proverbial expreffion. The learned Academician traces 
the vefliges of this tradition relative to Eden, in the Grecian 
mythology, and in the philofophy of Plato, with erudition and 
true critical fagacity. He alfo reprefents the Greeks as borrow- 
ing from the Phenicians (who were acquainted with the million 
of angels to Abraham} the notion of their tutelary and travel- 
ling deities, and alleges the famous fable of Hyretus in the 
Fifth Book of the Fafti of Ovid, (v. 495, &c.) which has 
fuch a linking conformity with the hiltory of the Jewilh patri- 
arch, as a proof of this. He enters into a moll circumllantial 
detail to (hew the general agreement between Mofes and San- 
choniathon, and to account for fome diverfities that now and 
then diflinguilh their relations, without diferediting the narra- 
tion of either. 

The Ninth Memoir contains an account of the Origin of 
Idolatry among the Phenicians . Our Author finds the firft rife 
of idolatry among the Chaldeans, and confiders it as the con- 
fequence of their aftronomical observations. Ninus, be thinks, 
was the firft who obliged his fubje&s to worlhip fire, that pure 
and elementary fire which conllituted the nature of the fun 
and flars, according to the principles of the Chaldean philo- 
fophy, which was afterwards adopted by fome of the Grecian 
fages. The date of this change in the primitive worlhip of the 
deity, coincides with that of the birth of Abraham, and preceded, 
for more than a century, the corruption of religion in Egypt, 
which our Author dates from the reign of Syphis , or S up hi s, which 
commenced about the year 1920 before the Chriftian aera. At 
this time theCanaanites, or Phenicians, worlhipped the true God ; 
and it was not before the time of Ifaac (i. e. about the year 
1760 before Chrift) that they began to be infe&ed with idola- 
try, in confequcnce of their commerce with the Egyptians and 
Chaldeans. The difquifitions of the Abbe Mignot, on thi* 
fubje&, are learned, and mull prove interefting to the lovers 
of ancient erudition. 

The mortal gods that were adored in Phenicia employ the re- 
searches of our ingenious Academician in the Tenth Me- k 
moir. Here he begins by pointing out the fpeculations of 

a vain 


Digitized by LiOOQle 



$yo The Hyhry of thr Rofal Academy cf Infcriptions 

a. vain and vifionary pbilofophy, which led men to confides 
the liars as animated beings, to fuppofe them as (hedding be- 
nign influences on our earthy and to attribute thefe influ- 
ences to the beneficence of patriot-princes, who had afeended 
there from our globe, and who Hill retained an affedion for 
their ancient country. This our Academician looks upon as 
the origin of the worfhip of men, which he calls Anthropo - 
latry: he enumerates in the remainder of this Memoir the 
names, functions, and genealogies of thefe new deities: he 
confiders the relations or refemblanccs, which they bear to the 
divinities of the Grecians and of other nations, and to fome 
illuftrious perfons in thefe early ages, and he drinks deep at 
all the fources of information, which chronology, etymology, 
and the oriental languages afford, in order to pour light and 
evidence upon bis fuhjedf. He obferves, however, in the con- 
clufion of this Memoir , that the worfhip of this motley mul- 
titude of deities did not extinguifti, among the Egyptians and 
Phcnicians, or at leaft among their priefts, the knowledge of 
one Supreme Being and Ftrji Cauf y the producer, vivifier, and 
preferver of all things. 

From the obje&s of worfliip, the abbe Mignot proceeds to 
confider, in the Eleventh Memoir, the Nature of that religious S/r- 
vic$ which the Phcnicians paid to their Gods . The kifs^ and, when 
the obje& of worfhip was at a diftance, the JlreUb’usg cut of 
the band and killing it, the faim branch held before their 
faces while they prayed, the bowing of the hcad^ genuflexion 
and projlration , luftrations, ablutions, atperfion, change of gar- * 
meats, expiations, mufle, dancing, and Tinging of hymns, 
were the principal parts of the Phenician worfliip. Our 
learned Academician gives a particular account of the mufical 
inftruments invented by that people, and ufed in their religious 
dances. 

An Hijlorical and Critical Differtation on the Oriental Languages . 

By M. de Guignes. 

The languages that form the fubjeft of this Memoir are 
thofe of the ancient Hebrews, Egyptians, Phenicians, Syri- 
ans and Chaldeans, and thofe of the modern Arabians and 
/Ethiopians. Jnftead of entring into fruitlefs and unimpor- 
tant inquiries, which of thefe languages was the moft an- 
cient, M. de Guignes propofes to give a juft idea of each, — 
to (hew how far they refemble each other, and in wbat they 
differ, and to prove that they are, really, no more than fo 
many dialers of one general language, that was fpoken in 
the countries inhabited by thefe nations, and which underwent 
fome inconflderable alterations : as every language muft do 
that is fpoken in a great extent of country, divided into dif- 
ferent provinces. This Memoir is the fequel of a former 
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one compofed by, the fame learned Author concerning theEgyp^ 
tian and Chinefe hieroglyphics. 

A Critical Examination of thi Chinefe Annals , or a Memoir con- 
cerning the Uncertainty of the Twelve firjl Ages ' of thefe An L 
nals and of the Chinefe. Chronologf By M. de Guigrtes. 

The Author (hews in this elaborate Memoir that the Chi*, 
nefe annals are far from being an uninterrupted, cifcumftan*. 
tial feries of hiftorical fads, from the commencement of that 
empire to the prefenf time, fined the duration of the reighfc 
of the earlier monarchs is nor determined with that degrefe 
of precifion, which fome have fuppofed, and the Chinefe chro*. 
nologifts are as "much" divided in their opinions ori that head** 
as we are concerning the duration of the ancient empires. * 
An EJfay concerning the Chinefe Literature in general , and more 
particularly the Hiflofiam of China , and the Study of its Hif- 
tory . By M. de Guignes. 

The Chinefe range all their works, of literature into fotrtr 
claties. The firft is the clafs of TwW, or the facred books, 
yrhicli contain the principles of the Chinefe religion, mora^» 
lity, and government, and federal curious and ohfeu re records, 
relative to thefe important fubje&s. Hiftory forms a clafe 
apart, yet, in this firft clafs,* there are placed fome hiftorical 
monuments on account of their' relation to religion and 
vernment, 4 and among others the Tekun tficou, a Work of Con- 
fucius, which cohtains the annals of twelve Kirigs of Low, 
the native country of that illuftrious fbge. — The fecond clafs 
•is that of, the Su or Che , that is, of hiftory and the hifto- 
rians. — The third clafs, called Tfu or Tfe comprehends phi- 
lofophy and the philofophers, dnd contains all the Works of 
theChinefe literati, the productions alfo of foreign fe&s and 
religions, which the Chinefe dorifider 6nfy in the light of 
philosophical opinion^, and all books rc!at?v£ to mathema- 
tics, aftronomy, pbyfic, military fcience, the aft of divina- 
tion, agriculture, and the arts and fcienceif irt general. 1 THe 
fourth clafs is called Tele or Mfcellanies , ahd Contains all tffe 
poetical books of the Chinefe, their pieces of eloquence, their 
fongs, romances, tragedies and comedies. 

Our Author employs his refearches and obfertatlons chiefly 
upon the hiftorians of Chfna, and the ftudy of its ancieht 
hiftory. The Chinefe pretend, that their hiftory h^s been 
compofed with the litmoft care and induftry frdih the mdft 
remote antiquity. The emperor and the tributary princes hid 
always their public hiftorians, whofe productions were as rhueh 
leiTons of morality, as narrations of facts. ' M; de Guignfcs 
points out the ftriking refemblance that there is between tfae 
manner of their compofition and that of the Egyptian hif- 
tories ; and this is a new argument in favour of his darling hy- 
pothecs. 
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pothefis. — But the greateft part of the ancient hiftory of the 
Chinefe is loft. This our Author accounts for, from the ci- 
vil wars, that broke out towards the conclufion of the third 
Dynafty, but more efpecially from the violent measures of the 
emperor Cbi~boang*ti 9 who, in the year 2x3 before {he Chri- 
ftian sera, ordered all the hiftorical books and records, which 
contained the fundamental laws and principles of the ancient 
government, to be burnt, that they might not be employed 
by the learned to oppofe his authority, and the changes he 
propofed to introduce into the monarchy. Four hundred Li- 
terati were burnt with their books ; vet this barbarous edi& 
had not its full efFe& ; feveral books were concealed and 
efcaped the general ruin. 

Our Author gives an interefting account of the reiteration 
of letters, and of the fearch that was made for the ancient 
books and records of hiftory after this period, as alfo of the 
authors, who, at different times, employed their pens in com- 
pofing the hiftory of the Chinefe empire. From this account 
it appears, that much attention and induftry has been em- 
ployed, by the learned Chinefe, upon this objed $ but it ap- 
pears alfo that, notwithftanding all the pains they have taken, 
their authentic hiftorical fources, for the times anterior to the 
year 200 before Chrift, are very few, and that they are ftiH 
in fmaller number for more remote periods. But iince the 
reftoration of letters, the hiftory of China, which is grown 
immenfely voluminous, is, in the judgment of M. deGuignes, 
fuperior to that of all other nations. 

A Philological and Critical Dijprtation concerning the Vowels $ f 

tbe Hebrew Tongue % and of the Oriental Languages , which art 

intimately connected with it. By M. Dupuy. 

While the learned were difputing, in the laft century, gbout 
the origin and antiquity of the t towel-paints in the Hebrew 
language, an hypothecs was ftarted which was adopted by 
both of the contending parties, and grew in credit in fuc- 
ceeding times# This hypothefis is, that before the ufc of the 
vowel-points had been introduced by the MaJJorets , there were 
certain letters of tbe Hebrew alphabet, which, though con- 
iidered as confonants by the generality of grammarians, 
were formerly made ufeof as real vowels in the facred text. 
Mr. Dupuy combats this current opinion with great erudi- 
tion and critical (agacity, but acknowledges, however, that 
before the invention of the vowel-points there were certain 
figns, which, at leaft in the moft important pafikges, deter- 
mined the fenfe annexed by tbe facred writers to tbdr ex- 
preffions. 
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An Enquiry into the Nature and Origin of the Hellenifmus, or 
concerning the Religion of Greece . Mem. V. and VI. By the 
Abbe Foucber. 

The Pagan and Egyptian Theopbanies (i. e. appearances of 
deities in human forms) are largely and learnedly difeufled 
in thefe Memoirs. 

Memoirs I. II. and III. concerning the Manners of the heroic Ages. 

By M. de Rochefort. 

Thefe ages, which hold the middle rank between the fa - 
hulous and the hifiortcal , were diftinguilhed by great virtues 
and by great crimes. The pafiions, whole force and ardour 
were not then difperfed amidft a multitude of objefts, exerted 
a peculiar energy and gave a fmgular vigour to virtue, but 
alfo fometimes an enormous degree of violence to vice. The 
virtues of thefe ages were patriotifm, devotion, friendftiip, hu- 
manity, hofpitality, valour, parental and filial affedion $ thefe 
with the cuftoms, manners, and inftitutions of the period 
under confideration are circumftantially confidcred by this able 
Academician. 

This volume concludes with a Memoir of the fame writer 
entitled, General Obfervations on the State of Greece before the 
Reign of Thefeus , which is confidcred as dating the Origin of the 
Heroic Ages . Notwithftanding what has been faid or fung, 
of Thebes built by Cadmus, and Athens by Cecrops, above 
three centuries before the deftru&ion of Troy, our Acade- 
mician maintains that before the reign of Thefeus, (who lived 
about forty-one years before the Trojan war) Greece was 
almoft entirely uncivilized, and had, by no means, emerged 
from its primitive barbarifm. This he proves from the begin- 
ning of the hiftory of Thucydides, which is here tranflated, 
and accompanied with notes, by M. de Rochefort. 


Art. V. 

Hifiotre de la Querelle de Philippe de Valois et D' Edward III. continafe 
fous lours Suecejfeurs 9 See. The ffiftorv of the Quarrel between Phi- 
lip de Valois and Edward the Third, continual under their Suc- 
ceflors. By M. Gaillard of the French Academy, 121*0, 4 Vols. 
Paris, 1774. 

\\T E have here the continuation and conclufion of the hif- 
* * tory of the rivalfhip of France and England. Of the 
firft part of this ufeful and entertaining work, we gave an ac- 
count in the Appendix to the 44th vol. of our Review, and 
in the Review for Auguft 17719 to which we refer our 
readers. 

It is with pleafure we obferve that the fecond part, now be- 
fore us, does no lefs honour to the candour, abilities,' tafte, 
and judgment of the Author than the firft. Some ioftanecstof 

4 partiality 
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^partiality to h \s copntry are, it jnn/l be adtnQwledged rf to v be 
-found in it, \$ut they are not many; and favourable allow- 
ances ought, furely, to be made for them; it being fcarcepof- 
fibie, (confidering the .natural prejudices fo which writers of 
.every country are unavoidably liable*) for a Frenchman, in 
treating fuch a fubjeX, to be altogether unbia/Ied and impar- 
. tial. As to his, manner of writing, it i is pleating and lively ; 
his ftyle is clear and elegant; and bis reflexions, for the mod 
.part, judicious and , pertinent. .Above all, his love of man- 
.kind, aqd his defire to promote their moll valuable interefts 
appear in the ftrongeft light, and mud give every humane 
reader a very favourable opinion of the Author’s heart. 

We (hall infert part of the preface, which he has prefixed 

* to his fourth* volume. 

The objeX of this work, fays he, is to extinguilh national 
hatred and animofity, and to put men out of conceit with war; 
i if this enierprife is foolifb, it is, however, a gentle and butane 
folly, combating a cruel one. 

War, it is confefled, is horrible, but it is the paffions, which 
prompt and excite to war; and, the yoiceof the paflions is 
heard. We mud prove to the . paflions, therefore, if fuch a 
thing be poffible, that war never anfwers their purpofe, never 

# reaches their object ; that it may gratify the rage of hatred, 
.hut that it difappoiats the wilhes of ambition, that it betrays 

adl the intereds of policy; in a word,, that, it js as ufelefs as it 
is horrid. 

.That war, is ufelefs, is the general conclpfipn that may be 
, drawn from hidory, and it is the moral which I mean parti- 
. cularly to inculcate. If writers have not always placed t^i s 
, moral in a proper point of view, if readers have not always 
clearly perceived it in hidory, it is not becspife hif\ory does not 
clearly 4h*w it. In-order to render this moral truth ftill more 
ftriking, I fhall illuilrate and apply it in the hidory of the 
mod obflinato and fatal rivallhip that ever- took place between 
- two nations. 

As for thofe nations which only defend , themfelves, I can 

• only fay, that they. have, my favourable wj flies ; their wars are 
lawful, becaufe they are neceflary ; it is to the a^reflors, to 
the conquerors that I add refs myfelf; it i& the enemies of the 
human ipecies, who .make war from choice and from inclina- 
tion, that 1 call upon to give an account of the blood which 
they have fhed. ; Being; taught and convinced by the, experi- 
ence of alkages, L tell them plainly that war will never anfwcr 
their purpofe. 

It figures nothing to mqntiptf the temporary fuccefs of fome 
ambitious princes; permanent aud durable, fuccefs, peaceable 
pofieJ&on, areihe.objeXs of policy, and thej are objeXs which 

wax 


Digitized by 


Google 


bitween Philip de Valois and Edward III. 575 

war has never reached. Both Mftory and philofophy join if* 
fue upon this point, as I have Ihewn in the preface to the firft 
part of my work. 

But did not the Helvetic Confederacy, did not the United 
Provinces owe their liberty to war ? they -owed it to their op- 
preffors ; they only claimed that portion of liberty which is 
icvery man’s birth-right, which is granted by law in every 
country where there is law, which even defpotifm itfelf is forced 
to refpeft, and a love of which is planted in every heart by 
the hand of the Almighty. Their tyrants, while they fought 
to deprive them of this ineftimable privilege, brought them 
independence ; it was their tyrants, who were the aggreflor*, 
and it may be aficed, of what avail was the defpotiim, the ab- 
furd, the infolent defpotifm, the horrid, the wanton barbarity 
of the Auftrian governors, of Philip the Second, of the duke 
of Alba, &c. ? If all thefe tyrants were punifhed for having 
made war upon their fellow»citizens, their fubjeds, their chil- 
dren, is not the confequence favourable to peace ? 

In fitch queftions, it is neceflary to diftingutfh carefully, 
who is the real aggreflor, the real Author of the war. When 

* the patience of the human race was exhaufted by the long con- 

• tinuance of Nero’s cruelty and crimes, Who was the aggref- 
for, Nero or the human race ? on the other hand, when fe- 
‘duced by faftion, turbulent nations drive the lawful heir from 
the throne, if the prince defends his rights. Who is the aggref- 

< for, the prince, or thofe who rebel againft him ? when Charles 
the Seventh demanded his father’s throne from a foreign 
ufurper, was he the aggreflor ? when Henry the Fourth laid 
fiege to Paris, were not the Ltgtteurs the real aggreflors l 

Sometimes, undoubtedly, the man who has juftice on his 
fide, is obliged to yield, and the aggreflor may boaft of a mo- 
mentary fuccefs in an unjuft caufe. The fortunate Csefer 
cruQies the republic, and reduces the virtuous Cato ( to the ne- 
cdfltty of laying violent hands on bimfeif $ no man, however, 
needs be feduced by Caefar’s example, fince it is well known 
what was his end. 

But did not Cromwell, who, from the very duft, raifed 
himfelf to a throne, die in his bed, after having caufed his 
matter to be beheaded ? If Cromwell reigned in peace, if his 
family firmly fettled on the throne, enjoyed it without any 
oppolition, the example of Cromwell will be an exception to 
the rule, and yet this exception will prove nothing againft the 
rule. But Cromwell only reaped the ufual fruits of guilt; 
the terror which he infpired, he himfelf felt; he made inno- 
cence tremble, and juftice made him tremble ; he dreaded the 
very looks of the people whom- he feduced ; he fought relief 
from the remorfe which' preyed' upon his vitals/ ftom^vaft-pco- 
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jeds, and fuch indeed as were glorious to bis country, hut 
could find none ; he was great, but unhappy ; renowned, but 
odious ; formidable, but punifhed ; even his glory renders the 
memory of his crimes immortal, for, as Pope fays, he is dewmed 
to evcrla/iing fame 

The Aeadinefs, wherewith Europe flill perfeveres in its Jyftem 
of war, notwithstanding all the leiTons of philofophy, not- 
withftanding the deareil, the mod obvious interefts, proves 
only that hiftory is not familiar enough to kings and minifters, 
and that the prefent age, which may, with fo much reafon, 
boaft of fuperior knowledge, ftill retains dreadful remains of 
, the general barbarifm of preceding ages. 

Thofe who are converfant with hiftory will not be forward 
to allege, as a proof of the utility of war, the extraordinary 
feenes which the policy of the prefent times feems defirous of 
exhibiting to public view ; it is not for us to form a judgment 
of the events which are before our eyes ; let us wait till we 
fee the confequences of them, and let pofterity judge. 

It appears plainly from the firft part of this work, that its 
objed is not merely to put men out of conceit with war, and 
to recommend peace between nation and nation, and between 
the citizens of the fame ftate : hiftory (hews nations the fources 
of public happinefs, and philofophy may point out, even to in- 
dividuals, feme fources of private l) a Ppinef$. By difftifing an 
univerfal fpirit of moderation, juftice, indulgence, and bene- 
ficence; it may extinguilh, or at leaft weaken, in religion, 
in politics, and in literature, the fpirit of party, the rage of 
feds, every thing, in a word, which occafions wars and ani- 
mofities, every thing which fets man at variance with his neigh- 
bour. 

Of all the wars which lay wafte humanity, the mod hor- 
rid, undoubtedly, are religious wars; they are like wife the moft 
abfurd, becaufe they are in dired opposition to the fpirit of 
that religion, which they make ufe of as a pretext. It is per- 
secution which gives rife to them ; perfection, which is itfelf 
indeed a cowardly and cruel war, made by ftrength upon weak- 
neft, by fanaticifin on error and on truth indiferiminately. Its 
dfed, in all ages and in all countries, has ever been, to 
firengtben the party which it means to deftroy, and is, accord- 
ingly, no lefs repugnant to true policy than to religion. 

The plan, as well as the objed of the fecond part of my 
work, is the fame as that of the nrft : the two rival nations are 
oomparad in regard to all the different objeds of comparifon 
and rivallhip— political interefts, military operations, internal 
adminiftration, civil difcord, revolutions of every kind, the 
progrefs of human reafon,. & c. The adion and re-adion of 
the two nations is obferved, mcafured, and calculated with all 
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